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January to December 1988 


ABORIGINES 

New Zealand: New ecumenical body holds first conference -—-—------------ UO: 23 
Australia: many issues at assembly of Uniting church ----------—-—------ 06.+.25 
Australia: new parliament building prompts gatherings, protests ------ 06. 47 
AFGHANISTAN 

AFRICA 

Ecumenical documentation, info centre opens for Southern Africa ------- Ol. 02 
"Recommendations on Awareness Building about Refugees’ —----—----------—- OZ: 2 
Nordic, southern African church co-operation discussed -—---—---~----—---- 03. 08 
‘Communication in Francophone Africa' -—-----------—--—---—-—--—-—-—-—-------—--- thee SE 
"Revelation and Mass Media’ -----—~--------------------—-~---—-~---—--—-------- 05. 54 
‘Using Mass Media in Africa’ -—------------—-—---~-----------—-—-—-—-——-—-—------- Us. 5 
Methodists discuss doctrine, homosexuality, university in Africa ------ 05. 74 
Bishop: external debt affects church mission ----—---—------~—-—---—~--~—---- 06.,0iL1 
Southern Africa: church youth meet -—-------—---—-—-—-—---—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~—-------- 065+32 
Africa: lay trainers to meet -—------------~------—-~--—--~-—--~--—-~-~-—-~-~------- 06. 38 
Africa: church conference pushing education reforms ----—----—--—-—----—-—-- 08. 06 
Africa: polygamy remains contentious church issue -—--—----—----—-—--—---—-—~-- 09. 02 
"The Church in the Sahel’ -------------—--—-—---—-—---—---—-—-—-—-—---—------------ 10.0071 


AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 


Angola: Lutheran delegation meets Swapo, ANC reps -—------------------- 04. 50 
South African church reps meet African National Congress reps --------- 424,02 
AGRICULTURE 

"Church Recommendations on Global Farm Crisis -—---------------—---—------ 04. 55 
‘Taiwan Presbyterians on Demonstration by Farmers' -—-----—-----—--------- 07. 63 
AID & GRANTS 

Ethiopia: ecumenical relief effort arranged -—--—-----—-------~--~-—-------- Ol. 16 
Church fears mass starvation in Sudan -—------------—---—-—--—-—--~-—~—--—-—~----- 02. 20 
Church organizations join in Kampuchea appeal -------------—------------ 03. 08 
South Africa: government plans curbs on anti-apartheid aid ----------- O34 575 
Singer Michael Jackson raising money for SA ecumenical council -------- 04. 98 
USA: church members' giving in relative decline -—--------------------- 08. 33 
Ecumenical appeal follows Sudan floods —--—---—---~-------——--—-—--~-—---—------— 08. 45 


/continued... 


AID & GRANTS (continued) 


Ecumenical appeals launched for Mozambique and refugees —------—-~~~—~~~ 09. 05 
Sudanese church leaders in Europe asking support --------—-—--~--~-~-~-~~—~—— 09. 16 
Ecumenical appeal for 4.1m USS in wake .of Sudan ficcods -————-——---—- 09. 69 
New evangelical statement on relief, development -—------—----——~——~—~—~——~——— 10. 24 
Nicaragua: church hospital, agency reject US funds offer ------------——- 10... 26 
US$ 4.5 million ecumenical appeal for Bangladesh ------------~—---~~~~~—— 10. 42 
'The Church in the Sahel! —————m——m mm an en a) iy al 
Ecumenical inter-church aid group reviews new directions -------------- Lined > 
Ecumenical fund: there's more to loans than money ----------~---~-~--~--— lie 
Costa Rica/Nicaragua: post-hurricane appeal for uS$ 550 000 ---------- Lie 
Costa Rica/Nicaragua: post—-hurricane appeal for US$ 550 000 ---------- i) eee 
US$ 1 million asked for 19 West Bank Christian schools --------------— F13"39 
Nicaragua: ecumenical effort after hurricane ~——-————<<=<<—————————— i ao 
ALBANIA 

Albania: religious names forbidden ———-————————————————_____—______.. 03.156 


ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 


Africa: ecumenical leader condemns toxic-waste dumping --------------- 09. 65 
Africa: conference of churches marks quarter century --—--------------- i tp ey al A 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


ANGLICAN 

England: Anglican Synod opposes government on education, taxes -----—-- U2. oe 
Runcie says Lutheran-Anglican full communion possible by 1991 -—--—-----—- 02. 40 
USA: Anglicans, Lutherans take step towards full communion -—--—-------- 02. 46 
52 Anglican bishops warn against women as bishops --—-----------—---—-—--——— 03, 01 
50 US Anglican bishops won't preside while in England -—-----—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—--—-— 03,20 
Australia: Anglican bishops to stay together re female priests -—------ 0 Pa esi, = 
England: Anglican recommendations on alcohol abuse, blasphemy -—---—---- 03. 94 
USA: Anglican khishops' secretaries hold first conference -—-—--—-—-—-—--—-—-—-—-— 04. 75 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey dead at 83 -—--—-—-—-------- 05. 08 
Canterbury asks prayer for South African church leaders —----—--------—-—- 05. 34 
Church of England in Zimbabwe formed -—-—-—----—--—---—--—---—--—-—-—-~-—-—-——-—--—-—-—-—- 05. 66 
Anglican-Lutheran group calls for ‘immediate full communion' ---------- 05.. on 
Changes asked of Lutherans, Anglicans for full communion ------------—-- 05. 89 
141 Anglican bishops sign message affirming women's ordination -—------—- is ay | 
"Questions Implying Reform and Renewal of Episcopé' ------~-----------—-- 05.101 
Papua New Guinea: Anglican bishops oppose women as bishops ----------- 06. 14 
English Anglican bishops on women: divided on priests, no to bishops - 06. 59 
Replace Lambeth Conference says Canadian Anglican Council ------------- 06.103 
England: Anglican proposal on female priests outlined ---------------—— 06.115 
English Anglicans take provisional step toward ordaining women priests 07. 30 
USA: Anglicans debate sexuality study; supplement issued ------------ 07. 51 
Zambia: no bishop found because ‘everybody wants to be leader' -----—-- Pg ape 
LAMBETH CONFERENCE: 

World's Anglican bishops open once-a-decade meeting ------------------~ 07. 64 
Ecumenical observers at Anglican world meeting ------------------—---—~ 07. 65 


/continued... 


Q-.. 


ANGLICAN (continued) 


Ways to deal with women's ordination proposed to Anglican meeting ----- 08. O1 
Kenyan bishop says polygamy tolerable ---—-----—-—-----—------—-—-—-------~---- 08. 02 
Lambeth Conference: ecumenical guests offer unity perspectives ------—- 08. 03 
Anglican bishops in flap over violence ---—-—----—-—-—---—~—~-—---—~-—-—-—-—-—-—~--—-—-~-~—- 08. 14 
Anglican bishops shape ecumenical agenda, interfaith talks ------------ 08. 15 
Anglican bishops express variety of social concerns -—----—---—--------—--- 08. 17 
Anglican bishops work on several world issues --—----—-—-—-------—----—--—---- 08. 18 
Anglican bishops decide what to do when women become bishops -—--------- OBR 21 
USA: Anglicans tackle wide variety of issues —-—-----—---—---~—~—-—---—-—-—-—-—-~- 07. 76 
"Anglican and Lutheran Agendas' -—--------------—-—-—-—~—--—-—-—--—--~—--—-—-----—-—-—- 09. 34 
RC dialogues continue with Anglicans and Pentecostals -—--—-------------- 09. 51 
Anglicans form committee on women's ordination -—--—-----—--—-—---—--—-—~---~—-—-- 09. 63 
First woman chosen as Anglican bishop -—----—-------—----------—--~—---~----- BOs 01 
Canada: Native Anglicans meet -------——----—-——----~----—---—--=_+--+---—- EOS 753 
USA: six diocesan bishops won't accept female colleague —--—-—-—--------- 10. 79 
USA: Anglicans, United agree on eucharistic guidelines --------------- LVF 10 
Australia: Anglican diocese to have female priests by 1990? ---------- PEReZ5 
England: Anglican diocese bars eucharist presided by a woman --------- ELE <29 
English Anglican synod endorses black places -—-—-----------—----—-—-—-—------ LEVY <58 
‘Continuing Anglican Communion' formed -—---—------—---—--—-——-—-—--—--—--—-—~----- L29"11 
Vatican on Anglican-RC text: insufficient clarity, agreement --------- 2) "12 
Some bishops to be discouraged from attending woman's rite ---—--------- WZyv<16 
ANGOLA 

Angola: Lutheran delegation meets Swapo, ANC reps -------------------- 04. 50 
Angola: ecumenical assembly meets -——-~—-----------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—--~---—-------—-- te eh eo | 
Namibia principles: church reservations ---—-------—--—~—-—-—-—-~--—-—-—--------- 08. 04 
Angolan, Namibian, S. African church reps report on apartheid effects - 12. 03 


ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 


Fiftieth anniversary of missionary meeting in India —------~—---------~--- 02. O1 
Impact of world missionary meeting in India assessed --—---------------- 02. 02 
WCC racism consultation honors Martin Luther King -----—-----------~---- 02. 04 
‘A Thousand Years Since Vladimir's Baptism (I) ------------------------ 029517 
‘Australian Church Leaders on Bicentennial’ -—------------—-----~—-------- O20419 
GDR/FRG: Joint church letter marks 1000th anniversary -—-—-------—------- 024453 
‘A Thousand Years Since Vladimir's Baptism (II) ----------------------- 02. 62 
Hungary: Christians mark 950th anniversary of King Stephen -—--—-------- 03. 58 
WCC AT 40 (I): Ecumenical Impulses Before 1948 ---------------—-------- 03. 61 
WCC AT 40 (II): The World Council of Churches - First Decade --------- 03. 98 
Week of celebrations to mark John Wesley's ‘heartwarming' --—--—-—-------- 03.102 
Synod Abroad rejects Russian Orthodox overture --—-------—--------—-—------ 03.116 
France/South Africa: 300th anniversary of Huguenots marked ----------- 03.126 
WcC AT 40 (III): The World Council of Churches - Second Decade ------- 03.133 
India: Maramon Convention notes 100th anniversary ----------—---------- 03.143 
Scotland: 350th anniversary of National Covenant marked -------------- 03.165 
UK: postmark to commemorate Wesley's conversion anniversary ---------- 04. 40 
USSR: bishops review local council, millennium; warn on divisions --- 04. 59 
Church leaders opt out of rally over communist, Palestine issues ------ 04.102 
‘Can One Celebrate 1492?' -------~--------~--~--~-~----—-—-—----~------—--—------- 04.108 
Japan: Kagawa centennial planned -----------—---------------------—----- 05. 65 
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A= 
ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS (continued) 


USSR: Baptists send message on 1000th anniversary ---------------—----- 
Methodists mark 250th anniversary of Wesleys' conversions --—---—-----—--—— 
Some Orthodox hierarchs stay away from millennium over church status -—- 
New Zealand: New ecumenical body holds first conference -----—-—-—--—-—-—--—-— 
‘European Ecumenical Statement on Russian Millennium' ----------------- 
"Reflections on Wesley's Conversion' --—--—--—-—-—-----—-—--—--—-----—---——-—---—--— 
Church millennium marked by celebrations, council -~--—--—--------—-—-—-—--—--—-— 
India: ecumenical council celebrating 75 years -—-—-----—~--—---—-—-—~—---—-—-—--—-— 
English Anglicans, Baltic Lutherans commemorate intercommunion -------- 
"WCC Millennium Message to Russian Orthodox Church' --------------—---—-— 
"A 50th Ecumenical Anniversary' ------------—--------—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—--—-------- 
Centenary of Hendrik Kraemer's birth marked -—-------—-----—-—-—~---—-—--—--——-—— 
South Africa: government bans some Mandela birthday events ---—-------- 
'The WCC at 40' --------------------------—--—-—-—-—-—-——-—--—-—--—- —— —- -- —- 
Finland: 500th anniversary of country's first book —-------—- == 
World Council of Churches marks its 40th anniversary -—------------—----- 
'WCC Anniversary Sermon' —--—---------—-----—-—-—--—~---—--—-~-—-—--—---—--——--—------- 
Amsterdam celebrations mark WCC's fortieth anniversary ---------------- 
Costa Rica: bishops object to Amnesty rock concert -—--—--—-—--------~—---—- 
900th anniversary of Patmos monastery -------~—---—----—-—---—-——--—-——-—--—--—--— 
World Council of Churches holds ‘open house' ~-------------—----—---—---— 
"Church Statement on 50th Anniversary of Kristallnacht' ---—---------~-~-~ 
Switzerland: Protestant council on Jewish issues --—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—-——-—--—-—-—-—~——— 
Hendrik Kraemér recalled -—————————._.{....___.._.._....._ rere 


ANTIGUA 
APARTHEID 


South Africa restricts 18 groups; church leaders detained, released —- 
"South African Church Leaders’ Statement' -—--—----------~-~~~~~-----_-__ 
"World YMCA Statement on South African Developments' ------------~--~~~~ 
SA Church Leaders’ Letter to Botha, Parliament =~———-—~--__2oli_—=i ae 
South Africa: church-backed anti-apartheid group banned ---------~~~~~ 
South Africa: US church groups, leaders, join anti-apartheid ad ----~~ 
South African government closes church-backed paper till 10 June ------ 
Botha writes to Tutu and. Chikane )---—--—--———~=.._-_. Ss ee 
South Africa: 44 theologians say Botha attacks 'un-Christian' ------—- 
Tutu on Botha policy: '‘unbiblical, un-Christian, immoral, evil' ------ 
South Africa: church leaders hold ‘emergency convocation' ----------~~ 
South Africa: government bans some Mandela birthday events ----------~ 
SA: police raid-home.of ecumenical) léaders—<—eses) so ee ee 
South African church leaders wish more papal directness on apartheid -—- 
"A- Challenge to Apartheid!  —--——--——----- 
"Children's Letters to P. W. Botha’ --~---------—~----~~-~~--~~~--_-____ 


APPOINTMENTS 


WCC announces two staff appointiient's” =< 24.328 oe ee. eee | eee 
Ecumenical .BeingsvandsDoinges pecans sole teat —ebecdeneen_ 
Southern Africa: white bishop for mostly black denomination --------~—_ 
Ecupenical Beings) andiDoi nest ——i— ss 8G Ee ee ieee 
Ecumenical .Belngs and‘ Doints: eeeseneenake ee ose tthe 
Ecwpenical.Beings.and.Doings.«nemesmnenemen-hbanhe ee 
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O5.4i95 
05.396 
06. 22 
06. 23 
06. 55 
06. 57 
06. 58 
06. 64 
06. 78 
06. 89 
06.109 
07. 60 
07. 69 
08. 13 
08. 46 
08. 48 
08. 53 
08. 82 
10. 10 
10. 40 
10. 43 
10.101 
10.106 
11. 08 
03. 34 
03. 62 
03. 95 
03. 96 
03.137 
03.146 
04. 14 
04. 15 
04. 79 
04. 94 
06. 21 
07. 69 
08. 08 
09. 49 
10.111 
10v212 
02.522 
03. 30 
03.159 
04. 97 
05.100 
07. 18 


APPOINTMENTS (continued) 


Two new bishops named in China ---—----------—--~-—~-~-~---~-—~--~--—--~—~---—----~-~ 08. 07 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings —-----------—~-—-----~---—-—--—-—~-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-~--- 08. 11 
Vatican appoints several to work on justice, peace, creation -—--—------- 08. 19 
Zambia: election of overseas bishop criticized -—--—-----------—--------- 08. 37 
Appointments of 3 WCC directors authorized; Castro term extended ----- 08. 68 
USSR: Belaya Krinitsa Old Believers elect metropolitan -—-—------------- 09. 20 
Ethiopia: fourth Oriental Orthodox patriarch enthroned —-------—------- 09. 41 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—-—--------------~-—----~---—-----~-—-~--—~—~-—-—~-—--—-— 10. 30 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—------------—---~---—--~-—-—-—---~—-—-—-—--—-—~—-—-—----—- 10. 68 
World Reformed Alliance speaks on SA, elects GS -—---------------------- Lae (Ue 
USSR: Central Asian Lutherans get bishop ----—-------------—------------ 1. Ce 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—------—------—-—-—-—-—-—--—-------—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—------ teu" L9 
ARCHITECTURE 

ARGENTINA 

Argentina: catechism divides bishops -----—-----—-------—------—-~---—------ 03. 49 
Argentina: denominations evaluate dialogue -----------—-----------~---~- Omens & 
ART 

Children's art festival on justice, peace attracts 7000 entries ------- 02. 43 
Christ as a 44-gallon oil drum —-----------------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-----—--~-------- 04.520 
ASTA 

Asian Lutheran communicators plan workshops -—----------—-—-—-------------—- OSs .)0 
Asia: evangelicals meet on ‘church in midst of suffering’ ------------ Oost 32 
‘Asian Insights on Spirituality & Spiritual Formation’ ---~-----------—- 09. 35 
ATHEISM 

Soviet Baptists ask government to end support for atheism —-------------— 04. 77 
Atheists said to number 197 million ---------------—----—---—-~—-~--~------- 06. 36 
AUSTRALIA 

‘Australian Church Leaders on Bicentennial’ -—------------------—---—----- 02. 19 
Australia: Anglican bishops to stay together re female priests -—------ Te ga A | 
Australia: church leaders call for prayer vigil ---------—------------- ob saat 
Australia: ecumenical council urges more refugees be accepted -------- 0 yee I 
Australia: ecumenical council supports RC bishops on wealth ---------- 03.112 
Australia: bishops warn about changes in infertility law ------------- 04. 78 
Australianized Bible launched -—---—----------—-—--—~—-~—-—-~-----—--~-~---—~—-—-----—- 05. 40 
Australia: many issues at assembly of Uniting church ---—-------------- «Tae $] 
Australia: new parliament building prompts gatherings, protests ------ 06. 47 
Australia: Uniting Church calls for treaty -------------------—-—------- Gre ss 
Australia: mew ecumenical links proposed -—-----------------—----—------- 7 Pe 
Australia: church groups protest casino complex in capital ----------- OTe 71 
‘The Church in Australia’ ------------—-—---~—-—-—-—-~-—-—-~---—~—~--—~---—-—-—---—-—-—----- 08. 56 
South Africa: Australian bishops denied visas for visit -------------- £62"88 
Australia: Anglican diocese to have female priests by 1990? -—--------- Laie 


Australia: Resurrection teaching of RC priest questioned ------------- 9 ta pg Be 


AUSTRIA 

Europe: bishops, journalists discuss minority role of media -—-—-------—-— iO). ase 
AWARDS 

Chile: Chilean president gets church award SECLULDSERUEL ESL Ll 1% #5 
Patriarch disavows award to former South African police head --------—- a hi 5) 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings, -—-—---~—————sSle  bana eae eaee 08.11 
Ecumenical. Beings and. Doings -————--—-—-——————- sn ee ee 10. 30 
WCC congratulates UN peace forces on prize ---———mr nnn LO. ge 
Ecumenical Beings. and Doings, —-r<———- i ee ee LZ ao 
BAHAMAS 

Baptist council speaks on issues, delays restructure —-----——-~-~-~--~-~-~—— 10... 103 
BANGLADESH 

Bangladesh: . Islam becomes State CeO Li G3 0) mmrirrrp rrp rrr ae O7 . a2 
US$ 4.5 million ecumenical appeal for Bangladesh -—------------—-----—--—— 10, 42 


BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY (BEM) (document) 


BEM consultation reviews responses ---------------------------—--------— 07. 74 
BAPTIST 

Sweden: Reformed-Baptist congregations supported --—----—---—-—----—-—---——-- OS sn ee 
USA: Baptist Press urged to use "Christian restraint" -—-----—---—-—-—-—--——- 03 ase 
USA: four Southern Baptist presidents explain themselves -—---—----—---—- 03. 78 
USA: Baptist staff member out over views on converting Jews -—--------- 03.103 
USA: Baptist-RC report on agreements, differences ~---—~—---—-—---—-—-—-—-—-—-—--— 05. 22 
USSR: Baptists send message on 1000th anniversary -------------------- 05. 95 
Europe: Baptists to meet next month --------—---—----—-—-—-—---~-—-—-—--------—- 06. 37 
USSR: Baptist president critiques past state, church actions -—-------—- 07. 46 
‘A Baptist Call - Selfless Service’ -------------—--—~—-—————-———-—-—-—--———-—-——— 08. 22 
Italy: Baptists moving toward financial self-—support -—---—---—-----——-—-~-- 09. 28 
USA: black Baptists in historic joint worship ------—---—--—---—----~----—-- 09... 55 
USSR: Baptists and atheists meet -—--—-----------~-~-~-~~—~-~-~~-~~~—~---—~~-~_ 10. 35 
World Baptist meeting on peace ---------~-——-—--—-—~---—-—-—~——--—~—-—~——-—--—~—-—-~~—~-—--~—~ 10. soe 
USA: Baptist mission offering down again ----------——---—-—------—--~--~~~—~ ee 
Religion writers warn on efforts to restrict Baptist Press ------------ Ld 
"Baptist Pen Pals for Peace' --~-------—-—~—~—-—~~--~---~---—--~-~--—-~~~~~~~~_~ 1d |. st 
Baptists, Lutherans discuss. church and .eucharist..-———--————--———_-_-_--. Ld oo aD 


BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 


Baptist World Alliance general secretary killed in crash -------------- 04. 21 
Baptist council speaks on issues, delays restructure -----—--—-—-—----~——~~ 10.403 
BARBADOS 
BELGIUM 
BLSeoD:. Jevternal debt atfects church mice 1 of usueses-sedeemminnn<aoee. 06. 11 
Belgium: United Protestant synod —————... wee Lig tae 


European assembly on religion and peace 


BELIZE 

BENIN 

BIBLE 

New Zealand: most have Bible, don't read it --------—----—-------—-----~—- 02°26 
First new Welsh translation of Bible in 400 years published ----------- te lake Fd 
Ethiopia: authorities release 55,000 Bibles ------------~-—---~--------~-- 03.119 
Kenya: first complete Bible translation in Maasai finished -—---------- 03.149 
Brother Andrew offers Russian Orthodox a million Bibles --------------—- 03.153 
Hostage says Bible reading kept him sane --—-------—------~---—---—~------—- 04. 22 
Japan: state-of-the-art Bible -—------------—----—-—-~-~-—~—-—-—-~--—---~--—-—~------ 05. 29 
New Czech Bible translation distributed -—-—-----—-—-—--—--—---~--—~-—----—-—-—-—----—~ ae 35 
Australianized Bible launched --------------—----—-—----—-—---~-~—----~-~-—-—----- 05. 40 
Amity plans 600,000 Bibles for 1988 -------------—-----—-—-—----—-—----—-—----- 05367 
Japan: Japanese-Portuguese New Testament planned -—--------------—------ 05. 83 
Bible society leader sees new opportunities in East Europe -—----------- 06. 05 
USA: Bible Society offers booklet for people with Aids —-------—------- 06. 27 
Zambia: lack of Bible translation support noted -—----—-----—-—--~----—--—-—~- 06. 46 
Uganda: Bibles distributed with Aids advice -—-------------—-—-—-—~-—-----~-- OTT Ls 
"Reading the Bible through women's eyes' ------—---------—----------—----- OF. 27 
Bible being read at dictation speed for North Koreans ------—-—-------—--—- cee ee 
Lutheran-Eastern Orthodox sub-commission meets —-—----—--—---—-—-—-—---—-—-—---—- 11. 09 
WCC gets 10 000 French-language Bibles for Third World -—-—-------------- foe nyagha 
BIO-ETHICS 

BOLIVIA 

BOTSWANA 

Church reps condemn attack in Botswana by South Africa -—---—---—--------- 04. 13 
BRAZIL 

Brazil: Makuxi tribal group appeals for church action -—--------------- 03. 45 
Brazilian church people testify on land struggle -—---—----—---—------~---- 03.100 
Brazil: RC bishops protest official corruption -----------------~----~ 03.106 
Brazil missionaries: tribe facing genocide -—--------—------------------ 03.138 
‘A Report on Brazil’ ---~------~---------—-—---~--~-------—--—-—-—-—------------- OFs coe 
Japan: Japanese-Portuguese New Testament planned ----------—----------- Uo <s 63 
Brazil: international church team visits base communities ------------ UG. OL 
Brazil: pope said shifting RC leadership to right -—------------------- 06. 70 
Brazil: ecumenical consultation discusses environmental problems ----- oe a 
Brazil: Arns' archdiocese reduced in size —-----------—------—---------- 10. 09 
Brazil: bishops launch weekly; counterbalance to Vatican? ----------- a0. 14 
Increase in anti-racism applications from Brazil ---—-------—------------ 10335 
Brazil: Vatican suggests outspoken bishop keep quiet ----—----—--------- 10. 49 
Brazil/USA: Presbyterians moving towards resumed relations -—-—--------- 10. 59 
Ecumenical inter-church aid group reviews new directions -------------- a2. 03 
Latin American ecumenical assembly OKs new programs ------------------- Boga] 
Ecumenical council sends messages to Latin, Central Americans --------- bh AD 
BRETHREN 


Brethren debate mission, ethnics, covert war, disobedience -—----------- Orr a2 


BULGARIA 
Bulgaria: ‘Adventists’ recognized’ by state eS eee 05. 99 


BURKINA FASO 


BURMA 

ProugaGouurch 10 Burma! ————————————----- 7-2 <27 a0 aaa anata ee 08. 43 
BURUNDI 

WCC expresses concern about Burundi situation ----------------—-—-——-———-— 09. 08 
‘Church and State in Burundi' ------------------—------—-—-----—-—------—--— Lie ooo 
CAMEROON 

CANADA 

Canada: abortion law ruling prompts variety of church reactions ------ 02. 45 
Canada: church people in coalition on ‘social solidarity’ ------------ O2 a aeo 
Canada: continued ecumenical work with Native peoples seen ——------—--—- 03. 29 
Canada: United Church asks ministers to avoid Unification trips ------ 03. 50 
Canada: religious leaders condemn defence policies -—-----—---~---—-—-—---—-—- Os PRR, | 
Canada: ‘religious bigotry' charged in interfaith service —---—---——---- 03. 91 
Canada: United Church debating sexual orientation, ordination ---—----- 03 ame 
Canada: ecumenical council critical of Israel --—-—-------—---~-~-—-—~—-~---~-——- 06. 88 
‘Women in Interfaith dialogue’ brings together nine traditions -—-—-—-—---- 06. 92 
Women consider interfaith issues in new meeting style -----—--—--—---—-—---- 06. 93 
United Church's gay ordination proposal draws broad criticism -—--—------ 06. 96 
Canadian Churchman to become Anglican Journal -—----------—----—--—-—-—---~-~—— 06.100 
Canada: parishioner sues bishop; church appeal court set up -—-------- 06.102 
Replace Lambeth Conference says Canadian Anglican Council ------------- 06.103 
Canada: Arctic bishop condemns ‘animal-rights activists’ ---------~----~ UY sie 
Canada; Centre for Ecumenism gets ecumenical sponsorship ------------- 07. 61 
Canada: church group seeks overturn of refugee laws ---------------—--- 08. 34 
Canada: church group criticizes free trade with USA -—---------------~-~ PENS |. Par be 
Canada; United Church keeps abortion stand —-—--~————_________________= 09. 07 
New United Church of Canada policy: gays can be ordination candidates 09. 14 
United Church of Canada issues sexuality material ---------------—~~~~~~ TO. wile 
USA Native presbytery out; Canadian Native conference in -----------~-~ 10. .21 
Canada: Native Anglicans meet -——-—--——-——_—————___________-_ 10. 53 
Canada: church leaders urge debate on foreign, defence policies —---—- 10. 92 
First Canadian Lutheran monastery prompts debate —-------—--—-------_____ 11. .74 
Canada: United Church to discuss decision on homosexual ordination --- 12. 09 
Canada: ecumenical challenge to refugee legislation going ahead -—----- L4uane 
CAPE VERDE 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


CARIBBEAN 

"Can One Celebrate 1492?7' ------------~~-~-----_-____--- 04.108 
Biatiops ‘external debt affects church ‘mission <--.—t.icge eee 06. ll 
Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean -—------~~ 08. 26 


Ecumenical situation in Latin America and Caribbean reviewed ----—---——_— 08. 30 


CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
Ecumenical team visits Suriname -—------—-—-—---—-—-—-—--—-—--—-—----—--—~~—~—~—-~-~--—--—~-~- 03. 66 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Ecumenical delegation visits Central America —----------—-—-—-—-—-—-—---~------ 012803 
Central American Anglican bishops write their presidents ---—-—---------- 027°57 
"Honduras & Central American Peace’ -—-—-—-----—------—-—----—-—---—-—--~--------- 035132 
‘Kairos Centroamericano' challenging church, world -------------------- 06.113 
Ecumenical gathering for Central American peace -—-—--------—--—----—---—---- 10. 95 
CHILE 

Chile: Chilean president gets church award -—-----—---—-----—----—-—-------- 034°23 
Chile: bishops fault inaction on church building attacks ------------- 03. 83 
Chile: bishops score pressure; evangelicals reject plebiscite -—------ 06. 81 
Chile: church leaders condemn government attempts to sway vote -—------ 07. 24 
Chile: new RC bishops said to take church rightward —~--~-------------- G7, 85 
Ecumenical delegation in Chile for vote on Pinochet -—-----—--—--—---—-—----—- 10. 44 
Chile: ecumenical council urges ‘authentic dialogue’ -—-—-------—---—-—---- a0." 92 
Chile: Pinochet musings prompt negative reactions -—----—-—------—----~---- ih ak 
CHINA 

Taiwan: Presbyterians announce prayer support for prisoners —-—-------- 03.164 
Graham in first China visit -—-----------—-—--~--—-—-----——-—---—-—-—-~---—--—~-—~--—-—--- 04. 95 
Amity plans 600,000 Bibles for 1988 ---------------—-—---—----—-—------—-----— 055/467 
Chinese church leader notes unity, evangelism -—-----—------—-—-—~--~----—----- 06. 26 
Two new bishops named in China --------------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-------—-—--—---- 08. 07 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA) 


Singapore expels Christian Conference of Asia -----—---------------—---—-- OF." 01 
CCA reaffirms commitment ----—----------—--~-----—----—--—-—-~-~-—-----~---------- 02. 10 
Philippines: Methodists suspend regional ecumenical membership -—------ 03. 10 
‘Singapore's Action Against the CCA' -—--------------—-—-—---~-~—-—-—-—--—----—-—-—- 03’? B31 
Expulsion of Asia church group said only ‘slight inconvenience' ------- 03. 42 
‘WCC Letter on Action Against CCA' ~------—----—---—-—--—-—--—---—-—--—--—-------- 03.128 
Christian Conference of Asia opts for four sites --—-------------------—- 05. 02 
WCC committee speaks on Singapore, Southern Africa, Refugees, tension - 08. 81 
"More WCC Statements on Public Issues' --------------—-—-—~—--—------------—-— 08. 86 
CHRISTIANITY 

Middle East church leader warns about Christian Zionism --------------- 03.161 
‘The Church in Australia’ -—-------------—---—~--—-~—~-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-----—--—---—-—------ 08. 56 
USSR: independent symposium scheduled ----------—----—------—----—--—-----—- 10. 54 
India: Hindi media criticized for portrayal of Christians --—---------- 10. 85 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 


Christian Peace Conference Leader: glasnost is opportunity, challenge 05. 06 
Gorbachev to Christian peace group: shared opposition to N-weapons --- 06. 10 


CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL (CSI) 


- 10 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE (CEROC) 


CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNIONS (CWCs) 


CHURCH BUILDINGS/PROPERTY 


Letters exchanged on destruction of churches —--—--9-99—9———————"sn ree 4 he Oe 
Chile: bishops fault inaction on church building attacks ------------— 1 AC spa fe 
India: government turning over church property -m--- eee 03 143 
South Korea: cathedral neighbours object to demonstrations ----------- 03.163 
USSR: three closed monasteries reported returned to church ----------— 04. 64 
India: new law to prevent 'misuse' of religious institutions --------- 06. 76 
International Serbian exhibition on Sava church mounted —-------------- 08. 47 
Famous London church hires guard -———-—--- rrr 08. 58 
USSR: more churches, monasteries reported returned --------------————— 09. 19 
North Korea: completion of new church projected for next month ~-----—- 09. 31 
USA: earthquake proofing causes problems for churches -------------——— 10,047 
USSR: two Baltic cathedrals sites of worship again -----—--—--—--—-------- pO ey 


CHURCHES' COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 


CHURCH & SOCIETY (see also CULTURE & SOCIETY) 


Zambia: ecumenical concern over ‘inequalities in society" -—---—---—----—- OL... 3 
Pope releases new document on church social teaching ------------------ 03...25 
Group says Olympics means homelessness for poor --------------—----—-—---- 03. 76 
Australia: church leaders call for prayer vigil ----------------—-—---——-— 03. 82 
FRG: ecumenical appeal on Sunday observance -—------—--—----—-—-—---—-—-——----— 03. 84 
France: bishops urge churches to remain open in July, August -—-------- 03. 85 
Australia: ecumenical council supports RC bishops on wealth ---—-—------ 03.112 
Hong Kong: ecumenical council head resigns -------—-------—-—-—-—---—-—-—-—--—-—- 04. 34 
GDR: church leaders say country needs all its citizens -~-—------—-—-—----- 04. 72 
‘Alcoholic Beverages in the Local Parish’ ------~~---—-—--—--—-—--——--—~-~-~-—-—---— 04.106 
USA: increase in women, minorities in seminaries brings changes -—----- 05. 44 
‘The Situation in Paraguay’ --—-—-—---—--------—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-——-—~—~—-—-—-—~—-——-—-—---— 05. 49 
"Issues for the Church in India' ~-~-----—--—-—--—--—~-—--——-—-——~——-—-—~——-—~—————-—-——~— 05..; 80 
Brazil: international church team visits base communities -—-------—-—--- , 06. 61 
Nicaragua: church works at reconciliation at grassroots --—-—--------——- 07. 02 
FRG: church reps and McDonalds at odds -----—----—-——--—---—-—--~--—-—-—-—-—-———~_ 07. 50 
Anglican bishops express variety of social concerns --—-—--—-—------—-—-----—- 08. 17 
Ecumenical conference calls for 'respect for individual animals' ----—- 09. 50 
USSR: archbishop scores bad language ------~---—--—--—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-——--—-—--———- 09. 60 
GDR church synod takes up several issues in society -—-------------—--~—~-- 10. 39 
India: ecumenical effort to repeal low-caste decree —---------—----—----~ L156 


CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 


GDR: government sees 'interference' in comments on church raid —------ Ol. 06 
Sweden: church reps criticize proposal on record-keeping -----------—~ Ole rlZ 
Kenya: . ecumenical developments noted ----—-———————--———————_______._____ 02. 07 
Ghana; ecumenical developments noted .—---—-————-——-—~—-~——————__-..__.__._ 02. 08 
CCA reaffirms commitment -------~—-~~--—-—~—-~~-~~-~~-_________--__--_____ 02. 10 
"The Situation in Nicaragua’ -------------—---__________________________ 02. 14 
“The Church) diy Btinl opi al me ere eorenoe mares 02. 18 
Philippines: bishops, government in new agreement -----——----~~~----~___ 02.0531 
England: Anglican Synod opposes government on education, taxes -----~-~ 02. 38 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


Swaziland: government minister urges church action --—-------—--—-------- 02% 2D2 
Nicaragua: church reps mediate Miskito/government agreement -—-—---—----- Une 96 
Hungary: church policy reviewed in parliament -—-—---—-—---—-—-—-—-—-—-—--------- 02°59 
Ethiopia: Lutheran president reports many churches reopened -—-—-------- 03. 07 
Kenya: president urges church to help end tribalism, division -------- Use DL 
Kenya: release of detainees wins church leaders' praise -—--—---—-—------- Ose” LZ 
Kenya: non-party members denied communion -—------—-----—--—---—-—---—------- 03. 13 
Kenya: church leaders not exempted from voting process ----—----------- Ga? 19 
Philippines: bishops support restrictions on overseas domestics —----- Use 22 
Philippines: bishops support restrictions on overseas domestics ------ uae fe 
South Africa restricts 18 groups; church leaders detained, released -- 03. 34 
Czechoslovakia: state rejects separation of church and state --------- Use 3c 
Kenya: church appeal for free and fair elections -—-—-—-—-----—-------—-—-—-—-—- US. 47 
Canada: religious leaders condemn defence policies --—-—------—----—~------ Use oS 
Namibia: church council joins effort to open communications -—--------- 03. 54 
Namibia: bishop says South African forces stole material --—---—----—---—- Ua. 55 
"South African Church Leaders' Statement’ -—-—---------—-—------------—---—-—- vor oe 
Church report: Fiji nation and church ‘deeply divided’ ----—----------- 03. 65 
Hong Kong: religious leaders ask calm -—---—-------—-------—-------—------- 03. 68 
Panama: RC vishops ask inquiry on Noriega —---------—-—-—--—-—----~---—------ 03. 69 
Nicaragua: archbishop out as mediator -—-—----—------~—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---—----- i pyeie « 
Namibia: thousands attend funeral of bomb victims --—-----------—------- Us. 93 
Tenth anniversary marked by GDR bishop's meeting with Honecker —------- 03. 99 
USSR: Latvian pastor reportedly restored to his post ----------------- 03.104 
Brazil: RC bishops protest official corruption ------—-----—--—----—~—----- 03.106 
Venezuela: church leaders push for electoral reform —----------------- 03.107 
France: Protestant commission questions presidential candidates ------ 03.125 
South Africa: Eight RC bishops protest government restrictions ------- Os cLer 
Kenya: government bans church-backed magazine —-------—------—-~—-—-—-—-—---- 03.134 
Panama: church divided in crisis --—----------—-------—--~---—-—-—--—-—-—--—----- U3'7135 
Zimbabwe government party: church not to fear Marxism --—-—------------- 03.140 
Albania: religious names forbidden --——--------—---—-—-----—-—--—-~-—----—~--—---- 03.156 
Cuba: 20 foreign priests allowed to enter -—-—------------—--—-—---—------—-- O3'157 
"Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders' ----—------------- 03.160 
Taiwan: Presbyterians announce prayer support for prisoners ---------- 03.164 
Malta: church-state problems ‘on way to solution' ----—--------—----—---- 03.166 
Hong Kong: ecumenical council head resigns -—---------—-----—-------—----- 04. 34 
Scotland: Kirk committee calls for prison reform -—--—-----—-----—--—------ 04. 37 
Nicaragua: Baptists oppose contras -—------—-—--------------------—------- 04. 48 
Romania: threat against Baptist presidential candidate reported ------ 04. 63 
Hungary: new religious-affairs laws to be proposed --—----------------- 04. 66 
Poland: controversial sex-—education book scrapped --—------------------ 04. 67 
Nicaragua: two of three priests in government get new jobs ----------- 04. 76 
Soviet Baptists ask government to end support for atheism ------------—- 04. 77 
Tanzania: president asks church help with new technical schools ------ 04. 85 
Malaysia: Christian, interfaith concerns voiced about law, proposal -- 05. 01 
Christian Conference of Asia opts for four sites -----—----------------- wo. O2 
Ecumenical appeals on Panama made from within and without ------------- ihe ring | 
Guatemala: RC bishops blame poverty on poor land distribution -------—- (Oho A 
Kenya: RC bishops express concern about Czechoslovakia -—-------—------- ee” | 
Asia: evangelicals meet on ‘church in midst of suffering' ------------ Us. of 
GDR: bishop asks just solutions for those determined to leave -—------- ae ae 
India: group asks church to put its own house in order -—-------------- 05. 68 
India: Polish nun warned not to criticize abortion —--—----------—-—----- 05. 69 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


GORsechurchinewapaperssnder: DECS SE Cnn 
Bulgaria: Adventists. recogm) 200 DV SO Og ar oe 
Thatcher's religious rationale for her policies prompts debate ------—- 
Scotland: Kirk assembly makes de facto response to Thatcher —-------—- 
Denmark: «bishop, objects to, chirchy, Wpimi Ld 8) 8k epee errr errr emer 
Italy: Evangelical federation objects to school crucifixes ----------- 
Zambia: officials' comments prompt church anger -—-—--—-—--—-—--—-—--—-—-——-—-————— 
USA: presidential candidate's church status prompts controversy ---———- 
Italy: seven RC bishops oppose moving US planes to their area -------- 
Chile: bishops score pressure; evangelicals reject plebiscite ------- 
Kenya: government, church reps continue sparring on criticism —------- 
"Church and State in Poland' --—--------------------------—--—-—--==- = + -— 
World Reformed Alliance scores Romanian policy on minorities -------—-—-—— 
‘Church and State in the USSR' -------------------------—----—-—-—-—-------- 
Mozambique: government religion policy changing -------------—------—--—— 
Yugoslavia: Orthodox note problems in Croatia, Kosovo ---~----—----—--—-—-—- 
Chile: church leaders condemn government attempts to sway vote -—--—-—-—-—- 
Uganda: Anglican leader dismisses coup allegations -—--—--—--—--—-—--—--—-—-—--—-— 
British Methodists critique government ---—-~----—---—-—-—---—-—-—-—-—---—-—---—-—-—--—— 
USSR: Latvian pastor in 'renewal' movement interviewed in paper ------ 
USSR: relics returned to Orthodox ---------—--~----—-—--—-—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—----- 
Nicaragua: RC bishops urge ‘irreversible’ peace, democracy -—---------- 
Philippines council denies charges; Noel Villalba detained, released - 
Church leaders from Sudan review famine, war, drought —~------------—-—-- 
Australia: church groups protest casino complex in capital ----—-—------ 
Kenya: parliament condemns bishop -----------------—----—----—-——---—--~--- 
Philippines: RC bishops call for new peace talks -—------------~~---~-~- 
Sudan: church reps in appeal on Islamic law ------—----—~---—------—-~~-~—~~~ 
Kenya: Moi offers views on various church, 1s8UCS 3 
Mexico: RC bishops warn about national stability -------------------~- 
Jamaica: church reps warn against election violence ----------------——~ 
Zambia: Pentecostals hope for church seat on party body -------------- 
Mm Cary) Any Pa a erie renter vo ceemesrereeeernis on ernnerigens deeretaneieaeninmnmnemetaaeaines aaa 


South Africa: RC bishops speak out on several issues -—--——-——-—-—-—--—-—-~~~~ 


Prayer days in South Korea, Malaysia -------—--——-—-——~——_—-_-____________ 
Botha replies to Chikane on Mandela's care, health —---------------—-~~-~ 
"Message to Romanian Church Representatives' -——-—-—-———-————____________ 
USA: controversy continues over candidate's church status -----~-----~~ 
New Hong Kong ecumenical document focuses on changes coming in 1997 ——- 
USA: two RC bishops end Democratic party ties ------—----—--——-~---___ 
Italy: Reformed/Methodist synod decides not to ask state aid --------- 
Italy: kids get religion classes or ‘equivalent alternative’ --------- 
Soviet official makes ecumenical centre visit -------—--—-——--—————~—~-___ 
Hungary: independent ecumenical association recognised —---—-----~~-~~~ 
Poland: ecumenical rep meets with government minister --------—---—-—~— 
India: bishops attack discrimination against some Christians ------——— 
India: bishops attack discrimination against some Christians --------—-— 
South Africa: RC bishops thank government for helping pope -----—--~-~~-- 
‘Church Statement as Japanese Emperor's Reign Ends' ---~-----------____ 
USA: arms control director links pact with Mary ------~---------______ 
More protests on Romanian D1ang. FOF VILL LAG OG eerrgreeneeengrrenepatiaiemeerenmenn 
Canada: church leaders urge debate on foreign, defence policies ------ 
‘The; DS Church.im. the Upcoming..Blentions sceceeet-seereemeeeee 
‘Interfaith Statement on South African Elections’ —----------___________ 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


Romania: church leaders respond on village plans -—-----------—-----~---- 10.102 
USA: Orthodox priests object to Dukakis dinner role -—----------------- 11. 06 
Nicaragua: government ends church-mediated talks with Rivera -—-------- g407 
"Church Life in Czechoslovakia’ -----------—-—-----—--—--—-----—-—-~--—--—-~------— LL. jib 
‘Army Against Church in Namibia' --—-—---------—---—-—-—-—-—-—--—~—-—-—-—~—~-—-—~-—--~--—-——-—-— vl he 
Nigerian church reps warn: do not favour any religion —-—---—----------- tS 
Haiti: role of church in bringing change assessed -—-—---—-—--—-—----—~--—---- ee aL 
Armenian church leadership not advocating independence -----—-—-—-—---—----- cre 2 
Nicaragua: tension in government-hierarchy relations ---—--—----—-—------- aks, aa 
"Church and State in Burundi’ --—-----------—--—---—---—~---~—-—---~—--—-—---—-—----— Dia 6 
"GDR Church Press - A Critical Ally' -------------—--—-----------—-------- DL» mao 
Iceland: church taxes not refundable -—--------—-----—-—-—-----—-~--~-—-—-—-—----- Lae 62 
Zambia: Kaunda has no wish to be ‘chief priest' --—-------------------- ts 2. OF 
Ethiopia: Orthodox appeal to Eritreans, Tigreans for peace ----------- Pre 65 
Chile: Pinochet musings prompt negative reactions —-----—--—----—--—--~—-—-—- Bee Jel 
COLOMBIA 

Colombia: Methodists plan consultation for possible union --—---------- GTi ae 
COMMUNICATION 

Ecumenical documentation, info centre opens for Southern Africa ------- O01. 02 
‘The Church in Ethiopia' -----—-—-----------—-—-—~-—-—~—-----—-—-—----—-—-—----—------- 02. 18 
Latin American Lutheran communicators meet -—-—--------—----—-------—---—---- 03. 09 
Asian Lutheran communicators plan workshops -—-------—------------------- 03.150 
African church consultation addresses communications crises ----------- 04.105 
‘Communication in Francophone Africa’ --—-—-----------—-—----—-—-—---—--------- 05. 41 
"Revelation and Mass Media' ------------------------------------------- 05. 54 
‘Using Mass Media in Africa’ -----------~—---—---—---—---—~-—-------—----------- de gnc bo) 
World committee reviews Christian communication -—----------—------—-—----- 06. 06 
USA: RC bishops opt for RC rather than ecumenical cable network ------ ob ped oo 
"The Vocation of the Journalist’ --—-------------~--~-------------------—-- 09. 09 
COMMUNITIES 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (CEC) 


Europe: church group meets on refugee issues ------------—-—-----—------- 04. 92 
Consultation considers mission in secularized Europe ---—-—-----—-—----—---- 06.53 
"European Ecumenical Statement on Russian Millennium' ----------------- 06. 2p 
Soviet government minister visits world church leaders ---------------- 09. 17 
GDR: liturgy closing European ecumenical meeting televised ----------- 10. 48 
Europe: ‘Your Kingdom Come’ -------------—-—-—-—-—~----~--—--~--—-—-—-—-—~----------- 10. 74 
"Message from the 4th European Ecumenical Encounter’ ------------------ 10.100 


CONFERENCE OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES OF THE LATIN COUNTRIES OF EUROPE (CEPPLE) 


CONGO 


CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION (COCU) 
"Covenant communion' seen as step in US church unity ------------------ 06. 04 


CONVERSION 


eT ee 

COPTIC 

‘an. Evangelical: Views, Coptic Orthodoxy! crar>aGnsT eieeee) HOtunD Se 
COSTA RICA 

Worship workshops for Latin America, North America, Caribbean --------— 
Costa Rica: bishops object to Amnesty rock concert -—--~-------~~~~~~~-~— 
Ecumenical gathering for Central American peace --——-—————— nn 


Costa Rica/Nicaragua: post-hurricane appeal for uS$ 550 000 ---------- 


COURSE FOR LEADERSHIP IN LAY TRAINING (CLLT) 


CUBA 


"Reflections on a Visit to Cuba’ ------------ TSI TASER RODOIEE OO oa 
Cuba: 20. foreign priests, allowed to entér.---sars77 Santen Denon 


CULTURE & SOCIETY 

Missionary kids deal with culture shock ------------------------------—- 
CURACAO 

CYPRUS 


International affairs commission acts on Middle East, Korea, rights -—- 
Ecumenical consultation suggests guidelines for Middle East action --—- 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Czechoslovakia: state rejects separation of church and Stat Guses-seeee 
Czechoslovakia: demonstrators ask religious liberty -—----------------- 
Czechoslovakia: police break up religious-—freedom demonstration -—-—---- 
Kenya: RC bishops express concern about Czechoslovakia —---------—--—~--- 
New Czech Bible translation distributed -~---—---—---—--—-—-——~———~———~—~-—-—-—~--~—~—- 
Gorbachev to Christian peace group: shared opposition to N-weapons --—- 
Czechoslovakia: RC primate in ecumenical appeal -—----—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—~----—-~- 
‘Doing Theology in Different Contexts' ---—-—------—-—-—-—-—~-—-—-—-—--—-—~--—~-~—~—-——~-——~— 
‘Church Life in Czechoslovakia’ --—--------—~-----—-—-—~-—-—-—~--—-—-~—~—--~-—~—~—-—-—~—-—~-—~-—~+ 


DEFENCE & DISARMAMENT 


Religious input offered at UN disarmament session -—--—-----------~-~—~-~~-~ 
World Council of Churches urges multilateral disarmament approach ----- 
"WCC Statement to UN Disarmament Session' -~--—--—-----—-—----—---~~—~~~~~~~~ 
"World YMCA Statement on Disarmament' ---------—-—----—----—~~~-~~~-~~~~~-~~~~—~ 
UN disarmament session ends without agreement --—---------~-~--~~-~--~~~~~~ 


DENMARK 

Denmark: tv healing prompts dispute ------—-—--—----~~~~~~~~~~~~-~-~____ 
Denmark: .bishop objects, to: church, humiliation .~—--<~——=..<<- nes 
Namibia church reps urge end to fishing by Faroe Islands concern ------ 


DIAKONTA 


Scotland: ‘ecumenical encounter on the diaconate' -—-—-—-—-——-—-—-~~~~_______ 


O1 nist? 
03.457 


10.104 


06. 07 
06. 08 


03. 38 
03. 89 
04. 24 
05. 27 
05. 35 
06. 10 
06. 43 
12 5-15 
11. 16 


06. 94 
06. 95 
06.104 
07. 20 
07. 29 


02. 49 
06. 18 
ll. 93 


10. 84 


ght Ye 
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DIALOGUE 

Argentina: denominations evaluate dialogue ------—---—----—-------—------- O32 37 
Eastern Orthodox and Reformed open world dialogue ---—-—-----—------------ 03.123 
Lutherans, Roman Catholics complete paper on justification ------------ 03.158 
"Witness and Dialogue’ -—-------------—-—-—-—----~-~-—~-~—-~-—-—~—-—-—-—--—-—----——-—-—--—-—--—- 04. 58 
India: dialogue on eucharist's social significance -------—-—--—--------- 05. RZ 
Japan: first Kyodan-seminary talks in 20 years -—----------------—------ 06. 49 
Concern for religious plurality on ecumenical dialogue group's agenda - 06.112 
RC dialogues continue with Anglicans and Pentecostals ----------—------- 09. 51 
Chile: ecumenical council urges ‘authentic dialogue’ -—--—-----------—--- pS ed 
Egypt: dialogue between Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholics -—------- ss PE A 
"Christian—Jewish Group on Middle East Developments’ -—---------~-------- 11,449 
DISCIPLES 

USA: two denominations move closer to union --------------~—~—--~-----~--- 04. 23 
Hispanics cite frustration with Disciples task force -—-—---------------- 065,381 
DISINVESTMENT 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Central American Anglican bishops write their presidents -—-------------~- O25 7 
DRUGS 

Mexico: RC bishops alarmed over drugs -----------—----—----------------—- 06. 99 
EAST TIMOR 

ECONOMICS 

ECUADOR 

Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace -—----—------- 03. 88 
ECUMENICAL ASSOCIATION OF THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS (EATWOT) 

ECUMENISM 

Kenya: ecumenical developments noted ----------~—-—--------—---—-—--—------- 02. 07 
Ghana: ecumenical developments noted —----—-----~---—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—--~---------- 02. 08 
‘Suggestions for Ecumenical Action in the Middle East' --—-------------- 02. 12 
Netherlands: roundup of ecumenical developments ---------------------- 03. 03 
Sudan: ecumenical Christian education syllabus being designed -------- 034,14 
New Vatican directory on ecumenism projected -—---—----------—---—--------- 03. 24 
South Africa: some church groups decline white Reformed invitation --- 03. 35 
India: ecumenical church building honours apostle Thomas -—-----------—- 03. 48 
Hungary: ecumenical meeting of theological professors ---------—------- 03.118 
France: ecumenical statement on Sunday values ---------------—-—-------- 03.124 
Ecumenical visits underway -—---—-----~-----------~—--—---------—-—---—--—------- 03.167 
Zambia: mew national ecumenical structure urged -—---------------—------ 04. 84 
American Baptists to get ecumenical relations report -----—------------- 04. 96 
Wales: church covenant said 'milestone' ------------------------------ 05. 20 
Orthodox youth discuss ecumenical participation -----—-----—------------—— 05. 76 


ae 


ECUMENISM (continued) 


USA: Christians gather for worship, education -—----------—-—-—---—--—----—-- 05.196 
Uganda: council of Pentecostal and Evangelical churches formed ------- 06. 35 
Ecumenical Patriarch responds to Mount Athos monks -----------—--------—- 06. 62 
USA: bishops of three traditions plan joint baptismal service --—----- 06. 80 
‘A 50th Ecumenical Anniversary' --------------------------------------=- 06.109 
Australia: new ecumenical links proposed -----------—--—---—---—--—-------— 079233 
Ghana: parishes of six denominations set up council ---------------~--- 079535 
Angola: ecumenical assembly meets ---------—-—-—----—----------------—-—---— 0779533 
Canada; Centre for Ecumenism gets ecumenical sponsorship ------------- 07. 61 
Ecumenical observers at Anglican world meeting -------—------—----—------- 07. 65 
Lambeth Conference: ecumenical guests offer unity perspectives -—------ 08. 03 
Anglican bishops shape ecumenical agenda, interfaith talks ------------ 08evl5 
Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean --—----—--—- 08. 26 
Ecumenical situation in Latin America and Caribbean reviewed ---—----—-—-- 08. 30 
Ecumenical hearing urges 'new development paradigm' -—----—-—---—--—-~-—~-----~-- 09. 04 
USA: Reformed synods deal with ecumenism, communion --------—----—-—----- 09. 18 
GDR: liturgy closing European ecumenical meeting televised ----------- 10. 48 
South Korea: ecumenical evangelism effort at Olympic Games —---------- 10. 56 
"Ecumenical Accountability’ -----------—--~-----—~--—-—--—-~-—-~-—--~-~-~--~—~—-~-—--~~-~ 10.113 
EDUCATION 

USA: Christians gather for worship, education ——---~-—-——-—-—~-——~~~~--—_~-~-~ 05. 93 
Indian School of Ecumenical Theology getting underway --------------~---~ 06.007 
Africa: church conference pushing education reforms eo 08. 06 
Italy: kids get religion classes or ‘equivalent alternative’ -—-------- 09. 24 
Upcoming Bossey programmes announced -------—----~~~-~—~~~~~~~~~~~-_-~~~~ 09. 29 
"Soviet Atheist Education’ ----——----——---——-—--—-~-~~-~-_~___-~_-_____-______ 09. 42 
Namibia: ecumenical statement on education crisis —--—-----~~~-~~~--~~_ 09. 54 
Namibia: Lutherans rebut charges against deputy bishop -------------~-- 10. 20 
WoingsTheology in: Different: Comtext sg) ammeter Ll) 32285 
US$ 1 million asked for 19 West Bank Christian schools --------------- 11. 29 
EGYPT 

Coptic pope: no pilgrimages because of Palestinian situation --------~— 03, 26 
Egypt: dialogue between Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholics -------—— 10.684 
ounep tL4 A, Caget of Prosel yt iam “in. Egyptc+s-eneeeseeeeae ee 10.109 


EL SALVADOR 


El Salvador: Lutherans set up solidarity ‘secretariat +i... Os "15 
El Salvador: increased harassment of church-run camps reported -—-—----~ 03.152 
ENVIRONMENT 

‘Toward a Theocentric Environmental Ethic’ -~-~-----~--~_________ 05. 86 
Brazil: ecumenical consultation discusses environmental problems -—---- 07. 26 
Africa: ecumenical leader condemns toxic-waste dumping --—--~-~~-~-~~._ 09. 65 
USSR: bishop calls for environmental concern -----~---------____.._____ 10. 28 
"Ecumenical Declaration on Toxic Waste Disposal' ------~--~~~--~_______ 10. 31 
Ecumenical visits to GDR, Netherlands -----------________..... 10. 89 


apy = 


ETHICS 

Church and other reps call for moratorium on patented animals —-------- 05. 62 
Adventists form committee on human life -—---------—-------—---—-—--~—~--~--~—- 09. 57 
ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopia: ecumenical relief effort arranged —-----—-----—-—-—-—--—--~--—--~-~- O01. 16 
‘The Church in Ethiopia' ---------------~—----~—---~~-—~-—~-~-—-—----~-~-—-~--~-—--- 02. 18 
Ethiopia: Lutheran president reports many churches reopened -—--------- 03. 07 
Ethiopia: authorities release 55,000 Bibles —-----—--—-—--—--—---—--~—-~--~-—--- 03.119 
Ethiopia: talks begin on compensation for church station —-—-------—---—- 04. 53 
Ethiopia: foreign relief workers ordered out of two provinces —------- 04. 80 
Relief operation said not greatly affected by Ethiopian -—-------------- 04. 91 
Ethiopian patriarch dies -—------------—-~----—-—-—~--~-—-—-—--~-———-—---—--—---—--—---~—- 06. 48 
Ethiopia: Lutherans of different minds about women's ordiantion -—----- 06. 85 
Ethiopia: Lutheran synod leaders urged to fight Aids -—---—------------—- 06. 86 
Ethiopia: government to pay for seized church station -—-—---—-------—---—~ 074='38 
LWF okays assembly theme, mission statement, new member —-—------------- 07. 39 
World Lutheran committee considers several issues -—---—-------—---—---—---- 07. 68 
"Reflections on Proselytism in Ethiopia’ ---—-------—-—-—-—--—---—--~--------- 08. 40 
Ethiopia: fourth Oriental Orthodox patriarch enthroned -—-------------—- 09. 41 
Ethiopia: Orthodox appeal to Eritreans, Tigreans for peace ----—------- V.4465 
EUROPE 

Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace ------------ 03. 88 
Europe: church group meets on refugee issues —----------—--—---—-—-—-—-—--—--- 04. 92 
Bible society leader sees new opportunities in East Europe -—-~--------- 06. 05 
Europe: minority Lutheran information service moving ------—----------- 06. 16 
Europe: Baptists to meet next month -—----—------—-—----—-~-—---------------- 06's Si 
Europe: Christian students to gather —-----—----~-—-—-—-—-—-—---—--~--~-—-—-—-—----—- 07. 82 
"Secularization in Europe’ --------------—-—-—-—--—--~—-~---—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-------- 09. 43 
Europe: ‘Your Kingdom Come' ----—-----------—-—----—-—-—~—--—-—---~---—----—------ 10% 74 
EVANGELISM 

‘Witness and Dialogue’ -—---------------~-~—--~-~--—-—-—----—-—-—---~—--—----------- 04. 58 
Graham in first China visit -—------------—-----—-—~-~—~-~--—-—--~-~-----~-—-—-—------— 04. 95 
USA: Presbyterians ask more evangelism, mission efforts -------------- 06.111 
Kenya: church and government leaders support German evangelist ------- 07. 43 
"Reflections on Evangelism Crusades' ----—------~-—--—--—-—~--—--—-—-—-—----—------- 09. 10 
USA: black Christians discuss reaching unchurched ---------------—----- 09 21 
"Secularization in Europe' --------------—--—--—-—~—-~-~--—-—---~---—-----—-------- 09. 43 
Finland: Graham crusade was ‘shot in the arm' -—-----------------—-—----- Oo 72 
Lausanne II to be in Manila ------------~------—-~----—~------------------- LO Se15 
Consultation on world evangelization by 2000 set ----------------—--—---- TO? 723 
South Korea: ecumenical evangelism effort at Olympic Games ----------- 10. 56 
"Moussa: A Case of Proselytism in Egypt' ---—-------------------—------- 10.109 
EVANGELICAL 

USSR: Baptists and atheists meet ------------~------------------------- 10. 55 


‘An Evangelical Views Coptic Orthodoxy' ------------------------------- 10.110 


hist 


FAITH 

‘Christian Martyrdom' ToT Tac Sar rqerak Jot ties woes Sense Gor 05,2152 
Europe: more than 20% of Christians believe in’ reincarnation --------—- 06. 41 
‘Thurian-moves “from Geneva’ to Rone -————— 06.108 
Newspaper says scientists find Turin shroud 'medieval fake' ----------- 09. 53 


FALKLANDS (see MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS) 


FAMILY ISSUES 


Norway: abortion, filioque, immigrants on synod agenda —-------—---~--—— 015.05 
Zambia: Pentecostals don't agree on remarriage --—-—---—---—-—~—-—--—-—-—--—---—-—— OL 4 
Canada: abortion law ruling prompts variety of church reactions -—----- 02.45 
USA: American Baptists try "middle ground" on abortion -—--—---—--------- 03. 74 
USA: anti-war, anti-poverty activists sign anti-abortion ad -~--------- 03.147 
Tanzania: ecumenical programme for responsible parenthood —-—-----—----- 035.55 
USA: RC bishops gave info to Secret Service on abortion group --—------ 04. 16 
Australia: bishops warn about changes in infertility law --------—--—--- 04. 78 
USA: church-backed family week planned -—-----—-—--—-—-—--—---—-—-—-——-—-—-—~—-—-—--—-—-—~- 05.430 
Vatican and community of women disagree -—-—--—--------—-—-—-—~-—--—-—-—~—~—-—-——-—-——-——— 06. 63 
Kenyan bishop says polygamy tolerable ----—-—---—-—-—-—-—--—-—-——---—~—-—-——-—~—-—~—-—~———- 08. 02 
Africa: polygamy remains contentious church issue -—----—----—--—--—-—--—-——- 09. 02 
Canada: United Church keeps abortion stand --—-------—---—-—~—--—-—---—~—~--—~--—~- 09. 07 
FIJI 

Church report: Fiji nation and church 'deeply divided' ~------------~- 03. 65 
FILMS 

Sri Lankan Buddhist director preparing film about Jesus Christ -—------- O2,.-413 
*"Blasphemous' Jesus film attacked -——-----—--——--~-~-~~~~--~--~~-__________ 08. 16 
"Last Temptation' film attracts audiences and protests -------—---—-~-~~ 08. 60 
"Temptation' widely protested; world release of film moved up -------- 10. 06 
USA: Orthodox bishop says he intended no antisemitism ---------~---~—~~ 10. 67 
Israel: 'Last Temptation' banned as offensive to Christians --------~--~ pS ae: 
USAy* call. for.’ E.T. boycott). ee ee eee ll. 66 
FINANCE 

Nicaragua: Cepad says monetary reform ‘sound', cites problems -—---—---~ 03. 87 
Finland: tax reforms would reduce church revenues -------------—————~—~ 04. 39 
Religious orders give more to Vatican; ask simpler lifestyle --------- 04. 81 
Mennonite World Conference deals with deficits ---~~~-------~----_________ 06. 69 
Ecumenical hearing urges 'new development paradigm' -—----—-----—~—-~~—-~~ ~~ 09. 04 
Portugal: Presbyterians in budget crunch wo - - + 09...897 
West German church message to world financial meeting —---—--—-------~~~~ 10. 58 
United Methodist agency cuts nearly US$1 million —----------------______ Lie ALL 
USA: Baptist mission offering down again ——————-~--=~~W-iL iat 
FINLAND 

Finland: church often seen as old-fashioned, wealthy, rigid --------~-_ O2'4 (50 
Finland: critics form alternative theological institute —-----~--~-~___ U2 sce 
Finland: bishop refuses; women to be ordained by other bishops ------ 03. 04 
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FINLAND (continued) 


Finland: complaints about bishop who won't ordain women —-------------— 04. 38 
Finland: tax reforms would reduce church revenues -—-----—-------------- 04. 39 
Finland: Lutherans and Pentecostals discuss baptism ---—-—-------------- 04. 49 
Finland: change in sermons reported -—-------------—-—-—----—-—-—----—-—-—------ 06. 42 
BEM consultation reviews responses -—-—----—-—-—--—--—-—----—--—---—-—-—---—-—---—----— 07. 74 
Finland: 500th anniversary of country's first book -—------—------------ 08. 46 
Finland: Graham crusade was 'shot in the arm' -—----—-—------—------------ Ue. fc 
Swedes to assume responsibility for Finnish work in Sweden -—----------- 09. 73 
FOOD/HUNGER 

Church fears mass starvation in Sudan —---------—---—-—-—-—--—-—---~-—-----—-—-—--- Oe. 20 
Nestlé boycott resumed -—---------------—-----—-—-—---—--—---—--—--------------- 10. 93 
FRANCE 

France: bishops urge churches to remain open in July, August --------- 03. 85 
France: church reps meet government minister on Gypsies -------------- v3. 00 
France: ecumenical statement on Sunday values -—--—----—--—--------------—- 03.124 
France: Protestant commission questions presidential candidates --—---- Us.t2> 
France/South Africa: 300th anniversary of Huguenots marked ----------- 03.126 
Hostage says Bible reading kept him sane -------------—~--—---~---------- 04. 22 
International reunion of Huguenots ---—--------—-—-------------—-—-—--------- Os. ye 
France: Reformed support New Caledonian Kanaks --—--------—-~-—----------- 05. 94 
France: Lutheran-Reformed permanent council meets -------------—------- UF, 10 
Ecumenical conference calls for ‘respect for individual animals' ------ 09. 50 
Dombes colleagues raise questions about Thurian ordination -—----------- 10. 19 
Eighth world Huguenot meeting held -—-—-—----—--------—---—--—---—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---—-—-— 10. 47 
France: Lutheran-Reformed council meets -—-------—--—-—-—-—-—--—--—----—-------- 10. 60 
Taizé plans youth meeting in Hungary ----------------—---—---—------------ er 76 


FRONTIER INTERNSHIP IN MISSION 


Ecumenical interns meet to consider their work -—------------—-—-—-—---—----- 10. 38 


FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL 


FREEMASONRY 


FUNDAMENTALISM 


Growth of Islamic fundamentalism said to reduce conversions -—-—--------- Oss 35 


GENETICS 


Church and other reps call for moratorium on patented animals --—------- 05. 62 


GENOCIDE 


GERMANY (FRG & GDR) 


GDR: government sees 'interference' in comments on church raid ------—- O01. 06 
"Religious Freedom in the GDR: A State View' ------------------------—- Ore "23 
GDR: peace, rights activists released after church pressure ----—------ 02. 28 
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GERMANY (continued) 


GDR/FRG: 
Namibia: 


Joint church letter marks 1000th anniversary ---------------- 
ecumenical council deplores way white Lutherans left -------- 


GDRs. Christians meet on. justice, DE&CGs, CLEA 8 OM meme m—y 
FRG: ecumenical appeal on Sunday observance —------—-—-~-~-~—~~—~—~~~~———— 
GDR: activists reported arrested after church service ----------—-—-—--— 
Tenth anniversary marked by GDR bishop's meeting with Honecker -------- 
Global Lutheran consultation considers Aids pastoral work ------------- 
GDR: church leaders say country needs all its citizens --------------—- 


GDR: bishop asks just solutions for those determined to leave 
GDR: church newspapers under pressure 


Btheters BOL LO mim er 197 mk LLL On, | mre cc 


FRG: interfaith developments prompt evangelical criticism 
FRG: fewer church members per clergyperson 
more than 20% of Christians believe in reincarnation --------—- 
FRG: church reps and McDonalds at odds 
"German Evangelical Monastic Communities' 
Ecumenical pilgrimage to Nazi-era memorial 
Ecumenical hearing urges 'new development paradigm' 
ecumenical effort at refugee/migrant rehabilitation -—---------- 
bishop criticises German emigration -------—-—-—-—-—--—-—--——-—-—--—~—--—— 
German Reformed in reconciliation meeting 
GDR church synod takes up several issues in society 
GDR: liturgy closing European ecumenical meeting televised 
West German church message to world financial meeting 
‘Your Kingdom Come' -—---—--—------—-—--—-—~----~-—-—-—-—-—----—-—-—-—-—-—--—--—--—----—— 
GDR: defence chief sees no need for more non-military service 
Ecumenical visits to GDR, Netherlands 
"Church Statement on 50th Anniversary of Kristallnacht' 
GDR: church reps in closed session on justice, peace 
"Is the GDR an Atheist State?' 
Hendrik Kraemer recalled 
"GDR Church Press —- A Critical Ally' 
Baptists, Lutherans discuss church and eucharist 


Europe: 


Ghana: 


Romania: 


Europe: 


‘Sarman Church Council on South ok 64 ca een eee 
GDR: government cancels Christian student conference —------—---~~--~~~-~ 


GHANA 


Ghana: 
Africa: 
Ghana: 
Ghana: 
Ghana: 


GREECE 


ecumenical developments noted ————--——+———--———-—______.__ = 

hey Cra T rs 0: ae ta mmr rm cee eee ee 
State guarantees religious broadcasts ———-—-—-——~-——..._._.._ -__-____= 
parishes of six denominations set up council -------------~~~-~~ 
Presbyterians consider cannery, Netherlands missionary -—---—---- 


Orthodox mission meeting urges: "embrace, renew the whole world' ----- 
Uzehodox consider mission approaches i sent steerer wee ieee 
IFOR appeals on two Greek conscientious objector cases —------~--——-——_ 
900th anniversary of Patmos monastery ————————____________. 
Urtiodox youth call for church. renewal ———___..._._.__ 
Eastern Orthodox meeting on place of women, ordination -------------___ 
Eastern Orthodox meeting: impossible to ordain women -----~--------___ 


GRENADA 


02 aes 
03. 28 
03. 64 
03. 84 
03. 90 
03...99 
04. 71 
04. 72 
05. 3/7 
05.0049 
06. 36 
06. 39 
06. 40 
06. 41 
07. 50 
08. 54 
08. ..63 
09. 04 
LO) er 4) 
09.61 
10. «16 
10.39 
10. 48 
10. 58 
10. 74 
10. 86 
10. 89 
10.101 
10.103 
10.114 
ll. 08 
11. .38 
lls dp 
11. 80 
12. 40 
02. 08 
06. 38 
06. 73 
07.-35 
07. 36 
05. 04 
05. 05 
U5. am 
10. 40 
LU. 76 
11-01 
11. 60 


— FP = 


GUATEMALA 

Guatemala: groups form evangelical conference —-—-—---—-—--—--—---—-—-—-—-—-—---~-- 03. 
USA: Anglican bishops’ secretaries hold first conference -—-----------—- 04. 
WCC's Castro appeals for safe return for Guatemala opposition --------- 04. 
Guatemala: RC bishops blame poverty on poor land distribution -—------—- 05. 
GUINEA 

GUYANA 

GYPSIES 

France: church reps meet government minister on Gypsies -------------- 03. 
HAITI 

WCC general secretary sends message on Haiti --—-----------—---—-—--—------- 07. 
‘The Church in Haiti' -----------------—-—--—------—-—---—---—-—------—--------- 08. 
Haiti: crowd backs priest -------------—---—-—------—---—--------~-—~-——------- Loe 
Haiti: role of church in bringing change assessed -------------—---—---- ps2 
HEALTH 

RC bishops see condoms as lesser evil ----------------—----—------—------—- 01. 
"Aids—Related Ecumenical Issues' --------------—--~----—-—--—-—-—-—-—--—~-—-—~------- 02. 
Christian Medical Commission outlines plans and priorities ------------ 03. 
England: Anglican recommendations on alcohol abuse, blasphemy -------- 03. 
Church action on addictions urged -—--------------—-—--—-—-—-—-—--------~---—---—- 03. 
Tanzania: Lutherans launch Aids-—control programme -—---—-—-----—-—-----—---- 03. 
Christian Reformed missionaries offered optional Aids test -—----------- 04. 
Global Lutheran consultation considers Aids pastoral work -—------------ 04. 
"Alcoholic Beverages in the Local Parish' -—--------------—-----—---~-----—- 04. 
WCC's Christian Medical Commission proposes drug-—donation guidelines -— 05. 
Zambia: church reps say Aids campaign promotes immorality ------------ 05. 
USA: Bible Society offers booklet for people with Aids ---------—------ 06. 
United Methodist bishops issue letter on Aids ----- rt ee ee ee 06. 
Zambia: ecumenical appeal against Aids-related abortions -—-—----------- 06. 
Ethiopia: Lutheran synod leaders urged to fight Aids —---—-------------- 06. 
Vatican criticizes US bishops on Aids -—---------------—----------—-----~-- 07. 
Uganda: Bibles distributed with Aids advice -—-------—---—--------------—- 07. 
Zambia: church-run clinics, hospitals said below standard ------------ 07. 
Zambia: church leaders object to condom distribution -—-—--—--—-—-—-—-------- 07. 
USA: RC bishops keep and update controversial Aids text -------------- OF: 
Scotland: psychologists find problems at Kirk headquarters ----------- 08. 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

USA: Baptists reject money from congregation over homosexuality ------ 03. 
Canada: United Church debating sexual orientation, ordination -------- 03’ 
USA: 3 ‘openly gay' students reported certified for ordination ------- oo. 
US Lutheran bishops: homosexual practice ------------------—----------- 04. 
Seventh-day Adventists move against homosexual support group ---------- 04. 
USA: two of three gay Lutheran seminarians said ‘in compliance’ ------ 04. 
Methodists discuss doctrine, homosexuality, university in Africa ------ 05. 
USA: specific sexuality questions for Lutheran ordinands? ---—--------- 06. 
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HOMOSEXUALITY (continued) 


United Church's gay ordination proposal draws broad criticism --------- 
New United Church of Canada policy: gays can be ordination candidates 

Norway: union sues over failure to hire gay pastor --------—----------— 
United Church of Canada issues sexuality material -----------—--------——— 
Hong Kong: church responses vary to homosexuality laws --------------- 
Swedish Lutheran assembly: women, gays, and structure ---------------— 
Canada: United Church to discuss decision on homosexual ordination --- 


HONDURAS 


WCC protests political assassinations in Honduras —-----~-----~-----—-~-— 
‘Honduras):& Central American, Peace'y ——=— = aaa Bee en 
HOG! s Castrosobjects ito-US troops win Bonar 66 es 
Honduras: youth work on centre of reconciliation -------------------—— 


HONG KONG 


CGAtreaffirms commitment. ——----———--___--_--_-_-___ tense goed Beoas 
Hong: Kong :.: religious leaders ,asks C8010 prep en ee 
HongKong :) ecumenical) counci] shead'; signs) -————— 
Hong Kong: call for missionaries to Hakka speakers abroad ----------—— 
‘The:'Church in: Hong Kong! ——-——_-————_—— nn — eee 
"Facing. Hong Kong. 1997. — Stay or Leave?’ )-——————-—3— 55 an nee 
‘Challenges as: Hong Kong approaches! ~—<—————— 9 ee ee ee 
New Hong Kong ecumenical document focuses on changes coming in 1997 --- 
Hong Kong: church responses vary to homosexuality laws --------------— 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


WCC protests political assassinations in Honduras --—--—----—--—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—— 
GDR: peace, rights activists released after church pressure -—---—------ 
GDR: peace, rights activists released after church pressure —-—--—--—--—-—— 
‘An Ecumenical View of New Caledonia’ -—----—-—-----—-----—-—--—~-—-—-—-—-—~—-—-—-—-—---—-— 
Soviet human rights group includes two church people ------—-—-------—-—-—-—-— 
Malaysia: at least 9 church people among 34 ordered held for two years 
World Council of Churches rep urges action on 'disappeared' ---—-------- 
‘Ecumenical Human-Rights Involvement’ -—---—------—------—-—-—~-—-—-—-——-—-—-—-—---—--—-— 
Brazilian church people testify on land struggle ----------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—- 
South Africa: church-backed anti-apartheid group banned --—-----—---—---- 
Malaysia: Christian federation urges fair trial for detainees -—------—- 
‘An Ecumenical Overview of Some Human Rights Concerns' -—-—-------—---—---—- 
Switzerland: Protestant federation supports Armenian catholicos -—----—- 
World Reformed Alliance scores Romanian policy on minorities ---------—- 
WCC committee speaks on Middle East, human rights, and Romania —--—----—- 
Vietnam: last Evangelical military chaplain reported released -—-—---~—- 
Namibia: bishop denied passport for 10th time in four years ----------~ 
Ecumenical team visits Paraguay -—--------—----—----—~-~-~--~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~ 
Hungary: ecumenical council writes on Romanian minorities -~-------~----~ 


HUNGARY 


Theologians, peace activists consider 'theology of peace' -~----------~- 
Hungary: church policy reviewed in parliament -—-——————~—--—-—-—~—-—~—~~..____ 
Hungary: Christians mark 950th anniversary of King Stephen —----—~----~-- 
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HUNGARY (continued) 


Hungary: thousands of ethnic Hungarians reported from Romania ------—-- 
Hungary: ecumenical meeting of theological professors ---------------- 
Hungary: communist journal treats 'upkeep of churches' --------------- 
Hungary: new religious-affairs laws to be proposed —--—----—----—-—-----—-- 
Romania: Reformed trip on minorities cancelled ------—-------—-—--—--~-~~-~- 
Hungary: Marxist-Christian dialogue continues -----------—--—--—-—-—--—---—-- 
International work camp considers peacemaking -----------—------~--—~------ 
Europe: Baptists to meet next month ——--—--~--------~—~—-~—-~-~-~—-—~——-~--~---~ 
Hungary: church leaders oppose Romanian plan —------—---------~--—-—--—--~—- 
Hungary: independent ecumenical association recognised --—------------- 
‘God's Word: Hope for All' -—---—---------—-------—---~—-~~-—~-~~—~-—~~-~~~~—~—-~~~-~ 
Hungary: ecumenical council writes on Romanian minorities --—--—-----—--- 


HUNGER (see FOOD/HUNGER) 

ICELAND 

Iceland: church taxes not refundable -—---—--—----—---~—--—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—~--—-—-—-—---—- 
IDEOLOGIES 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

Language about God prompts ecumenical committee debate -—--------—-—------ 
INDIA 


Fiftieth anniversary of missionary meeting in India ------------------- 
Impact of world missionary meeting in India assessed -—----------------- 
Group monitoring decade of church solidarity with Women -—-------—------- 
Consultation looks at God's mission, interfaith dialogue —------------- 
India: ecumenical council holds quadrennial assembly --------~-------- 
Third world theologians consult on religious movements and liberation - 
India: theologians hit Vatican ban on priest ------------------------- 
India: ecumenical church building honours apostle Thomas -—------------ 
India: law changed on charitable trusts, including church bodies ----- 
India: government turning over church property ----------------------- 
India: archdiocese in language dispute --------------------------~---- 
India: Maramon Convention notes 100th anniversary -------------------- 
Sweden/India: Lutherans, Roman Catholics study ----------------------- 
‘Issues. for. thesChurch;in: India!.«----------+----+-—+—+-+--—---—-—---------- 
India: group asks church to put its own house in order --------------- 
India: Polish nun warned not to criticize abortion ------------------- 
India: dialogue on eucharist's social significance ------------------- 
India: ecumenical council celebrating 75 years ----------------------- 
India: United/Methodist union negotiations continue ---—--------------- 
India: bishop ordains wife deacon ----------------~-------------------- 
India: mew law to prevent 'misuse' of religious institutions --------- 
Indian School of Ecumenical Theology getting underway ----------------- 
India: CSI bishop in controversy ------------------------------------- 
India: Oriental Orthodox enhance role of women ----------—-----—-------- 
'The Liberative Potential of Third World Religions’ ------------------- 
‘Christians and the Punjab Issue' ------------------------------------- 
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04. 66 
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06. 13 
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06. 76 
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INDIA (continued) 


‘Mission: Priorities in Indfa i oalae——eee—eeeEeEeee—eeeeee———eeeEeEeEeeeeeee 09. 12 
India: bishops attack discrimination against some Christians --------- 09. 67 
Church of North India, Methodists continue church union negotiations --— 10. 08 
India: Hindi media criticized for portrayal of Christians ----------—- 10. 85 
"Christian Music Lm [dias qm mmm on a 10.108 
India: ecumenical effort to repeal low-caste decree —------—--—---—---—-—--— BY=56 


INDIANS (Canadian) 


Canada: continued ecumenical work with Native peoples seen ---------—— 03. 29 
Canada: Arctic bishop condemns 'animal-rights activists’ ------------—- OF 'y 57 
Canada: Native Ang htcaas tc€€0 eee L653 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


Nicaragua: church reps mediate Miskito/government agreement —-------—— 02.456 
Brazil: Makuxi tribal group appeals for church action -------—-------——-— 03. 45 
Brazil missionaries: tribe facing genocide -----—-----—-—--—------------——— 03.138 
New Zealand: Czclone does 'bicultural wonders' -----------—-—-—-—--------- 04. 26 
'A Fourth World in the USA! -———-—-—-—-———-———-- rr rrr O06 .257 
Canada: Arctic bishop condemns 'animal-rights activists' ------------— O75 97 
INDOCHINA 

INDONESIA 

Baptist missionaries reportedly denied Indonesian visa renewals -—------ 05.730 
Another Indonesian lutheran denomination ordains first women ---------—- 07. 59 


INTEGRITY OF CREATION (see JUSTICE, PEACE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION) 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


Consultation looks at God's mission, interfaith dialogue -------—------—-— 029-13 
Canada: ‘religious bigotry’ charged in interfaith service -—-—--—---—----- 03. 91 
‘Uniqueness, Finality, and Christ’ --------------—---—-——-—-—-—-—-—---—-—----—--- 04. 33 
"God and Caesar in Nigeria’ -------------—---~------------—----~—--~—--—--—--- 054431 
USA: Palestine reactions watched by church officials -—----—----—---—----- 057461 
Hungary: Marxist-Christian dialogue continues -----—-—-—----—----—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~— 06. 13 
FRG: interfaith developments prompt evangelical criticism -—-—---------- 06. 39 
‘Women in Interfaith dialogue’ brings together nine traditions -—-—------ 06. 92 
Women consider interfaith issues in new meeting style -—---—------------- 06. 93 
Church leaders from Sudan review famine, war, drought -----—---—-—-—-—--—---—- 074-72 
Sudan: church reps in appeal on Islamic law -—-—-----------—-—----—-—-~--~-~—~- 08. 10 
Anglican bishops shape ecumenical agenda, interfaith talks -—---—-------- 08. 15 
Proposal on interfaith dialogue prompts debate in WCC committee ------- 08. 78 
‘Christians and the Punjab Issue' -—--~----—--—--—-—-—-—--—-——-—-—--—-~—~—---—~—~—~~--~—~ 09. ll 
‘Interfaith Statement on South African Elections’ --—-—----—-—--—-—-—--—----—~—-~ 10. 99 
Switzerland: Protestant council on Jewish issues --—---—--—---—--~--~~~~~~ 10.106 


INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (IFOR) 


BS35 = 


INTRA-—CHURCH CONFLICT 


Sudan: Anglicans in dispute on leadership —------—----—-—---—-----~--—-----~- 02. 23 
Finland: critics form alternative theological institute -—------------- OZ .A52 
Argentina: catechism divides bishops ------------—--------------—------- 03. 49 
India: archdiocese in language dispute ------------~--—-—-—-—~-~—~--~---—~—~—-—--—- 03.136 
Kenya: church ordered closed after pastors scuffle -—------------------ 03.145 
Spain: protests after removal of three theologians ---—-—------—--------- 06. 83 
Canada: parishioner sues bishop; church appeal court set up -—-------- 06.102 
Lefebvre to be excommunicated for ordination of four bishops ---------- 06.114 
India: CSI bishop in controversy -—-----—-----—-----—-—-—---—-——-—--—--—-—-—------- OFan14 
Zambia: Church of God split proclaimed, denied -—----—-----—------------~- 11. 28 
Inter-Orthodox relations in North America: ‘lowest ebb’ -------------- 116442 
UK: Free Presbyterians discipline Lord Chancellor for attending mass - ll. 44 
IRAN 

‘WCC Reaction to Shooting Down of Iranian Plane’ --------—----------~---- 072262 
IRAQ 

Iraqi church leaders urge support for UN peace plan -----~---—----------- 04. 11 
IRELAND 

Irish Presbyterians end unity talks; soften anti-pope stand ---------- 07. 41 
Irish Presbyterians offer advice on S. Africa, N. Ireland ------------- 07. 42 
ISLAM 

Bangladesh: Islam becomes state religion —---~----—------—-—~-~--—-—-—~—-—-—~—~----— ORSF12 
ISRAEL 

Methodist, Lutheran, ecumenical reaction on Palestine situation ------- O02. 21 
‘WCC Presentation on Occupied Arab Territories’ -----------—------------ 02. 36 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution --- 03.101 
"WCC Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict' -——-----------—--—-------- 03.129 
‘A Painful Journey to Palestine' ---------—---—-—-—--—-—~—~---—~--—-—-—-—-—-—--~-—~--—-—--- 04. 31 
‘WCC Concerns about the Holy Land Crisis' --------------~--—----—~—----—---- 04.107 
Canada: ecumenical council critical of Israel --—--------—--~—----—-—------ 06. 88 
Israeli policy scored by South African church rep -—-------------------- 07. 80 
Israel: ‘Last Temptation' banned as offensive to Christians ---------- 11 a*‘si 
US$ 1 million asked for 19 West Bank Christian schools --------------- 11. 39 
Israeli election results: ‘alarming direction' seen -—--—-—-------------- 11. 43 
ITALY 

Italy: Evangelical federation objects to school crucifixes --—--------- 06. 19 
Italy: seven RC bishops oppose moving US planes to their area -------- 06. 75 
Italy: Reformed/Methodist synod decides not to ask state aid --------- 09. 23 
Italy: kids get religion classes or ‘equivalent alternative’ -—-------- 09. 24 
Italy: Baptists moving toward financial self-support ----------------- 09. 28 
Italy: biblical Cain to be 'tried' in court -------------------------- b19272 


IVORY COAST 


Ivory Coast: Mennonites end relationship with Harris Church ---------—- 04. 70 
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JAMAICA 

Jamaica: ecumenical council critical of USA on Panama --------------—- 06. 98 
"A Baptist Call.- Selfless Service’ | ----2s--srerer rssterererr errr 08. 22 
Jamaica: church reps warn against election violence —----------—------—- 08. 32 
JAPAN 

Japan: Kyodan sets up info centre on emperor's death —-----------—-—-—--—-— 03. 56 
‘Japanese Christian Concerns about Unification Church’ -—----------—----- 04.109 
Japan: - state-of-the-art. Bible.<-——-—=———se=—Fe Se a eee tee 05. 29 
Japan-North American Commission on Cooperative Mission meets -------—--- 05. 45 
‘An Argument Against State Shinto' -----------—---—--—---—-—---—-------——-=--— 05. 47 
Japan: Kagawa centennial planned, --—--—--—-—-——-——----——-- > 05..y:65 
Japan: Japanese-—Portuguese New Testament planned --------------—--—--—--- 05, 26 
Japan: Norwegian missionaries in solidarity on fingerprinting -—------- 06. 17 
Japan: first Kyodan-seminary talks in 20 years ----------—--—-—-—-—-—--—-————— 06. 49 
Japan: Supreme Court rules against Christian widow -—--—------—-------—-—— 06. 54 
Japan: denominations criticize court ruling against widow ------------ 07. 07 
Japan: church actions on women's ordination --—----------—-—---—-—-—--—-—---—-—— 07. 08 
Japan: Anglicans delete emperor prayer -—-—-—-—--------------—--—----—------—- 07. 40 
Quakers holding world triennial -------—-—-—--—-—-—-—~-—---—--—-—~—----——~—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-——-— 08. 51 
Justice, peace, worship on Quaker's triennial agenda ------—---~--------—- 09. 03 
"Korean Ecumenical Message to People in Japan’ ---------—--------—-—-—----— 09. 45 
‘Church Statement as Japanese Emperor's Reign Ends' ~---—-—------—~—---—---- LO. 33 
Church in Japan ponders impact of emperor's death —-—---—-----—-—-—~—-—--—~—-—--~- 13..770 
‘Open Letter from Christians to Japanese Crown Prince' --—--—-—---—-—---—~—-—~-- L220 
JERUSALEM 

Middle East church leader warns about Christian Zionism -—-----—-----—~-~-~ 03.161 
Patriarch cancels Jerusalem procession fearing violence ----------~-~~-~ 04. 19 
Clergy visit wounded Palestinians; alternative to usual Easter visits 04. 35 
Middle East Christian groups object to ‘Christian Zionism’ ---------~~- 04. 90 
Signers of statement on Christian Embassy announced ----------—-—---~-—~~~-~ 05. 09 
JEWS 

"Letter from New York' -~----------—-----~-~—~----~-~~~~~~-~~~~~~--~---~~~~~_ 01. 19 
"Jewish-Christian Relations' ----—--—---------~-~~-~--~~~~_____-~_________ 01. 20 
USA: Baptist staff member out over views on converting Jews ---------- 03.103 
USA: Palestine reactions watched by church officials -—----~-~----~-~-~-~~_ 05. 61 
"A Jewish Perspective on» Proselytism' )}——-———-——-————_-~+—_______.s_._.__.___ ll. 81 
"The Church and the Jews' -----------------~-~--~---~~~~~~~-~~~----_-___ ll. 82 
JORDAN 


JUSTICE, PEACE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 


Vatican JPIC response: significant collaboration but not ‘co-inviting' 01. 04 
"WCC—-Roman Catholic Relations' 


wr - 034732 
Integrity.of-creationson»e¢umenical ) agenda o—se——— $9 — nh ee 027133 
GDR: Christians meet on justice, peace, creation -----------~-~--______ 03. 64 
Recommendations made on ‘integrity of creation' --------~----__________ 03. 67 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution ——— 03.101 
‘The JPIC Process! ~---~---—--~—---~~~—~~~~---- 03.131 
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JUSTICE, PEACE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) (continued) 


'The Human Cost of Division in Korea' --—---------~-~--—~--------—--—------- On." 72 
"Recommendations for Church Action on Korean Division' -----—-—-----—---- OF. 3 
‘Toward a Theocentric Environmental Ethic' -—-—-----—------—-—-----—-—------—-—- 05. 86 
Vatican appoints several to work on justice, peace, creation ---------- 08. 19 
WCC committee discusses peace, justice, integrity of creation --—------- 08. 50 
Kenya: workshop on education for justice, peace & creation -—---------- 09. 40 
Southern African church reps meet on justice, peace, creation --—------- LOP 13 
GDR: church reps in closed session on justice, peace ——---—-----~-------- 10 £1.03 


JUSTICE (see PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES) 


KAMPUCHEA 

Church organizations join in Kampuchea appeal -—-—-----—-----------~----—--- 03. 08 
KENYA 

Kenya: ecumenical developments noted -—--—-----------—-—-—-—-—-—--—------------ 022407 
"Recommendations on Awareness Building about Refugees’ -—--------------- 02,22 
Kenya: president urges peaceful solution in church dispute ----------- 02. 29 
Kenya: pastor appeals to Presbyterian assembly -—---------------------- 02 30 
Kenya: president urges church to help end tribalism, division -------- OsTi1 
Kenya: release of detainees wins church leaders' praise -—-—------------ 63'7°12 
Kenya: mnon-party members denied communion ~—----------------—----------- O32"13 
Kenya: church leaders not exempted from voting process ----—-—---------- 03. 18 
Kenya: church appeal for free and fair elections -~---—----~------------ 03. 47 
Kenya: government bans church-backed magazine —-—--------------—-—-—--—---- 03.134 
Kenya: church ordered closed after pastors scuffle -----------~------- 03.145 
Kenya: first complete Bible translation in Maasai finished ----—------- 03.149 
Kenya: mixed reactions to government ban on church magazine -—-—-------- 04. 29 
Kenya: editor of banned magazine charged with not filing reports ----- 04. 36 
Kenya: some Adventists discontented ------—-—------—-—---~------—-—---—------- OS ee15 
Kenya: bishop barred from church —--------------—-—-—-—---------—-—--------- 05. 26 
Kenya: RC bishops express concern about Czechoslovakia ---------—-—----- os} 27 
Kenya: Presbyterian minister settles case with denomination -—-—-—------- 05. 80 
Kenya: Presbyterians considering sisterhood and brotherhood ---------- 05. 81 
Evangelist-bishop Festo Kivengere dead at 68 ---------------—-—---------- 06. 50 
East Africa: Adventist executive director replaced -—-—-—-------—-—-—------- 06. 65 
Kenya: government, church reps continue sparring on criticism -------- 06. 84 
Kenya: church and government leaders support German evangelist ------- 07. 43 
Kenya: parliament condemns bishop ---------------—-----—----—------------ OF] 8 
YMCA holds first-ever world women's meeting -----------~----—----—-------- 08. 25 
Kenya: Moi offers views on various church issues --------------------- 08. 29 
World Council of YMCAS meets -------------—-----—-—----------------------- 08. 70 
Kenya: Christian magazine editor gets nine months in jail ------------ 09. 27 
Kenya: workshop on education for justice, peace & creation ----------- 09. 40 
Adventists hold annual meeting ------------------—-—---—-—-—---------—-—------ 10. 64 
Kenya: Moi assures on freedom of worship -—---------------------------- 10.105 


Adventist Annual Council acts on sports guidelines ------------—-------- tree33 


=}: 
KOREA 


"Report on an Ecumenical Visit to North Korea' --—----—--—--—--—-—-——-—-—-—-——-——— 
Group says Olympics means homelessness for poor —---—-------—--—--—--—-—--——-— 
South Korea: cathedral neighbours object to demonstrations -—--—-------- 
'The Human Cost of Division in Korea' --—-------—--—-—---—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—-—~—-—~—-—-—-—-—-—-— 
"Recommendations for Church Action on Korean Division’ -—-----—---------—- 
International affairs commission acts on Middle East, Korea, rights --- 
Japan: Norwegian missionaries in solidarity on fingerprinting -------- 
'A Church Role in Korean Reunification’ ---—------—-~—--—-—-~—~—-~———-—~—~—-—-—~——~-- 
Prayer days in South Korea, Malaysia -—------—--—-—--——--—-—-——-—-—-—-—---—-----—--- 
North Korea: completion of new church projected for next month -—-—----- 
"Korean Ecumenical Message to People in Japan' -----—-----—-~---—~----—-—-----— 
"Church Efforts to Further Korean Re-Unification' --—---------------—~--—-- 
Bible being read at dictation speed for North Koreans ---~--—-—--—-------- 
South Korea: ecumenical evangelism effort at Olympic Games -—-—----~----- 
Korean World Mission established —-------—~----—-—-—-—--—-—-—~-----~-~~----~--—--—-—- 
North, South Korean Christians draft joint reunification text --------—- 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace —--—-------—-- 
Latin America: ecumenical worship workshop held -—--—-----—-—--—-—--—~----—~--—-- 
Latin America: four ecumenical publishers join forces ---------—----~-~- 
Ecumenical situation in Latin America and Caribbean reviewed ---------- 
Latin America: military said combating liberation theology ----------- 


LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CLAI) 
Latin America: ecumenical worship workshop held -—--—---—-—----—-——-~——~——..—— 
Latin American ecumenical assembly OKs new programs -—------------—----~-~ 


Ecumenical council sends messages to Latin, Central Americans -----—---- 


LAW 


India: law changed on charitable trusts, including church bodies ----~ 


LEBANON 


fe TR Te Pde De Bi Te OP re RY oe Tes hee Ee IS SE i aI 
eS GONE III Ne 9602S ok le DON OT Ne ccreecieerntsnereieerrenrretiantentee ieee etree nian 


LESOTHO 

pe hc TL OY oN Gaol Mi Bo Wp AT Vo a ee a em Sa an nN Sn NSO SEIT Sng 
LIBERIA 

LIBERATION THEOLOGY 


Liberation theology s.otWO .COCad OB so Bi omc eminent bere elt cere eet on 
‘The Liberative Potential of Third World Religions’ -~--~~--—--_________ 
Latin America: military said combating liberation theology -~---~~---~_ 


LIBYA 


LITURGY 


"Liturgical Reform in Russian Orthodoxy' 
Liturgical practices prompt Norway debate 


90 
47 


37 


77 
42 
61 


49 
51 
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LUTHERAN 

"Letter from New York' -—--------------—---—---—---—-—---—-—-—-—----------------- 01. 19 
Runcie says Lutheran-Anglican full communion possible by 1991 --------- 02. 40 
USA: Anglicans, Lutherans take step towards full communion -—---------- 02. 46 
El Salvador: Lutherans set up solidarity secretariat -----—------------ Osei5 
Lutherans, Roman Catholics complete paper on justification ------------ 03.158 
US Lutheran bishops: homosexual practice -—------------—---—------—------- 04. 02 
Finland: Lutherans and Pentecostals discuss baptism ---—--------------- 04. 49 
Africa: meeting attracts reps of 30 independent churches ------------- 04. 69 
Anglican-Lutheran group calls for ‘immediate full communion' ---------- 05. 88 
Changes asked of Lutherans, Anglicans for full communion -------------- 05. 89 
Europe: minority Lutheran information service moving ---—-------—------- 06. 16 
USA: specific sexuality questions for Lutheran ordinands? -—----------- O658 71 
Ethiopia: Lutherans of different minds about women's ordiantion ------ 06. 85 
Ethiopia: Lutheran synod leaders urged to fight Aids ---------~-------- 06. 86 
France: Lutheran-Reformed permanent council meets —----------—--------- O7-9510 
USA: Lutheran bishops affirm editorial freedom of magazine ----------- 09. 26 
Namibia: Lutherans drop’ Afrikaans ---—----—-—------—-—---—-----—-—--—-—~--------- 09. 30 
Europe: bishops, journalists discuss minority role of media ---------- LOwwi3 7 
France: Lutheran-Reformed council meets —----—-------—----—~-—---~-—-—-------- 10. 60 
Lutheran-Eastern Orthodox sub-commission meets ------------------------ 11. 09 
Norwegian Lutheran synod urges mystery, meditation --—-------—---—-—---—~—--~- dlessi5 7 
Swedish Lutheran assembly: women, gays, and structure -—-—-----~----—----—- ELI '59 
First Canadian Lutheran monastery prompts debate --—-—-—----—--—----—~-—------- ba st7 4 
Baptists, Lutherans discuss church and eucharist ----------~------~-~---~- tice75 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 


Methodist, Lutheran, ecumenical reaction on Palestine situation ------- OS "22 
Angola: Lutheran delegation meets Swapo, ANC reps —----------------—--—- 04. 50 
Ethiopia: talks begin on compensation for church station ---—-~-------- 04. 53 
Relief operation said not greatly affected by Ethiopian --------------- 04. 91 
Ethiopia: government to pay for seized church station -—--------------—- 07. 38 
LWF okays assembly theme, mission statement, new member -—---------—--—--—- O72. 2739 
World Lutheran committee considers several issues -—----------—---—-—------ 07. 68 
Soviet government minister visits world church leaders --~—-—------------- OSeTl7 
‘Anglican and Lutheran Agendas' -—------—---—-------—-—--—-—--—-—-—--—------------ 09. 34 
WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat ------------—--------- y2n"14 
MADAGASCAR 

MALAYSTA 

Malaysia: at least 9 church people among 34 ordered held for two years 03. 40 
Malaysia: Christian federation urges fair trial for detainees -------—- 03.139 
Asian Lutheran communicators plan workshops --------------------------- 03.150 
Malaysia: Christian, interfaith concerns voiced about law, proposal -- 05. 01 
Prayer days in South Korea, Malaysia ------—----------—-------—--—-—-------- 08. 72 
MALAWI 

Exiled Malawi RC bishop says why Africans say celibacy no problem ----- 03.141 
Malawi: church seeks strategy on refugees -—--------------------------- 06. 60 
Malawi investigates Shekinah Ministries ------—----------—-------------—-- 07. 23 
Malawi: Free Methodists out of Christian council --------------------- 07. 34 
MALTA 


Malta: church-state problems 'on way to solution’ -------~-----------—- 03.166 


eat 
MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 


MAURITIUS 

MEDIA 

Denmark: tv healing prompts dispute -—-------——-——-—-————-——-——-————--=--—--—— 02. 49 
US: another tv evangelist steps down after sex charges --—----—--—------- 03. 46 
Swaggart programme dropped in several countries -----------—-—-—-—---—-——--—— 03...i/3 
USA: Baptist Press urged to use "Christian restraint" —--------------- O37 7 
Kenya: government bans church-backed magazine -------—-----—-----—----——-—— 03.134 
Papua New Guinea church: reservations on media plan —------------—-—---—- 04. 10 
South African government closes church-backed paper till 10 June -—---——- 04. 14 
Kenya: mixed reactions to government ban on church magazine --------——- 04. 29 
Kenya: editor of banned magazine charged with not filing reports —---—- 04. 36 
Ethiopia: talks begin on compensation for church station --------—---- 04.2153 
USA: Swaggart off Assemblies of God clergy rolls --------------—--—---—- 04. 60 
Swaziland: Dispute flares over Swaggart program --—-—-—-------—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—---— 04. 82 
Appeals for funds increase on Swaggart program -----—----~—-—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-——---— 04. 97 
Zambia: ecumenical foundation getting newspaper to retract ------—-—-—--—- 04.104 
Swaggart aides leave to start new ministries --—---—-—-—-—-—---—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-— 05. 43 
"The Media as a Frontier of Mission' -------—--—-----—-——-—-—~—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~—--— 05.070 
Ghana: state guarantees religious broadcasts --—-—-----—---—-—~---—-—-—-—-~-—-—-—-——- 06. 73 
Canadian Churchman to become Anglican Journal -—-------—-----—-—-—-—-~--——-—---—-— 06.100 
Ethiopia: government to pay for seized church station -----—-—-—------—-—-- 07. 38 
USA: Lutheran bishops affirm editorial freedom of magazine —--—-—---—---—-— 09. 26 
Kenya: Christian magazine editor gets nine months in jail -—-—-—--------—- 09. 27 
‘Two Hallmarks of the Media's Mission’ --—-~------—-—--—--—-———-~—~—----—~-—~-—~—--—~ 09: e933 
Bible being read at dictation speed for North Koreans -—----—---—----—-—-—--~- LO 22 
Europe: bishops, journalists discuss minority role of media -—---—-----~ L012 %37 
MENNONITE 

Africa: meeting attracts reps of 30 independent churches ------------—- 04. 69 
Ivory Coast: Mennonites end relationship with Harris Church --------—--~ 04. 70 
Mennonite World Conference deals with deficits -~---~---~-~~~~~~~~~-~~~~_ 06. 69 
‘Why Mennonites emigrate from USSR' ----—------—----~-~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-~~ 06.120 
"Mennonites and Ecumenism' ------------—-—~--~—~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-~~~ 08. 37 
METHODIST 

Week of celebrations to mark John Wesley's 'heartwarming' ---------~-~--- 03.102 
"Letter from New York' --—------------------------~~~~~~~~-~~~-~~~~--~~~~ 04. 30 
Zaire: missionary couples leave after disagreement with bishop --—----- O5<em11 
USA: Methodist staffers knock 'arbitrary' personnel policies --------~ OSeal3 
Methodists discuss doctrine, homosexuality, university in Africa ------ 05. 74 
Methodists mark 250th anniversary of Wesleys' conversions --------~-~-~~ 05. 96 
"Reflections on Wesley's Conversion’ ; ———--+—--_....____.__.._.. 06.2 a7 
British Methodists critique ‘government \——=<-es-e sos. O7emal 
Colombia: Methodists plan consultation for possible union -~---------~~ 07. 32 
Malawi: Free Methodists out of Christian council» ---]——-—-+=~ss-s sss 07. 34 
USA: secrecy of Methodist university report on sexism scored ---------— 07. 81 
Italy: Reformed/Methodist synod decides not to ask state aid --------~ 09. 23 
Church of North India, Methodists continue church union negotiations -- 10. 08 


United Methodist agency cuts nearly US$1 million ———————--~-.._________ bb es 


1s 
MEXICO 


Mexico: RC bishops alarmed over drugs -—-----------—---—---—-—-—--—-—--—------- 
Mexico: RC bishops warn about national stability --—--—-----—------------ 


MIDDLE EAST 


"Middle East Christians: Ecumenical Implications' ----—-—--------------- 
"Orthodoxy in the Middle East' ----------—---~---~--~--—~—-—-—-—-——~—-—-—-—-—-—-—------ 
Middle East Christian groups object to ‘Christian Zionism' -—----------- 
International affairs commission acts on Middle East, Korea, rights --- 
Ecumenical consultation suggests guidelines for Middle East action -—--- 
"Middle East Prayer/Action Suggestions’ -—-----—-------—-—--—--—-—-~—-—--—--—--—~—-- 
WCC committee speaks on Middle East, human rights, and Romania -------- 
"The WCC and the Middle East' -~---------~-------—----—-—-~—~---—-—-—-—---~---—-----— 
Middle-East: Orthodox church reps to meet -—-—------—-----------—-—----—---- 
"Christian—Jewish Group on Middle East Developments’ --------------—---—- 


Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East 
USA: Christians, Muslims, Jews form Middle East peace committee ------ 
MIDDLE EAST. COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (MECC) 


MECC appeals for prayers -----------—--------—-—-—------—-—----—-—------------- 
"Suggestions for Ecumenical Action in the Middle East' -+-------------- 
Middle East church leader warns about Christian Zionism -—-------------- 
Middle East Christian groups object to ‘Christian Zionism' ------------ 
"Middle East Prayer/Action Suggestions’ -—-------------------------—----- 
Steps toward common Arabic text for Lord's Prayer --------------------- 
Israeli election results: ‘alarming direction' seen ---------—-~-—-~------ 
Middle East ecumenical leader: 'cautious hope’ on Palestine -—--------- 
WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat --------------------- 


MIGRATION 


'Why Mennonites emigrate from USSR’ ---------------—-------------------- 
Romania: bishop criticises German emigration -—---—---—---—-—-—--—~--~--------- 


MILITARY SERVICE 
GDR: defence chief sees no need for more non-military service -------- 
MINISTRY 


Methodists, Lutherans urge attention to bishops' ministry ------------- 
Norway: bishop advises taking parish pastor to court -----------~------— 
South Africa: white church dismissal of anti-apartheid minister -----—- 
Sweden: lay assistant pastors, Lutheran confessionals coming? -------- 
Netherlands: plan to import Polish priests draws objections --—-------—- 
Scotland: Presbyterian suspended for asking RC to pray --------------—-— 
Finland: change in sermons reported -—--------------------------------- 
India: bishop ordains wife deacon -—-------—-—-----—----—-------—--—--------- 
New United Church of Canada policy: gays can be ordination candidates 


MORALITY 
MORAVIANS 


MORMONS 


06. 99 
08.031 
04. 03 
04. 05 
04. 90 
06. 07 
06. 08 
08. 23 
08. 61 
09. 44 
10. 66 
as 7 9 
04.103 
02. 09 
O2o%12 
03.161 
04. 90 
08.23 
10. 90 
ll. 43 
12. 04 
12. 14 
06.120 
09. 61 
10. 86 
Ol. 07 
QLr'10 
01. 11 
Ohanls3 
04. 18 
06. 29 
06. 42 
06. 68 
09. 14 


ee — 


MISSTON/MISSIONARY 

Fiftieth anniversary of missionary meeting in India ------—---—---------—- 02. O1 
Impact of world missionary meeting in India assessed —-—--—-—-—-—--—-—--—-—-—---- 02. 02 
Consultation looks at God's mission, interfaith dialogue -------------—- 02123 
Baptist missionaries reportedly denied Indonesian visa renewals --—---——- 05. 30 
Japan-North American Commission on Cooperative Mission meets ---------- 05. 45 
Concern for religious plurality on ecumenical dialogue group's agenda - 06.112 
Hong Kong: call for missionaries to Hakka speakers abroad -~----—--—---- 07. 09 
USA: effort to place chaplains with auto workers -------—-----—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—-— 07. 49 
"Mission Priorities in India Today' -----—----—----—--—-—--—--~-—-—--—--—-—-—~—-—-—~---—— 09. 12 
Philippines: Norwegian missionary accused --—-----—--—-—-—-—--—-—--——-—-——--—-—-—-—-- 09. 68 
Korean World Mission established -—-—----—---—--—--—----—~—------—-—-—-—~-—-—~—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—- LOST 
Missionary kids deal with culture shock ------------—-—-—----—--—-—-—--—-—----—-—- 10.104 
Netherlands: missionary societies hold joint meeting -—-—-------—-------- Werks 
MOZAMBIQUE 

‘The Situation in Mozambique’ -—-—------—----—-—-—-—-—~-—-—-—-~--—~-—-~—~—-—~—-~--—-—-—-—~—--—-—-—- 04. 04 
Church meeting considers Mozambique refugee plight -—-----—------—---—-—-~---— 05. 91 
Church agencies urged: combine aid and advocacy on Mozambique -—-----—-- 06. 24 
"Ecumenical Council Report on Mozambique Situation’ -—-—---—-—--—-—~—-—-—~-—~—--—~— 06. 56 
Malawi: church seeks strategy on refugees --—-----—-—-—-—-—--—-—-—~—-—-—-——-————-——-—— 06. 60 
Mozambique: government religion policy changing ---—---—-—---—-—-—--—~—---—~—-—~-~ 07. O1 
Malawi investigates Shekinah Ministries -—---—-—------—----—-—-—-—~—~-—~-—-—~—--~—~--~—~ OD ARZ3 
Ecumenical appeals launched for Mozambique and refugees -—-—--—---—---—-~—-—-~ 09. 05 
Roundup: ecumenical conference urges support for SA neighbours -—-—----~ T2790 
MUSTG 

Vatican bars secular music concerts in churches ——--——--——-——-+-—-—~—=-—=—={—= 02. 48 
Zimbabwe: Methodists debate Jesus' whiteness in revising hymnal ------ 06. 52 
USA: A churchbody for heavy-metal Christians 9 <—+-=-2-2—s412226-54_ 2g 06. 74 
"Christian Music in India' -—---—---—---—~—~—~-~—~-___._._____-___________-.__._. 10.108 
NAMIBIA 

"The WCC and Namibia' -----------~—----~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~---~-+--___ 0210235 
Namibia: ecumenical council deplores way white Lutherans left -------- 03. 28 
Namibian bishop on blast: ‘when will killing stop?' -----------------_ 03. 36 
Namibia: church council joins effort to open communications ---------- 03. 54 
Namibia: bishop says South African forces stole materia] -------------— OSU-55 
Namibia: thousands attend funeral of bomb victims -—--------~-----~--~-~_ 03. 93 
Ecumenical hearings) planned: on) Namibiay————. aah i 04. 41 
Angola: Lutheran delegation meets Swapo, ANC reps -------------~~~--~~ 04. 50 
"Ecumenical Message on Kassinga Massacre' —------~~+-~~~~~~~--__-______ 04. 87 
"The Church in Namibia' ----------~-~~--~~-~-~-~~~~_-~--~-~--_-_--.._-___ 04. 87 
YMCA reps consider ‘youth in exile’ from South Africa, Namibia -----~-~-- 05. 17 
Namibia panel hears Swapo president, Anglican bishops=—<<+<sl2ss—<si__+ 05. 59 
Namibia panel hears activist ‘theologians (—<=++<2—=ssse1_24-sela_ssbsct 05. 60 
Church hearing on Namibia urges action on South African occupation ---— 05. 90 
Namibia: student boycott reported spreading ------------~~~~~-~~~~~_-~__ 06. 72 
‘wCG, Testimony’ on>Decolonialization! }siw.—2502Knh.23.le-eetebascgdelic._ 06.116 
Namibia “principles? church *reservat fons) -~=<=<2sc-shecatpBentegudobss2 08. 04 
Namibia: reaction to regional peace proposal ~—----—----—----~~~-~~~-~-___ 08. 52 
WCG committee speaks on Singapore, Southern Africa, Refugees, tension - 08. 81 
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NAMIBIA (continued) 


Namibia: Lutherans drop Afrikaans -—-------------—--—----—~—-—---~--—-—--~-~---~- 09. 30 
Namibia: ecumenical statement on education crisis -—-----------—-------—- 09. 54 
Namibia: Lutherans rebut charges against deputy bishop --—------------- 10. 20 
Namibia: bishop denied passport for 10th time in four years ---------- 10. 41 
‘Army Against Church in Namibia' -—--------------—-—~—-—---—~—-—~—--—~—-—-—-—~---—-—-—--- AIRY 7 
Namibia church reps urge end to fishing by Faroe Islands concern -—----- 1a473 
Roundup: ecumenical conference urges support for SA neighbours -—------ 244 OQ) 
Angolan, Namibian, S. African church reps report on apartheid effects - 12. 03 
Namibia: church leaders cautious on peace accord -—--—------------------ 12. 06 
NEPAL 

Nepal: 50 people reported in prison for conversion —-—---—--—-—----—-—-----—- B26 
NETHERLANDS 

Netherlands: roundup of ecumenical developments -----------—----—------- 03. 03 
Netherlands: opposition voiced to church reunion --—-—------—--—----—------ OFAi19 
Brother Andrew offers Russian Orthodox a million Bibles ---—-------—----- 03°.153 
Netherlands: plan to import Polish priests draws objections -—--------- 04. 18 
Netherlands: Reformed synod restricts itself on statements ----------- US' A821 
IFOR appeals on two Greek conscientious objector cases -—-----—-—--------- 0%. 23 
Centenary of Hendrik Kraemer's birth marked -—-—----------—-—-—-—-—-—-—---—------— 07. 60 
Amsterdam celebrations mark WCC's fortieth anniversary -------—-—---—----- 08. 82 
Netherlands: ecumenical sharing day attracts 6000 -—-------------—------ 09. 38 
WCC call for Shell boycott: Shell protests, WCC replies -------------- 09. 47 
Ecumenical visits to GDR, Netherlands -—----------—------------~---—-—------ 10. 89 
‘Proselytism in the Netherlands' -—--------------—----—-—-—-~-----—-----—------ BLP *‘85 
Netherlands: missionary societies hold joint meeting -—--------~-------- 2) “15 


NEW CALEDONIA 


"An Ecumenical View of New Caledonia' --------------—----—---—~---~----—----- 02°°35 
France: Reformed support New Caledonian Kanaks ------------—-----—------ 05. 94 
"WCC Testimony on Decolonialization’ -----—-----—-----—-—--—----—-—-~-~----—--~--- 06.116 
"Ecumenism in New Caledonia’ ------------------------------------------ 10. 70 


NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS 


Canada: United Church asks ministers to avoid Unification trips -—----- 03. 50 
Spain: government commission to look into 'sects' —--------------—----—- 04. 17 
‘Japanese Christian Concerns about Unification Church’ --—-------------- 04.109 
Anti-sect group working with some Opus Dei members -------------------- 10. 29 
NEW_ZEALAND 

New Zealand: most have Bible, don't read it -------------------------- 02, 26 
Christ as a 44-gallon oil drum -—---—-------—--—~------—---------—-—-—---------- 04. 25 
New Zealand: Cyclone does 'bicultural wonders' ----------------—------- 04. 26 
New Zealand: Presbyterians endorse nine structural principles -------- 04. 27 
New Zealand: New ecumenical body holds first conference ----------—---- 06. 23 
New Zealand: new Anglican prayerbook cuts back on Zion, Israel ------- 06. 79 


New Zealand: Presbyterians divided about adding 'Aotearoa' --—--—------- 209°52 


eae A | 


NICARAGUA 

'The Situation in Nicaragua’ -------------—--—-----—-------------—--------- 02. 14 
"Nicaragua Since the Peace Accord' ~--—---—------------------------—-—--—-—-—— 02...#8:6 
Nicaragua: church reps mediate Miskito/government agreement -—--------—- 02.196 
Latin American Lutheran communicators meet --—-----—--------—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—-— 03. 09 
Evangelist Swaggart says religious liberty in Nicaragua -—---—--—--—-—---—-—-— 03. 44 
Nicaragua: archbishop out as mediator -~--—------—-—---—-—--—-—-—-—-——--—-—-—--—--—-—— 03.3180. 
Nicaragua: Cepad says monetary reform 'sound', cites problems -—------- 03...8879 
Nicaragua: Baptists oppose contras -—------------------—-—-—--~--—-—-—---—---- 04. 48 
Nicaragua: two of three priests in government get new jobs ----------- 04. 76 
Nicaraguan President Ortega's daughter baptized ------------~—-—-—---—-—--—-~- 05. 98 
"Kairos Centroamericano' challenging church, world -—------------------- 06.113 
Nicaragua: church works at reconciliation at grassroots —----—---—-—----—- 07. 02 
Nicaragua: RC bishops urge ‘'irreversible' peace, democracy ---—-----—--—- 07....%56 
Nicaragua: church hospital, agency reject US funds offer -—---—--------—- 10. 26 
Nicaragua: RC bishops reportedly suspend Italian priest --—---—-------—-—~- 10. 94 
Nicaragua: government ends church-mediated talks with Rivera -—-------- LL 
Nicaragua: tension in government-hierarchy relations -—-----—-—-—--—---—-——-—-— 11.580 
Costa Rica/Nicaragua: post-hurricane appeal for US$ 550 000 ---------- LL... woe 
Nicaragua: ecumenical effort after hurricane —---—-—---—~-—--—-—-~—-—~—--—~—-—-———~ 11.255 
NIGERIA 

"God and Caesar in Nigeria’ --~-------—-——-—-—--—-—-~—~-—-~—~-—-—~—~-——-—-—~—~—-—~—~—-—--~~~~~~~ 05...«54 
Nigerian church reps warn: do not favour any religion —------~-------- 11.418 


NORTH AMERICA 


Japan-North American Commission on Cooperative Mission meets ---—--—----—- 05. 45 
Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean --------- 08. 26 
NORWAY 

Norway: abortion, filioque, immigrants on synod agenda --------------~ 014105 
Norway: all Lutheran bishops to appoint, if not ordain, women -------- 01. 09 
Norway: bishop advises taking parish pastor to court --------------~~~ 01. 10 
Nordic, southern African church co-operation discussed --------~~--~-~~~ 03. 08 
sntegrity of creation on. ectimens Cal fag Oriel 0 eee -cace tien enterg seen sete 03. 43 
Recommendations made on ‘integrity of creation’ —------~~~----------____ 03 wn67 
Norway: Lutheran council 'terrified' by Romania plans -----~--------—-~ 09. 56 
Norway: union sues over failure to hire gay pastor —---------~-------___ 09. 70 
Liturgical.practices prompt :Narway debat e nescesseeee teers eee 11.251 
Norwegian Lutheran synod urges mystery, meditation -------~------.-____ 113,57 
NUCLEAR 

"Ecumenical Points on Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones! ----------——------____ 06. 91 
OBITUARIES 

Ecumenical. Beings and Doing 8) p———— — st er ee eee oe 03. 30 
Baptist World Alliance general secretary killed in crash ---------~---- 04. 21 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey dead at 83 ---—-----~-~~~~ 05. 08 
Bommenical Beings and soi a ote ste ete 05.100 
PRADO LAN. DALTLAL CH Oi 68 5 emmy cera ee a er 06. 48 
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OBITUARIES (continued) 


Evangelist-—bishop Festo Kivengere dead at 68 —-----—--—-—--—---—--—--~-------~ 06. 50 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings --------------------~-—----—---—-------—------- 07. 18 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings --------------—-—-—-—---~-—-—~--~-—-----------------~ 08. 11 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings ------------------------—---—-—-—---—---------- 10. 30 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings --------------------—-~------—-------------- 10. 68 
‘An Appreciation of Shoki Coe' --—----------—-~---—-—--—-~—-----—-—------------- 11. 48 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -~----------------------—-~--—---------------- 22°T 19 


OLD CATHOLIG 


ORTHODOX (EASTERN & ORIENTAL) 


USA: Eastern Orthodox-Anglican group reflects on eucharist -—-—-----—-—--- 02. 58 
Soviet human rights group includes two church people —-—-—-------—-—----—-—-- b3N4'02 
USSR: Russian Orthodox reported planning new Ukrainian parishes -—----- 03.105 
Synod Abroad rejects Russian Orthodox overture -----------—-—---—-—-—-—----—-—- 03.116 
‘Oriental Orthodox Commitment' -—---—-------------~----—------~--~----------- 03.130 
Brother Andrew offers Russian Orthodox a million Bibles -—------—-~------- O35153 
‘Orthodoxy in the Middle East' ---—-----------—---—--—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~—-—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—- 04. 05 
Group of church people urges Soviet patriarch to step down -—----------- 04. 20 
USSR: bishops review local council, millennium; warn on divisions ---— 04. 59 
USA: Eastern Orthodox hierarchs meet on dialogues, Middle East ------- 04. 62 
Orthodox mission meeting urges: ‘embrace, renew the whole world' ----- 05. 04 
Orthodox consider mission approaches ----------—-—-----—--—--~----—---------- 0572505 
Eastern Orthodox archbishop for Britain replaced -------~----—---—--—~--—--—-- 05. 36 
Changes being proposed in Russian Orthodox structures -—-—-------—-—------- 05. 42 
‘Orthodoxy, Theology, Culture’ -—-----------------~--~---~--—-—-~-—--~--—------- 05. 46 
"Perestroika and the Russian Orthodox Church' ------------------—-----—-—- 05.233 
Orthodox youth discuss ecumenical participation -----—-----—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—----—-— 05. 76 
Some Orthodox hierarchs stay away from millennium over church status -—— 06. 22 
Russian Orthodox, Vatican to discuss Ukrainian Catholics -------------- 06. 28 
Church millennium marked by celebrations, council --------------------- 06. 58 
Ecumenical Patriarch responds to Mount Athos monks -—--—-—------—---------- 06. 62 
"WCC Millennium Message to Russian Orthodox Church! -—------------—------ 06. 89 
Russian Orthodox appeal to breakaways on unity -—----------------—-—------ 06. 97 
Yugoslavia: Orthodox note problems in Croatia, Kosovo --------~-------- 07. 22 
India: Oriental Orthodox enhance role of women —------—-------—---—------ 08. 09 
Ethiopia: fourth Oriental Orthodox patriarch enthroned -—-------------- 09. 41 
Middle-East: Orthodox church reps to meet -—-------—-—---—-—-—---—-—-—----—-—---- 10. 66 
USA: Orthodox bishop says he intended no antisemitism -—-----—----~----- 10. 67 
Orthodox youth call for church renewal -—-—---------—---—-—-—--—~--—-—---—-—------- LO '76 
Egypt: dialogue between Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholics -—------- 10. 81 
Eastern Orthodox meeting on place of women, ordination -—-------—-—------- biwt0l 
USA: Orthodox priests object to Dukakis dinner role —----------—------- 11. 06 
Lutheran-Eastern Orthodox sub-commission meets --—-----—------—----~-~----- 11. 09 
Antioch: Oriental, Eastern Orthodox resolved to reunite -------------- ll. 40 
Inter-Orthodox relations in North America: ‘lowest ebb’ -------------- 11. 42 
"Liturgical Reform in Russian Orthodoxy' ------------—------------------ 11. 49 
Eastern Orthodox meeting: impossible to ordain women —---------------- 11. 60 


PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
PACIFIC (REGION) 


Bishop: external debt affects church mission ------------------------- 06. 11 


oS 
PAKISTAN 
Pakistan: more difficulties reported for religious minorities -----—-- 
PALESTINE 


Methodist, Lutheran, ecumenical reaction on Palestine situation ------- 
"WCC Presentation on Occupied Arab Territories’ -----—-----—-—-----—--—~---—— 
'The Situation in Palestine’ -—-—---------—-------—-------—---=-------------- 
Coptic pope: no pilgrimages because of Palestinian situation -—-------- 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution -—- 
"WCC Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict' -------------—--—--—--—---- 
'A Painful Journey to Palestine’ ---------------—-—-—------——---—-—---——--——-—-- 
Clergy visit wounded Palestinians; alternative to usual Easter visits 

USA: Palestine reactions watched by church officials —---------------- 
‘World Methodist Statement on Palestine’ ----—------—---~---—-—-—~—~-—~-—-—-—-—------ 
Quakers in world emergency appeal on Palestinian schools -—------------- 
Israeli policy scored by South African church rep -—-—--—---------—--------— 
'The Palestine Uprising’ ~—---—-------—--—~---—-—--—---—-—---—-—--—-—----—----—--—------ 
Middle East ecumenical leader: ‘cautious hope' on Palestine -—-—-------- 
WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat -------—------------~--— 


PANAMA 


Panama: RC vishops ask inquiry on Noriega —----—---—-----—---—-—-~-—-—-—------~— 
Panama: church divided in crisis --—-------—-—-—--~—--—-——-—---—-—~—-—~——-—-—-—-—-—-——-~_ 
Ecumenical appeals on Panama made from within and without -—-—---—--—---—-- 
Jamaica: ecumenical council critical of USA on Panama -—-----------~--~~ 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Papua New Guinea church: reservations on media plan —-----------—--~~---- 
Papua New Guinea: Anglican bishops oppose women as bishops ----------- 


PARAGUAY 


'The Situation in Paraguay' ————-—-—————————5 $55 5 os nee ben eass 
Ecumenical team visits Paraguay ---------------------~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~-~--- 


PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES 


MECC appeals for prayers) -=-=<2-s. Sea eee edetdceebcied 
"Nicaragua Since the Peace-Accord) --es-1iss2ec-cecsdecsd lee deuommues 
Theologians, peace activists consider ‘theology of peace' -----------~~ 
Sweden:--ecumenical~efforts /for ipeacet=s—+——244. sas epee ee dss0_2 
USSR: Armenian church leader appeals for 'just solution’ -----------~-~ 
Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace —-------~--~- 
‘Honduras &-Central-American Peate* [4-se-s50.325s-45ecee00...ledcpighsncad 
Iraqi church leaders urge support for UN peace plan -—------~-----~~~~~_ 
International work camp considers peacemaking ------------~-~~~~~~--~__ 
Namibia: reaction to regional peace proposal -----—~—-------~~~~---~-~-~ 
Justice, peace, worship on Quaker's triennial agenda ----------------~_ 
WCC congratulates UN peace forces on prize —------——-———--~~~-~~-+-__-___ 
Ecumenical gathering for Central American peace --—----—----~-~-~~-~~-~____ 


PENTECOSTAL & CHARISMATIC 


Zambia: Pentecostals don't agree on remarriage -------—---~---________ 
Finland: Lutherans and Pentecostals discuss Bad 6:1 Gi fee errerertertreerec es 
RC dialogues continue with Anglicans and Pentecostals ----------~--____ 


Ey 394. 


PERSONALITIES 

Ecumenical documentation, info centre opens for Southern Africa -—------ ols 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—---------—--—----~—--—--~-—-~-—-—-—-—--—----------—---~ 04. 
Baptist World Alliance general secretary killed in crash -—---—---------- 04. 
Singer Michael Jackson raising money for SA ecumenical council -------- 04. 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—--—-----—--—-------—-~—-~----—--—--------—~------—- 05. 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings —~-------------—-—-—--~—-—--~—-—--——---—-—--—~—--—-—-—--—-- OF. 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -----------------—--—--—---—--—-—--—---—---------- 08. 
Dombes colleagues raise questions about Thurian ordination -—-—---------- LO 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -—----------—---—---—---—-—-~——-~—-—-——~—--——-—~-—------ Los 
Ecumenical Beings and Doings -------—------—-—--—-—-—-~-~-~—----—~—-—--—~-~—~-—~—-—-~-~--~-~--~ 10. 
Hendrik Kraemer recalled -—-—---~---—------—---—--~—-—--—-—-~—~—--——-—-—-—-—--——--——--—--- avi BF 
PERU 

Peru: RC bishops reported moving right; grassroots thrives —--—------- 06. 
PHILIPPINES 

Philippines: bishops, government in new agreement -—---------—-—--—--—----- 02. 
Philippines: Methodists suspend regional ecumenical membership -—------ 03. 
Philippines: bishops support restrictions on overseas domestics -—----- 03. 
Christian Medical Commission outlines plans and priorities -—----------—- 037 
Philippines: constitution writers dismayed ------—------~---------—-----~- 03. 
Philippines: protest greets Sin's criticism of rights groups --------- 05. 


Philippine Independent bishops call for action on bases, land, weapons 06. 
Philippines council denies charges; Noel Villalba detained, released - 07. 


Philippines: RC bishops call for new peace talks --—------------------- 08. 
Philippines: Norwegian missionary accused -—------------------—--------- 09. 
"Proselytism in the Philippines (I)' ---------------------~----~--------- 2 hh 
'Proselytism in the Philippines (II)' ----------------—---—-------------- r13 
USA: ecumenical council hears Philippines reports -------------------- 21 
POLAND 

Poland: controversial sex-education book scrapped -------------------- 04. 
"Church and State in Poland' ------------~--~--~----------—--—--—--—-—-------- 06. 
Poland: ecumenical rep meets with government minister ---------------- 09. 
PORNOGRAPHY 

‘Blasphemous' Jesus film attacked -—------------—--------—-—--------—------— 08. 
PORTUGAL 

Portugal: Presbyterians in budget crunch --------—--—-----------—-—-—------ 09. 
PROSELYTISM 

"Reflections on Proselytism in Ethiopia’ ------—--—---—--—-—--—--—--—---—-—--—-—--— 08. 
"Moussa: A Case of Proselytism in Egypt' ----------------------------- 10; 
sProselytiuusinithesfhilippinesy (iy, ll. 
(Hrdaclyutendin-the' Philippines (iE) er te re ll. 
‘A Jevien Perepective on Proselytisn” —————————_--__________—_——_—_—— ll. 
'Proselytism in the Netherlands! —-———-—————————-— ll. 


PUERTO RICO 


82 


16 


SA 


oe 


QUAKERS 

USA: Quakers agree to aid workers who don't pay military taxes ------- 04. 68 
Quakers in world emergency appeal on Palestinian schools -------------- 07. 54 
‘Epistle from Quaker Mission and Service Conference’ -—------~---—~-~--~~— 08. 44 
Quakers-holding world) triennial) —-——=-—r---et ee 08. 51 
Justice, peace, worship on Quaker's triennial agenda ---------—------—— 09. 03 


RACISM/RACE RELATIONS 


Challenge to churches: break silence on racism -------------------—-—— 02. 03 
WCC racism consultation honors Martin Luther King ----—----------------—— 02. 04 
South Africa: white denomination eases racial restrictions ----------- 03..a07 
WCC 1988 anti-racism grants: 59 groups to get uS$ 635 000 ------------ LO. Mar 
Increase in anti-racism applications from Brazil ---——------———————--—-—-- 10435 
Theological consultation on racism for youth and students —-----------— 102465 
Students,: youth consul tion :racism (————— Sere oe 10. aF7 
"A Challenge to Apartheid!’ -————————--———-—— == rrr 10.111 
RECONCILIATION 

"Réport-on-an Ecumenical Visit»to,North,Korea)s--meqe-scrtasrsse ten 01 «718 
South Africa: whites have 'Christian encounter' in black area -------- 04. 47 
Sri Lanka: RC bishops appeal for reconciliation -—----------------—--—-——— 05. 64 
Australia: Uniting Church calls for treaty ---------—----—-----—-~—--—---—--- G7 «fll 
‘Church Efforts to Further Korean Re-Unification' ----—-----—---—-—--—-—--—--—— 09. 46 
Honduras: youth work on centre of reconciliation -----------—---------- 10. 04 
German Reformed in reconciliation meeting --------—---—-—-—---—-—---—-—---—---—— 10. 16 
REFORMED 

British church union proposals released -------------—-—-—-—---—--—-—-—----——-—-—- 02. 39 
Sweden: Reformed-Baptist congregations supported ---—-—-----—-—-—-—-—-—~—-—-————— O3e721 
New Zealand: Presbyterians endorse nine structural principles -------—- 04. 27 
Christian Reformed missionaries offered optional Aids test --------—---- 04. 43 
Reformed leaders in southern Africa appeal ---—-----—--—-—-—-~---—-—-—---~---~—---— Use! we 
Kenya: Presbyterians considering sisterhood and brotherhood -—-—------—-- 05. 81 
British United Reformed back church union, hear ANC reps -------------— 06. 12 
World Reformed Alliance scores Romanian policy on minorities --—-------- 06.110 
USA: Presbyterians ask more evangelism, mission efforts -—-----—---—----- 06.111 
France: Lutheran-Reformed permanent council meets -—-——-----—-—-—-—-—---—-—-—--—-— 07. 10 
Reformed synod renamed; keeps Dutch member, but loses others ---—----—-—- 07. 67 
USA: Reformed synods deal with ecumenism, communion --—---—--—---—---—-—--—-- 09. 18 
Italy: Reformed/Methodist synod decides not to ask state aid ---------— 09. 23 
Portugal: Presbyterians in budget crunch -—----------—--—--—-—-—--—-—-—-~—-—-—-—-—-- 09. 57 
"What is a Reformed Ethos?' ------------—------~~—--~-—-—-~-~-—~-~—-—-~—-—~----~---~— 09. 75 
South Africa: Reformed body considers integrated structure ----------- 10. 14 
German Reformed in reconciliation meeting -—-~-—-~--—-——--—-—-—-—-—~——~—~—~~—~-~~-_ 10. 16 
USA Native presbytery out; Canadian Native conference in -—---------~-- 106-21 
Bighth: world. Huguenot: meeting held -—-——————_______..____.}. eee 10. 47 
New Zealand: Presbyterians divided about adding ‘Aotearoa’ ------—--~-~-- 10,+ 52 
Brazil/USA: Presbyterians moving towards resumed relations ---------—-- 10. 59 
France: Lutheran-Reformed council meets —-——-—-—-—-—-——-————-—-——-————————~~—~ 10. 60 
UK: Free Presbyterians discipline Lord Chancellor for attending mass - ll. 44 


REFORMED ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (REC) 


Reformed synod renamed; keeps Dutch member, but loses others ---------~ O7 a7 67 


> tO 


REFUGEES/DISPLACED PERSONS 


‘Recommendations on Awareness Building about Refugees! --—-—-------—---—--- iy BE 
Future of ecumenical resettlement work discussed --—-------------------- vp | 
Hungary: thousands of ethnic Hungarians reported from Romania -—------- Doel ie 
Australia: ecumenical council urges more refugees be accepted —----—--- 03,144 
El Salvador: increased harassment of church-run camps reported -—------ es pgp bey 
"Raising Awareness on Refugees' ---—---------—-—--—-—---—---—-—-—-----—-—--—-—------ 04. 06 
Europe: church group meets on refugee issues ----—~--—-—-—-—--—-—-----—------—-—- 04. 92 
"Refugees: More than a Crisis' -----------—---—--—-~----—-----—-—-—-—----—------ 5 ao TUL 
Church meeting considers Mozambique refugee plight -—-—--—----—--—-—--------- To sa L 
Malawi: church seeks strategy on refugees ——-—-—-—--—-—-—------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-------— 06. 60 
"Church Response to Asylum Issues! -—-------------—-—-—-—-—-—--------—--—-—-—----- oF precy Hl 
Canada: church group seeks overturn of refugee laws ----------—-—-—-—~----- 08. 34 
WCC committee speaks on Singapore, Southern Africa, Refugees, tension - 08. 81 
"More WCC Statements on Public Issues’ -—-------------—~—-—-—-—----~-~--------—- 08. 86 
Ecumenical appeals launched for Mozambique and refugees -—-—------—-—-----—- 09. O05 
Ghana: ecumenical effort at refugee/migrant rehabilitation --—-—-------- Be aetna Ae) 
Rwandan refugees seek return after 30 years -—---------—--------—-—~-—------- 10. 34 
Zimbabwe/Swaziland: ‘exposure seminar' planned on refugees —----—---—--- ll. 34 
"Refugee Women in the World Today' -----------------—--—-—-----—-~-—--------- el ae tat 
Consultation considers refugee women's problems -------------—-—-—-—---—-—---— norma 
Canada: ecumenical challenge to refugee legislation going ahead ------ Leos SG 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 
Taizé plans youth meeting in Hungary ---------------------------------- it. 76 
RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS/SECTS 


RELIGIOUS RIGHTS/FREEDOM 


"Religious Freedom in the GDR: A State View' ------—-------------—------ vi... 25 
South Africa: ecumenical leader blasts government on funeral -—-------- UZ, 41 
Yugoslavia: Orthodox bishop cites liberty restrictions -—--—------------ 02. 54 
UN report finds continued religious discrimination --—-—-----—------------ Ir gees 8 / 
Evangelist Swaggart says religious liberty in Nicaragua -—-—------------- 03. 44 
Turkey: Armenian patriarch says Armenians freer in Soviet Union ------ se edit fA 
Czechoslovakia: demonstrators ask religious liberty ------------—-—----- 03. 89 
Malaysia: Christian federation urges fair trial for detainees -------- 03.139 
Czechoslovakia: police break up religious—freedom demonstration ------ 04. 24 
Yugoslavia: church group says believers discriminated against -------- 04. 45 
Pakistan: more difficulties reported for religious minorities -------- 04. 46 
Romania: Reformed trip on minorities cancelled -—-—-—--------------------— 04. 89 
USA: evangelical group says Turkish Christians being persecuted -----—- uD... 20 
‘An Argument Against State Shinto’ ---—--------------—--~---—--------------— 05. 47 
Japan: Supreme Court rules against Christian widow ------------------- 06. 54 
Gorbachev outlines view of religion in Soviet society --—--------------—- Us. 05 
Japan: denominations criticize court ruling against widow ------------ 07. 07 
Zimbabwe: government warns church group on vaccinations --—------------— Aa. ok 
Turkey: 12 reported arrested for crimes against secularity ----------- 10. 82 
Kenya: Moi assures on freedom of worship -----------------—--—---------- 10.105 
Nepal: 50 people reported in prison for conversion ------------------- IT 26 
India: ecumenical effort to repeal low-caste decree ----------------—— ll. 56 


RENEWAL 


net, ae 


RESOURCE SHARING 


‘Guidelines for Ecumenical Sharing’ ---------—--—--—-—-————-——————————————— Ol. we? 
Church reps urge ‘radical transformation’ on sharing -----------------—- 08. 66 
Netherlands: ecumenical sharing day attracts 6000 -—-----------—-—------—- 09. 38 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 


WCC's Castro reflects on Roman Catholic relations -------—---~---——---— 03. 05 
"wCC—Roman Catholic Relations’ -------—-—---—----—-—-——--——-———-—————-—————-————— Oc wiped: 
India: archdiocese.in Language, 048 DUtb 6 reese ae eer 03.136 
Exiled Malawi RC bishop says why Africans say celibacy no problem -—---- 03.141 
Lutherans, Roman Catholics complete paper on justification -------—--—-- 03.158 
Patriarch cancels Jerusalem procession fearing violence ~-------------- 04. 19 
USAs....RC bishops say, SeXism 18.20 S120 pemrrp rer awer mere crea mn meme serarnen meagre 04. 93 
USA: Baptist-RC report on agreements, differences, --—-------—————————— O05. 22 
CU st Lar, Marty mmm mmm 05. 52 
Switzerland: controversy surrounds selection of RC bishop -—----—------- 05. 78 
"Communiqué from the Joint Working Group' --------—---—----—--—--—--—-—------ 05. 84 
Brazil: pope said shifting RC leadership to right -—------—-—-~---~----—-—-~-- 06. 70 
Lefebvre to be excommunicated for ordination of four bishops ---------- 06.114 
Chile: new RC bishops said to take church rightward ----—~—-—-----—--—-—----— 07 «tap 
USA: RC bishops opt for RC rather than ecumenical cable network -—----- OF it D 
USA: RC bishops keep and update controversial Aids text -------------—- O/. #9 
Roman Catholics end year of Mary --------------—-—-—--—--—-—---~-—--—-------—~---— 08. 59 
Full discussion projected of WCC-Roman Catholic relations ----—---—---—--—- 08. 62 
RC dialogues continue with Anglicans and Pentecostals -----------—-—-—---—- 09... 5 
Newspaper says scientists find Turin shroud 'medieval fake’ --—--------—- OF. 53 
Zambia: archbishop removed over healing conducts service -—-----—-—-----—- 09. 66 
Brazil: Arns' archdiocese reduced in size --—-—--—----—---—-—-—--—-—-—-—~—~—-~—~~~~—~ 10. 09 
Brazil: bishops launch weekly; counterbalance to Vatican? -—--—-------- 104 11 
Pope issues document on role of women -—-------------—--—------~—--—-~--~~~ 10. 63 
Egypt: dialogue between Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholics -------- 10. 81 
Nicaragua: RC bishops reportedly suspend Italian priest --~--------~---- 10. 94 
"Creation spirituality' priest Fox reportedly rejects silencing ------- Kil ap ALS 
Australia: Resurrection teaching of RC priest questioned ---------~--- Blew: BD 
ROMANIA 
Letters exchanged on destruction of churches ~-~—————___——__...{._________ 02 « 137 
Hungary: thousands of ethnic Hungarians reported from Romania —-------—- O05 .. 1D. 
Romania: threat against Baptist presidential candidate reported —----- 04. 63 
Romania: Reformed trip on minorities cancelled —--------—--——-----~~~~~~ 04. 89 
World Reformed Alliance scores Romanian policy on minorities -----—----- 06.110 
Hungary: church leaders oppose Romanian. Lai) meen mmm enn ween 07. 16 
WCC committee speaks on Middle East, human rights, and Romania -—------- 08. 61 
Norway: Lutheran council 'terrified' by Romania plans ----------~-~~~~ 09. 56 
Romania: bishop criticises German emigration --------—-——-—---~~—________ 09. 61 
More, protests..on.Romaniah plang. for, 7d) ie ec teceteeiemie oree emer LO .. Sp 
Romania: church leaders respond on village plans ---------—---~~-----~-_~ 10.102 
Hungary: ecumenical council writes on Romanian minorities ---~~~----~~ Ve 
RWANDA 


Rwandan refugees seek return After 50 YORT emma enemas 10. 34 


aa Y Pex 


SACRAMENTS 

USA: Eastern Orthodox-Anglican group reflects on eucharist ----—------- 02. 58 
Finland: Lutherans and Pentecostals discuss baptism ------------------ 04. 49 
‘Baptism and Church Membership in Sweden' -—------------------—---------- 04.111 
'Salvationists and Sacraments' --—--—---—----—--—-—--——-—-—-——--—-—-~-—-—-—-—~—-—~+-—-—-—--—--- 05. 48 
Nicaraguan President Ortega's daughter baptized —--—-—-—--—--—-—-—-—---—-—--—----- 05. 98 
USA: bishops of three traditions plan joint baptismal service -------- 06. 80 
Vatican okays special Zaire liturgy -------------—-----—-—---~-—~—-—---~--—-—-—--- 10. 18 
USA: Anglicans, United agree on eucharistic guidelines --------------- Tl. 20 


SALVATION ARMY 


"Salvationists and Sacraments’ ------------------~-~—--------—--------—---—- 05. 48 
Salvation Army leaders confer ----—----—-----—----—--—----—------------------ IU oa25 
SANCTUARY 

USA: A churchbody for heavy-metal Christians -----------------—-—------- 06. 74 
SENEGAL 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 


Seventh-day Adventists move against homosexual support group -—--------- 04. 42 
Adventists take up women's ordination -----—-—-—-—---—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—----—----—- OG De 
Kenya: some Adventists discontented —----—-—--—---—-—-—--~—~-—-----~-------—----~- th aoe 
Bulgaria: Adventists recognized by state -—----------—--—-—-—-—-—--—~—-------—-—- 05. 99 
Adventist commission: more study of women's role needed -—-—-------—-—-—--- 06. 03 
East Africa: Adventist executive director replaced —----—-—-—-—------—-—---- 06. 65 
‘Adventist Developments in the USSR' --------~--------—-—-—--—-—-—---—-—-------- 06.118 
Adventists release first in doctrinal video series -—----—--—-------—-—----—- +p papal 
Adventists form committee on human life -----------—--—-~--—-—-~—-—---—-------- 09. 57 
Adventists hold annual meeting -------------—-—---~-—-—-—-—---—-—-—-—---—-—-—----—---- 10. 64 
Adventist Annual Council acts on sports guidelines ---—--------—---—-—----—- OY peek! 
SEYCHELLES 

SHARING 

STERRA LEONE 

SINGAPORE 

Singapore expels Christian Conference of Asia -—-—---—-------------------- 01,.01 
"Singapore's Action Against the CCA' —-----------—-----—--~--—---—-—-—-—------- 05 ..08 
"WCC Letter on Action Against CCA’ ------------—-—-—-—---------—-—-—-----—--—-—-—- 03.128 
Lausanne II to be in Manila —-------—----~--~—--~--~—---—--—--—-—-~----~-—--------- i» pie Be) 
Consultation on world evangelization by 2000 set -------------------—--- BW eet | 
SOCIALISM 


SOCIETY (see CULTURE AND SOCIETY) 


= 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Ecumenical documentation, info centre opens for Southern Africa ------- 
‘The WCC and Namibia’ ---—-----—---~------—-----—--—~---—-—-----—-—-—-—----—-—-—------- 
South Africa: ecumenical leader blasts government on funeral --------- 
South Africa: ecumenical council outraged at fake documents ---------- 
‘WCC UN Testimony on Southern Africa’ -—-—-----------------~------—-—--—----—- 
South Africa: white denomination eases racial restrictions ---—-------- 
Zimbabwe: church effort helps victims of South African violence -—----- 
South Africa restricts 18 groups; church leaders detained, released —- 
South Africa: some church groups decline white Reformed invitation --—- 
Namibian bishop on blast: ‘when will killing stop?' -—----------------- 
‘South African Church Leaders' Statement' —-----—-----—-—~---—--—~-—-—~-~—-----—-—-—~— 
South Africa: government plans curbs on anti-apartheid aid --—--------- 
Namibia: thousands attend funeral of bomb victims -—---—---------------- 
"World YMCA Statement on South African Developments' --—-—------—--—-—~—----- 
SA Church Leaders' Letter to Botha, Parliament --—-—----—----—-—---—-—---—-—---- 
USA: religious groups sponsoring 157 shareholder resolutions -—-------- 
France/South Africa: 300th anniversary of Huguenots marked -—--—---—----- 
South Africa: Eight RC bishops protest government restrictions -—-----—- 
South Africa: church-backed anti-apartheid group banned -—-—-—--------—--—- 
South Africa: US church groups, leaders, join anti-apartheid ad ------ 
Church reps condemn attack in Botswana by South Africa -—-—-—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—---—- 
South African government closes church-backed paper till 10 June ------ 
Botha writes to Tutu and Chikane -—---—------—-----—-—-—--—~-~—-—~—-—-~—~—~—~-—~—~—-—-—-—-—~—~—~ 
South Africa: whites have 'Christian encounter' in black area --—------ 
South Africa: 44 theologians say Botha attacks 'un-Christian' -------- 
"Ecumenical Message on Kassinga Massacre’ -—---—--------—---—---—-~~~~~-—~-~-~~ 
"The Church in Namibia' -—--—-----—-----—-----—--—~—~--—---~--~----~~~~~--_~-~~ 
Tutu on Botha policy: ‘unbiblical, un-Christian, immoral, evil' -----—- 
Singer Michael Jackson raising money for SA ecumenical council -------- 
YMCA reps consider 'youth in exile' from South Africa, Namibia -------- 
South Africa: government asks costs from detained church leader ------ 
Patriarch disavows award to former South African police head ---------- 
South Africa: incident at ecumenical council prompts concern -—-------- 
Canterbury asks prayer for South African church leaders -—---------~---~~ 
Reformed leaders in southern Africa appeal --------------~~~~~~~~-~-~-~-~-~-_ 
Church hearing on Namibia urges action on South African occupation —--- 
YWCA, YMCA condemn distorted forgeries —---————~————-—~-——-_______________ 
South Africa: church leaders hold ‘emergency convocation’ ----—--—-—---- 
Church agencies urged: combine aid and advocacy on Mozambique -------- 
Namibia: student boycott reported: spreading |\—--—--——-__-_—_-—__.--_.-_ 4a! 
Namibia: student boycott, reported spreading ~----—-————————————.._____ 
"WACC Statement on South African Developments' ------------—---~—--~~~~~~ 
‘WeCCaTestimony con |Decotonteligat Lor bien —o-te— eer eeereneeeeereeneeeee 
Irish Presbyterians offer advice on S. Africa, N. Ireland ------------- 
South Africa: Methodist president urges big-name mediators —---------- 
South Africa: government bans some Mandela birthday events ----------- 
South Africa: government shelving foreign-funding controls? ---------- 
Israeli policy scored by South African church rep ———----—————————_—_L 
Hamibiatprincipiéss| churchiresérvat ions ée<e+e<—etaest+tee- aaa 
SA police raid home of ecumenical leader —--————————.....___.___ ee 
WCC committee speaks on Singapore, Southern Africa, Refugees, tension - 
Botha replies to Chikane on Mandela's care, health ------------—------~~ 
iMorceawCC«StatementskonePublicfiasaues ' y<ee<—<~-cssmeeeteneeeee 
South Africa: RC bishops speak out on several issues -—-------------~~~ 


/continued... 


08. 
08. 


Se fe Bem 


SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


Bombing in South Africa causes severe damage to ecumenical HQ -—-------- OD s— UL 
"Church Leaders Reaction to South African Bombing' ---—--------—---—---—--- 8 ea 
Emergency church meeting has ‘action plan' on South Africa -—----------- eam I 
WCC call for Shell boycott: Shell protests, WCC replies -------------- 09. 47 
South African church leaders wish more papal directness on apartheid -- 09. 49 
South Africa: RC bishops thank government for helping pope -—---------- a Eg ete 
South Africa: Reformed body considers integrated structure ----------- Aa pw 
Namibia: bishop denied passport for 10th time in four years -—--------- 10. 41 
'Pre-Election Statement by SA Church Leaders' -----------------—-—------- ie, oS 
South Africa: Australian bishops denied visas for visit -------------- 10. 88 
‘Interfaith Statement on South African Elections' -----—-—---—---—-—-------- 10. 99 
Explosion in South Africa church office -------------—-—---—-—--—----—-—--——--- 10.107 
"Children's Letters to P. W. Botha' ----------------—---—---—-—-—-~-—--—------ Ut 9 pat ul ie 
World Reformed Alliance speaks on SA, elects GS -—----------~------------ Dien U2 
Destabilization by South Africa on church agenda -------------—-—-—---—~---- JelcehOS 
Church reps describe South African harm to neighbours -—---------------- (Wt eso oe 
‘German Church Council on South Africa' -—-----------—-----—----—~--—-—-----—- 11. 80 
Roundup: ecumenical conference urges support for SA neighbours ------—-— ae fever a 
South African church reps meet African National Congress reps -—-------- i ibe ped 6 br 
Angolan, Namibian, S. African church reps report apartheid effects ---- 12. 03 
Namibia: church leaders cautious on peace accord -—--——---—--—-—-—----—-----—-— 12 ssc0G 
SPAIN 

‘Guidelines for Ecumenical Sharing’ --------------------—-----—---—--——--—--- 0 pe 
Spain: government commission to look into 'sects' -—------------------- aE ene Og 
Spain: protests after removal of three theologians --------------—----- 06. 83 
Anti-sect group working with some Opus Dei members -----------~--—----—--- 10.25.29 
Ecumenical interns meet to consider their work -—-—------------—---------- 10. 38 
SPIRITUALITY 

Czechoslovakia: RC primate in ecumenical appeal -—--—---—---—----~-----—---- 06. 43 
"German Evangelical Monastic Communities’ -—---------------—-—--—-~—---—----- 08. 54 
.'Asian Insights on Spirituality & Spiritual Formation’ ---------------- 8 ROP fa 
SRI LANKA 

Sri Lanka: RC bishops appeal for reconciliation —-—-----—-—----—--—---—----- (Oho So 
Sri Lankan Buddhist director preparing film about Jesus Christ -------- Ovals 
STATISTICS 

FRG: fewer church members per clergyperson -—-------------—------------- 06. 40 
SUDAN 

Church fears mass starvation in Sudan -—------------—-—------—---------—---- 02. 20 
Sudan: Anglicans in dispute on leadership ---------------------—------- U2. 23 
Sudan: ecumenical Christian education syllabus being designed -------—- 03. 14 
Sudan: RC bishops say government-—backed groups bring destruction ----- OO wane 
Church leaders from Sudan review famine, war, drought ----------------— D hee ad 2 
Sudan: church reps in appeal on Islamic law -------------------------— 08. 10 
Ecumenical appeal follows Stidan floods -------------------------------- 08. 45 
Sudanese church leaders in Europe asking support -------—---------------— 09. 16 


Ecumenical appeal for 4.1m US$ in wake of Sudan floods ---------------- 09. 


69 


ate en 
SURINAME 
Ecumenical team visits Suriname —--—---------—------------—---------------- 03. 66 


SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. 


Finland: church often seen as old-fashioned, wealthy, rigid ---------- 02730 
USA: number of people over 50 among church membership up -—------------ 04. 99 
USA: Roman Catholics said less ‘hung up' about lay leadership -—------- 04.100 
SWAZILAND 

Swaziland: government minister urges church action ----—--—--—-—-—--—-—------ O02. a2 
Southern Africa: white bishop for mostly black denomination --—-------- 03.159 
Swaziland: Dispute flares over Swaggart program —-—---—--—--—--—----—-—-—----- 04. 82 
Zimbabwe/Swaziland: ‘exposure seminar' planned on refugees —--——---—-—--— 11. 34 
SWEDEN 

Sweden: church reps criticize proposal on record-keeping ---—---------- OL s-*12 
Sweden: lay assistant pastors, Lutheran confessionals coming? -------- OL F753 
Sweden: ecumenical efforts for peace --—----—---—--—-—-—-—-—---—----—----------—- 03 "16 
Sweden: Reformed-Baptist congregations supported -—---—---—----—-—---—-—-—---—- OF. a1 
Sweden/India: Lutherans, Roman Catholics study ---------------------~-- 03.162 
"Baptism and Church Membership in Sweden’ -------------~---------—----—-—~- 04.111 
Consultation considers mission in secularized Europe -—-—-----------—-—-—--- 06. 53 
Swedes to assume responsibility for Finnish work in Sweden -—--------- — 09. 73 
World Baptist meeting on peace --—------—-—-—---—-—--—-—--—---——--—-——-—-—-—-—--—-—~----—-— 10. 62 
Swedish Lutheran assembly: women, gays, and structure ----—---—---—------ 11. 59 
SWITZERLAND 

Switzerland: activist pastor voted out by Reformed parish -~----------- 03.114 
Switzerland: ‘Women for the Church and the Pope' formed ~------------~ OS 7215 
Eastern Orthodox and Reformed open world dialogue ---~-~--~-~--~-~~~~~-~~~ 03. 123 
Switzerland: parish leaders resign after pastor not re-elected -—----—-- 04. 61 
Switzerland: Protestant federation supports Armenian catholicos ------ 05. 40 
Switzerland: controversy surrounds selection of RC bishop --------—---~- US. 78 
"Thurian moves from Geneva to Rome' ~—--------—--——~-—-----~~~_--~________ 06.108 
Lefebvre to be excommunicated for ordination of four bishops ---------~ 06.114 
Emergency church meeting has ‘action plan' on South Africa —-----------~— 09... 37 
New evangelical statement on relief, development --------~----~--______ 10. 24 
Nestlé boycott resumed -—-----------~---~~-~~---~~_-_-_~-------- 10. 93 
Switzerland: Protestant council on Jewish issues ————-—-—————~~~~-.-___. 10.106 
Consultation considers refugee women's problems -—-----~-~~-~--------_____ 12. 08 
SYRIA 

Antioch: Oriental, Eastern Orthodox resolved to reunite ------—-~~--__ 11. 40 
TABAGISM 

TAIWAN 


‘The Church in Taiwan' 
‘Taiwan Presbyterians on Demonstration by Farmers! ------~------________ 07. 63 
Taiwan: world Reformed leader visits president and prisoners ----~~-~~ 10,_ 02 


“g's, a 


TANZANIA 

Tanzania: Lutherans launch Aids-control programme -—-—---—-—-—------—-—----—-—- 03.154 
Tanzania: ecumenical programme for responsible parenthood -----—------- 03.155 
Tanzania: president asks church help with new technical schools ------ 04. 85 
THAILAND 

THEOLOGY 

Sweden/India: Lutherans, Roman Catholics study -—---------------------- 03.162 
"Orthodoxy, Theology, Culture’ ----—----------—----~--~—--—-—---—---—-—--—-—------ 05. 46 
WCC moderator offers thoughts on ecumenical theological thinking ------ 08. 28 
"Ecumenical Theological Thinking’ --------—-—-------—--—-—--—~—--~-—~--~—-—-~—~---~—~--~ 08. 39 


THIRD WORLD TOURISM 
TOGO 


TONGA 


TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


TURKEY 

Turkey: Armenian patriarch says Armenians freer in Soviet Union ------ O37. 72 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution --- 03.101 
"WCC Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ ----------—----—----~----- 03.129 
‘Oriental Orthodox Commitment' ----------------—--—---—----—-------—---—---—-— 03.190 
USA: evangelical group says Turkish Christians being persecuted ------ or, 10 
Turkey: 12 reported arrested for crimes against secularity ----------- 10. 82 
UGANDA 

Uganda: council of Pentecostal and Evangelical churches formed ------- UG..30 
Uganda:. Bibles distributed with Aids advice -—-—----—--—-—------—--—--—-—~-—-—--- G7, 24 
Uganda: Anglican leader dismisses coup allegations -—-—------------—----- 07. 28 
UNEMPLOYMENT/STRIKES 


UNIFICATION CHURCH 


UNION & UNITY 


British church union proposals released -—----—-------—---—---—-—---—--—-—------ 02. 39 
Runcie says Lutheran-Anglican full communion possible by 1991 --------- 02. 40 
USA: Anglicans, Lutherans take step towards full communion -—---------- 02. 46 
Netherlands: opposition voiced to church reunion -—-------------------- 03. 19 
USA: two denominations move closer to union -------—-—------------------ 04. 23 
Anglican-Lutheran group calls for ‘immediate full communion' ---------- 05. 88 
Changes asked of Lutherans, Anglicans for full communion -—------------- 05. 89 
‘Covenant communion’ seen as step in US church unity ------------------ 06. 04 
~ British United Reformed back church union, hear ANC reps -—------------- 06. 12 
India: United/Methodist union negotiations continue -—----------------—- 06. 66 
Russian Orthodox appeal to breakaways on unity ------------------------ 06. 97 
‘A Church Role in Korean Reunification' ---------—---------------------- 06.117 
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ee a 
UNION & UNITY (continued) 


Colombia: Methodists plan consultation for possible union --------—-—- 
Irish Presbyterians end unity talks; soften anti-pope stand -—--------- 
WCC's Castro reflects on aspects of Christian unity -----------------——— 
‘Conclusions about Christian Unity! --------—-------— rrr rrr 
WCC committee discusses recent steps toward unity --—--—----------------—— 
Church of North India, Methodists continue church union negotiations —- 
Scotland: church—union proposal fails ——-———-———————__————______ 
USA: ‘Ecumenical Sunday' urged during unity prayer week -------------- 
North, South Korean Christians draft joint reunification text -------—- 


UNITED 


USA: two denominations move closer to union -------—-----------—--—-----— 
United Church's gay ordination proposal draws broad criticism -------—- 
Canada: United Church keeps abortion stand -----—---—----—--—————-—-—---————= 
New United Church of Canada policy: gays can be ordination candidates 

Church of North India, Methodists continue church union negotiations —- 
USA Native presbytery out; Canadian Native conference in -----------—- 
West German church message to world financial meeting ----------------- 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


Bible society leader sees new opportunities in East Europe —---------—-— 
'God's Word: Hope for All’ ---------------------—--------—--—----—------== 


UNITED KINGDOM 


England: Anglican Synod opposes government on education, taxes -—------ 
British church union proposals released -—-----------—---—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—--—--——-——— 
52 Anglican bishops warn against women as bishops ---------—---—---—-—----—— 
First new Welsh translation of Bible in 400 years published --—-—-------- 
UK: ‘Jesus is Alive' postmark causes controversy -------------—-------- 
England: Anglican recommendations on alcohol abuse, blasphemy -------- 
Week of celebrations to mark John Wesley's 'heartwarming' -—----—--—------ 
Day of prayer for Northern Ireland set -—----—--~---~-—~—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—— 
Canterbury says 'Jesus Is Alive' postmark ‘insensitive' ----—----—---—---- 
Exiled Malawi RC bishop says why Africans say celibacy no problem -—-—--—- 
‘Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders' -—---—-—-—--—--—--—----—- 
Scotland: 350th anniversary of National Covenant marked -—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—- 
Church leaders condemn Northern Irish violence --—-—------—-—-—-—-—-—--~—-—~-—-—-—--—- 
Scotland: Kirk committee calls for prison reform —-—---—-—---—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-——-—-— 
UK: postmark to commemorate Wesley's conversion anniversary -—--------- 
England: computer software for church use —-----—--—---—-—-—-—--—-—-—-—~—-—-—-—~—-—-——-— 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey dead at 83 -------—-----—- 
Wales: church covenant said 'milestone' -—-—-—--—--—-—--—-—-—~-------——~—-—~-~~—~—~—~—~—— 
Scotland: Kirk gets first male deacons —--——————-—————~—.........{......______ 
Eastern Orthodox archbishop for Britain replaced -—--—--—---—-—-—-—--—-—--—~—--—-—-~— 
‘Christian Martyrdom' ---—-—-—--—-—-—---—---———-—-—-—-—~—~~~~~~~~_~~~~—-——-—~~—-—-———~—-—~—~——~ 
Thatcher's religious rationale for her policies prompts debate -----—--- 
Scotland: Kirk assembly makes de facto response to Thatcher ------—--—-- 
British United Reformed back church union, hear ANC reps ------—-------- 
Scotland: Presbyterian suspended for asking RC to pray --------------- 
"Reflections on Wesley's Conversion' --———--—-—-————————.-_____.______-- ~~ 
English Anglican bishops on women: divided on priests, no to bishops - 
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06. 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


English Anglicans, Baltic Lutherans commemorate intercommunion ------—-- 06. 78 
England: Anglican proposal on female priests outlined -—-—-------------- 06.1215 
English Anglicans take provisional step toward ordaining women priests 07. 30 
British Methodists critique government ---—--—---—----—-—-—-—~—-—-------—---—----- OPrenra L 
Irish Presbyterians offer advice on S. Africa, N. Ireland -~------------ 07. 42 
Quakers in world emergency appeal on Palestinian schools --—-----—------- 07. 54 


Lambeth Conference 


World's Anglican bishops open once-a-decade meeting -—-----—--—----------- 07. 64 
Ecumenical observers at Anglican world meeting -—-—----—-—----—-—-—----------—- Ol .m65 
Ways to deal with women's ordination proposed to Anglican meeting ----- 08. Ol 
Kenyan bishop says polygamy tolerable ---—-—-—-—--—-—------—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~-------- 08. 02 
Lambeth Conference: ecumenical guests offer unity perspectives ------- 08. 03 
Anglican bishops in flap over violence -—-----—---—-—-----------—-—-—--—-—------— 08. 14 
Anglican bishops shape ecumenical agenda, interfaith talks -—----------- 08. 15 
Anglican bishops express variety of social concerns -—------—----—-------—- 08. 17 
Anglican bishops work on several world issues --—----------------—------- 08. 18 
Anglican bishops decide what to do when women become bishops —--------- OS wed. 
Scotland: psychologists find problems at Kirk headquarters ----------- 08. 20 
Famous London church hires guard -—----------—--------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-----------—- 08. 58 
Scotland: ‘ecumenical encounter on the diaconate' ----—--------—--~—----— 10. 84 
Scotland: church-union proposal fails ------—----------~—-—-—----—~--------- 10. 87 
England: Anglican diocese bars eucharist presided by a woman —-------- Li ov29 
UK: Free Presbyterians discipline Lord Chancellor for attending mass - ll. 44 
English Anglican synod endorses black places --—-—-----—------—-—-—-~—--------- i1.u58 
Central America, debts, health, USSR, refugees on British agenda ------ 12.205 
‘Continuing Anglican Communion' formed -------—-—-—----—-----—-—-—-----—-—------ LZ erry lh 
Some bishops to be discouraged from attending woman's rite -—--—-—-—------- 12 4,16 


UNITED NATIONS & UN AGENCIES 


'The WCC and Namibia' ----—----------—---—---—-—---—---—---—----—----—----------- 02 wnk5S 
‘WCC UN Testimony on Southern Africa’ -------—------—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—----—-------- 02. 64 
Soviet human rights group includes two church people -—------------—----- 03. 02 
UN report finds continued religious discrimination -—-—-—-----—--—----—-—-—---- 03 ar37 
World Council of Churches rep urges action on 'disappeared' -—---—------- 03. 41 
‘WCC Statement to UN Disarmament Session' -—-—-—----—--------—-—---—~-—-----—---- 06.104 
"WCC Testimony on Decolonialization' -------—-----—------—----—----------- 06.116 
UN disarmament session ends without agreement -—-—-—---—-—-—-—-----—-—-—---—------ OLan29 
Ecumenical hearing urges 'new development paradigm’ -—---—-—---—------—----- 09. 04 
UNITED 

USA: United Church council adopts civil-disobedience policy ---------- 04. 74 
Belgium: United Protestant synod -—---—-----------------—------~—--------- Li a, 05 
USA: Anglicans, United agree on eucharistic guidelines ---—---—----—----- LE elo 


UNITED STATES 


Ecumenical delegation visits Central America -—--—---------—-—--—--—--------- 01. 03 
Methodists, Lutherans urge attention to bishops' ministry -—------------ 01. 07 
RC bishops see condoms as lesser evil ---------------------—-—----------—- 01. 08 
"Letter from New York' -—------------------------------—-—-----------------— OY. Fg 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


‘Jewish-Chriatiian Relat Lor mmm ee ee ae, 
'Mator,,societas 1renus Lovie: USA'- = ee ee ee 
Chalienge to churches: ‘break silence on ‘racisn 
WCC racism consultation honors Martin Luther King -------------------—— 


USA: 
USA: 
USA: 


Lutheran regional office in RC sisters' headquarters ------------ 
Anglicans, Lutherans take step towards full communion ----------- 
Eastern Orthodox-Anglican group reflects on eucharist ----------- 


50 US Anglican bishops won't preside while in England —------------—--—- 
Expulsion of Asia church group said only ‘slight inconvenience’ ------- 


USA: 
US: 


Baptists reject money from congregation over homosexuality ------ 


another tv evangelist steps down after sex charges -—--------—------ 


Swaggart programme dropped in several countries ----------------—---——— 


USA: 
USA: 
USA: 


American Baptists try "middle ground" on abortion —-------------— 


Baptist Press urged to use "Christian restraint" -—-------------—- 
four Southern Baptist presidents explain themselves --------—-—---—- 


Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace —--------——-— 


USA: 
USA: 


Baptist staff member out over views on converting Jews ---------- 
religious groups sponsoring 157 shareholder resolutions -------—- 


Synod Abroad rejects Russian, Orthodox overture —-———-— =e 


USA: 
USA: 


3 ‘openly gay' students reported certified for ordination ------- 
anti-war, anti-poverty activists sign anti-abortion ad ---------- 


WCC*s Castro objects to US troops in Honduras ——-————--——--—=——~—s====—— 
US Lutheran bishops: homosexual practice -—----------—---—-—-----—--—---—---— 


USA: 
USA: 


RC bishops gave info to Secret Service on abortion group -—------- 
two denominations move closer to union -—---—---—---——-—-—-—-—-—-—--—-————-—— 


Luetter trominew York” ———-—— ee 
Ecumenical hearings planned on Nanibia ———-——————_-—_—_---__—_———___-_—————— 
Seventh-day Adventists move against homosexual support group —--------- 
Christian Reformed missionaries offered optional Aids test ------------ 
‘A Fourth World in the USA’ ——--—------———--—-—--———-—--—-—----—- == == ——-=———— 


USA: 
USA: 
USA: 
USA: 
USA: 
USA: 
USA: 


Swaggart off Assemblies of God clergy rolls ------------—-----—--——- 
Eastern Orthodox hierarchs meet on dialogues, Middle East -—-—----- 
two of three gay Lutheran seminarians said 'in compliance’ ------ 
Quakers agree to aid workers who don't pay military taxes ------- 
United Church council adopts civil—disobedience policy ---------- 
Anglican bishops' secretaries hold first conference --—-----~--—-—--—- 
RC bishops say sexism is a sin --—----—-----—-—-----—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-——-—---—-—— 


American Baptists to get ecumenical relations report -—----------------- 
Appeals for funds increase on Swaggart program —-----------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---—— 


USA: 
USA: 


number of people over 50 among church membership up -—------------ 
Roman Catholics said less ‘hung up' about lay leadership -------- 


Church leaders opt out of rally over communist, Palestine issues --—---—- 


USA: 


Christians, Muslims, Jews form Middle East peace committee -—----—- 


"Alcoholic Beverages in the Local Parish’ ---—-—--------—--—--—-—-~--—~—-—-—-—~-~—-~- 
Christian Peace Conference Leader: glasnost is opportunity, challenge 


USA: 
USA: 


evangelical group says Turkish Christians being persecuted -—----—- 


Methodist staffers knock ‘arbitrary' personnel policies --------—- 


Soviet officials protest US resolution on religion in Ukraine --------- 


USA: 


Baptist-RC report on agreements, differences -—--—-~---—--—-—-—-—-—~—-—-—-—- 


Growth of Islamic fundamentalism said to reduce conversions -------—----~ 


USA: 


church-backed family week planned -—---—----~---—--—-—--~-—~-—--—~—-—-~--—---—-—- 


Swaggart aides leave to start new ministries —---—-------—---—-—---—--~—~~-~~~ 


USA: 


increase in women, minorities in seminaries brings changes -—--—--- 


‘Orthodoxy, Theology, Culture' --------—~—--—-—-~---~—---~—--—~—--—~--——-—-~—~—-—-—-—-—-—— 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


Namibia panel hears Swapo president, Anglican bishop ------------ 
Namibia panel hears activist theologians —---—------~—--—--—-------—-- 
USA: Palestine reactions watched by church officials ----------- 
Church and other reps call for moratorium on patented animals --- 
"The Media as a Frontier of Mission’ -—---—-------—---------—-------—- 


Methodists discuss doctrine, homosexuality, university in Africa 


Church hearing on Namibia urges action on South African occupation ---- 


USA: Christians gather for worship, education --—---—----—-------—-- 
Adventist commission: more study of women's role needed -------- 
‘Covenant communion' seen as step in US church unity ------------ 
USA: Bible Society offers booklet for people with Aids --------- 
Hispanics cite frustration with Disciples task force ------------ 
United Methodist bishops issue letter on Aids --------------—----- 


USA: presidential candidate's church status prompts controversy 


Mennonite World Conference deals with deficits -—----------------- 
USA: specific sexuality questions for Lutheran ordinands? ------ 
USA: A churchbody for heavy-metal Christians -—-—------------—---—-—- 
USA: bishops of three traditions plan joint baptismal service -—- 
Religious input offered at UN disarmament session —-------------- 


World Council of Churches urges multilateral disarmament approach ----- 


Jamaica: ecumenical council critical of USA on Panama ---------- 
USA: Presbyterians ask more evangelism, mission efforts -------- 
‘Adventist Developments in the USSR' -—-----------------—---—-------~ 
USA: future of Church World Service debated --------------—-----—- 
USA: ‘crime wave striking churches around the country’ --------- 
UN disarmament session ends without agreement -—-—-—-—----------—----- 
USA: effort to place chaplains with auto workers -—--------------— 
USA: Anglicans debate sexuality study; supplement issued ------ 
Brethren debate mission, ethnics, covert war, disobedience ------ 
"WCC Reaction to Shooting Down of Iranian Plane’ -—------------—--- 
USA: Anglicans tackle wide variety of issues -—-—------—----------- 


USA: RC bishops opt for RC rather than ecumenical cable network 


Liberation theology: two decades marked -—-----------—-—-------—---- 
USA: RC bishops keep and update controversial Aids text -------- 
USA: secrecy of Methodist university report on sexism scored --- 
"Blasphemous' Jesus film attacked -—--------—--—-----—---—--—- -———-—-—-——— 
USA: church members' giving in relative decline -—--------------- 
Canada: church group criticizes free trade with USA -—----------- 
"Mennonites and Ecumenism’ -----------------—-—----—------—--—-—-—-—~---- 
"Last Temptation' film attracts audiences and protests ---------- 
USA: controversy continues over candidate's church status ------ 
‘The Vocation of the Journalist' ------------—----------—--—---—----- 
US black Christian experience related to Faith and Order study--- 
USA: Reformed synods deal with ecumenism, communion ------------ 
USA: black Christians discuss reaching unchurched -------------- 
USA: two RC bishops end Democratic party ties ----------------—-—- 
USA: Lutheran bishops affirm editorial freedom of magazine ----- 
‘Two Hallmarks of the Media's Mission' ------------—-------~------- 
USA: leaders of RC communities of women critique draft letter -- 
USA: black Baptists in historic joint worship ------------------ 
First woman chosen as Anglican bishop ---------------~---—--—------— 
'Temptation' widely protested; world release of film moved up -—- 
USA: earthquake proofing causes problems for churches -—--------- 
USA Native presbytery out; Canadian Native conference in ------- 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


Nicaragua: church hospital, agency reject US funds offer —----------—- 
Officers reaffirm NCC leader: Church World Service cuts back --------- 
DSAcsnuwarms,controledirectorslinkstpact with Maly 
Brazil/USA: Presbyterians moving towards resumed relations -—---------- 
USA: Orthodox bishop says he intended no antisemitism ---------------- 
palvation |Army | eaders; Cont ei tri ed 
USA: six diocesan bishops won't accept female colleague —-------------- 
Vatican,urges younger men in ’SeMina tl C8 | 
USA: ‘Ecumenical Sunday' urged during unity prayer week -------------- 
'The US.Ghurch .in + the *Upcopi rm irR elk OT we 
Missionary kids deal with culture shock ------------------------------- 
"Hecrmemi cal Accourtapi lh ty | mmm mmm mmm ne 
USA: Orthodox priests object to Dukakis dinner role —---------—-------- 
USA: Anglicans, United agree on eucharistic guidelines -~-------------- 
United Methodist agency cuts nearly US$1 million ----------------~-~--~~~ 
Coalition formed over ‘greenhouse effect' -—------—------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-————-—-~—-——-— 
‘Creation spirituality’ priest Fox reportedly rejects silencing --—----- 
USA: Baptist mission offering down again -—-----------—---—-—-—-——-—-~—---—-—-~-— 
Inter—Orthodox relations in North America: ‘lowest ebb' -—------------- 
USA: ecumenical council hears Philippines reports ---------------~--~-~-~ 
USA: ecumenical council making course correction —----~—---—-—--—-—-—-—-—---——-— 
Draft Vatican document questions national conferences of bishops -—----—- 
USA: call for 'E.T." boycott --------------------—-—--—-————--—-————--—— 
"Baptist Pen Pals for Peace' -—--------------~---~————-—--~--~———~~~----——---—- 


UNITY (see UNION & UNITY) 

URBAN RURAL MISSION 

URUGUAY 

WCC leader in first official visit hone ———---—————__-_____________ 


USSR 

‘A Thousand Years Since Vladimir's Baptism (I) ---------—~------------_—- 
USSR: theologians, communicators meet -—---——--—-——--—-—-—~-—~~—————~~~—_____ 
USSR: Latvian archbishop's sermon reportedly protested —-------—-—-—-—-~~~ 
GDR/FRG: Joint church letter marks 1000th anniversary -------------~-~- 
(A, Thousand Years: Since Vladimir's: Baptism. (11).—————_—- 64 eeen eee 
Soviet human rights group includes two church people --------------~---~ 
USSR: Armenian church leader appeals for ‘just solution’ -——-—--——----—~~-~ 
Turkey: Armenian patriarch says Armenians freer in Soviet Union -----—- 
USSR: Latvian pastor reportedly restored to his post -----——--------~~~ 
USSR: Russian Orthodox reported planning new Ukrainian parishes --—--- 
Synod Abroad rejects Russian Orthodox overture —-------—-------~~-~--~__ 
WCC's Castro appeals to Gorbachev on Armenians —------------~---~~~-—~~~~ 
Group of church people urges Soviet patriarch to step down ---—-—-—-—-—----—-— 
Latvian exile church urges prayer day in November --------~~-~~-~------~~~ 
USSR: bishops review local council, millennium; warn on divisions --- 
USSR: three closed monasteries reported returned to church ----------- 
USSR: in break with tradition, Easter worship on tv ------------~---~~ 
Soviet Baptists ask government to end support for atheism -----------~—~ 
Soviet officials protest US resolution on religion in Ukraine --------~-— 
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USSR (continued) 


Switzerland: Protestant federation supports Armenian catholicos ------ 
Changes being proposed in Russian Orthodox structures --—---------------— 
USSR: Baptists send message on 1000th anniversary -------------------- 
Gorbachev to Christian peace group: shared opposition to N-weapons --- 
Some Orthodox hierarchs stay away from millennium over church status —- 
Russian Orthodox, Vatican to discuss Ukrainian Catholics -------------- 
"European Ecumenical Statement on Russian Millennium' -----—----—----—---- 
Church millennium marked by celebrations, council -------—------~-—------- 
Russian Orthodox appeal to breakaways on unity --—---------------------- 
‘Adventist Developments in the USSR' -----------------------—---—-—---—---—— 
‘Church and State in the USSR' ------------------—-----—-—-—-—----—-—----—----- 
‘Why Mennonites emigrate from USSR' -—--------------—---—-—---—-—--—---------—- 
Gorbachev outlines view of religion in Soviet society -—-----------—----- 
USSR: Baptist president critiques past state, church actions --------- 
USSR: Latvian pastor in 'renewal' movement interviewed in paper ------ 
USSR: relics returned to Orthodox -—-----------------—-----—---~---------- 
Soviet government minister visits world church leaders -—----~—---------- 
USSR: more churches, monasteries reported returned -—---—--------------- 
USSR: Belaya Krinitsa Old Believers elect metropolitan -—------------—-- 
Soviet official makes ecumenical centre visit ---------------—--—-------- 
"Soviet Atheist Education' ------—-----—--—---—-—-—--—--—---—-—--—--—-—----—--—------- 
USSR: archbishop scores bad language ---------—---—-—--—-—----—--—---—-—--—-—---—-— 
USSR: bishop calls for environmental concern -—--------—-~----—-—-—--------- 
"Ecumenical Declaration on Toxic Waste Disposal' -~--~----------—~---~------ 
USSR: independent symposium scheduled -------—--—---—-—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—--—-—--—----- 
USSR: Baptists and atheists meet ------------—-—-—---—-—-—--—-—-—--—--—-~—---—----—— 
Ecumenical youth council urged for the Soviet Union ------------------- 
"The Armenian Church & Nagorno-Karabakh' ----—-------—-—---—-—-—-—-—--—-—-—-—----—-- 
Armenian church leadership not advocating independence --—----—---~------- 
USSR: two Baltic cathedrals sites of worship again -—----—------—-------- 
"Liturgical Reform in Russian Orthodoxy' -----------------—--—--—---—------ 
Estonian church youth suggest prayer emphases, note concerns ---------- 
USSR: Central Asian Lutherans get bishop ------—-----—-—-—-----—--—----—----- 


VATICAN 


Vatican JPIC response: significant collaboration but not 'co-inviting' 
India: theologians hit Vatican ban on priest ------------------------- 
Vatican bars secular music concerts in churches ----------------------- 
New Vatican directory on ecumenism projected —------------------------- 
Pope releases new document on church social teaching -----------------—- 
Vatican employees in "Christian strike" -—--------------—--—-------------- 
Religious orders give more to Vatican; ask simpler lifestyle --------- 
Russian Orthodox, Vatican to discuss Ukrainian Catholics -------------- 
Vatican and community of women disagree ------------------------------- 
Vatican criticizes US bishops on Aids --------------------------------- 
Vatican appoints several to work on justice, peace, creation -—--------—— 
South African church leaders wish more papal directness on apartheid —- 
Lefebvre followers reported returning -—-----------------—--------------- 
Vatican okays special Zaire liturgy ----------------------------------- 
Brazil: Vatican suggests outspoken bishop keep quiet ----—------------- 
Pope issues document on role of women -~------------------------------- 
Vatican urges younger men in seminaries ------------------------------- 
Draft Vatican document questions national conferences of bishops ------ 
Vatican on Anglican-RC text: insufficient clarity, agreement --------—- 


05. 18 
05. 42 
05. 95 
06. 10 
06. 22 
06. 28 
06. 55 
06. 58 
06. 97 
06.118 
06.119 
06.120 
07. 05 
07. 46 
07. 47 
07. 48 
09. 17 
09. 19 
09.20 
09. 36 
09. 42 
09. 60 
10. 28 
10.631 
10. 54 
10. 55 
10..;«73 
10. 98 
dlers22 
delat 7 
ll. 49 
11. 50 
Lierpl 
Ol. 04 
02.6032 
02. 48 
03. 24 
D3 ied 
03.,.70 
04. 81 
06.-<28 
06. 63 
OF. 5 
08. 19 
09. 49 
09. 71 
10. 18 
10. 49 
10. 63 
10. 80 
ll. 54 
8 PE he 
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VENEZUELA 

Venezuela: church leaders push for electoral reform —----—--—-----—-~--~-—— 
VIETNAM 

Vietnam: last Evangelical military chaplain reported released -------- 
VIOLENCE/NON-VIOLENGE 

Namibian bishop on blast: ‘when will killing stop?" -----------------—- 
Church leaders condemn Northern Irish violence -----------------——-—----—— 
Church reps condemn attack in Botswana by South Africa ------------—--- 
Sudan: RC bishops say government-backed groups bring destruction -—---- 
BGT Cot DLSHOUSC IU. LAD TOWEL 5 Yo Cube Ce eres 6 
Bombing in South Africa causes severe damage to ecumenical HQ --------- 


‘Church Leaders Reaction to South African Bombing' --—----------------—- 
wees LOT si SOUCIE A eT Lee reel 1) a ace ee ee 


WEST AFRICAN ASSOCIATION OF THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS 


WEST INDIES 
WOMEN 


Norway: all Lutheran bishops to appoint, if not ordain, women -------—- 
Group monitoring decade of church solidarity with Women --------------—-— 
"Easter Message — Ecumenical Women's Decade’ --------------—-—-----—--—---— 
52 Anglican bishops warn against women as bishops --------------------— 
Finland: bishop refuses; women to be ordained by other bishops -—----- 
50 US Anglican bishops won't preside while in England -—-----—---------—-—- 
Australia: Anglican bishops to stay together re female priests ------- 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution --- 
Finland: complaints about bishop who won't ordain women -—-—--------—---- 
Adventists take up women's ordination -—-----—----—-—----—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-———-—-—-—-—-——— 
USA: RC bishops say sexism is a sin --------—----—-—----—-—-—~—-~---—--—-—-----——- 
USA: increase in women, minorities in seminaries brings changes ---—--—— 
141 Anglican bishops sign message affirming women's ordination -------- 
Adventist commission: more study of women's role needed -—-——-—--—---—-~-—--—- 
Papua New Guinea: Anglican bishops oppose women as bishops ----------- 
English Anglican bishops on women: divided on priests, no to bishops - 
Ethiopia: Lutherans of different minds about women's ordiantion --—--—-- 
‘Women in Interfaith dialogue' brings together nine traditions -------- 
Women consider interfaith issues in new meeting style -—----—----—----—---—- 
Ecumenical Loan Fund reviews women's role --------—---—-—-—-—--~——-—-—-—-~--—-—--—-—— 
England: Anglican proposal on female priests outlined -----—~—---—-—---—~—~-- 
Rural women and development program evaluated, affirmed —------—-------- 
Japan; church actions on women's ordination —---—------—-—-—-—-—-——-—-—-—-—--—-—~-~— 
‘Reading the Bible through women's eyes' -—-—-—-—-—-—---—-—-——-—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~—~—-—~~ 
English Anglicans take provisional step toward ordaining women priests 

Another Indonesian lutheran denomination ordains first women --—-—---—---- 
Ways to deal with women's ordination proposed to Anglican meeting ----- 
India: Oriental Orthodox enhance role of women -—-—---—-----—---—-----—--—~~~ 
Anglican bishops decide what to do when women become bishops -—----—--—--- 
YMCA holds first-ever world women's meeting --—-—------—--—-—--—-—-—-~--~~~~~-~~ 
WCC committee discusses women in church, society --—----—--—------—-~~~~~~~ 
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WOMEN (continued) 


Language about God prompts ecumenical committee debate --—------—-—------- 08. 83 
USA: leaders of RC communities of women critique draft letter -------- 09. 39 
Anglicans form committee on women's ordination ----—-----—-—-—---—~--—-—-—------ 09. 63 
First woman chosen as Anglican bishop ------—---—-~------—-------—---------- LOr4 OL 
Pope issues document on role of women -—----------—------—-—-------—-------- 10.403 
USA: six diocesan bishops won't accept female colleague -—-—------------ ey 
Eastern Orthodox meeting on place of women, ordination -—---------—------ OR 
Australia: Anglican diocese to have female priests by 1990? ---------- B) Svgiede sd 
England: Anglican diocese bars eucharist presided by a woman -—-------- Uy aD 
Swedish Lutheran assembly: women, gays, and structure -----—----------- or 9 
Eastern Orthodox meeting: impossible to ordain women -—--—-------—------- LLY one 0 
"Refugee Women in the World Today' -----—-----—-—-—---—-—-—-—~—---—--—-—-—-—-—--—-—-—~--—-- 1684 
Consultation considers refugee women's problems -—-—-—--~—-----—-—----—------- iZ,. OS 
Some bishops to be discouraged from attending woman's rite -—----------—-— i raed 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES (WARC) 


South African government closes church—backed paper till 10 June ------ 04. 14 
World Reformed Alliance scores Romanian policy on minorities ---------- 06.110 
Soviet government minister visits world church leaders -------—--------- 09. 17 
‘What is a Reformed Ethos?' -—------------—-—-—--—------~—--—-—--—-~---——-------- 09. 75 
Taiwan: world Reformed leader visits president and prisoners -—-------- 10.0. 02 
World Reformed Alliance speaks on SA, elects GS ----------------------~- BA ony DZ 


WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION (WACC) 


World committee reviews Christian communication -—----—--—------------—---- 06. 06 
"WACC Statement on South African Developments' -----—-------—-----—-----—-- 06.106 


WORLD CHRISTIAN TAMIL CONFERENCE (WCTA) 

WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRP) 

European assembly on religion and peace -—-------~--—--—-—---—-—--—------------ 1 ae 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Vatican JPIC response: significant collaboration but not ‘co-inviting' 01. 04 


"Guidelines for Ecumenical Sharing' -------------—------—------—--—-~------- OL o.27 
"Report on an Ecumenical Visit to North Korea' --—---—--—----------—------- 01. 18 
"Major Societal Trends in the USA' -—---------------—-—--—-—-—-----—---------- Ot un. 22 
"Reflections on a Visit to Cuba' -—--------------------—-----—------------ OF .,22 
Group monitoring decade of church solidarity with Women -—-------------- 02. 06 
Challenge to churches: break silence on racism -—----------—-—----—------- 02. 03 
WCC racism consultation honors Martin Luther King --------------------- 02. 04 
WCC protests political assassinations in Honduras ---------------------— 02. 05 
"Suggestions for Ecumenical Action in the Middle East' ---------------- + I Ip 
Consultation looks at God's mission, interfaith dialogue -------------—- 02 13 
"The WCC and Namibia’ ------------------~---—---~—-------—-—-—-—-—-—------------ ty 
Methodist, Lutheran, ecumenical reaction on Palestine situation ------—- ty eS 
"WCC Presentation on Occupied Arab Territories' ----------------------- 02. 36 
WCC announces two staff appointments ----—---------------------------—-—-- 02. 22 
‘An Ecumenical View of New Caledonia' --------------------------------- 02. 35 
Letters exchanged on destruction of churches -------------------------- 02. 37 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 


Children's art festival on justice, peace attracts 7000 entries ----—--- 
"Aids—Related Ecumenical Issues' --—------------—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---==3 39 = 
‘Easter Message — Ecumenical Wonen‘s’ Decace °° -—————————— eee 
‘WCC UN Testimony on Southern Africa” ————— 
WCC's Castro reflects on Roman Catholic relations --—-----------—-—--—----— 
"WCC—Roman Catholic Relations' ------------------—-—-—--<-----— ===> = 
World Council of Churches rep urges action on 'disappeared' ----------- 
Future of ecumenical resettlement work discussed --------—-------—-—------ 
WCGYAT. 40° (I): Ecumenical Impulses Sefore 1943" -—— 
Ecumenical team visits Suriname -----------------—-—------------------==-— 
Recommendations made on ‘integrity of creation’ --—-----—--------—-—--—----- 
"Ecumenical Human-Rights Involvement' -------------—-—---------------—---— 
WCC AT 40 (II): The World Council of Churches - First Decade --------- 
Committee urges priority to Israeli-Palestinian conflict resolution -——- 
Zambia: government reported investigating ecumenical foundation ------ 
'WCC Letter on Action Against CCA' ---------—-----—--------------—--—---—-=— 
'WCC Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ ------—---—-—-—---—-—-—--—-—---—- 
"The JPIC Process' -------------------------- = 
wCC AT 40 (III): The World Council of Churches - Second Decade -—------ 
Church action on addictions urged ---------------------—----—---—-------—— 
WCC's Castro objects to US troops in Honduras ---------------------—--—— 
WCC's Castro appeals to Gorbachev on Armenians --------—--—----—--—--—--—---- 
"Middle East Christians: Ecumenical Implications’ -------------—-------— 
"Orthodoxy in the Middle East' -—-----~----------- rn 
"Raising Awareness on Refugees' ----------------—--~—---—-------—---------- 
WCC AT 40 (IV): The World Council of Churches - Third Decade --------- 
WCC AT 40 (V): The World Council of Churches - Fourth Decade -—-----—--- 
Latin America: ecumenical worship workshop held ---------------------- 
'A Painful Journey to Palestine’ -----------—---~---—-—-—--—-~—--—-—-—--—-—-—--—---- 
"A Report on Brazil' ---------------—-----------—-~----—-—----—----—----------- 
'Uniqueness, Finality, and Christ’ ------------------~----------—--——-———- 
Ecumenical hearings planned on Namibia -—-------—-------—-------------—-——- 
Latvian exile church urges prayer day in November -------------—--—--——- 
"Pentecost Message of the WCC Presidents' —--------—--—-—-——-—-—-—-—-——-—-—-—-—-—-—— 
‘Middle East Points for Act Lor 0 ae epee eaten 
‘Witness and Dialogue’ ——--——-—-———~———————--.-__--.1.—- +--+ 55. 
‘An Ecumenical Overview of Some Human Rights Concerns' ------------~--~-~ 
Europe: church group meets on refugee issues -------------~-—--——-—-————~— 
WCC's Castro appeals for safe return for Guatemala opposition --—----—--- 
‘WCC Concerns about the Holy Land Crisis' ---—---------—----~—-~~------~—--- 
'The..Ecumenical Youth, Movement § emma re rere 
WCC's Christian Medical Commission proposes drug-donation guidelines —- 
‘Refugees: More than a Crisis' -—-—~-~~.—.—....-_- = ee 
‘Communiqué from the Joint Working Group! --—--—-—----—~---—--~~--—--—~--~ 
‘Eight..Global. Youth ‘Emplacement einermeere 
Pe SMT Lh Bt nls Oe Oa Wy 7 en eee ek wR ta I Td 
International affairs commission acts on Middle East, Korea, rights —-- 
‘WCC Message for World Environment Day' ~---—-----—~---—-—-—-———-—--~--—_______ 
Chinese church leader notes unity, evangelism ---~---------------~~-~~-~ 
Ecumenical youth/student groups/networks to work together -—----~----~-- 
"WCC Millennium Message to Russian Orthodox Church' --—-—----—---—-—--—--—--~-~ 
‘Some Social Trends in Lebanon’ —--——-—-—-—~—---2.. a ee 
"Ecumenical Points on Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones' —-—---—-—-—-—-—----—----~-~~ 
World Council of Churches urges multilateral disarmament approach ----- 
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Ecumenical Loan Fund reviews women's role --—--------------------------- 06.101 
‘A 50th Ecumenical Anniversary' ----------------—--—----—-—-------—--------- 06.109 
Concern for religious plurality on ecumenical dialogue group's agenda - 06.112 
‘WCC Testimony on Decolonialization' -------—---—-------—--—-—-—--—~----—------- 06.116 
‘A Church Role in Korean Reunification’ --------—------—-—----—-—-—---—~---~---- 06.117 
Rural women and development program evaluated, affirmed --—---—---------- 07. 04 
World Council of Churches: functions and brief history --------------- 07. 19 
‘Church Response to Asylum Issues! ------------—-—--—-—-—-—-—--—--—-----—-------- O75 21 
WCC general secretary sends message on Haiti --—--------—---—-—--—--—-—------- GF 37 
"WCC Reaction to Shooting Down of Iranian Plane' -—--------~---------~---- 07. 62 
BEM consultation reviews responses -—-—--—-—-—---—-—-----—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—~-—-—-—----—-—---- 07. 74 
'The WCC at 40' -—------------—---—------—----—---—--—--—--—---------—----------- 08. 13 
Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean ---—------ 08. 26 
Hannover ; 

WCC's Castro reflects on aspects of Christian unity ------------------—- 08. 27 
WCC moderator offers thoughts on ecumenical theological thinking ------ 08. 28 
‘Conclusions about Christian Unity' -------—---~---—-—---—--—--—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---- 08. 38 
"Ecumenical Theological Thinking' -------------—-~--—-—---—--—----—~—~—-—--—-—-—---- 08. 39 
World Council of Churches marks its 40th anniversary --------—-—-—-------- 08. 48 
Theme proposed for assembly of World Council of Churches -------------- 08. 49 
WCC committee discusses peace, justice, integrity of creation --—------- 08. 50 
‘WCC Anniversary Sermon! -—-—-----------—--—-—-—-—----------—-—-—-—-——-—-—----------—- og; 53 
WCC committee speaks on Middle East, human rights, and Romania -—------- 08. 61 
Full discussion projected of WCC-Roman Catholic relations -—----—-------- 08. 62 
Ecumenical pilgrimage to Nazi-era memorial -—-—-—-—-—-—--—-----~-----—-—-—-—-—--—--—-- 08. 63 
WCC committee discusses women in church, society -----—--------------—--- 08. 64 
WCC committee discusses recent steps toward unity -----------~---------- 08. 65 
Church reps urge ‘radical transformation’ on sharing ------—-------—----- 08. 66 
Appointments of 3 WCC directors authorized; . Castro term extended -—---- 08. 68 
‘WCC Public Statements’ ----------—-—-----—-—-----—-—--—-—-—-—-~---—-—-—--—--—-—-------- 08. 73 
‘Remembering at Bergen-Belsen' --------—-—-—---—-—~---—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—---—-—--—--—-—---- 08. 74 
Roundup: WCC committee takes up several issues ------—------—---—-—------- 08. 77 
Proposal on interfaith dialogue prompts debate in WCC committee -—------ 08. 78 
"Come Holy Spirit -— renew the whole creation’ is WCC assembly theme --- 08. 79 
Marxist-led societies to be studied ecumenically -------—-----—-—-—--—------— 08. 80 
WCC committee speaks on Singapore, Southern Africa, Refugees, tension - 08. 81 
Language about God prompts ecumenical committee debate ---------------- 08. 83 
"More WCC Statements on Public Issues' -----------------—-----—---------- 08. 86 
"Reflections on Proselytism in Ethiopia’ ---—-----—------—-—---~—----------- 08. 40 
Church merger reduces WCC membership total by one --------------------- 08. 69 
Amsterdam celebrations mark WCC's fortieth anniversary ---------------—-— 08. 82 
WCC expresses concern about Burundi situation -------—---—---—-—--—-—-------- 09. 08 
"Reflections on Evangelism Crusades' -—-~—-------—---—--—-—--—--—---—-~---------- 09. 10 
US black Christian experience related to Faith and Order study--------- 09. 13 
Soviet government minister visits world church leaders ---------------- 09. 17 
Upcoming Bossey programmes announced -—-----—---—-—--—-—---—-------------—----- 09. 29 
Soviet official makes ecumenical centre visit -—------------—----—--—------ 09. 36 
'The WCC and the Middle East' ------------—--~------—-~---—-----—----—-------—— 09. 44 
WCC call for Shell boycott: Shell protests, WCC replies -------------- 09. 47 
Ecumenical appeal for 4.1m US$ in wake of Sudan floods ---------------- 09. 69 
WCC 1988 anti-racism grants: 59 groups to get US$ 635 000 ------------ 10. 07 
‘Ecumenical Declaration on Toxic Waste Disposal' ---------------------- 10. 31 
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Increase in anti-racism applications from Brazil ---------------------—- 
World Council of Churches holds ‘open house' --—-----—-----—-—---—---—--—-—--— 

‘Ecumenism in New Caledonia’ -------------—--—--—--—--—-—--—-—-—-—----—--——-—----= 
WCC congratulates UN peace forces on prize --------------—-—--—--—--—-----=-— 
"The Armenian Church & Nagorno-Karabakh' ---—--—-----------—-—---—-----—---— 
‘Moussa: A Case of Proselytism in Egypt' ---—---—--—-----—-—---—-—-—--——--—----- 
"A Challenge to Apartheid’ ---------------—---—-—--—--—--—--—-—--——--—--—---—=-=-— 
Ecumenical inter-church aid group reviews new directions --—---—--—-~----~—- 
WCC leader in first official visit home --------------—-—--—-—--—-—--——-—-—----—- 
Coalition formed over ‘greenhouse effect' ------—--—-—---—-—-~—--—--—-—-—------— 
'1988 Christmas Letter of WCC General Secretary' -—-~—---—---—---—--—---—----- 
"Doing Theology in Different Contexts’ ----—-—---—-—-—-—--—--——-———--——-—--———= 
Ecumenical team visits Paraguay ----------—~—-------—-------—--—---—--------= 


Ecumenical fund: there's more to loans than money —-—-----------—------- P 


US$ 1 million asked for 19 West Bank Christian schools ---------~----- 

‘Broselytism-in-the-Philippines nC) 9=---+-eesqes eae eS 
‘Proselytism sin »the Phiilippines'( 11) {tes — ee — es —-S enaeee 
(Aad Appreciation.-of -Shoki -Coe’.——————__—_—__—- 5 a Fee ee aie 
WCC gets 10 000 French-language Bibles for Third World ---------------- 
"A Jewish Perspective on Proselytism' --—-------—---——---———————--————====—— 
‘Ihe’ Church-and-the Jews *) =————-———=————— 9 - 
‘The Moravians in World Meeting’ -—----—---————----——=== == =5—=—-5=5- ==> 
"Refugee Women in the World Today' -—------—----—--———--————-—-—---=—===—=== 
"Proselytism in the Netherlands’ -----------—---——-——--————---—-—=—---=== 
WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat -—-----------~------~~-~ 


WORLD EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP (WEF) 
WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL (WMC) 


Methodist, Lutheran, ecumenical reaction on Palestine situation ------- 
"World Methodist Statement on Palestine’ ----------------~~-~~~~-~-~-~~-~-~-~-~ 


WORLD PEACE COUNCIL (WPC) 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION (WSCF) 


World Student Christian Federation: 'crucial' meeting on priorities -- 
GDR: government cancels Christian student conference -----------~-~~~~~ 


WORLD WILDLIFE FEDERATION (WWF) 


WORSHIP 


Worship workshops for Latin America, North America, Caribbean -—---—--~--- 
Latin America: ecumenical worship workshop held -----------~--~------~~~ 
USSR: in break with tradition, Easter worship on tv ---------~------~~~ 
USA: Christians gather for worship, education —-----—---~~~~~-----_____ 
Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean -—~---—~--~ 
Quakers holding “world triennia):——--—— ee ee bee 
USA:** -black Baptists ‘in historic joint ‘worship’ ——~222se62- [igg2 sas ts 
Haiti: “crowd backae*priest |<. eae eae esis 
World Week of Prayer for Animals, 2-9 October —————==———~~1--= as 


10... 35 
10. 43 
10. 70 
10... 91 
10. 98 
10.109 
10.111 
a, 03 
ll. 04 
LY. 12 
ll. 14 
Bee LS 
Lhe 19 
Lina oo 
Lis 39 
ll. 45 
ll. 46 
ll. 48 
ll. 78 
ll. 81 
tL... 82 
Lie, 83 
ll. 84 
LLs. 85 
12. 14 
02... 21 
06.105 
09. 48 
12. 10 
03..79 
04. 28 
04. 73 
05. 93 
08. 26 
08. 51 
09. 55 
10. 27 
10. 45 


rephh iy fa 


YMCA 

"World YMCA Statement on South African Developments' --—-—-—--—----—-------- 9 IM”) 
YWCA, YMCA condemn distorted forgeries -—--—---—-—---—--—-—---—-—-—-—-—---—---—------ Diet 
‘World YMCA Statement on Disarmament' -----—--------—----—-—---—-—-—---------- 07. 20 
YMCA holds first-ever world women's meeting —--------—-—-—--—-—-—-—------—---——- oF: re Se 
World Council of YMCAs meets -—-—----—------—--—-—-—--—-—--—-—-—-—-—-—--—-—---—--—-—------- 08. 70 
World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship --—-----—---—--—------- to a 2 | 
YWCA 

YWCA, YMCA condemn distorted forgeries we ee UPn ata 
World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship -—---—--—--—----—--~—---- af + pM...) 
YOUTH 

Children's art festival on justice, peace attracts 7000 entries -—------ i.e AS 
"The Ecumenical Youth Movement! ----—------—-—-—-—~—-—-—--—-—~—-—--~--—-—--—--—-—-—--~-—-—~-- 04.110 
Orthodox youth discuss ecumenical participation -—---—---—---—-—----—-—-—---—-—-—- OS .0udb 
"Eight Global Youth Emphases' -—--------—-—-—-—-—--—-—---—-—-—-—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—~—--—-—-—--~~-- UD. 85 
Southern Africa: church youth meet —------—-------—---—-~-—-—-—~——--——--—~——-—-——~—-~ D6. aoe 
Ecumenical youth/student groups/networks to work together —--—---—--—----- 06. 87 
Europe: Christian students to gather -~--—----------—--~-—-—--——---—-—-~—-——-——-—-- CTF on, aukhaee 
Honduras: youth work on centre of reconciliation —-—-—-—---—--—-—---—~—-—--—-—-—- 10. 04 
Theological consultation on racism for youth and students -—--—---—------- LO o65 
Ecumenical youth council urged for the Soviet Union -—-—-----—--—---—-—--—-—--—~- Ww S 
Orthodox youth call for church renewal -—------—--------—-—-—--—-—-—--—-—-—-—-—----—- 40 «076 
Students, youth consult on racism —-—--—---—--—---~--—-----—---—--—-—--—--—-----—--- i a PO ae | 
Estonian church youth suggest prayer emphases, note concerns -—--------—- dd ew 
"Baptist Pen Pals for Peace' —--—-------—-—--—---—-—-—--—-—-~—-—-—-—~—-—--——-—-——-—--—--—-——-— bh aN 
YUGOSLAVIA 

Yugoslavia: Orthodox bishop cites liberty restrictions --—---—------—---- 02. 54 
Yugoslavia: church group says believers discriminated against -—------- 04. 45 
Yugoslavia: Orthodox note problems in Croatia, Kosovo ---—--------—----- O7 «e222 
International Serbian exhibition on Sava church mounted -—---------—--—--- 08. 47 
ZAIRE 

Africa: French-speaking church communicators meet —----------—--—-—--—-—--— 04. 83 
African church consultation addresses communications crises ----------- 04.105 
Zaire: missionary couples leave after disagreement with bishop ------—- O5.».241 
‘Communication in Francophone Africa’ -—-----—--------—---—-—--—---—--—--—------ 05. 41 
"Revelation and Mass Media’ -—---------------~----~--—~—-—-~~-~-----~—~—-—---—----- 05. 54 
‘Using Mass Media in Africa' ----------—---~—~-~-~-~—-~~—-~~—~-~~---—~—~—-—--—-——---—-- 05.2055 
Vatican okays special Zaire liturgy -—-----------~-~—---—-------—--~—------~-- 10. 18 
ZAMBIA 

Zambia: Pentecostals don't agree on remarriage —--—--—------------------ 01. 14 
Zambia: ecumenical concern over ‘inequalities in society" ------------ 01. 15 
Zambia: government reported investigating ecumenical foundation ------ 03.122 
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Zambia: new national ecumenical structure urged —--------—------—-—----—— 04. 84 
Zambia: ecumenical foundation getting newspaper to retract -—---------—-— 04.104 
YMCA reps consider ‘youth in exile' from South Africa, Namibia -—------—- oe Breil. y § 
Zambia: church reps say Aids campaign promotes immorality -----—------—- pe Ba 
Southern Africa: church youth meet ---------------------—-------—-—------ 06. 32 
Zambia: officials' comments prompt church anger -----------—-—----—-—---—— 4 oe 
Zambia: ecumenical appeal against Aids-related abortions -—-----------—- 06. 45 
Zambia: lack of Bible translation support noted -----------—---—-—--—-—---—— 06. 46 
Zambia: church-run clinics, hospitals said below standard -~------—--—--—-— 07. 45 
Zambia: church leaders object to condom distribution --—-----—--—--—----—-—— yo 
Zambia: no bishop found because ‘everybody wants to be leader' -—-—----- C7 sae 
Zambia: Pentecostals hope for church seat on party body -------------- 08. 36 
Zambia: election of overseas bishop criticized --—-------—----—-—-—-—------—- 08. 37 
Zambia: archbishop removed over healing conducts service ------------- 09. 66 
Zambia: Church of God split proclaimed, denied —------------—-—------———-— a ae 
Zambia: Kaunda has no wish to be 'chief priest' ------—-—--—------—-----—- lo 
ZIMBABWE 

Ecumenical documentation, info centre opens for Southern Africa ------- Ol. 02 
Zimbabwe: church effort helps victims of South African violence -—-—---- ee ae 
Zimbabwe government party: church not to fear Marxism ——---------—-----~ 03.140 
Church of England in Zimbabwe formed -—-----------—---—--—-—----~~-~----~~—~-—~—~—~ 05. 66 
Church meeting considers Mozambique refugee plight —---—---—-----—~--—-~—~~~ 05. 91 
Church agencies urged: combine aid and advocacy on Mozambique -------- 06. 24 
Zimbabwe: Methodists debate Jesus' whiteness in revising hymnal ------ 06. 52 
"Ecumenical Council Report on Mozambique Situation’ -—---------------~~—~ 06. 56 
Reformed synod renamed; keeps Dutch member, but loses others --------- 07. 67 
World Student Christian Federation: 'crucial' meeting on priorities -—- 09. 48 
Zimbabwe: former president glad to be back teaching theology --------- 09. 74 
Southern African church reps meet on justice, peace, creation ------——- IU, us 
Zimbabwe: government warns church group on vaccinations --------~~~~~~ ee, 
Theological consultation on racism for youth and students —--------~--~~ LU aaitto 
students, youth Consult on racisn ———_——___________ eee RA: PRs fe | 
Zimbabwe/Swaziland: ‘exposure seminar' planned on refugees -—-—--—-——-—-—-——~— Lissos 
Déstabilization,.by,.South Arnica Gn Church Agenda ———eee eee ee ll. 68 
Church reps describe South African harm to neighbours --------~~~----~~_ ll. 69 
Roundup: ecumenical conference urges support for SA neighbours —------ Les Oh 
South African church reps meet African National Congress reps -—--------— Be 
Angolan, Namibian, S. African church reps report apartheid effects ---- 12. 03 
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SHOPTALK (55/01) 


Everett Metzler, of Nan Tong Teachers College, Nan Tong, Jiangsu, China, sends 
the following comment about EPS 87.10.25: "From 1957 to 1969 we used a 
complete Vietnamese-language Bible while serving in that country, and still 
have it in our possession, published, I believe, by the United Bible 
Societies. ... Perhaps a correction of the above-mentioned news item would be 
in order to honour those earlier translators of the Scriptures who worked hard 
under great limitations to produce that earlier version." [The EPS item 
referred to "what is said to be the first Vietnamese translation". It was 
"said to be" such by the organizers/promoters of the project.] 


St Mark's Publications of St Macarius Monastery in Egypt announces its new 
Magazine, "St Mark's English Quarterly". It costs 15 US dollars a year. 
Subscription orders can be sent to St Mark's Publications, Box 7141, Ventura 
CA 93006 USA. The monastery address is Box 2780, Cairo. 


A 1988 WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


Long time EPS subscriber Ronald Cheffings (25 Barrow Lane, Hessle, North 
Humberside HU13 OPJ) has a large quantity of back issues of EPS that he 
offers to a library or other institution or person who could make good use of 
them. 


The Reformed Ecumenical Synod advises that its new address is 2071 Fastern 
Ave SE (201), Grand Rapids MI 49507-3234 USA. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 4 January. The 
next is scheduled for 27 January. 


The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 19 January, 10 February, 16 February, 
22 February, and subsequent Mondays. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


SINGAPORE EXPELS CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
CONFERENCE OF ASIA Service 88.01.01 


GENEVA -— The government of Singapore ordered on 30 December 1987 the expulsion 
of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA). The government order "dissolving" 
the CCA under the Societies Act and revoking the employment passes of the 
expatriate staff said that it (the government) "has taken these actions 
because the CCA has breached the undertaking it gave in 1974, not to indulge 
in any political activity or allow its funds to be used for political 
purposes". 


On the morning of 30 December, officers of the Special Branch, Immigration and 
other departments raided the CCA office in Singapore. The staff were asked 
to leave and the office was sealed. The bank accounts were frozen. 


Among the allegations made in the order by the minister for home affairs are 
that: CCA has used Singapore as a base to support liberation movements in 
Asia and has funded pro-communist movements; CCA news has promoted radical 
political activities and liberation theology; CCA has provided covert support 
for radical activists in Singapore. 


In a statement in The Straits Times, Singapore, Associate General Secretary 
George Ninan denied the government charges but said the organization would 
leave if it was no longer welcome there. After discussions among officers of 
the CCA including Bishop Erme Camba of the Philippines, one of the presidents, 
and Bishop Ken Mason of Australia, Treasurer, the CCA has appealed to the 
government to allow the General Committee of the CCA to wind up its affairs in 
Singapore and has also requested that General Secretary Sang Jung Park and 
Associate General Secretary George Ninan be permitted to remain in Singapore 
until 10 February 1988. 


The programme committees of the CCA will meet in the middle of January in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, as scheduled. The General Committee now plans to hold 
an emergency meeting as soon as possible. 


In Geneva, the World Council of Churches expressed its deep concern over the 
developments related to the CCA. "The WCC reaffirms its support for the CCA, 
its policies, and directions. The CCA, with which the WCC has collaborated 
closely, has been through its various activities only fulfilling its mandate 
and functions as a regional ecumenical organization. The WCC upholds in its 
prayers all those related to the organization and especially the staff and 
their families immediately affected. The council pledges its support for 
efforts to make new arrangements for the CCA to continue its ministry 
effectively", the WCC stated. It is expected to make a more detailed 
Statement on the developments related to the CCA. 


Some 95 churches and 15 national councils of churches spread over 17 countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region are members of the CCA. Founded at Prapat, 
Indonesia, in 1957, its headquarters were in Bangkok until the regional 
ecumenical organization moved to Singapore in 1974. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL DOCUMENTATION, INFO Ecumenical Press 
CENTRE OPENS FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA Service 88.01.02 


HARARE (Steve Askin) — Twelve national Christian councils launched a new drive 
to cut through South African secrecy at a symposium (7-11 December) on "South 
Africa: current events seen against the historical background". The 
regional meeting of 70 journalists and church workers marked the formal 
opening of the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre (EDICESDA). 


The centre is sponsored by the Christian councils of Angola, Botswana, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. They agreed to create it at a conference in July 1986 
[EPS 86.08.31]. 


It was formed to document and publicise the impact of South Africa's apartheid 
system and its efforts to destabilise neighbouring countries. The centre is 
to share information with church bodies in the region and their ecumenical 
partners worldwide. It is also to train religious communicators and promote 
information-sharing among church workers, journalists, and anti-apartheid 
activists. 


The importance of church action in the information field was highlighted by a 
move against South Africa's leading church-backed newspaper on the day the 
symposium opened. A legal notice from Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha 
gave the New Nation, an anti-apartheid weekly sponsored by the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops Conference, until 17 December to show cause why it 
should not be banned, or subjected to pre-publication censorship. 


The meeting itself was hit by South African restrictions when the Pretoria 
government kept two invited participants away from the conference by refusing 
to grant them passports. 


South African journalists must respond to the "“anti-press onslaught" by 
finding new ways to disseminate information, an editorial in the conference 
newsletter observed. International church media and other press must “accept 
and highlight information issued clandestinely", it said. 


Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana, himself a Methodist minister, told 
participants the centre “demonstrates the churches' determination to give a 
meaningful contribution towards the overthrow of this iniquitous system", 
apartheid. He said journalists “constitute an important war-front against 
apartheid ... to counter its disinformation campaign." [EPS] 


Naudé becomes pastor in black Reformed church 


Beyers Naudé, retired general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches, said EDICESA can serve, amidst growing censorship as an "essential 
link between the Christian faith as we proclaim it" and the “process of 
liberation and justice and reconciliation". 


In another, emotional statement to the conference, Naudé, who is white, said 
"the circle of my life ... in a certain sense was completed" when he was 
formally admitted (4 December) to the clergy roster of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa (NGKA), a black offspring of South Africa's white Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK). Naudé said he was deeply moved by the action "not 
because the status of a minister is of any basic importance to me as a 
Christian", but as a symbol of the NGKA's independence from NGK domination, 
and a sign of support for his religious witness against apartheid. Naudé 
joined the NGKA in 1980. Twenty-four years ago, the NGK removed him from its 
clergy rolls in connection with his anti-apartheid activity. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL DELEGATION Ecumenical Press 
VISITS CENTRAL AMERICA Service 88.01.03 


WASHINGTON - A nine-member delegation [EPS 87.11.118*] sponsored by three 
ecumenical bodies visited (2-12 December) the five Central American countries 
whose presidents signed the regional peace initiative last August. We are 
giving concrete expression to ... prayers ... for a negotiated peace in 
Central America", said the head of the delegation, Federico Pagura, Methodist 
bishop of Argentina. 


Sponsored by the World, Latin American, and [US] National Councils of Churches 
(WCC, CLAI, NCC), the group met with the presidents of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
and Honduras, the vice-president of El Salvador, and representatives of the 
reconciliation commissions set up in each country under the terms of the 
plan. It also saw other political figures, church leaders, and specialists in 
human rights, refugee protection, and economic development. 


According to an article released in connection with the group's visit, "Costa 
Rica has paid its price for the widespread conflict in the region, and 
regrettably, a price, too, for its peace initiative", for which Costa Rican 
President Oscar Arias received the Nobel Peace Prize last month. "The US has 
suspended millions of dollars in aid ..., placed strict restrictions on Costa 
Rican exports, and contributed to a refusal by international lending 
institutions to reschedule its loans." 


The article notes increased "internal violence" in several countries, a 
“resurgence of death-squad activity in El Salvador", the murder of El Salvador 
human-rights activist Rene Cardenas while the team was in the country, threats 
on the lives of El Salvador's Lutheran bishop, Medardo Gomez, and on the life 
of Honduran human-rights activist Ramon Custodio, reports from human-rights 
groups in Guatemala of an increase in the number of people who mysteriously 
disappear, an assassination plot against Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo, 
and reports from US observers of continuing attacks by the contras, the 
anti-government forces in Nicaragua. 


The visitors described Central America as a region where insecurity, fear, and 
frustration abound, especially among the poor, indigenous, and marginal 
populations. They said the peace plan is widely viewed as a source of hope 
for an end to war and destruction. 


The delegation reported that it pressed reconciliation commissions to become 
fully functional, as they represent an important channel for people to support 
the peace plan and/or express grievances. It also noted that in Nicaragua, 
the commission is "fully functional and active", and that “regional and local 
reconciliation commissions have sprung up around the country, often on the 
initiative of local communities." 


The visitors reported that one regional leader described the plan as a 
"complicated puzzle comprised of five equally complicated puzzles. In each 
one, the US controls the key piece." 


Here, after the Central American journey, members of the delegation met with 
government officials to recommend unambiguous US government support for the 
plan, an end to US support for the anti-government forces in Nicaragua, US 
agreement to “negotiate in good faith with parties in the region as an 
essential contribution to a general ceasefire", a restoration of aid to Costa 
Rica, and an indication that the US government is prepared to support UN 
efforts to meet the region's development needs. 


*[The size of the delegation had earlier been announced as eight.] [EPS] 


VATICAN JPIC RESPONSE: SIGNIFICANT Ecumenical Press 
COLLABORATION BUT NOT 'CO-—-INVITING' Service 88.01.04 


GENEVA -— In a letter (18 December) to members of the WCC Executive Committee, 
general secretary Emilio Castro reported that "the Roman Catholic church 
wishes to participate fully" in the process of mutual commitment for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation (JPIC) and the global convocation on JPIC 
set for 1990, but had not accepted the WCC's invitation to be a "co-inviter" 
to the convocation. 


The official response to the invitation, proposed by the WCC Central Committee 
in January 1987 [EPS 87.02.04], had come the previous day in a letter to 
Castro from Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


"We hope to collaborate significantly in the [JPIC] project", Willebrands 
wrote to Castro, “for concerns about justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation must be the concerns of all of us." 


Castro explained in his letter that "the different nature of the two bodies, 
the Roman Catholic church and the WCC, has constituted one of the difficulties 
in the acceptance of our invitation." 


"As a sign of the desire of the Roman Catholic church to collaborate fully 
with the WCC", Castro said, "they will appoint a person to work with the JPIC 
staff in Geneva and will appoint participants to the ad-hoc body which will be 
formed to plan and call the convocation." 


The JPIC process was set in motion by the WCC's Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 
1983), which mandated as one of the guidelines for the Council's programmes in 
the coming years to engage churches "in a conciliar process of mutual 
commitment ... to justice, peace and the integrity of creation". Subsequently 
approved by the Central Committee was the idea of a world convocation on JPIC. 


Although the original Vancouver recommendation had referred specifically to 
WCC member churches, the Central Committee asked in 1985 that consideration be 
given to collaboration with the Roman Catholic church in JPIC. The first 
international JPIC consultation, in November 1986 (where Roman Catholic 
participants were present), said other non-WCC-member churches should be 
included in the planning as well. 


At its meeting in September 1987 [EPS 87.10.01], the Executive Committee 
endorsed a set of principles that had emerged in discussions with Vatican 
representatives in connection with JPIC, and reiterated the hope that the 
Roman Catholic church would accept the invitation "to be a co-inviter with the 
WCC" for the convocation. 


The next step for the WCC will be developing proposals for a planning process 
leading up to the convocation, the general secretary told Executive Committee 
members. These will be presented to them at their (6-12 March) meeting in 
Istanbul. Also on the immediate horizon is an international consultation on 
"the integrity of creation", to be held in Oslo, Norway (24 February to 4 
March). 


"We count still on the co-operation and support of our member churches, the 
Christian World Communions, regional ecumenical bodies and national councils, 
all non-member churches and church-related groups concerned with JPIC", Castro 
said, "to carry out the plans for implementation of our objectives in this 
most significant area of the WCC's life and work." [EPS] 


NORWAY: ABORTION, FILIOQUE Ecumenical Press 
IMMIGRANTS ON SYNOD AGENDA Service 88.01.05 


SKIEN — The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) included 
abortion, the "filioque" clause, and immigrants on its agenda at its recent 
annual meeting. 


It passed a statement regretting Norway's 15,000 abortions a year, and urging 
protection for unborn life, also against genetic manipulation. 


The "filioque" is a clause generally included in the Nicene Creed, though it 
was not in the original version, and Orthodox theologians generally object to 
the addition. In referring to the Holy Trinity, it affirms that the Holy 
Spirit also proceeds "from the Son" (that is, in Latin, "filioque") as well as 
the Father. The synod agreed that the phrase can be omitted when the creed is 
recited on ecumenical occasions when Orthodox are involved. 


In calling for attention to the situation of guest workers and immigrants, the 
synod agreed to join the ecumenical Churches' Committee on Migrants in Europe. 


The synod established a doctrinal commission - including the eleven NK 
bishops, representatives of Norway's three main theological faculties, and six 
synod representatives - to deal with doctrinal conflicts. It also debated a 


report on improving relations between pastors and parish councils. 


Kirsti Kolle Grondahl, the government minister for church and education, told 
the synod that in the future, the Church of Norway "cannot expect to have the 
number of new posts which many want. In the future", she said, it will 
"probably have to depend upon a combination of collected gifts and state 
grants of a more flexible character than now." 


Johannes Ulltveit-Moe, director general of the NK National Council, said the 
church feels “economically squeezed", and noted that the government proposal 
for the country's 1988 budget includes no new NK posts, while opposing the use 
of collected gifts to support church posts. [EPS] 


GDR: government sees ‘interference’ in comments on church raid EPS 88.01.06 
BERLIN (GDR) - The GDR (East German) government protested what it called 
“interference ... in the internal affairs" of the GDR because of comments by 
"government officials and speakers of parliamentary groups" in the FRG (West 
Germany) in the wake of a police raid in a parish church here [EPS 87.12.04]. 
The GDR statement said that "if the FRG parliament is concerned about human 
rights, as has been claimed, it would be within its competence to deal, for 
instance, with the demands of the FRG coal and steel workers for the 
preservation of their jobs ... and with effective measures against increasing 
unemployment." [EPS] 


USA: Methodists, Lutherans urge attention to bishops' ministry EPS 88.01.07 
WINTER PARK (Florida) - A 10-page document on the role of bishops in the 
church from a team of US Methodist and Lutheran theologians urges that the 
church find ways to give preaching the word and celebrating the sacraments 
greater priority in the ministry of bishops. The document says that both 
' traditions are “open to the possibility of restructuring our ministries, 
including episcopacy, for the sake of effective mission". It also calls a 
"ministry of oversight like that of bishops" a "practical necessity", and 
observes that both traditions moved away from "an episcopacy in historical 
succession with reluctance". Dialogue participants came from the United 
Methodist Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops see condoms as lesser evil EPS 88.01.08 
WASHINGTON - Declaring that it is "not promoting the use of prophylactics", 
and calling sexual abstinence and monogamous relationships "the best source of 
prevention" against the Aids virus, the policy-making Administrative Board of 
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops says some mention of condoms could 
be tolerated as a lesser evil in campaigns against Aids. [EPS] 


Norway: all Lutheran bishops to appoint, if not ordain, women EPS 88.01.09 
OSLO — The 11 diocesan bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway have decided 
that all of them will henceforth issue formal letters of appointment to female 
priests, though three bishops (Hakon Andersen, Tunsberg; Halvor Bergan, Agder; 
Arvid Nergard, Nord-Halogaland) continue to decline to ordain women. Till now, 
the three have not signed such letters, but all 11 bishops say they now agree 
all of them should treat equally men and women already ordained. [EPS] 


Norway: bishop advises taking parish pastor to court EPS 88.01.10 
STRANDEBARM -— Per Lonning, [Lutheran] Church of Norway bishop of Bjorgvin, 
says it is his “heavy and bitter duty" to advise court proceedings against a 
parish pastor here, Per Korner, who declines to recognize Lonning's authority. 
Lonning says he agrees with the pastor's objections to Norway's abortion law, 
but that the pastor's way of protesting (which also includes a refusal to 
carry out some of his duties as a civil servant) is not acceptable. [EPS] 


South Africa: white church dismissal of anti-apartheid minister EPS 88.01.11 
JOHANNESBURG - The klassis of the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) which 
includes the Germiston area near here has dismissed one of its leading anti- 
apartheid ministers, Pieter Dumas. He was found guilty of rejecting church 
authority and bearing false witness. The case is being appealed. [EPS] 


Sweden: church reps criticize proposal on record-keeping EPS 88.01.12 
STOCKHOLM - News from the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) reports that a 
proposal by the government that the keeping of population records should be 
moved from the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden to the national tax authorities 
"has met with severe criticism" from SK representatives. [EPS] 


Sweden: lay assistant pastors, Lutheran confessionals coming? EPS 88.01.13 
STOCKHOLM -— News from the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) reports proposals 
to use lay people as assistant pastors (because of a current clergy shortage 
of about 200) and to install anonymous confessional boxes (like those common 
in Roman Catholicism) in to "meet the increasing need among people to talk 
about mtheir troubles and anxiety" are circulating in church circles. [EPS] 


Zambia: Pentecostals don't agree on remarriage EPS 88.01.14 
KITWE - Representatives of the [Pentecostal] Assemblies of God failed to agree 
on the issue of remarriage. About half the nearly 300 AG pastors and deacons 
who met here rejected a proposal that the denomination sanction remarriage in 
"exceptional circumstances". [EPS] 


Zambia: ecumenical concern over ‘inequalities in society’ EPS 88.01.15 
LUSAKA - A joint document from the Christian Council, Evangelical Fellowship, 
and conference of Roman Catholic bishops of Zambia warns about “inequalities 
in Zambian society". Called "Christian Liberation, Justice, and Development", 
it refers to "an acute disparity in our levels of income and opportunities" 
because of the "socio-economic structure of our society". [EPS] 


Ethiopia: ecumenical relief effort arranged EPS 88.01.16 
ADDIS ABABA — Roman Catholic, Oriental Orthodox, and Lutheran representatives 
have intensified a major joint relief effort to assist many of the estimated 
5.2 million drought victims in the country. A key aspect of the effort is an 
airlift of food from ports to major centres in Tigray and Eritrea. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Guidelines for Ecumenical Sharing' EPS 88.01.17 


This is an edited final text of guidelines prepared by the World Consultation 
on Resource Sharing which met in El Escorial (Spain), last 24-31 October [EPS 
87.11.44,52]. 


Out of abundant and outgoing love, God has created the world, and has given it 
to all humanity for faithful use and sharing. As recipients of God's gift of 
life, we are called to see the world through God's eyes, offering it in 
blessing through our own acts of love, sharing and appropriate use. 


But, because of our sin and selfishness, we have misused God's gift. We have 
allowed the interests of a few to diminish the life of many. It has led to the 
rise of unjust structures which perpetuate dependence and poverty for the 
majority of the world's people. This surely is contrary to the purpose of God. 


It is in the midst of this sinful reality that in Jesus Christ God offered 
God's very self for the life of the world. Jesus' self-emptying love on the 
cross leads us to repentance. It becomes the power and pattern of our sharing. 


The presence of the Risen Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit enables us to 
break down barriers and renew structures, preparing for the coming of God's 
Kingdom of justice and peace. 


The new life given by the Holy Spirit in Christ creates us as a new people - 
members of one body, bearing one another's burdens and sharing together in 
God's gift of life for all. 


In the eucharist, we offer to God ourselves and the whole of creation in its 
brokenness, and receive all things back anew. The Eucharist sends us back into 
the world to be Christ's body, broken and shared for the life of the world. 


As the first-fruits of the new humanity, the church is called to stand in 
solidarity with all people, particularly with the poor and the oppressed, and 
to challenge the value systems of this world. 


Having confidence in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, who alone through the 
Holy Spirit enables us to live in obedience to the Divine will, we, the 
participants in the World Consultation on Resource Sharing, coming from 
different regions, commit ourselves to a common discipline of sharing among 
all God's people. In all such sharing we commit ourselves: 


1. To a fundamentally new value system based on justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. It will be a system that recognizes the rich resources 
of human communities, their cultural and spiritual contributions and the 
wealth of nature. It will be radically different from the value system on 
which the present economic and political orders are based and which lies 
behind the current crises like those of nuclear threat and industrial 
pollution. 


2. To a new understanding of sharing in which those who have been 
marginalized by reason of sex, age, economic and political condition, ethnic 
origin and disability, and those who are homeless, refugees, asylum-seekers 
‘and migrants take their place at the centre of all decisions and actions as 
equal partners. 


This means, for example, that churches, councils and networks will establish 
for this purpose ecumenical mechanisms both nationally and regionally, [and] 
equitable representation will be provided for women and youth in 
decision-making structures. [over] 
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3. To identify with the poor and oppressed and their organized movements in 
the struggle for justice and human dignity in church and society. This in turn 
will imply the refusal to participate, either as giver or receiver, in ways of 
sharing that undermine this struggle. 


4. To bear witness to the mission of God by identifying, exposing and 
confronting at all levels the root causes, and the structures of injustice 
which lead to the exploitation of the wealth and people of the third world and 
result in poverty and the destruction of creation. This entails working for a 
new economic and political order. 


This would mean, for example, that the churches of the North and the South 
commit themselves to strengthen and participate in the various anti-nuclear 
movements and to bring pressure upon their governments to stop nuclear testing 
and the dumping of nuclear waste. It will also mean joining with the people in 
their struggle against transnational corporations, militarism and foreign 
intervention and occupation. 


5. To enable people to organize themselves and realize their potential and 
power as individuals and communities, working towards the kind of 
self-reliance and self-determination which are an essential condition of 
interdependence. 


6. To be open to one another as friends on the basis of common commitment, 
mutual trust, confession and forgiveness, keeping one another informed of all 
plans and programmes and submitting ourselves to mutual accountability and 
correction. This implies, for example, ... mutual accountability and 
participation in decision making between the South and the North. 


7. To represent to one another our needs and problems in relationships where 
there are no absolute donors, or absolute recipients, but all have needs to be 
met and gifts to give, and to work for the structural changes in the 
institutions of the North and the South which this calls for. 


8. To promote through words and deeds the holistic mission of the church in 
obedience to God's liberating will. We are convinced that in responding only 
to certain parts of the mission we distort and disrupt mission as a whole. 


9. To participate in the struggles of people for justice, and thereby 
overcome all barriers between different faiths and ideologies which today 
divide the human family. This means, for example, churches in East and West 
making use of all opportunities to strengthen the process of detente and 
integrating the resources freed by this process for ecumenical sharing. 


10. To resist international mechanisms (such as the International Monetary 
Fund/World Bank) which deprive the people of the South of their resources, 
transferring for example their hard-earned capital, which is more than the aid 
they receive, in payment of foreign debt thereby putting them in a state of 
perpetual dependence - contributing instead to a fundamental and just 
redistribution of the wealth and resources of a country including the wealth 
of its churches. 


ll. To devise ways of shifting the power to set priorities and terms for the 
use of resources to those who are wrongfully denied both the resources and the 
power, such as movements for social justice. This would imply that 
participation of the South in the decision making must not only be on a 
consultative basis as it is practised today. [more] 
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12. To facilitate and encourage mutual involvement among the churches and 
people in the South who have common concerns, for example through the sharing 
of human resources. 


13. To promote and strengthen ecumenical sharing at all levels, national, 
regional and international. 


Ecumenical sharing of resources will take place at all these three levels: 
local, mnational/regional, international/inter-regional. Relations between 
bodies at the three levels of, sharing should be characterized by flexibility, 
complementarity and mutual power sharing. All levels of implementation should 
recognize and work towards the goal of an equitable representation of 50 
percent women and 20 percent youth in all decision-making structures over the 
next five years. 


At the local level, the initiative to obtain resources from national and 
international agencies should, as far as possible, be taken by the local 
community. In situations where local ecumenical groups and churches are not 
working together and where it prevents resource sharing, the process should be 
facilitated through local community action, and every effort made to encourage 
ecumenical co-operation among groups and churches. 


At national and regional levels, where national or regional mechanisms for 
resource sharing do not exist the need to set them up must be seen as a matter 
of urgency. These mechanisms may consist of representatives of churches, 
ecumenical groups and those popular or people's movements which are involved 
in the struggle for justice, peace and full human development. 


These bodies should constantly and critically examine their own composition 
and activities and the power structures inside and outside the church, in 
order to achieve a more just and equitable resource sharing. They should 
invite and facilitate both dialogue and critical assessment through visiting 
teams from the churches or groups with whom they share resources, to enhance 
mutuality and sharing of power. International agencies should take part in the 
activities of these bodies only when invited. 


It is important to educate public opinion in all our countries regarding the 
structural causes of world economic disorder. This can be done in theological 
training centres, for example, with the help of witnesses from among partners 
in sharing. The regional level is where methods for monitoring resource 
sharing can be most effectively established. 


At the international level, international ecumenical resource sharing bodies 
must be based on equal representation of the partners involved. They should 
complement the national/regional and local decision-making bodies, for example 
through round table structures and through the sharing of all relevant 
information, including financial, of projects/programmes among the partners 
involved. 


All Christian World Communions and ecumenical organizations are called on to 
take part in the ecumenical sharing of resources through the WCC and to adhere 
‘to the discipline emerging from this Consultation. 


The WCC is called to a better integration of existing units and sub-units of 
the Council, and as far as possible, to co-ordinate the channelling of its 
resources through existing networks. It is recommended that the WCC set up a 
mechanism to follow up the implementation of the discipline emerging from this 
Consultation. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Report on an Ecumenical Visit to North Korea’ EPS 88.01.18 


A delegation of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches visited the Democratic People's Republic of 
[North] Korea last month in response to an invitation by the Korean Christian 
Federation and the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland. 
The delegation included CCIA Director Ninan Koshy (India), Jaroslav Ondra 
(Czechoslovakia), Elizabeth Salter (UK), Erich Weingartner (Canada) and 
Gerhard Koberlin (FRG). The following is from a CCIA report of the visit. 


... [The delegation went] to learn about developments in the Korean peninsula 
and geopolitical factors, to discuss prospects and problems related to the 
peaceful reunification of Korea, to strengthen relations of the WCC with the 
Christian community in the DPRK in general and with the Korean Christian 
Federation in particular and to discuss the role of the churches abroad and 
that of the WCC in support of efforts for peaceful reunification of Korea. 


The first visit to the DPRK by a WCC team was in November 1985 [EPS 85.11.22; 
nae53). This was followed by a historic meeting between representatives of 
the Christian community in DPRK and those of the churches in the Republic of 
Korea [South Korea], for the first time since the division of Korea [EPS 
86.10.03]. 


The delegation ... reported that "there appears to be greater openness on the 
part of North Korea for relations with people and countries outside a genuine 
desire for peace in the peninsula and willingness to take steps for reduction 
of tensions." The delegation had extensive discussions with high officials 
of the DPRK about several aspects related to reunification. 


"People in the North are keenly watching developments in the South as they 
hope that genuine democratic transformation in the South can lead to reduction 
of tensions and steps for reunification. However, this hope seems to be 
tempered with some skepticism because of the uncertainty regarding events in 
the South", Koshy said. 


During the time of the delegation's visit, a five-point proposal for national 
unity was made by a joint meeting of the Central Committee of the Democratic 
Front for the Reunification of the Fatherland and the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland, in an open letter to political 
parties, groups, and people of the South. ... 


The delegation had several opportunities to learn more about the life of the 
Christian community estimated to be around 10,000 and the work of the Korean 
Christian Federation .... On Sunday, members of the delegation took part in 
the worship in two different house churches in Pyongyang [the DPRK capital]. 
The delegation was impressed by the piety and authenticity of the worship 
which though simple was carefully planned. 


Apparently there has not been much growth in the Christian community over the 
years, but federation officials appeared to be optimistic about increase in 
numbers. From 1972 there is a modest programme of theological education for 
the training of new pastors. One main programme of the federation is 
publications. In the last four years, they have published 10,000 copies of a 
new translation of the Old and New Testaments and of a hymnal. 


The federation expressed desire for greater contacts with churches abroad. ... 
The delegation discussed ... CCIA's plans for the next meeting between 
Christians from North and South ... sometime next year. The possibility of a 


common day of prayer for North and South Korea for peace and reunification is 
being explored. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 88.01.19 


Ecumenical representatives joined thousands of Lutherans here last 31 October, 
anniversary of Martin Luther's posting of the 95 theses, for the installation 
of William H. Lazareth, a New York pastor and former Faith and Order director 
of the World Council of Churches, as the first bishop of the Metropolitan New 
York Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 


Since Lutherans have no large church in New York, they borrowed the Anglican 
Cathedral of St John the Divine. This was a logical choice not only because 
of its size - the world's largest cathedral - and its ecclesiastical ambience 
as a bishop's seat, but also because a limited form of intercommunion has been 
achieved in the US Lutheran-Anglican dialogue. 


Creation of the ELCA, as of 1 January, brings the Lutheran Church in America, 
Lazareth's denomination, together with the American Lutheran Church and the 
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, a small body that broke away 
from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 


But this step forward in Lutheran unity leaves a situation more polarized in 
some respects, with Missouri's 2.6 million members related in only minimal 
ways to the ELCA. The two bodies are not even in communion. 


At the beginning of Lazareth's installation service, a letter from Ronald 
Fink, president of the LCMS Atlantic District (which includes the area of 
Lazareth's synod), was read. He expressed friendly sentiments and regret 
that he was unable to attend. He offered no explanation of his inability, 
but other accounts indicated Missouri's national president, Ralph A. Bohlmann, 
told LCMS district presidents (regional bishops) not to attend such events. 


Headquarters personnel of the Lutheran Church in America here are winding up 
their affairs. Likewise at Lutheran World Ministries, whose role as USA 
National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation goes to the ELCA. Staff 
members who got jobs in the new church are moving to the area of its 
headquarters, Chicago, and others are retiring or hunting work. 


Transition is also underway at New York's Riverside Church, whose senior 
minister, William Sloane Coffin, is leaving to head a national movement for 
nuclear disarmament. Across the street from the church, at the Interchurch 
Center, executives of the Presbyterian Church (USA) face transition, with some 
of them getting positions at the new headquarters in Louisville (Kentucky) and 
others facing adjustment to something new. Out of a desire to remain in New 
York, some have chosen not to apply for a Louisville slot. 


The New York area has the largest concentration of Jews in the world, so 
tensions in Jewish-Christian relations usually get concentrated attention 
here. Jewish relations with the Roman Catholic Church seem to have been 
almost continuously in tension over the past year. 


The troubled year began with Jewish unhappiness over aspects of a visit by 
John Cardinal O'Connor (The Roman Catholic archbishop of New York) to Israel, 
deepened in bitterness during the summer over the audience given by Pope John 
Paul II to Austrian President Kurt Waldheim and moved to new eruptions this 
fall with controversy over Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger's interview comments 
about "fulfilment" of Judaism in Christ. 


But a positive offset came with the participation of some Roman Catholic 
leaders in a Washington rally for Soviet Jewry 6 December, the day Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev arrived for his summit meeting with US President 
Ronald Reagan. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Arnold Jacob Wolf: 'Jewish-—Christian Relations’ EPS 88.01.20 


Wolf is rabbi of K.A.M. Isaiah Israel Congregation, Chicago. This is 
excerpted with permission from the US magazine Christianity and Crisis (28 
September). Wolf comments on statements approved earlier this year by the 
governing bodies of the United Church of Christ and Presbyterian Church (USA) 
[EPS 87.09.109]. 


... Why do the goyim keep examining us while we spend so little time thinking 
about them? Is it because there are so many of them and so few of us? Or 
because Judaism has a role at the centre of Christian theology that is deeply 
problematic at least since the time of Marcion, a role that Christianity has 
not at all in authentic Jewish thinking. I would suggest ... [it is because] 
Christianity is a religion and Judaism is something else. ... 


Jews do not have a theology in the Christian sense; where an occasional Jew 
is preoccupied with Christendom, as for example Franz Rosenzweig was, most of 
us now find that a bit strange. It would be false to assert that Jewish 
thinking ignores the problem of Christianity, but in general polemical 
apologetics was a preoccupation of a century ago. Since then we have enough 
to worry about without thinking about the church very much. 


... [The statements contain] no surprises. They are sorry about the long, 
brutal record of Antisemitism and plead for our forgiveness. (The dead 
cannot forgive and I, for one, am not particularly interested in doing so.) 
They assert that the divine covenant with the Jews is irrevocable. (The 
rabbis, and even the Bible, are not so sure; some sources say it all depends 
on what the Jews do or don't do.) They desiderate closer contact with 
"representatives of the Jewish community" (but we do not have 
"representatives" in the sense of a hierarchical or even a moderately 
well-organized church; we are not a church, period). 


The UCC comes close to forbidding the attempt to convert Jews to Christianity. 
(I myself always took some pride in how badly the church wanted my soul, a lot 
more than the Jews seemed to want it. I have no complaint to register against 
conversionist attempts, always provided that I have the unqualified right and 
opportunity to show Christians that incarnationism and premature messianism 
are very dangerous to the world.) The Presbyterian[s] ... made ... apologies 
--.- and promised to be better boys and girls in the time to come, though ... 
[they did not specify] what practical actions would follow from the new 
"theological understanding of the relationship between Christians and Jews". 


In both cases, there were hostile reactions from Arab Christians and others in 
the Middle East who wanted to make sure that friendship with the Jews would 
not by itself endorse the unqualified right of Israel to do whatever it may 
want to do. This is, perhaps, the rub. Jews in America are highly 
suspicious of Israel these days, worrying (inter alia) about annexationism, 
Orthodox militancy, and political corruption. We have a lot to criticize in 
the governmental, military, and international behaviour of Israel .... But we 
don't particularly like goyim saying what we think only we have a right to 
say. A church that perpetrated colonial missionary imperialism, not to 
mention cowardly collaboration with fascists, has not much right to tell 
democratic, albeit expansionist, Israel what to do or not to do. Or does it? 


... My own reservation about the Christian statements on the Jews ... is that 
they are much too serious and self-important. ... What Jewish and Christian 
relationships need most ... is de-escalation. Real Jews are relatively 
indifferent to Christianity. I recommend to Christians that they think a lot 
less about us, write less, agonize less and, in sum, get about their own 
business of saving Christians from Christianity. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Major Societal Trends in the USA’ EPS 88.01.21 


A longer version of this paper was prepared under the auspices of the North 
American Task Force of the World Council of Churches for a meeting of the WCC 
Staff Executive Group [related item: EPS 87.11.82]. 


Many of us in the WCC think we "know" the USA rather well: We are in 
continuous contact with persons and churches there, we read about the USA 
daily in the press, we "know" the Reagan policies (militarist, anti-poor, 
Iran-contra, etc.). 


Caution: the size and population of the country is vast (about 250 million 
people) so generalizations are usually wrong. Diversity and complexity 
prevail. There are no easy descriptions. Recently, retiring New York Times 
[newspaper] columnist, after 48 years of US journalistic analysis, commented: 
"Things here are seldom as good or as bad as most people think they are." 


Our purpose here [is] to point to some underlying trends in current US society 
that may suggest some clues about the future. These trends, as stated, may be 
disputed; they may be over-generalizations; they may hide from view more 
crucial developments. The US diversity and complexity suggest the wisdom of 
humility in description. 


1. The USA is in many ways a very strong nation (militarily, productively, 
politically) but at the same time it is amazingly weak (it cannot control its 
borders, it is very dependent on foreign energy and metal resources, it is 
subject to many international economic factors beyond its control). From 
being a "First World" nation, it is taking on characteristics of what we have 
long thought described "Third World" nations. One consequence of this is to 
confuse strength with force. 


2. Civil rights, especially of the ethnic minorities, the Native Americans, 
and the poor, are in frank decline. The USA, as seen from the underside of 
the US population, is less a land of hope than of despair, more a land of 
cruel deprivation than of opportunity. Recent administration policies have 
accentuated this trend. The current Reagan nomination of Judge [Robert] Bork 
to the Supreme Court is read by many as an affirmation of this trend. 


3. The US is moving (or has moved) from being an industrial society to being 
an information/service society. Industrial production is weakening, the 
quality of production is second- and third-rate (compared, e.g. to Japan), the 
national and trade deficits are huge, there is a major farm crisis (despite 
high grain production) as the traditional family farm gradually disappears and 
productive land is controlled by conglomerates. 


4. The USA is moving from centralization (internally) to decentralization, at 
least in many areas of its life. Washington still determines overall national 
policies, but state and local realities and initiatives counteract 
Washington. There are still "nations" within the nation. 


5. The social contract between people and government, that goes back to the 
New Deal ... era [of the 1930s], whereby government assumed responsibility for 
the social welfare of people, is breaking down rapidly. The number of persons 
‘in poverty, homeless, hungry, grows steadily, generally ignored by an 
administration which pushes responsibility for public welfare onto the private 
sector and the churches. Congress tries to counteract the administration to 
some degree. A hard fact is that the vast majority of those under the 
"poverty line" are women and children. [over] 
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6. Trust in money and money-making is growing .... [Poll-taker] George Gallup 
says: "At all levels of society we are seeing the corrupting power of money 
and of material success" -— eagerness to be well insured, to gain a "financial 
edge", to judge values by dollars. 


7. Civil and religious structures that long provided security in society are 
eroding, so people seek personal fulfilment, or individual business success, 
or psychological "success" (enjoyment, peace of mind, etc.). Insecurity ... 
produces fear, against which one must attempt to protect oneself. 


8. The US family is in major transition. Under current trends, it is 
predicted that by the year 2000, 48 percent of the children will live in 
one-parent homes. The traditional family (father-mother-children, in one 
household) exists more in people's minds than in reality. This loosens one of 
the fundamental pillars of traditional US society. 


9. Communications dominate US society. Children spend far more hours before 
the tv than in classrooms or with their parents, or both combined. Images ... 
easily replace reality. Basic information is eroded. (Most Americans who 
support Reagan's policies in Nicaragua do not know where Nicaragua is.) ... Iv 
evangelism is not just a religious phenomenon. It is a communication vehicle 
for right-wing political views, for affirmation of individualistic values, for 
escape from hard life decisions. Yet, almost paradoxically, more people in 
the USA are getting higher education, more people travel, more people have the 
opportunity to learn. 


10. Violence - personal, national, and international - is at high levels. But 
is it growing or declining? Hard to say. There is evidence of formerly very 
violent neighbourhoods settling down to greater stability. Most people want 
to eliminate access to handguns, but government resists this. The "violent 
solution" (Grenada, Nicaragua, the Gulf, tv serials, personal ownership of 
weapons, etc.) is always at hand. 


11. [The virus] Aids is a very new and disturbing factor in American life, 
engendering fear, societal division, threats of massive costs, particularly on 
an already stretched national health system. Aids also provides scapegoat 
reactions, focusing on homosexuals, drug addicts, foreigners. Effect on 
financial priorities and overall political process is difficult to assess. 
One guess [is that] the impact will be directly proportional to the impact of 
Aids on heterosexuals. 


12. Can one predict whether the future will be dominated by 1960-style 
liberalism or by 1980-Reaganite conservatism? Hard to say. Determinative 
factors will not be moral values, enlightened or retrograde politics, nor 
international relations, but more likely internal economics. 


13. ... What if there comes a major catastrophe (nuclear disaster, a war that 
destroys US population centers, uncontrollable Aids spread in the mainstream 
population, etc.), something the USA is not used to, and is mentally 
unprepared for? How will it react if catastrophe comes? ... Many predict 
heightened violence, internally and externally. 


14. Are there elements of hope in US society? Yes, many. Gallup speaks of a 
renewed search for depth in spiritual lives and renewed search for 
relationship arising out of loneliness. There is much hope in local community 
initiatives, even in a naive goodness of common people. Major political 
institutions do provide checks on gross power excesses. Some of the "rascals" 
can be thrown out of office, and often are. The press has much freedom. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: ‘Reflections on a Visit to Cuba’ EPS 88.01.22 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. He visited 
Cuba last September at the invitation of the two WCC members there (the 
Methodist and Presbyterian-Reformed Churches), and of the Ecumenical Council 
of Cuba (which also includes Salvation Army, Friends, Baptist, Pentecostal, 
and Anglican jurisdictions in its membership). According to 1980 figures in 
Britannica World Data, about half of Cuba's 10.2 million people are 
"non-religious", and another 6.4 percent "atheist". About 40 percent are 
Christian, almost all Roman Catholic. This is excerpted from a_ longer 
interview about the visit. 


--. This is part of the ongoing programme of visitations that we try to carry 
on from the council and myself as general secretary. So far, in Latin America, 
I have been able to visit Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Peru, Mexico and now 
Cuba. The churches in Cuba organised the programme for us, providing a chance 
to visit with the Roman Catholic archbishops, the nuncio representing the Holy 
See, and also with great numbers of small Protestant churches there, mostly of 
Pentecostal tradition. ... There are 54 different Protestant groups in Cuba 
with about 1100 preaching places, churches, chapels, house churches, and about 
800 pastors. 


The visit also gave us a chance to meet again with Dr Felipe Carneado, the 
responsible person in the structures of the central committee of the communist 
party for religious affairs. You may remember that Dr Carneado visited the 
World Council [in early 1986], so it was a good chance to continue the 
conversation with him. 


We had also the occasion to visit the theological seminary in Matansas, the 
United Theological Seminary of Episopalians [Anglicans], Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Lutherans, etc., and ... we paid a visit both to Santiago de 
Cuba and to the Youth Island, where most of the foreign students in Cuba are 
-.- Studying. 


The visit had several aspects: ... to know the Cuban reality, being exposed to 
hospitals, jails, educational institutions; talking to many people, officials, 
including an interview with the President of the Council of State in Cuba, Dr 
Fidel Castro. Then, of course, the main bulk of it was the encounter with the 
churches, preaching in several places, all a real ... spiritual, joyful 
celebration. 


The churches in Cuba feel very strongly that they belong to the ecumenical 
movement, those who are members of the council [= WCC], of course, but also 
the other churches through the Ecumenical Council [of Cuba] .... hat is 
particularly important for them, and I think it will be of particular 
importance also for the rest of the ecumenical family to be aware of the 
testimony and the life of the churches in Cuba. ... 


One thing that caught our attention was the growing number of young people in 
the churches. ... This involvement of young people is producing a 
fermentation in the life of the churches in terms of evangelistic and service 
activities. ... 


The conversation [with Fidel Castro] took about one-and-a-half hours. We 
talked about the whole question of the religious situation in Cuba and 
relations of the churches with the state, and he emphasised, and we were able 
to confirm, that there is an improvement on the level of trust between the 
churches and the state. [over] 
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The conflict situations ... emerged at the beginning of the revolution when 
there were some serious misunderstandings on both sides. So we listed some of 
the issues that will demand attention in the ... future, and the churches and 
the state are working on those issues. I mentioned before the question of 
pastoral pensions, the question of ... building ... churches, ... and the 
participation of Christians in all sectors of life. 


In general, I would say that the conversation was quite friendly and without 
any apologies, indicating that problems that have persisted and problems that 
could remain, are from the Cuban government perspective, situational .... 
That means there are circumstances due to conflicts in a given moment, but 
they are not substantial, and there is nothing that cannot be improved and 
COrreccea, Ell. tes 


[Did you talk with him about the concrete human rights cases?] Not with him, 
because it was not the moment, but with the related offices, yes. We receive 
information, we give information, and ... we keep in contact. 


The government does not feel threatened from inside, so the concentration is 
more on defence in relation to whatever could happen from outside. We do not 
recieve from the churches any complaints in that area. We took with us some 
of the information given by Amnesty International, etc. ... With President 
Castro ... we went on to discuss matters of international concern where Cuba's 
participation is important and has a role to play - ... peace in Central 
America, in Angola, in Ethiopia, in ... general ... in the world. ... 


[I was last in Cuba] in 1982 .... I got the impression [this time] that the 
proportion of young people in the [church] audiences we met was much higher 
now .... One Pentecostal pastor said to me [that] we baptised 60 young people 
last year in one congregation. Something is going on there. And [in] the 
Roman Catholic church also, you get the impression that they are now working 
positively, and are not too much concerned about the past but looking to the 
future. ... The growing importance of religion in Cuba is recognised by the 
creation last year of a department of sociological studies of religions .... 


[Is there much Marxist-Christian dialogue in Cuba?] As such, no. Christians 
and Marxists are living side by side, co-operating in voluntary work, etc., 
but the issue of Christian-Marxist dialogue, unless I am wrong, is not one 
that is of much concern. ... The communist party is on one side, and 
Christians are not inside the party. 


The party, they say, reacting to the Catholic opposition to the revolution in 
the beginning established [that only] a non-believer could be a member of the 
party. If you have read the book of "Fidel and Religion", he said there that 
that is ... even a mistake, and that the goal of the revolution should be that 
anyone who wants to build a socialist society should be able to be part of the 
DOrcyy cans 


I hope that our visit has contributed to narrowing existing gaps or to 
deepening existing co-operation [between Roman Catholics and other 
Christians]. ... In relation to religious freedom, there is no limitation to 
work with children or young people there. 


--. Also, ... the church has ... youth camps, etc., and there is growth, a 
development of the churches, with Pentecostal churches going on without any 
difficulty, ... There still remains the difficulty of having access to. the 
mass media ... as a church. That is one issue they are willing to dicuss now. 
eee LEPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Religious Freedom in the GDR: A State View' EPS 88.01.23 


This statement was submitted by the GDR (East Germany) in response to the 
1987 resolution of the UN Human Rights Commission, "Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance, and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief [related item: EPS 87.03.61]. 


The German Democratic Republic points to its statement on this subject, 
submitted to the United Nations Secretariat in Geneva on 1 February 1985, in 
which it described in detail the legal provisions in force in the German 
Democratic Republic concerning the assurance of religious freedom and provided 
a body of facts on the practical implementation of the Declaration on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on 
Religion or Belief (that statement was partially reflected in the United 
Nations documents E/CN4/1986/37 of 20 December 1985 and E/CN4/sub2/1987/26 of 
31 August 1986). 


That description of the general constitutional and other legal foundations 
relating to the profession of a religion and to relations between the state 
and the churches in the German Democratic Republic continues to be valid. 


Since that time, co-operation between the GDR government and the churches and 
religious communities in the country has widened, with an increasing 
involvement of the churches in the efforts for the solution of global problems 
and for the advance of domestic social development. 


Regular meetings between the chairmen of local assemblies and bishops of the 
Evangelical [United and Lutheran] provincial churches and other church leaders 
have continued on the tried-and-tested pattern. The GDR mass media have 
continuously reported on those meetings, which saw frank exchanges of views on 
international events, the GDR's policies, and local developments in the 
territorial areas concerned. 


The broad range of church activities undertaken in the GDR since the last 
report in 1985 have clearly shown that the work for peace enjoys the highest 
priority. This was reflected in the annual "peace decades" of the 
Evangelical churches and in the periodic conferences of the Evangelical- 
Methodist Church of the GDR, which adopted a document on peace at its 
conference in May this year. 


This document, "Word of Peace of the Annual Conference", which was addressed 
to its approximately 300 [GDR Methodist] communities noted: "In putting 
forward their proposals, responsible politicians took a decisive step to solve 
the nuclear crisis that is threatening us. 


"As a community of Jesus Christ, we are called upon to act and to speak out so 
that the historic chance of halting the arms drive and bringing about a more 
just and peaceful world will not be missed." 


On the occasion of the 750th anniversary of Berlin, the Evangelical Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg organized a festive programme of its own. The highlight 
of these activities was an Evangelical Congress held 24-28 June 1987, which 
was marked by a constructive exchange of views on issues of vital concern to 
mankind. 


The high-ranking church dignitaries from abroad who were present had an 
opportunity to see for themselves the manifold possibilities for church 
activities in the GDR and the open and trustful relationship between the state 
and the churches. [over] 


gdr/2 


At a forum held in Berlin's Immanuel Church, the attending bishops from the 
GDR and abroad underlined the responsibility which Christians and churches 
bear for peace, justice and the preservation of life and pleaded in favour of 
the greatest possible contribution to the world-wide struggle for mankind's 
survival. Examples of active co-operation in the affairs of society, which 
highlighted the diverse possibilities for believers to share in social 
responsibility, were discussed in the various sessions. 


This aspect also played an important role at the Meeting of Catholics held in 
Dresden in July 1987 as the central gathering of the entire Catholic Church in 
the GDR. At a worship ceremony during the meeting Cardinal Meisner 
characterized the position of the Catholic church as follows: "We are not 
supposed, and do not want, to be onlookers in the history of the word of God 
in our country, but participants. Here, chances are open to us all." 


Because of the assistance for the meeting provided by the state, participants 
felt, as Cardinal Meisner noted thankfully during a reception for state 
officials, that Catholics are being accepted as "citizens enjoying equal 
rights and equal respect". The wide-ranging and sympathetic coverage of the 
Evangelical Congress as well as the Meeting of Catholics by GDR mass media 
showed the great attention which state and society attached to these 
ecclesiastical highlights. 


Jewish believers, too, have all rights and freedom in the GDR to profess their 


religion. The eight Jewish communities are assisted by the state, for 
instance in the construction or reconstruction of synagogues and in the 
restoration of large traditional Jewish cemeteries. A new rabbi for the 


Jewish communities in the GDR assumed his functions on 22 September 1987. 
State allocations are provided for the cultural and social institutions of 
these communities. 


Church charity activities, which are encouraged by the state and are highly 
appreciated, have become an important field of participation in social welfare 
activities in the GDR. From 1 January 1986 to 30 April 1987, 31 building 
projects of the churches were accomplished. Twenty percent of the central 
State budget earmarked for the preservation of historical landmarks are 
annually allocated for the restoration of ecclesiastical buildings. New 
churches and religious centres built in new housing estates, too, stand as 
evidence that the churches and their believers have a future in the GDR's 
socialist society. 


In recent years the churches have constantly expanded their international 
contacts and activities as part and parcel of their ecumenical conception. 
Visits and travels of church dignitaries serve to expand international 
contacts to ever more countries. Presently, there exist church-—to-church 
relations with about 80 countries on all continents, covering in particular 
various welfare events, practical co-operation and assistance between churches 
on a bilateral basis and a broad range of exchanges on purely church 
matters. The churches of the GDR increasingly play host to international 
ecumenical meetings. 


The GDR's experiences in implementing the Declaration on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief 
Suggest that confidence-building by way of constructive dialogue is one of the 
most important prerequisites for the implementation of this instrument. This 
principle has gained momentum both in developing the domestic relationship 
between the state and the churches, and at the international level. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/02) 


Special thanks to WCC colleagues T.K. Thomas, Marlin VanElderen, and Monique 
McClellan who made it possible to include some of the late-breaking news in 
the first three issues of EPS in 1988. 


WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has reprinted the 1973 Memoirs 
of W.A. Visser 't Hooft (29.50 Swiss francs or 19.80 US dollars, or 11.90 UK 
pounds). 


The conference statement of the International Consultation on Racism and 
Racial Justice, Challenge to the Churches - Toward a Racially Just World is 
available on request from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (PCR), Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Everett Metzler, of Nan Tong Teachers College, Nan Tong, Jiangsu, China, sends 
the following comment about EPS 87.10.25: "From 1957 to 1969 we used a 
complete Vietnamese-language Bible while serving in that country, and still 
have it in our possession, published, I believe, by the United Bible 
Societies. ... Perhaps a correction of the above-mentioned news item would be 
in order to honour those earlier translators of the Scriptures who worked hard 
under great limitations to produce that earlier version." [The EPS item 
referred to "what is said to be the first Vietnamese translation". It was 
"said to be" such by the organizers/promoters of the project.] 


St Mark's Publications of St Macarius Monastery in Egypt announces its new 
Magazine, "St Mark's English Quarterly". It costs 15 US dollars a year. 
Subscription orders can be sent to St Mark's Publications, Box 7141, Ventura 
CA 93006 USA. The monastery address is Box 2780, Cairo. 


A 1988 WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


Long-time EPS subscriber Ronald Cheffings (25 Barrow Lane, Hessle, North 
Humberside HU13 OPJ) has a large quantity of back issues of EPS that he 
offers to a library or other institution or person who could make good use of 
them. 


The Reformed Ecumenical Synod advises that its new address is 2071 Eastern 
Ave SE (201), Grand Rapids MI 49507-3234 USA. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 27 January. The 
next is scheduled for 2 February. 


The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 10 February, 16 February, 22 February, 
and subsequent Mondays. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF Ecumenical Press 
MISSIONARY MEETING IN INDIA Service 88.02.01 


TAMBARAM (Tamilnadu/India) - A call to affirm the uniqueness of events in the 
Christian gospel, and another to face up to the ‘radical plurality' of the 
modern world, marked fiftieth anniversary celebrations (here, 23/25 January) 
of the third International Missionary Conference, which brought nearly 500 
people from 70 nations to the campus of Madras Christian College, here, for 
more than two weeks, in December 1938. 


Preacher at a two-hour thanksgiving service, which included Indian dance and 
Western and Indian music and songs, was Lesslie Newbigin, long-time missionary 
and bishop in South India, head of the International Missionary Council when 
it merged with the World Council of Churches at the WCC Third Assembly, in New 
Delhi in 1961, and now an inner city parish minister in the United Reformed 
church in his native England. 


Newbigin suggested four reasons to remember the Tambaram conference, 
particularly the stress there on the “integrity of the Christian message", and 
its "sovereign freedom" so as to combat the "disastrous syncretism" (mixing) 
of Christianity and Western culture. 


Newbigin said Tambaram was "turning point" on a road away from European 
National churches as "domestic chaplains" to become instead prophets and 
missionaries in their own contexts. Tambaram, he said, also helped assure 
the principle that the goal of Christian mission is not to establish "outposts 
of Western Christianity scattered throughout the world". 


Calling it "intolerable arrogance" to claim uniqueness for a vision or 
doctrine, Newbigin nonetheless said the Christian claim about the uniqueness 
of the events of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection is to be affirmed and 
not reduced to an item in a "syllabus for (a survey of) world religions". 


Newbigin recalled Tambaram as a major symbol of a new "new Christendom" 
emerging in parts of the world outside the "old Christendom" of Europe. He 
also noted Tambaram's stress on mission as central to the life of the church, 
and the churchliness as a necessary hallmark of mission activity, and its 
attention to theological education for mission, neither of which was as 
commonplace in principle then as each is now. 


In his anniversary inaugural address, Stanley Samartha, visiting professor at 
the United Theological College in Bangalore (India), first director of the WCC 
sub-unit on dialogue with people of living faiths, and a presbyter of the 
(United) Church of South India, described "radical plurality" as "the 
hallmark" of the post-Tambaram era. 


Affirming a legitimate place for "mission and conversion", Samartha said 
Christians are not to give up their convictions about the Gospel, and 
obligations they feel to share it. However, he called for mission which is 
neither a one-way street, nor on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 


He urged acceptance with "critical appreciation" of the existence of different 
religions. "No mission", he said, "can desire the death of one dialogue 


partner." 


Samartha said a sense of the "mystery" surrounding ultimate questions rules 
out "certainty without humility" about them. He urged Christians to learn 
how to be positive about their faith without being negative about the faiths 


of others. [EPS] 


IMPACT OF WORLD MISSIONARY Ecumenical Press 


MEETING IN INDIA ASSESSED Service 88.02.02 
TAMBARAM (Tamilnadu/India) - Legacies of the December 1938 International 


Missionary Conference were explored during a series of lectures making the 
fiftieth anniversary celebrations of (that) conference, at Madras Christian 
College (here, 23-25 January [EPS 88.02.01), site of the 1938 meeting. 


Veteran Indian theologian and ecumenist M. M. Thomas warned against an 
unhealthy "fear of syncretism". Not all mingling of religious and cultural 
elements need be "negative", he suggested. Rather, he said, Christians can 
affirm some syncretism as "creative", and have done so throughout Christian 
history. 


In order for Christianity to become authentically Asian, Thomas said the 
church in Asia must get over its fear "risking heresies". Citing the history 
of the church in its early centuries, Thomas said such risks are necessary for 
good and creative theology to emerge. 


In her lecture, Diana Eck, professor of Comparative Religion and India Studies 
at Harvard University (USA), and moderator of the dialogue working group of 
the World Council of Churches, said Christians must not confine themselves to 
the revelation they have received and their own spiritual experience if they 
want to know if, how, and where God is at work in other religions. Rather, 
she said, they must ask followers of other faiths what has been revealed to 
them, and what they have experienced, and then take seriously the responses 
given. 


As a Christian, Eck said, she can bear witness to her experience of the 
revelation of God in Jesus Christ, "but I cannot say what God has not done" in 
other religions. "It is the mission of the church", she observed, “to be in 
dialogue." 


Eck called dialogue and fundamentalism, in all religions, the two contrasting 
contemporary approaches to religion, with the latter insisting that "truth is 
ours", Affirming the legitimacy of conversions from one religion to another, 
she said conversion is something for God, rather than human beings, to 
effect. She also observed that God reveals God, not theology or doctrines. 


In his lecture, Carl Fredrik Hallencreutz, professor of Missiology and Third- 
World Theology at Uppsala University, said Tambaram, as well as other major 
ecumenical meetings in this century, reflect "phases in the continuing 
transformation of Christianity during this century from having been primarily 
the religion of the West to becoming increasingly anew a third-world religion 
within a more apparently multi-religious and interdependent world community." 


The anniversary celebrations were organized by the college, with WCC 
support. One sign of ecumenical changes since the 1938 meeting was that the 
events were officially opened by G. Casimir, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Madras and Mylapore. There were no Roman Catholic delegates at the 1938 
meeting. Nor, as Eastern Orthodox Bishop Anastasios (Yannoulatos), moderator 
of the WCC commission on world mission and evangelism, observed here, were 
Orthodox contributions part of the 1938 Tambaram debate. [EPS] 


CHALLENGE TO CHURCHES: Ecumenical Press 
BREAK SILENCE ON RACISM Service 88.02.03 


LOS ANGELES (Monique McClellan) - Racism is on the increase throughout United 
States society, including in the churches and at the highest level of 
government. That was the conclusion of an international 175-member 
consultation on racism and racial justice in the United States, held here 
(17-21 January, 1988). 


Convened by the five US commissioners of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 
of the World Council of Churches, the consultation was held in conjunction 
with the first meeting of the 20-member PCR commission in the United States. 
The goal was to establish a dialogue on racism among ethnic groups in the US 
and with people who suffer under racism from around the globe. US participants 
in the ecumenical gathering included Christians from Indian, Asian/Pacific 
Islander, Black, Hispanic and white communities, meeting together for the 
first time as church representatives. International participants came from 
five continents. Christian communions were called to confess their guilt in 
maintaining institutional racism in their own structures and in society. 


With a final statement "Challenge to the churches - towards a racially just 
world” the consultation issued a strong call to churches in the US and to the 
member communions of the World Council of Churches "to begin a new and 
deliberate journey towards racial justice in the United States and throughout 
the world." The statement deplored that in the US gains of the past decade 
towards racial justice are being eroded, that racially motivated violence 
against all racial ethnic groups is rising rapidly, and that treaties with 
American Indian nations are broken, disregarded and illegally altered. Among 
25 points listed in the document are also noted the "English as official 
language" campaign, unfair immigration legislation, racist bumper stickers, 
the low percentage of African-American students in colleges, and _ the 
disproportionate high unemployment rate in some of the ethnic communities. 


The consultation issued a covenant committing participants to break the 
silence which has kept many church communions in the United States from 
speaking out and acting against racism. It charges the church communions of 
the United States to "use their influence to eliminate racism and to devote 
major resources to this urgent task. We ... will risk our own security in 
these very churches and ecumenical bodies. ... to keep silent at such a time 
as this is to invite despair and death for the People of God." US church 
communions were charged to increase their financial contributions to the PCR 
Special Fund to at least 150,000 US dollars in 1988, up from 2,000 US dollars 
in 1986. On behalf of the United Church of Christ its national president Avery 
Post committed 15,000 US dollars on the spot as an incentive for other church 
bodies. 


Moderator of the consultation and US PCR commissioner Yvonne Delk in a closing 
news conference (22 January 1988) called this a "powerful, significant and 
historic conference...meeting at a time when overt acts of racism are not only 
manifested in terms of black and white, but when the other racial and ethnic 
communities are affected as well. In 1988 there is a resurgence of racism, 
suddenly it seems to be permitted to be openly hostile." She said that church 
leaders were called to the consultation to raise the question "where is the 
moral leadership coming from to combat racism and to oppose the insurgency." 


Acting PCR director James Mutambirwa said that the commissioners were deeply 
moved by testimonies heard at the consultation, and "struck by the 
similarities of struggles here in this country with those experienced around 
the world." He said that in their work PCR staff see so much suffering, pain 
and death causing them to lose courage, but "this experience was an energizer, 
telling us that there are people here who are determined to fight oppression, 
and who are confident of victory." [EPS] 


WCC RACISM CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
HONORS MARTIN LUTHER KING Service 88.02.04 


LOS ANGELES (Monique McClellan) — Martin Luther King died nearly 20 years ago, 
but "there never was a time when we have needed more his memory and 
inspiration - we need him now!" said WCC Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 
commissioner Paul Boateng, Jr. The British Member of Parliament and lawyer 
was in town to attend the WCC consultation on racism and racial justice [EPS 
88.02.03]. He was the keynote speaker at the King week festival organized here 
by two local black organizations during the third national holiday (18 January 
1988) celebrating Martin Luther King's birthday. King was assassinated in 
Memphis, Tennessee 4 April, 1968. 


Speaking before 1800 invited guests Boateng reminded his mainly black audience 
that the struggle against racism is not something peripheral, not a bit of 
social work done on the side: "It is central to our faith, living out the 
gospel of love. It's not just a sentiment, but a strategy. It is more than 
flinging a coin at a beggar, rather an understanding that the edifice 
producing beggars needs restructuring. That's part of King's unfinished 
agenda." 


Boateng emphasized the need to understand economic and military structures, 
and why exploitation has become a way of life. Speaking also about the US 
administration's position towards South Africa, he said that to act for 
justice means to "legislate for economic sanctions, because they are the last 


non-violent hope for change in South Africa." He noted that the nature of 
peace as taught by Martin Luther King is "not merely an absence of tension, 
but it lies in the presence of justice." During the evening, Boateng was 


awarded the Martin Luther King International Award for his outstanding 
commitment to human rights. 


Also here was South African Allan Boesak, to preach the opening sermon at 
Wilshire Christian Church for the WCC racism consultation [17 January 1988]. 
Boesak is president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and patron of 
the United Democratic Front in South Africa, the leading anti-apartheid 
coalition. He recalled Martin Luther King as one who “understood in the midst 
of an amazing darkness in American history what God was saying to him about 
racial equality and about discrimination, about violence and non-violence, who 
Saw when others did not see a thing. A man who had a dream and who lived that 
dream and fought for it and marched for it, and went to jail. And ultimately, 
when we finally thought we were beginning to understand, he was murdered." 
Boesak said that although King was killed in the midst of his life this does 
not mean that his dream is dead. "Because in a sense it was not his dream, 
it's God's dream he was dreaming, it was God's voice he was using." 


Boesak reminded the PCR commission to remember Martin Luther King in their 
deliberations: "You come here with idealism and say we will do something in 
the United States, because there was somebody who guided us with a dream, and 
we have that dream. People in the US now have to look back and say: [on racial 
issues] we are further behind than we were 20 years ago. People now are worse 
off than they were 20 years ago. And they are pessimistic about the future." 


He noted that churches seem less courageous now than they were in the sixties. 
"Churches are scared, and leaders do not want to speak out about racism 
because the rich members of the church have threatened them: if you continue I 
will walk away with my money. We worried about that. We should not. The future 
of the church is not our business, it is God's business. ...and you cannot 
blackmail God." 


Boateng and Boesak spoke against the background of 43 out of 50 states 
participating in the King holiday. President Reagan opposed the establishment 
of the holiday three years ago, but signed it after it was passed by Congress. 
TEPS] 


WCC PROTESTS POLITICAL Ecumenical Press 
ASSASSINATIONS IN HONDURAS Service 88.02.05 


GENEVA - As pressures increase on Nicaragua to implement the Esquipulas II 
peace plan, political killings are continuing in the region. The World Council 
of Churches has expressed its deep concern and repugnance following the 
assassination of two Honduran citizens killed by alleged security agents, for 
the obvious purpose of intimidating human rights workers and eliminating 
embarrassing witnesses who have testified at the trial now taking place at the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights in San José, Costa Rica, concerning 
forced disappearances in Honduras. 


The two victims, Miguel Angel Pavon Salazar and Moises Landaverde, were killed 
at point blank range in San Pedro Sula on 14 January, reportedly by two men in 
civilian clothes who followed them on a motor cycle. M.A. Pavon Salazar, the 
father of four children, was regional representative of the Committee for the 
Defence of Human Rights (CODEH) in San Pedro Sula, in the north west of 
Honduras. He was the first witness at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
to state that "from 1981 to 1984 a policy of forced disappearances was 
systematically applied in Honduras by the state security agencies, with the 
consent of the civilian government." 


Moises Landaverde was the regional president of the College of Secondary 
Education Professors of Honduras (COPEMH) whose members are persistently 
harassed by the military. 


In a message addressed to José Azcona, President of the Republic of Honduras, 
director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches (CCIA), Ninan Koshy, says the WCC "...urges you to 
conduct immediate investigations into the assassinations and to bring to 
justice those responsible." 


In a second message addressed to the Chief Justice of the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights in San José, Costa Rica, Koshy expresses the WCC's "strong 
hope that measures will be taken by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 
to protect the lives of Ramon Custodio Lopez and other witnesses in the 
current trial concerning the four Honduran and Costa Rican citizens who have 
disappeared following detention." 


Custodio Lopez is the president of CODEH and enjoys the full respect of the 
international community and of the world-wide ecumenical family for the way in 
which he has defended human rights in his country, Koshy says. This is the 
second time within a month that the WCC has urgently requested the Honduran 
president to assure the full protection of the rights and physical security of 
Custodio. The first request was issued following the visit of the ecumenical 
delegation to Central America in December. 


In the first case ever tried in Central America by the Inter-American Court on 
Human Rights in which a government has been put on trial, Honduras is being 
accused of maintaining army death squads that cause the "disappearance" of 
civilians suspected of being leftists. 


Honduras has denied the charge. Human rights advocates assert that these 
‘killings are an effort by members of the army death squads to silence their 
critics. According to human rights sources, there were 276 political 


assassinations in 1986 and 1987. [EPS] 


GROUP MONITORING DECADE OF Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH SOLIDARITY WITH WOMEN Service 88.02.06 


MAHABALIPURAM (Tamilnadu/India) - A monitoring group for the Ecumenical Decade 
of Churches in Solidarity with Women met for the first time (here, 20-23 
January) to review the launch of the decade, in the weeks after Easter, and 
other aspects of the 10-year effort. 


The decade was endorsed by the central committee of the World Council of 
Churches in January 1987. The monitoring group was established by the WCC 
working group on women in church and society. 


Eight of the 11 women on the monitoring group attended at least part of its 
meeting. Members come from Africa, Eastern and Western Europe, Latin 
America, Northern and Southern Asia, the Caribbean, the Pacific, Canada, and 
the United States. 


The group prepared a message to launch the decade, with the refrain "who will 
roll away the stone?". That question was asked by women approaching Jesus' 
tomb on the first Easter morning. In the context of the message, it refers 
to obstacles to women's full participation in church life. 


Also, the group reviewed a proposal for an ecumenical decade fund, to be sent 
to the WCC executive committee for its consideration next month. The fund, 
projected for 75,000 US dollars per year, would aid local and regional 
workshops and other initiatives for "conscientisation on issues", production 
of local materials on decade issues, translations of decade materials, 
“women's organising and networking activities", and "exchange/exposure 
programmes" to build south-south and "inter-regional solidarity" among women. 


The ecumenical decade comes on the heels of the UN decade for women, which 
ended in 1985. The group considered how best to use UN materials and results 
relevant to church’ concerns, including some of the UN decade's 
"forward-looking strategies for the advancement of women by the year 2000". 


It was also suggested that the member church bodies of the WCC be asked to 
identify ways in which their current structures and practices block full 
participation of women in the life of the church, and to make appropriate 
changes. 


The group also saw the decade as a time to identify and challenge theological 
and other thought patterns in the church which marginalise or devalue women. 
Group member Aruna Gnanadason, executive secretary of the All India Council of 
Christian Women (part of the National Council of Churches in India), spoke of 
the need to “impact the theology" of the church during the decade. 


She and others said that even more important than increasing numbers of women 
in decision-making positions in the church is to get at underlying assumptions 
which have resulted in so few women in such posts. 


WCC deputy general secretary Mercy Oduyoye, one of the WCC staff members at 
the meeting, said she hopes that by 1998 it will be possible for Christian 
women in general to speak of the church not as "they" but as "we", with women 
and men sharing fully in all parts of its life and work. 


The group suggested the addition of a man or two to its number. 


The formal launch of the decade at WCC headquarters in Geneva is projected for 
18 April. [EPS] 


KENYA: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
DEVELOPMENTS NOTED Service 88.02.07 


[This item is based on reporting by Charles Maingi and Joseph Ngala.] 


MOMBASA - Henry Cheboiwo, an assistant government health minister, gave 
assurances that the government will not take over church-related hospitals, 
but will continue to help them. He was speaking at a church-hospital 
fund-raising meeting near here. 


Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi has suggested religious education might be 
made compulsory in Kenyan schools. Speaking at Sunday worship in a high 
school in Kabarak, Moi said that "if we decide that matters pertaining to God" 
are “optional” in the school curriculum, "then we are lost". 


The 18th World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea, a Roman Catholic 
organization of seafarers, chaplains, and pastoral workers concerned with the 
"spiritual welfare of those who travel, in particular those who use the sea", 
met here in November. [EPS] 


GHANA: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
DEVELOPMENTS NOTED Service 88.02.08 


[This item is based on recent reporting by G.W.K. Owusu.] 


ACCRA — Moderator D.A. Koranteng of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has urged 
the government to lift what he describes as unfair tax burdens on various 
parts of the church. He says some forms and levels of taxation do not 
recognize "the church's unalloyed contribution towards national development". 


Walter Blege, government under secretary for education and culture, has warned 
religious leaders not to take advantage of their positions to dupe their 
fellow citizens, or to use their pulpits to attack the government. Another 
government official, P.V. Obeng, speaking to a national Presbyterian synod, 
called for church-state dialogue to find solutions to national problems. 


Students at Presbyterian institutions are to be offered courses in Islamic 
studies according to a proposal from a Presbyterian synod committee. 
Presbyterian Synod Clerk E.S. Mate Kodjo said the committee is reacting to 
what he describes as an onslaught of Islam in the country. 


A conference organized by the Christian Council of Ghana and World Vision 
International attracted about 500 clergy and other church workers from a 
broad ecumenical spectrum. 


In an opening address, Jerry Rawlings, chairman of the ruling Provisional 
National Defence Council, urged church-state co-operation "in harmony and 
unity to build a progressive nation". Citing Romans 13:3, he said the "PNDC 
as rulers of the nation would not be a terror to any good works." He also 
warned against foreign evangelists who encourage people to be escapists, and 
who try to avoid legitimate taxation. He suggested that preachers wage war on 
corruption and other social ills. [EPS] 


MECC appeals for prayers EPS 88.02.09 

LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - The Middle East Council of Churches has appealed to its 
member churches and councils of churches throughout the world, to dedicate 
next Friday, 29 January as a day of fasting, and Sunday, 31 January as a day 
of prayer for peace, affirming the aspirations of the people in the West Bank 


and in the Gaza Strip. [EPS] 


CCA REAFFIRMS Ecumenical Press 
COMMITMENT Service 88.02.10 


HONG KONG (Stephen Webb) - The Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), formerly 
based in Singapore, have categorically denied what they called unfounded 
allegations that they were being manipulated by marxists. Despite some 
tension and uncertainty about the CCA's future following the expulsion of 
staff and seizure of property by the Singapore government, committee members 
were unanimous in their commitment to pursue God's mission in Asia. 


Meeting soon after the expulsion order was served [EPS 88.01.01] in Chiangmai, 
Thailand, (18-23 January) the programme committee of the CCA stated: "We have 
agreed that work must continue if we are to be true to God's mandate and 
maintain the integrity of our faith." 


The committee said they could not accept the judgement of those who said their 
struggle to build a just and peaceful society in Asia had nothing to do with 
the Christian faith. "On the contrary, because we know that every person is 
made in the image of God, we believe it is the mission of the church to 
respond to the needs of the whole person - spiritual, physical, and social - 
to enable every person to exercise his or her full humanity." 


The closure of the CCA's Singapore office has drawn expressions of support for 
the CCA and outrage against the Singapore government's actions from around the 
world. 


Despite the obvious antipathy the government felt for the CCA _ and 
organizations with similar objectives, the dissolution of the CCA in Singapore 
came as a_= shock. The only indication of what was to come was the 
government's refusal to make a decision regarding applications for employment 
passes for new staff. 


The Singapore government is intolerant of political opposition and the fact 
that freedom of expression and association is extremely limited has been 
demonstrated in the past year by the detention of activists, including church 
workers, and by the restriction orders placed on the regional news magazines 
Asiaweek and the Far Eastern Economic Review. 


The government has a monopoly on television. "Seditious tendencies" observed 
in the press are punishable by imprisonment. That the "Economist" rated 
Singapore as one of the most boring cities in the world has been a subject of 
heated debate in Singapore's newspapers. There is little discussion of the 
republic's human rights standings. 


CCA staff have not seen fit to answer the government's particular insinuations 
of guilt by association. Rather, they feel Singapore is undermining its own 
credibility by its current over-reaction to international scrutiny. 


No new central office has yet been found for the CCA. Staff are continuing 
their programmes, working temporarily from home bases or from hotel rooms and 
offices in other regional capitals. All correspondence is being directed to 
two desks in Hong Kong. 


CCA general secretary, Park Sang Jung, said the CCA's expulsion was "a 
challenge to the churches in their commitment to work against injustice and 
the forces of evil and darkness that are a threat to our Asian societies." 
Judging from the response from the ecumenical movement and from democratic 
governments around the world, that challenge will continue to be met. 


A CCA press conference is scheduled later this week. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Recommendations on Awareness Building about Refugees' EPS 88.02.11 


These recommendations are excerpted from the final report of a consultation 
last October in Kenya which discussed ways to "more effectively raise 
awareness of refugee issues in Africa", 


da! Root causes 


The churches should do much more in exposing and addressing the root causes of 
refugees. Whilst the church should continue its task of alleviating the 
sufferings of the refugees (symptoms) it must address itself to the root 
causes so that it helps in eradicating the very conditions which give rise to 
refugees. 


The church is an institution for reconciliation. Jesus came to reconcile man 
with God, and man with his fellow man. So the church should play an 
important role in promoting reconciliation among people so that people should 
solve their problems through negotiation and reconciliation, thus avoiding 
creation of refugees. 


In cases where the situation has already produced refugees, the churches 
should promote reconciliation by urging the governments in countries of origin 
to offer and implement amnesty to returning refugees. 


The workshop identified the following as the major root causes that generate 
refugees in Africa: 


(1) Concentration of power in the hands of a few, and intolerance towards 
views different from those held by the people in power. 


(2) Divisions among our societies - tribal, religions, racial and regional - 
which are exploited by those who profit from encouraging these divisions. 
These include forces both within and external to Africa. 


(3) The fact that our economies are still dominated from outside. The 
extreme exploitation of Africa's resources by foreign interests has 
impoverished the continent and its people. 


Most of the refugees in Africa are from rural-based agricultural or pastoral 
communities who become victims of the serious crises Africa is facing. The 
burdens of these crises are pushed on the impoverished rural communities. 


(4) The destabilising activities of South Africa's apartheid regime in 
southern Africa, and the support opposition elements receive from Western 
countries are a major cause for refugees in that part of the world. At the 
root of it is the desire by foreign powers to control the resources of Africa 
and to determine the destiny of the people of Africa. 


(5) Within Africa the artificial boundaries created during colonialism have 
left unresolved colonial and nationality problems, which have given rise to 
refugees (as in the Horn, for example). 


(6) A major root-cause generating refugees is militarism - the tendency on the 
part of governments to resolve what are essentially political problems by 
resort to the military. 


These the workshop identified as the principal root causes of refugees in 
Africa, and in the light of this, recommended: [over] 
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(1) That the churches go beyond treating the symptoms, and be bold enough to 
expose and discuss the root causes. The churches should first of all educate 
themselves about the root causes of refugee movements. 


(2) That the churches should not automatically take sides with the state in 
political conflicts, but rather see their mission as that of reconciliation. 


(3) That the churches should encourage tolerance of views, and a democratic 
expression of the wishes of all people, including those of different 
nationalities that are within the artificially created boundaries in Africa. 
The church should also recognize the principle of self-determination. 


(4) That the churches should promote those forces in Africa that seek to make 
African economies independent of exploitation by foreign interests. 


(5) That the churches should expose all foreign interests who attempt to 
divide the people of Africa for their own profit. 


(6) That the churches should take a position against militarism - that is, the 
tendency to resolve political differences by military means. 


(7) That the churches and ecumenical bodies include the subject of root causes 
in their awareness building work. 


Die Legal Issues 


We considered the international legal regime for refugees and were concerned 
about the protection problems facing many refugees in Africa. The 
internationally-accepted definitions of refugees, encoded in the 1951 
Convention ... provide a basic foundation for protection of refugees. But, 
some countries have not ratified the conventions, or have ratified only one, 
or have attached reservations to their ratifications. We also note that the 
definition of refugee in the 1969 Convention of the Organization of African 
Unity on refugees is particularly relevant to the African refugee situation. 


While some church leaders are aware of the legal issues affecting refugees and 
some have advocated on behalf of refugees, even when unpopular, church leaders 
are not for the most part knowledgeable about the legal rights of refugees. 
Moreover, we note that there have been instances when the churches have failed 
to act when the legal rights of refugees have been denied and refugees 
forcibly returned. 


However, we feel it is important to urge churches to take positive actions. 
Current church efforts towards refugees have focused primarily on assistance 
and the churches and generally been successful in this area. But there is 
much more that the church can do to promote the legal rights of refugees and 
to address the subject of injustice and human rights generally. 


Specifically, we recommend: 


(1) That churches should set up legal counselling services for refugees. ... 
(2) That churches and ecumenical bodies should urge governments which have not 
yet ratified the international legal instruments ... to do so. ... (3) That 
AACC and national church bodies organize workshops ... to make churches aware 
of legal problems facing refugees. (4) That churches and ecumenical bodies 
reaffirm the central role of the churches in promoting the three durable 
solutions to refugee situations: voluntary repatriation, local integration 
and resettlement in third countries. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Suggestions for Ecumenical Action in the Middle East' EPS 88.02.12 


This summary concludes a background paper prepared by the WCC Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. It was sent at the end of last year by 
WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to WCC members, national councils of 
churches, and regional ecumenical organisations. 


The paper, "The Urgency of an International Conference on the Middle East", 
also includes sections on Palestinian rights, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, the Occupied Territories, the Arab countries, the "major 
powers", the "international consensus", "towards mutual recogniton", other 
conflicts (i.e., Lebanon, Iran-Iraq, Cyprus), and "the churches". 


--- The basic positions of the WCC on the critical issues of the Middle East 
are given in the statement by the VIth Assembly of the WCC. The following 


Suggestions for action are along the lines of these policies taking into 
account recent developments. 


A.ls: Witness of the churches in the region 


The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


—- to support the churches in the Middle East in their efforts to secure the 
continuity of Christian presence, to deepen the spiritual quality of their 
people and to foster church unity as an essential dimension of common witness; 


—- to understand and respect the style, form and tradition of their witness 
within their own cultural context; 


- to assist the churches in the Middle East in their efforts to live in their 
lands in freedom and to participate with other communities in developing their 
nations and their societies; 


—- to support them in their ministry of reconciliation and justice and in 
programmes of humanitarian assistance; 


— to continue to support the Middle East Council of Churches. 
A.II: The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


- to build greater awareness among the churches and the public on the urgency 
of resolving the conflict; 


— to provide information and analysis on new developments; 


— to explain and promote the positions of the UN and the wCC as a basis for 
resolving the conflict; 


— to promote dialogue between the Israeli and Palestinian people and promote 
efforts for their mutual recognition; 


i: to support movements within Israel, which are working for peace and 
reconciliation; 


- to monitor closely developments in the Occupied Territories especially 
regarding human rights; [over] 
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—- to mobilise urgently public opinion and support of governments for an early 
convening of the International Conference on the Middle East bringing together 
representatives of the state of Israel, the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
neighbouring Arab states and members of the UN Security Council. 

A.III: Jerusalem 


The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


—- to increase awareness among the churches and outside about the special 
significance of Jerusalem; 


- to affirm again that the holy shrines should not become mere monuments of 
visitation but should serve as living places of worship integrated and 
responsive to Christian communities who continue to maintain their life and 
roots within the Holy City; 


—- to continue to protest against efforts to change the status and character 
of the city; 


—- to support in all ways a continuing indigenous Christian presence and 
witness in Jerusalem. 


| ap) og Lebanon 
The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


- to build greater awareness on the significance of maintaining Lebanon as a 
pluralist society and the need to protect its sovereignty and integrity; 


~ to support the efforts of leaders of churches and other religious 
communities for reconciliation; 


- to continue to provide humanitarian assistance especially through the 
Middle East Council of Churches. 


Bells Iran-Iraq war 
The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


- to support the United Nations' efforts for the implementation of the 
Security Council resolution calling for a cease-fire; 


- to pray for the people and the churches in Iran and Iraq. 
Bi Ida Cyprus. The member churches of the WCC are called upon: 


- to bring pressure on their governments to give urgency to the settlement of 
the Cyprus issue; 


- to request the Secretary-General of the UN to make renewed efforts for a 
solution to the Cyrpus problem; 


—- to support efforts to maintain the sanctity, identity and integrity of the 
places of worship in the island. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/03) 


Special thanks to WCC colleagues T.K. Thomas, Marlin VanElderen, and Monique 
McClellan who made it possible to include some of the late-breaking news in 
the first three issues of EPS in 1988. 


WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has reprinted the 1973 Memoirs 
of W.A. Visser 't Hooft (29.50 Swiss francs or 19.80 US dollars, or 11.90 UK 
pounds). 


The conference statement of the International Consultation on Racism and 
Racial Justice, Challenge to the Churches - Toward a Racially Just World is 
available on request from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (PCR), Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Everett Metzler, of Nan Tong Teachers College, Nan Tong, Jiangsu, China, sends 
the following comment about EPS 87.10.25: "From 1957 to 1969 we used a 
complete Vietnamese-language Bible while serving in that country, and still 
have it in our possession, published, I believe, by the United Bible 


Societies. ... Perhaps a correction of the above-mentioned news item would be 
in order to honour those earlier translators of the Scriptures who worked hard 
under great limitations to produce that earlier version." [The EPS item 


referred to “what is said to be the first Vietnamese translation". It was 
"said to be" such by the organizers/promoters of the project.] 


St Mark's Publications of St Macarius Monastery in Egypt announces its new 
magazine, "St Mark's English Quarterly". It costs*i5 US" dollars a yee 
Subscription orders can be sent to St Mark's Publications, Box 7141, Ventura 
CA 93006 USA. The monastery address is Box 2780, Cairo. 


A 1988 WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


Long-time EPS subscriber Ronald Cheffings (25 Barrow Lane, Hessle, North 
Humberside HU13 OPJ) has a large quantity of back issues of EPS that he 
offers to a library or other institution or person who could make good use of 
them. 


The Reformed Ecumenical Synod advises that its new address is 2071 Eastern 
Ave SE (201), Grand Rapids MI 49507-3234 USA. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 2 February. The 
next is scheduled for 11 February. 


The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 10 February, 16 February, 22 February, 
and subsequent Mondays. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


CONSULTATION LOOKS AT GOD'S Ecumenical Press 
MISSION, INTERFAITH DIALOGUE Service 88.02.13 


MAHABALIPURAM (Tamil Nadu/India) - What is God's mission in today's world? 
How and for what purpose should Christians engage in dialogue with people of 
other faiths? How are dialogue and mission related? 


These were three of literally dozens of questions connected with dialogue and 
mission which surfaced at an international consultation (here, 26-29 January) 
called by two parts of the World Council of Churches - its sub-units on World 
Mission and Evangelism, and on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. 


The consultation's task was to raise questions for further discussion and 
clarification, not to issue an agreed statement of its views. In the event, 
most of the questions raised prompted at least some diversity of response 
among the two dozen participants from Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin 


America, North America, and Europe. By the close of the _ meeting, 
participants expressed general agreement on a series of questions clustered 
around seven subjects - "plurality" in the modern world, and its relation to 


or effect on theology, human community, mission, witness, affirmations about 
Jesus Christ, and salvation. 


Among other things, the group's document raises questions about the relation 
of plurality, including religious variety, to God's purposes; effects of such 
plurality on theological methods and contents; the "search for a renewed 
human community" in a pluralistic world; the activity of God outside the 
church; Christian response to the witness of people of other faiths; whether 
and in what way Christians can affirm "The saving work of God" through 
religions other than Christianity; and how Christian affirmations about the 
"unique, decisive, and universally significant" character of the "life and 
work of Christ" are affected by different affirmations about decisiveness, 
universality and uniqueness made in other religious traditions. 


The questions and other material from the consultation are to go to meetings 
later this year of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, and of 
the WCC Dialogue Working Group for further discussion and possible action. 
The consultation is also to feed into the WCC Conference on World Mission and 
Evangelism, in May 1989, and the WCC Seventh Assembly, in early 1991. Some 
consultation participants urged the WCC to give greater and more explicit 
attention at both meetings to the views and perspectives of people of other 
faiths. 


The consultation began with three presentations. Anastasios (Yannoulatos), a 
bishop and university professor in the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece, 
and also active in mission work in Greece and East Africa, said Christian 
affirmations that God is love and that Jesus Christ is truly and fully both 
divine and human, are "unique and radically different from all other events in 
human history" and give a "totally new perspective" about God and human beings. 


Anastasios, who is also CWME moderator, called for dialogue with people of 
other faiths that is marked by "deep respect, sincerity, discernment, an open 
mind, humility, and love", but which does not "minimize difficult issues in 
order to be courteous". Urging "self-criticism and repentance" because of 
-"mistakes" in the history of Christian mission, he said the result should not 
be “elimination of mission for a neutral dialogue", but rather that Christians 
"live their mission in Christ's way". 


In his presentation, Wilfred Cantwell Smith, once a missionary in what is now 
Pakistan, and now retired after a period as director of the Center for the 
Study of World Religions at Harvard University (USA), said he is "not fully at 
ease with the current phase in the ever-developing process of _ the 
understanding either of 'mission' or of 'dialogue'."[over] 
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Smith, an ordained minister of the United Church of Canada, said "a sensitive, 
informed Christian can no longer either morally or intellectually disdain the 
faith of the great religious communities of our planet other than our own; 

can no longer dismiss it ... as not divine; and can no longer countenance 
serious ignorance of it." Too much modern Christian mission, he suggested, 
has lost, or at least diminished, "direct contact" with other religions, while 
concentrating on inter-church activities and educational, medical, and other 


social services. He called it an "impoverishment", even "blasphemous", not 
to take seriously "God's mission to us all through all traditions, all his 
servants everywhere". As for "dialogue", Smith worried that it "emphasizes 


too strongly the idea of a confrontation" between two sides, and that it 
"tends to under-estimate ... differences within ... religious communities". 
Yet, he said, "there is often more affinity between certain Christians and 
certain Muslims, for instance ... than there is among Christians themselves." 


In his presentation, Christopher Duraisingh, a presbyter (ordained minister) 
of the [United] Church of South India, and general secretary of the 
London-based, 28-denomination Council for World Mission, said an awareness of 
the plurality of religions in the world means Christians need to. be 
"dialogical" rather than "deductive" about people of other faiths. That ts, 
it will not do for Christians to relate to such people on the basis of 
preconceptions or unchanging theological assumptions, he said. 


Mission, he said, is not a function for the church to manage. Rather, the 
church is a function of a "centrifugal God" whose mission is not exhausted by 
the church's mission, he _ suggested. Duraisingh called "witness" an 
"essential moment in a dialogical process", but distinguished witness from 
"propaganda". He also said truth to be sought in dialogue is not that of a 
set of propositions. 


With the presentations as a springboard, consultation participants spent 
several hours in plenary and small-group sessions agreeing and disagreeing, 
affirming and rebutting. 


Tariq Mitri, an Eastern Orthodox theologian and sociologist from Lebanon, 
wondered aloud why Christians generally seem more interested in interfaith 
dialogue than do people of other faiths. S. Mark Heim, a Baptist theologian 
from the United States questioned whether it is a "fact" in the usual sense of 
the term that God is revealed through Buddhism. Such a statement, he 
suggested, is really a theological affirmation. 


Lesslie Newbigin, long-time missionary and bishop in India, now ministering in 
an inner-city congregation in Birmingham (England), said what Smith calls 
blasphemy is something he (Newbigin) lives by -— the God-given election of the 
Christian community to witness to what God has done uniquely for the world in 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


Michael Amaladoss, an Indian theologian and Roman Catholic priest who is one 
of the assistants to the leader of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in Rome, 
stressed the importance of encountering a person of faith rather than abstract 
religion in interfaith dialogue - dealing, for example, with a Hindu, rather 
than Hinduism. 


Others raised questions about criteria by which one determines. truth; 
implications of the doctrine of the Trinity and the wide-ranging role and work 
of the Holy Spirit for mission and dialogue; the impact the world's poor, 
most of them not Christian, ought to have on Christian thinking and action; 
and whether "theological neutrality" about people of other faiths is any more 
an acceptable way for Christians to avoid a positive theological evaluation of 
them. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Cesar Jerez: 'The Situation in Nicaragua' EPS 88.02.14 


Jerez is president of the University of Central America, the Jesuit 
university in Managua. This item is excerpted from an interview in the 14 
December issue of the US ecumenical magazine Christianity and Crisis. The 
questions were posed by C&C editor Leon Howell. 


[An editorial in the first edition of La Prensa to come out after the ban was 
lifted said: "In the name of the people of Nicaragua, La Prensa today tells 
the Sandinista Front that Nicaraguans have never wanted and do not want a 
communist-style dictatorship." Does this describe to you what's going on?] 


No, not to me. If you remember what we were saying about the mixed economy, 


the political pluralism, that is not a totalitarian regime. I think 
Nicaragua is trying to have a Nicaraguan revolution, not following any other 
model. Nicaragua is profiting from the experience of other revolutions but 


not trying to have a totalitarian regime. ... 
[Has the church been persecuted? ] 


In my opinion, no. The church has confronted the state several times, and 
the state reacted. But that was a political, not ae religious, 
confrontation. So the state took some political actions against some 
political actions of the church. 


It's quite difficult to say when you have a political and when a religious 
confrontation. In my opinion, the Sandinistas have been quite clear that 
they will not persecute you for religious reasons. Documents about this are 
published and clear. 


But you have the cases of those who have been expelled. We have to examine 
each case and ask ourselves why they have been expelled. In almost every 
case, you will see that a political position was involved. Because the 
charges are not so easy to deal with. 


And that has been the experience of every country in the world; you have to 
learn how to deal with the church, for the churches are rather difficult 
institutions with which to deal. You have to learn. Especially in Latin 
America, or Central America specifically, where you have profoundly religious 
societies. The churches have strong popular support; anytime you challenge 
the church you will have a reaction. 


I would say that the church has been strongly divided - part of the church in 
favour and part of the church against the revolution. So, some of the 
bishops have been against the revolution. They didn't like to see that 
members of the church, sisters or priests, were in favour of the revolution. 


And some of them were asked to leave Nicaragua by their own superiors. In 
the Catholic church there is a way to do such things. You ask the superior 
to send Father or Sister X to another place because she or he has been 
supportive of the Sandinistas or politically involved. 


There have been some mistakes. Some were too enthusiastic, thinking that the 
Nicaraguan Revolution was already the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom is bigger 
than the church. Why try to confine the Kingdom to the Nicaraguan Revolution? 


If, in the Nicaraguan revolution, you have some coincidences with the Kingdom 
of God, you have to support those coincidences, you know? If, for instance, 
you take seriously what the Nicaraguan revolution accomplished in favour of 
the poor, we have to be totally in favour of that. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Anwar Barkat: 'The WCC and Namibia' EPS 88.02.15 


This is excerpted from a presentation to a committee during the recent (42nd) 
session of the UN General Assembly. Barkat is the representative in New York 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches. ; 


one We wish to reiterate our stated position which has condemned the 
stubbornness of colonial South Africa's failure to end its illegal occupation 
of Namibia, and continuing military operations against neighbouring countries 
in open defiance of the United Nations and international public opinion. It 
is our organization's conviction that only peaceful, practical, and just 
resolution of violence in Namibia is to end South African occupation by 
implementing the Security Council Resolution 435 (1978). 


Persecution and torture of many innocent people, including pastors and church 
workers, is continuing unabated. Churches in Namibia have protested against 
widespread arrests of leading church leaders, trade unionists, and Swapo 
members. The offices of the church, student, and labour organizations have 
been searched and attacked. Some of these acts were undertaken under section 
6 of Namibian Terrorism Act, under which people can be detained indefinitely 
without contact with their family or lawyers. Security forces carrying out 
these acts are instruments of the worst kind of colonial domination. Such 
acts of state terrorism against the people of Namibia can only be rectified 
through complete independence for Namibian people. 


South African colonial administration has engaged in a systematic smear 
campaign to disrupt the work of the Christian Council of Namibia (CCN). 
According to its general secretary, the colonial control of South Africa has 
"left a trail of blood and destruction and violation of human rights". 


The churches' efforts to set up an alternative secondary school to provide a 
non-—apartheid education brought unprovoked and brutal intimidation from: South 
African occupation authorities. The police used tear gas and rubber bullets 
to disperse people gathered for worship on the occasion of the opening of that 
school. 


Such acts of violence and brutal repression are too many and have been well 
documented. They all cry for the urgency of putting an end to that reign of 
terror against the people of Namibia who will not accept unrepresentative 
puppet regimes or imposed internal solutions. People want their legitimate 
representatives, the South West African People's Organization (SWAPO), whom 
they accept as "the sole and authentic representative of the Namibian people". 


.-. The World Council of Churches has continually discussed and analysed in 
depth the worsening political, economic, social, and military situation in 
Namibia. People in Namibia are deeply frustrated and angry over the 
continuing occupation and violence of their country and over the helplessness 
of the international community in securing their long overdue independence. 
The international community must take decisive action to reject the delaying 
tactics and stubborn refusal of South Africa to implement the UN Resolution 
CS hon 


It must reject also all attempts to bypass or link Namibian independence to 
issues totally irrelevant and extraneous to Namibian Independence which are 
designed to frustrate and delay the legitimate struggle of the people of 
Namibia. The United Nations must take forceful action for the implementation 
of the Resolution 435. In case of non-compliance by South Africa, then all 
efforts must be directed towards imposition of comprehensive and mandatory 
sanctions under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Paul Jeffrey: ‘Nicaragua Since the Peace Accord’ EPS 88.02.16 


Jeffrey is a US missionary working in Managua. This is excerpted from the 5 
November issue of Lima—based Latinamerica Press. 


A new atmosphere has reigned in Nicaragua since the Central American peace 
accord adopted in August. Government enthusiasm for the plan can be gauged 
by several changes in Sandinista officials’ vocabulary. The Sandinista 
leadership has taken to referring to the contras as the alzados (those who 
have taken up arms) or even the primos (the cousins). Also gone from many 
Sandinista speeches are frequent references to the contras as "beasts" or "US 
mercenaries". 


Changes in the language used to refer to members of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy also reflect the new climate here since the peace accord was signed 
in Guatemala City 7 August. President Daniel Ortega now refers to Cardinal 
Miguel Obando y Bravo, president of the National Reconciliation Commission 
(NRC) set up under the provisions of the accord, as "His Eminence". 


And Vice President Sergio Ramirez, the government's representative to the NRC, 
recently spoke of Obando as the "illustrious bishop". This contrasts sharply 
with some previous government references to the conservative prelate. Ortega 
once called him a “salaried agent of the CIA" and Foreign Minister Miguel 
Déscoto dubbed him "an accomplice to the assassination of his people". 


The peace drive is being spearheaded by local and departmental reconciliation 
commissions, also called "peace commissions", set up in the country's war 
zones under NCR vigilance. Usually headed by the local Catholic priest (or 
bishop, in the case of the departmental commissions), the commissions include 
evangelical pastors, representatives of all opposition parties, local business 
leaders, and often family members of the contras. In some commissions, those 
who have laid down their weapons and accepted the government's amnesty are 
playing a significant role. 


So far, a co-operative spirit has reigned amidst the political diversity of 
each commission. Sonia Rodriguez, an activist in the conservative 
Independent Liberal party in Matagalpa and a member of the departmental 
reconciliation commission, praises the government's compliance with the peace 
accord. Although she wants the Sandinistas to move faster in some areas, 
Rodriguez proudly declares that "Nicaragua is the vanguard country in Central 
America when it comes to compliance." 


The commissions have often moved faster than the peace plan stipulates, 
demanding that local governments free prisoners jailed under the state of 
emergency. Commission members are also taking steps to encourage contras to 
accept the amnesty, often visiting families of contra members to encourage 
them to put pressure on their relatives fighting the Sandinistas. 


Some far-right politicians, reportedly encouraged by the US embassy, have 
pressured Obando and other conservatives to withdraw from the reconciliation 
process, arguing that their presence on the commissions adds legitimacy to the 
Sandinistas' claim that they are complying with the accord. 


‘Obando obviously relishes his new role, however, and has met secretly with the 
contra leadership on negotiating ceasefire terms. The cardinal can already 
point to several accomplishments: the return of two expelled churchmen, 
Bishop Pablo Antonio Vega and the Reverend Bismark Carballo, the release of 
scores of jailed contra supporters around the country, and the reopening of La 
Prensa and Radio Catélica. [over] 
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The Nicaraguan bishops' conference issued a controversial statement 17 
September that took several sideswipes at the reconciliation process. The 
statement questioned the make-up of local peace commissions, rejected the 
military draft and called for a total amnesty for prisoners and direct talks 
with the contra leadership. 


The government kept its calm, however, and in a few days the bishops issued a 
clarification, backing down from some of its charges. It appeared that the 
original communiqué failed to express the viewpoint of all the prelates (four 
of Nicaragua's 10 bishops were not present when the message was discussed). 


Managua Auxiliary Bishop Bosco Vivas, who is secretary of the bishops’ 
conference and Obando's alternate on the NRC, wrote the document. He 
included some points in the communiqué - such as the section on the military 
draft — that were not discussed at the bishops' meeting. 


His assertion that reconciliation commissions were being controlled by 
Sandinista supporters ignored the fact that conservative Bishop Pedro Vilchez 
of Jinotega was named president of a departmental reconciliation commission. 
Vivas, who is often more of an ideological hardliner than Obando, was 
embarrassed and forced to publicly "clarify" the conference's position. 


Contra leaders in the US have also questioned Sandinista compliance with the 
accords. They have labelled government-declared ceasefire zones a "trap", 
and have stepped up military operations in several areas. As a result, some 
of the heaviest fighting in six years broke out in mid-October in the 
Chontales area, east of Managua. 


Contra radio stations in Honduras and El Salvador broadcast repeated threats 
against reconciliation commission workers. Several local peace commission 
members were kidnapped in mid-October near Wasala, including a Catholic priest 
and evangelical pastor. 


By declaring several cease-fire zones, the government has sought to create a 
situation where local reconciliation commissions can open up dialogue with 
local contra commanders. By encouraging the latter to give up the fight and 
accept amnesty, the government is seeking to undercut the contra leadership in 
Tegucigalpa and Miami. And despite tremendous pressure ... conversations 
have begun to occur in several areas. Hundreds of contras, discouraged by 
what many see as a Strategic defeat, have turned themselves in. 


Church leaders are playing key roles in these discussions. In the 
predominantly evangelical area around Nueva Guinea, local evangelical church 
leaders are engaging in informal discussions with the contras. Practising 
“shuttle diplomacy" between Managua and Miami, Moravian church leaders have 
successfully negotiated the return of Misurasata leader Brooklyn Rivera. 


Church workers have also contributed to progress towards autonomy for the 
Atlantic Coast region. More than three-fourths of Miskito refugees displaced 
from their communities along the Coco River have returned home, and more are 
arriving every day. The early October opening of a reception centre at 
Leimus has facilitated the Miskitos' easy return. 


But several key issues must be resolved before peace can come to Nicaragua. 
The problem of amnesty for former National Guard members still imprisoned by 
the Sandinistas has evoked deep emotion. Mothers of children killed by the 
guards or by contras have spoken out repeatedly against a total amnesty. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/'A Thousand Years Since Vladimir's Baptism (I)' EPS 87.02.17 


Next year, Christians in the Soviet Union and throughout the world will be 
celebrating the thousandth anniversary of the baptism of Grand Prince Vladimir 
of Kiev. The following background information is excerpted from material 
prepared by Michel van Parys and Thaddée Barnas, two monks of the Roman 
Catholic Monastery of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at Chevetogne, Belgium. 


According to an introduction to the Chevetogne text in the Swiss church news 
agency APIC, Vladimir's baptism "marked the symbolic beginning of the spread 
of Christianity in the medieval Slav state of Rus. Three modern nations - 
Russia, the Ukraine and Byelorussia - trace their history to Rus. For Russian, 
Ukrainian, and Byelorussian Christians ... the millennium in 1988 will be an 
occasion to celebrate a thousand years of fidelity to the Christian faith." 


This item was translated from the French by the Language Service of the World 
Council of Churches. 


--- In his chronicle, the monk Nestor of Kiev (second half of the llth 
century) gives an account of the conversion of Grand Prince Vladimir. The 
historian describes how the Grand Prince receives in turn the representatives 
of the religions of the neighbouring peoples. 


One after the other, Muslims, Christians ("Germans from Rome sent by the 
pope") and Jews expound their beliefs and customs, without managing to 
convince the prince. Finally it is the turn of a "Greek philosopher" who 
tells him the holy story from Adam to the Last Judgement. 


After consulting the boyars in his council, Vladimir sends a delegation to 
observe each of the religions at prayer. At Constantinople, the delegation is 
overwhelmed by the beauty of the holy liturgy. Vladimir, who has gone blind in 
the meantime, decides to be baptised in the Orthodox church. He is healed by 
the baptism administered to him by the bishop of Chersonesus in the Crimea and 
he marries Princess Anne, sister of the Emperors Basil and Constantine of 
Constantinople. 


Returning to Kiev, Vladimir orders the whole local population to be baptised 
in the Dnieper, and commands that Christian worship be introduced in the other 
towns by establishing divine service and inviting the people to receive 
baptism. 


This is a legendary account, but it has some basis in historical fact. It 
highlights certain elements still cherished by Vladimir's spiritual heirs: the 
deliberate choice of the Greek Orthodox form of Christianity, emphasis on 
prayer and on the beauty of the liturgy. As to the traditional dates of these 
events, modern historians are agreed in considering them as approximate and 
symbolic. Moreover, serious studies refute the hypothesis that Christianity 
came to Russia from the West. This view is regarded as particularly offensive 
by the Russians .... 


The state of Kiev prospered greatly during the 150 years that followed the 
baptism of Vladimir, but before long, internal dissension began to undermine 
the unity of the state of Rus; in 1240 the city of Kiev was taken by the 
‘Tatars. The political, cultural and religious centre of gravity shifted 
towards regions which had until then been peripheral. 


The metropolitan see was transferred from Kiev to Vladimir and from there to 
Moscow in 1325. The period of Mongol rule was marked by the expansion of the 
monasteries throughout the north of Russia, the most famous being the 
monastery of the Holy Trinity in Zagorsk, founded in 1334. [over] 
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After the fall of Constantinople (1453) and Russia's emancipation from Mongol 
domination (1480), Russia was the only remaining large, independent, Orthodox 
country. Because of this, the Russians felt themselves to be entrusted with 
a special mission. Moscow had become the ‘third Rome' and the Russian state 
had to defend Orthodox under Muslim domination. For the Orthodox Church, 
absolute fidelity to the Christian faith and to Orthodox tradition was a duty. 


The 16th century was a period of expansion and consolidation of the Russian 
state. The church's position likewise became so much stronger that, in 1589, 
it could be elevated to the status of a patriarchate. The latter was, however, 
abolished a century later by Czar Peter the Great and replaced by a chief 
procurator of the Holy Synod appointed by the emperor. During the 18th and 
19th centuries, the church knew a period of expansion and of spiritual 
development. Missionaries established themselves in Siberia and Alaska, as 
well as beyond Russia's political frontiers, in California, Korea, and Japan. 


The [communist] October Revolution of 1917 marked the beginning of the total 
separation of church and state. The office of chief procurator ... was 
abolished. The Orthodox Church held a national synod at which the patriarchate 
was re-established and Metropolitan Tikhon was elected Patriarch of Moscow. 


The revolution, the civil war, the reign of terror which followed in the 
thirties and, finally, World War II, brought tremendous suffering to Russian 
Christians: the vast majority of churches were shut; most of the monasteries 
and all the theological academies, seminaries, and Christian schools were 
closed down; most of the bishops were removed from their dioceses; countless 
Christians - bishops, priests, monks, nuns and lay people - were imprisoned, 
deported or killed. 


Patriarch Tikhon, who died in 1925, exhorted Christians to adopt an attitude 
of loyalty to their homeland and to the Soviet state, but to do so without 
betraying the church and the Orthodox faith. This attitude was very clearly 
demonstrated during World War II, when the Orthodox Church supported the 
struggle against Nazi Germany to the bitter end. 


At the end of the war, the church's’ position emerged considerably 
strengthened. In 1943 it was already possible to organize the election of a 
new patriarch, Sergei, and to renew the hierarchy. Many churches which had 
been open during the occupation remained open for worship. In 1971, the 
present Patriarch, Pimen, was elected at the national synod. 


Mention must also be made of the important part played by Russian emigrés in 
the 20th century in increasing western Christians' awareness of the witness of 
the Russian church. It was Christians from Russia, for instance, who created 
interest in the art and meaning of icon painting and made the rich tradition 
of Russian church music more widely known. Berdyaev's very original work in 
the philosophy of religion and the theological work of Russian emigrés like 
Florovsky, Bulgakov, Lossky, Zander and the late Bishop Basil Krivocheine of 
Brussels made a rich contribution to contemporary Christian thinking. 


... [Today,] the Russian Orthodox Church is the largest religious organization 
in the Soviet Union. With its 57 dioceses, it has about 7000 places of worship 
served by some 6000 priests and 600 deacons. There are 18 monasteries and 
about 1200 monks and nuns. Article 52 of the Constitution of the USSR (1977) 
guarantees citizens freedom of conscience. It defines this freedom as "the 
right to profess or not to profess any religion, and to conduct religious 
worship or atheistic propaganda." The same article also specifies the 
separation of the school and the church. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Church in Ethiopia’ EPS 87.02.18 


This is excerpted from a report by a_ three-person team sent by _ the 
communication departments of the Lutheran World Federation and World Council 
of Churches, and by the World Association for Christian Communication, to 
evaluate communication activities and prospects of the Ethiopian [Oriental] 
Orthodox Church (EOC). 


The team visited Ethiopia for a fortnight last November/December. Its members 
were Modupe Oduyoye, literature secretary of the Christian Council of Nigeria 
and manager of Daystar Press in Ibadan; Philip Padachira, head of the 
ecumenical Cadre of Media, Resources and Action in Bombay; and Peter 
Flemington, executive producer of Vision TV, a Canadian interfaith network. 


..- The EOC operates within a challenging social and religious environment. 
(a) Social 


Prior to the Marxist-Leninist revolution of 1974, the church derived most of 
its income from land which it held (believed to be approximately 1/3 of the 
total land in the country). The government has paid no compensation for the 
land - only buildings are eligible for compensation. 


By and large, it has let the church continue to use the buildings it occupied 
and, as a kind of ‘gentleman's agreement’ pays 4,000,000 birr annually 
(approx. US$ 2 million) to the church - most of which is used for salaries. 
We attempted to discover whether or not this money is guaranteed, but it seems 
that it is not. Should it be withdrawn, the EOC would be hard put to replace 
it, at least in the short term. 


There is some apprehension on the part of potential donors regarding the 
relationship between the EOC and the state, and its possible effect on the 
viability of increased communication activity. We are led to believe that 
such activity will not be the subject of governmental concern if it is kept 
within EOC channels and does not speak adversely of government policy. 


Church and state communicate, basically, on parallel lines: the EOC to its 
26,000,000 adherents (and to the outside ecumenical community), the government 
to the entire population through its controlled media. The EOC wishes to 
equip itself to increase and diversify its media activity but, as one person 
put it, "why should the government care what the people look at if it doesn't 
go against the state?" 


To sum up: we found no substantial apprehension on the part of the EOC (or 
other churches) about government interference in church plans to extend 
internal communication channels. The possibility of broadcasting within the 
country is, of course, remote in the short term - given the power potential of 
airwave use and governmental control. The Radio Voice of the Gospel has been 
Silenced [1977 EPS #8]. Short-wave religious broadcasts from elsewhere on 
the continent and offshore - not favoured by the main churches, or, likely, 
the government - do gain access to those with receivers. The churches feel 
these broadcasts should be countered with indigenous religious programming 
but, again, this seems not to be a reasonable hope in the short term. 


(b) Ecumenical 


Part of our mandate was to assess the possibility of ecumenical co-operation 
in communication within Ethiopia. We looked eagerly for such a glimmer. We 
did find it among some individuals but certainly not at the institutional 


level. [over] 
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To start with, mistrust runs deep. The EOC sees itself as the national, 
original, indigenous and rightful custodian of 'the faith' in Ethiopia. It 
was there first: all others are interlopers and 'newcomers'. Why, it seems 
to ask, should we co-operate when we are the dominant presence? We suspect 
that what we felt in this regard is more complex than it seems. 


The EOC is an '‘island' church, isolated for centuries but enjoying state- 
church status. Until relatively recently it has had little contact with the 
larger religious world outside. On the other hand, its immediate religious 
neighbours - particularly the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 
(EECMY) (with its world Lutheran contact and support) and the Roman Catholics 
(with a similar breadth of support) - seem comfortable in the modern world, 
and more aggressive in their outlook and outreach .... Both the physical 
settings of ... church offices, sound studios, and theological seminaries, and 
the differences in management styles and language facility, speak to this 
phenomenon. 


The EOC is moving, but slowly. It will take time and increased reflection 
before it is entirely comfortable in ecumenical relationships within the 
country. It speaks glowingly of ecumenism in its publications, but the 
practicalities of the home-grown variety seem overwhelming. History, faith, 
order, tradition, insularity - all of these conspire against action in the 
short run. 


We believe that it would be counter-productive to make ecumenical sharing a 
prerequisite for granting funds. This is not to say that it should not be 
sensitively encouraged over time. And it is possible that leading-edge 
persons in all the churches will find practical ways of sharing which 
circumvent institutional inertia. 


(c) Communication 


... In a sense, the EOC is a sharing of symbols: ritual, chanting, singing, 
dancing, art, festivals, manuscripts, and ancient language. And present 
communication activity within the church - as well as new wrinkles to be added 
- is (and is presumed to be) designed to support and preserve this traditional 
symbol system. Should it communicate effectively with this purpose in mind, 
such sharing could be a powerful cohesive element, preparing adherents for a 
launch into social progress from an historical perspective. 


The EOC, however, seems to have an imperfect grasp of the process of 
communication. Its media seem to be valued for their own sake rather than for 
any clear evidence of effectiveness. It is not a question of whether one 
should have magazines, audio cassettes, videocassettes, or other 
audio-visuals, but rather what is the job to be done? And what tools are 
available to accomplish it? First the objectives, then the tools. First 
the planning and the strategizing, then the technology. First the function, 
then the form. There seemed to be no systematic effort to establish 
communication objectives (beyond, for instance, magazine circulation figures) 
or to strategize with regard to the overcoming of specific problems. The 
mere possession of tools does not a communicator make. Neither, necessarily, 
does clergy training. 


There is certainly no lack of potential objectives or of problems to be 
overcome. We believe that the EOC can make good use of video and audio 
technology, and of printed periodicals, but not unless and until they have 
professionally competent persons on staff who can work with department heads 
to perceive opportunities and design appropriate media approaches. and 
processes. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Australian Church Leaders on Bicentennial’ EPS 87.02.19 


The following statement on this year's 200th anniversary celebrations of the 
European presence in Australia was signed by John Gindrod, archbishop of 
Brisbane and primate of the Anglican Church of Australia; Antiochian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Bishop Gabriel Gibran; Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] Bishop 
Aghan Baliozian; Assyrian Church of the East Bishop Mar Meelis Zaia; Edward 
Clancy, archbishop of Sydney and president of the Australian Catholic Bishops' 
Conference. 


Also, Bronwen Meredith, presiding clerk of the Australian Yearly Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends [Quakers]; Neil Gilmore, federal president of 
the Churches of Christ; Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Archbishop Stylianos; L.G. 
Steicke, president of the Lutheran Church of Australia; Romanian [Eastern] 
Orthodox priest Gabriel Popescu. 


Also, L. Roy Lovatt and Donald Campbell, commissioners and territorial 
commanders for the Salvation Army; Ian Tanner, president of the Uniting Church 
in Australia; and D'Arcy Wood, president of the Australian Council of 
Churches. 


The celebration of the bicentenary of white settlement in Australia merits 
careful reflection by all Australians. Two questions in particular demand 
our attention: 


What kind of a nation have we become? 
What kind of a nation do we wish to be? 


We, appointed heads of Christian churches in Australia, have been meeting 
together in the hope that, with the help of God and of one another, we might 
contribute to the answers. We would hope to articulate the aspirations of 
many others in our society. 


At the outset we wish to acknowledge that the Christian churches themselves 
are an illustration of the central problem besetting our nation. 


While claiming to represent the one Church of Jesus Christ, and placing in him 
our hope for a united and peaceful world, we yet meet under different names 
with a history of division and even conflict behind us. 


In true penitence we confess our part in the tragedy of a divided Australia. 
We have therefore committed ourselves in our personal ministries to work and 
pray for the reconciliation of the Christian churches. 


We have identified other aspects of Australian life that call for healing and 
reconciliation: 


(1) Above all Australia needs reconciliation with God. Many have rejected 
God, many give him little access to their lives. 


Without God, individuals experience emptiness, apathy, and disorientation. 


Only God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ can provide the grounds for hope 
and unity and purpose. 


(2) Ugly racism still lurks among us and multi-racial tensions raise their 
head from time to time. 


(3) Family life, which is at the very foundations of our society, has 
experienced a breakdown of alarming proportions. [over] 
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(4) The light of divine revelation must be brought to bear on the achievements 
and the capacities of science and technology. 


Human ingenuity has done much for human beings, and promises much more. But 
history has shown that without divine guidance it can become dangerous and 
destructive. 


(5) The gap between the rich and the poor, between the haves and the 
have-nots, has become steadily wider. 


(6) Isolationist attitudes are still strong in Australia. We are unwilling 
to recognise that we belong in a world neighbourhood, and that our 
responsibilities extend beyond our own shores. 


(7) Of special and urgent concern is the continuing division between 
aboriginal people and the rest of Australian society. 


We have been addressing these serious situations in our community, as also the 
ways of reconciling the conflicts they represent. 


We feel obliged to share with all who will listen both our concern and 
whatever wisdom we can offer. 


It is our shared conviction that ultimately we are dependent upon God the 
Father of all nations for our salvation. 


In our personal capacity as heads of churches we have committed ourselves to 
the following actions, and invite the prayer and support of all people of 
goodwill. 


We have been meeting regularly for two years, the most recent meeting being on 
6 August 1987. 


(1) We intend to go on meeting together in study and worship as a sign of our 
willingness both to seek God's will for our churches and to provide a more 
effective service to the nation and the world. 


(2) In consultation with others we are preparing short papers which explore 
the avenues of reconciliation within our national life. We would hope to 
release them, as completed, to the public with a view to stimulating further 
and wider reflection. The first such paper will be on the reconciliation of 
aboriginal and white Australians. 


(3) We shall meet together in March 1988 for prayer and study of God's Word. 
We hope thereby to become better leaders and servants in our churches and our 
nation. 


The occasion will take the form of a vigil for the nation between 7 p.m. and 
midnight on Monday, 14 March. We invite fellow Australians to be with us in 
spirit and prayer. 


We believe that reconciliation in Australian society is the real challenge of 
this bicentenary. Reconciliation is the central theme of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and it is increasingly urgent that we allow the Gospel to permeate the 
life of our nation. 


We affirm the common hope that God is longing to bless this land and all its 
people with his gift of peace. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/04) 


The report and background papers from last September's meeting of the WCC 
Church and Society Working Group are available (WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). The volume includes reports of core groups on theology of 
nature/theocentric ethic; social ethics; society, technology, and environment; 
and nuclear energy; as well as several papers presented in connection with 
those subjects. 


The statement of the International Consultation on Racism and Racial Justice 
[EPS 88.02.03,04] is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Lenten meditations by Hans-Ruedi Weber are #36 in the WCC Risk book series. 
The Way of the Lamb: Christ in the Apocalypse, costs 7.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 
US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Information about accreditation for journalists for the celebrations being 
organized by the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the 1000th anniversary of 
the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev is available from Tatiana Volgina or V. 
Ovsjannikov at the ROC Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 
Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 or 245 19 13). The main churchwide events are 
scheduled 5-16 June at various locations in the Soviet Union. Diocesan events 
continue 18 June-l10 July. Programme details are to be available from the 
centre from 3 June. Arrangements for transportation and lodging are to be 
made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. Soviet television is 
handling broadcast requests. 


The Reformed Ecumenical Synod advises that its new address is 2071 Eastern 
Ave SE (201), Grand Rapids MI 49507-3234 USA. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 11 February. The 
next is scheduled for 17 February. 


The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 16 February, 22 February, and 
subsequent Mondays. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


CHURCH FEARS MASS Ecumenical Press 
STARVATION IN SUDAN Service 88.02.20 


KHARTOUM (Sudan) (Steve Askin) - Church leaders predict thousands of people 
may die this month in the war-induced famine afflicting the Sudan, a divided 


nation of 25 million people which straddles the boundary between black Africa 
and the Middle East. 


Several million Sudanese are cut off from outside help in the country's civil 
War-ravaged south, Actions by both armies make mass starvation virtually 
inevitable, charge the religious leaders who have emerged as the main voice 
for the southerners, most of whom are Christians or followers of traditional 
religions, in this predominantly Muslim country. 


"A genocide can happen here", warned Roman Catholic Archbishop Paulino Lukudu 
of Juba. "People cannot produce food because they have to be all the time on 
the run", said Sudan Council of Churches official Jukareia Wani. 


Southern Sudan's main towns "are completely surrounded and the people are like 
hostages", added Roman Catholic Bishop Paride Taban of Torit. Taban said 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA) guerrillas, who control most roads and 
rural areas in the south, block food aid to government-held cities and towns. 


The SPLA warned (3 February) that relief planes might be shot down by its 
anti-aircraft guns, because the group can't tell the difference between 
military and civilian supply missions. 


On the government side, "military bigshots are exploiting the situation" and 
profiteering from famine, a church official charged. When convoys move, 
relief supplies are sometimes left out to make room for commercial food 
shipments sold on the black market by army officers, he said. Military men 
also insist on moving weapons along with the food, making aid shipments a 
target for rebel attack. On 5 February, soldiers in Juba seized seven relief 
trucks to use in a military campaign against the SPLA. 


Hardest hit is the town of Malakal, where the last food supplies for 125,000 
people were consumed in mid-January. The dying there began last month, said 
a missionary who came to Khartoum from Malkal by military plane - the only 
source of transport - in late January. 


Church sources say hundreds may have died since then - and thousands will die 
if food is not sent to Malakal at once. Airlifts are, however, unlikely 
because of SPLA threats; barges laden with more than 2000 tons of Malkal—bound 
relief food have been idle in Kosti, a Nile river port 324 miles to the north, 
since before Christmas awaiting military escort. 


Conditions may be equally grave for several million southerners in 
SPLA-controlled rural areas. Their exact numbers remain a mystery because 
nobody knows how many people - estimates range upward from one million - have 
fled to northern Sudan or neighbouring countries. Aid officials who 
investigated the prospects for sending relief supplies into SPLA territory 
said the rebel group appears unable to guarantee safe passage. Up to 90 
percent of the south's hungry people can't be reached said an aid official, 
who declared that "the only way to feed all the population is peace, and peace 
is still very far away." 


At the end of January, with Sudanese government approval, Sudan Council of 
Churches General Secretary Ezekial Kutjok led a delegation to Ethiopia to try 
to negotiate safe passage for relief supplies to southern Sudan with 


Ethiopia-based SPLA officials. [EPS] 


METHODIST, LUTHERAN, ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
REACTION ON PALESTINE SITUATION Service 88.02.21 


GENEVA - Staff members of the World Council of Churches, World Methodist 
Council, and Lutheran World Federation (WCC, WMC, LWF) have reacted to recent 
developments in the Israeli-Occupied Territories. 


In a statement to the UN Human Rights Commission [4 February, EPS 88.02.34], 
Ninan Koshy, director of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, spoke of the “ongoing uprising" and "intensification of repression" 
in the territories. He called the occupation "a gross violation of human 
rights" and supported the "Palestinian people's legitimate rights for a state 
of their own". 


The same day, Director Klaus Poser of the WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, made an emergency appeal for 250,000 US dollars to 
respond to the "worsening humanitarian situation" in the territories. 


That is in addition to approximately three million dollars channelled each 
year through the WCC to the Department on Service to Palestine Refugees of the 
Middle East Council of Churches. Church support for that work comes from 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Federal Germany, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, and United States. 


In a series of letters to media outlets, government leaders, and church 
colleagues, WMC General Secretary Joe Hale drew a parallel between what is 
happening in Israel and South Africa. The Israeli government, he wrote, has 
"robbed Arab citizens of land and human rights". Recalling that hardly a 
voice was lifted 50 years ago over "terrible things" done to Jews in Europe, 
Hale said he "can no longer remain silent when unspeakable things are 
happening today to Palestinian people ... in... Israel." 


In one of his letters, to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Hale said he 
prays daily for peace in Israel, "but I see no hope of its realization until 
there is a willingness on the part of the Israeli government to redress wrongs 
perpetrated now for several decades in the West Bank, Gaza, and East 
Jerusalem. You have sowed seed", he warned, " ... that will grow into hatred 
in the minds and hearts of children who have seen their older brothers and 
sisters shot dead in the streets of Gaza and the West Bank." 


Meanwhile, a three-person staff delegation from the Lutheran World Federation 
visited Israel and the Occupied Territories (5-10 February) to meet Lutheran 
leaders and "to express the concerns of the LWF to leaders of the Israeli 
government". The trio was LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett; Paul Wee, 
LWF assistant general secretary for international affairs and human rights; 
and Brian Neldner, associate director for service programmes in the LWF 
Department of World Service. 


An LWF Executive Committee delegation is to visit later this year. 


Wee said the visit with high-level Israeli government representatives was 
initiatied by the LWF to discuss the situation and bring concerns of LWF 
members for a just and lasting peace in the region. 


Last year, the LWF distributed a staff paper on the Middle East, largely 
authored by Wee [EPS 87.10.68]. It prompted criticism from Israeli government 
representatives and several meetings with them in Geneva. Just before the LWF 
trip, the LWF president, German Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hanselmann, met at 
LWF headquarters here with Israeli Ambassador. Pinhas Eliav. [EPS] 


WCC ANNOUNCES TWO Ecumenical Press 
STAFF APPOINTMENTS Service 88.02.22 


GENEVA - The appointments of the director of its Programme to Combat Racism 
and of the secretary for Europe of its Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, have been announced by the World Council of 
Churches. 


The new PCR director is Parney Pityana, an Anglican priest from South Africa 
who is now a parish vicar in England. The new Europe secretary is Myra Blyth, 
a Scottish Baptist pastor. For the past six years, she has been responsible 
for youth work at the British Council of Churches. 


Pityana, a member of the PCR commission, was president and general secretary 
of the South African Students' Organization in the early 1970s. Following a 
period of detention without trial for him and his wife in the later 1970s, 
they and their two children went into exile. In recommending him, southern 
African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu noted his “initiative as co-founder 
of the black consciousness movement" associated with the late Steve Biko. 


Blyth succeeds Uffe Gjerding, now working with Danchurchaid in Copenhagen. 
Pityana's predecessor, Anwar Barkat, now works in New York on the staff of the 
WCC international affairs commission. [EPS] 


SUDAN: ANGLICANS IN Ecumenical Press 
DISPUTE ON LEADERSHIP Service 88.02.23 


KHARTOUM (Steve Askin) - A year-long dispute over authority has brought the 
[Anglican] Province of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan (ECS) to the brink of 
schism, as each of two bishops acts as the denomination's archbishop. 


The ECS archbishop, who is also bishop of the ECS Juba diocese, serves a 
10-year term. That ended for Elinana Ngalamu in 1986. Over 70, he is also 
beyond the denomination's usual retirement age. 


Benjamin Yugusuk, who has been bishop of the ECS Rumbek diocese, was chosen by 
the ECS governing body as acting archbishop during 1987, and elected to 
succeed Ngalamu in both posts last month. 


Yugusuk consecrated four new bishops last August. Ngalamu consecrated six new 
bishops and announced the creation of five new dioceses in the country's 
war-torn southern region. 


Earlier attempts at mediation failed, notably an effort last July during a 
meeting in Nairobi of African Anglican leaders. Delegations representing both 
archbishops have been seated at meetings of the Sudan Council of Churches. 


Last month, Secretary General Samuel Van Culin of the London-based Anglican 
Consultative Council, which groups Anglican denominations around the world, 
said Ngalamu'’s consecrations appear to violate the ECS constitution. The ACC 
considers Yugusuk Ngalamu's duly chosen successor. 


Ngalamu says he will pull the ECS out of the ACC if its leaders "continue to 
work for the dismemberment" of the ECS. 


Most of the Christian minority in mostly Muslim Sudan is either Roman Catholic 
or Anglican. The Anglican conflict comes at a time when the lives of most 
Sudanese Christians are already disrupted by the civil war in the south. 

Many bishops from both factions have taken refuge outside their dioceses 


because of the war. [EPS] 


INDIA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


HOLDS QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY Service 88.02.24 
MADRAS (Snehalatha Devadason) - "In Jesus Christ, Peace with Justice" was the 


theme of the 2lst Quadrennial Assembly of the National Council of Churches in 
India (here, 28 December-1 January). 


Main addresses dealt with "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation", 
"power bases, poverty, and justice in India", and “struggling for peace". 
Bible studies were related to the theme. 


The assembly chose new members for the NCCI's three programme committees - 
unity, fellowship, and dialogue; evangelistic and social mission; and national 
issues. Officers -— Methodist Bishop S.K. Parmar (president), and Mar Thoma 
Bishop Mar Irenaeous, and Salvation Army Commander Mannam Samuel 
(vice-presidents) were re-elected for second terms. 


Because of the week of mourning declared by the Tamil Nadu state government 
after the death of its chief minister, celebrative events planned in 
connection with the assembly had to be cancelled. 


Also in connection with the NCCI meeting, the All India Council of Christian 
Women called for a "new and living community" in which women are included in 
all areas of the church's life and ministry. 


Christians account for about 2.5 percent of India's approximately 780 million 
people. The NCCI includes Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist, Independent (Mar Thoma 
Church, Church of the East), United (Church of North India, Church of South 
India), Oriental Orthodox, Mennonite, and Salvation Army membership. [EPS] 


THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS CONSULT ON Ecumenical Press 
RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS AND LIBERATION Service 88.02.25 
DELHI —- "Religious Movements and Liberation" was the theme of a consultation 


organized (here, 1-5 December) by the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologians. There were 22 participants from 12 countries. 


Focus of presentations was people's experience of faith, and its potential for 
liberation. Aspects of Christianity, Hinduism and [Islam were on _ the 
consultation's agenda, as were women's perspectives. 


A report from the group notes that "the religio-cultural dance in one of the 
evenings, and a visit to the villages outside the city where religion is kept 
alive by poor people in the midsts of poverty and misery ... brought a 
profound awareness to the participants of the lived reality of religion." 


The report adds that during a concluding discussion of “major issues for 
Christian theology, it was keenly felt that we need to evolve a more adequate 
framework for understanding religious reality - both its enslaving as well as 
liberational aspects." [EPS] 


New Zealand: most have Bible, don't read it EPS 88.02.26 
WELLINGTON - A survey reported by the United Bible Societies says 85 percent 
of New Zealanders have a Bible in their home, but fewer than 11 percent read 
it. [EPS] 


THEOLOGIANS, PEACE ACTIVISTS Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDER "THEOLOGY OF PEACE' Service 88.02.27 


BUDAPEST (Jim Forest) - "Beauty will save the world" - words from the 19th 
century Russian writer Dostoyevsky - were at the heart of the keynote address 
given by Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Kyrill of Smolensk at a seminar, "Towards 
a Theology of Peace", at Raday College (here, 14-19 December). 


Taking part were 140 theologians and peace activists from 38 countries and 
eight Christian traditions. An earlier seminar on the theme met here in 
September 1984. 


Despite wide differences in theological and political conviction, the final 
plenary discussion found participants agreeing that "work for peace, far from 
being a contradiction of faith in Jesus, is an essential expression of the 
gospel." 


The five-day conference began with three major addresses. 


Kyrill (Russian Orthodox), said wars result from the neglect of basic 
morality. He called for a leading church role in developing "an 
international moral order based on absolute moral standards to humanize 
politics and law." 


Citing the "atmosphere of glasnost", he pointed to growing attention in the 
USSR to questions of ethics and morality. "It is interesting that Marxist 
philosophers also share [with religious believers] the idea of personal ethics 
and social relations", he said. 


Stressing the interdependence of morality and survival, he _ recalled 
Dostoyevsky's "confession of his Christian moral belief: "Beauty will save 
the world'." The one force that can "arrest the growth of evil", Kyrill 
declared, “is the good that is done by each and all together ... If you want 
to live, do good; if you want to live, live according to the moral standards 
which God has laid down in the foundation of human nature." 


Affirming a "profound relationship between the unity of the church and the 
renewal of humanity", Kyrill appealed for a renewed urgency in the quest for 
Christian unity. "What enthusiasm there was 60 years ago! ... Why has the 
drama of the ecumenical journey disappeared?" 


Speaking on the theme, "Justice Creates Peace", theologian Jiirgen Moltmann 
(Reformed, Federal Republic of Germany) said there is "no peace where there is_ 
oppression." He focused attention on the "scientific-—technical civilization 
[that has] produced screaming injustice in the third world" as well as 
"growing poverty in the industrial nations". 


A Christian understanding of peace is not only the "absence of violence, 
suffering, and injustice" but "the presence of justice, freedom, and life in 
community with God", he said. Authentic Christian life, far from being an 
“opium of the people", requires bringing the "peace of the Kingdom of God into 
this violent world", he added. As basic elements of Christian discipleship, 
he stressed the love of the enemy and the non-violent conquest of violence. 


"Children throughout the world could be saved from hunger with less than one 
two-thousandths of the world's harvest", said Luis Perez Aguirre, a Roman 
Catholic priest and leader of Serpai (Service for Peace and Justice in Latin 
America), working with abandoned children in Uruguay. "I have seen children 
starving in the streets of our cities, while others indifferently and 
egoistically treat creation as if it were their own", he said. [over] 
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He appealed for Christians to identify more deeply and build stronger 
structures of solidarity with those who suffer. "What is strong and 
powerful", he said, "is human contact." In the end, he added, "we will have 
an authentic liberation only when the oppressed can freely raise their voices 
and express themselves directly and creatively in society." 


"The Bible is a dangerous book", noted a paper on the "Use and Misuse of the 
Bible", produced by one of six seminar working groups. Though biblical texts 
have been used to justify war, colonial oppression, slavery, racism, invasion, 
antisemitism, anti-communism, and exploitation of the poor by the rich, the 
group also agreed that "the biblical message provides us with liberating power 
for the world ... [and] provides us with the wisdom to challenge all forms of 
human activity and thus turns our peace work into a prophetic service." 


In the debate leading to a rejection of the violence of nuclear weapons and 
deterrence, Christians often overlook the violence of unjust structures, 
observed a group on "Just War Theory in the Nuclear Age". While regretting 
that Christian institutions have often sided with the rich, the paper argued 
against adapting just-war theory to justify revolution. "We may be called to 
participate in a revolutionary process, but cannot expect [from the church] a 
set of general ethical theories to offer a justification. If the cause is 
well justified, those who take that decision must stand alone and ask for 
God's help and grace." 


The group on "The Biblical Understanding of the Indivisibility of Peace and 
Justice" agreed that Christians must resist all attempts to play off the 
struggle for peace against the struggle for justice. A call to abandon 
particular interests in favour of a wider good came from the work group 
discussing "Covenanting for the Unity of the Church and Humankind". 


Stories from Brazil, Nicaragua, Colombia, Israel, Uruguay, and South Africa 
were told in a work group examining "Violence and Pacifism in a Revolutionary 
Situation". Participants described how non-violent action is gaining ground 
in many situations of injustice. "Fear is contagious", said one participant, 
"but so is courage." 


"Despite the problem of enemy images", said a work group discussing that 
topic, "the fact is that there are still enemies. ... There is evil and there 
are people who, either independently or through group structures, do evil, 
people we must oppose and structures that must be changed. But even in these 
cases, we are not allowed to dehumanize those whom we oppose ..." The group 
suggested 1990-2000 be designated as an "International Decade for Hospitality". 


A letter from participants to Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev and 
US President Ronald Reagan voiced hope that the recent INF Treaty will be the 
basis of “many other steps on the road to the elimination of all nuclear and 
other weapons of mass destruction". Other letters expressed regret that two 
Czech theologians invited to the seminar, Otto Madr and Josef Zverina, were 
kept from attending, as well as Mubarak Awad, director of the Palestinian 
Centre for the Study of Non-violence. His house in Jerusalem was reportedly 
surrounded by Israeli soldiers at the time of the seminar. 


Co-chairmen of the seminar were Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karély Téth and 
Stephen Tunnicliffe of the Churches Lateral Committee of the European Nuclear 
Disarmament Movement. Sponsoring organizations included Aktion Siihnezeichen, 
the British Council of Churches, the Christian Peace Conference, the Dutch 
Inter-church Peace Council, the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Pax Christi, and the Russian Orthodox Church. [EPS] 


GDR: PEACE, RIGHTS ACTIVISTS Ecumenical Press 
RELEASED AFTER CHURCH PRESSURE Service 88.02.28 


BERLIN — The last of 11 GDR (East German) peace, ecology, and human-rights 
activists arrested last month on charges of "rabble-rousing" and "treason" was 
released (9 February) after thousands of people packed churches throughout the 
country to hold candle-light vigils to protest the detentions. 


Parishes of the Evangelical Landeskirchen (United and Lutheran regional 
churches) in the GDR shelter various peace and ecology activist groups 
operating without government approval. 


In January and early February, people filled churches here and in other GDR 
cities and towns for nightly "solidarity" services to offer prayers for those 
in prison, and to hear information from church leaders about progress in 
negotiations with the government about the arrests. For the first time in 
such circumstances, a Roman Catholic parish in Dresden held such a service. 


Though there have in the past been tensions and mutual suspicion between 
church leaders and radical grassroots groups, the arrests led to unprecedented 
solidarity between the _ two. The Evangelical lLandeskirche here engaged 
defence lawyers for all those accused, and called for their immediate 
release. Gottfried Forck, the Evangelical bishop here, cut short a holiday to 
take charge of negotiations with GDR officials. 


Five of the activists were arrested on their way to take part with their own 
banners in an official demonstration (17 January) to honour Karl Liebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburg, founders of Germany's Communist party. 


The five are Stephan Krawczyk, a 3l-year-old singer, who has been able to 
perform only on church premises after a state ban two years ago because of his 
songs critical of the state; three workers at a  parish-sponsored 
environmental library here, who were arrested in November 1987 after a police 
raid at the parish [EPS 87.12.04], but subsequently released; and theologian 
Vera Wollenberger, a co-founder of Church from Below, a grouping of radical 
Christians, which organized protest vigils during the November arrests. 


Dozens of other people, most of whom wanted permission to emigrate to the FRG 
(West Germany), were arrested at the demonstration itself after they hoisted a 
banner citing Luxemburg's remark that "freedom is always the freedom for 
people who think differently". 


Most of those who wanted to leave the country were eventually allowed to do 
so, but Krawczyk, Wollenberger, and the library workers (Til Bottcher, Andreas 
Kalk and Bert Schlegel), who wanted to stay in the GDR, were charged with 
"rabble—-rousing". 


In a statement (21 January), Forck called for the immediate release of all 
those arrested. He said the church would "continue the discussion with the 
state authorities about public debate of differing opinions in society and the 
problem of applications to emigrate from the GDR". 


His particular concern, he added, was directed towards those prisoners who 
wished to remain in the GDR. 


The situation was exacerbated by further arrests a week later of leaders of an 
independent group, Initiative for Peace and Human Rights, on charges of 
"treasonable contacts". These carry hefty prison sentences. [over] 
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At the same time, Krawczyk's wife, theatre director Freya Klier, and Krawczyk 
himself were also charged with treason. 


Unlike many other independent social groups in the GDR, the Initiative, which 
has long-standing contacts with other European groups seeking nuclear 
disarmament, does not operate under an Evangelical umbrella, though it has met 
with church permission at a parish here. 


In conjunction with the second round of arrests, the official GDR press began 
writing against "anti-socialist underground opposition" groups and their 
"paymasters in West Berlin" linked to "circles known to be connected to 
Western intelligence agencies" - a reporting style reminiscent of the 1950s. 
And, for the first time in years, the official party newspaper Neues 
Deutschland mounted a direct attack on Evangelical church sectors which 
shelter such groups. 


In one article (28 January), Heinz Kamnitzer, president of the GDR section of 
the PEN group of authors and writers, described the actions at the Luxemburg 
demonstration "as tantamount to blasphemy. No church," he wrote, “would 
allow a procession of remembrance for a Catholic cardinal or an Evangelical 
bishop to be so degraded". 


Though the services were to support those in prison, at times they seemed to 
be rallies in support of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's policies of 
"glasnost" (openness) and "perestroika" (restructuring), policies which GDR 
state and party leaders have not emphasized on the GDR agenda. "Glasnost and 
perestroika have to be on the agenda of the GDR", Berlin Evangelical Synod 
President Manfred Becker declared to applause in one of the church vigils. He 
called on the GDR leadership to allow more openness in the debate between 
different opinions. 


In a statement (1 February), the Roman Catholic bishop here, Joachim Cardinal 
Meisner, criticized Kamnitzer's reference to "blasphemy", but he _ also 
distanced himself from the "solidarity services and vigils". "We are 
concerned," he said, "when events which are organized to distribute 
information and which serve political aims are described as worship". 


At the same time, he also wished success to the "efforts of Evangelical 
leaders". (About half the 17 million people in the GDR are counted as 
Christian, most of them Evangelical.) 


Krawczyk and his wife arrived in the FRG at the beginning of February, saying 
they had not left the GDR of their own free will, but had faced the 
alternative of up to eight years in prison. Others followed in the next 
days, though some hoped to be able to return to the GDR later this year. 


In a telephone interview, Manfred Stolpe, president of the consistory of the 
Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg, observed that there had been a 
"political" solution to the situation. He expressed hope that "similar 
methods will be applied" in the future, to reflect the approach advocated in a 
recent joint statement by the Social Democratic Party in the FRG and the 
ruling Socialist Unity Party in the GDR. 


Stolpe said that during the crisis, "the church acted as a representative of 
society in searching for solutions. In the future, we hope that society as a 
whole will deal with these problems, and not only the authorities." He added 
that during recent weeks, "we have learned that alongside confrontation, 
patience is also necessary in the process of change in our country." [EPS] 


Kenya: president urges peaceful solution in church dispute EPS 88.02.29 
NAIROBI — Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi urged Kenya's Anglican bishops to 
find a "peaceful" solution to a dispute in the Nambale diocese of the Church 
of the Province of Kenya. Moi spoke after attending church in Siaya district 
(31 January). Church leaders in two archdeaconries of the diocese have been 
urging that they be allowed to form a separate diocese. Moi said the 
government's role is not to interfere in internal church affairs, but that it 
would prevent any threats to social peace. [EPS] 


Kenya: pastor appeals to Presbyterian assembly EPS 88.02.30 
NAIROBI -— Timothy Njoya, a pastor who was told to transfer from a parish here 
to a rural parish 100 kilometres south has appealed his case to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, which meets here 26-30 
April. He says the government pressured church authorities to act against him 
after an October 1986 sermon in which he urged the government to dialogue with 
its opponents [EPS 87.03.1203; 05.22; 09.24]. Government representatives 
termed the sermon subversive. Nijoya, 46, said he would retire rather than 
move, but his presbytery (PCEA regional unit) said he must either transfer or 
resign. When he refused, it removed him from its role of ordained ministers. 
[EPS] 


Philippines: bishops, government in new agreement EPS 88.02.31 
MANILA - Union of Catholic Asian News reports (30 January) that Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino and leaders of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
Philippines have agreed that "fuller participation of the church and private 
organizations in the government's work is needed to halt the administration's 
slipping credibility." [EPS] 


India: theologians hit Vatican ban on priest EPS 88.02.32 
BANGALORE - Union of Catholic Asian News reports (30 January) that the Indian 
Theologial Association criticized the Vatican for its "hasty and drastic" 
decision to forbid a Spanish Jesuit preist, Aloysius Bermejo, from teaching. 
The ban was prompted by Bermejo's 1984 book, "Towards Christian Reunion", in 
which, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith says, he departs 
from official Roman Catholic teaching in six areas. Bermejo says his critics 
attribute to him opinions he does not hold, and treat some of his tentative 
questions as categorical statements. In other cases, he denies that opinions 
for which he is criticized are "against the faith of the church". Bermejo has 
taught systematic theology at the University of the Light of Knowledge in Pune 
for 25 years. The university has also protested the ban. [EPS] 


USA: Lutheran regional office in RC sisters’ headquarters EPS 88.02.33 
ROCHESTER (Minnesota) - The Southeastern Minnesota Synod (area) of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, has established its headquarters at 
the motherhouse and administrative center here of a Roman Catholic religious 
order - Our Lady of Lourdes Congregation of the Sisters of St Francis. Synod 
Bishop Glenn Nycklemoe refers to Patricia Fritz, president of the 
congregation, as "my good friend, neighbor, and landlady." Fritz calls the 
sharing "very positive". The synod leases space for four offices, a 
conference room, and a work and storage room. It also has access to all 
facilities in the complex, including two chapels. [EPS] 


USSR: theologians, communicators meet EPS 88.01.34 
MOSCOW - Forty-one theologians and communicators from Bulgaria, both 
Germanys, Finland, France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Austria, Poland, 
Switzerland, the Soviet Union, Hungary, and the United States, assembled for a 
symposium (here, 10-13 January) on current world issues. The symposium was 
arranged jointly by the publications section of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church, and the Joint Committee for Evangelical [Lutheran, United, Reformed] 
Information and Communication in Federal Germany. A second symposium is 
projected for 1989. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘An Ecumenical View of New Caledonia’ EPS 88.02.35 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention (9 February) by Anwar Barkat, New 
York representative of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
of the World Council of Churches. Barkat was addressing the 44th Session of 
the UN Commission on Human Rights, meeting this month and next in Geneva. The 
agenda item at the time was "the right of peoples to self-determination, and 
its application to peoples under colonial or alien domination or foreign 
occupation. 


... the Kanak peoples of New Caledonia are denied their right to 
self—-determination and their economic, social, cultural, and political life is 
being controlled and dominated by an alien power. This constitutes a serious 
violation and denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms for the 
indigenous peoples of New Caledonia. ... 


France as the administrating power, contends that it has already determined 
the will of the people of New Caledonia through a referendum organized in 
September 1987. The Kanak people had a number of serious objections to the 
processes of the referendum and they boycotted it. They totally 
disassociated themselves from this exercise because they were convinced that 
the referendum only met the technical requirements and did not constitute a 
genuine expression of the right to self-—determination. Kanak people were not 
consulted nor prepared to participate in the referendum. ... It is clear that 
the vast majority of the indigenous people oppose France, and the referendum 
can hardly be shown to have followed acceptable United Nations standards for 
decolonization. ... 


There are other troubling human rights issues in New Caledonia. People are 
frustrated not only with political practices, but judicial processes also. 
Investigation into deaths of Kanak people on political grounds has been slow. 
... Judicial processes in New Caledonia have worked against the rights of the 
Kanak people and in favour of European settlers. ... 


The World Council of Churches has supported the stand of the Evangelical 
Church in New Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands which stand solidly for 
Independence for New Caledonia. It has drawn the attention of the 
international community, especially its member churches, world-wide to "the as 
yet unsolved problem of self-determination and independence of the Melanesian 
people of New Caledonia". ... 


Colonialism is violence against the people, their history, their culture and 
their social institutions. Such a violence has often invited violent 
reaction from the dominated people. It is a tribute to the spiritual and 
cultural tradition of the Kanak people that they continue to seek dialogue, 
discussion, and peaceful methods of protest to express their just frustration 
and legitimate aspirations. ... 


We urge this commission to impress strongly upon the ... French government to 
enter into immediate negotiations with the genuine representatives of the 
Kanak people so that "the actual complicated situation will not degenerate 
into a process of growing violence ...". The commission must impress upon 
the administering power to prepare people for a genuine referendum and give a 
clear choice for independence in the spirit of true self-determination as 
demanded by the United Nations General Assembly resolution. 


The administrating authority must ensure that the exercise of self- 
determination is unhampered and unimpeded, both to ensure the legitimate 
rights of the people and to protect peace and security of all the people of 
New Caledonia. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Presentation on Occupied Arab Territories' EPS 88.02.36 


This is excerpted from the oral intervention (4 February) by Director Ninan 
Koshy of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches during the 44th session of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights, taking place in Geneva this month and next. The intervention was in 
connection with the commission's fourth agenda item: “violation of human 
rights in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine." 


--. When we speak about the situation in the Occupied Territories, we are 
speaking about a situation we know and about the Palestinian people with whom 
we have affirmed solidarity. When we talk about Israel, we are talking about 
the Jewish people with whom we have close links and about the Palestinians 
inside Israel. 


We have affirmed the right of all states including Israel and Arab states to 
live in peace with secure and recognized boundaries. Therefore, when we 
speak about the current situation in the Occupied Territories, we speak with 
pain and anguish for a variety of reasons. 


--.- The ongoing uprising in the Occupied Territories, which began in December, 
reflects a qualitatively new situation which this commission should take 
special note of. The nature of the uprising and the intensification of 
repression reflect a new stage in the struggle of the Palestinians for their 
legitimate rights. It is therefore an illusion for anyone to imagine that 
this can be dealt with by "force, might and beatings". 


--- The uprising in the Occupied Territories is not just about the conditions 
of occupation. It is also about the occupation itself. Therefore when this 
commission considers tthe violation of human rights in the Occupied 
Territories, including Palestine, it has to deal with not only the conditions 
of occupation, but the occupation itself, which is a violation of human rights. 


I do not need to remind this august body that the manner in which the Israeli 
authorities are dealing with the present situation in the Occupied Territories 
has been condemned by the international community. Let me just remind the 
commission that among those who have been harshly critical of Israel are many 
friends and well-wishers of the Jewish people in the international community. 
The WCC is one among them. 


Our member churches live and work among the people in that region. The voice 
of the churches in the Occupied Territories in solidarity with the oppressed 
has been loud and clear. The heads of the Christian communities in Jerusalem 
- the Greek Orthodox patriarchate, the Latin patriarchate, the Armenian 
patriarchate, the Syrian Orthodox bishopric, the Greek Catholic bishopric, the 
Anglican bishopric, the Lutheran bishopric, the Syrian Catholic church and the 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land made a statement on 22 January. 


This historic statement said, "The recent political events in our land which 
have resulted in so many victims, both killed and wounded, are a clear 
indication of the grievous suffering of our people on the West Bank and in the 
Gaza Strip. They are also a visible expression of our people's aspirations 
to achieve their legal rights and the realization of their hopes. We, the 
heads of the Christian communities in Jerusalem, would like to express in all 
honesty and clarity that we take our stand with truth and justice against all 
forms of injustice and oppression. We stand with the suffering and the 
oppressed, we stand with the refugees and the deported, with the distressed 
and the victims of injustice, we stand with those who mourn and bereaved, with 


the hungry and the poor." [over] 


occupied/2 


This statement has been warmly welcomed by the Middle East Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches and the churches they represent. 


.-. One important fact about the occupation may be mentioned here. The 
distinction between Israel's sovereign territory and the area in which it 
rules by military government has long since lost its meaning, as it acts as 
sovereign for all intents and purposes, in the whole area west of the Jordan 
river, changing the law as it wishes and creating permanent facts. The key 
to all legislation in the territories is the formulation “anyone empowered to 
act in Israel according to Israeli law may so act in the territories." 


The people in the Occupied Territories are deprived of all political rights 
ostensibly because they are under military occupation, though their rights 
even under international conventions governing military occupation are not 
respected, since the government of Israel does not recognize the application 
of these conventions to the territories. 


Any military occupation is by definition temporary. It is the occupying 
power's obligation by international law to enable the occupied population to 
create its own institutions which protect its interests and which will serve 
as the basic infrastructure for its future society once the occupation has 
ended. The Israeli authorities, on the contrary, have consistently reneged 
on these responsibilities. 


The IV Geneva Convention 1949 Relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time 
of War is applicable to Israel's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. The 
Israeli authorities, however, continue to deny the convention's applicability 
but have declared that they will observe its humanitarian provisions. They 
have failed to specify which provisions they consider humanitarian in 
character, however, and continue to violate the provisions of the convention 
including some that are clearly humanitarian in nature such as the prohibition 
of deportation. 


Deportation of individuals is specifically prohibited by Article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, and yet the Israeli authorities continue 
deportation, defying both international law and international public opinion. 


... According to Article I of the IV Geneva Convention, signatory powers have 
the obligation to enforce the convention's provisions themselves and to ensure 
their enforcement by the other signatory states. The signatories are obliged 
to do everything in their power to ensure that the humanitarian principles 
underlying the Convention are applied universally. So far, the governments 
who signed the convention have failed to observe their duties as signatories 
and no significant pressures have been applied on the Israeli authorities to 
comply with the convention's provisions. ... 


May I again state that the current uprising is not just about conditions of 
occupation. It is about the occupation itself, the continuation of which 
constitutes a gross violation of human rights. It is that violation of human 
rights that this commission has to seek measures to end. It is the occupation 
that has to end. ... 


That is why in calling for the International Peace Conference on the Middle 
East, the 38th Session of the General Assembly of the UN gave as guidelines 
the need to put an end to Israel's occupation of the Arab territories and the 
attainment by the Palestinian people of their legitimate inalienable rights, 
including the right to return, the right to self-determination, and the right 
to establish their own independent State of Palestine. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/05) 


Rules, By-Laws, Mandates, and Programmes of the World Council of Churches, 
compiled by Ans van der Bent, is available from WCC Publications (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) for 6.95 US dollars, 3.95 UK pounds, or 10 Swiss francs. 


Among subjects in the new (December #13) issue of Current Dialogue are 
religious identity in a multi-faith society, interfaith dialogue and 
ecumenical theology, and Christian-Jewish and Christian-Muslim relations. A 
copy is available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A 52-page “illustrated account of the programmes and activities of the World 
Council of Churches since January 1987 is available as the January/February 
issue of the WCC magazine One World (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


In EPS 88.02.22, the spelling in paragraph 2 should be Barney. In EPS 
88.01.04, change "secretary" to "president" in paragraph 2, line 3. In EPS 
88.02.20, the town mentioned in paragraphs 7 and 8 is spelled Malakal. 


The address for a copy of any of the following is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
The February issue of "Information" from the WCC Commission on Faith and 
Order deals with "activities and plans" for 1987-1988. The November issue of 
"Women in a Changing World" focuses on the Asian Women's Consultation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation in December 1986 in Bangkok. 
"Story Telling for Health Teaching” is featured in the December 1987 issue 
of Contact, bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian Medical Commission. 
Material for the World Day of Prayer for a Free Namibia (4 May) and the 
report on last May's meeting in Lusaka [EPS 87.05.63] on The Churches’ Search 
for Justice and Peace in Southern Africa are available from WCC/PCR. A 
dossier on Mozambique (December 1987) is available from WCC/CICARWS. 


A report on last month's Synod of the Church of South India is available 
from Dass Babu, CSI, Box 4906, Cathedral Road, Madras 600 086. The Council 
for World Mission, 11 Carteret Street, London SW1H 9DL has a report available 
on its Executive Committee meeting in Madagascar in December. New from the 
Research Institute of the Lutheran Church in Finland (PB 239, SF-33101 
Tampere) are booklets on Church in Future Society (#35) and Freemasonry and 
the Christian Faith (#36). "Chipko and Appiko" is the latest in the 
Non-violence in Action series of Quaker Peace and Service, Euston Road, London 
NW1 2BJ. It tells about saving trees from “profit—hungry timber fellers” in 
India. It costs 1.75 UK pounds. The Korea Report newsletter, prepared in 
co-operation with the North American Coalition for Human Rights in Korea and 
the Japan Emergency Christian Conference on Korean Problems is available from 
P. Schneiss, Ev. Pfarramt, Kirchstrasse 6, D-7504 Weingarten, FRG. 


Audio material on Palestine - interviews with Ninan Koshy, WCC international 
affairs director, and Paul Wee, an assistant general secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation - are available from the WCC Intervox Sound Bank (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20; phone: [41-22] 91 61 55). 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
OF '2554 019 "1335 Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 17 February. The 
next is scheduled for 23 February. EPS deadlines are at 8h00 GMT Mondays. 
On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


LETTERS EXCHANGED ON Ecumenical Press 
DESTRUCTION OF CHURCHES Service 88.02.37 


GENEVA/BUCHAREST - Representatives of the World Council of Churches and the 
Romanian [Eastern Orthodox] Patriarchate have exchanged letters on the issue 
of the destruction of church buildings in the Romanian capital [EPS 87.11.91]. 


The letters became available this month. WCC General Secetary Emilio Castro's 
letter to Romanian Orthodox Patriarch Teoctist is dated 23 November. The 
reply, from Nifon of Ploiesti, the bishop who is the patriarchal vicar, and 
who wrote “in the name of" the patriarch, is dated 21 January. 


In his letter, Castro expresses great happiness about information he received 
during a September 1985 visit about new church construction authorized to 
replace buildings destroyed because of urban redevelopment in the Romanian 
capital. "However", he adds, “we wonder if all the promises and all the 
projects will be realized." 


Castro suggests that "the immediate construction of appropriate church 
buildings in urban neighbourhoods ... would be a powerful encouragement for 
the future” of pastoral ministry in those areas. "We support," he says, "all 
your efforts towards this end before the state authorities." Whatever 
information the patriarch can supply on the subject, he adds, "will help us 
reply to questions from international public opinion." 


In reply, the bishop says that last year, "more than 60" churches were built, 
restored, painted, or repainted throughout the country. He also notes that 
eight church buildings which were classified as historic monuments have been 
reopened for worship, and that some church buildings in the capital have been 
moved, at state expense, so as not to be razed. He also outlines the 
patriarchate's pastoral efforts to respond to urbanisation "in the new social 
and civic setting of our church life." 


The bishop suggests that negative information about the situation of church 
buildings or church life in general in Romania which Castro may have received 
is “not always well intentioned", reflects "bad faith", and is "certainly 
poorly informed". 


Recalling the ecumenical commitment of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Nifon 
says it “indignantly rejects all false and tendentious information spread" 
about it, or about its "relations with the state or other Romanian 
denominations, with which, for four decades, we have enjoyed fraternal and 
co-operative relations in the service of our people." 


Though Castro does not refer in particular to the patriarchal cathedral of 
Saints Constantine and Helen, Nifon in reply rejects any suggestion that a 
"building such as that which houses the patriarchate, and which has for 
centuries been the ecclesiastical centre of Bucharest, could be threatened 
with demolition." 


Earlier last year, Ion Dura, a Romanian Orthodox priest serving in the Benelux 
countries, sent Castro an open letter expressing concern about the fate of the 
cathedral. That letter, dated 29 October, was reprinted in the November 
edition of Paris-based Orthodox Press Service. 


In an interview last month with the French news agency AFP, Nifon rejects 
"firmly" the "false rumors" about the cathedral's destruction. He says the 
government spent 30 million lei to move eight church buildings in Bucharest to 
avoid their destruction. He gives the current number of Romanian Orthodox 
churches in the capital as 276, with 400 priests. [EPS] 


ENGLAND: ANGLICAN SYNOD OPPOSES Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNMENT ON EDUCATION, TAXES Service 88.02.38 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Strong opposition to controversial government 
proposals to reform the education system in England and Wales and to introduce 
a community charge or poll tax to replace domestic rates came from the 
[Anglican] Church of England's General Synod (here, 8-11 February). The synod 
also rejected the idea of a total ban on embryo experiments when debating the 
church's attitude towards government legislation expected soon to regulate in 
vitro fertilization. 


By a 267-4 vote (13 abstentions) the synod supported efforts in Parliament to 
change the government's proposals for education reform. Areas of synod 
concern include the place of religious education in the curriculum, provisions 
allowing for schools to opt out of local-authority control, and the vast 
increase in the powers of the secretary of state for education. 


On a proposed new tax, due to come into effect next year in England, the synod 
voted 201-46 (23 abstentions) to record its belief that "a flat-rate community 
charge is inherently unjust and fails to take sufficient account of ability to 
pay." It called on the 26 Anglican bishops who sit in the House of Lords "to 
vote against the proposed legislation, and to call for measures more able to 
protect the quality of life for all our citizens." 


On in vitro fertilization and embryo research, the synod welcomed the 
government's commitment to establish an independent statutory licensing 
authority to regulate research and infertility services, and it supported the 
proposal that all surrogacy arrangements should be outside the protection of 
the law. But it rejected an amendment which advocated outlawing any 
experimentation on human embryos at any stage. 


The synod also spent two hours debating the controversial preface to the 
current edition of Crockford's Clerical Directory and its aftermath, the 
apparent suicide of the man later revealed as its author [EPS 87.12.98]. It 
defeated (250-200) a motion calling for the preface to be done away with 
completely, but then was unable through lack of time to vote on another motion 
calling for the preface no longer to be anonymous. 


Before the synod itself met, there was a separate meeting of its House of 
Laity which exerted renewed pressure on bishops to discipline homosexual 
clergy. Several bishops have indicated a policy of refusing to ordain or 
employ clergy who are practising homosexuals. The Laity welcomed recent 
moves by individual bishops "to reaffirm our church's biblical discipline in 
matters of sexual morality" and asked the House of Bishops to issue a 
corporate statement of its policy. 


One evening after the close of business, the main assembly hall was the scene 
of a fringe meeting attended by about 300 synod members and chaired by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. At it, Home Secretary Douglas Hurd 
talked about how the church can help maintain social cohesion, and he answered 
questions from synod members. 


Three days after the synod ended, it was learned that last November, UK Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher entertained Runcie and seven other bishops 
(including three noted for their criticisms of various government policies) at 
lunch for a relaxed and informal discussion, which one bishop present 
described as "constructive". The meeting reflected Thatcher's emphasis on 
personal morality and a "moral revolution" to re-establish certain standards 
of behaviour, in which she expects the church to play a notable role. Hurd's 
speech to synod members is understood to reflect her views. [EPS] 


British church union proposals released EPS 88.02.39 
LONDON - The United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom and _ the 
Congregational Union of Scotland have released "proposals for unification" of 
the two denominations into a United Reformed Church in Great Britain. The 
union could take place before 1990, if required votes in favour are obtained 
at the denominations' assemblies this year. The URCUK assembly meets in May; 
a two-thirds majority is required. The CUS assembly meets in September; a 
three-fourths majority is required, as well as subsequent favourable votes by 
two-thirds of the CUS member congregations representing at least three-fourths 
of the total CUS membership. The merger would also need approval by the 
British Parliament, and by 1989 assemblies of the two denomintions. [EPS] 


Runcie says Lutheran-Anglican full communion possible by 1991 EPS 88.02.40 

LONDON - Meeting last month with Herbert Chilstrom, church-wide bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie, first among equals in the Anglican episcopate, expressed hope that 
this July's global meeting of Anglican bishops would make progress on 
Lutheran-Anglican relationships. He said positive reports from. recent 
international Lutheran-Anglican dialogues could make full communion a 
possibility between the two traditions by 1991. [EPS] 


South Africa: ecumenical leader blasts government on funeral EPS 88.02.41 
SOWETO - Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches, says the "siege" by South African police and soldiers of Regina 
Mundi, a Roman Catholic parish church in this black township, is "disgusting 
and a direct challenge on the church in South Africa, and on religious freedom 
bh os oy: ot oh on OO al Chikane referred to a "complete takeover of the church 
[building] by the police and army" during the funeral there this month of 
Sicelo Shlomo. Chikane said that "faced with this attack on the very life of 
the church, and a violent obstruction in our Christian practice, I believe 
that we have come to a stage where the churches in South Africa should 
consider massive acts of civil disobedience." [EPS] 


South Africa: ecumenical council outraged at fake documents EPS 88.02.42 

JOHANNESBURG -— General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of 
Churches expressed "deep shock and outrage" at a "fake pamphlet in its name 
that totally misrepresents and falsifies its beliefs and actions." Chikane 
said (8 February) that the forgery of one of its pamphlets was so professional 
that the SACC is convinced "that it is not the work of a misguided iconoclast, 
but part of a larger attack on the SACC and its work in South Africa." [EPS] 


Children's art festival on justice, peace attracts 7000 entries EPS 88.02.43 
GENEVA - A “children's art festival" in connection with the current World 
Council of Churches emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation 
attracted 7000 entries from around the world, including drawings, paintings, 
poems, short stories, handicrafts, mobiles, and sculpture. Though there are 
no winners, a seven-person team of judges has selected some of the entries to 
appear in exhibitions at major WCC meetings in the next years — including the 
1990 World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation - and 
as illustrations for the 1989 WCC calendar. [EPS] 


USSR: Latvian archbishop's sermon reportedly protested EPS 88.02.44 

RIGA - According to a report (4 February) from UK-based Keston College, in a 
Christmas Eve sermon Latvian Lutheran Archbishop Eriks Mesters described 
US-USSR disarmament negotiations as a battle between light and darkness, with 
the United States on the side of darkness. Reportedly, "a number of people 
demonstratively left the church" because of the sermon, and a protest petition 
signed by 200 people complained that Mesters had made a "political speech" 
instead of proclaiming "the joyful news ... on the brightest festival of our 


church". [EPS] 


Canada: abortion law ruling prompts variety of church reactions EPS 88.02.45 
TORONTO - Religious News Service reports a range of Canadian church reactions 
to last month's decision by the Canadian Supreme Court that effectively leaves 
Canada with no restraints on abortion. The country's Roman Catholic bishops 
called the ruling a "dramatic challenge" requiring "responsible political 
action" to end “abortion on demand". Officials of the United Church of Canada 
welcomed it as "the first step towards a truly just system of access for women 
who wish to make a responsible choice about abortion." The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada said the decision is "a major challenge to churches to help 
people deal with all issues in human sexuality", and expressed disappointment 
if the decision "implies" that abortion is an "entirely individualistic 
decision". A spokesperson for the Anglican General Synod said that as a 
result of "this fairly dramatic change, individuals will be dealing with this 
in a different way, and the church would want to be responsive." [EPS] 


USA: Anglicans, Lutherans take step towards full communion EPS 88.02.46 
CHICAGO - Meeting near here last month, representatives of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted a 90-page 
document on "implications of the gospel" which was described as a "significant 
step on the way to full communion". The document, to be released in April, is 
described as a "common vision on how the gospel is worked out in mission." 
The dialogue group which produced the text is now to work on issues related to 
the three-fold ministry of bishops, priests, and deacons, and the historic 
episcopate (succession of bishops). Since 1982, the two denominations have 
had a relationship of interim eucharistic sharing. [EPS] 


Sydney archbishop, London bishop in joint Anglican call EPS 88.02.47 
SYDNEY/LONDON - Donald Robinson, Anglican archbishop of Sydney, and Graham 
Leonard, Anglican bishop of London, have issued a joint declaration of “unity 
in the faith with all who profess the Catholic, Apostolic, and Reformed faith 
as attested in the original text of the Lambeth Quadrilateral accepted by the 
Lambeth Conference [of Anglican bishops] in 1888, and expressed in the 
traditional worship of the Anglican Communion." The two bishops - one of whom 
is a prominent Evangelical, the other a prominent Catholic within Anglicanism 
- say they issued their joint declaration because of "great anxiety ... among 
faithful clergy and laity concerning certain actions and proposals which are 
regarded as departures from the revealed faith, biblical teaching, and 
apostolic ministry." They do not specify which "departures" they refer to, 
though both have strongly opposed the ordination of women as priests. [EPS] 


Vatican bars secular music concerts in churches EPS 88.02.48 
ROME - In a letter to the world's Roman Catholic bishops, the Vatican 
Congregation for Divine Worship says functioning Roman Catholic churches are 
not to be used for concerts featuring secular music. The letter follows 
controversy in Italy about the use of churches for concerts by small choirs 
and music groups often unable to afford professional halls for their 
performances. The letter allows bishops to designate a church no longer used 
for worship as an “auditorium" for the performance of “music not specifically 
religious, but in keeping with the character of the place." [EPS] 


Denmark: tv healing prompts dispute EPS 88.02.49 
COPENHAGEN - Jens Noe, a priest of the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church in 
Denmark (ELFD), appeared on a tv broadcast involving a healing ministry, and 
the executive council of the Inner Mission organization was not happy. Its 
Statement described the "sort of healing we witnessed on the tv screen" as 
"not an instance of the healing ministry of the church, which we are committed 
to administer today." Rather, the council said, it was “clearly marked by a 
view of the world and of human beings foreign to the Bible." In reply, Noe 
said he "cannot denounce healing which has been carried out in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." [EPS] 


Finland: church often seen as old-fashioned, wealthy, rigid EPS 88.02.50 
HELSINKI —- According to a poll conducted jointly by the Research Inssitute of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) and the Suomen Gallup 
organization, the church is often seen as old-fashioned, wealthy, and rigid. 
Seven of 10 Finns say they believe in God, but a quarter of those who say 
that, also indicate that their understanding of God is different from what the 
church teaches. About nine Finns in 10 are counted as SELK members. [EPS] 


Finland: critics form alternative theological institute EPS 88.02.51 
HELSINKI - Seven organizations and revival movements within the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) have formed the Finnish Theological 
Institute to "supplement" what is taught in the country's Finnish-— and 
Swedish-speaking university ‘faculties of theology. SELK Bishop  Olavi 
Rimpilainen (Oulu) chairs the institute. Among other things, the institute 
strongly opposes the ordination of women as SELK priests. The first such 
ordinations are scheduled later this year. The institute's primary goal is to 
"support ... students in their studies, their thinking, and their spiritual 
life" within the limits of "the Bible and the [SELK] confessions". [EPS] 


Swaziland: government minister urges church action EPS 88.02.52 
MBABANE - Addressing a meeting (here, 27-31 January) of the southern Africa 
region of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF), Swaziland Minister of 
Labour and Public Service B.M. Nsibandze urged the church to make "relevant 
and positive responses to alleviate ... mounting human misery and suffering" 
in the region. The two dozen participants came from Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Namibia, and Swaziland. ECLOF, part of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches, assists church-related development projects through 
low-interest loans. Regional ECLOF projects include building a residential 
house for the Bible Society of Malawi, repairs for church buildings in 
Mauritius, and construction of church faclities in Swaziland. [EPS] 


GDR/FRG: Joint church letter marks 1000th anniversary EPS 88.02.53 
BERLIN - The Evangelical Landeskirchen (regional United, Lutheran, and 
Reformed churches) in both the GDR and FRG (East and West Germany) have sent a 
joint message to mark the 1000th anniversary this June of the baptism of 
Prince Vladimir of Kiev, dated as the beginning of Christianity in major 
portions of what is now the Soviet Union. Recalling and rejecting efforts by 
Nazi Germany in World War II to “reduce the Soviet state to nothing", the 
message says German Christians today want to "increase confidence, 
understanding, and peaceful coexistence between our two peoples". The 
message, to the Russian Orthodox Church, is co-signed by Bishops Werner Leich, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia; and Martin Kruse, Evangelical 
[United] Church in Berlin-Brandenburg (Berlin/West). [EPS] 


Yugoslavia: Orthodox bishop cites liberty restrictions EPS 88.02.54 
VRSAC - In a letter to a provincial president, Amfilohije Radovic, Serbian 
[Eastern] Orthodox metropolitan of Banat, objects to government intimidation 
of teachers and students who are believers. According to a report from the 
Swiss church news agency APIC, the metropolitan also denounced the "illegal 
demolition" last year of a church in Dolovo. [EPS] 


Canada: church people in coalition on ‘social solidarity’ EPS 88.02.55 
TORONTO — People from the United Church and the Roman Catholic Church of 
Canada are among those behind a 17-page declaration on economic and social 
policy, "A Time for Social Solidarity". In addition, backers of the 
declaration include people from labour, women's, native and poor peoples' 
organizations. It warns against such things as free trade, privatization of 
government activities, and tax reforms benefiting the wealthy, on grounds that 
as a result, Canada is "rapidly becoming a stratified society of winners and 
losers", with growing inequality in distribution of wealth and power. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church reps mediate Miskito/government agreement EPS 88.02.56 
MANAGUA —- After 11 days of negotiation, an agreement was signed (2 February) 
between the Nicaraguan government and YATAMA, an umbrella organization of 
Miskito Indians and others led by Brooklyn Rivera. It calls for six more 
weeks of negotiation towards a general cease fire along the country's Atlantic 
coast. Mediators included Moravian Superintendent Andy Shogreen and Baptist 
Pastor Gustavo Parajon, president of CEPAD, an ecumenical relief and 
development agency. A CEPAD announcement says the talks “hold great promise 
for the war-weary people of eastern Nicaragua. ... Join us in prayer and in 
planning for the coming of peace and development to the Atlantic section of 
Nicaragua." CEPAD also recalls the "energy deficit due to contra sabotage and 
the breakdown of several generating plants. ... We continue to call on you to 
work to support the Central American peace process, and stop any assistance to 
the contras", US-backed forces fighting the government. [EPS] 


Central American Anglican bishops write their presidents EPS 88.02.57 
SANTO DOMINGO (Dominican Republic) - Anglican bishops in Central American 
dioceses which are part of the [US-based] Episcopal Church have sent an open 
letter to the presidents of the Central American countries urging them to 
continue to struggle for democracy, justice, and peace in the region. [EPS] 


USA: Eastern Orthodox-Anglican group reflects on eucharist EPS 88.02.58 
NEW YORK —- Participants in the official Eastern Orthodox-—Anglican dialogue in 
the United States have issued a four-page statement reflecting on the 
“doctrine, liturgy, and pastoral implications of the eucharist". The paper 
notes the centrality of the eucharist to both traditions, while acknowledging 
differences in understanding of the relationship of eucharist and church 
unity, and the role of intercommunion. Also characterized as "serious" was 
disagreement about ordination of women as priests, which has been accomplished 
or accepted in many parts of Anglicanism. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: CHURCH POLICY Ecumenical Press 
REVIEWED IN PARLIAMENT Service 88.02.59 


BUDAPEST - For the first time, the Hungarian parliament has discussed official 
church policy, and the work of the State Office for Church Affairs (SOCA). 


The discussion was introduced by SOCA President Imre Miklés, who described the 
current relationship between the state and religious groups as "reassuringly 
settled" after an evolution since communism came to power in Hungary after 
World War II. Miklé6s said that as far as the state is concerned, "one's 
idological commitment, thus one's religiosity, is a private matter of the 
citizens of our state." 


He also observed that the various parts of the church in Hungary, while 
adhering to their principles of faith, speak up at home and at international 
meetings for peace, disarmament, social justice, strengthening of confidence 
among peoples, dialogue, and co-operation. As a result, "they have in fact 
acquired great authority for themselves, and for our country as well." 


Referring to "the churches as respected institutions of our society", Miklos 
urged "further honest links of partnership in the broadening areas of our 
common endeavour." 


Among the members of parliament commenting during the discussion were Reformed 
Bishop Laszl6 Kiirti; Jézsef Szakdcs, president of the Council of Hungarian 
Free Churches; Imre Bir6, a priest who is general secretary of the Catholic 
Committee of the National Peace Committee; Alfréd Schdéner, the Hungarian chief 
rabbi; and Lutheran Presiding Bishop Gyula Nagy. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'Aids—Related Ecumenical Issues’ EPS 88.02.60 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a letter to WCC members announcing a WCC consultation next 
November on issues related to the Aids virus. 


... We propose the following areas for reflection and discussion. 


(1) Human Rights and Discrimination: In several countries the basic rights 
of persons with Aids or HIV-infection are violated; thus negative HIV-tests 
are required for crossing national borders; health insurance and employment 
are denied, etc. 


How should the churches react to such attitudes? 


In countries in which Aids is primarily still confined to two marginalized 
groups (viz. male homosexuals and drug-abusers), there are already many 
examples of overt discrimination and heightened prejudice. Where the disease 
affects less well-defined groups there is a tendency to introduce quarantine 
and screening measures which affect substantial numbers of people. 


What are the responsibilities of the churches in relation to these more 
specific situations? 


(2) Resources: Aids is a new disease, for which there is still neither cure 
nor immunization. Treatment is very costly. 


In the US, the treatment is estimated to be 100,000 US dollars per person. 
For many countries these costs are far beyond what can be paid. Research to 
find medicines and vaccines also requires large sums of money. 


At the same time, other diseases are currently killing many times more people 
per year in both the developed and the developing world. Many of these we 
already have the knowledge to cure, but resources are lacking. 


How shall priorities about resources for Aids-treatment and research be made 
in relation to other disease and suffering in the world? 


(3) Pastoral Care: Aids and the way it is spread is a disease which gives 
rise to guilt-feelings, self-hatred, anger, sorrow, fear of death, etc. Many 
Aids patients have lost contact with their relatives and live a very lonely 
life. 


The church has a very important role in helping people to live with these 
emotions, to accept sorrow and death and to rediscover its ministry to the 
dying. The church can also help families to be reunited and to accept each 
other. 


(4) Theology and Ethics: reactions to the reality of Aids and responses in 
dealing with it at the levels of (1) to (3) are based on implicit or 
acknowledged theological/religious presuppositions and corresponding ethical 
approaches. All of these may be deeply embedded in widely varying social and 
cultural mores. 


The consultation must explore at least some of these in the light of how 
churches, Christian world communions and other ecumenical bodies are 
responding to the crisis in order to identify common strategies and, if 
possible, new options which are theologically and ethically acceptable to the 


WCC member churches. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: 'The Situation in Palestine’ EPS 88.02.61 


This is excerpted from an assessment prepared last month. Rubeiz is 
secretary for the Middle East at the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of 
the World Council of Churches. 


December 1987 brought a new wave of rebellion from the Gaza and the rest of 
the Arab communities under Israeli rule. ... The media have shown great 
concern in this ongoing rebellion and reports seem sympathetic with the 
Palestinians, this time. The media message has changed from showing the 
Palestinian as a "terrorist" to a "fighter resisting occupation". Gaza is 
linked with "Soweto"; East Jerusalem boys are shown as "natives" trying 
bravely to mobilize against a colonial regime. 


The secret of this change of mood of the media and the international 
diplomatic awakening about the Palestinian question are impressive and are 
worth analysis. World opinion is momentarily responding sharply to the 
Palestinian claims for justice. It is giving the Palestinians the following 
supportive message: 


(1) The rebellion of the Palestinians of the Occupied Territories is a 
result of the oppression of Israel and not external instigation from the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


(2) Public demonstrations and other peaceful ways of resistance of the 
occupation are more impressive than individual acts of force on civilian 
targets. 


(3) Organized action reflects a community will. The self-determination of 
the Palestinians is nowhere today as visible as it is in the collective 
action inside Israeli-governed areas. 


World opinion is also aiming at Israel's response to the uprising. The world 
media today suggest the following: 


(1) Force is a poor long-time strategy for dealing with the demands of a 
Palestinian nation under occupation. 


(2) Harsh punishment of street rebellion is likely to increase the animosity 
of the population in the Occupied Territories and delay the opportunities 
for peace. There is no way out of facing the root cause of the problem, 
which is occupation. 


(3) The present time is more opportune for peace than the future, given the 
demographic pressure of the Palestinians, the growing fanaticism in the 
region and the current receptivity of most Arab regions for a peaceful 
solution. 


The psychology of today's events shows that the Palestinian question is more 
powerful when it portrays the Palestinians as militarily weak and morally 
strong. Rock throwing is very symbolic as a strategy of the victim facing 
colonials. ... The Palestinians have recently learned the hard way that 
peaceful resistance is effective. The key to resistance is organization, not 
physical force. 


There are as many Arab [as Israeli] children under the age of five .... In 15 
to 20 years, the two nations in Israel and the territories will be equal in 
population. The most powerful strategy for Palestinians is to remain on 
their land, under any circumstances, and to pressure collectively the Jews to 
discover how best to achieve peace. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/'A Thousand Years Since Vladimir's Baptism (II)' EPS 87.02.62 


Next year, Christians in the Soviet Union and throughout the world will be 
celebrating the thousandth anniversary of the baptism of Grand Prince Vladimir 
of Kiev. The following background information is excerpted from material 
prepared by Michel van Parys and Thaddée Barnas, two monks of the Roman 
Catholic Monastery of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross at Chevetogne, Belgium. 


According to an introduction to the Chevetogne text in the Swiss church news 
agency APIC, Vladimir's baptism "marked the symbolic beginning of the spread 
of Christianity in the medieval Slav state of Rus. Three modern nations — 
Russia, the Ukraine and Byelorussia - trace their history to Rus. For Russian, 
Ukrainian, and Byelorussian Christians ... the millennium in 1988 will be an 
occasion to celebrate a thousand years of fidelity to the Christian faith." 


This item was translated from the French by the Language Service of the World 
Council of Churches. Part I appeared as EPS 88.02.17. 


-»- [Soviet] legislation on religious organizations rigorously limits the 
church's freedom of action. A Council of Religious Affairs, attached to the 
Council of Ministers, acts as the liaison between the state and religious 
organizations. It is responsible for ensuring that the religious organizations 
conform to Soviet legislation regarding religion. The law specifically 
prohibits religious associations from making propaganda or giving religious 
instruction, from managing welfare funds among their members, running 
hospitals or organizing medical care, opening libraries, organizing youth or 
women's movements, or organizing pilgrimages. 


Nonetheless, the church prides itself on being able to fulfil its fundamental 
mission which it sees, in the words of Metropolitan Pitirim of Volokolamsk, as 
being "the sanctification of the earthly life of its members, through the 
sacraments of Christ". It also prides itself on the real progress it has made 
in recent years in regard to the premises and buildings at its disposal. 
According to Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk, some 50 churches have been opened 
for worship, four of them in Moscow itself. The church has been able to move 
its publications, education, and finance departments into new premises. The 
diocese of Minsk has completed the building of a diocesan centre. In 1983, the 
government gave permission for the church to reoccupy the famous Danilov 
monastery (13th century) which is now the headquarters of the patriarchate. 


The policy of ‘glasnost' and 'perestroika' (transparency and restructuring) 
pursued by Mr Gorbachev has raised hopes that the government may adopt a more 
relaxed attitude in religious matters. A number of signs could be taken as 
pointing to an improvement in Soviet policy on religion. 


Firstly, a number of religious dissidents, such as Father Gleb Yakunin and 
Alexander Ogorodnikov, have been released from prison. Secondly, an 
international conference organized by the Soviet authorities in February 1987, 
with the title "International Forum for a World Without Nuclear Weapons, for 
the Survival of Humanity", for the first time included a religious section. 


There are persistent rumours of a possible revision of the legislation on 
religious matters. A paragraph in the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
early 1986 seemed to suggest that the Soviet legislation on religion was to be 
‘modified. According to Metropolitan Sergei of Odessa, the church is in the 
process of working out a new statute which will take account of the "changes 
in the existing legislation." [over] 


vladimir/2 


Lastly, the Soviet press can be seen to have adopted a more positive attitude 
towards the preparations for the thousandth anniversary celebrations. For the 
past six months the Tass news agency has been giving more space to the 
celebrations. It has reported statements linking the history of the church to 
the history of the Russian people and its culture. And at the beginning of 
August, the Soviet news agency Novosti began issuing a monthly bulletin, 
"Religion in the Soviet Union", published in Russian, English, Arabic, 
Spanish, German, Portuguese and French. 


On the other hand, however, activities in the field of anti-religious 
propaganda have been stepped up. ... It will be remembered, too, that the thaw 
of the Khrushchev era was accompanied by severe religious repression. ... 


The historical background of the Christians of the Ukraine is very different 
from that of the Russians. From the fall of Kiev (1240) up to the middle of 
the 17th century, there was no political link between the regions of the 
Ukraine and Russia. In the 14th century, the territories which today form the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia were absorbed by Poland and Lithuania. There was an 
Orthodox metropolitan see in Kiev, independent of the one in Moscow. 


In 1596, with the Union of Brest-Litovsk, the Orthodox dioceses of the Ukraine 
entered into communion with the Roman Catholic Church, a union which was to 
prove most enduring in the western Ukraine. In the eastern Ukraine the 
Polish-Lithuanian government met with increasing difficulties which culminated 
in the revolt of the Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky in 1648, and the union of the 
Ukraine with Russia in 1654. In 1685 the Orthodox hierarchy of the Ukraine 
was incorporated into the Moscow Patriarchate. 


In 1921, after the collapse of the Ukrainian National Republic, when the 
Soviets took power in the Ukraine, a synod of priests and laity met in Kiev to 
constitute an autocephalous Orthodox Church of the Ukraine. Large numbers of 
Orthodox Christians adhered to it. As a result of internal disagreements and 
external pressures, the autocephalous church was dissolved in 1930. It was 
temporarily revived during World War II, but finally disbanded in 1943. A 
synod held in Germany in 1946 formed the autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in exile, today represented in North America and Western Europe. 


The Ukrainian Catholic Church, the heir to the Union of Brest-—Litovsk, 
survived in the western Ukraine under successive regimes - Polish, Austrian, 
then Polish again - up to the end of World War II. In 1946, the western 
Ukraine was incorporated into the Soviet Union. A "spontaneous" synod, in 
which no bishops took part, called for Ukrainian Catholic parishes to be 
integrated into the Orthodox church. Subsequently the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was declared illegal. All the Ukrainian Catholic bishops were 
imprisoned; Archbishop Slipy of Lvov was only released in 1961, and then only 
on condition that he leave the Soviet Union. 


Today, more than 40 years after the abolition of the official structures of 
their church, many Ukrainian Catholics are still active in the western 
Ukraine. They regularly apply to the Soviet authorities for recognition as a 
legal confession. ... The Soviet government drew attention to their existence 
in 1984 when it offered them - unsuccessfully - legal status as an 
autocephalous church, independent of Rome. In the West, the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church has about fifteen dioceses, with a large membership, especially in 
Canada, the USA and western Europe. It also has a cardinal, Miroslav 
Lubachivsky, who lives in Rome. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Easter Message — Ecumenical Women's Decade' EPS 88.02.63 


This message was prepared by the "monitoring group" [EPS 88.02.06] for the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. The group is urging 
that it be read on Easter Sunday or during Eastertide this year. 


“And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
and Salome, brought spices so that they might go and anoint him. And very 
early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had 


risen. And they were saying to one another, ... Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the door of the tomb?" 


As these women of faith set out on a journey to perform an act of love they 
remembered the stone - an obstacle they would have to deal with before they 


could be with their Saviour. And they ask each other, Who will roll the 
stone away? 


When they look up they find the tomb stone rolled away. And they are 
astonished. Yet they have the courage to enter into the tomb. It.£6 
empty. The angel says to them, Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see the place 
where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples... 


At this Easter season the churches set out on a journey of faith in solidarity 
with women. We will encounter many stones - obstacles that will have to be 
rolled out of the way so that we may become a new and living community. We 
today ask each other, Who will roll the stone away? 


There are practices and teachings in the churches that are obstacles to 
women's creative theological spiritual and decision-making contribution in 
church and society. There are structures and patterns of leadership and 
ministry that block partnership between women and men. We ask ourselves, 
Who will roll the stone away? 


We as a church must recognise that in most instances women experience the 
worse effects of poverty, economic injustice, racism, casteism, militarism and 
in denial of land and minority rights. Women are the poorest of the poor, 
always with limited access to food, education and paid work. Women's bodies 
are abused by medical technology and sold into prostitution. Women are the 
victims of various forms of violence. Women of the world are asking: Who 
will roll the stone away? 


We as church are not free from idolatries and power structures that oppress 
people. We do not always admit that we sin by creating and justifying 
obstacles that destroy God's purposes for the earth. We do not empower women 
to challenge oppressive structures in the global community, our country and 
our church. We as women and men are called to repent and together we say: 
We will roll the stone away. 


We as a church celebrate the visions and commitment of women to the struggles 
for justice, peace and the integrity of creation in our wounded world. Women 
and men created in the image of God are today all invited to take part in the 
human responsibility of caring for all of life. 


During the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, we as a 
church will rise up and identify the obstacles to women's full and active 
participation in church an society. We will work to remove the obstacles. 
We will affirm women's perspectives and contributions. We will pluck up and 
break down, build and plant. We will participate with God in transforming 
the world. We will say to each other, We will roll the stone away. 


We will become a new and living community in Christ, a growing stream of 
resurrection people, a people of God on a faith journey of hope. We will be 
filled with the inevitable fears and doubts caused by the stones we will 
encounter on the way, but we will move on compelled by love. We will find 


the challenge of the risen Saviour. Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 
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ECUTEXT: ‘WCC UN Testimony on Southern Africa’ EPS 88.02.64 


This is excerpted from the oral intervention (10 February) by Jean Sindab, 
programme secretary with the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council 
of Churches, to the 44th Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, meeting 
this month and next in Geneva. She spoke on behalf of the WCC Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. 


...- A study conducted by the University of Capetown's Institute of Criminology 
shows that torture of detainees is practised systematically on a widespread 
basis and is a central element in the South African repressive state 
apparatus. In a sample of 176 ex-detainees, all reported some form of 
coercion, and 93 percent of the blacks were subjected to physical abuse. 

This included beatings, assault with implements, electrical shock, 
strangulation, suspension in the air, genital abuse, crushed fingernails, and 


Sleep deprivation. The Detainees' Parents Support Committee has_ also 
collected statements from detainees, which corroborate the findings of that 
study. Evidence is also provided by community doctors, lawyers and social 


workers. ... 


I now turn my attention to Namibia. ... The Namibian churches and church 
people come under special attack from the South African regime, since they are 
virtually the only channels through which the voice of protest can be heard in 
Namibia. Detention without trial is the order of the day - just in January, 
14 new arrests were made, and as is the case with all the others, they 
included mostly church people and educators. 


The issue of forced conscription of Namibians into South Africa's army is 
another serious violation in international norms and of the right of Namibians 
to aspire to freedom. The South African regime is "Namibianizing" the armed 
conflict between the South African occupational forces and the Namibian people 
by forcing brother to fight against brother. ... 


I turn now to the Frontline States [which border South Africa], where the 
situation could not be any worse, particularly in Mozambique and Angola. 
There, as a result of the war and economic destabilization, the infant and 
child mortality rates are the highest in the world: between 325-375 per 
thousand live births for children under five. 


...- The churches have not been blind to the worsening conditions in southern 
Africa. At the meeting of church leaders and liberation movements convened 
by the Programme to Combat Racism of the WCC in May last year in Lusaka [EPS 
87.05.68], a new level of opposition to apartheid was reached. ... 


At the World Council of Churches, we are placing even more emphasis on the 
southern African situation in the light of the crisis. 4 May will be the 
10th anniversary of the Kassinga massacre, when over 500 Namibian refugees 
were slaughtered by South African forces at a refugee camp in Angola. To 
commemorate this, the Programme to Combat Racism has organized a "World Day of 
Prayer for a Free Namibia". 


In Washington, D.C., also in May, we are holding hearings on Namibia, where 
distinguished panelists will hear testimonies on the situation in Namibia. 
There will also be an Eminent Churchpersons' Group which will visit Western 
countries. They will advocate, inter alia, the implementation of UN 
Resolution 435, comprehensive, mandatory sanctions, and the diplomatic 
isolation of the Afrikaaner Nationalist regime and its expulsion from all 
United Nations agencies. 


...- The World Council of Churches urges ... urgent action on the case of the 
Sharpeville Six, who will otherise be hung within the next few days. ...[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/06) 


EPS 88.02.62 (misnumbered as 87.02.62), should begin: "This year, Christians 
«sea remeelebrating wy. it! 


In EPS 87.12.93, in line three, change stated clerk to moderator. Robert 
Cobain, information officer of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, writes to 
note that Fleming was "voicing his own personal opinion, and not that of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland." 


A second packet of resource material on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation is available, focusing on the theme “covenant/covenanting". Write 
WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#3, 11 February) on Mozambican refugees in Malawi is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Hong Kong Call to Conversion, an initial report about the consultation 
sponsored in Hong Kong 4-8 January by the Theology Working Group of the 
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization, and the Theological Commission of 
the World Evangelical Fellowship, is being circulated. 


Two reports by Kubrom Habtai on the Bighth General Assembly (25-27 November) 
of the Sudan Council of Churches (25-27 November) are available from EPS. 
The SCC includes Independent, Oriental Orthodox, Anglican, Reformed, Eastern 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholic membership. 


Jobs available: Church Women United, an ecumenical organization in the 
United States, is looking for a new general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 
3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 19129. United Methodist News Service is 
looking for a news director for its New York office, to succeed the retiring 
Frances Smith, a former editor of EPS. Contact Thomas McAnally, Box 320, 
Nashville TIN 37202. Among jobs currently or soon to be open at the WCC 
(Personnel Office, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) are lecturer at the Ecumenical 
Institute, audio-visual editor, church and society director, world mission and 
evangelism director, five posts within the inter-church aid commission 
(secretary for finance, communication coordinator, director of the Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund, refugee/resettlement officer (Asia and the Pacific), 
secretary for African refugees), Christian Medical Commission director, 
programme secretary for family education, and executive secretary for biblical 
studies. 


Material to mark World YWCA Day (27 April) is available from the World YWCA, 
37, Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Viadimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
OT teas. 19 LE Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 23 February. The 
next is scheduled for 1 March. EPS deadlines are at 8h00 GMI Mondays. On 
request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask (and 
pay) for full texts. EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 
69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French 
francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


52 ANGLICAN BISHOPS WARN Ecumenical Press 
AGAINST WOMEN AS BISHOPS Service 88.03.01 


LONDON — An Ash Wednesday (17 February) statement by 52 Anglican bishops says 
the addition of women to their number would "call in question the continuance 
of the Anglican Communion". The signatories include 44 heads of dioceses, 
four suffragan or assistant bishops, and four who are retired. There are 
about 450 Anglican dioceses worldwide. 


Heads of dioceses who signed include eight from England, four from Scotland, 
eight from Australia, seven from the United States, six from southern Africa, 
four from the West Indes, two from southern South America, two from Japan, and 
one each from Tanzania, central Africa, and the Indian Ocean. 


"We do not consider that the churches of the Anglican Communion have authority 
to change the historic tradition of the church that the Christian ministerial 
priesthood is male", the bishops say. Mutual tolerance and respect among the 
parts of Anglicanism has been "greatly strained", they add, because several 
hundred women are now Anglican priests in different parts of the world. 


The bishops call the ordination of women as priests or bishops "clearly 
inconsistent with the tradition of the church since New Testament times", and 
"opposed by the greater part of the church today." Any change, they say, must 
have a "clear ecumenical consensus". 


Most Anglican bishops in the United States have said they would support, or at 
least not oppose, consecration of a woman as a bishop should one be elected by 
a US Anglican diocese [EPS 87.10.40]. [EPS] 


SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP Ecumenical Press 
INCLUDES TWO CHURCH PEOPLE Service 88.03.02 


GENEVA - Two church people - Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Archbishop Kirill of 
Smolensk, and Baptist General Secretary Alexi Bichkov - were part of the 
Soviet delegation to the 44th Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, 
which concludes this month. 


The inclusion of church people on such Soviet delegations is unprecedented 
since the 1917 revolution which brought communism to power, although another 
Russian Orthodox prelate was a member of the Soviet delegation to the assembly 
of the UN agency Unesco last year. Kirill called it a "result of a new 
situation in our society" since reforms introduced by Soviet Communist Party 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Kirill said Russian Orthodox bishops accepted the invitation to be part of the 
delegation because of possibilities it offered for "dialogue" with the Soviet 
government and public and the "world community", and to make a "more authentic 
witness" about the situation of Soviet believers. Kirill said both he and 
Bichkov spoke to that question during the session. In his presentation, 
Kirill described current Soviet church-state relations as "quite normal, under 
the existing legislation governing activities of religious associations." 


Kirill offered his personal view that church reaction to any such future 
invitations should reflect a judgment about their importance for internal 
relations and external witness. 


He said his days at the commission meeting reminded him of the "very important 
role" of the World Council of Churches there because it is a "real fellowship 
and [church] family" across national and confessional boundaries. [EPS] 


NETHERLANDS: ROUNDUP OF Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENTS Service 88.03.03 


AMSTERDAM - Reformed urge faithfulness in Aids response: The moderamen 
(board) of the synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) has written to 
church councils, ministers, and synod support bodies commending faithfulness 
to one's spouse as a way to combat the spread of the Aids virus. According to 
the February NHK Bulletin, the moderamen's approach was “warmly welcomed" by 
the "more conservative wing" of the denomination, and it was criticized by 
boards of regional church institutions and "pressure groups". 


Reformed mission board considers sexual equality: The Reformed Board of 
Mission says it will consider the extent to which its decisions contribute to 
sexual equality in The Netherlands and overseas. The board is to give 
attention to its policy decisions, financial aid, composition of board 
delegations, and choice of overseas partners and appointments. 


Joint Reformed commission on BEM questions: NHK and GKN, the two principal 
Dutch Reformed denominations, have formed a joint commission to consider a 
variety of questions related to baptism, eucharist, and ministry. Topics for 
study include the dedication rather than baptism of children, whether children 
should be permitted to receive communion, whether confirmed members who never 
commune should be allowed to be elders, and whether elders who are re-elected 
should be re-ordained. 


Ecumenical council backs end to US executions: The Council of Churches in 
The Netherlands has written to its counterpart in the United States in support 
of efforts to abolish capital punishment there. The Dutch council includes 
Reformed (NHK, GKN, Remonstrant), Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, Lutheran, 
Mennonite, Brethren, and Quaker membership. 


Czechoslovak, Romanian prisoners on Reformed agenda: The annual letter- 
writing campaign organized by the Reformed General Diaconal Council and the 
Centre for Mission and Service of the Reformed Churches in The Netherlands 
(GKN) is directed this year on behalf of "prisoners of conscience" in 
Czechoslovakia and Romania. According to a report last month from the 
Netherlands Reformed Church, the national bodies ask local diaconal councils 
to write such letters "in the hope that they will help ameliorate the 
conditions of the prisoners involved, and possibly even lead to their release." 


Ecumenical council asks poverty inquiry: The Council of Churches in The 
Netherlands is calling for a parliamentary inquiry into the extent of poverty 
in The Netherlands. It suggests there is more than government officials admit. 


Reformed agencies on Philippines, Palau Islands: Missionary and interchurch 
aid organizations of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) are urging prayer 
for the people of the Philippines, Filipino Christians, and the families and 
communities of those who have been murdered. The request follows "reports 
that government-supported vigilante or para-military organizations regard 
Christians and church workers who are active in the struggle against poverty 
as a threat." The NHK organizations have also joined others in urging the 
Dutch government to press for a thorough UN investigation of the US role in 
the Palau Islands in the Pacific. 


Support for preservation of old church buildings asked: The 18-—-denomination 
Interchurch Contact for Government Affairs group is asking the government 
minister responsible for the country's historic buildings to subsidize the 
restoration and upkeep of more than 500 church buildings currently being run 
by local volunteers. In exchange, the buildings would be open as museums and 
cultural meeting places. [EPS] 


FINLAND: BISHOP REFUSES; WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
TO BE ORDAINED BY OTHER BISHOPS Service 88.03.04 


OULU - The first ordinations of women as priests in the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church of Finland (SELK) are scheduled for 6 March, except in the diocese here 
which covers the northern part of the country. Its bishop, Olavi Rimpildinen, 
is the only one of the eight SELK bishops refusing to ordain women. 


However, following a meeting of the bishops last month, a procedure to allow 
women in his diocese to be ordained was announced. Rimpildinen has reportedly 
agreed to it. 


It provides that the ten or so lectors (theologically-trained women rostered 
by the church) in his diocese who wish to be ordained will be given 
appointments in other dioceses - either on paper, or in reality for a brief 
period - so that the bishops of those dioceses can ordain them. 


SELK Archbishop John Vikstroém says action had to be taken to ensure that 
"lectors and parishes in the Diocese of Oulu get what the [SELK] synod says 
they are entitled to." 


As a result of SELK synod action last year [EPS 87.11.128], the country's 
Ecclesiastical Act was amended to allow for such ordinations. Another 
resolution okayed by the synod, affirming that there must be freedom of 
conscience within the SELK for those who do not approve of such ordinations, 
does not have the force of law. 


In his opening address to the bishops, Vikstrom urged all involved to show 
"moderation, patience, and humility" now that the ordinations are imminent. 
Citing the biblical example of Gamaliel (Acts 5), he said church members must 
be allowed to decide for themselves whether this step is or is not of God. 


He also suggested that priorities would be incorrect if women's ordination 
remained a main focus. of attention. "In the midst of unemployment, 
homelessness, loneliness, and many other forms of alienation, we in the church 
cannot confine ourselves to arguing about the ordination of women in our own 
secure environment", he observed. "Otherwise, both the church's work and its 
credibility will suffer badly." 


Meanwhile, the question of what to do with the office of lector, established 
in 1963 for theologically-trained women who were not then allowed to become 
priests, is now being debated. 


A synod-appointed committee suggests that it be retained, but that lectors no 
longer be allowed to administer confirmation or take the eucharist after 
parish worship to people who are sick. 


Lectors would continue to be able to assist in distributing the eucharist 
during parish worship, and to preach (with the pastor's consent). The main 
tasks of the post - education and spiritual care - would remain unchanged. 


According to the SELK Information Centre, the committee's recommendations have 
been criticized by those who do not want the lector's responsibilities 
restricted, and by those who wish to open the office to men (which the 


committee did not propose). 


The SELK bishops have endorsed continuation of the office. The synod is to 
take up the report in May. [EPS] 


WCC'S CASTRO REFLECTS ON Ecumenical Press 
ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS Service 88.03.05 


GENEVA -— In his latest occasional letter [EPS 88.03.32], General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches sees both difficulties and 
bright spots in the continuing "common ecumenical pilgrimage" of the World 
Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church, its principal non-member. 


Castro observes that the "different natures of the two organisms" was among 
reasons the Vatican gave when it declined an invitation to be a co-inviter 
with the WCC to a 1990 Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC) [EPS 88.01.04; 87.02.04]. Castro calls that disappointing, but 
notes that the Vatican is "encouraging national and regional bishops’ 
conferences to participate fully in national and regional JPIC events." 


Recognizing that “reciprocal recognition of ministry" is an obstacle to 
sharing some sacraments, Castro asks, "Is it possible to make ‘hospitality' 
the word for today at the Lord's table, even as we continue to work ... 
towards reciprocal recognition ...?" 


"The commitment to unity [by the Roman Catholic Church] is there", he says, 
though "nothing is gained by minimizing the seriousness of the difficulties 
before us. ... We must go more deeply into the nature of the relations that 
can and should be established between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC", 
he suggests. "Above all", he adds, “we need to grow in local ecumenism, 
because from there the necessary challenge and inspiration will come." [EPS] 


Church organizations join in Kampuchea appeal EPS 88.03.06 
ZURICH — Thirty-four non-governmental organizations from Europe, Japan, North 
America, and Australia, including several with church connections, launched an 
information and solidarity campaign with the people of Kampuchea. It includes 
an appeal for humanitarian aid independent of political pressure, and for 
political initiatives for Kampuchean peace and independence. Vietnam invaded 
Kampuchea in 1978, overthrowing the Pol Pot government (during whose rule, 
more than a million Cambodians are estimated to have been killed). [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Lutheran president reports many churches reopened EPS 88.03.07 
ADDIS ABABA - Lutheran World Information reports (18 February) that according 
to President Francis Stephanos of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church 
Mekane Yesus, many EECMY churches and prayer houses have been reopened in the 
past three years. He said government closure orders in the early 1980s were 
locally issued, and "it is not known if there ever was a national plan to 
close churches." [EPS] 


Nordic, southern African church co-operation discussed EPS 88.03.08 
GRANAVOLDEN (Norway) - About 80 participants from Angola, Botswana, Namibia, 
Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, and Sweden discussed economic and cultural cooperation of the church 
in the Nordic and southern African regions (here, 4-7 February). Among items 
on the agenda were ending apartheid and war in southern Africa, development 
efforts, assistance to southern African countries, and sharing human 
resources. The meeting was organized by the Nordic Ecumenical Institute and 
the Council on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway. [EPS] 


Latin American Lutheran communicators meet EPS 88.03.09 
MANAGUA - About 25 Latin American Lutheran communicators met (here, 1-6 
February) for the General Assembly of their organization, Lutherans United in 
Communication. Theme for the meeting was "Christian Communication in Today's 
Latin American Reality". [EPS] 


Philippines: Methodists suspend regional ecumenical membership EPS 88.03.10 
MANILA —- In the wake of the expulsion of the Christian Conference of Asia from 
its headquarters in Singapore [EPS 88.01.01; 02.10], the United Methodist 
Church in the Philippines (part of the US-based denomination) has voted to 
suspend its CCA membership. [EPS] 


Kenya: president urges church to help end tribalism, division EPS 88.03.11 
KABARAK — Speaking here to a delegation from the Anglican diocese of Eldoret, 
Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi urged the church to help rid Africa of 
tribalism and division. He also suggested that church and government have 
complementary roles in improving the welfare of the people, and that teachers 
who sexually assualt pupils should be dealt with severely. [EPS] 


Kenya: release of detainees wins church leaders" praise EPS 88.03.12 
NAIROBI - Two prominent Kenyan church leaders have praised President Daniel 
arap Moi's release last month of nine political detainees. The two were 
Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge, and Past Presbyterian Moderator John Gatu. 
[EPS] 


Kenya: non—party members denied communion EPS 88.03.13 
KISUMU - John Pesa, a priest who heads the Holy Ghost Hermitic (Coptic) 
Church, says he has denied the eucharist to members of the denomination who 
are not members of KANU, the country's only legal party. Pesa is also a 
candidate for a rural parliamentary seat. [EPS] 


Sudan: ecumenical Christian education syllabus being designed EPS 88.03.14 
KHARTOUM - Representatives of Sudan's main denominations - Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Oriental Orthodox, Reformed, Independent - are working on an 
ecumenical syllabus for Christian education. Also being considered is the 
establishment of an ecumenical Christian education institute. [EPS] 


El Salvador: Lutherans set up solidarity secretariat EPS 88.03.15 
SAN SALVADOR - The Lutheran Church of El Salvador has announced formation of 
its own legal services and human rights office, the Secretariat of Solidarity. 
[EPS] 


Sweden: ecumenical efforts for peace EPS 88.03.16 
STOCKHOLM - The Women's Ecumenical Council of Sweden is urging an expression 
of solidarity with Central American children by a one-day fast with prayer for 
them, and the peace plan for the region; sending postcard messages of support 
for peace to the Central American presidents, and by making a contribution for 
Central America equal to what one might spend in Sweden for food for one day. 
Meanwhile, the Swedish Ecumenical Council (SEN) is circulating a statement, 
"Choose Life! Towards a Strategy for a Life in Peace and Justice”. It 
Suggests a strategy to move towards a "post-military society". Among proposed 
SEN projects towards that end is an international seminar where both 
non-violence in liberation struggles and civilian-based defence arrangements 
would be discussed. [EPS] 


South Africa: white denomination eases racial restrictions EPS 88.03.17 
POCHEFSTROOM - At its synod here, the white Reformed Church in South Africa 
(GKSA) formally rescinded earlier stands against multiracial worship and in 
favour of separate congregations for people of different races. The changes 
were prompted partly by the Christian Reformed Church of North America, with 
which the GKSA is in "ecclesiastical fellowship". In another action, a 
commission which has studied for nine years the status of women in the church 
said it could not offer advice. The synod decided women may vote in 
congregational meetings to elect members of church councils, but there is "no 
place for a woman in church office", as deacon, elder, or minister. [EPS] 


Kenya: church leaders not exempted from voting process EPS 88.03.18 
NAIROBI - Burudi Nabwera, secretary general of KANU, Kenya's only legal party, 
said in a tv interview last month that no provisions were to be made to exempt 
church leaders from having to make their choice public during the KANU 
nominations process (22 February). Nabwera was responding to Anglican Bishop 
David Gitari. He had asked about the exemptions (for religious leaders and 
some other categories) suggested earlier by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, 
so that these people could exercise their “constitutional right to vote". 
Moi's proposal followed vigorous objections from parts of the church to the 
non-secret voting in the nominations process [EPS 86.10.40]. Nabwera 
Suggested church leaders who object to the nominations procedure should 
abstain from it, and wait for the general elections (21 March), when voting is 
by secret ballot. [EPS] 


Netherlands: opposition voiced to church reunion EPS 88.03.19 
AMSTERDAM — NHK and GKN, the two principal Dutch Reformed denominations, are 
in a multi-year process of reunion [EPS 87.01.30]. However, 800 NHK 
ministers, elders, and deacons have sent the NHK synod a document objecting. 
They urge a continued "national church based on the current church order". 
NHK moderamen (council) says the unity decision is unlikely to be reversed. 
[EPS] 


50 US Anglican bishops won't preside while in England EPS 88.03.20 
NEW YORK —- About 50 US Anglican bishops have signed a "statement of 
conscience" declining to preside at the eucharist (except for conference— 
related events) while they are in England for the Lambeth Conference, the 
global meeting of Anglican bishops, later this year. The bishops say that it 
is because the [Anglican] Church of England refuses to allow female Anglican 
priests from other parts of the world to function as priests when they visit 
England. Several hundred priests of the Episcopal Church are women. [EPS] 


Sweden: Reformed-Baptist congregations supported EPS 88.03.21 
STOCKHOLM — A survey of 40 Swedish congregations which are part of both the 
Swedish Baptist Union and the [Reformed] Mission Covenant Church finds 
widespread support for the ecumenical ventures. "Considerable improvements" 
and "improvements" were cited in answer to most of the survey questions, about 
such things as evangelism, and membership. One of the united congregations 
suggests the two national denominations should also merge. [EPS] 


Philippines: bishops support restrictions on overseas domestics EPS 88.03.22 
MANILA - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines are supporting a 
government ruling, effective 1 March, which effectively bans persons from 
going abroad to work as domestics. The ban is to remain effective until the 
government is satisfied that safeguards have been established to prevent 
abuses in domestic-employer relationships. A bishops' letter (21 February) 
also asks the government to forbid Filipinos from working abroad as 
"entertainers", and urges it and other sectors to improve the economy so that 
Filipinos will not have to migrate to find work. An estimated three million 
Filipinos currently work overseas. And, observes a report from UCA News, 
their earnings sent back to the Philippines (1.5 billion US dollars last year) 
"keep the country economically afloat. The country's overseas workers have 
become the Philippines' biggest growth industry." [EPS] 


Chile: Chilean president gets church award EPS 88.03.23 
SANTIAGO - Gabriel Faddoul, the Antiochian [Eastern] Orthodox archbishop here, 
has given Chilean President Augusto Pinochet the Order of Saints Peter and 
Paul, in “recognition of his courageous patriotic work". Newspaper reports 
indicate that the other two Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions in the country - 
the Ecumenical and Moscow Patriarchates - are unhappy with the award. Some 
segments of the church have severely criticized Pinochet's nearly two decades 
of rule for human-rights violations. [EPS] 


New Vatican directory on ecumenism projected EPS 88.03.24 
ROME —- Speaking last month to a meeting of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, Pope John Paul referred to an upcoming new edition 
of the Vatican's ecumenical directory, to take account of developments since 
the first one was issued (in two parts, in 1967 and 1970). The revised 
directory, the pope said, should "deepen and advance in and orderly way the 
ecumenical situation." It is to "place no obstacles whatsoever along the path 
of Providence, nor to prejudge future impulses of the Holy Spirit." [EPS] 


Pope releases new document on church social teaching EPS 88.03.25 
ROME —- In his seventh encyclical (teaching letter), released last month, Pope 
John Paul calls the division of the world into two opposed power blocs one of 
the causes of under-development in the world. In the 105-page, seven-chapter 
encyclical, "Sollicitudo Rei Sociali", the words with which it begins in 
Latin, the pope also denounces the production, accumulation, and sale of arms 
as another major obstacle to development. The new document was issued 20 
years after Pope Paul VI's document covering similar themes, "Populorum 
Progressio". [EPS] 


Coptic pope: no pilgrimages because of Palestinian situation EPS 88.03.26 
CAIRO — In an interview last month with the Swiss church news agency APIC, 
Pope Shenouda III, head of the Coptic [Oriental] Orthodox Church, which 
includes most of Egypt's Christian minority, reiterated Coptic opposition to 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land as long as "the original inhabitants of 
Palestine, our Palestinian brothers who live in exile, as well as our Arab 
brothers from other Arab countries, are not allowed by Israel to come to 
Palestine. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land may seem to be a religious 
question", Shenouda observed, "but in fact, pilgrimage is linked to a much 
more complex political problem." He added that so far as he knows, Christians 
of other traditions in Egypt follow a similar policy. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: church effort helps victims of South African violence EPS 88.03.27 
HARARE - An ecumenical "Heal the Wounds" campaign is underway here to help 
victims of a wave of South Africa-backed violence against neighbouring 
countries. The effort is sponsored by the Zimbabwe Christian Council, Society 
of Friends (Quakers) and Fellowship of Reconciliation. Those to be aided in 
the first phase are people injured by shrapnel, families whose homes have been 
destroyed, and two children whose mother was killed in attacks blamed on the 
South Africans. An ironic first major contribution - 1200 US dollars - came 
from the Lonrho Corporation, a UK-based multinational widely criticized here 
last year when it expanded its investments in South Africa. [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical council deplores way white Lutherans left EPS 88.03.28 
WINDHOEK - Expressing "regret" at the withdrawal from the Council of Churches 
of Namibia by the small, white German Evangelical Lutheran Church (DELK) [EPS 
87.09.63], the CCN Executive Committee "“deplore[d]" the way DELK went about 
it, noting among other things, "a press statement ... issued by DELK in which 
unsubstantiated allegations against the CCN were furnished as _ 'factors 
contributing towards this decision'." Repudiating four DELK allegations, the 
committee called the withdrawal a "blow to ecumenical relations in Namibia and 
... southern Africa", and spoke of the "heavy implications and repercussions 
for the possibilities of church unity in the Lutheran family within Namibia 
and worldwide." Most Namibians are Lutherans who belong to the two mostly 
‘black Lutheran denominations which continue as CCN members. [EPS] 


Canada: continued ecumenical work with Native peoples seen EPS 88.03.29 

TORONTO -— The 10 denominations who were part of Project North, an ecumenical 
coalition in support of Canada's Native peoples which disbanded last year [EPS 
87.10.16] have agreed to a process meant to lead to a resumption of its work 


by the end of this year. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.03.30 


Lance Steicke is the new president of the Lutheran Church of Australia. A 
pastor, and director of the LCA radio/tv ministry since 1979, he succeeds the 
retiring Leslie Grope. 


David Gill is to be the new general secretary of the Australian Council of 
Churches. Gill, who is to take up his post late this year, has been general 
secretary of the assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia since January 
1980. In the 1970s, he worked at the World Council of Churches. He succeeds 
Jean Skuse, who will devote full time to preparatory work for the WCC 
Seventh Assembly, in Canberra in February 1991. 


Effective 1 May, David Atwood, now a tutor in peace studies at International 
Quaker College (Woodbrooke, Birmingham, England), is general secretary of the 
International Fellowship of Reconciliation. He succeeds Jim Forest, who 
continues as IFOR communications secretary. 


John Muafangejo, a noted Namibian artist also known for his Christian faith, 
died suddenly at his home in Windhoek (last 27 November). He was 47. James 
Kauluma, the Anglican bishop of Namibia, said Muafangejo “had a gift to 
express the life and faith and politics of our people. It is a tragic loss." 


Bill Bright, founder and president of Campus Crusade for Christ, is to give 
"all my time", to New Life 2000, a "strategy to train literally hundreds of 
millions of people" to bring the gospel to the world's population by 2000. 
The organization is a coalition of denominations and personalities. Billy 
Graham is honorary chair of its 1000-member advisory board. 


Four global officers have been elected to lead the United Bible Societies 
after 1988. They are Cirilo Rigos, a minister of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines (general secretary); Geoffrey Hill, an English 
Anglican who is finance director of the British and Foreign Bible Society; 
and John Dean and Philip Oliver, both world service officers (each 
relating to two of the four UBS regions). Dean has held a similar post since 
1973. Oliver is currently Anglican archdeacon of Sydney and Cumberland. 


Long-time missionary Tyko Holgersson has been awarded the 1987 cultural 
prize of the Swedish Christian Education organization. 


Theo Sorg is the new bishop of the Evangelical [Lutheran] Church in 
Wiirrtemberg. He succeeds the retiring Hans von Keler. 


Charles Ranson an ecumenical veteran in the area of mission and theological 
education, died of a heart attack (23 January) at his home in Delray Beach, 
Florida/USA. He was 84. After serving as an Irish Methodist missionary in 
India from 1929 to 1945, he was research secretary, then general secretary of 
the International Missionary Council. In 1958, he became director of the 
Theological Education Fund, which fostered theological training in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. Both the IMC and TEF subsequently became parts of 
the World Council of Churches. 


Geneviéve Camus—Jacques is the new general secretary of Cimade, the French 
ecumenical aid organization. She is currently executive secretary of the 
programme for refugees, migrants, and human rights of the World YWCA in 
Geneva. From 1 September she succeeds Marc Brunschweiler. 


Kaj Engstrom, a Swedish-speaking parish pastor in the Evangelical-—Lutheran 
Church of Finland, is, from August, the new director of the Nordic Ecumenical 
Institute, in Uppsala. He succeeds Ola Tjorholm of Norway. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/T.K. Thomas: 'Singapore's Action Against the CCA' EPS 88.03.31 


Thomas is WCC publications editor, and a former staff member of the Christian 
Conference of Asia. This item appears in longer form in the March issue of 
the WCC magazine One World. 


... Within the CCA fellowship are more than 95 member churches and 15 national 
councils in 17 countries (including Australia and New Zealand). ... For many 
years the CCA followed a decentralized pattern of work. There was a small 
office in Bangkok, but most members of staff worked out of their home 
countries. 


As its membership and activities expanded it was necessary to centralize the 
work. The CCA moved its office to Singapore in 1974, and most of the staff 
took up residence in the economically booming city-state. 


On the morning of 30 December 1987, when officers of the Special Branch, 
Immigration, and related departments of the Singapore government "visited" the 
CCA office [EPS 88.01.01], most of the executive staff were travelling. Those 
in the office were asked to collect their personal belongings and leave. A 
notice was put up to the effect that the CCA was "dissolved". The CCA's bank 
accounts were frozen. Expatriate members of staff were asked to leave the 
country within two weeks. 


An official news release ... said that the government had ... "declared the 
expulsion" of the CCA, and that the minister for home affairs had, under 
provisions of the Societies Act, ordered the "dissolution" of the CCA and 
revoked the employment passes of the five CCA foreign executive officers in 
Singapore. The release went on to give reasons for such summary action. 


The CCA, it said, had breached the undertaking it gave in 1974, when it moved 
its headquarters to Singapore, "not to indulge in any political activity or 
allow its funds to be used for political purposes". It had been using 
Singapore as a base to support "liberation movements" in other Asian 
countries. It helped to fund "pro-communist movements, solidarity conferences 
and exchanges of political activities". 


CCA News, the regional conference's monthly news magazine, had been persuading 
its readers to involve themselves "in radical political activities". Its 
editorials exhorted readers to take up issues "which had nothing to do with 
the Christian faith". It regularly published articles on liberation theology. 
It highlighted church-state confrontations and appealed for "ecumenical 
solidarity with dissidents in trouble with the authorities”. 


What is more, CCA provided covert support for radical activists in Singapore 
itself. Indeed, elaborating on this theme, subversion in Singapore, took up 
the major part of the news release. ... The government "will not allow any 
foreign or regional organization in Singapore to meddle in the internal 
affairs of Singapore or to use Singapore as a base for political activities 
involving other countries." 


The government's action came without warning. But that's how it always happens 
in Singapore. The government does not believe in dialogue. It knows what is 
good for every citizen, and every non-citizen as well. Of course, the CCA 
knew it was being watched. But then all things and all people are being 
watched in Singapore. The situation did not seem critical enough for the CCA 
to consider seriously moving its headquarters to some other country. .. 

Shaking off the dust from one's feet as one leaves a house or a town can be 
more than a sacrament of failure. It can also indicate a measure of success in 


mission and witness. [over] 
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Almost the full text of the official press release was duly carried in 
Singapore's Straits Times of 31 December. Without comment. And sandwiched 
between two major news stories (the Skills Development Fund training budget is 
to be doubled and the import duty on sugar lifted) and a minor item (Canadians 
were facing sexually active new year celebrations without condoms because of 
dwindling supplies of latex from Malaysian rubber trees). 


This last, when you come to think of it, is a sober reminder of the 
interdependence of peoples and nations, which the Singapore government does 
not seem to appreciate. ... 


There are two main charges brought up against the CCA. First, that it is 
involved in politics. Second, that it has interfered in the domestic affairs 
of Singapore. If there is no truth in these charges, it is up to the CCA to 
refute them. And if there is, to explain. This the CCA will do in good time. 


Meanwhile, two comments may be in order: the first a personal one, the second 
a general one. 


I have been involved with the CCA since 1978. During the six years I edited 
the CCA News, I cannot recollect at any time commenting on the internal 
affairs of Singapore. Not because I approved of them; simply because there was 
no pressure from the churches in Singapore to expose, question, or protest, 
and we did not want to make things difficult for them - and awkward for the 
CCA itself. 


I never commented on Singapore's organized and banal efforts to cultivate 
courtesy or acquire culture, not even on the periodic exhortations to 
graduates to increase and multiply and non-graduates to limit their families. 
And I took pains to refrain from commenting on the government's consistent 
suppression of all opposition to or even criticism of its policies. 


But on emperor worship in Japan we had plenty to say. On the anti-Marcos 
movement in the Philippines, the military regime in Korea and the democratic 
aspirations of the Korean people, the infamous 1975 emergency in India, the 
Vietnamese role in Kampuchea, the human rights violations in totalitarian 
States and dictatorships elsewhere - on these and a hundred other issues local 
churches shared with us their experiences and reactions and we shared them 
with our constituency through the CCA News. 


If all this is involvement in politics - and that is my more general comment - 
the CCA has always been political. As the WCC has been, as all regional 
ecumenical bodies have been, and as all churches and Christian people must be. 


If the CCA's expulsion from Singapore provides an opportunity for churches and 
councils in Asia - including the churches and council in Singapore - to 
rethink their role in national and international politics, then we should be 
grateful to the Singapore government. 


Such political involvement is not a new departure for the CCA. All its 
assemblies have urged it to be so involved. ... Perhaps the most succinct 
comment on this issue is contained in a report of the 1937 Oxford Conference 
on Church, Community and State which provided so many seminal ideas for the 
development of ecumenical thought: "It is true that our Lord told his 
disciples to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the 
things that are God's. But it is God who declares what is Caesar's." 


That's why Caesars either co-opt God - or declare themselves to be gods. 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'WCC-Roman Catholic Relations' EPS 88.03.32 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from his March "occasional letter". 


--- The Vancouver Assembly [of the WCC, in 1983] called on the churches to 
enter into "a conciliar process of mutual commitment (covenant) for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation". ... This invitation struck a responsive 
chord. From many quarters came strong voices that the churches come together 
in a council for peace at the highest possible level of authority, in order to 
appeal to world public opinion and to the world powers. 


Very soon, however, it was clear that the term "ecumenical council" could not 
be maintained because of its ecclesiological implications. For several WCC 
member churches, an ecumenical council would be a meeting of bishops and 
representatives of all the churches, but it would also presuppose reciprocal 
recognition of churches and ministers - and unhappily that is not yet the case. 


Nor could a council involving the highest authorities of the church 
accommodate the participation of those many ecumenical Christian action groups 
in the very frontlines of the search for peace, for justice and for ecological 
responsibility. 


The term "convocation" was then introduced as a way of indicating the breadth 
of the collective and co-operative nature of the event without implying more 
ecclesiological unity than has actually been manifested. It was hoped that 
this would facilitate the widest possible participation - not only of the WCC 
and its member churches, but also of the Roman Catholic Church and other 
churches who are not part of the WCC family, Christian world communions, and 
regional ecumenical organizations. 


In January 1987 the WCC Central Committee officially invited the Roman 
Catholic Church to enter into this process as co-inviter [EPS 87.02.04], with 
full participation in the group responsible for organizing the convocation. 
During all of 1987, our proposal was subjected to deep analysis and intensive 
consultation at different levels of the Roman Curia. 


We are thankful for the seriousness and enthusiasm with which many friends in 
Rome took the JPIC challenge - evidenced by the very positive fact that the 
Holy See will be seconding staff for the process and is ready to appoint 
highly gifted and responsible people to the organizing group. 


However, Rome considered it impossible to be co-inviter. Among other reasons, 
[Johannes] Cardinal Willebrands [president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity] wrote to me in December, this decision was due to 
the different natures of the two organisms - the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches. 


Years of growing co-operation and trust between the Holy See and WCC had 
encouraged us to try for a radical breakthrough in ecumenical history. But the 
limits to what is now possible are set by the realism of basic ecclesiological 
questions: Who speaks for the church? What degree of reciprocal church 
recognition would be implied by being co-inviters to the world convocation? 


Naturally, we are disappointed that the Roman Catholic Church felt unable to 
respond positively to our proposal. But we all live among tensions and 
ambiguities - our friends in Rome no less than we ourselves. Our common 
ecumenical pilgrimage continues; and this is not the end of it. [over] 
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At the same time, we are pleased that the Holy See is encouraging national and 
regional bishops' conferences to participate fully in national and regional 
JPIC events. So, for example, the Swiss Protestant Church Federation and the 
Roman Catholic bishops' conference have begun to plan together a national 
expression of common concern in this area. 


And next year in Basel, there will be a European Ecumenical Encounter on peace 
with justice, organized by the Conference of European Churches and the Council 
of European Bishops' Conferences. Word of other important events will be 
communicated to you regularly by my colleagues responsible for monitoring the 
JPIC process. 


Several observers have seen in the Roman Catholic response to the JPIC 
invitation further evidence for a "pessimistic" assessment of the state of 
Roman Catholic participation in the ecumenical movement. They also note that 
little progress is apparent in the pastoral approach to mixed marriages - 
which continue to be seen as a problem instead of a blessing - and even less 
on the question of eucharistic fellowship. 


Here once again we run up against the difficult ecclesiological question of 
the reciprocal recognition of ministries. At the same time, we may be 
permitted to pose some other kinds of theological questions. Having recognized 
the legitimacy of our baptism, are we not members of the same body of Christ, 
entitled to be received together at his table? 


Is it possible to make "hospitality" the word for today at the Lord's table, 
even as we continue to work, as we follow through the Baptism, Eucharist, and 
Ministry discussion, towards reciprocal recognition of ministry? Do we not all 
believe that in marriage something new, one and holy, is created? How can we 
continue to divide that unity - which many confess as a sacramental unity - at 
the Lord's table? 


The cries of God's people and the promptings of the Holy Spirit challenge - 
indeed oblige - us all to move more quickly towards that day of celebration, 
which we dare to anticipate in faith as a response to the high priestly prayer 
of Jesus Christ: "that they may be one, that the world may believe." 


The commitment toward unity is there. It is voiced when the pope says - as he 
did at the Ecumenical Centre in 1984 and has repeated subsequently - that the 
engagement of the Catholic Church in the ecumenical movement is irreversible. 
It is demonstrated in the long list of collaborative activities between the 
WCG and the Roman Catholic Church. It is incarnated in the hopeful reality of 
growing Catholic participation in national and regional councils of churches 
and other kinds of associations - including bilateral theological dialogues - 
and in various forms of common Christian witness. 


Nothing is gained by minimizing the seriousness of the difficulties before us, 
chief of which is surely the reciprocal recognition of the ministries and the 
specificity that might be recognized to the ministry of the bishop of Rome. 


... The Roman Catholic Church and other non-member churches will always have a 
place not only in the existing World Council but in the World Council that 
together could be shaped into an even better servant of the unity we all 
seek. The question is open once again. We need the prayerful support of all 
churches. We need the imagination and creativity of many theologians. We need 
the courage to look forward in faith. And above all we need to grow in local 
ecumenism, because it is from there that the necessary challenge and 
inspiration will come. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/07) 


My Neighbour - Myself: Visions of Diakonia, by Claudius Ceccon and Kristian 
Paludan, is a photo- and cartoon-illustrated "collection of stories compiled 
on the basis of interviews" during the November 1986 consultation in Cyprus on 
"Diakonia 2000" [EPS 86.11.55]. It costs 7.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 
or 3.25 UK pounds from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An “action gram" (16 February) on Indian land rights in Brazil is available 
from WCC/PCR. A dossier on Mozambique (February), and a situation report 
(#28, 24 February) on the drought and displaced persons in Ethiopia are 
available from WCC/CICARWS. A report on the human rights situation in 
Paraguay is available from WCC/HRROLA. The new (#10) Lay and Studies 
Newsletter, with a report on last November's consultation in Japan on 
justice, peace, and the integrity of creation, is available from WCC/RCL. 
"Go in Peace - Leave Us In Peace", the report of an International Ecumenical 
Delegation to Central America (3-15 December) is available (in English and 
Spanish) from WCC/CCIA. The address for each is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. United Methodist News Service is looking for a news director for its 
New York office, to succeed the retiring Frances Smith, a former editor of 
EPS. Contact Thomas McAnally, Box 320, Nashville TIN 37202. Among jobs 
currently or soon to be open at the WCC (Personnel Office, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) are lecturer at the Ecumenical Institute, audio-visual editor, 
church and society director, world mission and evangelism director, five posts 
within the inter-church aid commission (secretary for finance, communication 
coordinator, director of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, refugee/resettlement 
officer (Asia and the Pacific), secretary for African refugees), Christian 
Medical Commission director, programme secretary for family education, and 
executive secretary for biblical studies. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
wr 245° T9°"13)% Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 1 March. The 
next is scheduled for 8 March. EPS deadlines in March are 8h00 GMT on 
Mondays and Wednesday, 30 March. On request, EPS will send headlines by 
telex or telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


INTEGRITY OF CREATION Ecumenical Press 
ON ECUMENICAL AGENDA Service 88.03.33 


GRAN (Norway)(Marlin VanElderen) - The world is changing "too profoundly for 
conventional habits of thinking to grasp", Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland told an international ecumenical meeting (here, 25 February-3 
March). 


The church, she suggested, should join in "untraditional thinking", and take a 
role in "convincing all those who fear the future that there is hope." 


Brundtland gave the keynote ,address at a meeting of about 40 people from 
nearly 20 countries called by the World Council of Churches to explore the 
meaning of "the integrity of creation" - with "justice" and "peace" part of a 
current WCC emphasis (JPIC) prompted by its last assembly, in 1983. 


Brundtland chaired the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED), 
set up by the UN General Assembly in 1983. LasteApril, picts, report.,..“0ur 
Common Future", made recommendations for facing six major challenges 
confronting the world - population, food, species and ecosystems, energy, 
industry, and urbanization. 


The Norwegian prime minister called "the challenge of controlling our 
technical capability ... just as important as enhancing it." Since early 
times, she said, humanity has been able "to lay waste parts of our habitat, 
but it was not until we gained access to vast energy resources and put them to 
use that we acquired the irrevocable power to destroy the biosphere." 


Describing the atmosphere as "a fragile, closed system, not a limitless 
garbage disposal for by-products of industrialization", Brundtland mentioned 
several factors behind the WCED report's urgent warning that "present trends 
and policies ... will destroy the resource base on which we all depend.” 


She especially highlighted the dangers of climatic change, acidification, the 
"alarming" rate of loss of tropical rain forests and soil erosion. 


Echoing the WCED's call for "sustainable development", she recalled the 
commission's insistence that "environmental degradation and the unequal 
distribution of wealth and power are in reality different aspects of the same 
set of problems." 


At the same time, she said, the WCED report conveys a message of hope: 
"Humanity has the knowledge, technology, ingenuity and resources. If we use 
them correctly, we can adjust the course of development so that it enhances 
the resource base rather than degrades it. ... But for the necessary decisions 
to be made, we need a new vision and a stronger political will and 
determination. We need a new global system of ethics - practical ethics." 


Following Brundtland's address, the first three days of the meeting were 
devoted to hearing and discussing a variety of perspectives on creation and 
nature. 


Preman Niles, a WCC staff member responsible for JPIC issues, asked 
participants not only to seek links between perspectives on creation in 
various Christian and other religious traditions, but also to identify how 
concern for creation is inextricably connected with active commitment to 
justice and peace. 


Representatives of five other religions were present here - an Algerian-born 
Muslim professor from France, a rabbi, a Buddhist monk and a Sikh teacher from 
England, and a Trinidadian Hindu teaching at a US Lutheran college. [over] 
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Their participation, noted WCC Dialogue Director Wesley Ariarajah, reflects 
WCC recognition that JPIC concerns are shared by all humanity, and that the 
perspectives of people of other faiths should inform all ecumenical JPIC 
deliberations. 


In his presentation, George Tinker, a member of the Osage Nation (an American 
Indian group), a Lutheran pastor and a professor at Iliff Theological Seminary 
in Denver (Colorado/USA), offered a moving account of how indigenous peoples 
around the world look at creation. 


Despite differences of language, environment, beliefs, and stories, he said, 
all indigenous peoples preserve the understanding that "we are of the earth; 
we have come from the earth; we are related to all the created realm". 


But, for the past 500 years, he observed, they have been deprived of the 
possibility to live out this insight as their lands have been violated and 
stolen by colonial and economic powers - a testimony echoed by two Maori 
participants from Aotearoa (New Zealand). 


Describing himself as pleased that the ecumenical movement is showing "a new 
concern for Mother Earth as a living being", Tinker contended that the order 
iff Plc. is incorrect, 


He argued that creation must come first, as it does in the creeds of the 
church; that justice is a concern for maintaining all of creation in its 
wholeness; and that peace follows naturally from the practice of justice. 


Recalling stories told at a consultation last December in Geneva of the 
"life-affirming actions of women the world over", Aruna Gnanadason, executive 
secretary of the All India Council of Christian Women, said “women are the 
primary victims of the ecological crisis; and the struggle against the 
repression of women must be linked with the struggle against the degradation 
of the environment". 


An Eastern Orthodox perspective on creation was outlined by Stanley Harakas, 
professor of Christian ethics at Holy Cross Theological School in Boston 
(Massachusetts, USA). He introduced and explained a theological document 
produced by an inter-Orthodox consultation on creation, held in Sofia, 
Bulgaria, in November 1987 [EPS 87.11.47]. 


Johan Schasching, a Jesuit who was one of four Vatican participants at the 
consultation, related JPIC to Pope John Paul II's recent encyclical letter 
{EPS 88.03.25]. 


In both cases, Schasching said, the accent is on the global context of these 
issues and the need for deeper theological reflection, including broadened 
attention to the relationship of humanity and creation. 


Plenary sessions here were also devoted to presentations of work related to 
the integrity of creation done by several other WCC sub-units, including Faith 
and Order, Youth, the Christian Medical Commission, and Church and Society. 
[EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA RESTRICTS 18 GROUPS; Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH LEADERS DETAINED, RELEASED Service 88.03.34 


CAPE TOWN - Special church services across South Africa were one form of 
protest against major South African restrictions (24 February) on 18 groups, 
including the United Democratic Front, actively opposing the government's 
policy of apartheid (race separation with white supremacy). 


Outside the Anglican cathedral here (29 February), Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, President Allan Boesak of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
President Khoza Mjojo of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Stephen Naidoo, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the 
South African Council of Churches, and other church leaders were detained. 


Leaving the cathedral, walking arm-in-—arm toward the parliament building with 
a protest letter for South African President P.W. Botha, the leaders knelt and 
prayed after police blocked their way. They were then arrested, held briefly, 
and released. They were told formal charges against them were being considered. 


The UDF and 16 other groups were banned from "carrying on or performing any 
activities or acts whatsoever" under Regulation 6(A) of South Africa's Public 
Safety Act of 1953. The Congress of South African Trade Unions was restricted 
to what the government considers labour activities. Some UDF officials were 
banned from working for it, writing articles, or giving speeches or interviews. 


Besides a collective statement from several South African church leaders [EPS 
88.03.62], there were many individual comments. Chikane called the decree 
"another draconian way of closing the doors for all organisations ... still 
committed to non-violent change in this country." The order allows the 18 to 
preserve assets, update records, and continue "administrative functions", but 
he said it still means "closing [them] down". 


Tutu called the decree "vicious and provocative". He said the government 
must be replaced by a "democratic, non-racial government", and that the "only 
peaceful way" to make it negotiate is "enforced and comprehensive diplomatic 
and economic sanctions". Boesak said “every single peaceful action we can 
take has now been criminalized", and as a result, more activists will go 
underground, with violence their only option. The country's Roman Catholic 
bishops urged "those in power" and "those who support them directly or by 
omission, to desist from this fruitless, systematic control by force." 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches expressed 
"shock and dismay" at the "new wave of repression" against groups "committed 
to peaceful transformation". He said the government seems determined to 
destroy all non-violent options; he urged redoubled efforts for "comprehensive 
and mandatory sanctions" to bring peaceful change, and described the South 
African church role as now “even more crucial". He offered WCC "prayers and 
solidarity" for the "new stage with greater demands." 


Other initial protest from overseas included statements from church leaders in 
the United States, the United Kingdom, and Italy, and from various Christian 
World Communions. Among them, the Lutheran World Federation voiced 


"disappointment and anger". 


The 16 other banned groups are the Azanian Peoples and Youth Organisations; 
Cradock Residents Association; Detainees and Detainees Parents Support 
Committees; National Education Crisis Committee; National Education Union of 
South Africa; Port Elizabeth Black Civic Organisation; Soweto, Western Cape, 
and Vaal Civic Associations; Cape, Soweto, and South African Youth Congresses; 
South African National Students Congress; and Release Mandela Campaign. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: SOME CHURCH GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
DECLINE WHITE REFORMED INVITATION Service 88.03.35 


[This item reflects reporting by South African journalist Hennie Serfontein.] 


PRETORIA — The leadership of two South African Reformed denominations - the 
NGSK and NGKA - announced they would not attend an ecumenical conference 
scheduled (24 February) for 50 denominations and other church groups by the 
NGK, the country's main white Reformed denomination. 


The NGK established the NGKA and NGSK respectively for people classified by 
South Africa as blacks (NGKA) or of mixed race (NGSK). 


The South African Council of Churches also stayed away from the conference, 
though an SACC delegation is still to meet separately with the NGK leadership 
at the end of the month. 


In addition, representatiaves of the GKN, one of the two main Reformed 
denominations in the Netherlands, cancelled a proposed NGK-GKN meeting in 
South Africa next May. 


That was a result of strong NGKA and NGSK objections to the way in which NGK 
officials were presenting the meeting - as an international, ecumenical 
breakthrough. 


It was expected that the NGSK and NGKA decisions would cause other major South 
African denominations - Methodists, Anglicans, Presbyterians - also to stay 
away, as they did from a similar NGK-organized meeting here last September, 
attended by representatives of 19 denominaitons and groups. 


An NGKA statement said the proposed meeting would undermine the position of 
the SACC, which it called an "effective channel through which a discussion 
could take place between churches in South Africa." 


It suggested the NGK return to the SACC, which it left 27 years ago. 


The series of NGK-sponsored ecumenical meetings reflects an effort on its part 
to break out of its virtual ecumenical isolation of recent years, inside and 
outside the country, and to foster a forum of denominations as a counterweight 
to the SACC, which it regards as theologically and politically too radical. 


In October 1986, the NGK General Synod voted to open membership of the 
denomination to all races, but a segment inside the NGK objected to this 
"liberal, integrationist" policy, and some of its members formed a new 
denomination (APK) last July. 


These developments, NGK leaders said, show that changes in the NGK are not 
merely "cosmetic". 


However, NGKA and NGSK representatives point out that the synod did not 
abandon support for many aspects of the South African system of apartheid, 


such as the creation of black "homelands" and separate white schools and 
residential areas. 


Also, it has not endorsed the principle of uniting the NGK with the NGKA, 


NGSK, and the denomination (RCA) it established for South Africans classified 
as Indians. 


The NGKA and NGSK have announced plans to unite by 1990. [EPS] 


NAMIBIAN BISHOP ON BLAST: Ecumenical Press 
"WHEN WILL KILLING STOP?' Service 88.03.36 


[Information for this item came from Namibia Communications Centre, London.] 


OSHAKATI - "When will this’ killing stop?" asked Lutheran Bishop Keopas Dumeni 
in the wake of a bomb blast in a bank here (19 February) that killed 20 and 
wounded 70 others. It was the worst single incident of terrorism inside 
Namibia during the last two decades of South African control. 


The South African government blamed the explosion on Swapo, the principal 
group fighting South African; control. It launched retaliatory raids on Swapo 
bases in neighbouring Angola. 


Swapo denied responsibility, calling the bombing "part of the South African 
dirty propaganda campaign to smear the name of Swapo." Swapo has claimed 
responsibility for some bombings in the past, including explosions last year 
in the Walvis Bay post office and a shopping centre in Windhoek. Those 
explosions were timed to go off outside working hours, and killed no one. 


Dumeni reported all communities near here were affected by the bombing. "We 
are in a sea of tears here. We are crying and now the tears have become a 
river ... and we need someone to rescue us." Among the dead are Ndamono 


Shanghala, a head nurse at the hospital here, and a pastor's wife; and 
Tulikemanya Shikomba, a student nurse and daughter of another pastor. Among 
the seriously injured was Dumeni's 18-year-old daughter, Anna Ndahambelela. 


Over the weekend after the blast, a delegation from the Council of Churches in 
Namibia visited here. It said it was "deeply disturbed" by some circumstances 
surrounding the tragedy, including the timing (when many medical personnel 
were in the bank), the mysterious interruption of the electricity supply to 
Oshakati hospital on the night of the blast, and the "discriminatory way in 
which patients were ferried to different hospitals." 


The CCN visitors said they are "aware that the two warring parties are 
accusing each other of being responsible for this deed." Saying they "cannot 
--- pinpoint those responsible", they warned about "precipitate apportionment 
of blame", and urged "an independent judicial investigation ... to ascertain 
who the culprits are, and to bring them speedily to book." They also recalled 
a string of unsolved bombings involving church facilities. 


The CCN said South African "so-called retaliatory raids into Angola serve only 
to escalate the level of violence in this region, violence which we have 
sought to avert by our attempts to mediate between the conflicting parties, 
and without our abortive attempt to meet with the South African state 
president. We reiterate our stand as the church of God in that we condemn 
violence from whatever source it emanates. If, however, South Africa 
continues to thwart the recognised formula for a Namibia peace plan, it will 
be held responsible for the continuing violence." 


Among overseas reaction were messages from Jeane Sindab, an executive 
secretary of the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, 
and from Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Federation. (Most Namibians are Lutherans.) 


Sindab said this "latest act of violence highlights again the urgency of 
bringing an end to the illegal occupaton of Namibia" by South Africa. 
Staalsett said that "in our member churches and among our staff there is 
outrage at this cowardly act against" the Namibian people. [EPS] 


UN REPORT FINDS CONTINUED Ecumenical Press 
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION Service 88.03.37 


GENEVA - A new UN report finds that "in most cases, the problem of intolerance 
and discrimination based on religion or belief continues to exist" around the 
world. In compiling the new report, special rapporteur Angelo Vidal d'Almeida 
Ribeiro sent requests for information in the light of various "allegations" to 
the governments of Albania, Bulgaria, Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, the Soviet 
Union, and Burundi. Three -— Albania, Iran, and Pakistan - did not reply. 


In addition, summarizing infringements of rights defined in the 1981 UN 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief [EPS 1981, no. 34], d'Almeida 
Ribeiro noted several other reports and allegations, including: 


- forced conversions of Buddhists to Islam in Bangladesh; 

- "serious difficulties" for Jehovah's Witnesses in Rwanda; 

— Buddhists imprisoned for a month in Nepal because they became Christians; 
—- Christians arrested in Singapore for "preaching the gospel"; 

— clergy penalized in Czechoslovakia for working without state permission; 

— mosques converted to Hindu temples in India; 

— Muslim preachers sentenced to death in Somalia; 

—- a priest involved in Bible distribution arrested in Romania; 

— government interference with a Christian religious community in Vietnam; 

-— controls on religious donations, instruction, and appointments in China; 

- US and Australian mining concessions granted ancient holy sites; 

- discrimination against Christians in Egypt and India; 

— job discrimination against non—Orthodox in state schools in Greece. [EPS] 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: STATE REJECTS Ecumenical Press 
SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE Service 88.03.38 


PRAGUE - With approval from the Roman Catholic archbishop here, FrantiSek 
Cardinal TomaSek, an estimated 300,000 Roman Catholics have signed a petition 
calling for 31 changes in the religious situation in Czechoslovakia, including 
separation of church and state, and church access to state-run media. 


However, the Czechoslovak communist party newspaper, Rude Pravo, said last 
month there will not be such a separation, lest the church lose needed 
resources for its work. And, after meeting Deputy Prime Minister Matej Lucan, 
Franti¥ek Vymetal, the priest who heads the government-supported, Vatican- 
discouraged Pacem in Terris group warned about "efforts to misuse religion, 
the churches, and believers for political purposes directed against socialism." 


Following a practice which goes back to the 17th century, the communist 
government, which came to power in 1948, licenses and pays Christian and other 
clergy. The newspaper said that under the arrangements, the Roman Catholic 
Church in Czechoslovakia receives the equivalent of about 40 million dollars a 
year from the state, not counting social security for priests and members of 
Roman Catholic religious orders. Altogether, the state recognizes and 
subsidizes 28 religious communities, the newspaper said. 


Church-state relations are strained in Czechoslovakia, where about three 
quarters of the population of 15.5 million are counted as Christian (mostly 
Roman Catholic). Because the government and the Vatican have been unable to 
agree on the appointment of new bishops, 10 of the 13 Roman Catholic dioceses 
do not have one. Tomasek himself is 88, well past the normal retirement age 
for Roman Catholic bishops of 75. [EPS] 


CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
OUTLINES PLANS AND PRIORITIES Service 88.03.39 


TAGAYTAY (Philippines) - In the wake of its meeting here early this year, the 
Christian Medical Commission, part of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, has outlined plans and priorities in several areas. 


CMC is to continue to promote "primary health care", particularly identifying 
and strengthening church-related, innovative programmes. 


According to a CMC report on its meeting, the commission plans to continue to 
challenge the "medicalization of health and disease", the notion that only 
professionals are qualified to have input into health-care decisions. 


Health-care issues summed up in debates between positions labelled 
"comprehensive" and "selective", "hospital-based" and "community-based", and 
"externally-funded" and "locally affordable" were discussed at length at the 
CMC meeting. 


The commission also examined an initial report on its series of 10 regional 
consultations on "health, healing, and wholeness" [EPS 87.05.100]. 


A report on the effort is to be ready by mid-1989, including historical 
background, theological considerations, and practical implications. 


A CMC "curriculum development programme" is to consider how concepts and 
insights from the consultations can be integrated into training efforts. 


A CMC consultation on alcoholism and addiction is planned this month, near 
Geneva (14-18 March). 


A booklet on "Women Working Together for Health" is to be a CMC contribution 
to the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women [EPS 88.02.06]. 


With other parts of the WCC, ethical issues in connection with fertility and 
reproduction are to be studied and presented to a consultation, possibly next 
year. 


A "code of conduct on pharmaceuticals" is to be developed for church-related 
health programmes, and those who support them. 


It is to include policy issues related to the purchase, distribution, and use 
of drugs, and the favouring of non-drug solutions to medical problems whenever 
possible. 


CMC work on the disease Aids is to continue, also with other parts of the 
WCC. An educational handbook for teachers, youth leaders, and pastors is 
being produced, mainly for people working in Aids-affected third-world areas. 


An international consultation next 5-9 December, in Africa, is planned to 
consider issues of pastoral care, resource allocation, human rights and 
discrimination, theology, and ethics in connection with Aids, especially in 
the African context. 


(Previously, the meeting had been projected for November [EPS 88.02.60] ) 


CMC work on family health, children in crisis and conflict, and the baby food 
industry is also to continue. [EPS] 


MALAYSIA: AT LEAST 9 CHURCH PEOPLE Ecumenical Press 
AMONG 34 ORDERED HELD FOR TWO YEARS Service 88.03.40 


KUALA LUMPUR - Of 34 people reportedly ordered detained for two years under 
Malaysia's Internal Security Act, at least nine have church connections. 


Five - Poh Boon Seng, Jamaluddin Othman, Cheong Ah Kow, Hilmy Mohamed Nor, 
Chow Kai Foo - are reportedly held because of evangelistic work among Malay 
Muslims. Four more — Lim Chin Chin, Anthony Rogers, Sebil John, Patricia 
Lourdes Irene — are church workers reportedly accused of being Marxists. 


Others detained include seven opposition parliamentarians, six members of an 
Islamic political party (PAS), two members of a Socialist political party 
(PSRM), six members of various social groups, three Chinese educators, and a 
trade unionist. 


According to government figures, 55 of the 106 people arrested in a nationwide 
crackdown last October/November [EPS 87.11.75, 105, 137; 12.02] were released 
within 60 days. 


Of the remaining 51, the detention of 34 was extended for two years, with the 
rest under continuing investigation, or subject to “restricted residence". 


The four church workers were employed either by the Roman Catholic Church or 
the Council of Churches of Malaysia (MGM), which includes Anglican, Reformed, 
Lutheran, Independent (Mar Thoma), Methodist, Oriental Orthodox, and Salvation 
Army membership. 


Rogers is assistant director of Catholic Welfare Services; Lim is MGM research 
coordinator. Irene and John work for MGM urban rural mission. 


Of the other five, Othman and Mohamad Nor are Muslim converts to Christianity. 
Poh is associated with the Reformed Baptist church, Chow with the Evangelical 
Free Church, and Cheong formerly with the Navigators organization. 


In a speech in Parliament last October, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamed said generally "the churches in this country are very sensitive, and 
do not preach to Muslims. There was only one church which unsuccessfully 
tried to convert Muslims. They managed to convert less than 50 people." 


One ground given by the government for the detentions was to protect harmony 
among the country's different ethnic and religious groups. About 53 percent 
of the country's 16.1 million people are counted as Muslims. Christians are 
about 6.5 percent. Ethnically, about one in three are Chinese, about one in 
10 Indian, and almost all the rest (about three in five) Malay. 


However, a statement by a support group formed after the detentions suggested 
that "if there has been any tension in recent weeks, this has been caused 
solely by extremists in the government who have ulterior motives in creating 
tensions to divert attention from the serious economic problems and political 
factionalism within the ... ruling party ...." 


In the months before the crackdown, there were various newspaper charges 
against Christians, including that they use bribes to convert Muslims, and 
that they burn mosques. 


In a letter to priests and others earlier this year, the Roman Catholic Office 
for Human Development reported "very disturbing news of Special Branch 
personnel questioning parishioners ... about their parish councils ... about 
the activities of our office, etc." [EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES REP Ecumenical Press 
URGES ACTION ON ‘DISAPPEARED’ Service 88.03.41 


GENEVA - Speaking as part of the delegation of the World Council of Churches 
during the 44th Session of the UN Human Rights Commission (23 February), 
Honduran human-rights activist Ramon Custodio Lopez urged UN action to "adopt 
a binding international instrument for the prevention of the _ enforced 
disappearance of persons, and for the punishment of those responsible for 
these crimes." 


He also urged special attention to the "impunity being granted, in many 
countries, through various amnesty laws, statutes, and decrees, to those 
members of the armed forces, security services, and other governmental 
authorities who have been responsible for the enforced disappearance of 
persons, with a view to bringing them to justice." 


Custodio Lopez is president of the Committee for the Defense of Human Rights 
in Honduras (CODEH). Its annual report shows 263 "extrajudicial executions" 
in that country in 1987, up from 119 in 1986. The number of "illegal arrests" 
also rose, to 356 in 1987 from 118 in 1986; torture cases rose to 83, from 17. 


The CODEH report includes analysis of "Honduran reality from the perspective 
of the victims of human-rights violations", plus an examination of the "logic 
of those who have power, and who use it more to repress and suppress than to 
better govern the society." There is discussion of adverse effects of the 
presence in Honduras of US-backed contra forces fighting the government of 
neighbouring Nicaragua, and of "myth and reality" in the "US-—Honduran 
alliance". 


Last January, two human-rights activists, Miguel Angel Pavon Salazar and 
Moises Landaverde, were shot dead in San Pedro Sula [EPS 88.02.05]. The 
largest demonstration to protest the killings attracted an estimated 10,000 
people in Tegucigalpa, the capital. The next day, Custodio Lopez and some 
colleagues had their first-ever meeting with Honduran President José Azcona. 


CODEH was founded in early 1981, in response to the expulsion from the country 
of a US-born priest (who had become a Honduran citizen) who was active in 
human-rights work. 


Since then, Custodio Lopez said in an interview, it has sponsored about 200 
workshops (with attendances averaging 20 to 40). They are to teach people how 
to undertake a legal or "non-formal" defence of human rights. He noted the 
importance of involving groups (such as labour unions, parishes, or 
denominations) in the defence of human rights of individuals related to them. 


Though some bishops and other church leaders have been cool to CODEH, Custodio 
Lopez said many priests and ordinary church people accept and support its 
work, because they are convinced that "defence and promotion of human rights 
are parts of their evangelical roots." He described church-CODEH relations 
over-all as "good." 


He noted “increasing confrontation" between the armed forces, a major power in 
running the country, and what he called the "traditional churches". On the 
other hand, he spoke of an "alliance" between the army and fundamentalists, 
many of them supported by US money. 


Custodio Lopez said US state department reports on Honduras referred to CODEH 
as "anti-democratic" and to him as "without credibility". He said he visited 
US officials last month to discuss this evaluation and ask for proof, but "I 
felt like I was in the interrogation room of a police department." [EPS] 


EXPULSION OF ASIA CHURCH GROUP Ecumenical Press 
SAID ONLY ‘SLIGHT INCONVENIENCE‘ Service 88.03.42 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - General Secretary Sang Jung Park of the Christian 
Conference of Asia said in an interview (here, 28 February) that CCA 
activities continue with only "slight inconvenience" since the regional 
ecumenical organization was expelled from Singapore [EPS 88.01.01]. 


"There has been no major crisis that would cause CCA's work to be seriously 
hampered", he said. Income, he said, remains sufficient to meet needs. 


Park said CCA committees worked out plans for the next two years when they met 
in January in Chiang Mai (Thailand), and staff carry on in normal fashion now 
from locations in Japan, India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Hong Kong. Plans 
for a mission conference in 1989, he said, are going ahead, though it has been 
postponed from the the first part of the year to October. 


An “interim decision" about a site for the general secretariat will be made, 
Park said, when the general committee meets next month in Hong Kong, and 
"firmer" plans at the 1990 CCA assembly. 


In choosing a new headquarters, he said, CCA will consider such things as 
international banking facilities and communications, and national church and 
government attitudes. 


Staff of two CCA programmes —- international affairs and urban rural mission - 
were already in Hong Kong, and mail for the general secretariat is now 
directed there. Park, a Korean, said Seoul is his primary residence; he is 
"shuttling" to Hong Kong on one-week tourist visas. 


Park said he will apply for a Hong Kong work permit, and there is a "strong 
possibility" CCA offices will remain there indefinitely. His deputy, George 
Ninan of India, is there in a more settled situation because he has the 
Commonwealth privilege of three-month visas, Park said. 


Before the CCA contemplates any stay in Hong Kong beyond China's 1997 
assumption of sovereignty from the United Kingdom, Park said, there will have 
to be serious discussion with Hong Kong and Chinese church representatives. 


Park and Ninan were in the United States to meet with the Asia committees of 
the National Council of Churches. Park said the committees agreed to seek an 
additional 50,000 US dollars over regular contributions for the CCA this year. 


Most reactions to the Singapore expulsion have been "encouraging", Park 
reported: "Through this experience I have become more convinced of the 
commitment and strength of the ecumenical movement." 


One exception to the pattern of Asian church solidarity may be the United 
Methodist Church of the Philippines. Park said he heard the "disappointing" 
news that it suspended its CCA membership [EPS 88.03.10], though he had not 
been officially notified, and did not know its reasons. 


Park said the CCA took no action that could have been expected to precipitate 
its expulsion from Singapore. He said he hopes the expulsion will not be 
followed by increased pressures on the church in Singapore. 


The CCA, Park said, has a Singapore law firm representing it in efforts to 
unfreeze its bank accounts, and obtain papers and books from its sealed 
offices. International assistance may be called for, he said, if those 
efforts meet "undue delay". [EPS] 


USA: Baptists reject money from congregation over homosexuality EPS 88.03.43 
SAN FRANCISCO — The executive board of the Southern Baptist General Convention 
of California voted almost unanimously to reject 769 US dollars in convention 
contributions from a small SBGCC congregation here because, says Board 
Chairman Sid Peterson, "they seem to have no problem with people continuing in 
a homosexual lifestyle." Jim Lowder, pastor of the congregation, says the 
congregation "has never had an official position about homosexuality, divorce, 
abortion, South Africa, or a host of other social concerns. A poll of our 
members will reveal, like any other church, a variety of feelings and 
beliefs." Congregational membership is "open to anyone who can make the 
ancient biblical confession, 'Jesus Christ is Lord'." [EPS] 


Evangelist Swaggart says religious liberty in Nicaragua EPS 88.03.44 
MANAGUA —- During three days last month of public preaching and meetings with 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and other government leaders, US television 
evangelist Jimmy Swaggart said he "found religious liberty" in the country, 
and had "total freedom" in his work here. He stressed he had not come to take 
sides in the war between the government and the US-—backed contras. Swaggart 
thanked Ortega for extensive government assistance which made his campaign 
possible. The two prayed together, and Swaggart gave Ortega an English 
version of the Bible, apologizing that it was not in Spanish. Crusade 
officials estimated his visit cost about 500,000 US dollars. He was invited 
by the Assemblies of God in Nicaragua. His visit drew mild criticism from 
leaders of the numerically-dominant Roman Catholic church, though its radio 
station ran paid ads for the crusade. One Baptist leader, Roger Velasquez, 
called the Swaggart effort "bread and circuses". He said the government 
should not have allowed it. A group of evangelicals said it would release a 
pastoral message to "help orient Nicaraguan Christians about the lies that 
Swaggart tells, and his role in ideological imperialism." [EPS] 


Brazil: Makuxi tribal group appeals for church action EPS 88.03.45 
BOA VISTA (Roraima) - Representatives of the Makuxi, second largest indigenous 
tribal group in Brazil, have appealed to the "international church community" 
for help because “our people are being threatened with death" and "moved off 
their lands. If nothing is done ... in a short time we will be deprived of 
our lands, our sacred lands [will be] dammmed and mined, the earth cut up. 
Disease sweeps our land as the government takes out the doctors. And we have 
here death squads that target our people to be killed." The Brazilian 
National Assembly is currently debating Indian land rights. In an "action 
gram", the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches is 
asking for prayer for the indigenous peoples of Brazil, and for letters to 
Bernado Cabral, a National Assembly deputy, and Brazilian President Jose 
Sarney urging respect for indigenous land rights, an end to forced removals, 
and support for the "strongest constitutional guarantees for the indigenous 
people". [EPS] 


US: another tv evangelist steps down after sex charges EPS 88.03.46 
BATON ROUGE (Louisiana) - Following reports of photographs of Jimmy Swaggart 
purporting to show him entering and leaving a motel room with a known 
prostitute, the tv evangelist last month delivered a tearful confession of 
unspecified sexual sins and announced he was withdrawing from bis. tv 
ministry. Last year, two other tv evangelists, Jim and Tammy Bakker, left 
their television ministry after Jim Bakker admitted to a sexual encounter with 
a church secretary [EPS 87.04.17; 05.79]. The Bakkers have said Swaggart was 
instrumental in bringing their misconduct to light. Cecil Janway, Louisiana 
district supervisor of the Assemblies of God, the Pentecostal denomination in 
which Swaggart is a minister, said, "We accept his confession of specific 
incidents of a moral failure. Based on his detailed confession, and the 
evidence we observed of true humility and repentance, we have offered him 
rehabilitation", to which Swaggart has agreed. During the next two years, his 
preaching is to be limited, and he will be in counselling. [EPS] 


Kenya: church appeal for free and fair elections EPS 88.03.47 
NAIROBI — The National Council of Churches of Kenya and Kenya's 17 Roman 
Catholic bishops each issued (18 February) a pastoral letter urging free and 
fair elections. The NCCK urged people to "stand on their feet" to elect 
candidates of their choice. It asked prayers for Kenyan President Daniel arap 
Moi, and urged Christians to be agents of healing partisan wounds that might 
arise during or after the elections. The bishops said free elections would 
help build a better Kenya. The first round of elections, involving members of 
KANU, the country's only legal political party, took place last month under a 
controversial system under which voters stand in line behind a picture of a 
given candidate to indicate their support. Elections among the nominated 
candidates, with a secret ballot, are scheduled for 21 March. The bishops 
said they hoped those categories of people, including clergy, who were earlier 
promised exemption from the queuing system would be allowed an alternative way 
to vote. However, a party official said that would not be the case [EPS 
88.03.18] [EPS] 


India: ecumenical church building honours apostle Thomas EPS 88.03.48 
NILACKAL (Kerala) - According to the belief of many Indian Christians, the 
apostle Thomas was the first to bring the gospel to what is now India. This 
is one of the places in which he is believed to have preached, and an 
ecumenical church complex is being built with support from five Christian 
groupings -— Independent (Mar Thoma), Roman Catholic, United (Church of South 
India), and Oriental Orthodox (two). At a recent ecumenical gathering here, 
church leaders from the various traditions recalled the Indian Christian 
heritage from the apostle, and hoped the complex here would be a symbol and 
agent of ecumenical reconciliation and interfaith harmony. (Most Indians are 
Hindus.) [EPS] 


Argentina: catechism divides bishops EPS 88.03.49 
BUENOS AIRES -— Hoja de Ruta 5, the fifth part of a popular Roman Catholic 
catechism for youth which treats such topics as marxism, sex, the arms race, 
and economic underdevelopment has been banned by the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, Juan Carolos Cardinal Aramburu. The work has official approval from 
another bishop, Jorge Novak of Quilmes. It was written under the auspices of 
a church catechetical centre, printed by a church publishing house, and 
published two years ago. It was a result of extensive interviews with young 
people to determine how best to teach them about the faith. According to a 
report from Lima-based Latinamerica Press, the ban has “provoked a bitter 
confrontation between conservative and progressive sectors" in Argentine Roman 
Catholicism. One opponent of the catechism called it “despicable rubbish" 
that would “erode the souls of Catholic youth". In reply, Novak said "no one 
will dare put in doubt my constant and meticulous faithfulness to the 
magisterium [teaching] of the church." [EPS] 


Canada: United Church asks ministers to avoid Unification trips EPS 88.03.50 
TORONTO - The executives of the Division of World Outreach and _ the 
Inter-Church Inter-Faith Committee of the United Church of Canada are urging 
UCC ministers not to take all-expense-paid trips to Korea and Japan sponsored 
by the Unification Church. The United Church units said they have grave 
reservations about Unification theology, faith, and practice. [EPS] 


Future of ecumenical resettlement work discussed EPS 88.03.51 
GENEVA -— About 30 people met (here, 15-18 February) to discuss the future of 
ecumenical resettlement work, in the wake of an increase in the number of 
refugees and a decrease in available funds. One recommendation from the group 
urges a meeting called by the World Council of Churches and Christian 
Conference of Asia to discuss Indochinese refugees. Some participants 
wondered why the WCC still has three resettlement offices in Europe and none 
in Africa, Asia, or Latin America, where there are far more refugees. [EPS] 


First new Welsh translation of Bible in 400 years published EPS 88.03.52 
CARDIFF - The first translation of the Bible into Welsh in 400 years was 
published 1 March, the day of David, patron saint of Wales. Le ahs san 
ecumenical effort, including full Roman Catholic participation. [EPS] 


Canada: religious leaders condemn defence policies EPS 88.03.53 
TORONTO — In an eight-page open letter last month to Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney, leaders of 10 Canadian Christian denominations - Anglican, 


Oriental Orthodox (Armenian, Ethiopian), Roman Catholic, Mennonite, Lutheran, 
Old Catholic, Reformed (Presbyterian), Quaker, and United - plus the Canadian 
Unitarian Council - condemned the country's defence policy as set forth in the 
1987 government White Paper on Defence. The leaders say it fundamentally 
misrepresents the nature of global threats to security. Calling for non- 
nuclear policy based on defence rather than offence, the leaders object that 
While the Soviet Union is referred to in the paper as "the enemy", it is 
"blind to the fact that other states, including Canada's allies, also seek to 
maintain and enforce spheres of political and economic influence." [EPS] 


Namibia: church council joins effort to open communications EPS 88.03.54 
WINDHOEK - The Council of Churches of Namibia, Swapo, two black political 
parties, and the white Namibia Peace Plan Study and Contact Group have united 
in a legal action to try to force the South Africa-installed "interim 
government" to provide time and space for alternative opinions on newspaper 
and broadcasting platforms financed by taxpayers. The five organizations say 
the "interim government" represents a small minority, and is’ using 
"substantial monies" to denigrate its opponents. [EPS] 


Namibia: bishop says South African forces stole material EPS 88.03.55 
WINDHOEK - Anglican Bishop James Kauluma accused the South African army of 
stealing building material intended for the construction of a new mission 
school in the Ovamboland war zone. Military authorities denied it. [EPS] 


Japan: Kyodan sets up info centre on emperor's death EPS 88.03.56 
TOKYO - The Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) has set up an "X-Day 
Information Centre" as a "clearing house on issues and events related to the 
death of the current emperor, and the investiture of his successor." Emperor 
Hirohito will be 87 at the end of April. Some Christians and others in Japan 
have voiced concern that his death will be used to re-establish Shintoism as 
the state religion. Japan waged World War II, during which an estimated 20 
million Asians were killed by the Japanese, in the emperor's name. Until the 
end of World War II, he was officially considered divine. He succeeded his 
predecessor in 1925. [EPS] 


Argentina: denominations evaluate dialogue EPS 88.03.57 
BUENOS AIRES - The dialogue commission between the [United] Evangelical Church 
of the Rio de la Plata and the Evangelical Congregational [Reformed] Church of 
Argentina has decided after four years of dialogue and other exchanges that 
"many common ideas mark our churches", but "we recognize that our church 
styles are different." [EPS] 


Hungary: Christians mark 950th anniversary of King Stephen EPS 88.03.58 
BUDAPEST — Hungarian Christians are this year marking the 950th anniversary of 
the death (15 August 1038) of Stephen, Hungary's first Christian king. [EPS] 


USSR: Armenian church leader appeals for ‘just solution' EPS 88.03.59 
ETCHMIADZIN - Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] Catholicos Vasken I has appealed to 
Soviet Communist Party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev for a "just 
solution" in connection with massive protests by Armenians in the Soviet 
Republic of Armenia calling for the return to Armenia of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region, now part of the neighbouring Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘Bridge Making, Israelis, Palestinians’ EPS 88.03.60 


Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a longer 
presentation. 


Bridge making is the art of bringing two sides of an issue to a position of 
mutual understanding and willingness to offer a joint solution to a conflict. 


Bridge making is an alternative to deceptive tactics of social influence to 
bring about a solution to a conflict. 


Delay tactics exploited by politicians and people in situations of stress work 
against bridge making. 


Rationale for bridge making in Middle East conflict of Israel and Palestine: 


(a) Majority of people are confused. They are vulnerable to one-sided 
opinions. Extreme opinions lead us to perpetuation of violence. 

(b) Once people see both sides of the issue they become candidates of a 
peaceful solution. Their views are less likely to shift by propaganda. 

Cc) Time is running out. We need to win the silent majority to a peace 
solution. 

(d) Peace needs justice but equally reconciliation. 

(Ce) Neither the military nor the UN can solve the problem. People must 
change. Attitudes must shift. The peacemakers should be protected and 
enabled to lead the way. 

(f) As church people, we carry the weight of faith, of dialogue, of 
peace making. We ought to be able to speak to all parties. 


Bridge making is an art which cannot be analysed easily. I wish to concentrate 
on one aspect of bridge making: sensitivity to the basic issues on both sides 
which make the cause, to the core elements of each cause, to _ the 
non-negotiable points. 


The task is to reduce the core to its simplest form and attempt to eliminate 
the contradictions and expose the congruence of the two sides, when stripped 
from rhetoric, excessive demands, exaggerated fears and so on. 


I risk the danger of bias and oversimplification by trying to identify a 
skeleton of ideas which constitute the core elements of the Israeli and 
Palestinian causes. 


Core ideas of the Israeli cause: (a) existence, importance of clear Arab 
acknowledgement; (b) Jews are a nation; (c) historical continuity; 

(d) biblical link; (e) Holocaust, unique suffering; (f) fear as a minority; 
(g) suffering in diaspora; (h) fear of Islam; (i) uncertainty towards future 
Arab politics; (j) uncertainty about world mechanism of security; 


Core ideas of the Palestinian cause: (a) representation, right of choice - 
PLO; (b) being a majority before Zionism; (c) nationalism; (d) statehood and 
territoriality; (e) refugee suffering; (f) equal rights; Co). teLaneera 
factor of pride; (h) recognition of moderation; (i) right to resist; 

(j) resistance: cannot be controlled totally, pride. (Labelling Palestinians 
as terrorists burns bridges of contact with them.) 


These items are of different categories - facts, perceptions, language, legal 
rights. 


Bridge making often comes as a last resort when other solutions fail. [EPS] 


WCC AT 40 (1): Ecumenical Impulses Before 1948 EPS 88.03.61 


This August marks the 40th anniversary of the founding First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam. This item is part of a series, 
looking back on WCC history, and reflecting on the possible ecumenical 
future. Material for this item is adapted from this year's WCC calendar. 


If developments in the 20th-century ecumenical movement are compared with a 
river, three major tributaries can be identified - Mission, Faith and Order, 
and Life and Work. 


As Christians of different confessions preached the gospel in all parts of the 
world in the 19th century, several visionary pioneers, sensing a growing need 
for cooperation, persuaded churches and world mission societies to convene a 
world missionary conference, in Edinburgh in 1910. 


The International Missionary Council was created in 1921 "to help coordinate 
the activities of the national missionary organizations of the different 
countries and to unite Christian forces of the world in seeking justice in 
international and interracial relations." It called five other world 
missionary conferences - in Jerusalem (1928), Tambaram (1938), Whitby (1947), 
Willingen (1952) and Accra (1958) -— before merging with the WCC in 1961. 


A World Conference on Faith and Order took place in Lausanne (Switzerland) in 
1927. Later Faith and Order gatherings (Edinburgh 1937, Lund 1952, Montreal 
1963) were concerned not only with organic church union, but also with finding 
a common mind on matters of Christian theology, tradition and renewal. 


A Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work was convened at Stockholm in 
1925 to study the meaning of the Christian faith for international relations 
and for social, industrial and economic life. A second Life and Work 
Conference (Oxford, 1937), confronted with the crisis of capitalism in the 
1930s and the rise of communist and national socialist totalitarianism, was 
obliged to make clear the theological and ethical basis for the responsibility 
of the Christian in society and the function of the church in the world. This 
was a turning point in Christian social thought. 


It was soon evident that adequate church support for the ecumenical cause 
would require Faith and Order and Life and Work to join in a single movement. 
A provisional committee, meeting at Utrecht in 1938, laid a solid foundation 
on which the permanent structure of the World Council of Churches would be 
built, but the actual WCC founding was delayed for 10 years by World War II. 


W.A. Visser 't Hooft of The Netherlands, general secretary of the World 
Student Christian Federation, was invited to become general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches "in process of formation". In that post until his 
retirement, in 1966, Visser ‘'t Hooft travelled widely to build relations with 
churches around the world, including the first official contacts with Eastern 
Orthodoxy in Eastern Europe and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Shortly after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War I, 
the Holy Synod of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, meeting in 
January 1919, decided to issue an invitation to all Christian churches to form 
a "koinonia" of churches. The Greek word "koinonia", which means 
"fellowship", was also used for the League of Nations, which had been proposed 
following World War I. In Visser 't Hooft's words, the encyclical, issued in 
January 1920, meant that the patriarchate was "the first church to plan for a 
permanent organ of fellowship and cooperation between the churches". [over] 
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Youth Movements: Christian youth movements have been important in creating an 
ecumenical vision -— and developing leadership for the ecumenical movement - 
over the past 150 years. Oldest are the World Alliance of YMCAs and the World 
YWCA, founded in 1844 and 1855 respectively. Both grew from their Protestant 
origins into fully ecumenical bodies, including in their programmes Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic youth, as well as young people of other faiths. 


WSCF: The World Student Christian Federation was founded in 1895 through the 
vision and drive of John R. Mott. Made up of autonomous national student 
Christian movements, it sponsored many projects and international conferences, 
assisted in reconstruction and rehabilitation of young people after both world 
wars, and issued many publications. Besides Visser ‘'t Hooft, many other 
people active in the WSCF were later to become ecumenical leaders. 


World Youth Conferences: In the 1930s an Ecumenical Youth Commission, 
established jointly by the Life and Work movement and the World Alliance for 
Promoting International Friendship through the Churches, joined with the WSCF 
and the YMCA and YWCA to prepare several international youth gatherings. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian later to be executed by the Nazis, 
played a crucial role in this commission. 


The First World Conference of Christian Youth met in Amsterdam in 1939, just 
before much of the world was plunged into war. Delegates to the Second World 
Youth Conference at Oslo in 1947 were deeply moved and renewed in their 
commitment by stories of the sacrifice, love and heroism of many fellow 
Christian youth during the years of conflict. 


Peace and World Affairs: The World Alliance for Promoting International 
Friendship through the Churches was founded in 1914, largely the product of 
the vision and devotion of Lord Dickinson. The alliance understood itself as 
"a free organization working in and through the churches for the cause of 
peace, and in association with the other branches of the ecumenical movement". 
There were federated national groups in 36 countries. Shortly after the WCC 
and the International Missionary Council set up the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs in 1946, the alliance was dissolved. 


Ecumenical Concern for Children: In 1924, the World's Sunday School 
Association - founded in Rome in 1907 - became a worldwide federation of 
national and interdenominational bodies concerned with Christian education. In 
1947, it took the name World Council of Christian Education to indicate that 
its work for Christian education encompassed all age levels. Following 
negotiations with the WCC, the World Council of Christian Education decided in 
1971 to integrate its work into the WCC unit on Education and Renewal. 


Strengthened by War: The disastrous effects of World War II helped to shape 
the main course of the ecumenical movement. In spite of bitter conflicts 
between many nations and the isolation of many others, a large number of 
churches remained in contact through the Geneva office of the WCC. 


Chaplaincy service, work among prisoners of war, preparation for Christian 
reconstruction after the war and the reconciliation with the Evangelical 


Church in Germany constituted a vital contribution to the worldwide witness of 
the church. 


By the time of the Amsterdam assembly, the Department of Inter-church Aid and 
Service to Refugees, Youth Department, Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Commission on International Affairs, and Ecumenical Church Loan Fund were 
already active, ready to continue their work in the newly formed WCC. 


ECUTEXT: ‘South African Church Leaders’ Statement’ EPS 88.03.62 


This statement was released following an "emergency meeting” (25 February) in 
Johannesburg of South African church leaders, in the wake of government action 
against 18 anti-apartheid organizations [EPS 88.03.34]. 


The statement has two parts -— “implications of the restrictions" and a "call 
to action." 


The introduction refers to the “crisis" created by the government action, 
including restrictions placed on "18 of our leaders". 


The statement also urged “major services of witness and protest against the 
restrictions in every area of the country” on Sunday afternoon, 28 February. 


... We believe the restrictions represent a desperate attempt by weak people 
to hold on to power in the face of an ever-increasing determination by the 
oppressed of our country to bring about justice, democracy, and peace. 


The government's drastic and brutal action removes nearly all effective means 
open to our people of working for true change by peaceful means, and if there 
is violent reaction to its action, this government must’ take the 
responsibility. 


The ban on the activities of the 17 organizations is a blow directed at the 
heart of the church's mission in South Africa. 


Firstly, the organizations which have been banned are the organizations of and 
for our people. 


Secondly, the activities which have been prohibited are central to the 
proclamation of the gospel in our country. 


We must make it quite clear that, no matter what the consequences, we will 
continue as a matter of course to campaign for the release of prisoners, to 
call for clemency for those under sentence of death, to call for the unbanning 
of political organizations, to call for negotiations involving the true 
leaders of our country to bring about a transfer of power from a minority to 
all the people of our country, to commemorate significant events in the life 
of our nation, to commemorate those who have died in what the state calls 
"riots", and to call upon the international community to apply pressure to 
force the government to the negotiating table. 


Our mandate to carry out these activities comes from God, and no man and no 
government will stop us. 


If the state wants to act against the church of God in this country for 
proclaiming the gospel, then so be it. 


Thirdly, at least one prominent church leader known to us has been banned, and 
house arrested in terms of yesterday's regulations. 


Dr. Simon Gqubule, principal of the Methodist Church's John Wesley Colleges 
‘and a vice president of the South African Council of Churches] has been 
restricted to the Maritzburg district and house arrested from 6 pm to 5 am. 


We know Dr Gqubule to be a man dedicated to justice and peace in our country, 
and we condemn the restrictions on him - as we condemn the restrictions placed 
on all our other leaders -— in the strongest terms we can muster. [over] 
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We find it particularly horrifying that the government has restricted two 
leaders [two of the presidents of the United Democratic Front] - in the 
persons of Mrs Albertina Sisulu and Mr Archie Gumede - who were until 
yesterday tireless workers in the cause of peace in two of the most desperate 
crisis areas in our land. 


Mrs Sisulu has been struggling to bring about peace between opposing groups in 
KTC [a squatter area near] Cape Town. It is widely acknowledged that Mr 
Gumede has been a key advocate of peace in the fighting in Maritzburg. 


We believe the time has come to state the truth clearly as we see it. From 
the government's banning of these two leaders, from its harassment of 
peacemakers in KTC, from its detention of leaders in Maritzburg, and from its 
failure to arrest people against whom there is clear evidence of murder and 
assault, we must conclude that the authorities are deliberately obstructing 
peace in our country, and encouraging violence among our people. 


Their purpose is to use surrogate forces to smash effective opposition to 
their heretical policy of apartheid, and to ensure as far as possible that it 
is the blood of black people, and not of white people, that is spilled in 
pursuance of their aim. ... 


In responding to the current crisis, we feel we must address primarily the 
oppressed people in our land, for it is they who will decide in the final 
analysis when apartheid is going to be abolished. 


We urge the oppressed to intensify the struggle for justice and peace in 
accordance with the gospel, and we encourage them not to lose hope, for 
victory against evil in this world is guaranteed by our Lord. 


For our part, we commit ourselves to exploring every possible avenue for 
continuing to carry out the activities which have been banned insofar as we 
believe they are mandated by the gospel. 


To the white voters of South Africa, we must say - without too much hope of 
being heard —- that you are being deceived by the government. 


Your fellow South Africans want nothing more than to live in a just and 
peaceful country. Your position is becoming untenable, and we believe that 
you must dissociate yourselves from this government. 


Apartheid is a heresy -— you can't reform a heresy - and if you are to assure 
your futures, you must now pull out of "white politics" and join the real 
struggle for democracy. 


We now hope the international community - and especially South Africa's major 
trading partners - will wake up to the fact that this illegitimate government 
is threatening their interests as well as the lives and security of black and 
white South Africans. 


It has shown quite clearly that it has nothing to offer but instability and 
bloodshed. 


It must be isolated to force it off the awful path it has chosen. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/08) 


A brochure describing the WCC Youth Intern Programme is available from 
WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20 (each costs 15 Swiss 
francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 5.95 UK pounds): 


Living Today Towards Visible Unity (the report of the Fifth International 
Consultation of United and Uniting Churches [EPS 87.07.13], Faith & Order 
Paper #142), edited by Tom Best 


One God, One Lord, One Spirit: On the Explication of the Apostolic Faith 
Today (Faith & Order Paper #139), edited by Hans-Georg Link 


In EPS 88.02.22, in paragraph 3, line 4, substitute "daughter" for "two 
children." 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. United Methodist News Service is looking for a news director for its 
New York office to succeed the retiring Frances Smith, a former editor of 
EPS. Contact Thomas McAnally, Box 320, Nashville TN 37202. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Viadimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
Oret245% 19, 4.13). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 08 March. The 
next is scheduled for 15 March. 


EPS deadlines in March are 8h00 GMT on Mondays and Wednesday, 30 March. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS TO Ecumenical Press 
STAY TOGETHER RE FEMALE PRIESTS Service 88.03.63 


MENANGLE - In a message after their meeting here last month, the bishops of 
the Anglican Church of Australia expressed their "real will to remain one in 
Christ", even though some strongly opposed and some strongly favour the 
ordination of women as priests. 


Unanimously, the bishops decided to ask the Standing Committee of the ACC 
General Synod to put before the 1989 synod session a statement recognizing 
that the ACC constitution "may permit each diocese to decide to ordain or not 
to ordain women to the priesthood", and that women could, as a result, become 
priests in some dioceses. 


If that happens, says the proposed statement, the synod "nevertheless 
continues to affirm our common unity ... [and] acknowledges that our communion 
with each other both within and between dioceses may be tested and strained 
and, at the point of recognition and acceptance of ministries, diminished." 


However it calls on all ACC members to "demonstrate the love of Christ within 
our national communion as we seek to pursue a deeper unity in Christ despite a 
new set of differences between us." 


Last August, the synod narrowly defeated a proposal to explicitly allow the 
ordination of women as priests. It failed by two votes to obtain the 
necessary two-thirds majority among the clergy [EPS 87.09.54]. [EPS] 


GDR: CHRISTIANS MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 88.03.64 


DRESDEN - A GDR (East German) ecumenical conference on justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation (JPIC) took place here last month. 


The World Council of Churches representative at the conference, Tosh Arai, WCC 
secretary for lay academies, observed that the contents of presentations were 
"very similar to those in the West". 


But, he added, given the official GDR positions on such issues as disarmament 
and conscientious objection to military service, "it must have required much 
more courage to speak on such topics than in other parts of the world." 


The approximately 150 conference delegates also participated in a half-hour 
memorial service marking the 43rd anniversary of the Allied bombing of 
Dresden, towards the end of World War II (13 February 1945). 


Then came a one-hour walk to another church, which was packed with an 
estimated 3000 people. "There were even soldiers in uniform participating in 
prayer for peace", Arai observed, and there were "many testimonies against 
war" and for the "maintenance of the ecological system". The Lutheran bishop 
for the region, Johannes Hempel, preached on hope. 


Then came another part of the programme outside, at 21h45, the time at which 
the bombing began, followed by a prayer service at another church, also 
packed. It ended officially about 23h30. 


Later, about 500 young people demonstrated outside, and some were arrested. 
They were later released, "after church authorities negotiated with the city 
authorities", Arai reports. [EPS] 


CHURCH REPORT: FIJI NATION Ecumenical Press 
AND CHURCH ‘DEEPLY DIVIDED' Service 88.03.65 


SYDNEY - According to a visiting three-person team from the Uniting Church in 
Australia, the Pacific nation of Fiji, once a multi-racial showpiece of 
democracy, is now deeply divided and damaged by dictatorship following 
military coups last May and September [EPS 87.05.71; 10.39]. 


In Fiji, the Methodists are the country's largest Christian grouping. In the 
country's population of more than 700,000, ethnic Indians slightly outnumber 
ethnic Fijians, whose interests coup leaders say they acted to preserve. 


The group reports that "again and again, Methodists, other Christians, and 
people of other faiths expressed disappointment that, in their perception, the 
Methodist Church had identified itself with the military, and with the 
excesses of the non-military, but nevertheless militant Taukel" (described in 
the March issue of the UCA magazine Journey as a "raw mixture of [ethnic 
Fijian] nationalism and fundamentalism"). 


The report adds that "Indian and other Methodists opposing the action of the 
army express their distress that some Methodist ... leaders have appeared to 
support the military rule and racism and have ignored authenticated reports of 
human rights violations. None of the church leaders we spoke to", they 
observe, “indicated that they saw the role of the church itself to take up 
questions of human-rights violations, even though they were well aware of many 
stories of these at the hands of the military." 


The UCA report says a "major danger" for Fijian Methodism is that "it could be 
so identified with the concerns of ethnic Fijian people that it will not be 
able to reflect the distinctive message of the gospel - particularly in regard 
to racism. ... Indian Christians are particularly confused and worried." 


The report also questions the value, purpose, and effects of a post—coup 
Sunday Observance Decree. It bans all work, sport, and transport on Sundays. 
According to decree supporters, it is an effort to “establish a more religious 
and faithful community so that God will bless Fiji, and an attempt to 
re-establish the more stable relationships of generations past." The report 
says the law has led to some human-rights abuses, and that a subsequent decree 
was issued to make it clear that milking cows is permitted on Sundays. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL TEAM Ecumenical Press 
VISITS SURINAME Service 88.03.66 


PARAMARIBO —- A seven-person delegation from the Caribbean Conference and World 
Council of Churches visited Suriname (23-28 February), possible site of the 
next CCC assembly, in 1990. Among other things, the visit was to “affirm 
solidarity with the ecumenical churches", assure them of "continuous pastoral 
support", and back efforts for "justice, peace, and national reconciliation". 


The visitors met government (including President R. Shankar) and church 
leaders. They said the church in Suriname has "great responsibility to bring 
about peace, justice, and national reconciliation for all people" in the 
country, and that that responsibility "expresses itself in the unequivocal 
support for the people and the new government ... to further explore avenues 
for the firm establishment of a state under full democratic rule." 


Suriname, on the northern coast of South America, has a population of about 
415,000. About 40 percent are Christians (mostly Roman Catholic and 
Moravian), about 25 percent Hindus, and about 20 percent Muslims. [EPS] 


RECOMMENDATIONS MADE ON Ecumenical Press 
‘INTEGRITY OF CREATION’ Service 88.03.67 


GRAN (Norway) (Marlin VanElderen) - Participants in an ecumenical consultation 
(here, 25 February-3 March, EPS 88.03.33) called on churches and Christians to 
"reflect seriously on the integrity of creation", work environmental concerns 
into church-education programmes, establish commissions or offices for 
environmental questions (especially those related to science and technology), 
and ensure that "social and environmental impact analysis" is part of 
decision-making about new, church-related projects. 


The consultation was part of the World Council of Churches' process of 
encouraging church commitments to "justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation" (JPIC). Taking part were about 40 Christians, plus Buddhist, Hindu, 
Jewish, Muslim and Sikh representatives. 


The "tentative and exploratory" study document drafted here claims to be 
neither an exhaustive statement of the Christian doctrine of creation, nor a 
complete introduction to all the issues that might be included in a discussion 
of the integrity of creation. 


Preman Niles, WCC staff person responsible for JPIC, said a final version will 
probably be available early next month. 


Its opening section, "Experiences of Brokenness - Yearnings for Wholeness", 
illustrates the "consequences of humanity's attempt to '‘'master' creation: 
destruction of fish, forests, and atolls; pollution of land and waterways; 
displacement of people from their sacred lands; injury, suffering, and death 
or the fear of death to innocent people". 


Pointing out that scientific and technological achievements "have seriously 
affected the earth's ecosphere, threatened its life-supporting capacity and 
put God's creation in great peril", the document says the "industrial mode of 
development" accompanying the rise of modern science has brought about "the 
senseless exploitation of natural resources, alienation of the land, 
destruction of indigenous cultures, ignoring of the experiences of oppressed 
peoples ... and undermining of highly developed systems of religious and 
philosophical thought and knowledge". 


Celebrating Christians’ participation "in life-affirming actions" (such as 
movements for self-determination and empowerment, women's symbolic acts to 
"raise awareness and understanding in their communities", and church 
involvement in Europe and North America in "the concern to reduce pollution 
and care for the earth"), the document offers perspectives on creation from 
points of view of women, indigenous peoples, people who live in the "second 
world" (communist-ruled countries), and people of other faiths. 


The text says that "when land, air and water are polluted, women and children, 
particularly unborn children, are usually the first to be affected". Many 
women in poorer countries have a "double day's work further lengthened by the 
need to search for safe food and water, and for fuel and fodder. ... "Women, 
like nature, are vulnerable to violation. They too can be treated as objects 
to be used, abused, or manipulated, their sexuality and labour exploited." 
_ When earth, sea, air, and forests are "violated, women bear the brunt." 


The report says the main issues facing indigenous people - who make up a 
quarter of the world's population according to some estimates - are "loss of 
land, the appropriate development of land, and the imposition of foreign 
cultural values which function to destroy the indigenous social fabric.” 

[over] 
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The "traditional worldviews" of tribal peoples, it says, “underscore attempts 
to live in harmonious ways within the created order." They can offer "an 
understanding which still knows the spiritual interrelatedness of all things 
visible and invisible. This rich spiritual understanding can become a source 
of renewed strength and rootedness for all people, especially for Christians 
in their understanding of the gospel." 


The text suggests their approach would change the JPIC order to "creation, 
justice and peace", which would be more "theologically sound", for just as 
"true peace can only be realized through the establishment of justice and... 
peace flows naturally out of justice, so ... justice and then peace flow 
naturally out of a deep respect for all of creation." 


The "second world" section suggests that although such societies share many 
ecological concerns and problems with societies in “industrially—developed, 
market-—economy societies", second-world situations have their own 
"specificities", of which five are referred to briefly. In its view, within 
the JPIC process, the "specific situation of these churches and people" needs 
"Separate attention". 


The section of the report on "A Biblical-Theological Vision on the Integrity 
of Creation" begins with a list of what are described as mistaken approaches 
and attitudes to creation: reduction of the gospel to personal salvation; 
"scientific-technological hubris"; a "romantic, 'back-to-nature' response"; a 
"neo-apocalyptic approach which sees the ecological crisis as harbinger of the 
end of the world rather than as a judgement of God calling to repentance"; 
utopianism; and fatalism. 


Among themes developed in a brief outline of the "theological heritage" of the 
doctrine of creation are creation as God's gift; creation out of nothing 
(implying “that creation is not to be taken for granted; it is always in 
danger of regressing ... into oblivion and chaos"); the "reintegration" of 
this broken world inaugurated in the “sacrificial death and liberating victory 
of the Christ"; the “intrinsic worth" of all living beings; and the relevance 
of selected Old and New Testament passages to a "biblical vision" of creation. 


Rather than trying to define “integrity of creation", the document proposes 
areas in which it says this new term encourages “imaginative reflection ... on 
the whole doctrine of creation and its meaning for our particular moment in 
history": dependence on the Creator, interrelatedness of all that is, 
wholeness, stewardship, commitment, hope, solidarity, and fulfilment. 


The document recommends further study and action within the JPIC process in 
several areas: just use and distribution of energy; an integrated approach - 
focused on recycling - to air, land, and water issues; “life-related" issues 
like genetic engineering, reproductive technology and ethical practices 
related to contraception (especially abuse of technology and taking away "the 
right to informed choices" in order to meet population targets); economic 
aspects of the integrity of creation, including the situation of workers; and 
the relationship between gospel and culture. 


During three days before forming small groups to draft various sections of a 
consultation report, participants heard a keynote address by Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland (who chaired the UN-appointed World Commission 
on Environment and Development). There were also presentations of various 
perspectives on the integrity of creation, including those of women, youth, 
indigenous peoples, people of other faiths, and Orthodox. [EPS] 


Hong Kong: religious leaders ask calm EPS 88.03.68 
HONK KONG - In a reaction to a UK decision to delay direct elections for 10 
percent of the colony's legislature until 1991, leaders of Hong Kong's five 
major religions - Christianity, Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, and Confucianism - 
issued a joint appeal for a reflection about the "opportune moment" to make 
the change. In a message marking Chinese New Year (19 February), the leaders 
said "democracy will bloom only after patient cultivation and regular 
watering. ... This will take time." The UK decision prompted protests from 
advocates of a speedier timetable. The colony is due to revert to China in 
1997. [EPS] 


Panama: RC bishops ask inquiry on Noriega EPS 88.03.69 
PANAMA CITY - Panama's nine Roman Catholic bishops have called for an 
independent inquiry into charges that the general who is the country's de 
facto ruler, Manuel Antonio Noriega, is involved in drug trafficking, 
electoral fraud, and the murder of political opponents. [EPS] 


Vatican employees in "Christian strike" EPS 88.03.70 
ROME - For three hours (29 February), almost all 1800 unionized Vatican 
employees went on strike to protest the "unilateral" Vatican decision to pay 
employees at the end of the month (as is the custom in Italy), instead of at 
the beginning. During their three-hour strike, they worked and gave their 
Salaries to Vatican anti-hunger efforts. A Vatican official rejected the 
action as "totally unacceptable" because it would create "disturbances in 
public opinion about the church." [EPS] 


Hungary: thousands of ethnic Hungarians reported from Romania EPS 88.03.71 
BUDAPEST —- The Swiss church news agency Apic reports that between 10 and 20 
thousand ethnic Hungarians from Romania have come to Hungary because of 
Romanian government policies towards ethnic minorities [EPS 87.02.38, 84; 
04.116; 06.45; 07.12]. Apic says more and more of the refugees are asking 
church help. [EPS] 


Turkey: Armenian patriarch says Armenians freer in Soviet Union EPS 88.03.72 
ISTANBUL — The Swiss church news agency Apic reports that in an interview in 
the Italian daily I1 Messagero, Shnork Kalustian, the Armenian [Oriental 
Orthodox] patriarch here, says his co-religionists in the Soviet Union are 
freer than his flock in Turkey. "In Soviet Armenia", he observed, "a priest 
can celebrate the liturgy anywhere, but among us [in Turkey], that is not the 
case." [EPS] 


Swaggart programme dropped in several countries EPS 88.03.73 
BATON ROUGE (Louisiana/USA) - Several countries have reportedly dropped or 
suspended broadcasts of evangelist Jimmy Swaggart's tv programmes in the wake 
of the scandal involving him and pornography [EPS 88.03.46]. Among them are 
stations or networks in Trinidad & Tobago, Chile, South Africa, Jamaica, and 
Swaziland. [EPS] 


USA: American Baptists try "middle ground” on abortion EPS 88.03.74 
WASHINGTON - Religious News Service reports that the American Baptist Church 
is moving away from its 1981 stance that the right of a woman to an abortion 
is part of her religious freedom. A statement being prepared for approval by 
the ABC General Board in June says the denomination is too divided on the 
question to take a stand for or against abortion. Instead, it emphasizes, 
among other things, help for women with "problem pregnancies" and education 
about “responsible sexuality". The proposed statement says, "We denounce 
irresponsible sexual behaviour and acts of violence that contribute to the 
large numbers of abortions each year." It urges the mass media to "stop the 
depiction of sex outside marriage as normal and desirable, the portrayal of 
women, men, and children as sex objects, and the elevation of sex as the 
source of all happiness." In 1986, the ABC cut its ties with the Religious 
Coalition for Abortion Rights, of which it was a founding member. [EPS] 


South Africa: government plans curbs on anti-apartheid aid EPS 88.03.75 
JOHANNESBURG - The government has introduced legislation making it illegal for 
any individual or group to use overseas money for any “political aim or 
object". The Promotion of Orderly Internal Politics Bill could affect the 
South African Council of Churches. It relies heavily on overseas money. [EPS] 


Group says Olympics means homelessness for poor EPS 88.03.76 
WASHINGTON - According to the church-backed North American Coalition for Human 
Rights in Korea, the Olympic Games later this year in Seoul means some poor 
Koreans have had their homes torn down as part of an effort to make the 
country appear more beautiful for tourists. [EPS] 


USA: Baptist Press urged to use "Christian restraint" EPS 88.03.77 
NASHVILLE - A subcommittee of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention says Baptist Press, the SBC news service, should help foster 
"peace" between different factions in the denomination. It urged BP to 
exercise "Christian restraint" in stories which tend to impugn the motives of 
any Southern Baptists, or which tend to "unnecessarily" revive hostile 
feelings. Some have accused BP of bias during the long-running doctrinal 
controversy in the second-largest US denomination [EPS 88.03.78]. The Southern 
Baptist Press Association, said its review of 897 BP stories showed the news 
service is "fair, accurate, and comprehensive" in reporting SBC life. [EPS] 


USA: four Southern Baptist presidents explain themselves EPS 88.03.78 
NASHVILLE — President Adrian Rogers of the Southern Baptist Convention and his 
three immediate predecessors issued a joint "clear statement" (24 February) of 
"who we are, what we believe, and who speaks for us", because there have been 
"so many mis-statements" in recent years. The presidents' "Conservative 
Southern Baptist Affirmation" covers such issues as fundamentalism, biblical 
authority and interpretation, religious liberty, the role of women in the 
church, “parameters" of what Southern Baptists generally believe, prayer in 
State-run schools, and the "political agenda generally called New Right 
politics". Later, Russell Dilday, president of the SBC seminary in Fort Worth 
(Texas), said the presidents' statement "merely solidifies the hard-line 
position of those who have gained control of the SBC" and “effectively 
eliminates any middle ground on which to build a consensus." [EPS] 


Worship workshops for Latin America, North America, Caribbean EPS 88.03.79 
SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) -— The World and Latin American Councils of Churches and 
Latin American Biblical Seminary co-sponsored a worship workshop (here, 5-13 
March) for about three dozen Latin Americans. The workshop is one of a series 
aimed at the “enhancement of global ecumenical worship" in various regions. 
Another is scheduled for 5-15 July in Puslinch (Ontario/Canada) for 
participants from North America and the Caribbean. It is sponsored by the WCC 
in cooperation with the Toronto-based Ecumenical Forum. [EPS] 


UK: ‘Jesus is Alive" postmark causes controversy EPS 88.03.80 
LONDON -— Evangelist Paul Slennet paid 50,000 UK pounds (which he hopes to get 
back through donations) to have letters postmarked at 68 of the 69 UK postal 
sorting offices stamped with the slogan, "Jesus Is Alive!" through Easter (3 
April). However, representatives of Jews, humanists, and the National Secular 
Society have protested that the slogan offends their beliefs. The slogan had 
to be approved by the Royal Mail Philately Committee, which rules out anything 
it judges political, controversial, or obscene. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: archbishop out as mediator EPS 88.03.81 
MANAGUA -— Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said (2 March) Miguel Cardinal 
Obando y Bravo, Roman Catholic archbishop here, will no longer be needed to 
mediate government cease-fire talks with its contra opponents. A contra 
spokesperson called the dismissal a "very great setback" for peace. [EPS] 


Australia: church leaders call for prayer vigil EPS 88.03.82 
SYDNEY - Leaders of 14 Australian denominations asked Christians to take part 
in a "vigil of prayer for justice and reconciliation in Australian society" 
(14 March). The leaders planned to meet at a retreat house here. Focus of 
the vigil was issues raised in two statements by the church leaders in 
connection with this year's celebrations of the 200th anniversary of white 
settlement [EPS 88.02.19]. These include growing polarisations in Australian 
society, racism, isolationism, family breakdown, and the need for repentance 
for injustices done to Aborigines (Australia's original inhabitants and their 
descendants) since whites arrived. [EPS] 


Chile: bishops fault inaction on church building attacks EPS 88.03.83 
SANTIAGO - In a pastoral letter, Carlos Gonzalez Cruchaga, bishop of Talca and 
president of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Chile, has condemned 
break-ins and other attacks on church buildings in recent years, and accused 
the police of inaction in finding those responsible. [EPS] 


FRG: ecumenical appeal on Sunday observance EPS 88.03.84 
MAINZ - Karl Lehmann, the Roman Catholic bishop here who is president of the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops in the FRG (West Germany), and the United 
bishop of Berlin (West), Martin Kruse, president of the council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, last month urged that economic factors not 
undermine the traditional Sunday day of rest in this country. [EPS] 


France: bishops urge churches to remain open in July, August EPS 88.03.85 

LYON -— A letter from Albert Cardinal Decourtray, the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, who is president of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in France, 
urges that churches be kept open during July and August so that they can be 
visited "for their cultural value, and also as places of prayer and meditation 
by vacationers from all countries". He and the other two bishops who signed 
the letter deplore the "customary closing of too many of our churches". [EPS] 


France: church reps meet government minister on Gypsies EPS 88.03.86 
PARIS -— President Jacques Stewart of the Protestant Federation of France and 
three representatives of the Evangelical Gypsy Mission of France, met Claude 
Malhuret, French government minister for human rights (1 March) to urge an 
improvement in the Gypsies' human-rights situation, especially allowing them 
to park their caravans for longer periods. Of the estimated 300,000 Gypsies 
in France, about 50,000 are members of the mission. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: Cepad says monetary reform ‘sound’, cites problems EPS 88.03.87 
MANAGUA - In a message last month to agencies which cooperate with it, Cepad, 
the ecumenical relief and development agency here, describes Nicaragua's 
recent monetary reform as "essentially a sound response" to the country's 
economic problems, but notes that it will mean an increase in direct costs to 
Cepad of about 250,000 US dollars a year. As a result, Cepad says, it is 
calling for expense reductions of 12 percent. [EPS] 


Latin American, US church reps urge European help on peace EPS 88.03.88 
NEW YORK/QUITO - In a joint letter to foreign-affairs ministers of the 
12-nation European Community [made public 29 February], the presidents and 
general secretaries of the [US] National and Latin American Councils of 
Churches urge them to support the "autonomous regional peace process" agreed 
last August by five Central American presidents [EPS 87.08.89]. In 
particular, they ask that the EC ministers "redouble their efforts" to 
influence the United States and other nations to "respect the appeal" of the 
presidents to stop the flow of funds, arms, and other aid to "irregular forces 
or insurrectional movements". They also urge EC efforts to "improve the terms 
of trade for Central American products, and to work to have the economic 
blockade of Nicaragua withdrawn." [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: demonstrators ask religious liberty EPS 88.03.89 
PRAGUE - About 10,000 people joined in one of the largest Roman Catholic 
celebrations of the eucharist here since communist rule began in 1948. 
FrantiSek Cardinal TomaSek, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, had appealed 
for Czechoslovaks from all over the country to come to the cathedral here (6 
March) for a litrugy honouring Agnes of Bohemia, a 13th-century princess who 
renounced her title to found a convent and hospice. He has also urged 
Czechoslovaks to sign a 3l-point petition calling for increased religious 
liberty [EPS 88.03.38]. After worship, an estimated 1000 people gathered 
outside Tomasek's residence calling for greater religious liberty. [EPS] 


GDR: activists reported arrested after church service EPS 88.03.90 
BERLIN - GDR (East German) police reportedly arrested several activists (6 
March) following a church service attended by about 200 people denied 
permission to leave the country. [EPS] 


Canada: ‘religious bigotry' charged in interfaith service EPS 88.03.91 
TORONTO — Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu leaders were not allowed to help 
lead a recent interfaith service to mark the contributions of people of many 
faiths to Canadian life. A decision of the organizers restricted leadership 
to Jews, Christians, and Muslims, on grounds that they believe in one God. 
The excluded religious representatives charged “religious bigotry". [EPS] 


Canada: United Church debating sexual orientation, ordination EPS 88.03.92 
VICTORIA (British Columbia) - A multi-year debate on whether openly gay people 
may be ordained in the United Church of Canada is expected to be decided here 
in August by the UCC General Council. A 104-page report from a 13-person 
committee recommends that "morally responsible sexually active single adults, 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people" be considered for ordination on the same 
basis as any other candidates. TIwo of the five national UCC divisions are 
recommending instead a decalaration that sexual orientation is not a barrier 
to ordination. The council is also to deal with sections in the committee 
report urging a UCC confession that it has "marginalized, oppressed, and 
silenced" homosexuals. [EPS] 


Namibia: thousands attend funeral of bomb victims EPS 88.03.93 
OSHAKATI - The deaths of 27 people in the bank bombing here last month [EPS 
88.03.36] are the "fruit of the South African government's denying the 
Namibians free and peaceful elections," Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni told 
more than 5000 mourners at an outdoor funeral [27 February]. He said 
Namibians “want to be given the opportunity to vote for their own leaders." 
Dumeni's 18-year-old daughter Anna Ndahambelela was among those killed. South 
Africa has blamed the blast on Swapo, the principal group fighting South 
African rule in Namibia. Swapo denies responsiblity. From London, the 
ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre reports that Namibian "church sources 
indicate that the majority of people believe that the bombing was the work of 
a South African agent .... for South Africa has a history of bombing schools, 
church buildings, and hospitals. Swapo has kept its sabotage efforts directed 
mainly against government targets." [EPS] 


England: Anglican recommendations on alcohol abuse, blasphemy EPS 88.03.94 
LONDON - The English Anglican Board for Social Responsibility called this 
month for tougher measures to combat alcohol abuse. Besides changes in UK 
law, the report asks the church to set an example by always serving good 
quality and attractive alcohol-free drinks at church functions where alcohol 
is on offer. Another English Anglican report, endorsed by Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie, suggests that the current offences of blasphemy and 
blasphemous libel - which refer only to Christianity - be replaced with a law 
penalizing anyone who publishes grossly abusive or insulting material relating 
to any religion with the purpose of outraging religious feelings. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘World YMCA Statement on South African Developments’ EPS 88.03.95 


A six-—person delegation of the World Alliance of YMCAs, including Alliance 
Secretary General Lee Soo-Min, visited South Africa 21-29 February to meet 
South African YMCA leaders. During their visit, the South African government 
restricted 18 anti-apartheid organizations [EPS 88.03.34]. The delegation 
released this statement in Johannesburg at the end of its visit. 


.-. As a political system, apartheid denies people their God-given rights to 
justice and equality for it has rendered the vast majority of people in South 
Africa deprived and marginalised. 


As a Christian organization, it is our conviction that any attempt to silence 
the voices of people who seek to change this oppressive system, is a denial of 
their basic human right to self-determination. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs, through its life and work, seeks to promote 
justice and equality for all people. We believe this can happen only when 
each human being can exercise the right to individually and collectively 
express and pursue his/her aspirations. 


We therefore support the action of the South African YMCA in deploring the 
attempt to silence free speech, and call upon the government to reverse its 
decision in this matter. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: SA Church Leaders’ Letter to Botha, Parliament EPS 88.03.96 


This item is excerpted from the text of a letter (29 February) 23 South 
African church leaders prepared for South African President P.W. Botha and 
members of Parliament in the wake of severe government restrictions on 18 
anti-apartheid groups. [EPS 88.03.34] 


--- Only yesterday, one of our number pleaded publically with our people not 
to react to your measures by resorting to violence, but if some of our people 
turn to violence, you must take the responsibility. 


Your actions indicate to us that those of you in government have decided that 
only violence will keep you in power; that you have chosen the "military 
option" for our country. 


It appears to us that you are encouraging the growth of black surrogate forces 
to split the black community and to smash effective opposition to apartheid, 
moreover that you are trying to ensure as far as possible that it is the blood 
of black people, and not of white people, that is spilled in your struggle to 
hold onto power. 


We regard your restrictions not only as an attack on democratic activity in 
South Africa but as a blow directed at the heart of the church's mission in 
South Africa. 


The activities which have been prohibited are central to the proclamation of 
the gospel in our country and we must make it clear that, no matter what the 
consequences, we will explore every possible avenue for continuing the 
activities which you have prohibited other bodies from undertaking. ... 


Your position is becoming untenable. Your fellow South Africans want nothing 
more than to live in a just and peaceful country and we urge you - without too 
much hope of being heard - to turn from the path you have chosen. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Ecumenical Human-Rights Involvement’ EPS 88.03.97 


Koshy is international affairs director of the World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from an interview with WCC radio producer Monique 
McClellan. Koshy was reflecting on the 44th Session of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights [EPS 88.02.35,36,64] which met in Geneva from the beginning of 
February through mid-March. 


... Over the years the WCC understanding of human rights has expanded much. 
... We now have a rich experience in terms of our constituency, and in terms 
of the active involvements of large sections of the churches. ... 


The ... commission has evolved as [not only] one of the very few inter- 
governmental fora where human-rights issues are discussed, but [also] one of 
the few organs of the UN where non-governmental organizations [NGOs] have the 
maximum access. ... The evidence and information on which the commission acts 
or takes decisions, or makes recommendations ... substantially comes from 
non-governmental organizations. ... 


We will speak, give evidence about situations, where the churches have been 
acting. ... So, we will always find ourselves speaking about a few situations 
which we know better. But there may be certain situations on which only we 
may be able to speak, or speak more authentically than others. This time, for 
example, we spoke on New Caledonia. Nobody else spoke on it, but we can claim 
to have the best available information on the situation from the point of view 
of the people. ... 


There are many situations where the churches have now become the voice of the 
people, and in a very modest way we reflect that when we speak in the ... 
commission. We cannot in any way claim that the richness of the experience of 
the churches is fully reflected in what we can present to the commission. But 
I think this is one way in which we are also able to perform our function as 
the international representative of the churches. ... 


[Ihis year, the WCC also] intervened in the discussions on the question of 
human rights in the [Israeli-] Occupied Territories. This is an item on the 
agenda always, but we do not necessarily speak on it every year. This year we 
spoke, again mainly because of the new situation there, but not only because 
of that. For the first time in several years, the churches in that region, 
especially the church leadership in Jerusalem, spoke openly on that issue 
.... SO we could link it to the statement by the churches and involvement of 
the churches .... [Among other subjects, the WCC also spoke on South Africa, 
religious intolerance, and unexplained disappearances of people.] 


We have to make a fundamental distinction between the nature of religious 
liberty as a human right and other human rights, because for those who have 
religious faith, the right to practise that faith ... does not come ... from 
state authorities. ... [Also,] the liberty to practise a religion or faith, 
in addition to being an individual right, becomes a collective right of the 
religious community. Here it is different from human-rights violations like 
being imprisoned or being tortured. ... 


It is very interesting to note that the question of religious liberty is very 
high on the agenda of the ... commission. ... But we are also conscious that 
this discussion takes place at a time when conflict in which religious factors 
play a major role have proliferated. So religion has become very crucial, 
religion has become more political in that sense .... In a way, religious 
beliefs have been used for political purposes in many countries over various 
periods of history, but there is a new resurgence of religion which has 
specific implications for this question. ... [EPS] 


wcc AT 40 (II): The World Council of Churches - First Decade EPS 88.03.98 


This August marks the 40th anniversary of the founding First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam. This item is part of a series, 
looking back on WCC history, and reflecting on the possible ecumenical 
future. Material for this item is adapted from this year's WCC calendar. 
Part I in the series appeared as EPS 88.03.61. 


Representatives of 147 Protestant and Orthodox denominations (including 30 
from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East) came to the WCC First 
Assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. The theme, "Man's Disorder and God's 
Design", helped them reflect and act together in face of the spiritual, 
social, and political turmoil of the postwar world. 


John Foster Dulles, later to become US secretary of state, and Czech 
theologian Joseph Hromadka debated the issue of the church and the Cold War. 
Rejecting simplistic choices between capitalism and communism, Amsterdam 
insisted "Christianity cannot be equated with any political system." It 
proposed "the responsible society" as a criterion for Christian action in all 
societies. 


Philip Potter, later WCC general secretary, spoke for youth at Amsterdam: "We 
cannot express too strongly how pained we are by the divisions" of the church. 
"We need not so much ecumenical understanding as ecumenical obedience." 


The newly constituted WCC built on programmes begun during and just after the 
war: services to prisoners-of-war and refugees, reconstruction and restoring 
relations between war-estranged churches. Inter-church aid became a permanent 
and tangible manifestation of Christian solidarity expressed within the WCC. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) played an 
important role in formulating provisions for religious liberty in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations in 1948. 


The WCC Central Committee in 1949 set up a Commission on the Life and Work 
of Women and Men in the Church. An early project was the first global survey 
of "the service and status of women in the churches". 


To allay fears of a "super-church" dominated by a central administrative 
authority, the 1950 Central Committee in Toronto drafted a statement on "the 
church, the churches and the World Council of Churches", which remains one of 
the historic formulations of the character of the WCC. 


The UN action in support of South Korea prompted a much-debated 1950 Central 
Committee statement which commended the UN "for its prompt decision to meet 
this aggression", while urging governments to "press individually and through 
the UN for a just settlement by negotiation and conciliation". 


A 1950 Executive Committee statement called the newly-developed hydrogen bomb 
"the latest and most terrible step in the crescendo of warfare which has 
changed war. ... to mass murder .... This is a perversion; it is against the 
moral order by which man is bound; it is a sin against God." 


Reflecting ecumenical concern about the Arab-Israeli conflict, the WCC helped 
organize conferences in 1951, 1956, and 1969 to coordinate relief and 
rehabilitation work among Palestinian refugees. Out of these meetings grew a 
large ecumenical refugee programme. 


The "message to the churches" from the 1952 World Conference on Faith and 
Order in Lund (Sweden) asked "whether they should not act together in all 
matters except those in which deep differences of conviction compel them to 
act separately". [over] 


wcec40/2 


The Kottayam (India) world youth conference in 1952 - attended by 350 people 
from 55 countries (two-thirds from Asia, the Middle East, and the Pacific) - 
was the first time young people addressed ecumenical questions in a 
non-Western setting. They struggled with issues raised by political 
independence movements, renascent world religions, communism, and the need to 
rethink their understanding of the church. 


Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru spoke to the 1953 Central Committee in 
Lucknow (India). 


At the August 1954 Second Assembly, in Evanston (near Chicago), 174 
denominations were represented. In line with the theme, "Christ, the Hope of 
the World", delegates commended a major theological statement on Christian 
hope, which addressed the old theological conflict between an emphasis on 
Christian hope “beyond" and "within" history. 


Declaring segregation based on race, colour, or ethnic origin “contrary to the 
gospel and incompatible with the Christian doctrine of man and with the nature 
of the church of Christ", the assembly urged churches to abolish segregation 
and discrimination "within their own life and within society". 


The Evanston report on international affairs pointed to the immense challenge 
of translating Christian hope into corporate and individual action for human 
rights, justice, and peace “in an hour of grave international crisis". UN 
Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold told the assembly of his appreciation for 
the church contribution to peace. 


Concerned by “specific and serious cases of religious persecution and 
repression", Evanston reaffirmed earlier WCC declarations on _ religious 
liberty. The assembly called for more action by the WCC and its churches, and 
proposed a study of proselytism and religious liberty. 


The Roman Catholic archbishop of Chicago forbade Roman Catholics to enter 
Evanston to take part in the assembly. But a French Roman Catholic priest, in 
a hotel on the city line, used daily accounts from WCC staff and delegates to 
report on the assembly for a French newspaper. (Roman Catholic observers 
attended the Third Assembly, in 1961.) 


In 1955, the WCC launched a _ study programme on "Common Christian 
Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid Social Change", defining ecumenical 
participation in decolonization and nation-building. The Central Committee's 
1955 statement on "Disarmament and Peaceful Change" was a pioneer analysis of 
how measures to advance peaceful change are related to significant disarmament 
agreements. 


Ecumenical work camps, prominent in Europe's post-war reconstruction, expanded 
in the 1950s to include community social service as well as construction work. 
With 10,000 young people from 60 countries taking part in 387 camps in 47 
countries, the camps were an important vehicle for ecumenical education and 
training. 


In October 1956, an uprising in Hungary and Soviet intervention created 
thousands of refugees. By the end of the month, the first convoy in what was 
to become a major WCC relief operation brought food, blankets and medical 
supplies to Lutheran and Reformed parishes in Gyor (Hungary). The WCC helped 
organize a comprehensive relief, counselling, and welfare service for 
Hungarian refugees, and assisted in resettling more than 26,000 of them. 
[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/08) 


The current (#1, 1988) newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on its Programme on Church and Persons with 


Disabilities. 
Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


an appeal for 150,000 US dollars for relief in the wake of floods in Rio 
de Janeiro (3 March) 


a situation report on the Lichinga airlift in Niassa province of 
Mozambique (7 March) 


A brochure on the Visser ‘'t Hooft Endowment Fund for Ecumenical Leadership 
[EPS 87.07.35] is available from WCC/OICD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 88.03.65, in paragraph 3, line 4, substitute correct spelling to 
Taukei. 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. United Methodist News Service is looking for a news director for its 
New York office to succeed the retiring Frances Smith, a former editor of 
EPS. Contact Thomas McAnally, Box 320, Nashville TN 37202. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Viadimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
Oru 3245 wel wal3). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 08 March. The 
next is scheduled for 15 March. 


EPS deadlines in March are 8h00 GMT on Mondays and Wednesday, 30 March. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY MARKED BY GDR Ecumenical Press 
BISHOP'S MEETING WITH HONECKER Service 88.03.99 


BERLIN (GDR) - At church request, Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich, who chairs the 
Federation of Evangelical [United and Lutheran regional] Churches in the GDR 
(East Germany) met with GDR leader Erich Honecker (6 March) on the 10th 
anniversary of Honecker's meeting with Leich's predecessor. 


The 1978 meeting [1978 EPS #8] led to the principle of "cooperation instead of 
confrontation" in church-state relations. 


There was no statement following the meeting, but ADN, the GDR news agency, 
reported that Honecker assured Leich that the government will continue its 
policy of dialogue with the church, will not mix in church affairs, and will 
not tolerate discrimination against Christians. 


Added ADN, "To choose another way than one of cooperation would be to work 
into the hands of those who are not in agreement with our common way, but who 
want confrontation instead of constructive church-state relations." 


Following the ADN account, church representatives issued a less rosy account, 
noting that Leich had brought with him an extensive list of church concerns, 
and noting various strains in church-state relations. It observed that the 
church is currently functioning as a forum for debate about societal issues in 
the absence of state willingness to dialogue with critics. 


Other issues on the church agenda are non-military, alternative service for 
conscientious objectors; equal opportunities for Christians in education; 
cooperation between the state and church-related groups concerned with 
environmental issues; the legal possibility for "serious" Western newspapers 
to enter the GDR; and increased opportunities for GDR citizens to travel to 
other countries. [EPS] 


BRAZILIAN CHURCH PEOPLE Ecumenical Press 
TESTIFY ON LAND STRUGGLE Service 88.03.100 
GENEVA -— Three members of the ecumenical Pastoral Land Commission in Brazil 


told a meeting this month of the UN Human Rights Commission that government 
policy on land in Brazil in the six years between 1978 and 1984 increased by 
92.2 million hectares the amount of land controlled by large landholders. 


In their testimony, they also objected to the conditions of virtual slavery to 
which workers on hundreds of plantations are subject. CPT Vice President 
Inacio Lemke, a Lutheran pastor, said publicity is important for the "land 
struggle", and "now there seems to be more and more pressure from the owners 
of the big media in Brazil to suppress ... information" about it. 


CPT concentrates on theological work, juridical assistance, methodological 
support, and health work among peasants. "Through the church leaders we also 
carry quite some weight in public opinion", he observed, "because Brazil is a 
very religious country." 


Among most church people, Lemke said, "we have no major problems. The most 
embarrassing conflicts are with some pastors and even bishops who themselves 
have obtained huge plots of land from the government, and who tend to react 
and behave just as bad as any other big landowner.” 


The other two CPT representatives here were a Roman Catholic priest, Marcelo 
de Barros Souza, and a lawyer, Daniel Resch. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL COMMITTEE URGES PRIORITY TO Ecumenical Press 
ISRAELI—PALESTINIAN CONFLICT RESOLUTION Service 88.03.101 


ISTANBUL - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting 
here, 7-12 March) urged WCC members to give "very high priority to efforts to 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict." The committee's statement [EPS 
88.03.129] urges the "immediate convening" of an international peace 
conference on the Middle East "along the lines proposed by the United 
Nations." WCC members are encouraged to "mobilize support" for such a 
conference. 


To include representatives of Israel and neighbouring Arab states, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, and of the five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council (USA, USSR, UK, France, China), the conference would "take 
urgent steps for the implementation of the rights of the Palestinians, 
incuding the right of establishing a sovereign Palestinian state." It "should 
also take steps to offer peace, recognition, and security to Israel in return 
for Israeli withdrawal from the Occupied Territories, thus ensuring the 
genuine national security interests and mutually interdependent 
self-—determination of both the Palestinian and Israeli peoples." 


Among other things, WCC members are asked to “affirm solidarity with the 
Palestinian people in their struggle for justice, to support movements and 
communities within Israel "working for peace and reconciliation", promote 
Israeli-Palestinian, and Jewish-Islamic-Christian dialogue, and = "bring 
pressure upon the government of Israel, through diplomatic and other measures, 
for negotiations, within the framework" of the proposed conference. 


In a separate action, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro was asked to take 
action, through a statement and/or sharing information, on two other Middle 
East issues - the Jerusalem—based International Christian Embassy (which 
supports "biblical Christian Zionism" and is organizing its Second 
International Christian Zionist Congress, in Jerusalem next month), and the US 
administration's decision to close the PLO office in the United States. 


The committee voted 75,000 US dollars to establish an Ecumenical Decade Fund 
to "support actions in solidarity with women, corresponding to the objectives" 
of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women approved by the 
1987 meeting of the WCC Central Committee [EPS 87.01.36]. 


The decade is to be formally launched next month. The Executive Committee 
recommended that decade objectives be presented and discussed at the next 
meetings of church synods and assemblies, and that "all sectors of the church 
be encouraged to participate" in the decade. 


The committee regretted that the Vatican declined a WCC invitation to be 
co-inviter with the WCC to a planned World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and 
the Integrity of Creation [EPS 88.01.04], but it welcomed the Vatican 
commitment to collaborate actively in preparation for and participation in 
it. The committee established a preparatory group for the convocation, to be 
held no later than April 1990 with an estimated attendance of 550 people. 


On WCC-Roman Catholic relations in general, the committee suggested a few 
changes in a staff paper on the subject, after which it is to be sent to WCC 
members for “information, study, and comments" in advance of the meeting next 
August of the WCC Central Committee, which may take action based on it. 


The committee approved several staff appointments, whose details were to be 
released later. It also met and worshipped with representatives of notable 
communities in the country's Christian minority, including Eastern and 
Oriental (Armenian and Syrian) Orthodox [EPS 88.03.130]. [EPS] 


Week of celebrations to mark John Wesley's ‘heartwarming' EPS 88.03.102 
LONDON - A week-long celebration is planned by the British Methodist Church to 
mark the 250th anniversary of the "heartwarming" experience of English 
Anglican priest John Wesley which led to the formation of the Methodist 
movement. Queen Elizabeth is expected to join 2500 Methodists from around the 
world 24 May in St Paul's Cathedral here for worship marking the anniversary. 
Other highlights of the celebration include tours of Wesley historic sites in 
England, the naming of train engines for Wesley and his brother Charles, and 
introduction of a new Methodist flag. Related observances are planned in the 
United States (where most Methodists live) and other parts of the world. 
[EPS] 


USA: Baptist staff member out over views on converting Jews EPS 88.03.103 
UNION (New Jersey) - George Sheridan, regional director here for the 
interfaith witness department of the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, left his post last month following disagreements about 
conversion of Jews to Christianity. Last July, Sheridan wrote to board 
administrators that he believes Jews “receive salvation through their having 
been chosen by God in covenant with Abraham, Moses, and the prophets. I find 
in the entire Christian Bible no hint that God cancels out loving kindness 
previously dispensed or promised." HMB President Larry Lewis said Sheridan's 
views do not reflect the board's theological position, or that of most SBC 
members. "The Bible teaches there is no other way to salvation except through 
a personal faith in Jesus Christ", Lewis said. After Roman Catholicism, the 
SBC is the largest US denomination. [EPS] 


USSR: Latvian pastor reportedly restored to his post EPS 88.03.104 
KULDIGA (Latvia) - Modris Plate, the Lutheran pastor who has been critical of 
official church and state policies in Latvia [EPS 87.11.57] has reportedly 
been restored to his pastorate here, having been given back his official 
licence by Soviet authorities last month. [EPS] 


USSR: Russian Orthodox reported planning new Ukrainian parishes EPS 88.03.105 
KIEV — Keston College reports (3 March) that the Russian Orthodox Church has 
begun a "campaign to open new parishes in western Ukraine", an area which has 
been a stronghold of Ukrainian Catholicism. The Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
the Soviet Union officially reunited with the Russian Orthodox Church after 
World War II. [EPS] 


Brazil: RC bishops protest official corruption EPS 88.03.106 
RIO DE JANEIRO - Brazil's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a strongly worded 
protest that official corruption "remains unpunished, protected by a tolerance 
that borders on connivance." Also, they backed the proposed constitution 
against attempts in Brazil's Constituent Assembly to change it. In reply, 
Brazilian President José Sarney called attention to a recent bank scandal 
involving the Vatican, rejecting the right of the bishops to censure anyone's 
conduct. Sarney added that the government is open to any inquiry the church 
wishes on allegations of corruption. He said his own conduct in office 
reflects "monastic austerity". He said that in the presidential palace since 
he came to power, "the only celebration has been of the holy mass ... no 
parties, no banquets, no receptions." In reply, Luciano Mendes de Almeida, 
president of the bishops' conference, proposed creation of a high-level, 
democratically chosen commission to look into corruption charges. He denied 
that the bishops were criticizing the president or his government. [EPS] 


Venezuela: church leaders push for electoral reform EPS 88.03.107 
CARACAS — Latinamerica Press reports (25 February) that Roman Catholic church 
leaders and opposition political figures are pushing the ruling Accion 
Democratica party for electoral reform which will allow Venezuelans to vote 
for individual candidates, instead of just for party lists. [EPS] 


USA: religious groups sponsoring 157 shareholder resolutions EPS 88.03.108 
NEW YORK - Coordinated by the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, 
US religious groups are sponsoring 157 shareholder resolutions involving 127 
corporations this year. Resolutions focus on such issues as withdrawal from 
South Africa, renegotiation of third-world debt, a halt to space- and 
nuclear-weapons production, and special attention to opportunities for women 
and minority-group members. Over half the resolutions ask corporations to cut 
ties with South Africa. ICCR is a 17-year-old coalition of denominations, 
religious communities, dioceses, agencies, and pension funds, with investments 
worth more than 20 billion (20 thousand million) US dollars. [EPS] 


Day of prayer for Northern Ireland set EPS 88.03.109 
LONDON - The Roman Catholic bishops of Britain and Ireland suggested 17 March, 
the feast of Patrick, the fifth-century bishop in Ireland, as a day of special 
prayer for Northern Ireland. The bishops said the past year has been "another 
year of division, destruction, and death" in the UK province. They also 
observed that “injustice cannot be removed by violence." [EPS] 


India: law changed on charitable trusts,including church bodies EPS 88.03.110 
DELHI -— The Lok Sabha (the Indian national legislature) has changed Indian law 
to allow the Central Board of Direct Taxes to nominate a member of the board 
of trustees of any charitable trust. It also requires that the entire income 
of the trust be spent within its financial year, and that any unspent balances 
must be kept in a bank for at least six months. Church bodies are among those 
affected by the new law. [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical council urges more refugees be accepted EPS 88.03.11] 
SYDNEY -— The 13-denomination Australian Council of Churches has urged that 
within the next three years, the annual number of people permitted to 
immigrate to Australia be increased from 120,000 to 180,000. In addition, the 
ACC suggesteds the government increase the number of people it accepts in its 
"refugee and special humanitarian" category from 12,000 to 18,000 a year. 
Also, it supported non-discrimination in immigration policy, urged ACC members 
to tackle racist attitudes in their own communities. and expressed concern for 
Christian minorities facing persecution in their homelands, notably Assyrian 
Christians around the Iran/Iraq/Turkey border. [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical council supports RC bishops on wealth EPS 88.03.112 
SYDNEY -— The Executive of the Australian Council of Churches has urged ACC 
members to take part in an inquiry being conducted by the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops into the distribution of wealth in Australia. The ACC 
leadership said it agrees with the bishops that the widening gap between rich 
and poor in Australia is a matter of grave concern. It also applauded the 
fact that the bishops' study is to include the question of Australian 
affluence compared to the poverty of many of its regional neighbours. [EPS] 


India: government turning over church property EPS 88.03.113 

MADRAS (Tamil Nadu) - After years of delay and legal uncertainty, the Indian 
government has agreed to transfer to church control a seven-acre site in the 
heart of the city which includes St Andrew's church, a former [Reformed] 
Church of Scotland (Kirk) parish which joined the [United] Church of South 
India in 1959. The prolonged uncertainty resulted at least partly because St 
Andrew's was related to the Kirk Chaplaincy Board in connection with its work 
when India was part of the British Empire. That work ended in the wake of 
Indian independence in 1947. Finally, early this year, the Indian defence 
ministry agreed to transfer the property to the CSI Trust Association through 
the CSI bishop here. Church authorities agreed that the property will be used 
to benefit those in physical, mental, spiritual, and economic need. Christians 


are barely three percent of the Indian population, though they are one in 10 
in Tamil Nadu. [EPS] 


Switzerland: activist pastor voted out by Reformed parish EPS 88.03.114 
ZURICH — Peter Walss, pastor of the Reformed parish of Seebach, was voted out 
of his post this month. The tally against him was 1308-961. Walss has been 
active on behalf of refugees and tenants, and against Swiss banking laws which 
facilitate the transfer of funds to Switzerland from the third world. Votes 
on continuing the tenure of a pastor are provided for in Reformed church 
practice in the area. A campaign against Walss was mounted before the vote; 
many of the voters, though parish members, do not come to worship frequently. 
[EPS] 


Switzerland: ‘Women for the Church and the Pope' formed EPS 88.03.115 
WURENLOS - Women for the Church and the Pope, a newly formed organization, 
says it disagrees with a petition from the League of Swiss Catholic Women 
calling for improvements in the situation of women in the church. [EPS] 


Synod Abroad rejects Russian Orthodox overture EPS 88.03.1116 
NEW YORK —- Hierarchs of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR, 
or Synod Abroad, based here) have vigorously rejected a suggestion from 
bishops of the Moscow-based Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) that this year's 
observance of the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev 
be a time of rapprochement [EPS 87.10.106]. Addressing "pastors and 
congregations of the Russian Orthodox Church", the ROCOR bishops say the 
"garments [of ‘our Mother Church'] are stained with the blood of millions ... 
martyred for Christ and for loyalty to his church." ROC, they say, 
"officially recognized by the atheistic rulers, is powerless to help them, or 
even to improve its own situation." The ROCOR bishops say rapprochement is 
impossible because the Soviet church-state relationship "deprives the 
patriarchate of its freedom, and justifies the totally arbitrary rule of 
governmental leaders over the affairs of the church". In addition, they say, 
the patriarchate rejects "our modern-day martyrs" (since Soviet communist rule 
began in 1917), considers the Synod Abroad "outside the life-saving fold of 
the Mother Church", and has an "ever-increasing attraction ... to ecumenism, 
participating in prayers even with heathens and idolators." [EPS] 


USA: 3 ‘openly gay' students reported certified for ordination EPS 88.03.117 
BERKELEY - Lutherans Concerned, which describes itself as a "Christian 
ministry for lesbian and gay understanding", reports that "three openly gay 
Lutheran seminarians have been certified for call and ordination" in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. They would be eligible for ordination 
upon satisfactory completion of seminary work and receipt and acceptance of a 
call to pastoral ministry from a congregation or church agency. LC says "none 
of the three was required to make any pledges of behaviour other than that 
required of all candidates for ordination." [EPS] 


Hungary: ecumenical meeting of theological professors EPS 88.03.118 
BUDAPEST — Reformed, Baptist, Lutheran, and Free Church seminary teachers met 
here earlier this year in what was described by Hungarian Church Press (1 
March) as a “long-cherished idea" to exchange experiences, coordinate efforts, 
and offer each other mutual support. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: authorities release 55,000 Bibles EPS 88.03.119 
ADDIS ABABA - Ethiopian authorities have released 55,000 Bibles held at the 
border for the last four years, according to President Francis Stephanos of 
the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus. The Bibles, in 
Amharic, were intended for the, EECMY. [EPS] 


Hungary: communist journal treats ‘upkeep of churches' EPS 88.03.120 
BUDAPEST - Recently, Gtlet 88, weekly financial review of the Hungarian Young 
Communist League, carried a five-page article called "the upkeep of churches". 
Hungarian Church Press (1 March) called it a "perceptive and helpful analysis 
of the economic concerns of the religious communities". [EPS] 


Canterbury says ‘Jesus Is Alive’ postmark ‘insensitive' EPS 88.03.121 
LONDON - Writing to the British Humanist Association, [Anglican] Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie calls it “insensitive” to use the slogan "Jesus Is 
Alive" in mail posted in the United Kingdom through the middle of next month. 
"Christians must be expected to wish to affirm it on appropriate occasions", 
Runcie's letter says, "but the imposition of a postmark by a public monopoly 
is hardly an affirmation of faith, since the sender can exercise no choice in 
the matter." The postmark was arranged by evangelist Paul Slennet. He paid 
50,000 UK pounds for the privilege [EPS 88.03.80]. [EPS] 


Zambia: government reported investigating ecumenical foundation EPS 88.03.122 
KITWE -— The state-run Times of Zambia newspaper reports that the government 
Special Investigations Team on Economy and Trade is probing allegations that 
the Midolo Ecumenical Foundation made private arrangements with a firm to 
import goods worth 63,000 US dollars using money from the World Council of 
Churches meant for student scholarships. [EPS] 


Eastern Orthodox and Reformed open world dialogue EPS 88.03.123 
BASEL (Switzerland) -— About 35 theologians met here (7-11 March) for the first 
meeting of the official world dialogue between Eastern Orthodox and Reformed 
Christians. They decided to work on a common statement on the faith as it is 
expressed in the fourth-century Nicene Creed. The group's next meeting was 
set for 1990. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate are coordinating participation by the two traditions. [EPS] 


France: ecumenical statement on Sunday values EPS 88.03.124 
STRASBOURG — The Roman Catholic bishops, and the Lutheran and Reformed church 
presidents for the Alsace-Lorraine region of France have issued a joint 
Statement on the value of Sunday as a day of rest. Human beings, it says, 
"cannot be reduced solely to their economic function." It urges those who 
take decisions about work on Sunday to "share a concern for the total vocation 
of human beings." [EPS] 


France: Protestant commission questions presidential candidates EPS 88.03.125 
PARIS - The Social, Economic, and International Commission of the Protestant 
Federation of France has released a series of questions to candidates in the 
upcoming French presidential elections. They cover eight subjects - 
economics, culture, youth, justice, defence, European integration, French 
territory overseas (notably New Caledonia), and North-South relations (notably 
the third-world debt). [EPS] 


France/South Africa: 300th anniversary of Huguenots marked EPS 88.03.126 
PARIS -— To mark the 300th anniversary of the arrival in what is now South 
Africa of Huguenot (Reformed) refugees from France, President Jacques Stewart 
of the French Protestant Federation sent (3 March) a message to members of the 
South African Council of Churches. [EPS] 


South Africa: Eight RC bishops protest government restrictions EPS 88.03.127 
JOHANNESBURG - In a joint pastoral letter (11 March), eight Roman Catholic 
bishops - including the archbishops of Durban, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, and 
Cape Town, and Reginald Orsmond, the bishop here who is acting president of 
the bishops' conference, express "profound dismay at several state actions" in 
South Africa in recent weeks, notably restrictions on 18 anti-apartheid 
organizations [EPS 88.03.34], proposed restrictions on overseas funding for 
human-rights activities [EPS 88.03.75], and curbs on the church-backed New 
Nation newspaper. "These actions", they say, "have heightened levels of fear 
and tension, and the degree of oppression experienced by many of our fellow 
citizens." They add that their duty to speak out because "basic human-rights 
are violated ... must in no way be construed as meddling in politics", and 
they invoke papal support for their letter. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Letter on Action Against CCA' EPS 88.03.128 


This letter was sent last month by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches to General Secretary Sang Jung Park of the Christian 
Conference of Asia, in the wake of the decision of the government of Singapore 
to expel the CCA [EPS 88.01.01]. 


.-. The WCC strongly protests the action of the Singapore government against 
an ecumenical organization on the basis of false accusations. The Singapore 
government has distorted through such allegations the purpose, nature and 
functioning of the CCA. 


Both because of the support of the WCC to the CCA in its activities and 
because of its own understanding of the mission of the churches, the WCC 
rejects the allegations of the Singapore government. 


The action of the Singapore government raises questions about religious 
freedom. An important part of religious freedom is the freedom for religious 
organizations to function and to have contacts and cooperation across nations 
among followers of the same religion. 


The functioning of the regional ecumenical organizations has helped the 
promotion of regional identity and cooperation, and governments instead of 
curtailing their activities should promote them. 


As you rightly pointed out in your statement, we cannot accept that any 
government has the right to judge what the issues related to the Christian 
faith are: "Our faith is a dynamic one and we are constantly challenged to 
relate it to what happens around us in the larger realm of society. In that 
sense Christian faith touches all issues." 


Therefore, the new situation demands a reaffirmation of our faith and boldly 
living up to its implications. We are confident that the CCA will accept the 
challenge in this spirit. 


The actions of the Singapore government have wide implications and they are 
not confined to the CCA. The challenge posed is to the whole ecumenical 
movement. 


It is necessary for all of us to reaffirm our faith, reiterate our mandate and 
interpret our actions. This occasion we have to utilize to strengthen the 
ecumenical movement calling upon our member churches for reaffirmation of 
their commitment. 


I am sure that you count with the resources of experience and wisdom of the 
many Asian church leaders who in the past served in the many tasks of CCA and 
also with the boldness and courage of the present generation of ecumenically 
committed Christians. 


As we reaffirmed together our loyalty to the CCA as servant of the ecumenical 
movement in Asia, we will transform this occasion in a real blessing. 


We know that in the coming months, especially at the General Committee, you 
will be making the necessary policy decision plans to meet the demands of the 
situation. The WCC will be happy to assist you in whatever ways you deem fit. 


We assure you again of our solidarity with you because we are together in the 
one and the same ecumenical movement. We uphold you, your colleagues and your 
families in our intercessions. Yours sincerely in Christ ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Conflict’ EPS 88.03.129 


This is excerpted from a statement approved by the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. Other portions appear in EPS 88.03.101.] 


... The popular uprising in the Occupied Territories ... reflects a new stage 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The recent events have shown clearly 
that the occupation cannot be prolonged. The excessive violence used by 
Israeli authorities to suppress the uprising deserves strong condemnation by 
the international community. ... The Executive Committee supports the historic 
Statement of the heads of the Christian communities of Jerusalem [EPS 
88.02.36]. 


... There is a new opportunity and urgency for peace-making today through a 


comprehensive solution. Both sides have to seize the opportunity and take 
risks to make peace as prolongation of the conflict will have catastrophic 
consequences. Mutual recognition of the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and 


of their rights on the basis of equality is the only guarantee for peace and 
security .... [The committee] further calls upon the member churches: 


— to support the efforts of the Middle East Council of Churches and churches 
in the area in humanitarian programmes and in the work for justice and peace; 


— to support the [WCC] CICARWS appeal for emergency needs in the Occupied 
Territories; 


- to uphold in their intercessions all those affected by the Israeli- — 
Palestinian conflict; 


- to continue to pray for peace in the Holy Land, remembering that "the 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace" (James 
3318). 


ECUVIEW/Shnork Kalustian: ‘Oriental Orthodox Commitment' EPS 88.03.130 


Kalustian is the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] archbishop and patriarch in 
Istanbul. This item is excerpted from his reflections during evening worship 
attended (9 March) by members of the WCC Executive Committee [EPS 88.03.101]. 


--. It is impossible for me to forget the words of [Eastern Orthodox 
Ecumenical] Patriarch Athenagoras ... who on one occasion, visibly moved by 
the spirit of our liturgy, related to me with great affection: "I am ready to 
receive Holy Communion from the Armenian chalice, because I believe we have 
the same faith. But ... I cannot decide by myself ...." 


The fathers of the Armenian church in the past centuries have continuously 
sought unity with other sister churches, through bilateral discussions on the 
basis of love, brotherhood, and equality of the sides involved. It is a 
common conviction of Armenian historians today that the church division caused 
centuries ago in this very land [in the wake of the Council of Chalcedon of 
451], was, candidly speaking, a result of the pressures imposed by the 
imperial churches on the little vineyards of God, such as the Armenian, 
Syrian, and Coptic [Egyptian], churches. 


The Armenian church today ... affirms her faith in and support for the 
ecumenical movement, which will eventually, by God's grace, bring us to full 
reconciliation and full unity, without eliminating the cultural wealth and 
unique spiritual experiences that each church has accumulated during her 


centuries of existence. Someday, this goal has to be achieved. We have 
God's word for it. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/D. Preman Niles: 'The JPIC Process' EPS 88.03.131 


Niles directs the current emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation at the World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from a set 
of “answers to questions that are often asked about the JPIC process." 


-.- Although there are many programme elements in JPIC, we prefer to call it a 
process rather than a programme because the main emphasis is on churches and 
Christian groups coming together locally, nationally and regionally to commit 
themselves to the struggle for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 


To participate in this process is to realize that whatever the point of entry 
- the issue of justice, or of peace, or of the integrity of creation — we are 
all engaged in one common struggle. To come to this realization is one of the 
goals of the JPIC process. 


Another goal is to view this commitment to justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation as a response of faith. That is why we are calling for the strongest 
form of ecclesial commitment to this struggle. We are asking for the 
commitments of churches, Christian communities and organizations, and not only 
for the commitments of individuals. 


In calling for these commitments as the goal or aim of the JPIC process, we 
ask certain specific questions: 


- How is the struggle for justice, peace and the integrity of creation 
perceived in your situation? 


- What are the commitments you have made or positions you have taken? 
- What are the bases or grounds on which you have taken these positions? 
- What is the community that has made this commitment? ... 


We do not intend that there be an organized progression from national events 
to regional gatherings and finally to a world convocation. We expect many such 
events to take place, because JPIC calls for a broad movement of churches and 
Christians to commit themselves to the struggles for justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation in solidarity with others who are also in these 
struggles. 


We expect these commitments to be given visibility in JPIC events through 
confessions of faith and acts of commitment or covenanting which will express 
clear positions leading to specific courses of action. Each such event, 
therefore, is in a full sense a JPIC event that has validity and integrity in 
a particular context, and is not simply a preparation for a world convocation. 


We expect the commitments and courses of action made in the various JPIC 
gatherings to continue beyond the world convocation [in 1990]. The world 
convocation is essentially a gathering of churches seeking to speak with a 
common voice and to give a common witness on the contemporary issues of life. 


.-- The world convocation is expected to release a common statement on 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation, identify and speak to the 
critical issues and struggles in this area, and indicate courses of action for 
the churches. It will draw from the larger JPIC process and in turn encourage 
its continuance in the struggles for JPIC. Hence, the world convocation 
should not be viewed as the culmination of a process, but rather as an 
extremely important step on the way that expresses the common mind of the 
churches at a particular point in a continuing JPIC process. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mary Jo McConahay: ‘Honduras & Central American Peace" EPS 88.03.132 
This item is excerpted from Lima—based Latinamerica Press. 


... Despite government efforts to downplay it, interest in the [Central 
American] peace accord is high. ... For instance, more than 6000 people packed 
the National University auditorium to hear the Nicaraguan ambassador and 
others tout the treaty's benefits, while across town, Chamber of Commerce 
members discussed it, some concluding ... [it] would be good for business. ... 


In a sparsely furnished office, one top peasant organizer pushed his straw hat 
back on his head and reported that he recently met other labour leaders about 
the accord, which they decided to vigorously support. ... 


Indeed, while international attention focuses on broad issues of compliance, 
the plan's effect on US security interests and the attitude of ... Nicaragua, 
in the region itself, the peace plan is important for the way it has stirred 
debate and shaken up internal opposition. 


..- In Honduras, one of the poorest countries in Latin America - half are 
unemployed and the illiteracy rate in the countryside reaches 80 percent - the 
regional conflict is seen as a frustrating block to economic progress, even 
among those who wish the Sandinistas [the Nicaraguan government] would 
disappear. ... 


"On every corner there is visible poverty, children selling things to make a 
living, a panorama of dissatisfaction", said Victor Artiles, secretary general 
of the Honduran Workers' Confederation, the country's largest labour 
organization. "The young see it. Naturally, they also detest the fact they 
can't move freely in the region any more and might face war. If this plan 
doesn't work you could have some strong resentment." 


Fear of [contra] rebels who may soon be redundant [in the case of peace] also 
grips Hondurans. ... Locals along the Patuca River, where some rebels have 
settled, complain that contras unfairly fish the river by exploding hand 
grenades, and that contra families are muscling their way into the lucrative 
informal border trade. 


The Honduran army numbers only about 3000 more than the contras by most 
estimates, and the well-armed rebels have had more practical fighting 
experience. While thousands have moved into Nicaragua in recent months, their 
continued presence in Honduras is a tinderbox in the border region. ... 


Compounding pressure on scarce economic resources, the population of war 
refugees - mostly from Nicaragua and El Salvador - has probably topped 200,000 
here according to relief sources. Only about 49,000 receive assistance from 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. ... Some 10,000 Hondurans, principally 
small farmers in the south-east region bordering on Nicaragua, have also been 
displaced. ... 


The peace accord ... particularly enjoins governments to pay attention to the 
displaced. ... Originally, [the Honduran] foreign minister ... announced that 
since no armed guerrilla conflict exists here, Honduras need not comply with 
the accord's provision for a national reconciliation commission [as] "it would 
be like taking medicine for an imaginary illness." ... 


But calls for a commission by various church groups, labour organizations, the 
Committee for Private Enterprise and the Committee for Human Rights forced 
President [José] Azcona to reconsider and announce ... that such a body would 
be formed. [EPS] 


wcC AT 40 (III): The World Council of Churches - Second Decade EPS 88.03.133 


This August marks the 40th anniversary of the founding First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam. This item is part of a series, 
looking back on WCC history, and reflecting on the possible ecumenical 
future. Material for this item is adapted from this year's WCC calendar. 
Earlier parts of this series appeared as EPS 88.03.61,96. 


The WCC has consistently supported geographically defined ecumenical partners. 
What is now the Christian Conference of Asia was formed in 1959, as was the 
Conference of European Churches. The All Africa Conference of Churches 
officially began in 1963. 


The Pacific Conference of Churches had its First Assembly in 1966. The 
Caribbean Conference of Churches was formed in 1973. (The CCC and PCC are the 
two regional ecumenical organizations in which Roman Catholic jurisdictions 
are full members.) Later came the Middle East (1974) and Latin American 
(1982) Councils of Churches. 


In 1957, the International Missionary Council set up a fund to help train 
clergy in third world countries. After the IMC merged with the WCC (in 1961), 
this fund became part of the WCC Programme on Theological Education, which 
supports seminaries and theological faculties, and encourages development of a 
truly ecumenical "theology by the people". 


A 1959 conference in Thessalonica (Greece) on "Christian Action in Rapid 
Social Change" gave church people from the third world a chance to develop a 
common strategy to face revolutionary changes in their countries. 


Its report noted that "in the span of a single lifetime men are forced to 
grapple with immense unprecedented revolutions, affecting every aspect of 
national as well as most realms of personal life." 


Eight months after a March 1960 massacre in Sharpeville revealed the 
brutality of apartheid, the report of a WCC-sponsored consultation of South 
African members in Cottesloe affirmed that no Christian may be excluded from 
any church on grounds of race or colour. 


Though approved by 80 per cent of the participants, the report was repudiated 
by three white Reformed denominations in South Africa, which later withdrew 
from the WCC. 


Holding the Third Assembly (November 1961) in New Delhi attested to the 
growing prominence on the WCC agenda of third-world church concerns. The 
theme "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World" related to both the Asian setting 
and the Christian understanding of witness, service, and unity. 


Among the 23 new WCC members churches (bringing the total to 197) were the 
Russian Orthodox Church and the Orthodox Churches of Bulgaria, Romania, and 
Poland, two Pentecostal denominations from Chile, three denominations from the 
Pacific, and 11 from Africa. 


The assembly's section on unity stated: "We believe that the unity which is 
both God's will and his gift to his church is being made visible as all in 
each place who are baptized into Jesus Christ and confess him as Lord and 
Saviour are brought by the Holy Spirit into one fully committed fellowship." 
[over] 


wcc40/2 


To make clear its trinitarian affirmation, the WCC Basis was expanded at New 
Delhi to describe the WCC as a "fellowship of Churches which confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek 
to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit." 


By integrating the International Missionary Council into the WCC, the assembly 
completed the merging of the three main streams which flowed into the modern 
ecumenical movement [EPS 88.03.61]. The next World Mission Conference (Mexico 
City, 1963) stressed witness in a secular world and the congregation's 
witness in its neighbourhood. The major theme, "Witness on Six Continents", 
pointed to growing realization that mission takes place everywhere. 


Just before the Third Assembly, the first Panorthodox conference (Rhodes, 
Greece) affirmed the general Orthodox will to promote the ecumenical movement, 
underlining the importance of Orthodox participation in orientating ecumenical 
thought and action. 


Dealing with worship, ministry, "Tradition and traditions", the Fourth World 
Conference on Faith and Order (Montreal, 1963) examined the nature of the 
unity Christians seek and the path to take towards that goal. Montreal saw the 
first extensive participation by Orthodox representatives in Faith and Order 
discussions on the nature of the church. 


In 1964 the WCC moved to a new building shared with several other 
Geneva—based international church offices and organizations. 


After a 1965 visit to Geneva by Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, a Joint Working Group of 
the WCC and the Vatican was formed to facilitate contacts and conversations 
between the two. Meeting about once a year, it has produced five major 
reports during its more than two decades of work. 


The WCC-sponsored Conference on Church and Society (Geneva, 1966) was the 
first world Christian conference on social issues, with 420 official 
participants from 80 nations. The conference consideration of "theology and 
revolution" led to intense church discussion and debate over the next decade. 


Athenagoras I made the first visit of an [Eastern Orthodox] ecumenical 
patriarch to the WCC, in November 1967. He came, he said, “not as stranger 
to strangers" but as member of the same family coming to the common home, "in 
witness of the ... patriarchate's engagement in inter-Christian dialogue of 
love and unity". 


"Inter-church aid in the next 20 years" was the theme of a consultation 
(Swanwick, England, July 1966) which aimed to give a new dimension to the 
ecumenical understanding of diakonia and to manifest that churches constitute 
a world community sharing a common life in the body of Christ. 


From the beginning, doctors and nurses accompanied missionaries, and mission 
hospitals were built in many countries. But only in the mid-1960s did 
specialized ecumenical consultations on health and healing begin. Within the 
WCC, the Christian Medical Commission was created in 1967 to stimulate 
reflection on church and health and to coordinate church-related medical work. 


Following the retirement of the WCC's first general secretary, W. A. Visser '‘t 
Hooft, Eugene Carson Blake (also Reformed, from the United States) assumed 
office as his successor, in January 1967 [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/10) 


The second International Summer School in Ecumenical Education takes place 
12-21 July at the College of the Ascension, Selly Oak, Birmingham, England. 
It is co-sponsored by Selly Oak Colleges (Birmingham B29 6LQ) and the Irish 
School of Ecumenics. 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


The annual report for 1987 on ecumenical response to Asia floods is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches is looking for a general 
secretary, to begin work 1 September 1989. Contact William P. Thompson, 60 
Ross Stevenson Circle, Princeton NJ 08540. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
or? 245 E19 13). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. <A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


A WCC public hearing on Namibia is planned in Washington 2-4 May. EPS plans 
coverage in issues to be mailed 3 and 10 May. Daily reports (telex, telefax, 
telephone) can be arranged on request in advance. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 22 March. The 
next is scheduled for 29 March. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are Tuesday, 29 March; Wednesday, 6 April; Tuesday, 
12 April, and subsequent Mondays —- all at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


KENYA: GOVERNMENT BANS Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH—BACKED MAGAZINE Service 88.03.134 


This story is based on reporting by Charles Maingi and Joseph Ngala. 


NAIROBI - The Kenyan government banned (15 March) all past and future issues 
of Beyond, a Christian leadership magazine sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches in Kenya. This followed a Beyond issue which accused officials of 
rigging some of last month's nominations for this month's national elections. 
Following publication, police questioned the Beyond editor, Bedan Mbugua. 


Some church representatives have been in a long-simmering dispute with the 
government over the nominations procedure [EPS 87.03.120; 05.02,22; 06.13; 
08.35; 10.98]. 


In an editorial, Beyond criticized the procedure of lining up to support one 
candidate or another. It also charged that officials in many areas terrorised 
voters to keep them from queuing for their favorite candidates, and/or changed 
tallies for some candidates. It said those who rigged the vote because they 
were ordered to by superiors can no more escape responsibility than could Nazi 
criminals when they said that they were only obeying orders. 


Beyond also noted that only a small percentage of the electorate turned up for 
nominations. Thus, it said, candidates declared elected "unopposed" were 
chosen by tiny minorities. It called that a mockery of democracy. (Kanu is 
the country's only legal political party. Under its nominations procedure, a 
candidate supported by 70 percent is declared elected "unopposed". Of the 188 
constituencies, 60 have "unopposed" candidates.) 


The magazine noted that clergy, senior civil servants, and military personnel, 
earlier promised an alternative to queuing, were in the end told either to 
line up or to skip the nominations process. 


Reacting to Beyond's criticism, industry minister Robert Ouko said that 
comparing the government officials with Nazis was a criminal insult. Kanu 
Secretary-General Burudi Nabwera called Beyond's criticism unfair, though he 
said a few mistakes may have been made during the nominations. Energy and 
regional development minister Nicholas Biwott described Beyond's articles as 
malicious and designed to create chaos. 


Responding to the officials' criticism, NCCK General Secretary Sam Kobia said 
(10 March) that though the NCCK technically sponsors Beyond, it is autonomous 
and generates its own funds. Also, he said, the NCCK respects freedom of 
press and does not interfere with editorial freedom. 


Earlier, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi criticised the NCCK for "talking so 
much" and "taking sides". At the same time, he praised the Roman Catholic 
bishops for their "very peaceful message" on the elections. 


Criticism of the nomination procedure also came from the Anglican bishop of Mt 
Kenya East, David Gitari, who was quoted extensively in the Beyond issue. At 
a news conference, he objected to the "unopposed" declaration for candidates 
in two constituencies in his diocese; he said their opponents were harassed. 
Later, in a sermon, he defended the magazine. He said Kenyans are smart 
enough to separate truth from falsehood. 


The day before the nominations, worship was interrupted at a parish where 
Alexander Kipsang'Muge, Anglican bishop of Eldoret, was preaching. The bishop 
was describing desirable qualities for political leaders, when an assistant 
chief grabbed the microphone to stop him from "preaching politics". [EPS] 


PANAMA: CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
DIVIDED IN CRISIS Service 88.03.135 


[This is adapted from the 10 March issue of Lima—based Latinamerica Press. Of 
Panama's 2.3 million people, about 90 percent are counted as Roman Catholics.] 


PANAMA CITY (Ratl Leis) -— The church in Panama is deeply divided over ways to 
respond to the country's current political turmoil. While few actively support 
Manuel Noriega, the general who is Panama's de facto leader, many church 
people refuse to identify with the middle- and upper-class coalition that 
seeks his ouster. 


Many bishops are backing opposition efforts to rid the country of Noriega and 
return it to civilian rule; but much of the grassroots church feels that the 
battle between the well-heeled opposition and the military has little to do 
with its demands. 


Noriega has been under heavy pressure to step down, especially since he 
engineered the recent removal of President Eric Arturo Delvalle. In addition, 
the general has been charged in US courts with corruption and drug trafficking. 


Late last month, Marcos McGrath, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, asked 
priests throughout the country to read a statement from him and his episcopal 
colleagues deploring “corruption that extends throughout the public and 
private sectors of Panamanian society." 


McGrath himself criticized Noriega and his allies for “worsening the political 
crisis and damaging the credibility of the government and the constitutional 
process." In return, he has been repeatedly attacked in the government- 
controlled press as a US lackey. 


McGrath, most of the bishops, a large section of the clergy, and many other 
church people - especially here in the capital - have added their voices to 
the opposition campaign headed by the National Civic Crusade, an ad-hoc 
organization of more than 100 business associations, civic clubs, and 
professional groups. 


All along, key church leaders have supported the crusade. Although it speaks 
in its own name, opposition political parties have a heavy hand in its 
backstage manoeuvring. Support of church leaders has legitimated the crusade, 
making it the primary actor in determing who or what will follow Noriega. 


Nonetheless, some church people accept Noriega's argument that the political 
crisis is basically a result of US aggression. This minority position is 
found mostly among clergy who serve as military chaplains or are otherwise 
close to the armed forces. It does not represent a unified organization. 


The other significant church position is that held by poor or working class 
people, especially those associated with base communities. This sector sees 
the political turmoil as a struggle between two privileged groups. 


It complains that it is relegated to the margins of the conflict -— forgotten 


and isolated. They are supported by clergy and other church people who work 
with them, and some bishops. 


Despite the difference among political positions within its ranks, the church 
has been relatively united in condemning human-rights violations. The bishops 
have also emphasized Panama's right to political self-determination. [EPS] 


INDIA: ARCHDIOCESE Ecumenical Press 
IN LANGUAGE DISPUTE Service 88.03.136 


BANGALORE —- In a circular letter seeking to end a long-simmering dispute about 
language in the Roman Catholic archdiocese here, Alphonse Mathias, its 
archbishop, says the language for a parish's liturgy is to depend on its 
language profile, and the composition of a given congregation. If the ruling 
on language by the parish priest in consultation with the parish council is 
not accepted, an appeal may be referred to a three-person archdiocesan jury. 


At archdiocesan liturgies, Kannada, Tamil, and English are to be used. The 
midnight eucharists at the cathedral for Christmas and Easter are to be in 
Kannada, with earlier celebrations in the other two languages. 


According to a report from SAR church-news agency (6 March), "the archdiocese 
has been bedevilled by language rivalry for more than 10 years when some 
Kannada-speaking people and priests started agitating for prominence for 
Kannada in church services on the ground that it is the language of the state" 
of Karnataka. 


Last month, a group of people protesting what they considered Mathias' anti- 
Kannada position, stoned his car. 


On the other hand, Francis Xavier, a priest who is a member of the executive 
committee of the archdiocesan clergy association, said the "three—-language 
formula" in the archbishop's letter is unfair to Tamil speakers, who make up 
70 percent of the archdiocesan population. 


The Karnataka Tamil Christian Welfare Association condemned the attack on the 
car. It referred to "vested interests" behind it. The association endorsed 
the archbishop's formula. 


But the Karnataka Catholic Christian Kannada Association threatened to stage a 
demonstration in front of Mathias' house, and burn his letter in protest. 
KCCKA President Jacob Francis said the archbishop's approach is contrary to 
the interests not only of Kannada speakers, but also those whose native 
language is Telugu or Malayalam. 


Francis said the archbishop (who came to his post in 1986) should implement a 
1983 directive which gives clear primacy to Kannada. He said Tamil speakers 
also know Kannada. 


"We want prominence for Kannada in the church, and its equation with Tamil and 
English", Francis said, adding, "The church is one of the largest institutions 
promoting migration, and if it continues to conduct itself in a partisan 
manner, it will only provoke feelings against the church." 


He said the association is seeking support and cooperation from the state 
government and other Kannada associations. 


In another church dispute in India, the pope appointed a 24-cardinal 
commission to resolve disagreements in connection with reforms of the 
Syro-Malabar liturgy used by some Indian Roman Catholics. 


One group favours a return to more ancient forms, while another favours lesser 
modifications to the current forms, which have been influenced by the main 
(Latin-rite) form of the Roman Catholic liturgy. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH—BACKED Ecumenical Press 
ANTI-—APARTHEID GROUP BANNED Service 88.03.137 


CAPE TOWN -— Church, education, and sport leaders launched a Committee for the 
Defence of Democracy this month in the wake of severe South African government 
restrictions on 18 anti-apartheid organizations [EPS 88.03.34]. Among those 
involved were Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu and World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches President Allan Boesak. The group called for a mass rally at the 
University of the Western Cape, near here, to protest the restrictions. 


However, the day before the rally (scheduled for Sunday, 13 March), the 
government banned the CDD and its rally. Instead, about 2000 people assembled 
for worship at the Anglican cathedral here. Boesak told them the South 
African government had "signed its own death warrant", for "no government can 
take on the living God and survive." He said South Africa was "entering a new 
phase of the persecution of the church, but there can be no turning back. 


Among many overseas and domestic church appeals was a message (15 March) to 
South African President P.W. Botha from General Secretary Emilio Castro of 
the World Council of Churches appealing to him to “show immediate clemency by 
cancelling" the execution of the "Sharpeville Six." 


Castro asked that their sentences be commuted. "Such an act of magnanimity on 
your part will be in the best interest of all people of South Africa and 
abroad", he told Botha. 


The six - Mojafela Reginald Sefatsa, Reid Malebo Mokoena, Oupa Moses Diniso, 
Theresa Ramashamola, Duma Joshna Khumalo, and Francis Don Mokhesi - were 
convicted of complicity for being in a crowd that hacked and burned to death a 
black deputy mayor in Sharpeville in September 1984. Castro noted that their 
"alleged role in murder ... has not been proved ... according to the Appeal 
Court judge." 


In a separate message, he asked WCC members in Europe, Canada, and the United 
States to "urge your government to intervene with Botha regime ... to stop 
execution. Prayers of intercession for victims and families of apartheid 
system should continue." 


On the eve of the scheduled execution, the South African Supreme Court granted 
a stay of execution. The six were given till 18 April to present arguments 
for the re-opening of their trial. Earlier, their attorney presented evidence 
that a prosecution witness may have given perjured testimony. 


In another statement, General Secretary Frank Chikane appealed (7 March) to 
UN members for “mandatory economic sanctions against the apartheid regime to 
force the regime to go to the negotiation table to avoid the loss of more 
lives in this country." His appeal was directed in particular to the United 
States, United Kingdom, and Federal Germany. 


Chikane said a result of the government's clamp down is that "almost all 
non-violent, peaceful means of change have been closed" in South Africa. 


In another development, the South African Catholic Bishops' Conference 
denounced (15 March) a "false document" issued in the name of its committee 
examining the morality and justice of the "war being waged in Namibia by South 
Africa and its allies." 


The forged document supports the South African effort. It does "not in any 
way reflect the thinking or views" of the bishops, who are "appalled by the 
lengths gone to counter their stand." [EPS] 


BRAZIL MISSIONARIES: Ecumenical Press 
TRIBE FACING GENOCIDE Service 88.03.138 


SAO PAULO - Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports (10 March) that missionaries 
working with the Yanomami Indians in the northern territory of Roraima say one 
of Brazil's largest tribes of native people may be wiped out because gold 
prospectors are encroaching on its land. Carlo Zacquini, an Italian priest, 
described the region as a "closed-off extermination camp; we don't even know 
how many Indians are dying." They are "surrounded ...; this is genocide." 


The 20,000 Yanomami live in both Brazil and Venezuela. Last year, FUNAI, the 
Brazilian government's Indian affairs office, accused foreign church workers 
of involvement in smuggling, and of enslaving Indians. It expelled several. 


Since the end of last year, the number of gold panners is estimated to have 
jumped from 2500 to 15,000, many prospecting in Yanomami territory. Though 
that is illegal, the government says it can't control the influx. [EPS] 


MALAYSIA: CHRISTIAN FEDERATION Ecumenical Press 
URGES FAIR TRIAL FOR DETAINEES Service 88.03.139 


KUALA LUMPUR - The Christian Federation of Malyasia (PKM) has urged a "fair 
trial in an open court of law" for more than 38 people - including 13 

Christians - detained up to two years under the country's Internal Security 
Act [EPS 88.03.40; 87.12.02; 11.75,105,137]. It says any pledges, statements, 
or confessions, made under detention "cannot be accepted as conclusive." 


The PKM statement was signed by Roman Catholic Bishop Anthony Selvanayagam, 
Lutheran Bishop E.B. Muthusami, and Chairman David Boler of the National 
Evangelical Christian Fellowship. Muthusami is president of the Council of 
Churches of Malaysia. It includes Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, Independent 
(Mar Thoma), Methodist, Oriental Orthodox, and Salvation Army membership. 


The PKM leaders pledge the church to continued work for "justice, freedom, 
purity, truth, efficiency, honesty, accountability - holding fast to our 
Christian principles of peace, love, forgiveness, and faith in one God." 

Reaffirming loyalty to the country, they add that the church "should not in 
any way by coercion or pressure be restricted in its mission to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ and to share its faith with all those who wish to hear it." 


They say "all honest and genuine conversions to any religion must be given due 
respect and recognition by all", and ask Christians to remember government and 
church leaders, and the detainees (whom they list) in prayer. 


About 53 percent of the country's 16.1 million people are counted as Muslims. 
Christians are about 6.5 percent. Ethnically, about one in three is Chinese, 
about one in 10 Indian. Almost all the rest (about three in five) are Malay. 


One ground given by the government for the detentions was to protect harmony 
among the country's different ethnic and religious groups. 


However, a statement by a support group formed after the detentions last 
October/November blamed tension on "extremists in the government who have 
ulterior motives in creating tensions to divert attention from the serious 
economic problems and political factionalism within the ... ruling party ...." 


In the months before the crackdown, there were various newspaper charges 
against Christians, including that they bribe Muslims to convert, and that 
they burn mosques. [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT PARTY: Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH NOT TO FEAR MARXISM Service 88.03.140 


HARARE - Africa Church Information Service reports (14 March) that a new 
ruling-party (Zanu) publication, "Society and the Church", says "sections of 
the church that are fearful of Marxism are fearful of the people." It urges 
that the church in Zimbabwe espouse liberation theology like that popular in 
some parts of the church in Latin America. 


The publication describes the "role of churches in revolutionary politics", 
noting that during the struggle for independence, different parts of the 
church were on different sides. 


"The challenge that the church faces today", it says, "concerns both that wing 
of it which supported the colonial order, and that which opposed it, for while 
the former has now opportunistically adapted to the new situation, the latter 
might think it has done its job, and may have reached the end of its line." 


The party says it is "committed to changing the existing order" to bring about 
a “socialist order" to "do away with the oppression and injustices of the 
existing capitalist order." It observes that "churches are well placed to 
perform this revolutionary task because they deal with the people at the 
grassroot levels." 


There have been on-and-off church-state differences in Zimbabwe in recent 
years. The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission has angered the government 
with some of its reports and statements, and former President Canaan Banana, 
himself a Methodist minister, has suggested that some evangelical missionaries 
are on "the paylist of South Africa". [EPS] 


EXILED MALAWI RC BISHOP SAYS WHY Ecumenical Press 
AFRICANS SAY CELIBACY NO PROBLEM Service 88.03.1411 


LONDON - Addressing the annual general meeting (10 March) of the [Roman 
Catholic] Movement for the Ordination of Married Men, Bishop Patrick 
Kalilombe, exiled from his Lilongwe (Malawi) diocese since the late 1970s, 
outlined reasons he thinks why African Roman Catholic leaders often say the 
rule of celibacy for priests and bishops is not a problem. 


Kalilombe said Africans often assume that behind the question is an assumption 
that while Europeans can cope with celibacy, Africans cannot. He also 
suggested that the financial dependence of many African dioceses on Vatican 
money inhibits their bishops. 


He said that when some have shown a readiness to discuss the celibacy issue, 
"We have immediately received an official answer from above: 'Do not, strike 
it out of your agenda.'" The bishop observed that those giving that advice 
are the "same people who feed us, who maintain our churches, on whom we depend 
for everything. The money comes from Rome, and we are not stupid enough to 
bite the hand that feeds us." 


Kalilombe said the celibacy question is related to the question of 
accessibility of the eucharist to members of the church. "You have no right 
to put an artificial obstacle [priestly celibacy] to that", he said. He 
called access to the eucharist a right for church members, not a favour. 


He urged a restructuring of the church in Africa so that small Christian 
communities become self-ministering, self-supporting, and self-propagating, 
with the church being a "communion of communities of that type". [EPS] 


CHURCH ACTION ON Ecumenical Press 
ADDICTIONS URGED Service 88.03.142 


GENEVA - A wide variety of suggestions for church action emerged from a 
week-long “addictions conference” (14-19 March) at the Ecumenical Institute of 
the World Council of Churches, near here. 


About 60 people from nearly 50 countries, and from a variety of professional 
and church backgrounds attended the meeting. It was co-sponsored by the WCC's 
Christian Medical Commission and the International Christian Federation for 
the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction. 


A recurring theme during the conference was that the seriousness of addictions 
- notably alcoholism, the most widespread and damaging to society - is often 
not realized in church circles. Or, if they are, at least in theory, then the 
way in which church resources are allocated in practice suggests a relatively 
low priority for such issues. 


In a statement (to be revised and edited later in light of comments during the 
final conference session), participants rejected the "false conception that 
alcohol companies" revenues are helping developing countries in their economic 
development." 


Church leaders were urged to set good examples. One participant cited a 
denominational policy that bishops not attend church-related social functions, 
such as wedding receptions, at which alcohol is served. On the other hand, 
another referred to a denomination which gets a third of its operating revenue 
from income to its shipping company for hauling beer. 


The conference urged the church to "promote drug-free social events and 
leisure activities, especially fund-raising efforts." It also called for 
warning labels on products containing addictive substances, and proposed a 
church leadership role in selling shares in alcohol-production companies. 


The issue of wine or juice in the eucharist was alluded to, with the church 
urged to develop a "new understanding" of which to use. 


As for the addition to tobacco, a no-smoking norm was proposed for church 
buildings, meetings, and conferences, with smoking areas only if necessary. 


Nicotine Anonymous, a group patterned after Alcoholics Anonymous, was 
commended for church support, as were "Seminars for awareness and 
understanding of chemical dependence." 


Participants strongly criticized transnational corporations which engage in 
"market manipulation in developing and underdeveloped countries in order to 
maintain and increase their sales and profit from addictive substances when 
consumption declines in industralized societies." 


Noting that alcoholism and drug addiction are "assuming alarming proportions", 
the report observes that "in most cases, the local population is not aware of 
the complex patterns of transnational corporations’ operations, and the false 
claims they make through unethical forms of advertising alcohol as being 
nutritious and health giving. At each stage of marketing of addictive drugs, 
there is a perpetuation of exploitation and injustice." 


Citing the example of the church-backed boycott of Nestlé products because of 
its "exploitative use of commercial baby food in third-world countries", the 
report commends such an approach with regard to TNCs which make money from 
tobacco, alcohol, and other addictive products. [over] 


addiction/2 


The report refers to a "double negative impact" on indigenous people from such 
sales, especially in developing countries. It says they "do not benefit from 
re-distribtuion of wealth when resources from their lands are exploited", it 
observes, “and if such exploitation is resisted, indigenous populations are 
forcibly removed from these lands, and even destroyed as a people." 


Speaking of the addiction situation among indigenous people in general, it 
observes that "traditionally some indigenous and localized societies used 
drugs for religous purposes, and in that context, their use was. severely 
restricted." 


It gives the example of North American indigenous people who "traditionally 
only used tobacco to smoke in three limited ways - during prayer, as an 
extension of prayer; after long and exhausting trips; and when elders and 
leaders met about significant matters." 


Colonialism and the coming of white settlers were a major factor in upsetting 
these traditional norms and controls. "Local [indigenous] communities", the 
report recommends, "should seek ways to control the use of all addictive 
substances within their settings." 


It also suggests a role for Christianity and other faiths to "help stabilize 
indigenous cultures and societies, to help eliminate non-indigenous drug 
substances from their populations, to help them attain the previous levels of 
communal and societal spirituality, and help them to protect their sacred 
indigenous religions, religious sites, lands, education, culture, languages, 
rights ... aS a means to end high rates of substance abuse." 


Among proposals for church action on the local level are the observance of 
“addiction-awareness Sunday" and local objections "when films and commercials 
glamorize addictive substances, including alcohol and tobacco." 


The report also has sections with recommendations for actions by governments 
and health care professionals. 


In a discussion of a “theological basis" for church involvement in addiction 
issues, the report notes that "Christians ... are not only concerned with the 
mind and the soul, but the body which is the temple of the Holy Spirit. It 
sould be cared for, cleansed, and maintained in terms of New Testament 
holiness." 


Addiction, it says, is a "physically incurable disease, with a high risk of 
relapse. However, it says, there may be spiritual or psychological healing." 


Because of the “complexity of the problem", it is "difficult to recommend a 
definite stand on the use of alcohol/drugs, which may vary from total 
abstinence to damage-free use." 


During closing worship, participants recalled both Bible passages that praise 
"God's gift of the fruit of the wine", and others that warn firmly againt 
"drunkenness, the use of alcohol to the point of excess and intoxication." 


"The message is clear", said one of the worship leaders. "To abuse alcohol, a 
gift of God, is sin. It breaks shalom, God's intention for us, the state of 
whole and ordered righteousness, both as individuals and in community life. 
Those who are filled with alcohol are not filled with the Spirit. Yet this is 
not a sin of individuals alone. The breaking of shalom is a community 
offence. In this offence we are all involved." [EPS] 


India: Maramon Convention notes 100th anniversary EPS 88.03.143 
KOZHENCHERY - Upwards of 100,000 people attended each of the sessions during 
the eight-day Maramon Convention, a major annual event of preaching and 
meetings in the Mar Thoma Church. Cumulative attendance at the 100th 
anniversary event was put at 2 million. The convention met at its traditional 
site, in the dry Pampa river bed near here. The town of Maramon was the 
centre of the 19th-century MTC reformation. [EPS] 


Philippines: constitution writers dismayed EPS 88.03.144 
MANILA — The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (5 March) that 15 of the 
people who helped write the new Philippine constitution have faulted the 
Aquino government for failing to uphold certain priorities in the document. 
The group includes a Roman Gatholic priest (Joaquin Bernas) and nun (Christine 
Tan). The 15 are unhappy because Aquino "appears to lack determination and 
resoluteness in pushing for meaningful reforms." [EPS] 


Kenya: church ordered closed after pastors scuffle EPS 88.03.145 
NAIROBI — A congregation of the Pentecostal Church of Africa has been ordered 
closed following a scuffle between the church's two pastors (6 March) in which 
several members of the congregation were injured and 37 were arrested. The 
dispute is related in part to whether one of the contending pastors, Eliud 
Macharia, was legitimately made an archdeacon. [EPS] 


South Africa: US church groups, leaders, join anti-apartheid ad EPS 88.03.146 
JOHANNESBURG — Several US church groups and leaders joined in an ad run (ll 
and 12 March) in four South African newspapers. It pledges continued support 
for “equality, justice, and the right to struggle for a free society". Among 
the signers were the Africa Office of the [US] National Council of Churches, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America [Presiding] Bishop Herbert Chilstrom, 
Anglican Bishop H. Coleman McGehee, and many congregations and religious 
communities from seven states. [EPS] 


USA: anti-war, anti-poverty activists sign anti-abortion ad EPS 88.03.147 
WASHINGTON -— Several noted Christian activists against war and poverty have 
signed an advertisement in the April issue of The Progressive magazine linking 
opposition to “war, abortion, poverty, the arms race, the death penalty, and 
euthanasia". The ad was arranged by a national advocacy group called the 
Seamless Garment Network. The signers include Baptist theologian Harvey Cox, 
Methodist theologian Stanely Hauerwas, Anglican bishop William Frey 
(Colorado), peace activists Daniel and Philip Berrigan, and Sojourners 
magazine editor Jim Wallis. [EPS] 


WCC's Castro objects to US troops in Honduras EPS 88.03.148 
GENEVA. — In a message (18 March) to UN General Secretary Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro said the 
WCC is "deeply concerned" by the movement of more than 3000 US troops to 
Honduras. The action, Castro said, “contributes to the escalation of tensions 
in the region as a whole, and disrupts the implementation" of last year's 
regional peace accord for which the WCC and "world public opinion" have 
expressed strong support [EPS 87.10.03]. "We support with our prayers your 
efforts and those of the security council to diffuse tensions in the region so 
that the peace accord can be effectively implemented." In a separate message 
to WCC ecumenical partners in 12 countries in Latin and North America and 
Europe, WCC international affairs director Ninan Koshy called the situation 
"highly dangerous" and urged them to "express your concerns and appeal for a 
reduction of tensions, through your own governments, and to US embassies in 
your countries." The troops were sent after the US administration charged 
that Nicaraguan government troops had crossed the border into Honduras in 
their fight against the contra anti-government forces. [EPS] 


Kenya: first complete Bible translation in Maasai finished EPS 88.03.149 
NAIROBI - After 17 years of work, the Bible Society of Kenya has printed the 
first complete translation of the Bible in the Maasai language. [EPS] 


Asian Lutheran communicators plan workshops EPS 88.03.150 
KUALA LUMPUR - At its meeting here last month, the coordinating committee of 
Lutheran Communications in Asia (LUCIA) agreed on a three-year series of 
workshops on fund-raising, advanced communication, folk media, and 
management. A LUCIA assembly early next year in Madras was projected, 
"despite existing tensions largely triggered by personal conflicts and 
misunderstanding between Christian media and church organizations in India", 
according to a report (9 March) from Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran Press 
Services. [EPS] 


Guatemala: groups form evangelical conference EPS 88.03.151 
GUATEMALA CITY - A Guatemalan Conference of Evangelical Churches - with 
Methodist, Mennonite, Nazarene, Church of God, Full Gospel, and Fraternity of 
Mayan Presbyters membership - has been formed to serve needs of "those who 
have the least", according to Vitalino Similox, the ordained minister who is 
its executive secretary. [EPS] 


El Salvador: increased harassment of church-run camps reported EPS 88.03.152 
SAN SALVADOR - Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports (10 March) "growing 
harassment of refugees living in [church-run] camps in El Salvador." It also 
reports that Arturo Rivera y Damas, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, has 
been urged by military officials to restrict foreign religious volunteers 
working in areas where government and anti-government forces fight. 
Latinamerica Press says "many observers are concerned that removing foreigners 
would effectively eliminate witnesses, and a vital source of information about 
abuses in remote areas." In general, it reports, "death squads, responsible 
for the murder of thousands of Salvadorans in the early 1980s, are becoming 
active again." [EPS] 


Brother Andrew offers Russian Orthodox a million Bibles EPS 88.03.153 
AMSTERDAM - In a letter to Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Pimen, Brother 
Andrew, founder of the Open Doors mission organization, and a notable critic 
of the official church leadership in the Soviet Union, offered to provide a 
million Bibles for the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of 
Christianity in major parts of what is now the Soviet Union. Andrew said the 
Open Doors offer came because Soviet church leaders have been saying it is now 
possible for the Soviet church to receive gift Bibles. As of mid-March, Open 
Doors reported that Andrew was still waiting for a reply. [EPS] 


Tanzania: Lutherans launch Aids-control programme EPS 88.03.154 
DAR ES SALAAM - The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania has launched a 
programme in its 14 hospitals throughout the country to control the disease 
Aids . Under the programme, the hospitals are to be equipped with Aids 
screening equipment donated from Sweden. [EPS] 


Tanzania: ecumenical programme for responsible parenthood EPS 88.03.155 
DODOMA - In collaboration with the Family Planning Association of Tanzania, 
the Christian Council of Tanzania has launched an educational project for 
responsible parenthood (EMAU, according to its Swahili acronym). According to 
a report from Africa Church Information Service, the project helps youth "cope 
with changes in society" and "participate more fully in development". Among 
issues dealt with by EMAU are drug abuse, alcoholism, and sex outside of 
Marriage. So far 800 youth leaders from church groups and 100 school teachers 
have been trained in EMAU seminars. The project has also been cooperating 
with the Tanzanian YM and YWCAs, the Muslim Council of Tanzania, and 
affiliates of the ruling party. [EPS] 


Albania: religious names forbidden EPS 88.03.156 
TIRANA —- The Albanian authorities have announced that names given to children 
must in future conform to norms consistent with atheism. In 1967, Albania 
banned religion. According to 1980 figures in Britannica World Data, of the 
Albanian population of 3 million, 55.4 percent are "non-religious", 18.7 
percent "atheist". Muslims are 20.5 percent, Christians 5.4 percent. [EPS] 


Cuba: 20 foreign priests allowed to enter EPS 88.03.157 
HAVANA — Apic/Kipa, a Swiss church-news agency, reports (14 March) that the 
Cuban government is allowing 20 foreign priests to enter the country. Apic 
says "observers see in these new authorizations a sign of progress in 
church-state dialogue." Church-state relations were strained in the years 
following the revolution which brought Fidel Castro to power in 1959, but have 
improved in recent years. Of the more than 10 million Cubans, Britannica 
World Data reports 48.7 percent are "non-religious", and 6.4 percent are 
"atheist". Almost all the rest are classified as Christian, mostly Roman 
Catholic. [EPS] 


Lutherans, Roman Catholics complete paper on justification EPS 88.03.158 
VERSAILLES - The international Lutheran-Roman Catholic Joint Commission met 
(here, 7-11 March) for its third session in the third round of its dialogue. 
It completed a working paper, "Ascertaining the Wide-Ranging Agreement on 
Justification", which is to be a basis for its future work on the nature of 
the church and its role in salvation. A first draft of a document on that is 
to come back to the commission at its fourth session, next February in 
Poland. The dialogue is co-chaired by two bishops - James Crumley (USA, 
Lutheran) and Paul—Werner Scheele (FRG, Roman Catholic). Begun in 1967, its 
goal is visible unity. It is co-sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation 
and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. [EPS] 


Southern Africa: white bishop for mostly black denomination EPS 88.03.159 
MBABANE (Swaziland) -— Richard Schiele was consecrated (here, 13 March) as the 
first bishop of the new, seventh diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa. He is the first white bishop in the mostly black 
denomination, which operates in South Africa, Botswana, and Swaziland. [EPS] 


"Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders’ EPS 88.03.160 

OXFORD (England) - The "Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders on 
Human Survival" has announced a "Global Survival Conference" here (11-15 
April). The forum calls it the "biggest church-state conference ever held, 
with 100 parliamentarians and 100 spiritual leaders from every region on 
earth" assembling to "question established ideas and actions and come up with 
radically revised solutions to critical global problems. ... There will be no 
attempt to inject religion into politics or politics into religion. Instead, 
these two pillars of our community - our religious and political leaders - 
will try to reconcile their moral and practical priorities." Among planned 
speakers are the dalai lama, Vice-President Evguenij Velikhov of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, astronomer Carl 
Sagan, and UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. Board members of the 
forum include Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Jews, and a Jain. [EPS] 


Middle East church leader warns about Christian Zionism EPS 88.03.1611 
LIMASSOL (Cyprus) -— General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council 
of Churches criticized (7 March) activities of the International Christian 
Embassy in Jerusalem, notably its Second Christian Zionist Congress (scheduled 
10-14 April in Jerusalem to coincide with the 40th anniversary of the State of 
Israel). "We are concerned", he said, "that the presence of 7-10,000 western 
Christians in Jerusalem to support Israel's policies, from their understanding 
of the Bible, will be anathema to the intent of Christian faith, and will be 
detrimental to Christian presence and witness in our region." [EPS] 


Sweden/India: Lutherans, Roman Catholics study EPS 88.03.162 
UPPSALA/MADRAS - A Swedish Lutheran-Roman Catholic study group has completed a 
joint theological and historical study of the office of bishop. Indian 
Lutheran and Roman Catholic representatives met for their fourth round of 
dialogue. Their theme was the "social significance of the eucharist". The 
next Indian dialogue meeting is scheduled for October. [EPS] 


South Korea: cathedral neighbours object to demonstrations EPS 88.03.163 
SEOUL — The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (5 March) that owners and 
managers of businesses around the Roman Catholic cathedral here are demanding 
that the archdiocesan administration be more resolute in preventing 
demonstrations there, which frequently end in violent clashes with police. 
The cathedral is located in the heart of the shopping district, and some 
business leaders have reportedly threatened to petition for its removal. 
[EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians announce prayer support for prisoners EPS 88.03.164 
TAIPEI - Union of Catholic Asian News reports (5 March) that the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan has announced regular prayer services twice a month for the 
release of political dissidents Tsai You-chuan and Hsu Tsao-teh. Tsai, a PCT 
minister, and Hsu were sentenced to 11 and 10 years in prison respectively for 
advocating independence for Taiwan. The governments of both the Republic of 
China, based here, and the People's Republic of China, based in Beijing, 
consider Taiwan to be part of one China. [EPS] 


Scotland: 350th anniversary of National Covenant marked EPS 88.03.165 
EDINBURGH - The 350th anniversary of the National Covenant - a precursor of 
the Solemn League and Covenant five years later - was marked with worship at 
Greyfriars Kirk, a parish of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland. The covenant 
bound its adherents to resist episcopacy and forms of worship introduced under 
King Charles I. (At that point in history, the Church of Scotland was 
Anglican.) David Beckett, Greyfriars minister, observed that many covenant 
Supporters "suffered cruelly for what they believed to be the truth. In our 
age - stronger on tolerance, if weaker in commitment, than the early 17th 
century - we acknowledge that all human understanding of Almighty God is 
partial and imperfect; we welcome the developing search for healing and unity 
between the different branches of Christ's church; and we echo heartily the 
Covenanters' prayer that religion and righteousness may flourish in the land, 
to the glory of God, the honour of the queen, and the peace and comfort of 
all." [EPS] 


Malta: church-state problems ‘on way to solution' EPS 88.03.166 
ROME -— Vatican spokesperson Joaquin Navarro-Valls said church-state problems 
in Malta are "on the way to solution" following a meeting last month between 
the pope and Maltese Prime Minister Edward Fenech Adami. Last May's elections 
brought an end to 16 years of Labour Party rule which were marked by 
church-state tensions, particularly over education. The now ruling 
Nationalists have a tradition of good relations with the church. Almost all 
the 350,000 Maltese are counted as Christian, and almost all of them as Roman 
Catholic. [EPS] 


Ecumenical visits underway EPS 88.03.167 
GENEVA - Various church leaders went on lenten visits. Parthenios III, the 
second-ranking Eastern Orthodox patriarch (of Alexandria and all Africa), 
visited the Russian and Georgian Orthodox churches in the Soviet Union. 
Robert Runcie, the archbishop of Canterbury (the leading bishop of world 
Anglicanism), visited the Anglican Church of Australia. Archbishop John 
Vikstom of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland visited the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Namibia. Finnish mission work there has a 120-year-long 
history, and most of the population is Lutheran. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/11) 


The second International Summer School in Ecumenical Education takes place 
12-21 July at the College of the Ascension, Selly Oak, Birmingham, England. 
It is co-sponsored by Selly Oak Colleges (Birmingham B29 6LQ) and the Irish 
School of Ecumenics. 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


The annual report for 1987 on ecumenical response to Asia floods is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches is looking for a general 
secretary, to begin work 1 September 1989. Contact William P. Thompson, 60 
Ross Stevenson Circle, Princeton NJ 08540. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
or’ 245° 19.713); Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 25 March. The 
next is scheduled for 30 March. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are Wednesday, 6 April; Tuesday, 12 April, and 
subsequent Mondays —- all at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


WCC'S CASTRO APPEALS TO Ecumenical Press 
GORBACHEV ON ARMENIANS Service 88.04.01 


GENEVA - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
appealed (25 March) to General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union for Armenians' rights. In a telegram, Castro urged 
"a just solution to the issue related to Armenian Karabagh [an "autonomous 
region" now part of neighboring Soviet Azerbaijan], thus realizing the 
legitimate rights of the Armenian people in accordance with the constitution." 


In recent weeks, there has been a series of demonstrations in Soviet Armenia 
and in the contested region, calling for their reunification. The region's 
population is mostly Armenian. 


"We express serious concern about incidents which caused loss of lives and 
considerable suffering in the region", Castro said. "We appreciate steps 
already taken by your government to defuse tension and safegard interests of 
the Armenian people", he added, expressing hopes that "efforts for perestroika 
will usher in a new period of welfare for all people of the Soviet Union." 


Castro's appeal follows an earlier message to Gorbachev from Armenian 
Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] Catholicos Vasken I [EPS 88.03.59]. In it, 
Vasken associated himself with the call from the region's governing body for 
reunification. Armenian "scientists, academicians, writers, artists, 
students, workers, and employees," he said, are "deeply disturbed, demanding 
that the just and lawful issue of reunification" of the region with Armenia be 
"solved according the right for national self-— determination guaranteed by" 
the Soviet constitution. 


Vasken noted appeals from Armenians in the Soviet Union and around the world 
"requesting that we intercede before the leadership of the Soviet Union" on 
the issue. "We and the Armenian people are always faithful", he added, "to 
the principle of brotherhood of the peoples of the Soviet Union, and based on 
the centuries-old, unshakable friendship with the Russian people, we ask you 
to contribute decisively to the just solution of this problem." 


The disputed region was annexed to Azerbaijan in 1923. Most Armenians are 
Christians; most Azerbaijanis are Muslims. A Soviet government statement (23 
March) called for improved social and economic conditions in the region, and 
"strict accountability [for] those who ... destabilized the situation." [EPS] 


US Lutheran bishops: homosexual practice bars ordination EPS 88.04.02 
FORT MYERS (Florida) - The 66 bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (meeting here, 10-14 March) issued a "consensus statement" that 
"persons of homosexual orientation who seek to be ordained or who are already 
ordained will be expected to refrain from homosexual practice." This follows 
reports that three "openly gay" ELCA seminarians at the ELCA seminary have 
been certified for ordination [EPS 88.03.117]. The bishops also persuaded 
David Preus and James Crumley, national bishops of two ELCA predecessor 
bodies, to withdraw articles they had written on the subject for the upcoming 
issue of the ELCA magazine. "As a courtesy", Edgar Trexler, editor of the 
magazine, gave the bishops advance copies of the Crumley and Preus texts. "It 
disturbs me", he said, "that somehow it was the feeling among the bishops that 
the discussion ought to be limited to what they are saying, or to the 
statement they are putting out." He said he thinks the bishops’ action 
violates ELCA provisions concerning the magazine's editorial freedom. The 
bishops "were thinking about one thing", he observed, "and it seems to me they 
were oblivious to other principles they should have had in mind. I don't 
think it was done to deliberately censor or manipulate." But, he said, 
"manipulation is still manipulation." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Middle East Christians: Ecumenical Implications’ EPS 88.04.03 


This is excerpted from a report prepared in connection with the visit of a 
World Council of Churches team last year to the Middle East [EPS 87.03.121; 
05.60; 06.07; 12.26]. 


... Most Christians in the region have championed secular ideology for nation 
building from their personal conviction and from their knowledge of the 
destabilizing factor of rapid demographic change. ... 


Member churches we visited wisely learn both from history and their faith how 
to witness under conflict. They humbly continue to serve their nations, while 
adhering to their social and spiritual ideals. ... 


It would be untrue to paint a picture of the Middle East Christian as a 
"saint" or a "martyr". Christians of the region are normal citizens. They 
vary individually in their politics and social behaviour, perhaps more than 
they are alike. 


Christians of the region do not wish to be seen as "victims". They ... still 
enjoy access to social and economic opportunities, and they are, on the whole, 
proud to be national citizens of their countries. 


Their basic loyalties are to their nations, and their religious beliefs have 
in general contributed positively to their patriotism. ... [They] are 
comfortable with their native identity and do not wish to be considered a 
minority. 


In summary, the Christian presence in the Middle East is a major concern of 
the churches. Christians of the region wish to remain in the area and serve 
as citizens, not as a “special category" of people. They have and they 
deserve equal treatment in the countries we visited. 


Emigration and religious resurgence are central perturbing factors in the life 
of the region, not only for Christians. But Christians do suffer more from 
the effect of fundamentalism and its impact on politics and quality of life 
than other religious communities in the region. ... 


[Among implications of the visit for the WCC are:] 


(a) The importance and vitality of the Middle East Council of Churches should 
be reaffirmed. ... 


(d) WCC staff should evaluate programmes for the area in terms of their impact 
on helping Christians to participate in the construction of their own 
societies. 


(e) Religious, social and solidarity programmes should aim to help Christians 
of the region to remain in the area of their origin. However, support for 
asylum seekers and other refugees should ... [reflect] humanitarian needs. ... 


(f) The WCC must encourage initiatives which interpret the sensitivities of 


the region about both covert foreign aid and aggressive traditional 
evangelization. 


(g) The WCC should continue to promote better understanding of the world of 
Islam and Judaism and the causes of the various communities of peoples of the 
region. The WCC must give high priority to the search for peace in the 
region. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mark Van Koevering: 'The Situation in Mozambique’ EPS 88.04.04 


Van Koevering is a US agronomist working with the Christian Council of 
Mozambique. These reflections were prompted by a "terrible massacre" last 
July in Homoine, a district capital of about 10,000 people. About 400 people 
were killed and several hundred captured by "the bandidts who call themselves 
Renamo or the MNR". 


... Unfortunately, Homoine is not a unique case. Everyday villages 
throughout the country are raided by the bandits and innocent, undefended 
people are murdered. Raids such as Homoine have occurred repeatedly in the 


northern Province of Zambezia, but are rarely reported until many days or 
weeks afterwards because of poor transport and communication. 


The attack on Homoine was just another example of the violence that is being 
perpetrated on the people of Mozambique. The deaths of 5 or 6 farmers seldom 
reach the local press, much less the attention of the international 
community. But this is the real tragedy of Mozambique, the countless deaths 
and terrible suffering that afflicts Mozambique's poor. 


What does this mean and who is responsible? The answers to these questions 
are not so clear because so much misinformation has been presented in North 
America and Europe. Perhaps the meaning is more easily understood, although 
the answer begets even more questions. 


The bandits have absolutely no popular support in the areas that I have 
visited. This is not a political struggle pinning one ideology against 
another. We often prefer such straightforward issues, but those who present 
Mozambique in this way are greatly mistaken. 


The bandits’ aim is not "to win the hearts and minds of the people in order to 
establish a more democratic form of government”. That may be the rhetoric 
expressed in western offices, but the reality of life in Mozambique weeps on a 
very different motive: terror. The people are terrified. The violence and 
destruction of human life that envelops Mozambique is having a dramatic 
destabilizing effect. 


It is no longer a matter of hope for a better future, the people now can only 
endure. In this respect, the bandits' activities are successful. There is 
chaos in the countryside, people are afraid to sleep in their homes at night, 
the government health and education programmes are a shambles and 
agriculturally productive areas, like Homoine, are often prime targets. 


This is the meaning of the war in Mozambique, it is a war of destabilization 
and mass assassination. 


The question about responsibility is more volatile. No one in Mozambique 
doubts that South Africa is ‘supporting the bandits. The group called MNR 
(RENAMO) was formed by the government of Ian Smith's white Rhodesia. Since 
its conception, RENAMO has been an organization bent on destruction, nothing 
more. After the downfall of Ian Smith, the government in Pretoria took over 
the financial obligation of supporting destabilization within Mozambique. 


Since that time (1981), Mozambique has presented much evidence to substantiate 
this connection. Finally, in 1984, Mozambique and South Africa signed the 
Nkomati accord which prohibited either side from supporting armed insurrection 
within the other's country. But since that time, South Africa has frequently 
broken the accord by directly attacking "threatening" targets in Mozambique 
and by assisting the bandits. ... [over] 
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The government in Pretoria continues to deny that it supports the bandits, but 
the Minister of Defence often threatens Mozambique and speaks of continued 
loyalty for the bandit group RENAMO. Even US Under-secretary for African 
Affairs Chester Crocker, has publicly denounced the South African support for 
the bandits. More recently, the Mozambican government has reported large 
numbers of bandits crossing the Save river into Inhambane Province after heavy 
fighting against government forces in Zambezia. ... 


There are other factors which complicate the situation. A group of former 
colonialists (Portuguese), who fled into South Africa after independence in 
1974, are said to be providing financial support to the bandits. In 
addition, there are suspicions that other foreign powers are training groups 
of bandits. 


Others say that FRELIMO (government) troops are responsible for some of the 
trouble in the countryside, because they are underpaid and poorly fed. 
Finally, there are groups of armed men that roam the country, but do not 
belong to any organized group. 


I suspect that all of these factors are true in part. But, the major 
massacres that have occurred, such as Homoine, have involved well armed and 
organized fighting units. There is no doubt in my mind that an organized 
group of bandits with outside support are responsible for these atrocities. 


What can we do? The Christian Council of Mozambique has been encouraging the 
Mozambican government to initiate a dialogue for the sake of the people. The 
message has been delivered to the government in a non-threatening manner, 
through several discussions. At this time, Mozambique refused to hold 
discussions with any group of bandits, because it holds Pretoria responsible. 


It is difficult to argue against this logic after seeing the violence in 
Homoine first-hand. But, like the CCM, I believe that the military solution 
presently undertaken cannot succeed while the bandits continue to receive 
support from outside. It is in this context that I believe that a dialogue 
between South Africa and Mozambique is crucial. 


Discussions alone will not suffice, as Pretoria has shown in the past. 
International pressure against South Africa's policy of regional 
destabilization must accompany the bilateral discussions. Arms shipments to 
the bandits have to. stop. These are difficult questions, but we as 
Christians should lead the battle against injustice and violence. Therefore, 
I appeal to you in the name of Christ to pray for Mozambique. I ask you to 
consider the situation here and contemplate an appropriate response for 
yourself and your church. 


CCM has been and is very involved in a ministry of service to the people of 


Mozambique. Through donations from many of your churches and Christian 
organizations, CCM has helped alleviate the suffering of many people 
throughout the country. This work is being expanded to include every 
province in Mozambique. In addition, CCM is exploring more long-term 


solutions to some of the problems facing Mozambique. 


I am working on one of the first development projects initiated by CCM. The 
seed multiplication project near Homoine will provide quality seed to refugee 
families that have been re-located in Inhambane Province. In addition, seeds 
will be sold to local farmers who are involved in a large irrigation project 
that aims to produce surplus food for urban centres. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Orthodoxy in the Middle East’ EPS 87.04.05 


This is excerpted from a longer report prepared in the wake of an ecumenical 
team visit to the Middle East last year [EPS 87.12.26]. 


-.. Orthodoxy in the Middle East is represented by both Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox Churches. It finds an echo, liturgically and culturally, in the 
dioceses of these churches united to Rome in different historical periods. It 
constitutes a regional unit of the ecumenical community of a high missionary, 
cultural, and political relevance. These churches with their own historical 
profiles, specific missions, problems, and insights contribute greatly to the 
work and vision of the World Council of Churches. ... 


The origin of these [Eastern and Oriental Orthodox] churches in their 
organised form goes back to the early centuries. The weight of the apostolic 
heritage, the awareness of a long tradition, the concept of the holy places 
where the history of the New Testament was written, all play and played an 
important role for the existence and mission of these churches during the 
whole of history. 


For some western theologians this "classical Christianity" might appear rigid 
and out-dated, but one should not ignore its mission to keep alive the faith 
of the church of the first centuries - the "undivided church" - throughout 
the ages and through its trials and tribulations. It embodies the symbol of 
the loyalty of the people to their roots. 


The authority of these churches is symbolically hierarchical, but pastorally, 
power is diffused in many ways. While such positions as the patriarch, the 
catholicos, and the pope primarily recall the long history of the churches, 
today they represent an expression of pastoral and social leadership. The 
community is organically attached to them, since it receives its identity and 
coherence from the "institution" - institutio viewed as a charismatic 
historical reality. ... 


For some oriental churches, the link between church and nation has an 
important pastoral, theological, and political implication. ... Three 
different phenomena are linked together: emigration, evangelization, and 
emergence of Orthodox communities claiming local leaders. For some 
communities, the concept of the "local church" is clearly linked with a 
territorialistic or nationalistic understanding of the church's mission. ... 


The situation of the churches in the city of Jerusalem conveys the spectacle 
of historical division among Christians. The visible separation of the 
churches is taken for granted and is symbolically expressed in _ the 
confessional distribution of the place of the Holy Sepulchre. 


The multitude of possessors and protectors of the Holy Sepulchre confuses the 
pilgrims who come to contemplate the place of the Cross and Resurrection as a 
source of unity. 


In some areas, there is a basic human solidarity among the Arab population, 
both Orthodox Christian and Muslim, not only in Jerusalem and occupied 
territories, but also in Lebanon and Jordan. Lebanon had been until recently 
a model of political coexistence of confessions and religions. 


In some places, like Nazareth, where both communities - Christian and Muslim - 
are minorities, there is excellent common ground for dialogue - a real force 
of resistance and hope. In other places, dialogue is prevented by the 
attitude or pressure of extremist groups. [over] 
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In terms of cultural identity, there is an attempt to create a local revival 
theology based on indigenous reflection and experience. Indeed, in some 
countries, the churches are prevented from taking a meaningful part in the 
political and social life of the state. In others the struggle for political 
influence is unequal. But the plan to give more institutional visibility to 
the Christian presence in many countries, for example by building new places 
of worship, shows that the churches are not dormant. The churches are 
confronted in a new way with the old issues of spirituality and politics. 


... Ecumenical life in the region is in the hands of the traditional, 
historical churches. ... The most important issues of ecumenism in the Middle 
East are the reunion between the Eastern and Oriental churches (the basis for 
it is already prepared by previous non-official consultations); reconciliation 
with the Roman Catholic Church, and recognition of the churches of western 
Protestant origin. The latter has great respect for the tradition and place of 
the "mother" Orthodox churches. 


What is the role of the Orthodox churches united to Rome (both Eastern and 
Oriental, such as Greek Catholic, Coptic Catholic, Syrian Catholic, etc.) 
which preserve a kind of local autonomy? In this region, there is a general 
impression that these churches are fully integrated into the life of their 
people and that the so-called "“uniatism" is now seen less as a divisive factor 
for local or regional ecumenism. 


The experience of the Orthodox churches with the Catholic churches of Oriental 
rite (in Greece, the Ukraine, Romania, Czechoslovakia, etc.) have shown a 
different image of "uniatism". It will be important to compare the practice of 
"“uniatism" in these two regions - the Middle East and Eastern Europe - and its 
influence on the reconciliation between East and West. 


There is a need to find a visible expression of the unity which already exists 
among clusters of churches in certain countries, for example Syria and Egypt. 
Strong voices were heard in favour of a possible unity now, in areas such as a 
common date for Easter, mutual recognition of baptism, a common place of 
worship or parish centre in a village, agreement on the question of mixed 
marriages, ecumenical translation of the Bible .... 


The churches recognize the MECC [Middle East Council of Churches] as an 
important structure for regional ecumenism and a place where debate on common 
problems can take place. Some initiatives concerning the creation of a form of 
conciliarity ... are welcomed by outstanding church leaders. ... 


The future of the churches in the Middle East depends on ae clear 
missiological, pastoral and political commitment. There are urgent subjects 
needing attention such as the dislocation of the mother churches through the 
emigration of their members. The emergence of communities in the so-called 
"diaspora" is a heavy burden for the mother churches. The diaspora network 
could be useful for an international presence and influence of the mother 
church, but it might unintentionally erode the institutional stability of the 
remaining church. There is a need to slow down the displacement of the 
indigenous people in order to avoid the disappearance of the "original" 
communities. 


The flow of young people in many churches to secularism is another vital 
issue. Traditional churches hope to find a way to deal constructively with 
this trend. ... There are many signs of renewal, especially in terms of the 
nearness of the churches to the people. ... There is hope in the Middle East 
in unity of all Christians and churches. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth Ferris: ‘Raising Awareness on Refugees' EPS 88.04.06 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service of the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches. Her comment came in the wake of a workshop on 
awareness—buiilding on refugee issues in Africa last October in Mombasa 
(Kenya). The meeting was organized jointly by the WCC and the All Africa 
Conference of Churches. 


"Right now, the structures of information-sharing are vertical. People come 
from the North to study the refugee situation in Africa. Then they go back to 
the North and interpret what is happening. That is how we in Africa learn 
about refugees in other African countries. We need means for. sharing 
information horizontally, with each other, without depending on Northerners to 
interpret our own reality for us." 


These words, spoken by Dr M'Passou of Malawi summed up the feelings of many of 
the participants in the workshop in awareness-building held in Kenya in 
mid-October. ... Participants openly discussed the many obstacles to raising 
awareness about refugees, including in some countries the political 
sensitivities of information about refugees from neighbouring countries. 


Raising awareness among the general public about refugees is essential to 


ensure welcoming attitudes on the part of local communities. Participants 
emphasized the need to provide forums for refugees and local communities to 
come together. Non-traditional methods of communication are necessary to 


reach the grassroots, including films and cassettes, comic strips, music and 
drama, and fairs organized by refugees. Refugees themselves have great 
potential to raise awareness about the refugee situation, but they need 
resources to be able to communicate effectively. Over and over again, 
participants emphasized the need to enable refugees to tell their own stories 
and not just to be talked about. 


--.- The workshop also considered ways of increasing awareness within the 
churches by conscientizing church leaders, and encouraging pastors to preach 
sermons about refugees. Churches in Africa have the potential to reach 
Millions of Africans at all levels of society and they have many resources 
which could be used to increase awareness of refugees in their communities. 
Participants agreed to work within their churches and Christian councils to 
use these many resources, including church training institutions, buildings, 
schools, church newsletters and radio programmes, and the many human resources 
within the churches. 


At the same time, participants emphasized the need to work with the mass 
media, other NGOs, and UNHCR in raising awareness about refugee concerns. 
Several participants noted that press coverage of refugees in their countries 
usually focused on negative aspects of refugees. The journalists and 
communicators in the workshop offered many useful suggestions for reaching out 
to media representatives and providing information to counteract these 
negative impressions. 


... Participants agreed to establish an ecumenical refugee network in 
Africa. Information will be provided by contacts in each country and the 
AACC Refugee Service will produce a regular newsletter to enable Africans to 
learn about the refugee situation in nearby countries. In all their 
awareness-building work, participants agreed on the need to educate the public 
about the root causes of refugees, and to explain the legal issues related to 
refugees. Awareness-—building is an important step in both addressing the 
root causes of refugees and in advocating humane policies in the countries of 
asylum. ... [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.04.07 


Festo Kivengere, bishop of the Anglican diocese of Kigezi (Uganda), and a 
noted evangelist, has been diagnosed as having malignant leukemia. 


Jude Pieterse, a Marist brother, is the new secretary general of the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference. He succeeds Smangaliso 
Mkhatshwa, a priest who served two three-year terms in the post, and who 
spent a period in detention as a result of his anti-apartheid work. 


Georges Tsetsis, the grand protopresbyter of the [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and its representative to the World Council of 
Churches, has been awarded a doctor of theology degree by the theological 
faculty of Thessaloniki University (Greece). His dissertation is on the 
"contribution of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the foundation of the World 
Council of Churches", and is based in part on unpublished documents. 


General Secretary Donald Anderson and Associate Secretary Edith Shore, of 
the Canadian Council of Churches, have resigned, effective 30 April. 


Dale Bisnauth is the new associate general secretary for programme planning 
and coordination of the Caribbean Conference of Churches. He has been the 
coordinator of the CCC southern sub-regional office. He succeeds Lambert 
Rae. Lorna Clarke has assumed responsibility for coordinating the CCC 
communications programme. 


J.S.A. Stephens, president of the Methodist Conference of Ghana has been 
appointed to chair the Christian Council of Ghana, succeeding N.A. Dzobo, 
moderator of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 


Noel Bruyns has left his post as information/press officer for the 
conference of southern African Roman Catholic bishops (SACBC) and returned to 
Federal Germany. 


Avery Post, president of the United Church of Christ since 1977, has 
announced he will not seek reelection. His term expires 30 September 1989. 


From 1 August, A. Alexander Morisey Jr. is the executive secretary of the 
Section of the Americas of the Friends World Committee for Consultation. He 
succeeds the retiring Gordon Browne Jr. 


José Pereira de Sousa has accepted nomination as general secretary of the 
Portuguese Baptist Convention. The election of a successor to Grayson 
Tennison was scheduled for the PBC annual meeting 6-8 April. 


Augusto Chipesse is the new general secretary of the Angolan Council of 
Evangelical Churches, which groups 11 Baptist, Reformed, Methodist, 
Pentecostal, and Independent denominations. A minister of the Evangelical 
Congregational Church in Angola, he succeeds Jose Belo Chipenda, now general 
secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, in Nairobi. 


Eskiem Kojo is the new general secretary of the Sudan Council of Churches. 
He succeeds Clement Janda, now on the international affairs staff of the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva. Kojo was also Janda's predecessor in the SCC 
post. 


Jacques Berset is the new editor-in-chief of the Swiss church news agency 
Apic/Kipa. He succeeds Bruno Holtz, now’ general secretary of the 
International Catholic Press Union, in Geneva. [EPS] 


WCC AT 40 (IV): The World Council of Churches - Third Decade EPS 88.04.08 


This August marks the 40th anniversary of the founding First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam. This item is part of a series, 
looking back on WCC history, and reflecting on the possible ecumenical 
future. Material for this item is adapted from this year's WCC calendar. 
Earlier parts of this series appeared as EPS 88.03.61,98,113. 


"Behold, I make all things new" - theme of the Fourth Assembly (Uppsala, 
Sweden, August 1968) - suited well a time of worldwide social upheaval. The 
WCC itself had become a worldwide fellowship, with 235 members - 111 from 
third-world countries. Iwo immediate crises were conflict between Nigeria and 
its former Eastern Region, and the uprising in Czechoslovakia and Soviet 
intervention there. Both issues divided church people throughout the world. 


The assembly pointed to a theological link between the concern for church 
unity and for the unity of humankind. 


In one assembly session, US novelist James Baldwin and Lord Caradon, the UK 
permanent representative at the UN, addressed white racism. Baldwin asked 
whether "there is left in Christian civilization the moral energy, the 
spiritual daring, to atone, to repent, to be born again?" 


An April 1968 conference on development, in Beirut, was the first officially 
sponsored and organized by both the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. A 
growing convergence of Roman Catholic and ecumenical social thought helped 
make possible formation later that year of a joint WCC-Roman Catholic 
committee on Society, Development and Peace (SODEPAX). In 1969, Paul VI was 
the first pope to visit WCC headquarters. 


The 1969 Central Committee adopted recommendations from a consultation on 
racism in Notting Hill (London) to create a Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) 
and establish a fund to help groups struggling against racial injustice. 
Since 1970, when the fund made its first grants, it has dispensed more than 7 
million US dollars, including notable amounts for humanitarian work by groups 
fighting for independence in Zimbabwe (finally achieved in 1980). 


An August 1969 Central Committee statement on the Middle East recognized the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 


Set up in 1970, the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
(CCPD) has been a powerful force for making churches aware of the gospel's 
"preferential option for the poor" and of participation of the poor in the 
ordering of society as the means for their liberation. 


In 1970-73, consultations on genetics, images of the future, environment, and 
the impact of technology inaugurated a WCC study of "The Future of Humankind 
in a World of Science-Based Technology". Their findings were evaluated in a 
June 1974 conference in Bucharest (Romania) which called on churches to work 
for a "just and sustainable society". 


In 1971, the World Council of Christian Education voted to merge with the 
WCC. Continuing the heritage of the WCCE's long experience of work with 
children, youth, and adults is a concern of the WCC's Education subunit. 


The signing of an agreement in February 1972 culminated peacemaking efforts 
in the Sudan begun in May 1971 by the WCC and the All Africa Conference of 
Churches. [over] 
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Meeting in Utrecht (Netherlands) at the end of that year, the Central 
Committee elected Philip Potter as the third WCC general secretary. At the 
time, the Methodist from the West Indian island of Dominica was director of 
the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


New understanding of the comprehensiveness of God's will for the salvation of 
humankind, greater appreciation of the cultural diversity in which salvation 
in Christ is proclaimed, and the need for radically new relationships among 
churches around the world were emphasized at the Conference on World Mission 
and Evangelism in Bangkok in 1972-73. 


A 1973 report on "Violence and Nonviolence and the Struggle for Social 
Justice" addressed questions from those who feared that the WCC did not speak 
out clearly enough against "violent" means to achieve racial and social 
justice. 


In December 1973, the WCC and the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace 
issued a joint statement to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


Growing concern about the place of women in church and society was eloquently 
expressed at a 1974 WCC conference in Berlin on "Sexism in the 1970s". 


The WCC's Fifth Assembly - the first in Africa - was held in Nairobi in 
December 1975. Its theme, "Jesus Christ Frees and Unites", focused attention 
on struggles for spiritual, cultural, and political liberation in Africa and 
elsewhere in the third world. Speakers included US theologian Robert McAfee 
Brown and Jamaican prime minister Michael Manley. 


wCC members by the time of Nairobi totalled 285, up 50 since Uppsala. 
Assembly delegates said WCC programmes should focus on four themes: (1) 
expressing and communicating faith in the triune God; (2) seeking a just, 
participatory and sustainable society; (3) unity of the church and renewal of 
human community; (4) education and renewal. 


In the mid-1970s, many African church people proposed a moratorium on 
financial support from rich countries until such "sharing" was freed of 
paternalism and foreign control. Agreeing that new approaches were needed, 
Nairobi insisted that sharable "resources" include spiritual experience, 
theological insight, and cultural heritage, as well as money and personnel. To 
encourage such new approaches, the WCC set up a study of "ecumenical sharing 
of resources", 


Nairobi responded to the 1974 Berlin meeting by calling for a study of "the 
community of women and men in the church", focusing on a_ theological 
understanding of sexuality, with full participation by women theologians and 
scholars. 


With the signing in 1975 of the Final Act of the European security conference 
in Helsinki, an intensive ecumenical programme on human rights in Europe was 
begun. The assembly gave particular attention to human-rights violations in 
Latin America. 


With five representatives of other faiths as guests in Nairobi (the first such 
participation), assembly discussion of interfaith dialogue was controversial 
and enlightening. Since then, "Guidelines for Dialogue", accepted by the 
Central Committee in 1979, have become the basis of ecumenical reflection on 
and engagement in this issue. [EPS] 


WCC AT 40 (V): The World Council of Churches - Fourth Decade EPS 88.04.09 


This August marks the 40th anniversary of the founding First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, in Amsterdam. This item is part of a series, 
looking back on WCC history, and reflecting on the possible ecumenical 
future. Material for this item is adapted from this year's WCC calendar. 
Earlier parts of this series appeared as EPS 88.03.61,98,113, 04.08. 


In 1978 and 1982 WCC General Secretary Philip Potter addressed UN special 
sessions on disarmament; in 1981, a WCC Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons 
and Disarmament (Amsterdam) helped define a church position in the worldwide 
debate. A 17-person panel received statements from 40 expert witnesses, 
reflecting many social, technical, political, theological, and ethical views. 


The report of the hearing, "Before It's Too Late", concluded that "the time 
has come when the churches must unequivocally declare that the production and 
deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity 
and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and theological grounds." 


The main findings of the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
(Melbourne, Australia, 1980) were: (1) the kingdom we pray for is the 
kingdom of the one who died “outside the gates"; (2) a clear case must be made 
for the poor as today's challenging missionary criterion; (3) evangelism takes 
place in the middle of human struggles; (4) at the centre of church life is 
the eucharist, missionary food for people on the march; (5) mission and church 
unity are intimately related. 


The 1979 World Conference on Faith, Science and the Future, at _ the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, (Cambridge, near Boston), brought 
together more than 500 scientists, technologists, and theologians to continue 
the ecumenical examination of the impact of the modern scientific worldview on 
faith and the human future. 


In 1980, the South Pacific nation of Vanuatu (formerly the Franco-British 
Condominium of New Hebrides) was born. The WCC played a role in facilitating 
negotiations that led to its independence. 


With contributions from hundreds of local groups around the world, the WCC 
study on the Community of Women and Men in the Church culminated in a 1981 
meeting in Sheffield (England/UK). The study, in the words of the official 
report, made it possible "to experience the church as women and men in 
community, held together in hope and, step by step, sustained by God's 
promise". 


"Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" was the theme of the WCC's Sixth 
Assembly, in Vancouver (British Columbia/Canada), in July/August 1983. 
Cable tv enabled more people than ever before to follow an assembly; and an 
average of 4500 people a day - delegates from the 301 members, observers, 
guests -— were present for assembly events. 


Issues addressed at Vancouver included disarmament, economic justice, human 
rights, international food disorder, the rights of the aboriginal peoples of 
Canada and conflicts in the Middle East, southern Africa and Central America. 


“Vancouver stressed the importance of deepening ecumenical fellowship, and of 
ensuring that WCC programmes grow "towards a vital and coherent theology", 
incorporating "the rich diversity of theological approaches emerging out of 
the varied experience of churches throughout the world." It said a major 
focus should be encouraging "a conciliar process of mutual commitment 
(covenant) to justice, peace and the integrity of creation". [over] 


wec40/2 


The Vancouver setting made the assembly especially aware of the concerns of 
the peoples of the Pacific. With dance and song, Pacific churches told of old 
and modern-day aggression against islanders, especially the consequences of 
using the Pacific Ocean as a testing area for nuclear weapons. 


A large yellow and white tent was the Vancouver worship centre. For many, the 
music, liturgies and prayer services were the heart of that assembly - a 
confirmation of that community of faith which comes to those who find their 
life in Christ. Since then, the Sub-unit on Renewal and Congregational Life 
has sponsored workshops on ecumenical worship in various parts of the world. 


In 1982, after six years of discussion among WCC members, evangelicals 
outside the council, and Roman Catholics, the Central Committee adopted an 
8000-word statement, "Mission and Evangelism: An Ecumenical Affirmation". 


The same year, the WCC Faith and Order Commission, meeting in Lima (Peru), 
decided to submit a major ecumenical convergence text on baptism, eucharist 
and ministry (BEM) for official church reaction. That climaxed a decade of 
work on the text itself and more than half a century of ecumenical discussion 
on the issues. By the end of 1987 more than 170 official responses had been 
received. 


The year after a 1983 visit to the WCC by K. H. Ting, leader of the Three-Self 
Movement and the China Christian Council, General Secretary Philip Potter made 
the first official WCC visit to the church in the People's Republic of China. 


During a pastoral visit to Switzerland in June 1984, Pope John Paul II made 
a three-hour stop at WCC headquarters, the first papal visit in 15 years. The 
pope reaffirmed his insistence that "the engagement of the Catholic Church in 
the ecumenical movement is irreversible". 


The next month, the Central Committee elected Emilio Castro, a Methodist from 
Uruguay, the fourth general secretary of the WCC. Like his predecessor, 
Philip Potter, he was previously director of the WCC Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism. 


In November 1985, US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Communist Party 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev came to Geneva for their first meeting. 
WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, in an open letter, appealed to the 
leaders to take concrete steps for peace. 


The same month, was the first official WCC visit to the Democratic People's 
Republic of [North] Korea. The following September, the WCC organized, in 
Glion (Switzerland), the first meeting between Christians from the two Koreas. 


Two world consultations - in Larnaca (Cyprus) in November 1986, and in El 
Escorial (Spain) in October 1987 - addressed issues arising out of the 
systems developed by churches to share resources. The Larnaca meeting - 
"Diakonia 2000: Called to Be Neighbours" -— emphasized the comprehensiveness of 
diakonia and the importance of the local church as an agent of change. The El 
Escorial meeting - “Koinonia: Sharing Life in a World Community" - climaxed 
the decade-long ecumenical discussion of sharing resources. 


Last December, following a round of visits to Eastern Orthodox churches and to 
Rome and Canterbury, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I visted the WCC to 
manifest Orthodox commitment to its work, and to promote the quest for 
Christian unity and friendship among all peoples of the earth. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/12) 


A report on last month's Latin American worship workshop [EPS 88.04.28] is 
available from WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The current issue (#101, February) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Health for One 
Million Programme in South India. 


The annual report for 1987 on ecumenical response to Asia floods is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Jobs available: Noticias Aliadas/Latinamerica Press is looking for a new 
director. Contact David Molineaux, Apartado 5594, Lima 100. Church Women 
United, an ecumenical organization in the United States, is looking for a new 
general director. Contact Kathryn Kopf, 3324 West Queen Lane, Philadelphia PA 
19129. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches is looking for a general 
secretary, to begin work 1 September 1989. Contact William P. Thompson, 60 
Ross Stevenson Circle, Princeton NJ 08540. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
OF, 245° 90.35). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20; 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 30 March. The 
next is scheduled for 7 April. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are Wednesday, 6 April; Tuesday, 12 April, and 
subsequent Mondays - all at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA CHURCH: Ecumenical Press 
RESERVATIONS ON MEDIA PLAN Service 88.04.10 


PORT MORESBY —- The Melanesian Council of Churches and the Churches Council for 
Media say they have "serious reservations" about proposed media legislation 
for Papua New Guinea. 


In a joint statement, the two councils say the proposed legislation "might 
provide opportunities for a healthier and more integrated national 
development, or may well pave the way for the curtailment of democracy and a 
slide towards tyranny." 


They note that in formulating their observations, "we have been hampered by 
the absence of what may be considered a definitive or final form of the bill. 
We have in hand only some bits and pieces." 


Supporters of the bill say its objectives include restrictions on foreign 
investment in local media ("divestment"), "prevention of monopoly", and 
"protection and enrichment of culture", objectives the church representatives 
"endorse and share." 


The statement notes, however, that these objectives are not set out in the 
bill's preamble. It describes the "whole tenor of the bill" as "more negative 
than positive, calculated more to regulate and constrain rather than to 
promote and expand communication." 


It notes that the bill refers to media obligations to "maintain a balance of 
information, enlightenment, and entertainment." But, it asks, "what about the 
obligation to serve the needs of religion, education, health, agriculture, and 
other obvious aspects of national development? What about the obligation of 
the media to help build up a truly participatory democracy and a truly 
Christian society, as envisaged in the constitution? ... 


"What this country needs urgently", it suggests, "is not a piece of 
legislation on the media, but a clear statement of policy on the media, based 
on a coherent philosophy of communication." 


The church critique warns that the bill "seeks to provide for the regulation 
and restrictions of the rights and freedoms (namely, freedoms of conscience, 
expression, and information) guaranteed under the constitution ... under the 
guide of ‘giving effect to the public interest and public welfare'." 


A tribunal to be set up under the bill would include an MCC representative, 
but the statement worries that the procedures for nomination "may not be 
sufficient to ensure that the person nominated ... will be _ truly 
representative of our interests." 


It also asks whether church newsletters are included in the bill's definition 
of "media", calls for clear criteria for the granting and revoking of 
licenses, and urges the addition of an appeal procedure to review tribunal 
decisions. 


Calling for "serious negotiations with us about the proposed legislation", the 
two councils say they "consider it our moral obligation to alert the people of 
this country to the risk of losing rights and freedoms guaranteed them under 
their country's constitution." 


The MCC groups Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Salvation Army, United, and 
Baptist jurisdictions. About 96 percent of the 3.5 million Papua New Guineans 
are counted as Christians. [EPS] 


IRAQI CHURCH LEADERS URGE Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORT FOR UN PEACE PLAN Service 88.04.11 


GENEVA -— A church delegation from Iraq has appealed to the World Council of 
Churches to influence members of the UN Security Council "to put Resolution 
598 into immediate effect so that durable peace may be achieved between Iraq 
and Iran". 


The resolution, adopted last July, calls for a complete cease fire in the 
Iran-Iraq war, now in its eighth year. 


In the delegation's view, "while Iraq accepted the mandate of the Security 
Council ... as a positive step towards peace, Iran rejected it after toying 
with world apprehension for so many months." 


Meeting with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro here (24 March), the Iraqis 
asked him to contact church leaders in “influential countries" to promote 
peace. They also asked him to call Christians to pray for the Middle East. 


They expressed concern about recent developments in the war, especially the 
"war of the cities" involving missile attacks on major population centres in 
each country. 


The delegation included five Iraqi church primates - two Oriental Orthodox, 
Archbishop Saliba Shamoun (Syrian), and Bishop Avak Asadourian (Armenian); two 
Roman Catholics, Archbishop André Sana (Chaldean) and Archbishop Emmanuel 
Benni (Syrian); and Patriarch Addai II of the Holy Apostolic Catholic Church 
of the East. 


With them was Director General Atta-Allah Al-Hadithi of the government 
ministry for endowments and religious affairs. 


Besides Geneva, the delegation also visited the pope, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, and other Roman Catholic and Anglican leaders in Rome and London. 


A similar Christian delegation had a similar itinerary in 1984. 


In the discussion, Castro expressed serious WCC concern about the use of 
chemical weapons which resulted in the death of a large number of people in 
the Kurdish region of Iraq near the Iranian border. 


More than 100 bodies were reportedly found in the city of Halabja, victims of 
an alleged gas attack. 


The previous day, the International Committee of the Red Cross reported that 
"in a new and tragic escalation of the Iran-Iraq conflict, chemical weapons 
have been used, killing a great number of civilians in the [Iranian- 
controlled, Iraqi] province of Sulaymaniyah". 


Each country has blamed the other for what happened there. 


Castro emphasised WCC support for the UN peace plan. "The real issue is not 
the war, but peace", he said. 


As the delegation asked, he promised to contact church leaders. He also 
proposed to appeal for prayer for the Gulf area and the whole Middle East. 


About 95 percent of the 16.5 million Iraqis are Muslims. Of the 50 million 
Iranians, about 98 percent are Muslims. In each country Christians number 
approximately 400 to 500 thousand. [EPS] 


CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN Ecumenical Press 
NORTHERN IRISH VIOLENCE Service 88.04.12 


BELFAST -— Irish church leaders have issued strong condemnations of violence. 
They were reacting to the murder of two soldiers. They had driven into a 
funeral procession here for an IRA man. He was shot dead at an earlier 
funeral for three IRA members killed by security forces in Gibraltar. 


Both the Anglican and Roman Catholic archbishops issued statements. Anglican 
Robin Eames said the "current spiral of senseless slaughter must stop.” Roman 
Catholic Tomas Cardinal Fiaich said "a frightening cycle of murder and 
reprisal must be broken." In a joint statement, Methodist President William 
Hamilton and Presbyterian Moderator William Fleming condemned the "vicious and 
brutal murders". They said the "sacredness of human life has been debased and 
eroded by the frightening spiral of murder, and calls for revenge." 


Cahal Daly, the Roman Catholic bishop whose diocese includes Belfast, said 
many Roman Catholics had been in touch with him to express "outrage and shame 
that such awful things could be done within our Catholic community", and their 
"sense of helplessness and near despair at the evil forces which have been 
released within their community, and which are opposed to everything that 
Catholics believe and cherish." He called for the total rejection of evil, 
with "no ambivalence, no double standards, no selective indignation". He also 
observed that politicans in Britain show little "awareness of [Irish 
sensitivities and rights" or in-depth understanding of Irish affairs". [EPS] 


CHURCH REPS CONDEMN ATTACK Ecumenical Press 
IN BOTSWANA BY SOUTH AFRICA Service 88.04.13 


JOHANNESBURG/GENEVA - The South African raid (28 March) on Gaborone, capital 
of neighbouring Botswana, prompted condemnations from General Secretaries 
Frank Chikane and Emilio Castro of the South African and World Councils of 
Churches respectively. 


The raid killed four people. The South Africans called them "terrorists" who 
used Botswana as a transit route for infiltrating into South Africa. The dead 
reportedly included two Botswanans and one South African. Botswana President 
Quett Masire condemned "this dastardly attack and murder of innocent people". 


Chikane called the "cold-blooded attack" a "shameful and flagrant abuse of 
human rights and the respect of territorial boundaries of neighbouring 
countries. [South African President] P.W. Botha continues to carry out 
cowardly murderous acts that people of God are bound to condemn and curse." 


Chikane said the "military actions of the state and its ever-increasing use of 
violence" have caused a "reaction of violence that will lead to an 
ever-increasing loss of lives." He cited a recent bombing in the magistrate's 
court in Krugersdorp as "one of those unfortunate events which are part of 
this unwarranted spiral of violence." He also voiced concern about an attack 
on the home of Popo Molefe, a leading figure of the United Democratic Front, a 
major opponent of the government's race policies. 


Castro expressed WCC "abhorrence" at South Africa's "indiscriminate killing" 
and "brutal murder". He said South African "attacks on neighbouring countries 
... killings, and policies of de-stabilization prove" it is "not interested in 
seeking a peaceful solution." He also condemned the "brutal assassination" 
(29 March) of Dulcie September, African National Congress representative in 
Paris. He called it "further evidence of the arrogance and cruelty of the 
apartheid regime." [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT CLOSES Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH-—BACKED PAPER TILL 10 JUNE Service 88.04.14 


JOHANNESBURG - The church-backed New Nation newspaper has been closed until 10 
June by the South African government, on grounds that it supports violence. 
It was founded in 1986 by the country's Roman Catholic bishops. Its 
editor-in-chief, Zwelakhe Sisulu, has been detained since December 1986. 


In other developments, two government officials searched (23 March) the 
premises of Edward Adams, Roman Catholic bishop of Oudtshoorn, confiscating 
some documents. His fellow bishops protested “in the strongest possible terms 
against this violation" of his "personal rights and integrity. It is evident", 
they said, "that the state is intent upon open confrontation with the church." 


The executive committee of the South African Council of Catholic Laity 
released (29 March) a statement of “respect and loyal support for our bishops' 
witness to justice" and for "all the religious leaders in our country who have 
chosen to work for justice as an integral ... dimension of proclaiming the 
gospel." The committee added that contrary to government suggestions, “our 
church leaders are not ... on their own", but are supported "by the majority 
of Christians in South Africa, who refuse to surrender their God-given right 
to participate equally in the government and society of their country." 


A three-person delegation from the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, led 
by WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret, arrived in Cape Town (26 March) to 
confer with WARC President Allan Boesak, a leading opponent of apartheid (the 
South African system of race separation with white supremacy). Perret said 
WARC deplores South African efforts to silence non-violent, anti-apartheid 
organizations [EPS 88.03.34,137]. "We are also deeply concerned about the 
safety of Dr Boesak and his family." 


The country's Anglican bishops said (22 March) the restrictions are "driving 
this beloved country closer to civil war, rendering powerless leaders who are 
committed to peaceful change." They said government attacks on church leaders 
are attacks on the church, and the bishops will "not allow the government to 
isolate" their archbishop, Desmond Tutu. "We recognise", they continued, 
"that Christian leaders hold differing opinions on some issues, but we defend 
absolutely the right of all to witness to the gospel in their differing 
situations, without being subjected to [actual or implied] threats." 


Referring to a meeting last month between Tutu and South African President 
P.W. Botha, the bishops took "grave offence at the cavalier way" Botha treated 
Tutu. In particular, they questioned Botha's right "to arrogate to himself 
--. the right to define what is spiritual, or to decide what is valid 
Christian witness. ... We will ... continue to denounce evil, including the 
evil of apartheid wherever we see it." 


Methodist President Khoza Mgojo called Botha "naive if he thought that ... 
Tutu had acted alone in his questioning of recent clampdowns by the government 
on black political organisations." He also faulted the country's main white 
Reformed denomination, the NGK, for its criticism of Tutu. "In so doing", he 
said, it is attacking every church leader that protested against the recent 
actions of the government." He said that like Jesus, "the church in South 
Africa today knows it may also have to walk that road of loneliness. We hope 
not. We pray that the government will not play Pilate." 


In Britain, clergy were asked by Christian Aid (part of the British Council 
of Churches) and two committees of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland to read 
or refer to the South African church leaders' 29 February petition during 
worship on Palm Sunday (27 March). [EPS] 


BOTHA WRITES TO Ecumenical Press 
TUTU AND CHIKANE Service 88.04.15 


PRETORIA - In separate letters last month to two prominent church leaders 
vigorously opposed to his government's race policies, South African President 
P.W. Botha accused the two of supporting atheistic Marxism. 


Botha wrote to Desmond Tutu, Anglican archbishop for southern Africa, and 
Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. 
Each had earlier written Botha objecting to recent severe government 
restrictions on 18 anti-apartheid groups, and on church and other leaders [EPS 
88 .03.34,62,96]. 


In his letter to Tutu, Botha referred to a sentence in a 1985 publication of 
the African National Congress which described the ANC and the South African 
Communist Party as "two pillars of our revolution". 


Botha charged that the "planned revolution" by the "ANC/SACP alliance" is "to 
ultimately transform South Africa into an atheistic Marxist state, where 
freedom of faith and worship will surely be among the first casualties. If 
you disagree with this, you should state so clearly and publicly .... The 
time for bluffing and games is long past. The question must be posed whether 
you are acting on behalf of the Kingdom of God, or the kingdom promised by the 
ANC and the SACP." 


In the letter to Chikane, Botha described his early years "in an environment 
where the Lord was served, where the love of God, his church, and his word, 
was transferred to me, and which I cherish in my heart to this very day. That 
is why", he continued, "I strive to conduct my personal life, and my service 
as state president, according to the principles of the Christian faith." 


He said that "in the light of the message of the Bible", his government has 
"gone out of its way to serve the people of this country, to broaden 
democracy, to remove hurtful and discriminatory legislation and_ social 
practices, and to provide for the needs of all on a scale that is found 
nowhere else on this continent. The quality of life in South Africa compares 
favourably with the best in Africa." 


Botha referred to invitations to black leaders "to cooperate with me in 
pursuing a just, peaceful, and prosperous future for all in South Africa and 
our region. Many of them already do so. ... [but] you love and praise the 
ANC/SACP with its Marxist and atheistic ideology ... perpetrating the most 
horrendous atrocities imaginable; and you embrace and participate in their 
call for violence, hatred, sanctions, insurrection, and resolution. ... At the 
same time, responsible church leaders who proclaim the true gospel of Christ, 
lament the fact that they are at times intimidated into a conspiracy of 
silence by those who have chosen the radical path.” 


Botha noted that almost all SACC income comes from overseas and that a notable 
segment of the South African Christian population is not in denominations 
which belong to the SACC. "Christians. of South Africa", he wrote, “are 
therefore justified to ask: just who do you really represent? ... I request 
you urgently not to abuse the freedom of religon and worship, and the good 
will of the people and the government of South Africa, for the pursuance of 
secular and revolutionary objectives." 


The president described himself as "amazed" that Chikane could "compare me and 
the government with immoral and godless people." In conclusion, he asked 
Chikane to "quote one single instance from the Word of God in which it appears 
that Christ advocated violence against the state; or led a demonstration 
against the state; or broke a law of the state." [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops gave info to Secret Service on abortion group EPS 88.04.16 
WASHINGTON -— The National Conference of Catholic Bishops confirmed it gave 
materials on an abortion-rights group, Catholics for a Free Choice, to the US 
government in connection with planning for the pope's US visit last year. CFC 
had called for peaceful demonstration against the pope because of his strong 
opposition to abortion. The NCCB confirmation came after a story in the 
Houston Chronicle newspaper. CFC President Frances Kissling called it 
"totally inappropriate for the bishops to take part in government intelligence 
gathering." NCCB spokesperson Richard Doerflinger called it "really a 
non-issue", he said, adding that the material the conference sent "wasn't deep 
intelligence. It was public information that anyone can get." [EPS] 


Spain: government commission to look into ‘sects’ EPS 88.04.17 
MADRID - The Spanish government has decided to set up a commission to look 
into more than 300 small religious groups, considered as sects. [EPS] 


Netherlands: plan to import Polish priests draws objections EPS 88.04.18 
UTRECHT - Adrianus Cardinal Simonis, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, has 
recruited three Polish priests to work in his diocese, where nearly 10 percent 
of the 350 parishes are without a priest. However, the archdiocesan priests' 
council said it felt uneasy about Simonis' choice because the Polish priests 
might reinforce “conservative tendencies". [EPS] 


Patriarch cancels Jerusalem procession fearing violence EPS 88.04.19 
JERUSALEM - Michel Sabbah, the Latin-rite Roman Catholic patriarch here, 
cancelled the traditional Palm Sunday procession in the city this year because 
of fears of violence along the route. [EPS] 


Group of church people urges Soviet patriarch to step down EPS 88.04.20 
MOSCOW - A group of activist church members is urging Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Patriarch Pimen to step down "for the sake of the church". They 
Suggest that Pimen retire to make way for a younger leader who could lead the 
church "more energetically". Their letter to Pimen says "we are obliged to 
tell you the truth. You, your holiness, are so weakened by your illness that 
you are in no condition to bear the burden of your patriarchal duties." Pimen 
is 78. Among the letter's signers is the priest Gleb Yakunin. [EPS] 


Baptist World Alliance general secretary killed in crash EPS 88.04.21 
LODI (California/USA) - Gerhard Claas, 59, general secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance, was killed in a car-truck collision near here (21 March). He 
was travelling in the area in connection with fund-raising activities for the 
BWA, which faced operating and building-fund deficits of more than 1 million 
US dollars in the past two years. He came to his BWA post in 1980. [EPS] 


Hostage says Bible reading kept him sane EPS 88.04.22 
PARIS - Roger Auque, held hostage for 323 days in Lebanon until his release 
last November, told the French weekly Journal de Dimanche that "being able to 
read the Bible kept me sane." Most of his guards were Palestinians, some of 
them Christians. "The one who gave me a Bible did me a blessed service", he 
said. [EPS] 


USA: two denominations move closer to union EPS 88.04.23 
ST LOUIS - At a joint meeting, the executive boards of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ approved a document 
supporting unity between the two. The document calls the ecumenical 
partnership declared between them in 1985 an "expression of visible unity" 
that will someday result in "mutual recognition of members and ordained 
ministers", “common decision-making", and other signs of "full communion". 
The document is to be considered by the governing assembly of each 
denomination next year. [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: police break up religious—freedom demonstration EPS 88.04.24 
BRATISLAVA - Czechoslovak police used riot sticks, dogs, tear gas, and water 
cannons to break up a banned demonstration of thousands of Roman Catholics 
here calling for greater religious freedom. The country's Roman Catholic 
leader, Franti§ek Cardinal TomaSek, the 88-year-old archbishop of Prague, 
called the police action "very sad". But, he predicted the authorities' 
attitude would "strengthen us even more". [EPS] 


Christ as a 44-gallon oil drum EPS 88.04.25 
WELLINGTON -— St Andrew's parish here exhibited a vivid series of "stations of 
the cross" by local artist Robert Gouldie which portrayed Christ as a red, 
44-gallon oil drum. The parish minister, John Murray, said in Crosslink 
(April), monthly newspaper of New Zealand Methodists and Presbyterians, that 
the oil-drum motif is a "shocking treatment of a shocking story. People - 
especially Jesus - are treated like things; bashed, kicked over, and rejected 
as useless objects." The political and religious leaders are depicted as 
pillars with ravening heads. [EPS] 


New Zealand: Cyclone does 'bicultural wonders' EPS 88.04.26 
GISBORNE - According to Crosslink, monthly newspaper of New Zealand Methodists 
and Presbyterians, last month's cyclone in this region of New Zealand "has 
done wonders for Maori-Pakeha relations in the area." (Maoris are descendants 
of New Zealand's early inhabitants; Pakehas are descendants of its later 
white settlers.) According to Crosslink, "local ministers tell how tensions 
between the races dissipated as the maraes [Maori community meeting houses] 
took in people in rural areas" affected by the cyclone. "Pakehas found 
themselves welcomed in a way they hadn't experienced before", said 
Presbyterian minister Pamela Tankersley. [EPS] 


New Zealand: Presbyterians endorse nine structural principles EPS 88.04.27 
WELLINGTON - The Presbyterian Council of Assembly has agreed on nine 
guidelines to restructure the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand. Among other 
things, the council agreed structures are to include clear relationships, 
provide more policy input and decision making at regional and local levels, 
and be appropriate to different cultural settings. The council said the 
national structure must provide cohesion for the whole denomination, and there 
must be openness to continuing changes. Proposed structural changes are to 
come before the PCNZ General Assembly in November. [EPS] 


Latin America: ecumenical worship workshop held EPS 88.04.28 
SAN JOSE — Co-sponsored by the Latin American Biblical Seminary and the Latin 
American and World Councils of Churches, a worship workshop was held here 
(5-13 March) for about 50 participants from all the countries of the region 
except Cuba, Peru, and Mexico. There were also five US participants familiar 
with Latin American worship. Leading the group were five "worship animators" 
from Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America. A purpose of the workshops, 
which have been held in Europe, Africa, and Asia since 1983, is to foster 
inter-regional sharing of liturgical music and text resources. [EPS] 


Kenya: mixed reactions to government ban on church magazine EPS 88.04.29 
NAIROBI - Last month's banning of Beyond, a Christian leadership magazine 
sponsored by ‘the National Council of Churches of Kenya [EPS 88.03.134] has 
been met with mixed reactions. NCCK Chairman Byrum Makokha said much of the 
material in the issue which prompted the ban was "somehow out of step with the 
‘council's ... intention to make a constructive contribution to Kenya's 
national well being and development." General Secretary Plawson Kuria of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa was especially critical of the Magazine's 
comparison of the "beloved government of Kenya with that of the Nazis of 
Hitler's regime". Secretary General George Odiko of the Kenya Union of 
Journalists urged the government to lift the ban. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: ‘Letter from New York' EPS 88.04.30 


Corridors seethed with rumors of high-level executive firings as the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries met here last month. A move to 
centralize board units under General Secretary Randolph Nugent, combined with 
desires to pacify conservative critics of the board, was rumored to lie behind 
rumored head choppings. Nobody would explain officially what was going on, 
but nobody denied the rumors either. 


Board directors spent long hours behind closed doors, but a release issued 
afterwards by Associate General Secretary Betty Thompson spoke only of a 
"consultation process" and a decision to "amplify" it in the future. 


One paragraph did note a more autonomous procedure for the Women's Division, 
implying, some thought, that its chief executive, Theressa Hoover, was safe. 
Some people also thought Norma Kehrberg, chief executive of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief would survive. 


Rene Bideaux, chief executive of the National Division, decided not to wait 
until annual re-election time comes in October. He submitted his resignation 
to take effect in June. It was understood that John Murdock, chief executive 
of another part of the board, Health and Welfare, was going along with the 
desires of those who — for whatever reasons —- want change in wholesale lots. 


Much corridor talk centered on Peggy Billings, World Division chief executive 
since 1984, who has been controversial for her support of many social—justice 
causes. Division President Roy Sano, UM bishop in Denver, said at the end of 
the board meeting that he does not consider Billings' replacement a foregone 
conclusion. But neither would he predict her re-election. 


Some wondered why the board personnel committee moved at this time —- a new 
board is soon to be elected - to replace executives it apparently found 
satisfactory for four years. Sano said that although he is division 


president, the commmittee did not inform him of its thinking on that. 


In other action, the board condemned "manufacturing, sale and distribution of 
tear gas being used against civilian non-combatants, especially against 
pregnant women and children, in Israel and the occupied West Bank and Gaza." 


It also endorsed a "Message of Concern" the National Council of Churches 
issued 18 February. Said the NCC: "The new outbreak of violence and 
repression makes clear that the continued occupation by Israel of territories 
conquered during the 1967 war is unacceptable". 


Tensions that flared last year over Church World Service (the NCC's relief, 
development, and refugee arm) seem to have subsided. CWS Director J Richard 
Butler said a January conference he and the CWS fund-raising staff had with 
NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer and other NCC leaders brought "a real 
watershed in moving us out of a confrontational mode." 


Butler and Brouwer have also engaged a professional mediator to work with 
them, apparently in something like a marriage-counseling role. But other 
people involved with CWS say basic issues, pre-eminently the argument over how 
much CWS income the NCC will take for its general budget, remain unresolved. 


The Appeal of Conscience Foundation, an interfaith group led by New York Rabbi 
Arthur Schneier and devoted to working for religious liberty, recently took 
its first delegation to Cuba. They reported that President Fidel Castro told 
them in a three-hour (23h00-02h00) meeting he favors closer ties between US 
and Cuban religious leaders. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Klaus Poser: 'A Painful Journey to Palestine' EPS 88.04.31 


Poser is director of the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World 
Council of Churches. He offered these reflections after several days in 
Israel and the Israeli-Occupied Territories last month in connection with a 
meeting of the CICARWS officers. 


CICARWS' principal financial support in the area is approximately 3 million US 
dollars it channels for the work of the Department on Service to Palestine 
Refugees of the Middle East Council of Churches. The department works in the 
Gaza Strip, West Bank, Israel, Lebanon, and Jordan in health, education, and 
community development. 


Anything short of a separate state is unacceptable to the Palestinians, while 
the Israeli side shows a wide spectrum of opinions. 


Some seem convinced that equality must be realized without delay in Israel, 
and peace must be negotiated for the West Bank and Gaza, possibly through an 
international peace conference. Others mention as the first reason for the 
uprising the occupation, but question how an independent Palestinian state 
could vouch for Israel's security and survival. 


We met a representative from the ministry of religious affairs who cautioned 
the churches against any political involvement. He saw Arab culture as_ so 
different that living together would be virtually impossible. This argument, 
together with the equation of Palestine as the Jewish homeland and 
sanctification of Israel as a Jewish state, is a strong deterrent to living 
together with equal rights as mutually respected states and citizens. 


While the Palestinians had to get acquainted with and to accommodate to the 
Israelis, on whom they depend for work, and social and political life, the 
Israelis seem to have let time go by without acquainting themselves with their 
Arab neighbours. 


This has obvious racist undertones and is compounded in the occupied 
territories by political oppression, economic exploitation, and social 
depravation aiming finally at mass exodus and enslavement. 


The Israeli government is losing control over its soldiers. Compared to 
previous behaviour, they are visible and present, patrolling the villages and 
cities in a provocative way. 


These provocations find spontaneous responses where, in addition to the 
bottled-up angriness and frustration of the occupied population, insult is 
added by the unnecessary presence of soldiers after prayers in mosques, or at 
funerals and social-service centres. 


The only means which will satisfy the Palestinians are clear indications and 
concrete steps towards peace and self-determination. Negotiations must 
include the PLO. It has succeeded in preventing an outbreak of armed violence. 


But time is running out. Tension is rising, self-control and patience are 
eroding, and uncontrolled action becomes possible. The only barrier is still 
the authority of the PLO. 


Only if Israel and the Palestinians realize that people care, and Israel 
realizes the current uprising is about its occupation, not about its right to 
exist, may the one be deterred from massacre and oppression, and the other 
from giving way to violence There is a responsibility for the ecumenical 
community to share in preventing another holocaust. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Carlos Sintado: ‘A Report on Brazil' EPS 88.04.32 


Sintado is secretary for development education at the World Council of 
Churches. He visited Brazil last 24 October-—6 November. 


Brazil strikes its visitors as a country of impressive contradictions. The. 
"giant" of Latin America is the country that also has the largest foreign debt 
of the Third World countries. The luxury of the privileged few contrasts 
with the increasing poverty of the majority of the population. 


Rio de Janeiro, its former capital, is a clear example of this blatant 
contradiction, that comes up immediately as you walk the streets. Copacabana 
and Ipanamena, well-known tourism centres, are surrounded by "favelhas" 
(slums) where the majority of the population live. 


Brazil has also become the sixth largest arms producer in the world, thus 
showing a high degree of industrialization and technological know-how, 
strongly backed by the fact that the military were in power in the country for 
almost 20 years. 


One has to remember that Brazil was the first "model" of military revolution 
in the mid 60s. The Brazilian experience was transferred to many other Latin 
American countries. 


After a long struggle by the people, the country is recovering its democracy. 
Nevertheless, it still has a long way to go. People speak of frustration, for 
example, the vast majority wanted direct presidential elections, and they did 
not have it; the country wanted to have a president, but he died before even 
taking up office. 


A new economic plan called, "cruzado" was put into practice, giving a certain 
Stability and hope to the majority of the working class, but it was very 
ephemeral; it only lasted six months and immediately after another election 
there was a drastic change, giving rise to inflation that runs at about 11 
percent per month at the present moment. Unemployment is very high and there 
is also underemployment. ... 


[In Sao Paulo, the largest city in South America,] ecumenism ... takes many 
forms of expression, from encounters among leaders and pastors of churches for 
Bible study, ecumenical celebrations and prayers, to base ecumenism, concerned 
with important issues that are questions of life and death for many people in 
thiseunc .metropoliscus'. 4 


[Most of the people I met here] expressed the fact that their churches are ... 
split ... with sectors representing progressive views, open to ecumenical 
relationships and commitment, and other sectors that are taking a much more 
cautious approach to ecumenism. 


In many instances, the Roman Catholic church, headed by one of the most 
progressive bishops and leaders, Cardinal Paulo E. Arns, plays a very role in 
catalysizing efforts and promoting the ecumenical spirit in the city. ... 


Brazil, the "giant" of Latin America, is suffering from its economic 
dependence on the international structures of the Western world, that affects 
the lives of millions of people of this vast country. The ecumenical movement 
has shown a willingness to accompany the suffering people and is ready to 
share its lot with them. 


The WCC ought to continue the support it gives to those sectors of the 
churches that are committed to the struggle for liberation. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Wesley Ariarajah: ‘Uniqueness, Finality, and Christ' EPS 88.04.33 


This is excerpted from the Sixth Lambeth Interfaith Lecture, delivered last 
November. Ariarajah is director at the World Council of Churches of the 
Ssub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. 


... Are uniqueness and finality appropriate categories for our understanding 
of Christ? Let me first assure you that I do not approach this question 
lightly, for I am aware that here I am touching some of the deepest elements 
of the Christian consciousness. ... I am convinced that it is not just the 
pluralist milieu but the very explication of the Christian faith for today 
that requires us to reconsider our Christological formulations, especially 
those related to the uniqueness and finality of Christ. 


The words uniqueness, finality, decisiveness, absoluteness etc. have been used 
in a variety of ways and can be defined in ways that are more or less 
exclusive. Since we will not be able here to deal with the finer definitions 
of these terms, let me characterize the way in which these words are often 
defined, especially in relation to other faiths: 


God has revealed God's saving will in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It is through this one/decisive/unique/final/absolute/once-for- 
all (etc.) act that God will save the whole of humanity. Christians, 
therefore, in humility, in love and without disrespect to the faith of others 
should still call them to this one way through which God saves. 


--.- In my own experience of speaking to many groups and churches in different 
parts of the world ... I have never failed to encounter this as a major issue 
in our relation to people of other faiths. "But what about the uniqueness and 
finality of Christ? Does dialogue mean that we compromise this central 
conviction that marks our Christian identity?" people ask. 


Let me first remove a possible misunderstanding. I firmly believe in the 
centrality of Christ to the Christian faith. As a Christian I believe that in 
the life, death and resurrection of Christ and in the experience of the living 
Christ we have had a "window" into who God is and how God deals with humanity. 


It is that loving, forgiving and transforming experience of God to which I am 
brought in Christ that sustains me. The discipleship to which Christ calls 
me, which requires of me a new and radically altered attitude to myself and my 
neighbour demands my obedience. 


I would go further to affirm that the love that was made visible in Christ is 
a love that embraces the whole of humanity. It is because I have come to know 
God in Jesus Christ that I believe that God's redeeming love cannot but 
embrace the whole of humankind. It is in this sense that Christian experience 
has its own specificity. It is indeed grounded in Jesus Christ. 


But the way uniqueness is often interpreted draws from these positive 
affirmations a number of negative conclusions about other people's religious 
life. Thus, for example, the belief in the uniqueness of the revelation in 
Christ ... [has led Christian thinkers to deny] that there can be any 
revelation of God in the religious experiences of other believers. 


‘More seriously, this kind of christological starting point has led sections of 
the church to speak of other believers as 'unreached millions' or as those 
'perishing' because the light of the gospel has not been brought to them. 
Again, this type of Christology has resulted in Christians not being able to 
be open to expect and recognize God's initiative, activity and loving concern 
in the life and spiritual pilgrimage of others. [over] 


ariarajah/2 


Is it not surprising that in spite of all the radical openness of the churches 
in the World Council of Churches on social, economic, and political questions, 
and in spite of the Council's own pioneering work in dialogue, when it came to 
theological issues, sections of the [1983 WCC] assembly could not agree that 
God could be active in other faiths? 


I believe that this has little to do with peoples' sensitivity and openness to 
people of other faiths. Rather, the assembly was faced with the dilemma of 
having to choose between a "received theology" and a contemporary obedience. 
We did not have the theology to back our experience in life. 


Words like ‘uniqueness', ‘'finality', 'absoluteness' etc. - important as they 
might have been in the past -— are no longer appropriate vehicles to expound 
the meaning of Christ for our times. They not only hinder our theological 
task, but give the wrong signals to our neighbours. 


In fact, a closer examination of the way these words function today would show 
that far from articulating a theological consensus among Christians on the 
question of salvation, they have become emotive words that satisfy a stream 
within the Church that would protect particular understandings of mission and 
evangelism, which have themselves come under’. serious questioning in a 
pluralist society. 


We, therefore, need a theological reconstruction not only for the task of 
relating to people of other faiths but also, perhaps more so, for the 
celebration of our faith in God in Jesus Christ and our witness to it. Sucha 
task should be one that: 


- arises from the biblical witness that God as creator, or the source of all 
life, is the God of the nations and that no history, no culture, no longing is 
outside God's providence. 


- recognizes the reality of the spiritual experience and witness of those who 
have come to perceive and experience Reality in ways other than our own, 


- enables Christians to discern the places where God's sovereign rule is being 
established so that they may join others in the struggles for justice and 
peace. 


- rejoices in the knowledge that the Spirit of God is active in places least 
known to us and in the hope of a world reconciled to God. 


- confirms our deepest convictions of the love that was made manifest in 
Christ and helps us to celebrate it in joyful witness. 


- helps us discover a mission that does not threaten our neighbours but builds 
community. 


- leads us away from prejudice and from romantic views of other religions but 
helps us to live in mutual witness, correction and enrichment. 


It is my own conviction that there are sufficient theological streams, 
impulses, and struggles going on in the many cultures and traditions from 
which the Christian family is drawn to make possible such a theological task. 


This indeed is the challenge and opportunity of being part of the ecumenical 
movement. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/13) 


A report on last month's Latin American worship workshop [EPS 88.04.28] is 
available from WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Faith and Order Paper #138, Beyond Unity-in-Tension: Unity, Renewal, and the 
Community of Women and Men, "explores the relationship of women and men in the 
church today, and how this affects the search for church unity and for 
renewal." Contributors include Constance Parvey, Janet Crawford, Elisabeth 
Schiissler Fiorenza, Padma Gallup, Sandra Park, Gennadios Limouris, George 
Dragas, Martin Cressey, and Thomas Best (editor). It costs 16.90 Swiss 
francs, 11.50 US dollars, or 6.95 UK pounds from WCC Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#1, 28 March) on the recent floods in Brazil is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20- 


Asia is the focus of the current (March) issue of the WCC Youth Newsletter, 
available from WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
Or (2465.10.13). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 7 April. The 
next is scheduled for 14 April. 


EPS deadlines are most Mondays at 8gh00 GMT. Exceptions are noted in 
Shoptalk. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


HONG KONG: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL HEAD RESIGNS Service 88.04.34 


This item is based on reporting by David Lin. 


HONG KONG - Kwok Ngai-Wang, general secretary of the Hong Kong Christian 
Council, has resigned effective 1 September. His action follows tension 
between the council staff and its executive committee related notably to the 
role of the church in socio-political issues. 


Kwok's three-year term goes till the end of next year. Christians, he said, 
"must speak up for what we stand for on socio-political issues even to the 
point that it is sometimes against the wish of the authorities. ... The church 
has to speak against injustice in society." 


But, he said, some favour a different approach - that Christians be "silent 
and not ... displease" the authorities - particularly on issues related to 
1997, when this UK colony reverts to China. Kwok said a democratic 
government, directly elected by the people of Hong Kong, is vital for the 
post-1997 period to “assure our freedom and basic human rights, including the 
freedom of religion." 


In his annual report, Kwok said that because of differing approaches on this 
and related issues, "the style of management of the council has changed from 
one of delegation to that of control." As a result, he said, "much work could 
not be implemented smoothly or had to be abandoned because the executive 
committee failed to make a timely decision." 


Lecturing on "theology and political change" at an international symposium 
last month, Philip Shen, senior lecturer in religions at Chinese University 
here, observed that Kwok and other staff members' active participation in the 
colony's "progressive democratic movement" resulted in "heavy criticism by the 
conservative leadership of the churches, which had begun to consolidate." 


Ko Siu-Wah, the executive secretary of the Hong Kong YWCA who chairs the 
28-person HKCC executive committee, said Kwok's letter of resignation cited 
"personal reasons". She denied the committee was controlling the staff. 


Another committee member, Andrew Hsiao, president of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Hong Kong, referred to the situation as just an "internal 
struggle" caused by a "misunderstanding of the new rules" set for the staff by 
the committee. "I hope", he said, "the HKCC will be reformed to reorganize 
itself to serve the council better." He also observed that "Hong Kong 
churches are not ready for the political changes" related to 1997. 


Another committee member, Daniel Chow, head of the theology division of the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, said a model for committee-staff 
relationships should be that of a husband and wife "who sometimes have to make 
concessions and to cooperate with each other." 


The intention of church leaders to take a firm grip on HKCC work and policy 
became explicit when a committee was formed to revise the current HKCC 
constitution. The revisions are expected to curtail the powers of the 
general secretary. 


Formed in 1954, the council has 19 member denominations and organizations, 
including Baptist, Reformed, Mennonite, Methodist, Lutheran, United, 
Seventh-day Adventist, Pentecostal, Salvation Army, and Anglican 
jurisdictions. Christians are about 8.5 percent of the colony's 5.6 million 
people, who are predominantly Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucianist. [EPS] 


CLERGY VISIT WOUNDED PALESTINIANS ; Ecumenical Press 
ALTERNATIVE TO USUAL EASTER VISITS Service 88.04.35 


JERUSALEM —- A group of eight clergy replaced the traditional Easter visits of 
church leaders with visits to Palestinians in hospitals in Jerusalem and the 
Gaza Strip on Holy Saturday (2 April). Among those they visited was Sa'ad 
Iddin Al-Alami, the mufti (Muslim leader) here. 


The traditional visits among church leaders on the day after Easter were 
cancelled in solidarity with the Palestinian struggle in the Israeli Occupied 
Territories. 


The visits - to Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza City, and Augusta Victoria and 
Maqassad Hospitals here - were led by the local Anglican and Lutheran bishops 

—- Samir Kafity (who is also one of the three presidents of the Middle East 
Council of Churches) and Naim Nassar. 


Palestinian sources report more than 135 Palestinians have been killed by 
gunfire or beatings during demonstrations since December against Israeli 
rule. Those injured, including those permanently disabled, are estimated to 
number in the thousands. Six Palestinians were reported killed on the day of 
the visit itself. [EPS] 


KENYA: EDITOR OF BANNED MAGAZINE Ecumenical Press 
CHARGED WITH NOT FILING REPORTS Service 88.04.36 
NAIROBI - The editor-in-chief of a church-related magazine banned last month 


by the government [EPS 88.03.134; 04.29] has been charged with failing to file 
annual information about the publication required by Kenyan law. 


The case of Bedan Mbugua is to be heard at the end of April. He is free on 
bail of 50,000 Kenyan shillings, and was required to deposit his passport with 
the court. He has denied the four charges, brought under Kenya's Books and 
Newspapers Act. 


The magazine, Beyond, is described as a Christian leadership publication, and 
has been sponsored by the National Council of Churches of Kenya. It was 
banned following a special issue which criticized the process by which 
candidates are nominated to run for office under the banner of Kanu, the 
country's only legal political party. 


Speaking of the magazine during his installation for his fourth term, Kenyan 
President Daniel arap Moi described Beyond's content as nothing but evil, and 
lacking in Christian content or message. He criticized the NCCK for its 
sponsorship of the magazine, and said it and some church leaders are critical 
over trivial matters. He praised the "good" pastoral letter on the elections 
issued by the country's Roman Catholic bishops [EPS 88.03.47]. [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk committee calls for prison reform EPS 88.04.37 
EDINBURGH - The Church and Nation Committee of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland says there is an urgent need to develop non-custodial alternatives to 
prison in Scotland, which (with the exception of Northern Ireland) has the 
highest prison population per capita in Europe. Arguing that "most crimes are 
minor offences against property, and most criminals are a public nuisance 
rather than being dangerous", the committee said that "outside the degrading 
experience of prison there is greater hope of rehabilitation." [EPS] 


Finland: complaints about bishop who won't ordain women EPS 88.04.38 
HELSINKI - News from the Church of Finland reports (25 March) that the Finnish 
justice chancellor has received about a dozen complaints against the one (of 
eight) Lutheran diocesan bishops, Olavi Rimpildinen of Oulu, who declines to 
ordain women as priests. None of the women in his diocese eligible for such 
ordinations have filed complaints. The chancellor asked the church to prepare 
a report on the matter. There have been some calls for Rimpildinen to resign, 
but he says he will not. Some have noted that doctors in Finland are not 
allowed to refuse to conscientiously object to performing a legal abortion, 
and suggest that the bishop should not be able to decline to ordain on grounds 
of conscience. Diocesan chapters are state entities, and the diocesan 
bishops, who head them, are in that respect civil servants. [EPS] 


Finland: tax reforms would reduce church revenues EPS 88.04.39 
HELSINKI - Under tax-reform legislation now being prepared, Lutheran and 
Eastern Orthodox parishes in Finland would lose revenue from taxes on firms, 
factories, and other enterprises in their areas. Such income currently 
averages about 10 percent of their tax revenues. Traditionally, the money has 
been regarded as compensation for the cost to parishes of maintaining 
cemeteries and population registers. It is estimated that cemetery upkeep 
alone costs about as much money as the parishes receive from such taxes. 
[EPS] 


UK: postmark to commemorate Wesley's conversion anniversary EPS 88.04.40 
LONDON - At a cost of 12,000 UK pounds, many letters postmarked in 108 UK 
postal sorting offices from 3-31 May will have the message "1738 May 24 / John 
Wesley / 1988 250th" to mark the anniversary of the "heart-warming" of the 
Anglican priest who founded Methodism. However, in the wake of a recent 
controversy about another paid postmark, "Christ is Alive" [EPS 88.03.1211], 
the words "The Methodist Church" have been deleted. [EPS] 


Ecumenical hearings planned on Namibia EPS 88.04.41 
WASHINGTON - The World Council of Churches is organizing (here, next month) 
three days of hearings focusing on US policy towards Namibia. According to a 
paper prepared by the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, they are "geared towards 
mobilizing the US media, policy-makers, and churches to move Namibia to the 
top of their agendas. ... It is hoped that this highly visible effort will 
begin to build a grassroots network to generate pressure for legislation 
changing US policy towards Namibia." The five-person hearing panel includes 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former Nigerian head of state; Malcolm Fraser and Michael 
Manley, former prime ministers of Australia and Jamaica respectively; Lisbeth 
Palme, widow of assassinated Swedish Prime Minister Qlof Palme; and Coretta 
Scott King, president of the Martin Luther King Centre for Non-Violent Social 
Change. Testifying before the panel are to be a score of witnesses, including 
church representatives, anti-apartheid and human-rights activists, and US 
government figures. The final day of the hearings (4 May) is the 10th 
anniversary of a South African attack on Kassinga, in neighbouring Angola, in 
which more than 1000 Namibians died. The panelists are to meet UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 6 May. [EPS] 


Seventh-day Adventists move against homosexual support group EPS 88.04.42 
WASHINGTON - The Seventh-day Adventist Church has asked a US court to prevent 
Seventh-day Adventist Kinship International from using Seventh-day Adventist 
-in its name. The organization describes itself as a "support group for 
Seventh-day Adventist (former or current) gay men and lesbians and their 
friends". The denomination says that under US laws, it has trademarks on the 
terms "Seventh-day Adventist", "Seventh-day Adventists". and "SDA". The 
Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual describes "homosexual practice and other 
perversions" as "grievous sins for which members shall be subject to church 
discipline." [EPS] 


Christian Reformed missionaries offered optional Aids test EPS 88.04.43 
GRAND RAPIDS (Michigan/USA) - Optional testing for the disease Aids is now 
available to missionaries of the Christian Reformed Church in North America. 
Other parts of the new policy on Aids of the CRC Board of World Ministries 
include provisions to recall missionaries who have tested positive or who have 
symptoms of the disease, and procedures to ensure that missionaries have 
access to Aids-free blood for medical use. No CRC missionaries have been 
diagnosed as having Aids. [EPS] 


England: computer software for church use EPS 88.04.44 
WOLVERHAMPTON -— Data Developments is offering "pastoral [computer] software" 
especially designed for church use. Data Developments says its "parish 
rollcall" programme "handles the largest parish with ease and speed." [EPS] 


Yugoslavia: church group says believers discriminated against EPS 88.04.45 
LJUBLJANA - The Justice and Peace Commission of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Slovenia (part of Yugoslavia) charged (20 March) that believers are 
discriminated against in the country. The commission's document is part of a 
debate about proposed revisions of the country's constitution. [EPS] 


Pakistan: more difficulties reported for religious minorities EPS 88.04.46 
LAHORE - The Swiss church-news agency Apic reports (29 March) that Christians 
and other religious minorities are suffering increased discrimination in this 
overwhelmingly Muslim country. [EPS] 


South Africa: whites have ‘Christian encounter' in black area’ EPS 88.04.47 
MAMELODI - About 200 whites - children and adults - spent five days (16-20 
March) in this urban black township near Pretoria as part of a "Christian 
encounter" organised by the area's only resident white clergyperson, Nico 
Smith. The whites lived with black families in small houses without modern 
conveniences, and stood in lines with blacks to wait for early-morning taxis 
or buses for sessions at a conference centre. Smith used to be a minister in 
the NGK, the country's principal white Reformed denomination; he left it in 
1982 to join the NGKA, a black NGK "daughter church". As a follow-up, about 
50 blacks are to live with white families for a few days in Pretoria. "We 
have to prepare people to accept that this country is going to change, and the 
psychological experience of living and eating with black people is a 
Significant contribution." A group called United Christian Action campaigned 
heavily against the encounter, charging that it was "designed to promote 
Marxist doctrine". [EPS] 


Nicaragua: Baptists oppose contras EPS 88.04.48 
MANAGUA — At its annual assembly, the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua passed 
two resolutions opposing the US-backed contra forces fighting to overthrow the 
country's government. In one resolution, convention delegates authorized a 
letter to US President Ronald Reagan to report that six Baptist-related rural 
health clinics had been destroyed and two Baptist health workers killed in 
contra attacks. The other resolution endorses the peace accords agreed by 
five Central American presidents last year [EPS 87.08.89]. [EPS] 


Finland: Lutherans and Pentecostals discuss baptism EPS 88.04.49 
HELSINKI - Baptism, about which the two traditions have notable differences, 
was the main subject of the third round of official Finnish Lutheran- 
Pentecostal dialogue. In a joint communiqué following the talks, the groups 
listed areas of agreement, including that properly administered, baptism is to 
be administered only once. However, Pentecostals do not consider the baptism 
of people unable to speak for themselves to be a genuine baptism. Including 
children, Pentecostals are the largest of the minority Christian communities 
in mostly Lutheran Finland. Several thousand people are thought to belong, at 
least officially, to both Lutheran and Pentecostal congregations. [EPS] 


Angola: Lutheran delegation meets Swapo, ANC reps EPS 88.04.50 
LUANDA -— Representatives of the Lutheran World Federation, including LWF 
General Secretary Gunnar Stalsett, met representatives of Swapo, the main 
group fighting South African rule in Namibia, here last month. It was a 
follow-up to a February 1987 visit to LWF headquarters in Geneva by Swapo 
representatives. The meeting here (15-18 March) included a briefing by Swapo 
President Sam Nujoma. LWF Church Cooperation Director Ishmael Noko reported 
that the LWF is trying to find funds to build a chapel at Swapo request at the 
Kwanza Sul Namibian refugee settlement. The Sunday before the LWF visit, more 
than 200 Namibian children were reported baptized at Kwanza Sul. The LWF 
delegation also saw representatives of the ANC, a major opponent of 
white-minority rule in South Africa. [EPS] 


Latvian exile church urges prayer day in November EPS 88.04.51 
TORONTO - In a letter to the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, the Executive Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia 
in Exile (LELBE) is urging the WCC to designate next 13 November as a "Day of 
Prayer for the People and Churches of Latvia", now one of the republics of the 
Soviet Union. Citing next month's WCC-endorsed day of prayer for Namibia [EPS 
87.10.01], the LELBE committee said "Latvians deserve freedom as much as 
Namibians do." The denomination, which reports 180 parishes in more than a 
dozen countries, is a WCC member. [EPS] 


Adventists take up women's ordination EPS 88.04.52 
WASHINGTON - A third major study of whether or not to ordain women is being 
considered by the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Since the early 1970s, the 
worldwide denomination, based here, has permitted women to be "associates in 
pastoral care". Last October, the first gathering of SdA women who are 
pastors or chaplains urged that one of their number be included on the SdA 
Commission to Study the Ordination of Women to Ministry. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: talks begin on compensation for church station EPS 88.04.53 
ADDIS ABABA —- Negotiations have begun here between the Lutheran World 
Federation and the Ethiopian government about compensation for the LWF station 
Radio Voice of the Gospel, which the government took over in 1977. Also being 
discussed is the return of RVOG archives. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Pentecost Message of the WCC Presidents’ EPS 88.04.54 


This year, Christians celebrate Pentecost 22 or 29 May. The WCC presidents 
are R. Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), Marga Bihrig (Reformed, 
Switzerland), Paulos Mar Gregorios (Oriental Orthodox, India), Johannes Hempel 
(Lutheran, GDR), Ignatios IV of Antioch (Eastern Orthodox, Syria), W.P. Khotso 
Makhulu (Anglican, Botswana), and Lois Wilson (United, Canada). 


Pentecost is that season of the year when Christians like to talk in faithful 
memory of the Spirit of God at work in the world. In the scriptures, 
however, the Spirit is rarely depicted as talking, but rather as communicating 
powerfully through actions. 


At the beginning of creation the Spirit "hovered over the waters", moving and 
creating, bringing fulness to that which was empty, life to the formless void, 
order out of chaos, light into darkness. 


The Spirit of God hovers over creation today, creating and recreating in the 
void of our lazy negligence, of our stubborn defiance and our refusal to 
co-create the goodness of creation, bringing light to those who despair. 
[over] 


pentecost/2 


God's Spirit spoke through the prophets of old. They invoked the wrath of 
God upon the people of the Covenant and others who dared to debase and destroy 
the good creation of God; they exhorted people to obedience, to do justice, 
to care for the needy, the poor, the marginalised - alien and refugee - and to 
expose the oppression of the weak in their midst. 


God's Spirit speaks today - prophesying for peace in southern Africa, the 
Middle East, Southeast Asia, and Central America. Wherever people are 
oppressed, voices guided by the Spirit will not be silenced. Christians 


working for justice will be opposed, despised, imprisoned, detained, murdered 
— yet the Spirit will not be silenced, but calls us to move on. 


God's Spirit descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost in Jerusalem to create 
the church as a community which carries the mystery of Christ's incarnation, 
cross and resurrection for the salvation of the whole world. The oikoumene 
lives by the invocation of the Spirit, in order to witness to the triune God 
in Christ's way, to awaken personal and community faith, and to open new ways 
to live our unity in faith. 


Led by the same Holy Spirit, a dispossessed people, together with 
collaborators, tax-collectors and persecutors, were challenged to follow 
Jesus. Through the Spirit's inspiration, they became faithful disciples, 
willing to share their goods, preaching the good news of liberation, working 
for the release of captives, and anticipating in their life and work the reign 
of God, not counting the cost. 


God's Spirit continues to work in our midst today: creating and recreating, 
comforting, guiding, inspiring, leading. The Spirit creates a space for 
peace in the reduction of the stock-pile of nuclear weapons. The Spirit 
illuminates and inspires those who work for justice and dignity and those who 
practise costly discipleship in every society. 


God's Spirit works among fishermen in Goa or Vieques; among squatters in 
Bombay or Recife; among workers in Thema or Liverpool; among Christians in 
the USSR opening old and new churches to the worship of the living God. The 
Spirit is also at work among those who seek for liberation in Southern Africa, 
Korea, the Middle East or Central and South America - whether they are 
peasants, students, refugees or other dispossessed people. 


The Holy Spirit encourages us all to pray together "Abba" in the face of human 
suffering and failures and inspires our mutual struggles for an equal share of 
God's good creation. 


At Pentecost, we Christians need to remind ourselves of the action of the 
Spirit in God's world. 


We are inclined to talk about the Spirit and to build religious memorials to 
what was achieved in the past, as if God's Spirit is no longer at work in the 
world. Talk about the Spirit we can; pray - led by the Spirit - we shall; 
praise God for the Spirit we must. But above all shall we not walk faithfully 
by the light of the Spirit, allowing that light to illuminate our 
participation in the affairs of God's world? 


May we not only believe in the power of the Spirit, but invoke that power to 
work in us and through us, so that the kingdom of God may be experienced by 
all people. 


Veni Sancte Spiritus. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Church Recommendations on Global Farm Crisis’ EPS 88.04.55 


Earlier this year, the European Ecumenical Organization on Development 
convened a "technical working group of church-related policy advocates" in 
connection with the "globalization of the farm crisis". 


These "recommendations and tasks of the churches" form the concluding part of 
the group's report, available in its entirety from WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


lf That the churches support genuine land reform as a legitimate clamour of 
the farmers and landless farmworkers, and that in order for them to be a 
witness they set the example of implementing land reform in their own 
landholdings. 


eae That the churches approve only environmentally sound fforms of 
agricultural technology, strongly disapproving those which endanger the 
ecosystem and the integrity of creation. 


3% That the churches launch vigorously a programme to influence public 
opinion on the acute farm crisis and its causes in the North and South, which 
is creating new poor in the small farmers of the North and aggravating poverty 
of already impoverished farmers of the South. 


4. That the churches uphold the right of each nation to self-—determination 
in setting domestic farm and food policies; provided these do not impinge 
upon the well-being and food security of others. 


They should also expose the fallacy of the supposedly free trade solutions 
advocated by some in response to the food crisis. 


be That the churches challenge the models of development premised upon rapid 
industrialization at the expense of the vast majority of rural producers. 


The churches should also reject rural development models premised upon 
narrowly technological conceptions of production which concentrate productive 
assets and income. 


6. That the churches translate their call to prayer and solidarity with the 
poor into concrete actions that promote and support people's movements 
including rural and farm organizations. 


rs That the churches pursue consistently a farmer's exchange programme to 
allow for a deeper understanding of the mechanisms and structures of 
exploitation and oppression. 


Ss That the churches help develop ways and means of bringing the voices of 
farmers and agricultural labourers to be heard in national and international 
fora where decisions are being made which affect their lives. 


9. That more ecumenical and interfaith endeavours be carried out to address 
the problems of global food crisis. 


POs That we reaffirm the urgency of calling a global meeting of 
representatives of farmer, church and development groups, consumers and 
environmental organizations focused on the GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade] as proposed in the [ecumenical] Stuttgart Statement [on the 
Globalization of the Farm Crisis, August 1987]. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: 'Middle East Points for Action' EPS 88.04.56 


Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the inter-—church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. This is the concluding section of 
his report on a recent trip to Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Israel. In the 
item, NGO stands for "non-governmental organization". 


1. The current Palestinian uprising has a good chance to bring new positive 
political facts to the scene of the Arab/Israeli conflict. 


2. The churches ought to contribute to sustain this uprising which is an 
alternative to future wars. The International Peace Conference [on the 
situation] has become urgent. 


3. Humanitarian aid to victims of the uprising should increase. 


4. NGO development programmes for the "territories" should be reprogrammed to 
focus on emergency and rehabilitation. 


5. Churches should speak clearly against the iron-fist policy of Israel. The 
occupation is gradually eroding the pride of Israelis in their democracy. The 
PLO should be challenged to be more clear on its views towards Israel's future. 


6. Churches should promote opportunities for dialogue between leaders of the 
Palestinian and Jewish communities in the mass media to contribute to 
reconciliation and softening of attitudes on both sides. 


7. Interfaith activities bringing Jewish, Christian, and Muslim leaders to 
debate prophetic ideas for future peace are needed. 


8. Church delegations ought to intensify their visiting of the Holy Land. 
Such visits should express moral concerns to the Israeli authorities about the 
way the state has responded to the uprising and to urge them to face the new 
political realities with courage rather than with might. 


9. As the "siege" on the territories tightens the need for presence of foreign 
personnel in the area becomes evident. Expatriate observers should witness 
and report the violation of human rights, in the territories, including 
collective punishment, massive detention and indiscriminate shooting against 
civilians. 


10. Churches should prepare and disseminate simple literature on the need for 
a just solution which would give Palestinians their statehood and the Israelis 
their security. There are good examples already available. 


11. Churches should enable Palestinians to tell their stories abroad on tv, in 
schools, in parliaments, and in churches. 


12. Churches should express indignation against popular fanatic religious 
activities which spread hatred and reinforce divisions among Arabs and Jews. 
Christian missionary movements which use the bible to justify militarism ought 
to seek forgiveness from the Lord of Peace and join their Christian brethren 
who play a constructive role in this conflict. 


13. Churches should promote the language of peace in the analysis and 
interpretation of the conflict. We need humility and prayer to prevail, 
particularly when feelings are provoked, established ideas are challenged and 
events are facing us with new facts. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Larry Jorgenson: ‘A Fourth World in the USA' EPS 88.04.57 
Jorgenson is a Lutheran parish pastor in the US state of Alaska. 


One hundred years have taken them from nomad camps to villages, and sometimes 
from villages to inept and destructive towns. Contact with westerners has 
brought rapid change to their lives, not always for the better. 


Western technology offers improved health care and other advantages. New 
ways, though, erase family ties and replace technology that was old but 
appropriate. To those still in the rural villages, more and more seems to 
come from the outside. 


The third world? No, a fourth world of indigenous people living in the 
United States of America. 


Once dubbed "the last frontier", the US state of Alaska is home for many 
fourth-world people. "The last frontier" is a romantic phrase, but it 
conceals the unromantic condition of native Alaska Indians, Aleuts, Yup'ik 
Eskimos and Inupiaq Eskimos. 


In their own language, the Inupiaq know themselves as "the real people". But 
television and other mass media challenge that notion by ignoring "the real 
people". 


More seriously, perhaps, the Inupiaq find themselves increasingly dependent on 
aid from the outside. At first, welfare schemes supplemented traditional 
means of finding a living. Now they can offer an easy way out. 


Experts observe low self-esteem. They note a lack of self-confidence among 
"the real people”, and a feeling of inferiority in the face of a dominant and 
dominating south. 


On top of all that, the Inupiaq and other native Alaskans must now fight a new 
and devastating epidemic - not smallpox, tuberculosis, or influenza this time,~ 
but alcohol abuse. Informed sources speak of a wall that segregates the 
socially acceptable alcohol abuser from the shunned abstainer or recovering 
alcoholic. 


Along with acculturation stress, underemployment and low self-esteem, alcohol 
abuse contributes to a high suicide rate. Since many expectant mothers 
continue to drink during pregnancy, fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) is common. 


Recent studies show that the incidence of FAS is probably greater in native 
Alaska than anywhere else on _ earth. While alcohol kills a present 
generation, it cripples a future one with fFAS-related anomalies and 
deficiencies. 


The Inupiaq still have their hopes and dreams, though - connected with the 
land. When the Alaska village of Brevig Mission gathered in late November 
1987 for its Thanksgiving feast, it prayed that the surrounding mountains, 
plains, rivers, and sea would be kept safe for future generations. 


For this Inupiaq village of 150, located a few miles south of the Arctic 
Circle, prayer for the land's safety is not empty formality. Rural Alaska 
land is a subject of debate in the US Congress, the Alaska court system, and 
the state's 200 native villages. Thus far, the land is not safe for future 
generations. [over] 


alaska/2 


Before 1971, native Alaskans held aboriginal title to almost all of a huge 
state rich in minerals and other natural resources. Those native claims, of 
course, stood in the way of development. So the US government offered the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA), billed as a final and 
fair settlement of the land issue. 


As a result of ANCSA, native Alaskans received title to 44 million acres of 
land and 962.5 million US dollars in compensation. ANCSA went on to require 
native Alaskans to administer their land and money through native corporations. 


According to the original legislation, native people - who became shareholders 
in the corporations - could not dispose of their shares to non-natives prior 
to 1991. Legislation expected to pass the US congress soon will extend that 
date beyond 1991. 


But native Alaskans now wonder if ANCSA was all that fair. As shareholders in 
corporations that administer the land, they still have no guaranteed 
sovereignty over it. Corporations can and do go bankrupt. Sometime after 
1991 a corporation might need to sell its land to pay debts. Or an 
individual shareholder might decide to sacrifice his or her birthright for the 
short-term advantage of cash on hand. Both scenarios close with the transfer 
of ancestral lands to non-native developers. 


Native Alaskans also argue that the corporate pattern imposed by ANCSA does 
not fit the nature of their association with the land. The Inupiaq, for 
instance, never owned land. They lived in relationship to it. In the 
Alaska court system and elsewhere, the Inupiagq's special relationship to the 
land is called “subsistence”. In other parts of the world, subsistence means 
poverty. But for native Alaskans, as defined by state courts, subsistence 
means limited participation in the cash economy, and heavy reliance on 
hunting, fishing, and gathering. 


‘Even in the last years of the 20th century, the Inupiaq rely on the good 
earth. And not just economically. Questions of deeds and taxes can seem 
silly to "the real people", who have taken their identity from the land. But 
life under ANCSA means that non-natives keep asking questions about deeds and 
taxes. The Inupiaq leaders who see those questions as a threat to the land 
also see them as a threat to their culture. Those leaders now call for 
protection of their sovereignty over the land. 


Why would a native people, beset by many problems already, engage in a debate 
on land and its traditional uses? Why would they insist on sovereignty over 
a land they might never develop? Why, in a nation where welfare programmes 
exist, would some voices be raised in favour of a subsistence lifestyle? 
Inupiaq poet Fred Bigjim answers: "Subsistence is a taste that won't go 
away." "The real people" hunger for the taste - even when forced by 
circumstances to live in inept and destructive towns. 


Inupiaq leaders know some things the government does not know. Subsistence 
is more than hunting moose and seal, fishing for salmon and herring, and 
gathering greens and berries. Subsistence includes, according to Fred 


Bigjim, "feelings of challenge, feelings of pride, feelings of honour". 
Without it, the Inupiaq is spiritually hungry. 


The latter 20th century will find much against the Inupiaq. Their leaders 
know that an end to their familiarity with the land will mean an end to their 
life as a people. Maybe success in holding on to the land will help restore 
those "feelings of challenge, feelings of pride, feelings of honour". [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: ‘Witness and Dialogue’ EPS 88.04.58 


Fung is evangelism secretary at the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from his January/February monthly letter. 


-.. Let me now go into ,a concern about dialogue and evangelism. Some 
theologians have difficulties with Christians making certain biblical 
"exclusive" assertions in a religiously pluralistic society. To make the 
claim that Jesus is the only Saviour in the face of a Muslim or a Hindu is 
tantamount to a declaration of war. I know situations where this could 
happen, and has happened. 


Much of course depends on the circumstances of the word. There are wise and 
stupid ways of communicating the message "Jesus is the only Saviour". With an 
attitude of respect, openness, and appreciation, a Christian who is already 
involved with others in community can certainly find ways of communication 
without becoming a counter-witness. The key is not so much theology as 
maturity. 


There is no necessary reason to associate the exclusive claims of Jesus Christ 
with Christian arrogance. Every Christian assertion is a confession of 
faith. When I say to my neighbours, "Jesus is Lord", I am saying "I believe 
Jesus is Lord". When I declare, "There is no other name", I am declaring the 
conviction of a believer. I cannot say anything about God without the preface 
of "I believe". 


The prefacing has nothing to do with my particular theology or philosophy. 
This is simply how language works. When I communicate the exclusive claims of 
Jesus Christ on human persons and on the world, I am confessing my faith. I 
am doing no more than what my neighbours of other living faiths have told me 
about their religious convictions and their faith. 


In the final analysis, a Christian confessing faith is a Christian confessing 
his or her inability to make others believe, admitting that the evidence is 
conclusive only to those who already believe. In my confession of faith, my 
statements are not a proof but a conviction of which I give the God I believe 
in the credit. 


As it is, confessing faith does not put the other person on the defensive, but 
allows that person the freedom to assess the evidence and make his or her own 
application. (I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to Richard Stoll 
Armstrong on this point. ...) 


So when I say, "Jesus is the only Saviour", I am in fact saying, "I believe 
Jesus is the only Saviour". My task is not to prove that Jesus Christ is 
indeed the only Saviour. That I can never do. My task is to show that I 
believe he is. 


By making this confession, however, I am not saying something similar to what 
a little girl says when she claims that her father is the best daddy in the 
world. Mine is not a piece of personal opinion of a given moment. "Jesus is 
the only Saviour" is indeed my confession of faith. But it is also the 
confession of the church all over the world, throughout the centuries. And, 
-what is more, it is a confession based on the Scriptures. 


This may not mean much to my neighbours of other faiths, but surely it means a 
great deal to me, and hopefully to my fellow Christians. The Christian 
confession of faith does not render slight the confessions of other faiths. 
Neither is it rendered speechless in the pantheon of other spirits and 
deities. Christian proclamation is by nature confessional. [over] 
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The attitude of respect, openness and appreciation towards people of other 
faiths forces us to realize our inability to establish a rational proof or to 
legislate belief. Out of this sense of weakness, Christians confess. ... 


In ecumenical circles today, the conflict between dialogue and evangelism has 
nothing to do with dialogue as such and evangelism as such. It has everything 
to do with belief. It has everything to do with whether or not Christians 
should want others - Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, included - to _ become 
Christian. 


Dialogue calls for honesty and openness towards one another. If a Christian 
is committed to dialogue, he or she is committed to sharing what he or she 
believes in. So if we are convinced that it is a good thing for others to be 
Christian, then the requirement of dialogue compels us to evangelize. 


If, on the other hand, a Christian does not believe that Christians should 
want to see others become Christian, then it follows that the requirement of 
dialogue would compel that Christian not to evangelize. 


This question whether Christians should or should not want others to become 
Christian is, of course, a very, very important question. But it is not 
technically a dialogue question. For if you are in dialogue, you have to be 
honest with your dialogue partner, and that means you have to communicate to 
them what you truly believe in, whatever it is. Or there is little dialogue. 


So if in dialoguing with my Buddhist, Hindu and Muslim neighbours, I wish to 
tell them the story of Jesus, I do so not because dialogue equals evangelism. 
Neither do I do so because my neighbours want to follow Jesus. They may or 
may not want to, today or a few years away or never. I do so because I 
believe in the story and in its importance, and that I must share with my 
dialogue partners what I treasure most. 


At this point, prayer, sensitivity, common sense, readiness take over. If you 
are a mature person, you would know what to communicate to your neighbour of 
other faiths, and when and how. You would also know when to shut up. You 
would know what to do and say, not simply to express yourself, but also to 
communicate, to build trust and to safeguard each other's pride. 


Mediated through a mature person or a mature church, a theology which normally 
calls for aggressive evangelism may well contentedly lead to a quiet, relaxed 
witness, and a theology normally emphatic on sacramental presence may well 
find the need to shout from the mountain top. 


Religious and social contexts, our neighbours' state of mind, the degree of 
their readiness (and ours as well), and the maturity of mutual ties are among 
the determining factors. 


Christians can make no claims on universal conversion to Jesus Christ. We can 
pray. We can hope. But we cannot lay claim to it. It is the exclusive 
domain of the Holy Spirit. What we can make our claims on is universal 
proclamation. This is a vocation that has already been passed on to us, one 
and all. ... 


Let me now make a plea for an important element in evangelism which the 
ecumenical movement has been rediscovering - intentionally inviting others to 
faith in Jesus Christ. I would like to make a special plea that Christians be 
ready for that specifically with regard to our neighbours of other living 
faiths. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/14) 


The second issue (March) of Forum, newsletter of the WCC Program on Justice, 
Peace, and the Integrity of Creation is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The ninth issue (April) of the WCC Church and Society newsletter focuses on 
an ecumenical team visit to the Marshall Islands to advise its government on 
the long-term effects of nuclear tests in the context of overall health 
needs. A copy is available from WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#1, 28 March) on the recent floods in Brazil is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Asia is the focus of the current (March) issue of the WCC Youth Newsletter, 
available from WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Viadimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
or 245 19 13) Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 12 April. The 
next is scheduled for 19 April. 


EPS deadlines are most Mondays at 8sgh00 GMT. Exceptions are noted in 
Shoptalk. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


USSR: BISHOPS REVIEW LOCAL COUNCIL, Ecumenical Press 
MILLENNIUM PLANS; WARN ON DIVISIONS Service 88.04.59 


MOSCOW - Seventy-one of the 74 hierarchs of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church met here (28-31 March) to review plans for the ROC local council, 
scheduled 6-9 June. It comes in the context of celebrations marking the 
1000th anniversary of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev. That baptism 
symbolizes the coming of Christianity to part of what is now the Soviet Union. 


The bishops' agenda included a proposal to the council that it officially 
declare as saints nine "zealots of piety", and a draft "Statute of the Russian 
Orthodox Church". It goes to the council (which includes the bishops, plus 
clergy and lay representatives) for "consideration and confirmation". 


The communiqué from the meeting also endorsed the leadership of Patriarch 
Pimen, and admonished "those who have embarked on the road of church 
division." (A group of church members recently released an open letter urging 
Pimen to step down to make way for someone more energetic [EPS 88.04.20].) 


The bishops' discussions took place "in a fraternal spirit, in the atmosphere 
of openness and creativity. Decisions were taken by consensus or by vote." 


The draft statute was presented by Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk and Vyazma. 
He said “traditional sources of church law" were used to prepare the draft, 
which also took account of "existing state legislation". 


The nine proposed for official sainthood by the bishops are Grand Prince 
Dimitry Donskoy of Moscow (1350-89), Andrei Rublev (born 1360), Maxim the 
Greek (1470-1556), Metropolitan Makary of Moscow (1482-1563), Archimandrite 
Paissius Velichkovsky (1722-94), Xenia of St Petersburg (born 1732), Bishop 
Ignatius Brianchaninov (1807-67), Hieromonk Ambrose of Optina Pustyn 
(1812-91), and Bishop Theophan the Recluse (1815-94). 


According to the communiqué, the bishops noted "how considerate" the patriarch 
and the eight-bishop synod are for the "well-being of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in its manifold life". 


They said that "through the ongoing dialogue on current issues between the ... 
hierarchy and the [government] Council for Religious Affairs ... understanding 
is being duly reached, with the result that the council is effectively helping 
to satisfy the urgent needs of the church. Consultations are held between the 
appropriate state authorities and the hierarchy ... on possible improvement of 
Soviet legislation on cults." 


The bishops "felt it important to note with gratitude the positive treatment 
by the Soviet government of the problems put forward by our church", noting in 
particular the return to church control of some monasteries [EPS 88.04.64] and 
relics. 


"In the course of a new process", they observed, "new parishes are being 
opened and registered, and we hope this process will positively continue. New 
church buildings are being constructed. The registration of baptisms in the 
churches is cancelled. Necessary help is rendered for equipping diocesan 
centres", the bishops observed, "including the construction of new buildings. 
-,.. The monasteries and convents ... received buildings they need." 


The communiqué noted government assistance in restoring buildings destroyed by 
the 1986 fire at the seminary here, government help for a church factory to 
manufacture candles, liturgical utensils, and icons (in operation since 1980), 
and permission to publish and import Bibles and prayer books. [over] 
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Calling it “one of the most important concerns" of the hierarchy, the bishops 
said "the church expects a positive response to its application of several 
years ago" for the return of some caves of the Kiev Cave Laura holy site. 


The bishops said the "Russian Orthodox Church has been steadily following the 
patriotic course cut through the post-Revolutionary period [since 1917] by its 
primates. 


"The process of restructuring life in our country on the principles of 
democratization and openness with the focus on the problems of spirituality 
and morality", they continued, "is of cardinal importance for the destinies of 
our nation as a whole. 


"The children of the church, as citizens of the Soviet country, welcome this 
process of renewal and take an active part in it. This beneficial process is 
telling favorably on the life of the church too, promoting its further 
improvement", they observed. 


However, warned the bishops, "certain individuals from among the clergy, 
laity, and those who do not go to church at all, are trying to bring division 
and discord in church life, to shake church discipline, and to sow confusion 
and distrust to the supreme church authority among the flock. 


"People of this type try to press the state for solving church problems in 
such a way as to implicate no positive results for the church, but 
confrontation between church and state instead." 


The bishops urged church members to "treasure, like the apple of the eye, the 
unity of the episcopate, clergy and laity, the unity of our holy Russian 
Orthodox Church, with His Holiness Patriarch Pimen, as its primate, at the 
head." They called on priests to "help every believer ... fulfil his or her 
religious vocation in the spirit of faithfulness to holy Orthodoxy and to the 
motherland." 


As for “those who have embarked on the road of church division", the bishops 
suggested they "join your efforts with the efforts of the whole church, so 
that together with its plenitude, you may go God's way in all your doings." 


The meeting was presided over by Metropolitan Filaret of Kiev and Galich, 
patriarchal exarch for the Ukraine. 


In his report on the council and the millennium, he said "the jubilee has got 
wide response not only in religious circles, but in scientific, cultural, and 
public spheres also", noting in particular a call from the General Assembly of 
the UN agency Unesco to celebrate,it as a "major event in European and world 
history and culture". 


In his opening address, Pimen said, "We are witnesses and participants of an 
advantageous process in the history of our Fatherland." He said that as 
Soviet citizens, church members are enthusiastically receptive to the current 
policies of perestroika (restructuring), and actively involved in implementing 
them. 


Looking forward to the US-USSR summit meeting projected for June, he expressed 
hope for “continuation of the beneficial progress of humanity towards a 
non-nuclear world started at the last meeting between the leaders of the two 
great powers." [EPS] 


USA: Swaggart off Assemblies of God clergy rolls EPS 88.04.60 
BATON ROUGE (Louisiana) - US tv evangelist Jimmy Swaggart is off the clergy 
rolls of his denomination, the Assemblies of God, after refusing a directive 
of its Executive Presbytery that he not preach for at least a year. The 
presbytery also imposed a worldwide ban on distribution and use of his media 
tapes, including a weekly broadcast seen by an estimated 500 million people in 
nearly 150 countries. Swaggart said he will return to the pulpit next month, 
in accordance with less severe penalties prescribed by the Assemblies 
Louisiana District, in which Swaggart's ministry is based. The district 
decision followed his televised confession (21 February) of an unspecified 
"moral failure" amid reports he paid a prostitute to perform obscene acts for 
him at a motel [EPS 88.03.46]. Swaggart's Family Worship Center (FWC) has 
contributed about a quarter, of the 48 million US dollars the national 
denomination spends yearly on overseas missionary activities. Several 
district officials are on the board of Swaggart's ministry. [EPS] 


Switzerland: parish leaders resign after pastor not re-elected EPS 88.04.61 
ZURICH - Following the decision of the voters of his Reformed parish here not 
to re-elect Peter Walss as its pastor [EPS 88.03.114], 12 of the 13 members of 
the parish council have resigned. Walss is active, among other things, in 
refugee and tenant issues. [EPS] 


USA: Eastern Orthodox hierarchs meet on dialogues, Middle East EPS 88.04.62 
NEW YORK - Bishops representing the major Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions in 
the United States held a regular meeting, here, last month, and considered US 
dialogues involving Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and 
Lutherans. They also expressed deep concern about the worsening situation in 
the Middle East, and directed a letter to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak 
Shamir. In it, they asked him to "respond to the expectations of all 
peace-loving people who believe in human and civil rights, as well as 
self—determination fully recognized and accorded to the Arabs in the occupied 
territories." [EPS] 


Romania: threat against Baptist presidential candidate reported EPS 88.04.63 
ORADEA -— UK-based Keston College says the Romanian government has threatened 
to withdraw the license of Nicolae Gheorghita, a Baptist parish pastor here 
who is reported to be a leading candidate for the presidency of the Baptist 
Union. Were his license withdrawn, he would be ineligible for election, 
scheduled 21 April. Keston says he has the support of five of the six Baptist 
area associations. It also says the government's preferred candidate is 
Vasile Talpos, currently the general secretary of the denomination and 
president of the European Baptist Federation. [EPS] 


USSR: three closed monasteries reported returned to church EPS 88.04.64 
MOSCOW - The Soviet authorities have reportedly returned three more 
monasteries - closed since the 1920s -— to the Russian Orthodox Church - Opta 


hermitage (Kaluga region), Tolgsky convent (Yaroslavl region), and a monastery 
in the Solovetsky islands (in the White Sea). Before the Soviet revolution of 
1917, the White Sea monasteries formed the largest monastic complex in 
northern Europe. [EPS] 


USA: two of three gay Lutheran seminarians said 'in compliance’ EPS 88.04.65 
CHICAGO - The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has announced that two of 
three "openly gay" seminarians certified for possible ordination are "in 
compliance" with ELCA policy that "persons of homosexual orientation who seek 
to be ordained, or who are already ordained will be expected to refrain from 
homosexual practice." The announcement of the certification of the three [EPS 
88.03.117] prompted media attention and debate in the denomination [EPS 
88.04.02], including a letter from ELCA [Presiding] Bishop Herbert Chilstrom 
to all ELCA pastors to “attempt to put the matter into perspective." [EPS] 


Hungary: new religious—affairs laws to be proposed EPS 88.04.66 
BUDAPEST — Hungarian Justice Minister Imre Markoja told Parliament last month 
that new laws about religious affairs are to be proposed by the government 
before long. In another development, Hungarian Prime Minister Karoly Grosz 
said the government is considering allowing Roman Catholic conscientious 
objectors to armed military service to perform unarmed alternative service. 
Currently, only Nazarenes and Jehovah's Witnesses are allowed that. [EPS] 


Poland: controversial sex—education book scrapped EPS 88.04.67 
WARSAW - The Polish government has announced that a sex-education book, 
Preparation for Family Life, is being scrapped. Church authorities had 
objected strongly to it [EPS 87.12.100]. [EPS] 


USA: Quakers agree to aid workers who don't pay military taxes EPS 88.04.68 
PHILADELPHIA - The Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) has agreed to withhold but not forward to the US government 
the estimated "military portion" of the income taxes of its employees who are 
tax resisters (said to include about a sixth of the 42-person staff). The 
money is to be set aside in a special fund and paid to the government with 
interest when there is assurance it will not go for military spending. [EPS] 


Africa: meeting attracts reps of 30 independent churches EPS 88.04.69 
MONROVIA (Liberia) - A meeting here organized by the Mennonite Board of 
Missions attracted representatives of about 30 African Independent 
denominations. Augustus Marwieh, a bishop who is founder and president of the 
170-member Association of Independent Churches of Africa, said the meeting was 
notable for its size and scope. [EPS] 


Ivory Coast: Mennonites end relationship with Harris Church EPS 88.04.70 
ABIDJAN -— In the course of this year, the Mennonite Board of Missions is to 
end a 10-year ministry with the Harris [African Independent] Church. Ron 
Yoder, Africa director for the board, said it took the "primary initiative" to 
end the relationship at a time of intensifying disagreement within the African 
denomination about the role of outsiders. Yoder said when the board began its 
relationship with the Harris Church, the intent was to “be available as long 
as we were required" and to avoid "long-term dependency". [EPS] 


Global Lutheran consultation considers Aids pastoral work EPS 88.04.71 
KAISERSWERTH (Federal Germany) -— About 40 people from 17 countries attended a 
consultation (here, 21-25 March) on the church's pastoral work in connection 
with the disease Aids. The consultation's report is to go to the meeting in 
June of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, which 
sponsored the meeting. Main themes at the consultation were discrimination, 
legal and social rights, fear and guilt, death and dying, and caring 
community. Participants agreed Aids is not a curse or punishment from God, 
and that those who are sick deserve the best care available, regardless of how 
they contracted their illness. (In some parts of the world, drug addicts and 
male homosexuals account for the bulk of Aids cases.) [EPS] 


GDR: church leaders say country needs all its citizens EPS 88.04.72 
BUCKOW - Following a regular meeting (here, 14 March) of the Conference of 
Evangelical [United, Lutheran] Church Leaders in the GDR (East Germany), a 
statement from the group said the country becomes poorer and society loses its 
diversity "when people give up and leave." It said the GDR needs the gifts 
and abilities of all its citizens. Many who wish to leave the GDR have turned 
to the church for assistance. [EPS] 


USSR: in break with tradition, Easter worship on tv EPS 88.04.73 
MOSCOW - In a break with decades of silence about the subject, Soviet tv 
showed part of Easter worship led by Russian Orthodox Patriarch Pimen. [EPS] 


USA: United Church council adopts civil-—disobedience policy EPS 88.04.74 

ST LOUIS (Missouri) - The Executive Council of the United Church of Christ has 
decided "Christians have an obligation to act in accordance with their 
consciences even if faithfulness to God leads them to civil disobedience." 
The policy means employees in the UCC national executive offices may commit 
civil disobedience under certain condtions without jeopardizing their jobs, 
and receive "time off with pay for a reasonable period". To qualify under the 
policy, disobedience by an employee must relate to "fundamental Christian 
principles", "systematically unjust laws or government policies" or something 
which "endangers the welfare of the community". Also, he or she must have 
"prayerfully and in dialogue with Christian colleages considered such acts and 
accepted their consequences", must have "extensive knowledge of the situation 
being challenged and identification with the struggle involved", must have 
"seriously pursued" other efforts to change the offensive laws or policies, 
and must conduct the acts of civil disobedience "in a consistently non-violent 
manner". In other action, the council said UCC officers may speak out on 
nominees for appointive public office. It also urged the state of Missouri to 
repeal a statute which makes sex acts between consenting adult homosexuals a 
criminal offence. [EPS] 


USA: Anglican bishops’ secretaries hold first conference EPS 88.04.75 
SAN FRANCISCO - "Our Common Ministry" was the theme of the US Anglican BEST 
("Bishops' Executive Secretaries Together") Conference, here last month. It 
was attended by more than 60 secretaries from nearly as many Anglican dioceses 
in the United States and Guatemala. US Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond 
Browning called their ministry something "we share in common - pastoral care 
of bishops. You have a ministry to the whole diocese .... You recognize and 
affirm the worth of an individual who comes through the office door." [EPS] 


Nicaragua: two of three priests in government get new jobs EPS 88.04.76 
MANAGUA - The government of Nicaragua has announced that two of the three 
Roman Catholic priests who are government ministers have new jobs. Fernando 
Cardenal, till now education minister, is to direct a new ministry of 
formation. Cultural minister Ernesto Cardenal is to lead the National Council 
for Culture. He has been culture minister. Miguel d'Escoto Brockmann 
continues as foreign—affairs minister. All three have been suspended from 
their priestly functions because of their government service. [EPS] 


Soviet Baptists ask government to end support for atheism EPS 88.04.77 
RICHMOND (Virginia) - Baptist Press reports that General Secretary Alexi 
Bichkov of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the 
Soviet Union said during a visit to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
here that Soviet Baptists will ask the Soviet government to stop sponsoring 
atheism. "Atheism ought to be the same voluntary organization like religion", 
he observed, "self-supported, self-governed". He also said that in connection 
with possible revisions of Soviet laws on religion, Baptists will ask for a 
"declaration of freedom of conscience" that is "very short, very dynamic, very 
concrete", and that they will request removal of prohibitions against 
religious education among youth and children, and also those against 
church-organized ministry in hospitals and homes for the aged or disabled. 
Noting that revisions of the laws face strong opposition from atheists, 
Bichkov said it may be a year or two before changes are enacted. [EPS] 


Australia: bishops warn about changes in infertility law EPS 88.04.78 
“MELBOURNE - The nine Roman Catholic bishops of the Australian state of 
Victoria, plus the Anglican archbishop here, have warned against "dangerous 
changes" in the state's Infertility (Medical Procedures) Act of 1984. The 
changes enable scientists to experiment on human embryos up to 22 hours after 
fertilisation. The Roman Catholic bishops bought newspaper ads to bring their 
objections to the public's attention. [EPS] 


South Africa: 44 theologians say Botha attacks ‘un-Christian' EPS 88.04.79 
CAPE TOWN - In an open letter published in a newspaper here (7 April), 44 
South African theologians told South African President P.W. Botha his attacks 
on church leaders opposed to the government's racial policies [EPS 88.04.15] 
are "“un-Christian". The theologians said "the basic problem is that the 
policy of apartheid, however disguised, is racist and unjust, and can be 
implemented only by force and coercion. Such a policy clearly contradicts the 
gospel. That is the overwhelming consensus of Christian opinion within 
virtually all major churches." [EPS] 


Ethiopia: foreign relief workers ordered out of two provinces EPS 88.04.80 
ADDIS ABABA —- The Ethiopian government unexpectedly ordered (6 April) all 
foreign relief workers "temporarily" out of the drought-stricken provinces of 
Eritrea and Tigray until the area "can be cleansed of bandits". (The 
provinces have seen increased fighting recently between government and 
anti-government forces.) Overseas agencies are also to “hand over" operations 
and equipment to the government-run Relief and Rehabilitation Commission or 
local charities. About 50 foreigners are estimated to work in the area for 
various relief agencies, some with church connections. Relief workers say 
fighting in the provinces has brought the distribution of emergency food aid 
to an estimated three million drought victims there to a virtual halt. [EPS] 


Religious orders give more to Vatican; ask simpler lifestyle EPS 88.04.81 
ROME - The International Union of Superiors General (Women) and the Union of 
Superiors General (Men) have agreed to increase by 288.8 million Italian lire 
contributions to the costs of running the Vatican. In return, they asked for 
the same reports on Vatican finances as bishops. get. They also made 
suggestions about more efficient Vatican financial management, and 
"cultivating, wherever possible, a greater simplicity of life." [EPS] 


Swaziland: Dispute flares over Swaggart program EPS 88.04.82 
MBABANE —- Following US tv evangelist Jimmy Swaggart's confession of sin 
earlier this year [EPS 88.04.60], his programme was taken off Swazi tv. 
However, he returned to Swazi screens this month after South African officials 
of his ministry threatened to sue for breach of their contract to buy the tv 
time. That, in turn, brought a protest from a representative here of 
Swaggart's denomination, the Assemblies of God. It has decided his program 
must go off the air for a time because of his sexual activities. [EPS] 


Africa: French-speaking church communicators meet EPS 88.04.83 
KINSHASA (Zaire) - A consultation for French-speaking church leaders and 
communicators from about three dozen denominations in 17 African countries 
(here, 9-15 April) considered such issues as formation, electronic media, 
printing, group media, and finance. [EPS] 


Zambia: new national ecumenical structure urged EPS 88.04.84 
KITWE -— Meeting at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation here, about 40 participants 
from eight Zambian denominations proposed a new ecumenical structure on the 
national level. They also suggested a theological commission to look at 
doctrinal and other differences which separate Christians, and to seek ways to 
overcome them appropriate to the Zambian context. [EPS] 


Tanzania: president asks church help with new technical schools EPS 88.04.85 
MWANZA - Speaking at the installation of a new Roman Catholic archbishop here, 
Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi urged church support for new technical 
schools to provide self-employment opportunities to primary-school leavers. 
He said the government would not nationalize such schools. He also urged 
church help to combat theft, drug use, drunkenness, and loitering. About 40 
percent of the 23 million Tanzanians are reckoned as Christians. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: ‘An Ecumenical Overview of Some Human Rights Concerns' EPS 88.04.86 


This is abridged from material prepared by the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches for the 44th Session of 
the UN Commission on Human Rights [EPS 88.02.64; 03.41] 


Colombia: Throughout 1987, the CCIA has received an ever-increasing volume of 
documentation from Colombia concerning the gross violation of human rights by 
the security forces and by paramilitary groups. The Working Group on Enforced 
or Involuntary disappearances stated that 24 disappearances occurred in 1987, 
that 481 cases were outstanding, and that of this total the government had 
clarified only 51. Disappearances reported by human-rights organizations and 
church sources far exceed these figures. 


In October 1987, the Colombian congress was informed by the minister of 
interior that 140 death squads were functioning throughout the country - eight 
of them nationally, and the remainder regionally. An incomplete tally for 
1987 documents over 1200 murders attributed to these groups. It has been shown 
that on several occasions after an "operation", members of death squads have 
taken refuge in police stations or military barracks with impunity. 


El Salvador is a situation of particular concern to the World Council of 
Churches, not only because of the high level of human rights violations that 
continue in the country, but also because of frequent acts of intimidation, 
harassment, and violence against religious personnel and others involved in 
the defence of human rights. 


In the six months since the signing of the Esquipulas Peace Accord [for 
Central America], police and military authorities have initiated defamatory 
campaigns against the non-governmental Human Rights Commission, the Committee 
of Mothers of the Disappeared, cooperative movements supported by the church, 
and against the humanitarian work of the church. After receiving death 
threats, the coordinator of the Human Rights Commission was assassinated in 
October. Both the Roman Catholic archbishop and the Lutheran bishop have 
received similar threats recently. 


The armed forces have unleashed a media attack against churches and other 
organizations involved in relocating and assisting refugees and displaced 
persons, and a January letter from the armed forces chief of staff to the 
Roman Catholic archbishop and Lutheran bishop attempted to limit the 
assistance and personnel that could be utilized by the churches in their 
humanitarian work. 


On 17 February 1988, two American women and a Salvadoran seminarian assisting 
refugees recently returned from Honduras to Copapayo, were detained by the 
army, expelled from the region of their work, turned over to the treasury 
police, and after considerable pressure were finally released. The situation 
of six refugees detained with them is unknown . On 27 August 1987, a powerful 
explosive was detonated at a Lutheran refugee camp in an attempt to intimidate 
refugees and personnel there, and in January of this year, heavily armed 
soldiers violently attacked refugees in a Roman Catholic centre leaving one 
refugee gravely wounded. 


Paraguay: The consistent pattern of violations of human rights in Paraguay 
‘continues unabated. According to church sources, at least 400 persons have 
been imprisoned during 1987, many of them suffering torture or serious 
physical abuse during the early stage of detention. One 13-year-old boy died 
as a result. Rights of association and assembly were frequently abrogated as 
a result of direct police interference to prohibit events or to disrupt those 
underway. During November 1987, seven such violations occurred. [over] 
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Church and other human-rights organizations that seek to defend the victims of 
these violations are often attacked by the government of Paraguay as 
subversive. The judicial branch cannot remedy these or other constitutional 
violations since it is necessary to be a member of the official party and a 
loyal supporter of the government in order to be appointed as a magistrate. 


Haiti has been the subject of international attention because of the attempts 
that have been made to establish a democracy after decades of violent and 
repressive dictatorship. The recent elections were seriously marred because 
of direct military intervention in the constitutionally established process. 
With but a few exceptions, both the military structures of the Duvalier 
tyranny and the organization of the feared paramilitary group, the "tonton 
macoutes", have remained intact. As a result, serious human-rights 
violations have continued, and we believe that the newly elected government 
may have difficulty in protecting human rights. 


Philippines: During 1987, the CCIA received documented evidence from church 
sources in the Philippines that demonstrates an ongoing deterioration in the 
human-rights situation there. During the Marcos regime, it was determined 
that the paramilitary Civilian Home Defence Forces, subject to the military, 
was the principal source of human-rights violations. In spite of a new 
constitutional proscription of "private armies and other armed groups" meant 
to remedy this abuse, armed vigilante groups, sponsored by local military 
commanders and encouraged by the government, increased in numbers and continue 
as a major cause of the growing incidence of gross human rights violations. 


A second serious factor has been the massive military escalation of what has 
been officially called a state of “undeclared war" and "total war". The 
current government's accession to the armed forces' demands for’ complete 
control of military policy has resulted in what church sources in the 
Philippines describe as "an unbroken trend of repression which, in some 
regions, escalated beyond the brutality and breadth that characterized such 
repression during the past regime." 


Republic of Korea: The massive protests in the first half of 1987 forced the 
South Korean government to hold direct presidential elections and to promise 
the freedom of political prisoners. We note with satisfaction that the new 
government has granted amnesty to a number of political prisoners. 
Nevertheless, according to our sources, several hundred still remain in 
prison. It must also be noted that the South Korean government has been 
severely criticized by Korean church leaders for the violence with which 
demonstrations, rallies, and other peaceful gatherings were broken up by 
plainclothed police and for the inhumane use of tear gas at these events. 
Although some changes have been made in the labour code, the government 
continues to interfere with the rights of the workers to organize and has, on 
a number of occasions, violently negated their concomitant right to strike. 


Brazil: The situation of the Yanomami Indians in Brazil has now become 
desperate as a result of recent, massive occupations of their territories by 
some 10,000 prospectors, some of whom have penetrated into lands that 
constitute the heart of the traditional Yanomami territory. To our immense 
shame and conviction, we acknowledge the immense profit and privilege that 
often accrued to the church as our missionary enterprises in some cases 
accompanied the cruel exploitation of indigenous peoples. To our credit, we 
are rediscovering the role of the confessing church, and the theological 
mandate of the church in modelling covenant relationships with indigenous 
peoples with a view to encouraging other organizations, including governments, 
to embark on similar paths towards compensatory justice. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Message on Kassinga Massacre' EPS 88.04.87 


This message, to "dear brothers and sisters, and fellow Namibians at home and 
abroad ... in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour", was issued by General 
Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches in Namibia. It marks 
the 10th anniversary, 4 May, of the South African attack on Kassinga, a 
Namibian refugee camp in neighbouring Angola. A World Day of Prayer for a 
Free Namibia has been called for that day; material to mark it is available 
from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


.-. In Namibia, the German troops reduced the Herero-Nama communities from a 
combined population of 120,000 to less than 40,000 between 1904 and 1908. We 
weep and refuse to be consoled when we reflect on the murder of Chief Mandume 
Ndemufayo and his warriors on 6 February 1917. We weep for our heroes and 
refuse to be consoled when we think of the brutal suppression of the Rehoboth 
"basters' uprising in 1925 and the innocent lives lost and immeasurable 
injuries inflicted when South Africa dropped bombs so indiscriminately on the 
villages of the Bondelswarts in Warmbad barely two years after Namibia was 
entrusted to her by the League of Nations. 


In rural Namibia today, there is one doctor per 7000 Africans while there is 
one doctor per 900 whites. In Namibia today, life expectancy for Africans is 


48-52 years while for whites it is 70 years. In Namibia today, only 10 
percent of African children reach secondary school while 68 percent of white 
children attend secondary school. In Namibia today, only 10 percent of 


African children finish primary school. 


In Namibia today, infant mortality among the Africans is 163 per 1000 while it 


is 12 per 1000 among the whites. In Namibia today, the African workers who 
work at Rossing mine - their compound is located at close proximity to the 
uranium open mine pit - are thus exposed to this dangerous radiation. The 


white employees are housed at a safe distance from the uranium mine, and are 
given frequent and thorough medical examinations. 


Pharaoh of Egypt attempted the same programme of racial extermination and 
genocide with the newly-born children of the Hebrew slave labourers. Our 
Namibian case —- particularly the Kassinga massacre - shows that other colonial 
regimes are always fearful and therefore stop at nothing in trying to destroy 
the future of their oppressed, whom they always regard as a potential threat. 


The estimated number of people killed instantly during the Kassinga raid was 
yee. In Kassinga, a separate mass grave contains the bodies of over 120 
children. Other victims died later at Angolan hospitals or in the bush. 
Over 200 survivors were abducted, tortured, and some were kept for six years 
in Mariental military camp in Namibia. There were hundreds of others who are 
not accounted for to this day. 


It makes us weep more bitterly when we know that the Western countries which 
like to speak so loudly of democracy and human rights actually collaborate 
with South Africa to perpetuate our suffering and delay our independence. It 
makes us weep more bitterly when we think particularly of the Reagan 
administration in the USA, the Thatcher government in the United Kingdom and 
the Kohl coalition government in West Germany. 


We refuse to accept their hypocritical excuses that we, the Africans, would 
suffer most if mandatory sanctions were imposed on South Africa. We refuse to 
be consoled by spokespersons of these governments until these governments have 
become reasonable in terms of human rights, or until they are replaced by 
governments that will commit themselves to working for the elimination of 
apartheid in South Africa and for the independence of Namibia. [over] 
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Like Rachel wailing and weeping in Ramah, we ... refuse to be consoled because: 

—- many of our beloved ones are no more 

- many of our womenfolk have been left as widows 

- many of our menfolk have been left as widowers 

—- many children have been left as orphans 

— many marriages and families have been broken 

— mothers have been raped and youthful girls have been insulted and humiliated 
by the South African soldiers 

— we have many crippled and maimed members in our midst 

— many innocent civilians have been and are being killed, beaten up, detained 
without trial, and tortured 

— the night curfew causes much loss of life day after day 

— brother is made to fight brother 

— pupil is being paid to spy on teacher 

— parishioner is being paid to spy on priests/pastors 

— the oppressed are being paid to announce propaganda on radio and tv 

— many cannot sleep at night because of the fear of the South African Security 

Forces. 


Especially, we refuse to be flattered with empty words by the same people who 
in reality side with our Herods. We refuse to be comforted as long as our 
long-suffering is still there. Herod ... cunningly told the Wise Men that he 
would also like to meet and worship the newly-born king. In fact, he wanted 
to kill Jesus. The Wise Men were able to see through Herod's cunning 
plans. They were not misled. 


South Africa likes to mislead the world opinion that her 'Defence Forces" are 
in Namibia to protect Namibians from the terrorism of SWAPO. ‘Defence 
protection' is the term she likes to use. The same term now has the opposite 
meaning in the vocabulary of the local Namibians, who themselves are the 
victims of this defence. The local population in Namibia fear the South 
African Security Forces, including the Koevoet, more than what one can 
describe in words. The local population in Namibia never mention their fear 
of SWAPO guerrillas. In the name of God, let this cunning lie now be 
challenged and denounced openly. 


We cry and refuse to be comforted because we value and respect life, liberty, 
freedom and independence of all our people. We are children of God who are 
entitled to take our rightful place as a free people amongst the nations, and 
to worship God as his liberated children. That is why our cry for freedom is 
always directed to him: "In my distress I cry to the Lord, that he may answer 
me: deliver me, 0 Lord" (Psalm 120:1-2a). 


We also know well that God uses the human beings he created to put right that 
which is wrong. Our Namibian nation's cry is therefore a direct call to all 
people who believe in truth, love, peace, justice and democracy. What we ask 
from them is simple and clear: join us in the struggle for the establishment 
of peace and justice in Namibia. We wail and cry, not in self-pity or in 
despair, but in hope and hard labour of preparing for a new nation with a 
constitution based on the love of God and respect for a human person. We cry 
to God because the road to that new Namibia and just society is full of pains, 
trials, detentions and deaths. We refuse to be consoled until we finally 
reach there as a nation of black, white and brown, of all Namibians. Only 
then, will there be no more Kassingas, no more South African Defence Forces, 
no more Koevoets and no more fighting, and no more crying and weeping. 


Let God, the Almighty, guide our feet along this road and may God bless us 
all. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Church in Namibia' EPS 88.04.88 


This is the concluding section, lightly edited, of "The Day the Soldiers 
Came: The Story of Namibia", written to mark the 10th anniversary of the 
South African attack on a Namibian refugee camp at Kassinga, in southern 
Angola [EPS 88.04.87]. 


It was distributed by the ecumenical Namibia Christian Communications Trust. 
The full text, and regular news and information about Namibia, is available 
from the trust's Namibia Communications Centre, Box 286, London WC1X OEL. 


Namibia is among Africa's most Christian countries. Some 75 percent of its 
people are active members of congregations, their daily lives influenced to a 
lesser or greater degree by the teachings of Christ. Because church leaders 
are true servants of Christ and His people, they have quite naturally entered 
the fray for the liberation of their country. 


Today Lutherans make up more than half Namibia's population, followed by Roman 
Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists and other denominations, all active in their 
support for independence from South Africa. Individually, and through their 
strong participation in the Council of Churches in Namibia, they are also 
remarkable for their ecumenical attitude to the theological and 
socio-political problems presented by Pretoria's occupation. 


A recent example of this cooperation took place in October 1987, when the 
Anglican archbishop of Cape Town, Desmond Tutu, was warmly received by 
churchpeople of all denominations, both on his visit to the northern war zone, 
and his travel in the rest of the country. 


One of the earliest examples of this unity took place in 1967, when the three 
main churches in the north (Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Anglican) wrote to the 
local police chief to complain that acts of torture constituted "a step back 
into the horrors of ancient pagan custom". 


Four years later Bishop Leonard Auala and Moderator Paul Gowaseb wrote their 
open letter to South African Prime Minister John Vorster. The points made were 
mild enough by any standards - a condemnation of apartheid, the Group Areas 
Act, job reservation; and a call for the vote for "the non-white". 


The letter was read in most of the country's Lutheran parishes, an example 
soon followed by the other denominations. The effect was electrifying. It 
was a clear sign that the church was on the side of the liberation movement, 
even though it was engaged in an armed struggle. 


Ever since, church and government have been at loggerheads. in Lor, ee 
churches issued another joint statement on the torture of people in custody. 
Prisoners, they said, were given electric shocks, burnt with cigarettes, 
beaten with rifle butts, hung up by their arms with weights added, deprived of 
sleep, held in solitary confinement for months on end. 


This emphatic stand has not gone unpunished. Two Lutheran printing presses 
have been blown up; the Council of Churches' offices in Windhoek have been 
ransacked several times, and set on fire; churches have been burnt down, used 
by the army as urinals; and church members, including pastors, have been 
killed, tortured, imprisoned without trial, humiliated. 


The Lutheran bishop of northern Namibia, Kleopas Dumeni, was one of several 
churchmen whose name appeared on a death list drawn up by the police 
counter-insurgency killer squad, Koevoet. [over] 
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Anglican bishops have been expelled. Church leaders and workers have been 
refused passports to travel and, at times, imprisoned for their stand against 
the occupation of their country. 


The Afrikaners also claim to be a staunchly Christian people, but they 
practice the policies of a misunderstood Old Testament, while expecting the 
African to turn the other cheek in New Testament style. 


When The Namibian newspaper carried a photograph of dead Swapo soldiers being 
paraded by the South Africans through villages in Ovamboland, a sceptical 
military spokesman said that "a Christian organization, such as the South 
African Defence Force, would not publicly exhibit the enemy's dead." 


Lutheran Vice-Bishop Zephania Kameeta has explained that the South African 
government and its supporters "proclaim - especially by what they do - a 
message which is diametrically opposed to the Gospel." . 


Kameeta, who has been regularly denied a passport for travel abroad, adds: 
"While God tells us that in Jesus Christ he has broken down the wall of 
separation between himself and us, and between us and our fellow men, the 
government proclaims and builds the wall of separation which brings about 
alienation, mistrust, prejudice, fear, hatred and enmity between man and man, 
and therefore between man and God." 


Through the Council of Churches in Namibia, Anglicans, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists, Reformed (Congregationalists), and Lutherans form a unique medium 
for service to the people. 


The churches attempt to provide all the social services that would normally be 
the responsibility of a government of the people. Adult literacy classes, 
day care centres, drought relief programmes, university scholarship for 
overseas students, legal aid for political detainees, all figure among the 
council's endeavours. 


The work of the Namibian churches extends to the refugee camps of Angola and 
Zambia, where as many as 75,000 people live, often in dispiriting 
circumstances, waiting to come home. The churches' work in the camps has the 
unqualified support of Swapo President Sam Nujoma. 


In a practical attempt to bring about this day, the churches, together with a 
number of political parties, student and women's organizations, met in 
Windhoek in April 1986 and agreed on a series of demands, the most important 
being a call to the government to implement UN Resolution 435. 


It was called the "Ai-Gams Declaration", derived from the name of the Namibian 
capital Windhoek before the white settlers arrived. 


In their worship marking the anniversary of the massacre, Namibians will be 
praying for a just peace, for the return of their loved ones to their country, 
for an independence built upon self-determination. Their hope is in God, a 
God of justice. 


Join with them, and pray that their long struggle for independence will soon 
be fulfilled. Work with them, that the day might come soon. 


Sing with them, that a song of praise for freedom might be heard throughout 
the world. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/15) 


The second issue (March) of Forum, newsletter of the WCC Programme on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The ninth issue (April) of the WCC Church and Society newsletter focuses on 
an ecumenical team visit to the Marshall Islands to advise its government on 
the long-term effects of nuclear tests in the context of over-all health 
needs. A copy is available from WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#1, 28 March) on the recent floods in Brazil is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Asia is the focus of the current (March) issue of the WCC Youth Newsletter, 
available from WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
GP43245 5519 13). Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
as 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérese Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 19 April. The 
next is scheduled for 26 April. 


EPS deadlines are most Mondays at 8gh00 GMT. Exceptions are noted in 
Shoptalk. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


ROMANIA: REFORMED TRIP Ecumenical Press 
ON MINORITIES CANCELLED Service 88.04.89 


GENEVA - The World Alliance of Reformed Churches announced (15 April) that a 
planned visit to Romania this month by its president and general secretary to 
discuss allegations of discrimination against minorities was, "at the request 
of the Reformed Church in Romania", cancelled "on very short notice". 


Last October, the WARC Executive Committee voiced "deep concern" about the 
situation of ethnic minorities in Romania, and called on the government to 
"respect not only the individual rights of every citizen, but also the 
collective rights of ethnic minorities." 


Last January, the country's two Reformed bishops, whose denomination is made 
up mostly of ethnic Hungarians, called the WARC statement "contrary to the 
truth". They said all Romanian citizens "without any difference, benefit from 
a total liberty of manifestation in the field of social life." 


On the agenda for discussion during the visit were increasing numbers of 
ethnic Hungarians (among other ethnic groups) who wish to emigrate [EPS 
88.03.71; 04.92], alleged government efforts to disperse minorities throughout 
the country, reductions in the number of schools for Hungarian-speakers, and 
the low number of students at the Cluj seminary. WARG said it "firmly 
expected" an RCR proposal for a visit later this year to be realized. [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST CHRISTIAN GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
OBJECT TO ‘CHRISTIAN ZIONISM’ Service 88.04.90 


LIMASSOL —- Distributing (15 April) a statement by "the Christian churches of 
Jerusalem" (otherwise unspecified), General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the 
Middle East Council of Churches, based here, condemned the just-—completed 
Second Christian Zionist Congress in Jerusalem [EPS 88.03.161]. 


The Jerusalem statement says the "so-called ‘Christian Embassy'", which 
sponsored the congress, "does not represent nor replace the Christian 
community in Jerusalem, or the majority of the faithful all over the world. 
We do not acknowledge this body, nor its activities and conferences. ... We 
are the representatives of Christianity here, venerating and safe-guarding the 
holy places, and we do not expect people coming from abroad, unaware of our 
problems, to act on our behalf. 


"We categorically refuse and reject", it continues, "any political 
interpretation of the Holy Scipture. ... We seek peace and justice ... without 
any kind of discrimination or violence." (Opponents of the embassy and its 


work say it uses the Bible to legitimate the state of Israel and its policies.) 


Habib said that if the embassy's activities are not challenged "the church's 
silence will be interpreted as acceptance of the sacralization of the modern 
state of Israel that the majority of international Jewry does not seem to 
adopt. This would also imply that the injustice caused by Israel to the 
Palestinian people is willed by God ...." He called use of the Bible to 
support Israeli policy “anathema to the intent of Christian faith and 
detrimental to Christian presence and witness in our region." 


-He added that "there is no room for ill-informed and biased 'Christian' 
Zionist ideologies that are a dangerous distortion of the Christian faith. 
Christians everywhere must reject all concepts of superiority of particular 
people over other people within God's creation." He appealed to "all 
churches, church-related bodies, and Christian leadership all over the world 
to formulate a response to the Christian Zionist activities." [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL RELIEF OPERATION SAID NOT Ecumenical Press 
GREATLY AFFECTED BY ETHIOPIAN ORDER Service 88.04.91 


GENEVA — Leo Silidmaa, secretary for African drought response at the Lutheran 
World Federation, says the Ethiopian government order that expatriate staff 
leave Eritrea and Tigray, in the Ethopian north [EPS 88.04.80], will not 
greatly affect operations of the Joint Relief Partnership (JRP) there, as very 
few expatriate staff are involved. 


Besides the LWF, the partnership includes Catholic Relief Services, the 
Ethiopian Catholic Secretariat, Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church, and 
Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus. Silidmaa says much more 
significant in continuing relief efforts are availability of food and trucks, 
accessibility to distribution centres, and continuation of airlifts. 


According to reports from JRP staff, increased military activity in the area 
brought relief operations almost to a standstill last month. The chief of the 
government Relief and Rehabilitation Commission has reportedly asked that 
church relief activities continue in and around the cities of Asmara and 
Mekele. Otherwise, however, only the commission and the Ethiopian Red Cross 
are authorized to carry out relief efforts in Tigray and Eritrea. 


An estimated 3.2 million people there are affected by severe drought. Eritrea 
and Tigray also have active anti-Ethiopian military forces. About a week 
after its expulsion order, the government said "certain charities and 
individuals" working in Tigray and Eritrea have been "instruments of 
Ethiopia's enemies". It also accused them of "transmitting false information 
to the world about the drought situation." [EPS] 


EUROPE: CHURCH GROUP Ecumenical Press 
MEETS ON REFUGEE ISSUES Service 88.04.92 
GENEVA - Task forces on three major issues have been set up by the new 


European Working Group on Asylum and Refugees sponsored by the Conference of 
European Churches and the World Council of Churches. The task forces are to 
collect information, plan possible church action, and report back to the 
group's next meeting (here, 13-14 October). 


Their subjects are efforts to harmonize asylum policy within the 12-nation 
European Community, the refugee situation in Eastern Europe (notably the 
estimates of up to 20,000 ethnic Hungarian refugees from Romania who may have 
arrived in Hungary in recent months), and congregational attitudes. 


In connection with the last issue, a report from the first meeting of the 
working group (here, 28-29 March), refers to "the gap between the positions of 
church leaders who often speak out on behalf of asylum-seekers, and the 
congregations who sometimes harbour the same xenophobic and protectionist 
concerns of the general population." The task force is to "study ways in 
which European churches can share experiences and strategies in reaching out 
to their own congregations." 


Members of the working group come from France, Hungary, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Federal Germany, Sweden, Denmark, United Kingdom, and Netherlands. Besides 
four CEC and four WCC members, the group includes one member each from four 
other bodies - the Prague-based Christian Peace Conference, the London-based 
European Consultation on Refugees and Exiles, and the Churches Committee on 
Migrants in Europe and the European Ecumenical Commission for Church and 
Society (both based in Brussels). There is also an observer from CCEE, the 
conference of European Roman Catholic bishops' conferences. [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops say sexism is a sin EPS 88.04.93 
WASHINGTON - In the first draft of a 164-page pastoral letter on women, US 
Roman Catholic bishops call sexism a sin, recommend removing sexist liturgical 
language, and urge that positions of church authority and leadership be open 
to women. "Women feel alienated", the bishops observe, "when clergy patronize 
them, treat their concerns as trivial, take their contributions for granted, 
or simply ignore them." They call for further study of the ordination of 
women as priests to deepen "understanding of the relationship of this question 
to Christian anthropology, the sacrament of holy orders, and ministry in the 
church." They note that "some women are offended by the very suggestion that 
a woman because of her sex cannot represent Christ as a priest." Amedee 
Proulx, one of the bishops on the drafting committee, said the call for more 
study neither initiates nor precludes changes in the official Roman Catholic 
position that women cannot be ordained priests. The bishops also ask for a 
speedy review of the possiblity of ordaining women as deacons, and recommend 
that girls and women be officially allowed to offer the same kinds of 
liturgical assistance boys and men now can. The letter, "Partners in the 
Mystery of Redemption: A Pastoral Response to Women's Concerns for Church and 
Society", is to be discussed at this June's meeting of the bishops. [EPS] 


Tutu on Botha policy: ‘unbiblical, un-Christian, immoral, evil’ EPS 88.04.94 
CAPE TOWN - South African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in his first 
public response (12 April) to a charge last month by South African President 
P.W. Botha that Tutu is promoting communism as Tutu opposes Botha's race 
policies [EPS 88.04.15], Tutu called the policies “unbiblical, un-Christian, 
immoral, and evil." In a lengthy letter to the president, Tutu said Botha 
"contravened basic ethical tenets" by continuing to support "vicious policies" 
while professing to implement reforms which will lead to the dismantling of 
apartheid. On the communism charge, he said, "I reject atheistic Marxism as I 
reject apartheid, which I find equally abhorrent and evil." [EPS] 


Graham in first China visit EPS 88.04.95 
BEIJING -— US Baptist evangelist Billy Graham spent 16 days in China this month 
preaching and sightseeing. Among those greeting him at the airport here was 
K.H. Ting, the bishop who is president of the China Christian Council. In one 
sermon, Graham said he prays for China's "moral modernization." [EPS] 


American Baptists to get ecumenical relations report EPS 88.04.96 
VALLEY FORGE (Pennsylvania) - Next June, the General Board of the American 
Baptist Churches is to receive a final report from an Ecumenical Relations 
Review Commission it set up in December 1984 to study ABC participation in 
ecumenical organizations, and monitor changes in the National and World 
Councils of Churches, to both of which the denomination belongs. The board is 
to vote on the report in December. The commission reports it has been “very 
busy with hearings and interviews" with ABC members around the country, and 
has been "making an effort to question and be in dialogue with not only staff 
..- but also some of the critics of the two councils." [EPS] 


Appeals for funds increase on Swaggart program EPS 88.04.97 
LAKELAND (Florida) - Evangelical Press Association reports (8 April) that in 
the month after tv evangelist Jimmy Swaggart confessed to moral failure [EPS 
88.03.46], the amount of time on his ministry's programs devoted to appeals 
for funds increased from 8 to 44 percent. According to Stephen Winzenburg, a 
communications professor at Florida Southern College who monitors tv 
-evangelists, in the month following the scandal, Swaggart's wife and son 
"blamed the devil, the media, the viewers, and even their own staff for 
Jimmy's failure - but never placed the blame on the one who committed the 
Sete He said that "to keep the program on the air, they attempted to make 
past contributors feel guilty for failing to support "God's work' while Jimmy 
was ‘taking a few weeks off for prayer, fasting, and rest.'" [EPS] 


Singer Michael Jackson raising money for SA ecumenical council EPS 88.04.98 
NEW YORK - Singer Michael Jackson's estate was opened to bidders who purchased 
art, jewelry, and furs to raise more than 2 million US dollars for the South 
African Council of Churches. Actress Whoopi Goldberg was auctioneer. [EPS] 


USA: number of people over 50 among church membership up EPS 88.04.99 
NEW YORK - Religious News Service reports (6 April) that the portion of the 
memberships over 50 years old of major Reformed (Presbyterian), Lutheran, 
Anglican (Episcopal), and Baptist denominations in the United States has 
increased by 7 to 10 percentage points in the past quarter century to a range 
of 40 to 49 percent. Among other things, this aging is expected to decrease 
denominational income. [EPS] 


USA: Roman Catholics said less ‘hung up' about lay leadership EPS 88.04.100 
HARTFORD (Connecticut) -— According to a survey of 201 Roman Catholic, Anglican 
(Episcopal), Lutheran, and Methodist parishes in eight US metropolitan 
regions, Roman Catholics are less “hung up" about whether those performing 
various parish tasks are ordained or not. The survey says about three 
quarters of the Roman Catholic parish leaders, but only about half those in 
the other traditions, agreed with the statement that "most of the tasks 
currently done by ordained pastors can be done equally well by lay persons 
with special competence for the task." However, in all four, the majority 
prefers “ordained rather than professionally-trained lay leadership." [EPS] 


WCG's Castro appeals for safe return for Guatemala opposition EPS 88.04.1011 
GENEVA — In a message (15 April) to President V. Cerezo of Guatemala, General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches urged Cerezo's 
government to "welcome ... and assure ... safe entry into civic life" a 
delegation of opposition leaders scheduled to come to Guatemala (18 April) in 
connection with the regional peace accords signed last August. Among those 
scheduled to accompany the opposition delegation was a representative of the 
[US] National Council of Churches. [EPS] 


Church leaders opt out of rally over communist,Palestine issues EPS 88.04.102 
LOS ANGELES - Leading area religious figures - including the Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, and Anglican bishops here - pulled out of a coalition's rally to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the assassination of civil-rights leader Martin 
Luther King because it included communist participation and support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. Roman Catholic Archbishop Roger Mahony 
also cited the coalition's stance in favour of "abortion rights". [EPS] 


USA: Christians, Muslims, Jews form Middle East peace committee EPS 88.04.103 
NEW YORK - US Christian, Muslim, and Jewish figures have formed an 
Interreligious Committee for Peace in the Middle East. Committee members 
endorse "Israel's right to secure borders and peace with her neighbours", the 
"Palestinian people's right of self-determination", and "an international 
conference for peace". [EPS] 


Zambia: ecumenical foundation getting newspaper to retract EPS 88.04.1104 
KITWE - Following a report in the state-run Times of Zambia that the 
government is investigating the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation in connection 
with allegations that it misused funds [EPS 88.03.122], Mindolo Director F.J. 
Makambwe says the foundation is getting the newspaper to "retract this article 
and apologise in their newspaper for the embarrassment caused." In a letter 
to Lal Swai, the Africa secretary of the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) 
of the World Council of Churches, Makambwe says the transaction at issue was 
approved by two foundation committees and its governors, with the approval of 
the Bank of Zambia. "We therefore confirm that there was nothing sinister 
about the transaction." [EPS] 


AFRICAN CHURCH CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
ADDRESSES COMMUNICATIONS CRISES Service 88.04.105 


KINSHASA (Monique McClellan) - "Protestant and French-speaking churches on the 
African continent have observed with bitterness the constant and increasing 
deterioriation of communication," says Michée Ahoundjinou, of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC). "This is not only true between African 
churches, but also within each church and in relation to other continents." 


Ahoundjinou coordinated a first-ever Consultation of French-speaking African 
Churches on Information and Communication. It met here (9-15 April) in the 
capital of Zaire. 


"Little by little," he notes, "Protestant papers [in Africa] have disappeared. 
While there are many radio broadcasts, they are mostly concerned with 
edification, and unable to inform of life in other churches, or communicate 
social or even political problems." He adds that where tv broadcasts exist 
they are produced by poorly-trained people, oral communication is neglected, 
financing is not coordinated, equipment is not maintained, and communication 
training is poor. 


Against this background, French-speaking African church leaders and church 
communicators met at the invitation of two major denominations in Zaire —- the 
[United] Church of Christ in Zaire and the [Independent] Church of Christ on 
Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu. The 60 or so African participants came 
from Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Ivory Coast, 
Djibouti, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Mauritius, Madagascar, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Chad, Togo, and the French overseas department of Réunion. 


At the beginning of the consultation, church heads from Zaire, Cameroon, Ivory 
Coast and Benin met for two days. They committed themselves to act together 
to reduce problems of African church communication, promising to meet once a 
year to “exchange experience ... and study and analyse use of Christian 
communication means." They also pledged to follow through on financial 
implications of that commitment, and to invite other church leaders to join 
them. They emphasized that French-speaking African denominations’ should 
organize to produce and share material. They said inexpensive, but solid and 
easily maintained equipment should be made available to church communicators. 


Communicators here called the leaders' commitments important for the future. 


Consultation working groups discussed training; electronic, print, and "group" 
media; and money and equipment. In a final statement, participants 
recommended improved journalistic training as a priority, with a special 
emphasis on women. They called for a French-language, African, church-news 
agency, possibly based in Lomé (Togo), with the Nairobi-based AACC and Africa 
Church Information Service (ACIS) involved in planning for it. 


Participants expressed hope that all the denominations represented here will 
quickly receive support necessary to regularly publish information, before 
setting up more complete communication systems. They committed themselves to 
improve Christian communication in Africa, and to encourage others to also 
support such improvements financially. 


The consultation was considered but a beginning for what could become a 
process of setting up a joint Christian communication policy for 
French-speaking Africa. Representatives here of six partner organizations - 
AACC, World Association for Christian Communication (London), CEVAA (Paris), 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (all Geneva) - agreed to continue their support. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Alcoholic Beverages in the Local Parish’ EPS 88.04.106 


This item is from Into the World (March), a US Anglican publication. Related 
item: EPS 88.03.142. 


.-- If an adult [church] member elects to use alcohol ... moderate usage is 
expected. Church members should be educated regarding those conditions that 
might consequently compromise the health and safety of oneself or others. The 
church also supports and has a responsibility to those ... who abstain from 
... alcoholic beverages for whatever reason. ... [For parishes which serve 
alcohol] at social functions ... the following guidelines are given: 


All applicable ... laws should be obeyed, including those governing the 
serving of alcoholic beverages to minors. Alcoholic beverages and food 
containing alcohol must be clearly labelled as such. Whenever alcohol is 
served, non-alcoholic alternatives must always be offered with equal 
attractiveness and accessibility. The service of alcoholic beverages at 
church events should not be publicized as an attraction of the event. 


The group or organization sponsoring the activity or event at which alcoholic 
beverages are served must have permission from the parish for this plan. Such 
groups or organizations must also assume responsibility for those persons who 
might become intoxicated, and must provide alternative transportation for 
anyone whose capacity to drive may thus be impaired. 


Recognizing the effect of alcohol as a mood-altering drug, it would be 
advisable to consider the nature of the function at which alcoholic beverages 
are proposed to be served. 


Chemical usage other than alcohol is clearly controlled ... [by] laws and, as 
such, should be forbidden at any church function. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘WCC Concerns about the Holy Land Crisis’ EPS 88.04.107 


This summary was prepared for the officers of the inter-—church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. 


The security of the state of Israel is best served if the authorities read 
correctly the signs of trouble and violence and become more flexible in 
negotiation of peace now. 


The democracy of the state of Israel is being harmed by the occupation of the 
territories and the brutal response to the uprising. 


Just peace will cost Israel a dear price in terms of land, other resources and 
uncertainty about future development for Israel's security. 


However, the risk of negotiating a two-state solution is less costly than the 
cost of maintaining occupation of the territories. ... 


Peace without partnership with Arabs is uncertain investment. ... Israel's 
condition for peace-making should not include definition of the Palestinian 
representatives. Self-determination includes the right to define one's 
representative. 


The Arabs accepted a solution based on Palestinian statehood on 20 percent of 
the land (West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem). It is now Israel's turn to 
reciprocate. ... Why should Palestinians account for the mistakes of the Arab 
States? ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Hugo Ortega: 'Can One Celebrate 1492?' EPS 88.04.108 


The following reflection is excerpted and edited from one presented in the 
context of plans to mark the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ 
arrival in the Caribbean. Ortega is director of the church publishing house 
Ediciones la Aurora (Buenos Aires). A longer version appears in issue 3 
(winter 1987-1988) of Interlink, magazine of the World Council of Churches 
project on “learning in a world of many faiths, cultures and ideologies". It 
was translated from the Spanish by the WCC Language Service. 


In official history, 12 October 1492 marks Christopher Columbus’ "discovery" 
of the Americas. But the hemisphere's native peoples remember the occasion as 
the Day of Disaster, for the day when he landed on the Isle of Guanahani and 
took possession of the land in the name of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain 
marked the beginning of the ruin and destruction of the aboriginal nations. 


We cannot in all conscience speak of a "discovery". America was inhabited. 
The great civilizations and other lesser cultures that existed there formed a 
rich mosaic of peoples, languages, and religious practice. The most reliable 
estimates available report a population of some 75 million people at the time. 


We know from indigenous accounts of the conquest, as well as from the witness 
of Spanish chroniclers and theologians, that within a century the original 
population had been reduced by 65 percent in some places and as much as 90 
percent in others. During Columbus’ own lifetime, the Taino inhabitants whom 
he found on Hispaniola (Haiti) had been practically wiped out by war, the 
contagion of European diseases, and massive exploitation as slave labour. 


Given this background, we are disturbed about the form celebrations are to 
take within the Roman Catholic community when it comes to celebrating the 
"discovery" of the Americas, and the fifth centenary of the evangelizing of 
the indigenous populations. There can be no denying that the church's role as 
a whole was to justify the European annexation and subjugation of the 
Americas. From the time of Columbus' first voyage, politics and religion went 
hand in hand: the occupation of the land by the crown and the imposition of 
religion by the church was often one and the same enterprise. Crown and Cross 
acted in unison to further the Catholic kings' plans for expansion and 
dominion. We cannot go on claiming this Christian presence as proclamation of 
the gospel in the Americas. 


To be sure, the best Christian consciences in Spain fought against the 
subjugation and extermination of the Indian peoples, and succeeded in 
obtaining the New Laws which secured a separate position for the aboriginal 
peoples. And we are bound to acknowledge that the Christian presence in 
America included people who were strongly critical of the conquest and the 
colonization. Figures like Montesinos, de las Casas, and Valdivieso 
sacrificed themselves even to the point of martyrdom in the struggle against 
the serfdom imposed on the Indian peoples by the conquistadores and settlers. 


We must make a critical revision of Christian history in the Americas in order 
to identify and distinguish between acculturation and evangelization, while 
also explicitly supporting and helping the modern heirs of those indigenous 
peoples who were subjugated by our European ancestors. We can joyfully 
celebrate the humble, patient, enterprising work being done in different parts 
-of the continent by Catholic workers and organizations engaged in pastoral 
ministry to the indigenous peoples. Profound respect for God's creatures 
which picks up again the prophetic work of de las Casas, plus the modern 
ecumenical path of solidarity, makes it possible to hope that, soon, we may be 
able to speak of a time of Good News for all the people of the Americas. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: 


‘Japanese Christian Concerns about Unification Church’ EPS 88.04.109 


This item is reprinted from the 20 March Kyodan Newsletter (KNL), published 


by the United Church of Christ in Japan. 


Three months ago, the KNL (#220, Dec. 10,4987) 
reported that American Christian Ministers 
Conferences sponsored by the Rev. MOON Sun 
Myung's Unification Church, held eighteen 
times in a two-year period from April 1985, 
had brought “over 3,000 ministers from 70 
denominations" on tours to Japan and South 
Korea. 


Recent investigations show that the pace 
of the conferences has quickened from once 
every two months to oncea month and now twice 
a month. Accordingly, over 4,000 ministers 
and wives have been recruited for these tours 
by the Interdenominational Conferences for 
Clergy, a U.S.-based project of the Inter- 
national Religious Foundation, Inc., which is 
funded by the Unification Church. 


The American ministers are asked to pay a 
"minimal" amount of $750 "toward the round- 
trip airfare between America and Korea." The 
ministers, many accompanied by their wives, 
are entertained in first-class luxury hotels 
in Tokyo and Seoul, requiring vast sums of 
money to be supplied from the Unification 
Church's primary source country: Japan. 


All this raises two urgent questions. One 
is finance: how is the money raised, and by 
whom? The other concerns credibility: is 
the Unification Church the "new wave" of 
Christianity today, and is it truly "dedicat- 
ed to world peace through dialogue and harmo- 
ny" as its literature claims? A third criti- 
cal question might be: while ministers every- 
where have the right to free choice, do those 
joining these tours know what the Unification 
Church is in fact doing around the world? 


These questions each merit fuller treatment 
in future articles, but the KNL is concerned 
here to appeal to North American churches re- 
lated to the Kyodan to inform their ministers 
and members accurately about the Unification 
Church's real positions and operations. 


Problems of "Moonie" involvement are well 
known in North America and elsewhere. What 
may not be so well known is that thousands of 
young Moonies are compelled to peddle a varie- 
ty of things at exorbitant prices so as to 
raise the vast sums needed for luxury tours— 
and other activities too numerous to treat 
here. The peddled items run from everyday 
stuff like pots and salt to phony totems such 
as carved stones, urns, and seals claimed to 
be necessary for consoling the troubled souls 
of departed relatives. 


That this exploitation of the cheap labor 
of indoctrinated youth involves serious per- 
sonality disturbances is quite clear from the 
three counseling sessions (Oct. and Nov., 1987: 
Feb. 1988) sponsored thus far by the six sub- 


districts of the Kyodan's Tokyo District. In 
some cases the youngsters even pressure their 
own families to buy the unneeded, worthless 
items. 


Perusal of the Unification Church's glossy 
pictorial magazine Shintencht (New heaven and 
earth) shows American ministers and their 
wives enjoying grand banquets in the ballrooms 
of luxury hotels. There is no indication 
that they have any contact with the young peo- 
ple who accept sacrificial lifestyles while 
raising the funds for the “international con- 
ferences for clergy." 


Theologically, the Unification Church is 
clearly an aberrant, if not a heretical move- 
ment, and the 24th Kyodan General Assembly 
(Nov. 1986) issued a declaration (KNL #212) to 
make known this divergence from historic 
Christian faith. At the heart of the Kyodan's 
position is rejection of the claim that the 
Rev. Moon Sun Myung is “the Lord of the Second 
Advent." The Kyodan statement pointedly es- 
chews "Unification Church" in favor of “Unifi- 
cation Society," so as to make unmistakably 
clear that Moon's organization “has absolutely 
no relation to our United Church of Christ in 
Japan." Moreover, it announced that "coopera- 
tion in mission with this body is impossible." 


That position may seem unnecessarily harsh 
to those unaware of the Unification Church's 
worldwide operations. It is precisely here 
that the educational task lies, and there are 
at least three main problem areas. 


First, the issue of indoctrination must be 
thoroughly exposed, along with attendant prob- 
lems of personality and family strains. A 
second, related matter is the incredible 
multiplicity of front organizations used by 
the Unification movement to recruit allies 
and supporters in all walks of life. Provi- 
sional lists compiled by researchers now run 
into dozens of these front groups on at least 
five continents. 


Finally, there is the dangerous political 
angle. Banners for the ministers" conferences 
proclaim, "One World Under God: Let Us Unite 
and Save Our Country." The underwritten 
signature reads, "CAUSA USA." CAUSA has been 
clearly identified as the political wing of 
the Unification Church, and its working rela- 
tions with the nefarious World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL) is being increasingly exposed 
by serious research. WACL is a know collabo- 
rator and arms supplier, for example, for the 
Contras in Nicaragua. This problematic area 
needs even further research. But for the 
present, American ministers, like their fellows 
around the world, need a timely warning that 
they may well be co-opted for schemes very 
remote from “world peace through dialogue and 
harmony." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Heikki Huttunen: 'The Ecumenical Youth Movement’ EPS 88.04.110 
Huttunen is youth director for the World Council of Churches. 


Sometimes, ecumenism seems like church diplomacy or political play. Eminent 
persons meet and negotiate about compromises they can make regarding dogmas 
and traditions, or work for the political purposes of their governments. 


Of course, this is a caricature. Especially in the ecumenical youth movement, 
inspiration and direction comes from a totally different experience. It is an 
experience of faith that involves our whole life, soul and mind and body. 


Young people seek meaning for life, God's real presence, and the revelation of 
his will. Encounter with Christ, and faith in him, changes young people's 
lives as individuals, and as members of their community and church. They hear 
Christ's calling to follow him, to become his messengers, and to recognise his 
face in the hungry, the strangers, the naked, the prisoners. 


This calling involves all dimensions of life. It is not a private matter. The 
whole human being is God's image, and the whole world is created by him; no 
dimension of life can therefore be distant or alien to a disciple of Christ. 
Jesus claims full dominion over our lives. It is not possible to limit his 
presence only to one or another part. 


Christian spirituality always leads to concrete involvement, to actions for 
changing the world according to God's will. Jesus came to proclaim good news 
to the poor, to preach freedom to the captives, sight to the blind, and 
liberation to the oppressed, to proclaim the year pleasing to the Lord. His 
disciples are called to follow Him in this mission. 


This is what young people all over the world are doing, notwithstanding the 
risk and the cost, often sacrificing themselves faced with the powers of 
oppression, violence, sin, suffering and death. They know that Jesus' way 
leads up to Jerusalem, to his passion and execution, and they know that all 
suffering and despair was borne by him on the cross. They know that as Jesus' 
disciples they are called to follow the same way. 


They also know that injustice does not have the last word, because by his 
death Christ trampled down all powers of darkness. This world is called to be 
transformed and transfigured by God's power and humanity's participation in it. 


It is this vision and foretaste of new life that gives hope and inspiration to 
the ecumenical youth movement. This is nothing less and nothing more than the 
authentic evangelical calling. Challenged by it, changed by it, young people 
grow closer to Christ as they struggle to follow his way, and on this way they 
also grow closer to each other and to all God's people and all God's creation. 


Christian youth movements respond to the challenges they face in their own 
context. Many of them identify with the people's struggles for justice, 
especially in the Third World; others are fully involved in environmental 
action and peacemaking. In situations of crisis and conflict, the Christian 
faith leads young people to take sides. They hear Jesus' call in the struggle. 


In South Korea, they struggle together with the people's movements against the 
oppressive dictatorship; in Lebanon and Northern Ireland they risk their lives 
by opting for neutrality and reconciliation; in the Soviet Union they identify 
with the people's concern for peace, and support the policy of openness and 
democratisation; in Canada they raise consciousness of the effects of 
pollution. The ecumenical youth movement brings these struggles together. 
[over] 


youth/2 


After 20 years of disunity and confusion, the ecumenical youth movement is 
growing stronger again. Now its strength is based on youth groups working 
locally and nationally, on the concrete commitment and action of young people. 


There are many groups outside the old ecumenical structures, and on the margin 
of the church institutions, who share the same vocation to follow Christ and 
change this world. They are involved in struggles for justice and peace, and 
they want to renew their spirituality. They belong to the ecumenical youth 
movement, even if they are not aware of its organizational forms. 


Now it is the exciting time for this common calling to be expressed visibly, 
in concrete solidarity among youth movements from different backgrounds and in 
different organisations - on the local, regional, and global levels. 


Young people learn about each other's situations, and about their own, through 
the other's eyes - and together they learn to analyse the global situation. 
Their backgrounds and situations differ, but they come together as Christ's 
disciples, and they share a particular sense of belonging together and of 
solidarity with each other's struggles. 


In order for this solidarity to be more than a word or a feeling, it needs to 
be acted out concretely. A set of the most crucial concerns has been agreed 
in the WCC Youth network as priorities of the ecumenical youth movement. 


They can be summarized in three words — justice and peace based on Christian 
spirituality. 


Young people from the Third World ... have helped the others to realize that 
genuine peace, God's shalom, can only be based on justice, righteousness among 
all. It has been important for all to learn to see their own situation in the 
light of the whole world and people's struggles everywhere. It shows clearly 
the Christian calling and mission in this world, and each situation as a part 
of the whole. 


It also helps to grasp the unity of differing aspirations towards justice and 
peace. Only together with all people of good will can Christians be part of 
the struggle. 


The WCC youth programmes are designed to support and facilitate the building 
up of the global ecumenical youth movement. They make contacts and exchanges 
possible and they provide opportunities for ecumenical exposure for young 
people. The strength of our work comes from the youth movements themselves and 
the global network is a reflection of their ecumenical commitment. 


Anyone interested in attending an ecumenical work camp or being a steward at a 
WCC conference can write to the [WCC youth] sub-unit; a graduate student or 
youth worker can apply for a youth internship. World Youth Projects offer 
channels of support for ecumenical initiatives by young people. Other 
encounters and seminars on particular themes are usually organized together 
with national and regional partners .... 


New forms of cooperation with ecumenical world organisations, such as WSCF 
[World Student Christian Federation], YMCA, YWCA are being explored along the 
lines discussed above. 


This process to build up the ecumenical youth movement will include a Global 
Youth Gathering in 1991 or 1992 focusing on the Christian calling as we face 
the third millennium after Christ. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jonas Jonsson: 'Baptism and Church Membership in Sweden' EPS 88.04.1111 


Jonsson, a priest of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden, is assistant general 
secretary for ecumenical affairs of the Lutheran World Federation. This item 
is abridged and edited from one distributed by Lutheran World Information, in 
connection with a meeting at LWF headquarters of a Church of Sweden working 
group studying baptism and church membership. 


For centuries the national Lutheran church was almost the only church in 
Sweden. Being a Swede equalled being a baptised Lutheran. In those days, 
words like "church membership" made little sense. Everyone waS a member and 
had no choice. 


But in the 19th century, change began. Denominations based on voluntary 
membership - "free churches" - grew rapidly. This provoked a decisive 
renewal of the folk church with Bishop Einar Billing as its most influential 
theologian, and the Church of Sweden gradually defined its self—understanding. 


Only in 1951 was it legally regarded as one confessional church amongst 
others. Religious pluralism was a fact in the once so homogeneous stronghold 
of Lutheranism. Since then, Sweden has received hundreds of thousands of 
refugees and immigrants. As a result, while the expansion of free churches 
has come to a standstill, Orthodox and Roman Catholic communities have 
increased greatly. In a multi-cultural and secular society, the folk church 
has been forced by circumstances to adapt. 


The past 20 years have brought far-reaching reform and renewal to the Church 
of Sweden. More new churches have been built than at any time since the 
Middle Ages. New organization on the national as well as the diocesan level 
has made the church ready to meet the disestablishment which is on the 
horizon. Liturgy has been modernised and a new Bible translation and a new 
hymnal are in use. The training of pastors has been reformed to meet a new 
quest among the people for spiritual guidance. 


The church today is better equipped than ever before. But still it has a 
long way to go to find its new profile and role in a post-modern society. 
Legislation has not kept pace with all the changes. As in the days of the 
one inclusive church, children born in Sweden are still registered as members 
of the church, provided that at least one of the parents is a member and no 
special request has been made that the child should not be. 


When everybody was baptised, this presented no problem. But today an 
increasing number of people, estimated at 400,000 registered as members of the 
church, remain unbaptised. They express no desire to leave the church; they 
pay their church taxes and attend church services now and then. They may 
even be elected to parish or diocesan councils or the National Church 
Assembly. As baptism is usually administered to children, many adults find 
it difficult to ask for this sacrament - though adult baptisms are increasing 
steadily. 


The situation has long been recognised as unsatisfactory, but it is not easy 
to change. Pastorally, it would not be advisable to exclude a large number of 
people from church membership because their parents did not bring them to 
baptism. Financially, too, such a measure would cause much damage. But 
theologically the acceptance of non-baptised members is problematic, to say 
the least. Ecumenically it raises many questions. 


The Church of Sweden thus finds itself in a dilemma. Whatever decision it 
makes, it will be wrong from some point of view. [over] 


sweden/2 


The problem is aggravated by the fact that decision-makers in the church are 
elected on a political ticket and many of them would wish, for several 
non-theological reasons, to maintain the present state of affairs. 


The very word "membership" is loaded with negative connotations in Sweden. 
It seems to imply a certain exclusiveness, foreign to the character of the 
folk church. 


The church should not be a club or an association of people with a shared 
interest. The church is there for everyone. It is for the sake of the 
gospel, many would argue, that the church must remain open and inclusive. 


Baptism is a free gift, a sign of the church, which need not necessarily be a 
condition for membership. After all, the church always had catechumens in 
its ranks. In Sweden, one talks of "belonging to" rather than being a member 
of the church. 


Not that baptism is regarded as unimportant. Far from it. In recent years, 
a remarkable awareness has grown with regard to the praxis, teaching, and 
liturgy of baptism. 


All parents bringing children for baptism meet with the pastor beforehand and 
receive some instruction. Young people are often baptised at the time of 
their confirmation. Baptism is clearly recapturing its central place in the 
life of the parishes. 


In 1983, the National Church Assembly appointed a working group to make 
proposals for the future with regard to baptism and church membership. It 
developed three lines of argument indicating different options. 


After inviting 2,565 parishes to reflect on these options, the group continued 
its work. In August 1989, the National Church Assembly will probably make its 
final decision. 


Two proposals are currently being discussed. One is to continue, as today, 
registering children as members if one of the parents is a member. But there 
would be one very important qualification, that baptism would be a condition 
for eligibility for any church office. 


The other proposal is to make baptism a condition for church membership, 
though allowing for minors to be registered with their parents. If they had 
not been baptised by the age of 18, they would then have to choose. 


It is too early to predict which way the assembly will go. Both proposals 
would strengthen baptism and bring the Church of Sweden more into line with 
other churches. 


The group which met in Geneva left with a deepened understanding of the 
confessional and ecumenical context in which it works. It was a surprise to 
many of the participants to hear how much concern and interest the issue had 
aroused throughout the world. 


The Church of Sweden will have difficulty in explaining to a wider ecumenical 
constituency a situation caused by historical circumstances and interpreting 
the actions to be taken. Committed to the Lutheran communion and the 
ecumenical movement as a whole, it asks its partners for understanding. 
Other churches, as they follow the Church of Sweden's struggle to find a new 
identity without losing its history, may have something to learn. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/16) 


The latest issue (1988 #2) of Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, 
includes 97 pictures on China and South Korea. It is available from 
WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The section can also sometimes 
satisfy requests for material usable with various EPS items. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


Churches Respond to BEM — Volume V 
19.50 Swiss francs, 12.90 US dollars, 7.95 UK pounds 


Churches Respond to BEM - Volume VI 
15.90 Swiss francs, 10.40 US dollars, 6.50 UK pounds 


Study Material and Biblical Reflection for the May 1989 WCC World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio, Texas, USA 
5.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, 2.25 UK pounds 


Asia is the focus of the current (March) issue of the WCC Youth Newsletter, 
available from WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Information about accreditation for journalists covering events organized by 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the millennium of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev is available from T. Volgina or V. Ovsjannikov at the ROC 
Information Centre, 20 Pogodinskaja Street, 119435 Moscow. (Phone: 245 20 13 
OTswe Gg Sau] 93; Church-wide events are scheduled 5-16 June at various 
locations. Diocesan events continue 18 June-10 July. Transportation/lodging 
arrangements are to be made through Intourist, the Soviet travel agency. 


The new Photo Oikoumene (1988 #1) is a photo catalogue on Palestine, Jordan, 
and Syria. A copy is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 26 April. The 
next is scheduled for 3 May. 


EPS deadlines are most Mondays at 8h00 GMT. Exceptions are noted in 
Shoptalk. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


MALAYSTA: CHRISTIAN, INTERFAITH Ecumenical Press 
CONCERNS VOICED ABOUT LAW, PROPOSAL Service 88.05.01 


KUALA LUMPUR - In recent weeks, Christian and interfaith groups have issued 
statements of concern about various official laws, proposals, and reports. 


Leaders of the Malaysian ;Consultative Council of Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, and Sikhism (which groups the country's main minority religions) - 
protested a bill passed by the Selango state government to "control and 
restrict the propagation of non-Islamic religious doctrines and beliefs among 
persons professing the religion of Islam", which accounts for a bit more than 
half of the country's 16.5 million people. 


Among other things, the bill - similar to one in force in several of the 
country's other 12 states - restricts non-Muslim use of certain terms, such as 
"Allah" ("God"). Paul Tan, a Roman Catholic (Jesuit) priest who is council 
secretary, said both Sikhs and Christians regularly use the term "Allah", 
Christians having done so "before Muhammad [revered by Muslims as God's 
greatest and final prophet] was born" in the sixth century. 


Council President Joginder Singh called it “unconstitutional to forbid anyone 
from using any word in any language", noting that Allah is the word for God in 
the country's national language, Bahasa Malaysia. Singh called it "ridiculous 
to ask all Malaysians to use Bahasa Malaysia, and forbid some of them ... from 
using certain Bahasa Malaysia words." 


The laws say 33 terms are "not to be associated with a non-Islamic religion." 

Also forbidden to non-Muslims are 15 common "Muslim expressions". Supporters 
of the laws say non-Muslims can use any words they wish preaching or praying 
among themselves. They also say they will not prohibit teaching of comparative 
religion, so long as it is not aimed at misleading Muslims. Under the laws, 
it is an offence if a non-Muslim "persuades, influences, or incites" a Muslim 
to change religion, or "allows a Muslim to take part in any ceremony, act of 
worship, or religious activity of a non-Islamic religion." 


In another statement, the Christian Federation of Malaysia (PKM) calls for the 
repeal of three amendments to the federal constitution "introduced and passed 
in Parliament by the government without full and proper discussion and 
debate." PKM says they narrow some legal safeguards and reflect "an 
unacceptable erosion of the independence and power of the judiciary". 


PKM also expresses "great concern" about a recent government "kertas perintah" 
("white paper") on national security, which follows detentions under the 
country's Internal Security Act [EPS 87.11.75]. "It is all the more important 
for Christians to respond", PKM says, "given the fact that sweeping 
allegations have been levelled against church-related organizations and 
individuals. 


Though the PKM statement supports government efforts "legitimately undertaken 
to protect and provide for the people", it says "such exercise of power for 
the common good should always be fair and be seen to be fair. ... The ends do 
not justify the means. ... Dissent, diversity of opinion and expressions of 
faith must be accepted and respected." It says "politicization of cultural, 
religious, and racial issues to the point of arousing communal feelings is 
most lamentable. However, the’ raising of such issues is not always without 
cause." It also rejects "all insensitive, fraudulent, and dishonest means of 
religious propaganda and conversion", while affirming that "all honest and 
genuine conversions to any religion must be given due respect and recognition 
by all. We further affirm that every person has a God-given equal right to 
bear witness to and express his own faith." [EPS] 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF Ecumenical Press 
ASTA OPTS FOR FOUR SITES Service 88.05.02 


HONG KONG - A special meeting of the General Committee of the Christian 
Conference of Asia (here, 12-15 April) has decided to relocate the CCA in four 
places following its expulsion late last year from Singapore [EPS 88.01.01]. 


Under the decentralization plan, the general secretariat goes to Japan, 
communications comes here (to join urban rural mission and international 
affairs, which were already here), development and service, mission and 
evangelism, and theology go to Thailand, and education, women's concerns, and 
youth go to the Philippines (also the site of the next CCA assembly, in 1990.) 


In an open letter to CCA member churches and "friends of the ecumenical 
movement", the committee calls Singapore government charges against the CCA 
"unwarranted and untenable". It says they "show little understanding of the 
way the church perceives its role in society, and throw into question the 
reality of religious freedom in Singapore itself." The government says the 
CCA breached an undertaking "not to indulge in any political activity, or 
allow its funds to be used for political purposes." 


The bulk of the CCA letter is made up of responses to five government 
charges. It offers "detailed information on the accusations" because CCA 
members "and the wider ecumenical community will want to know the situation, 
... not because we have an obligation to answer the Singapore government." 


The letter concludes that "the church is required to bear witness to 
governments that they hold their mandate and their power from God alone. 
Christians can give allegiance to the state only as long as the state is 
faithful to this mandate. The government is not the source of wisdom and 
power. This means that whenever there is conflict between church and state, 
Christians are required to obey God rather than human institutions. ... 


"In matters of faith ... the CCA is answerable to God and not the Singapore, 
or any other, government. On this our, conscience, is clears) J..90ne 
unwarranted closure of the Singapore office ... has only strengthened our 
resolve to work with increased energy for unity, peace, and justice for all 
the peoples of Asia. And to this we commit ourselves." [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL APPEALS ON PANAMA Ecumenical Press 
MADE FROM WITHIN AND WITHOUT Service 88.05.03 


PANAMA CITY - Seven leaders of the Ecumenical Committee of Panama (Baptist, 
Methodist (two each), Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran) have issued an 
appeal of "hope, which is a sign of our faith", in the midst of the country's 
political crisis, involving US-backed attempts to oust the country's de facto 
leader, Manuel Antonio Noriega [EPS 88.03.135]. The church leaders urge a 
national dialogue and adherence to "the great values of our people". 


Based on a proposal from a Methodist-Anglican-Baptist-—Lutheran Ecumenical 
Emergency Coordinator in Panama, the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of 
the World Council of Churches is appealing for 100,000 US dollars for food aid 
for the poor. The appeal cites a "paralysis of economic activities ... 
increased unemployment, growing scarcity of basic food products, reduced or 
even total lack of payment of salaries" in Panama. 


The Christian Science Monitor reports that Panamanian Roman Catholicism, the 
country's principal form of Christianity, is bit by bit overcoming its 
"reputation as a conservative institution, and its lack of involvement in 
Panama's political scene" during the current crisis. [EPS] 


ORTHODOX MISSION MEETING URGES: Ecumenical Press 
"EMBRACE, RENEW THE WHOLE WORLD' Service 88.05.04 


THESSALONIKI (Greece) (Constance Tarasar) - Some people perceive Orthodoxy as 
a part of Christianity carrying on ancient traditions and cultures with little 
relevance to contemporary situations. But a consultation (here, 16-24 April) 
[EPS 88.05.05] provided concrete examples of Orthodox missionary action in 
countries round the world. 


The church's mission, it affirmed, is cosmic: "Its aim is to embrace and to 
renew the whole world, to transfigure it into God's Kingdom." Mission 
transforms "old ways of life" and "local cultures and their ways of expression 
which do not contradict the Christian faith" into "means of salvation". This 
implies using local languages, and helping indigenous churches develop their 
own identities and local structures. "Every mission outreach", it says, 
"should aim to create self-sufficient churches in fellowship with the whole 
church, and avoid situations of continual dependency and isolation." 


Numerous historical examples of Orthodox mission efforts were recalled - to 
the Slavic nations, and to China, Japan, and Korea; missionaries travelling 
across Siberia and into Alaska; work among the peoples of Africa. In each, 
gospel and liturgical texts were translated into local languages and dialects, 
missionaries identified with local cultures, and native clergy and catechists 
were trained to continue the missionary efforts. Today, many of them have 
become independent and self-governing (autonomous or autocephalous) churches. 


However, the consultation said, mission also involves renewal within the life 
of the church "for the life of the world". The report gives considerable 
attention to fostering a sacramental life rooted in a eucharistic experience 

which “continues the process of sanctifying all life and all time given to us 
as God's gift." In the midst of a secular, broken, and suffering world, the 
struggle to renew and unite all things in the love and sovereignty of God's 
Kingdom is' a daily effort involving "not merely individuals working for their 
own salvation, but the corporate work of persons seeking to unite all creation 
in communion with the living God." 


The eucharist, as well as the entire liturgical life of the church, can be a 
means of mission and evangelization, the consultation said. Opportunities for 
preaching and education in connection with the celebration of sacraments, 
feasts, and other liturgical and diaconal ministries, can enliven and spread 
the gospel, it observed. The eucharistic experience also calls Christians "to 
pray for ourselves and the whole world, to serve others in their need and 
suffering, to proclaim justice for those persecuted or unjustly imprisoned", 
following examples of "martyrs, saints, and spiritual fathers and mothers". 


The consultation urged local bishops to identify and encourage various forms 
of lay ministry to implement the church's mission. It called on catechists, 
readers, preachers, and church musicians to become active in evangelism and 
mission, called for the renewal of the diaconate for women, and affirmed 
existing lay movements and associations as an important network for 
encouraging the work of the people of God. 


It also noted several challenges to Orthodox mission work today - “extremist 
Christian sects", a dominating attitude by wealthy and powerful churches, a 
-resurgence of other religions and various secular ideologies, disintegration 
of the family as the basic unit of church and society and problems resulting 
from broken families and single-parent situations, the emergence of new 
cultures which negatively influence the spirituality of today's youth, and the 
search for contemporary forms of communication to transmit a message of 
eternal truth. [EPS] 


ORTHODOX CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
MISSION APPROACHES Service 88.05.05 


THESSALONIKI (Greece) (Constance Tarasar) -— About 60 representatives of the 
two Orthodox church families (Eastern and Oriental) met (here, 16-24 April) to 
discuss "Orthodoxy in mission". The consultation was part of the preparation 
for next May's World Mission Conference (in San Antonio, Texas, USA) sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches. 


The group surveyed current Orthodox missionary situations, and heard 
theological presentations on witnessing in Muslim, communist, pluralistic, and 
secular societies and contexts. The eucharist was examined as a missionary 
event in itself within a suffering world. "Mission for Unity or Unity for 
Mission?" was approached from churchly and ecumenical perspectives. Separate 
panels discussed Orthodox youth and women in mission; another dealt with 
specific examples of Orthodox involvement in contemporary mission situations. 


Several young people described youth work in the host parish of Evosmos, and 
in Ghana, Lebanon, the United States, the Soviet Union, and through the 
efforts of Syndesmos (the world fellowship of Orthodox youth organizations) 
and the Sub-Unit on Youth of the World Council of Churches. 


The women's panel talked about witness and diakonia (service) in Egypt, Finns 
working as nurses and teachers in Kenya, a "diakonia of love" programme of the 
host parish, and a proposal in the United States for an Orthodox approach to 
Christian education involving an integrated programme of worship, teaching, 
and practice in local communities. 


A third set of panelists described their mission work in Korea, Kenya, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the US state of Alaska. 


The consultation report [EPS 88.05.04] focused on four major themes - witness 
in today's world, mission and unity, social implications of sacramental life, 
and missionary imperatives and responsibilities in dioceses and parishes. 
Suggestions were offered to both Orthodox and ecumenical leaders and groups. 


Suggestions to Orthodox communities focused on the development of educational 
and social structures in the church for mission and diaconal work, as well as 
spiritual and material support for mission. 


To the "ecumenical community", the group advocated educational programmes and 
visitations to places of Orthodox mission to help members of other Christian 
traditions understand the historic and contemporary role of Orthodoxy in 
missionary work, review of and reflection on missionary programmes to avoid 
unhealthy competition and mistakes of the past, joint efforts through the WCC 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) to develop study programmes 
for young people in the field of mission, and moral and financial support from 
Orthodox and Christians of all traditions for the work of the WCC and CWME. 


The group recorded its sadness that no representatives of Orthodoxy in Albania 
could be present, the church there having been suppressed by the militantly 
atheistic government. 


Addressing the consultation, the host hierarch, Metropolitan Dionysios of 
Neapolis, emphasized the role of the parish as "the nucleus and foundation of 
our daily Christian witness". That witness was abundantly manifest during the 
meeting as the pastor and dozens of women and young people from the host 
parish joyfully and enthusiastically provided meals, transportation, and other 
Support services throughout. The parish itself is a notable example of 
renewal, growth, and vitality in the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece. 
[EPS] 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE LEADER: Ecumenical Press 
GLASNOST IS OPPORTUNITY, CHALLENGE Service 88.05.06 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Lubomir Mirejovsky, general secretary of the 
Christian Peace Conference, said in an interview here (19 April) that the 
"“glasnost" (openness) policy of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev is bringing 
significant new opportunities for the church, but also a new challenge. 


For himself and the CPC, a predominantly Eastern European organization based 
in Prague, the "new thinking" and "democratization" moves of communist leaders 
represent, he said, a "vindication". After decades of attacks from communists, 
who saw no place for believers in their world, and from conservatives, who 
dismissed the CPC as a communist tool, Mirejovsky says that at 63 he can now 
welcome a new era: "Thank God, I could live long enough to see it." 


Mirejovsky was in the United States for Karlovy Vary VII, seventh in a series 
of meetings initiated in 1962 by Czech Reformed theologian Josef Hromadka to 
bring US and Eastern European church leaders into conversation. Hromadka also 
helped found the CPC in 1958, and many people participate in both. But the 
conversations, this year in Chicago, proceed independently. 


The CPC was based on Hromadka's judgement that the church in Eastern Europe 
would have to live under communist governments for the foreseeable future, 
that anti-communism as a policy would lead to disaster or nowhere, and that 
the church had to demonstrate its ability to contribute in the new society. 


Mirejovsky says the church has maintained its position both through "creative 
dialogue" with Marxists and through living out its faith. His own four 
children, he notes, remain active in the church, despite being told in their 
early schooling that "your parents are telling you fairy tales", and career 
impediments later. 


When in August 1968 there was the "entry of the friendly [Soviet] forces" into 
Czechoslovakia, CPC was thrown into crisis. Hromadka protested to the Soviet 
ambassador, but Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Nikodim moved into the CPC 
leadership, insisting on support for the Soviet action. 


Hromadka resigned shortly before his death in 1969, many other CPC members 
withdrew, and the new Czech authorities kept Mirejovsky out of any CPC 
involvement until 1977. "It was a sick body", he said, looking back. 


Mirejovsky says the "glasnost" and "perestroika" (restructuring) movements 
promoted by Gorbachev are undergirded by a broader, more significant trend of 
"new thinking" in which Marxists quietly drop some of their old vocabulary and 
recognize the possibility of working with believers for common values. 


The first common value they recognized, he says, was peace, the central focus 
of the CPC. Now, he adds, they are taking further steps, including 
acknowledgement of church contributions to national culture and morality. 
"They have discovered that even children who get the nicest treatment in a 
socialist society can wind up as criminals", Mirejovsky said. "Here is where 
I think we as churches can come in. More and more, the spiritual sources of 
behaviour are being discovered." 


-But the challenge facing the church, he says, has intensified. ik g 
'glasnost' works, it will strengthen the power and authority of the communist 
parties", he said. "So we must get into dialogue with them, and we must have 


something to offer. If we have something, 'glasnost' will make it possible 
for our contribution to be acknowledged." [EPS] 


WCC'S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSES DRUG—DONATION GUIDELINES Service 88.05.07 


GENEVA — The Pharmaceutical Advisory Group of the Christian Medical Commission 
(CMC) of the World Council of Churches is proposing a set of "guidelines for 
donors and recipients of pharmaceutical donations" because "there are still 
too many examples of drug donations which cause problems." 


The group notes that in recent decades, a "more cautious and critical attitude 
towards drugs" has developed, as well as a stress on "more rational use of 
drugs" and the “correct use of a selected number of drugs". In this context, 
it says, “awareness about problems with drug donations has grown." 


It cites "manifold" examples of "donations that went wrong and caused 
problems". Main complaints include drugs which arrive near or after their 
expiry date, are "inappropriate and do not cover treatment of diseases which 
are problems in the country of destination", are "sent without asking the 
recipient about the needs" or "even without prior notification", and/or are 
“inadequately packaged, labelled, and unaccompanied by any prescriber or 
patient information." 


CMC says such problems can result from "a lot of goodwill" mixed with 
ignorance about "health issues in general and about health problems and the 
structure of health services in developing countries in particular." 


In some cases, it says, a tax deduction a company gets for donating drugs may 
result in drugs being given just before their expiry dates. "Added to this 
could be a (subconscious) paternalistic attitude of the donor, who does not 
respect the beneficiaries as partners on equal terms. ... The recipient, who 
often is depending on help from outside, can be seen as someone who needs 
charity, and therefore has to take what is available." 


CMC offers six "practical points" to avoid these problems, including donations 
made up only of drugs on a country's national drug list or on the World Health 
Organization's list of essential drugs, donated drugs labelled with “generic 
international nonproprietary names" (rather than their trade names), sending a 
drug in the same strength if it is sent regularly to the same place or 
programme, drugs packaged in units of larger rather than small quantities, and 
drugs with a shelf-life of at least a year following their arrival. 


CMC suggests that in many cases "a financial contribution will be more 
appropriate" than donated drugs because "it is sometimes cheaper to buy the 
drugs locally, and this involves only a fraction of the transport costs", and 
because “support of local industry is a more development-oriented approach." 


The CMC is circulating the guidelines especially to donors through church- 
related aid-and-development organizations, and to recipients through 
church-related national health-coordinating agencies. [EPS] 


Former Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey dead at 83 EPS 88.05.08 
LONDON -— Michael Ramsey, archbishop of Canterbury and thus the leading bishop 
of world Anglicanism from 1961 to 1974 died 23 April. He was 83. Following 
his 1966 visit to Pope Paul VI in Rome, a Joint Preparatory Commission was set 
up which paved the way for subsequent Anglican/Roman Catholic International 
Commissions. During his tenure, the Church of England began its General Synod 
form of government. A major disappointment for Ramsey was the synod's failure 
to approve by the 75-percent majority required a plan to reunite English 
Methodists and Anglicans. [EPS] 


Signers of statement on Christian Embassy announced EPS 88.05.09 
JERUSALEM - A second version of a statement condemning activities of the 
International Christian Embassy here includes a list of nine local church 
heads. An earlier version was signed by "the Christian churches of Jerusalem" 
[EPS 88.04.90]. The leaders identified with the statement were Eastern 
Orthodox (Greek), Roman Catholic (Melkite, Latin, Syrian, Franciscan), 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian, Syrian), Anglican, and Lutheran. [EPS] 


USA: evangelical group says Turkish Christians being persecuted EPS 88.05.10 
PALISADE (Colorado) - The Committee for Religious Freedom, a three-year-old 
evangelical group based here, is publicizing what it says is an "extended and 
extensive campaign" against Christians in Turkey which has led to arrests of 
30 Turks and 15 foreigners engaged in Christian activities in eight cities. 
As part of the campaign, the group says, a Turkish newspaper published a 
series of articles accusing Christians of offering "free sex, free English 
lessons, and trips abroad as enticements to those who convert’ to 
Christianity." (Turkey is mostly Muslim.) It says a woman is quoted in one 
article as saying Christians "forced her son into homosexuality". The 
committee says "occasional newspaper and magazine articles have denounced 
Christians in the past, but sources in Turkey say this is the first time in 
recent years they have seen such an extended and extensive campaign." The 
group says it feels "Orthodox churches generally have greater freedom than 
other churches in Turkey", and that it has aided Muslims in Bulgaria because 
"we feel that religious rights shouldn't be just for evangelicals." [EPS] 


Zaire: missionary couples leave after disagreement with bishop EPS 88.05.11 
KINSHASA - Three missionary couples are being recalled from Zaire by the 
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries because of disagreements with 
Bishop Fama Onema of the United Methodist Zaire Central Conference. One of 
the couples had written a letter sharply critical of Onema's management of the 
conference's aviation ministry. The other two couples have also reportedly 
submitted written criticisms of Onema. [EPS] 


Philippines: protest greets Sin's criticism of rights groups EPS 88.05.12 

MANILA -— Religious News Service reports (11 April) that "a storm of protest 
from activist Christians" has followed statements by Jaime Cardinal Sin, the 
Roman Catholic archbishop here, "denouncing human-rights advocates and critics 
of the government ... and supporting the continued presence of the American 
military in the country." One critic of Sin, Gabriel Francisco of the Union 
of Progressive Philippine Seminarians, called him "a public traitor, like the 
collaborators of the pharaoh of Egypt of old in enslaving the Israelites." 
Among other things, Sin has said recently that the National Secretariat for 
Social Action, an official body of the country's Roman Catholic bishops, is 
"infiltrated" by communists. [EPS] 


USA: Methodist staffers knock ‘arbitrary’ personnel policies EPS 88.05.13 
NEW YORK -— In the wake of the projected non-reappointment of Peggy Billings, a 
top United Methodist overseas mission executive [EPS 88.04.30], members of her 
staff have written an unsigned letter decrying "capricious and arbitrary" 
personnel procedures. Billings was first elected to her post in’ 1983, "for 7a 
term which ends at the end of this year, amid controversy about her social 
activism. [EPS] 


Soviet officials protest US resolution on religion in Ukraine EPS 88.05.14 

WASHINGTON — Ten Soviet officials have condemned a proposed US congressional 
resolution charging that believers are persecuted in the Soviet republic of 
the Ukraine. The resolution also calls for the legalization of banned 
Ukrainian Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions. The Soviet 
officials called the resolution "biased", its charges of persecution 
"groundless", and an example of "brazen interference" in Soviet affairs. [EPS] 


Kenya: some Adventists discontented EPS 88.05.15 
NAIROBI — A group of members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Kenya has 
expressed dissatisfaction with the denomination's national leadership, 
charging that they run it like a "personal property" and select friends and 
relatives for denominational posts. They have asked a regional SdA leader - 
Bekele Heye in Harare (Zimbabwe) - to intervene. A copy of their detailed 
memo has also gone to SdA world president Neal Wilson, in Washington. [EPS] 


Kenya: bishop barred from church EPS 88.05.16 
KAKAMEGA - Japheth Omuchei says he is still bishop of the Overcoming Faith 
Church of Kenya, but other church officials say he has been removed from 
office. When Omuchei showed up for Easter worship at the denomination's 
headquarters here, he and 200 supporters were prevented from entering by six 
guards at the gate. Reporters were also barred. [EPS] 


YMCA reps consider ‘youth in exile' from South Africa, Namibia EPS 88.05.17 
LUSAKA - "Youth in Exile" was the theme of a YMCA seminar here on young 
refugees from South Africa and Namibia. The approximately three dozen 
participants included YMCA representatives from Kenya, Uganda, Sudan, Ghana, 
Gambia, Cameroon, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Zambia, United Kingdom, Sweden, 
Australia, Norway, Canada, and Federal Germany. Representatives of the ANC 
and Swapo, groups fighting white-minority rule in South Africa and Namibia, 
were also present. [EPS] 


Switzerland: Protestant federation supports Armenian catholicos EPS 88.05.18 
BERNE -—- In a message to Catholicos Vasken I, global head of the Armenian 
Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] Church, the council of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches of Switzerland praised his support for human rights in the 
context of the Soviet constitution [EPS 88.03.59]. (Vasken's headquarters is 
in the Soviet Union.) The Swiss message said the way followed by the Armenian 
people and its church during the recent weeks of controversy about .an ethnic 
Armenian enclave in a neighbouring Soviet republic reflects great democratic 
maturity. The Swiss added that they hope that the Soviet government's policy 
of perestroika (restructuring) will not be a dead letter, but will result in 
effective protection of and respect for the cultural autonomy of the various 
Soviet minorities. [EPS] 


South Africa: government asks costs from detained church leader EPS 88.05.19 
JOHANNESBURG — Jean-Francois Bill, moderator of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of South Africa, and general secretary of the Alliance of Black 
Reformed Christians in South Africa, who was detained for nine months by the 
South African government until 27 March 1987, has been told he must pay 43,744 
South African rand to the government for costs in his case -— even though an 
appeal court ruled in his favour. [EPS] 


Wales: church covenant said 'milestone' EPS 88.05.20 
DINAS POWYS - According to a report from the Welsh Churchman (May), the 
signing of a local covenant here, near Cardiff, "marks an event of great 
ecumenical significance - and is a milestone on the pilgrimage of Christian 
unity." Over 700 people attended the signing. Among the signers were the 
Roman Catholic archbishop, an Anglican bishop, and a Methodist district 
chairman. It was the first such covenant involving Roman Catholic 
participation, and follows several years of what the Churchman describes as 
"close cooperation". According to James Keane, rector of an Anglican parish 
here, “it has already become unthinkable by the participating churches that we 
do certain things separately." Currently being considered is a "joint office 
for parish administration .... There is in fact a general conviction that 
this has been a natural step forward and a springboard for meaningful joint 
planning and action" and that it has "emphasized the fact that unity 
activities are not optional extras in the life of the church." [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed synod restricts itself on statements EPS 88.05.21 
LUNIEREN - The synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands has decided 
not to address social questions if more than four delegates object. [EPS] 


USA: Baptist-RC report on agreements, differences EPS 88.05.22 
WASHINGTON -— Following a decade of dialogue between representatives of the two 
largest US denominations - the Roman Catholic Church and Southern Baptist 
Convention —- a report, "How We Agree; How We Differ", is being published later 
this year. Goal of the talks was not visible unity, but "mutual respect and 
right awareness of one another". Thaddeus Horgan, a priest on the staff of 
the Roman Catholic Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs, said that in light of their purpose, the talks can be considered a 
success. He reported that participants "said these conversations witness 
against sectarianism in America today, and witness to Christianity's ability 
to be an agent of reconciliation, and therefore have to continue." [EPS] 


IFOR appeals on two Greek conscientious objector cases EPS 88.05.23 
ALKMAAR (Netherlands) -—- General Secreary James Forest of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation appealed (20 April) to Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou in the cases of two Greek conscientious objectors. 
Michalis Maragakis, in prison in Thessalonica, has been on a hunger strike 
since 22 February. Thanasson Makris was arrested 17 April. In his letter, 
Forest praised Papandreou's "constant efforts to encourage the peaceful 
resolution of conflict", and said that in that light, "I remain baffled" by 
the Greek attitude towards conscientious objection. "It would be an event 
that many would celebrate", he said, "if Greece, the cradle of civilization, 
would provide legal exemption of those who in conscience cannot be soldiers." 
[EPS] 


Guatemala: RC bishops blame poverty on poor land distribution EPS 88.05.24 
GUATEMALA CITY - In a new pastoral letter, "Clamour for Land", Guatemala's 
Roman Catholic bishops blame the extreme poverty of the country's campesinos 
(peasant farmers) on poor land distribution. The letter says the plea for a 
just distribution of land is "the strongest, most dramatic and desperate 
outcry that can be heard in Guatemala." It calls the current land 
distribution "the country's most devastating and humiliating scourge". 
Referring to the country's "sinful and obsolete social structures", it calls 
for reform without violent confrontations. [EPS] 


Patriarch disavows award to former South African police head EPS 88.05.25 
PRETORIA -— Earlier this year Archbishop Paul (Lyngris), based in South Africa 
as part of the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All 
Africa, gave a patriarchal award to Johann Coetzee, a general who used to head 
the South African police. Now however, the archbishop's church superior, 
Patriarch Parthenios III, who is based in Egypt, has described the giving of 
the award as "an act which does not represent my attitude, and the attitude of 
our patriarchate." Several Christian leaders in South Africa have condemned 
the award, seeing Coetzee as an instrument of the government's racial policy 
of white-minority supremacy. Among those present when the award was given 
were South African Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha and Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Vlok. [EPS] 


South Africa: incident at ecumenical council prompts concern EPS 88.05.26 
JOHANNESBURG - A man held a staff member of the South African Council of 
Churches hostage for a few hours in the SACC library (11 April). Afterwards, 
SACGC General Secretary Frank Chikane expressed concern that the people the 
hostage-taker demanded be called during the period are all members of the 
South African police force. The hostage-taker also demanded that some calls 
be made to the United States. Chikane called that "mysterious". He voiced 
SACC concern about the “painstaking efforts of the police to present this 
matter as a purely criminal case with no political motives." [EPS] 


Kenya: RC bishops express concern about Czechoslovakia EPS 88.05.27 
NAIROBI - In what is reportedly their first formal statement about the 
situation in a foreign country, Kenya's Roman Catholic bishops have sent an 
open letter to the Czechoslovak government deploring restrictions on the 
church there. They said the Czechoslovak government's dealings with the 
church amount to persecution "without parallel in our time". [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk gets first male deacons EPS 88.05.28 
EDINBURGH — In 1979, the General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland 
voted that the diaconate "shall be open to both men and women". The Kirk has 
had female deacons for 100 years. Now, a group of 17 male "lay missionaries" 
have indicated willingness to be part of the diaconate. This month's assembly 
is being asked to declare that all such missionaries are eligible to be 
recognized as part of the diaconate. [EPS] 


Japan: state-of-the-art Bible EPS 88.05.29 
TOKYO -— The Japan Bible Society has created a new state-of-the-art Bible 
involving audio-visual technology. JBS has produced a laser disk with a Bible 
and study aids, usable with a player that plugs into any tv set. [EPS] 


Baptist missionaries reportedly denied Indonesian visa renewals EPS 88.05.30 
JAKARTA - Baptist Press news agency reports (13 April) that about half the 
nearly 100 US Baptist missionaries are expected to be required to leave 
Indonesia in the next months because of new visa restrictions. [EPS] 


Growth of Islamic fundamentalism said to reduce conversions EPS 88.05.31 
GREENSBORO (North Carolina) - A report last month to trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board says the growth of fundamentalism in Islam has 
further reduced the number of Muslims who convert to Christianity in North 
Africa and the Middle East. [EPS] 


Asia: evangelicals meet on ‘church in midst of suffering' EPS 88.05.32 
HONG KONG - The Evangelical Fellowship of Asia sponsored a four-day 
consultation here involving two dozen people from a dozen countries on "The 
Church in the Midst of Suffering". According to Information Exchange of the 
World Evangelical Fellowship, the meeting was called "in light of the 
worsening predicament of churches in Asia due to adverse political, religious, 
and soci-economic forces in their countries". A “Letter to the Churches in 
Asia" from the  group- refers to "varying degrees of persecution, 
discrimination, and deprivation against the church" in communist countries 
such as China, North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea; "undue pressures and 
varied difficulties" for the church in Malaysia, Pakistan, and Bangladesh 
because of the “islamization policy" there; "militant Hinduism" which opposes 
Christianity in India; and "another form of suffering [which] springs from 
economic poverty, especially in the underdeveloped countries of Asia." [EPS] 


Latin America: four ecumenical publishers join forces EPS 88.05.33 
MEXICO CITY - Four Latin American ecumenical publishing houses - La Reforma 
(Puerto Rico), CUPSA (Mexico), DEI (Costa Rica), and Ediciones La Aurora 
(Argentina) have launched a joint project to make their books more appealing 
and accessible to a wider range of readers. Most church-related publishing in 
Latin America is under Roman Catholic auspices. [EPS] 


Canterbury asks prayer for South African church leaders EPS 88.05.34 
LONDON - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie is urging Anglican parishes 
around the world to surround southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
with "our prayers and loving support", particularly on Ascension Day (12 
May). Runcie also called for prayer for World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
President Allan Boesak, Roman Catholic Archbishop Stephen Naidoo, and South 
African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane. [EPS] 


New Czech Bible translation distributed EPS 88.05.35 
PRAGUE - About 100,000 copies of a five-denomination, ecumenical translation 
of the Bible in Czech are being distributed this year in Czechoslovakia. [EPS] 


Eastern Orthodox archbishop for Britain replaced EPS 88.05.36 
LONDON - Methodios, archbishop for Great Britain of the [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, was removed from his post last month. The 
patriarchate's synod of bishops cited "unseemly and improper behavior," and 
said he was "coveting other thrones." Media here reported rumors he was 
trying to get himself named to head the patriarchate's archdiocese in North 
and South America, and accusations that he neglected ecumenical duties (he was 
replaced last December as co-chair of the global Anglican-Eastern Orthodox 
dialogue), and advocated unacceptable Greek nationalist positions. [EPS] 


GDR: bishop asks just solutions for those determined to leave EPS 88.05.37 
BERLIN - In a report to the synod of the [United] Evangelical Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg, Bishop Gottfried Forck called on the government to "find 
just solutions" for those who have applied to leave the GDR (East Germany), 
"and whose decisions are irrevocable". He also urged would-be emigrants "not 
to demand the impossible, and above all to remain patient." He said the 
church "supports the citizens who remain in the GDR" and is "ready to give 
pastoral care to those who have applied to leave." In another report, General 
Superintendent Giinther Krusche said the GDR church has "not always presented a 
clear profile" in recent societal conflicts. Sometimes, he said, "bad things 
were tolerated, in order to prevent worse things from happening." [EPS] 


USA: church-backed family week planned EPS 88.05.38 
WASHINGTON - A week of religious and secular activities to bring children's 
and family issues to the fore in advance of the US presidential election this 
November is planned for this month (8-14 May). The "Who Speaks for Children?" 
campaign was convened by the [US] National Council of Churches. It is to 
include worship and lobbying activities, and a day-long "American Family 
Celebration" here. Besides backing from various church groups, the effort has 
backing from labour, women's, civil-rights, and education groups, as well as 
organizations working on behalf of children and elderly people. [EPS] 


Zambia: church reps say Aids campaign promotes immorality EPS 88.05.39 
LUSAKA - Church leaders have described a government booklet, "Aids Information 
for Schools", as "permissive" and "offending", and are urging that it be 
withdrawn until "suitable" changes are made. A six-person committee from the 
Christian Council, Evangelical Fellowship and conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops has been formed to press the government on the issue. In a section 
called "if you decide to take the risk", the booklet advises students to 
"sleep only with your permanent girl/boy friend, and make sure she/he sleeps 
only with you. Do not take any new sexual partners." Edith Mutale, head of 
the Christian Council's women's programme said that advice promotes immorality. 
The church-owned National Mirror newspaper called the booklet a "virus ... 
because it encourages promiscuous living among the youth." On the other hand, 
a lengthy editorial in the government-owned Times of Zambia said "the campaign 
against Aids should ... not fail because of crazy clerics." [EPS] 


Australianized Bible launched EPS 88.05.40 

CANBERRA — An “Australianized" version of the Good News Bible was launched 
here last month by the Bible Society in Australia. Till now, GNB has appeared 
-in two English-language versions - British and American. According to the 
society, the new version uses Australian preferred spelling, and follows 
Australian usage in using metric measurements. Language changes have been 
made “so that it will be accepted by Australians as natural to their word 
usage, idiom, and form of expression." For example, "oxen" are "bullocks", 
"wedding party" is "wedding reception" and "thick woods" are "the bush". [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/José Chipenda: ‘Communication in Francophone Africa’ EPS 88.05.41 


Chipenda is general secretary of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches. The following is excerpted from his presentation at last month's 
ecumenical consultation on communication in French-speaking Africa [EPS 
88.04.105]. It was translated by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches. 


... [Among other things, last August's AACC assembly in Lomé dealt with] were 
questions relating to information and communication. Realizing that the gospel 
message is the same throughout the ages but that the way it is transmitted has 
to be adapted to each generation in relation to age, sex, time, and space, the 
conference made a recommendation which will require prolonged reflection. 


Also at Lomé, [AACC President and southern African Anglican] Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu made no bones about the fact that we face a considerable problem, 
for while we want to communicate with our friends from West Africa, the best 
available way to do so is through Europe in the first instance, whether we are 
in the East or in the South [of Africa]. 


This problem is persistent, for we have not developed a sufficient head of 
steam to overcome our differences and neutralize the forces dividing us. ... 


The Lomé assembly asked the [AACC] General Committee to set up a small 
commission made up of professionally competent people with some knowledge of 
the African churches to help the AACC training centre meet successfully the 
communication needs felt by the growing churches, and assist it to become an 
effective catalyst in the organization of suitable training programmes and in 
the production, together with the churches, of communication models matching 
the context, mission, and worshipping life of the churches. ... 


We are here for action. The directives are clear, but there are options open. 
And it must be added that we cannot function if we do not together provide an 
efficient communication network, capable of passing on vital information from 
one place to another, from one church to all the others, from one region of 
Africa to the rest of the continent, and throughout the world. 


The content of our communication ... must have a well-defined aim - to support 
life, encourage constructive planning for the nation and, first and foremost, 
proclaim the mighty acts of God on this continent. The information to be 
exchanged must be directed towards action. It should call on the people to 
move forward and work together ... [on] this continent. ... 


In each African country, there are problems facing its citizens and its 
Christians. We know little of what is going on in Ethiopia or Sudan in the 
North or Mozambique, Angola, Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa in the South. 


We need much more information in our churches if we are to understand properly 
what is happening and take part in the search for lasting solutions to the 
problems afflicting our brothers and sisters. 


In these countries, as in many others, God is at work. In diverse ways, he 
uses men and women of faith and integrity. They are struggling for human 
rights and against racism. They are making the gospel message more credible to 
women, children, and young people. They are challenging the principalities and 
powers. 


The missing factor is minimal. It is the link, and we are in quest of that 
link. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/17) 


The latest Southern Africa News Update (25 April) is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Material from an international and ecumenical conference ("communion and 
episcopacy") last month marking the centenary of the Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral is available from J.L. Draper, Ripon College, Cuddesdon, Oxford 
OX9 9EX, England. 


Information on the launching in Nigeria of the the Ecumenical Decade of 
Churches in Solidarity With Women is available from Christian Council of 
Nigeria, Institute of Church & Society, Oyo Road, Box 4020, Ibadan, Nigeria. 


- Volume VI 
15.90 Swiss francs, 10.40 US dollars, 6.50 UK pounds 


Study Material and Biblical Reflection for the May 1989 WCC World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio, Texas, USA 
5.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, 2.25 UK pounds 


Empowering the People For Health and Development is the theme of the new 
(April, #102) issue of Contact, a bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Way to Namibian Independence is the theme of the new special issue 
(April) of PCR Information. It includes “basic -data™,’>a-“chronology ‘or 
colonisation", information on the church in Namibia, UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) and "why South Africa resists it". There is also a 
section on Swapo, the principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia: 
"From Worker's Organization to Liberation Movement". The booklet's appendices 
include an address by Swapo President Sam Nujoma, and suggestions for further 
reading. It is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Re: EPS 88.04.11: There are two people who consider themselves, and who are 
considered by their followers, as the catholicos patriarch of the "Church of 
the East." One, Addai II, is based in Baghdad. He was part of the Iraqi 
church delegation which visited Geneva last month, as reported in EPS. The 
group he leads is the Ancient Apostolic Catholic Church. The other, Mar 
Dinkha IV, is based in the United States, near Chicago. The group he leads is 
the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 3 May. The next 
is scheduled for 6 May. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are 25 and 31 May, and subsequent Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


CHANGES BEING PROPOSED IN Ecumenical Press 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX STRUCTURES Service 88.05.42 


This item is based on reporting by Théo Buss. 


MOSCOW —- Assuming next month's local council of the Russian Orthodox Church 
agrees [EPS 88.04.59], there will be some notable changes in ROC structure. 


Priests would again be members and presidents of parish councils. (They have 
been excluded from such councils since 1961.) Each bishop would have a 
council of priests to advise him, and bishops would also call occasional 
meetings during which church members could offer advice. Church authorities 
Say the changes would democratize the church, and reflect an Orthodox approach 
of "sobornost" (Spirit-guided, collective decision-making). 


Additional details are also available about nine "zealots of piety" being 
proposed for formal council declarations that they are saints: 


Dimitry Donskoy led a decisive 14th-century battle against the Tartars. 
Andrei Rublev is noted for icons and frescos he produced in the years before 
and after 1400. Maxim the Greek was a l16th-century priest-monk noted for his 
spiritual writings. Makary of Moscow was a l16th-century bishop-historian who 
wrote about the lives of numerous Greek and Russian saints. Paissius 
Velichkovsky was an 18th-century translator and renewer of Russian monasticism. 


The other four sainthood candidates lived in the 19th century: Xenia of St 
Petersburg, called a "fool for Christ", was the poor widow of an alcoholic 
husband. She was noted as a predicter of future events. Ignatius 
Brianchaninov was a bishop, preacher, and Bible commentator. Ambrose of 
Optina Pustyn was a monk noted for his intercessions. Confined to his bed, he 
was a spiritual father to many. Theophan the Recluse was a hermit bishop who 
translated and commented on the Bible. [EPS] 


Swaggart aides leave to start new ministries EPS 88.05.43 
BATON ROUGE (Louisiana/USA) - Several ministers who worked on the staff of tv 
evangelist Jimmy Swaggart have left to begin their own ministries here in the 
wake of Swaggart's tv confession of unspecified sexual sins earlier this year 
[EPS 88.03.46]. Swaggart's former crusades director, and the former singles 
pastor at Swaggart's Family Worship Centre, say they plan to start Bethel 
Temple Assembly of God. (Assemblies ministers have been told they could face 
denominational discipline if they continue to work with Swaggart, who is out 
of the denomination after rejecting discipline it proposed for him in the wake 
of his confession.) Four former Swaggart youth ministers plan to begin 
Crossfire Assembly. (Crossfire is the name used by Swaggart's youth 
ministry.) Among other Swaggart aides who have resigned since the confession 
are an aministrative assistant, a development director, and an associate 
evangelist. Swaggart attorney Bill Treeby says they all left with "our best 
wishes and understanding." [EPS] 


USA: increase in women, minorities in seminaries brings changes EPS 88.05.44 
SAN FRANCISCO - Religious News Service reports (22 April) that "the decline of 
white males entering [US] seminaries, combined with the influx of women and 
minorities is slowly reshaping the landscape of ministry" there. Predictions 
are that by the turn of the century, white men will be a minority among 
ordained ministers in many denominations. Mary Hennessey, ministerial studies 
director at Harvard Divinity School, where half the students are women, 
observed that "as the larger society becomes more and more secularized, the 
prestige of the ministry goes down." It is also financially less rewarding. 
"White men are into power", she observes. [EPS] 


Japan-North American Commission on Cooperative Mission meets EPS 88.05.45 
GINOWAN (Okinawa/Japan) - The annual meeting of the Japan-North American 
Commission on Cooperative Mission took place here last month. According to a 
report from Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), "two large issues that 
emerged were the difficulties of struggling against militarism in the context 
of the Japanese emperor-system ... and the victimization of women by both the 
emperor system, as reflected by the patriarchal hierarchy of Okinawa society, 
and the over-all oppressive sexism that is implicit in militarization, both 
Japanese and American. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Leonid Kishkovsky: ‘Orthodoxy, Theology, Culture’ EPS 88.05.46 


This is excerpted from the April issue of The Orthodox Church, magazine of 
the Orthodox Church in America, of which Kishkovsky is editor. 


... Anyone who enters thoughtfully into the Orthodox experience of doctrine, 
liturgy, and spirituality discovers the centrality of the Resurrection of 
Christ, its direct living connection with the Incarnation and Crucifixion, and 
therefore its significance for all of Christian life and mission. 


A few weeks ago I visited Leningrad and Novgorod as a guest of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. It was a joyful experience to be with bishops, clergy, and 
laity of the Russian Orthodox Church as they prepare for the celebration later 
this year of the one-thousandth anniversary of the Baptism of Rus’. 


To worship with the Russian Orthodox Christians is to experience the presence 
of Christ in their concrete historical situation. Even the numerous closed 
churches in Leningrad and Novgorod (and elsewhere in the Soviet Union) are 
reminders of faith in God, and icons of the presence of Christ, Crucified and 
Risen. It seems that turning churches into warehouses, offices, or museums 
cannot deprive them of their essential role as tangible, visible preachers of 
the Gospel. 


When we see an Orthodox church in North America, are we reminded of Christ's 
Cross and Resurrection? Or are we reminded of Greece, Russia, Romania, 
Albania, Bulgaria, etc.? 


Do our neighbours in cities and towns across the North American continent see 
in our churches the Gospel of Christ, or outposts of foreign cultures and 
ethnic heritages? 


What we and our neighbours "see" when we see our churches is critically 
important for the mission of Orthodoxy in America. 


If the presence of Orthodoxy in America signifies the presence of Christ, 
Crucified and Risen, then we are truly on the way to vital Orthodox witness, 
mission, and evangelism. 


During the celebration this year of Christ's Resurrection in the Orthodox 
Church what are the images and stories about Orthodoxy in the media? 


Are we finding out about Easter foods and Easter eggs as prepared by the 
various Orthodox ethnic groups? 


Or are we discovering something about the Good News that Christ is Risen, and 
what that means for human life and Christian mission today? 


The answer will tell us a great deal about this moment in Orthodox history in 
America and what tasks lie before us. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Yasuko Nakaya: 'An Argument Against State Shinto’ EPS 88.05.47 


This is excerpted from Yasuko Nakaya's statement to the Supreme Court of 
Japan as part of her 16-year struggle against the state for enshrining her 
dead husband as a god in a Shinto shrine [EPS 83.06.79]. The statement 
appeared in the February issue of Japan Christian Activity News, published by 
the National Christian Council of Japan. Related items: EPS 85.03.68; 09.24; 
86.02.13. 


--- I was baptised in April of 1958 in the Yamaguchi Shinai Church of the 
United Church of Christ in Japan. In January of 1959 I married Takafumi, who 
was then a member of the National Self-Defence Forces establishment. On 12 
January 1968, Takafumi was killed in an accident while on defence forces duty 
in Morioka. ... I and my six-year-old son had to return to Yamaguchi in order 
to deal with the implications of my husband's death. 


Ever since then I have continued with worship, prayer meetings, and the other 


activities of my church. I participated in seminars on peace and other 
social issues to the fullest extent permitted by my health. I placed my 
husband's ashes to rest in the church. Every year in memory of Takafumi, I 


have attended the special church service for those members of the church who 
lie in repose. ... 


While my life with my son was continuing through the support of the church 
community, suddenly officers of the Yamaguchi Self-Defence Forces came to my 
house in March of 1972. They said that the Self-—Defence Forces establishment 
was going to enshrine those members who had died from Yamaguchi Prefecture in 
the Shinto National Protection Shrine, and they requested that I give them 
information and materials related to my husband. 


My immediate response to this request was that I am a Christian and have been 
commemorating the death of Takafumi in church and therefore must refuse any 
enshrinement of my husband in a shrine. However, the Self-Defence Forces 
completely ignored my wishes in this regard, and prepared Takafumi for 
enshrinement in the Yamaguchi Prefecture Shinto National Protection Shrine. 


Later I was told of this fact and was deeply shocked. I asked the reason for 
such state action. The Self-Defence officers answered that the enshrinement 
was for the sake of the country and that it was not a good example in relation 
to other citizens to recognize differing individual religions. I felt at this 
point that my life had been violently disrupted and my heart ached. ... Many 
times I asked the Self-Defence Forces to withdraw my husband's name from the 
shrine, but they continued to ignore my request. 


For the last 16 years of this struggle I have been supported by many people. 
In the meantime, there were unexpected threats against my life. So often the 
thick social overlay of old customs and traditions as well as many other 
difficulties have prevented me from expressing my point of view. In every 
case, when faced with my own limitations and trials, I was able to overcome 
these obstacles through the power of my own faith .... 


Over these 16 years of struggle, what has impressed me most deeply is that the 
constitution of Japan includes Article 20 which provides for freedom of 
religion and the separation of religion and state. It is difficult even to 
-express in words my great joy when the first and second court decisions 
recognized the validity of my appeal for individual rights in all matters 
pertaining to personal faith and religion which are thereby not to be taken 
away nor replaced and which are a personal right to honour and keep. ... From 
the bottom of my heart, I ask the Supreme Court judges for a rightful 
judgement after a careful review of my case. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ray Kirby: 'Salvationists and Sacraments' EPS 88.05.48 


This is excerpted from a reflection on a book, Better Together, by David 
Sheppard and Derek Worlock, respectively the Anglican bishop and Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Liverpool. Kirby is a Salvation Army major attached to 
the Liverpool and North Wales Division of its British Territory. The 
reflection appeared in longer form in the 16 April issue of the Salvationist 
newspaper. 


... [We six Salvationists on an ecumenical youth pilgrimage] decided three of 
us would go to [the Anglican/Free Church communion] service and the other 
three would accompany our Roman Catholic friends into "their" chapel simply to 
uphold both groups in prayer. ... We saw our unity as a bridge bringing the 
two groups together (even as they worshipped separately) through our love and 
prayer. ... Following the separate services the two groups did indeed come 
together in the sanctuary, to share the peace, and to sing our last hymn 
together, led by The Salvation Army. It was our privilege to introduce the 
total pilgrimage to Albert Orsborn's sacramental song: "My life must be 
Christ's broken bread, my love his outpoured wine." 


In some senses, those moments on Iona highlighted the Salvationist dilemma - 
if we are serious in our intent for greater unity than at present shared. 
Whilst being sensitively sympathetic to our friends' divisions, we do not feel 
the pain they feel in relation to the sacraments - more of a vacant 
bewilderment. We are quite able to "rejoice with those who do rejoice"; we 
are not able to "weep with those who weep", and weep they did on Iona and at 
Lindisfarne at “the pain of separation in that which is most precious to us". 
Not all appreciate the Army's official position on the sacraments, that whilst 
we do not practise, neither do we deny. 


I was intrigued, when I was a corps officer, by the increasing presence of so 
much communion imagery in the homes of salvationists: paintings, wood 
cuttings, plaster casts and brass mouldings of the Last Supper abound north, 
south, east, and west. It could be nothing more than a_ cultural 
appreciation. However, I wonder sometimes if it reflects a private pining 
for "closer communion". 


The corps at which I soldier here in Liverpool is currently using the nearby 
Baptist church for Sunday worship while the local citadel is undergoing 
extensive renovations. I wonder what my fellow soldiers make of the 
ornately-carved wording at the front of the communion table, 'This do in 
remembrance of me'. 


wee Ons the,«sacrament! of «the,Lord's, Supper .s..I.... feel’ that...:mtiieoeoen 
share with all, I will not share at all. The place of unity, it seems 
increasingly to me, is the cross and not the table ... [- meeting at the foot 
of the cross] in a way we never will at the meal which divides. 


The same dilemma exists in relation to 'the bond of baptism'. Coming from a 
nominal Anglican background, I was baptised as a baby and have a baptismal 
certificate to prove it. At many ministers' fraternal meetings therefore, I 
have been credited with deep feelings about the importance of baptism which in 
reality I do not feel. ... 


There are those of course who relate our kneeling at the mercy seat to some 
kind of baptismal equivalent; a going-down to experience the benefits of 
Christ's death in order to rise to new life in him. The resulting spiritual 
experience is undoubtedly the same, but it still seems to me that the life of 
faith, rather than the 'bond of baptism', is that which binds me to my fellow 
pilgrims on the way. And even if baptism symbolised conversion, I would have 
great difficulty in linking that to infant baptism — even my own! [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Juan Schvindt: 'The Situation in Paraguay’ EPS 88.05.49 


Schvindt is a pastor of the [United] Evangelical Church of the Rio de la 
Plata, and a member of the governing board of the Latin American Council of 
Churches. This is excerpted from an interview in lLima-based Latinamerica 
Press conducted by Dafne S. de Plou. 


-.-- The land problem is central to the life of the eastern region [of 
Paraguay]. Many farmers have left Brazil in recent years, primarily because 
of land problems in their country; they come here because they can get better 
prices for their products and have lower overheads. 


Land speculators ... offered land at low prices that encouraged Brazilians to 
settle across the border. So, there are many small landowners among these 
migrants, but not all of them have done well in purchasing land. Some have 
paid for their land three times over and still haven't obtained titles. 
Others are burdened by large bank loans. ... 


On the other hand, hundreds of laid-off Paraguayan workers from the Itaipu 
hydroelectric dam [a joint Brazil-Paraguay project], who were originally 
campesinos [peasant farmers] have returned and been unable to find either land 
or work. 


The churches, in their preferential option for the poor, support these 
farmworkers in their demands. Evangelicals and Catholics work together in 
the Christian Aid Programme; our primary task is to reach out to the landless 
and to those who have been swindled trying to obtain land. But we don't just 
work in the legal area; we also address problems like health, education, and 
commercialization of produce. 


It is not the churches that bring about land occupations; it is need. In 
the face of that need, we have defended land invaders on more than one 
occasion. We offer them legal services and health and educational programmes. 


We've had to bear very negative government reactions to our work, as well as 
pressure from local politicians, but our position has always been very clear: 
that the land problem is one the government must address. Our concern is the 
people's problems. We try to respond to our people's needs and demand that 
the authorities deal with the land issue. 


Church members here, most of whom are poor farmers, easily accept new arrivals 
from Brazil. It is more difficult for them to understand the situation of 
those who have been cheated out of their land titles. Part of our work has 
been an effort to bring about unity between Paraguayans and Brazilians. 


--- In addition to its involvement with the land issue, the Inter-Church 
Committee plays an advoacy role on urban issues and in human rights. The 
committee officially represents the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in 
Paraguay. In the countryside, it is involved in organizing farmers, and in 
the cities it defends squatters rights. 


The Disciples of Christ, the Evangelical Church of the Rio de la Plata and, 
until three years ago, the Paraguyan [Roman Catholic] bishops' conference, 
participate in this committee. 


[When the pope comes to Paraguay this month,] We hope he'll arrive well 
informed, that he will be aware of the role the bishops' conference has been 
playing in its call for a national dialogue. ... We don't think John Paul will 
solve Paraguay's problems, but we hope he'll address the people's needs. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/I. Jesudasan: ‘Issues for the Church in India‘ EPS 88.05.50 


Jesudasan is bishop in South Kerala of the [United] Church of South India, 
and was CSI moderator when he delivered the address from which this item is 
excerpted to the 21st CSI Synod, earlier this year. 


... There are several national and international issues which demand our 
attention and action. There are issues at a distant scene such as the South 
African apartheid problem, the Middle East conflict, reduction of nuclear 
arms, evils of present international monetary systems, etc. We are not in a 
position to involve ourselves in those problems directly. But we can extend 
our moral support to those who fight and pray for peace and justice. ... 
[Among national issues are:] 


Bap Nationalism and minorities - Very often nationalism is equated with the 
demands and aspirations of the majority community. On the basis of this, 
minorities are discriminated, and their loyalty to the country is 
questioned. We have to enable our nation to be truly secular in its approach 


to political and social issues. In this connection, let me mention that the 
long-standing discrimination shown by the government against Christians of 
scheduled [low] caste origin is to be condemned, and the struggle has to be 
continued. 


2 Drug addiction and alcoholism - The society recognises these as terrible 
evils. The church is engaged in preaching against them and helping those who 
have fallen victims to these evils. We have to teach our children and youth 
about the dangers of these evil habits and the church has to take up this 
issue very seriously and take all preventive and curative measures. 


oh Corruption ... is another evil, eating away the very life of the 
nation. Legislation alone will not save this country from the decay caused 
by corruption. As loyal citizens we have to serve this country with clean 


hands, and as a religious body we have to take up measures to prevent 
corruption joining with those engaged in similar efforts. 


4. Terrorism ... is one of the most disturbing phenomena of modern times. 
The Punjab situation in our country and Sri Lanka situation in our 
neighbourhood are sending shock waves every day. We hoped that the Sri 
Lankan ethnic problem would be solved when the agreement was signed. But the 
course of events after the signing of the agreement have confused all of us. 


We thought that the Punjab situation would be controlled within a short 
time. But the situation remains unchanged. We, under the call of the NCCI 
[= National Council of Churches in India] and Catholic Bishops Conference, 
observed 18 December 1987 as a day of prayer and fasting for a just and 
peaceful solution to the Punjab issue. 


oe Drought and ecological imbalance. Unprecedented drought situation has 
gripped some parts of the nation .... Though we undertake immediate relief 
activities such as digging bore wells, etc., the underground water level is 
going down year after year. Scientists relate this phenomenon with the 
ecological imbalance in different regions of the world. We are called upon 
not only to respect the resources of God-given nature but also to care for and 
consciously protect and develop the available resources of nature like the 
forests, minerals, water resources, etc. 


One or two greedy generations should not plunder all natural resources for 
themselves without any care or concern for posterity. The concern for the 
integrity of the whole creation should form part of our mission to the world. 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘God and Caesar in Nigeria' EPS 88.05.51 


This item, by a “special correspondent", appeared earlier this year in longer 
form in the British Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet. Nigeria is divided in 
religious allegiance mostly between Islam and Christianity. 


... When political activity is banned, religion can fill the void. That is 
what has happened in Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, where 
religious and political allegiance runs deep. ... A French news agency 
abruptly announced to the nation in January 1986 that Nigeria had joined the 
OIC, the Islamic Conference Organization. It was at this point that religious 
divisions and rivalry began to fill the political void. Controversy became 
more strident as positions for and against membership hardened, while the 
government, headed by General Ibrahim Babangida, adopted a bizarre silence. ... 


The proponents both of the Islamic and of the Christian point of view on the 
OIC generated much heat but little light. The bitter polemic that continued 
throughout that year may have been viewed by the government as a safety valve 
for the expression of opinion and beliefs, rather than as a threat to the 
unity and continued existence of the country. 


Whatever complacency may have existed, however, was shattered by the scale of 
the rioting which followed ... [an] incident in March 1987. The Muslim 
reaction to an undoubted provocation was so well orchestrated that President 
Babangida did not hesitate to call it an abortive coup d'état by civilians. 
Some 150 Christian churches were destroyed in Kaduna state and once again 
there was an exodus of southern Christians from parts of the north. At this 
stage there was a real possibility of a religious war. 


The aftermath was marked by bitter recrimination and acrimony between Muslim 
and Christian groups and leaders. A white paper issued by the Kaduna state 
government, based on the report of the panel that investigated the riots in 
July, distinguished between social, economic, and religious causes. A 
tribunal headed by Justice A. G. Karibi-Whyte was established to try those 
arrested for complicity in the disturbances and has carried out its assignment 
in business-like manner. 


Most important of all, the federal military government established an advisory 
council on religious affairs. Established in June last year, and composed of 
24 members, half of whom were Christian and the other half Muslim, the 
advisory council was a genuine attempt by the government to bridge the 
religious divide and to reinforce national unity. ... 


On the Muslim side were Sheikh Abubakar Gumi and Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki, the 
most influential leaders of Islam in the north, and others from the more 
tolerant western region. The council was ... representative of both Christian 
and Muslim communities. What was missing, it would seem, was the will to 
make it work. 


An interview with Abubakar Gumi ... shortly after the advisory council had 
held its first meeting, infuriated many Nigerian Christians. ... [He] spoke 
openly of his wish to see the country become an Islamic republic. His idea of 
Nigerian unity is clear from the answers he gave: "If we want Nigeria to be a 
great country ... we have to follow one faith. ... I don't think we can accept 
a Christian to be our leader unless we are forced. ... Nigerian unity ... is 
to try to convert Christians and non-Muslims as much as possible - until the 


other religions become minority and will not affect our society." Sheikh 
Abubakar Gumi also drew the logical conclusion to his reasoning when asked, 
"What if Christians do not accept Muslims as their leader?" "Then", he 


replied, "we have to divide the country.” [over] 


nigeria/2 


... [By the end of last year,] it was becoming clear that neither a basis nor 
a will for dialogue existed. ... At the same time, ... the first step towards 
a return to political life and civilian rule was being taken. Elections for 
local government councils were held throughout the country on 12 December ... 
with candidates entering the contest as individuals. Despite accusations of 
abuse and malpractice in certain constituencies, the results have won general 
acceptance - which is the real test of authenticity in any Nigerian 
election. The absence of political parties and groupings reduced friction 
and this may well be taken as a pointer to the future. 


In spite of this successful beginning, the obstacles that have to be overcome 
before parliamentary democracy and civilian rule can be restored in 1992 are 
great. A national census of population has been promised and it is important 
for the country that the exercise be successful. There are believed to be 
over 100 million Nigerians, but nobody knows for certain. There has been no 
non—controversial census in Nigeria since before independence in 1960, 
although the government accepted the figures for the 1963 census as a basis 
for planning. To include data about religious allegiance at this juncture 
would make an already difficult task impossible. 


There is concern also about the shape which the government proposes for the 
future parliamentary democracy - a two-party system as in the United States. 
The aim is to create truly national parties devoid of a narrow ethnic base, 
but the danger is that there will be division along religious lines instead, 
thus making the situation worse. In his interview, Sheikh Gumi explained that 
a two-party system would not polarise Nigeria into north and south but "it 
will be Islam against Christianity". There is some evidence that voting in 
the recent local elections was partly dictated by religious fervour, and there 
was jubilation [in some quarters] to see Christians elected in supposedly 
Muslim areas of the north. 


The extent to which religion has taken the centre of the stage in Nigeria 
should now be clear. It intrudes even into economic questions. President 
Babangida's third budget since coming to power was introduced in January and 
contained no surprises: the same austerity, though not more, with the state 
continuing to subsidise oil so that petrol and transportation is relatively 
cheap. 


Insofar as there has been economic contention in recent months, religion has 
been the cause. An offer by the Islamic Development Bank to bail out the 
Nigerian economy was interpreted by Christians as another attempt to identify 
the administration with Islam. In spite of the attraction of such a loan, 
the military government could not afford to take any further risks, having 
burnt its fingers over OIC membership. 


The [Roman] Catholic bishops have been vigilant throughout this period of 
uncertainty. In a statement on the religious disturbances in Kaduna state 
and other related topics, they noted with dismay the erosion of vital basic 
principles of peaceful co-existence in recent years and the possibility that 
"this country would have been set ablaze and, perhaps collapsed as a corporate 
entity." The Christian Association of Nigeria ... [which groups most of the 
country's notable denominations,] was even more strident. Muslim leaders 
have been equally vigilant and forthright. 


It is no wonder that the Advisory Council on Religious Affairs has foundered 
and appears moribund. As Nigeria prepares for a return to civilian rule, it 
is clear that there will be difficulty in extricating religion from politics, 
so aS not to give to Caesar the things which belong to God. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Christian Martyrdom' EPS 88.05.52 


This is excerpted from an editorial in the London-based Roman Catholic weekly 
The Tablet. It comments on Vatican's formal declaration last year that 85 
people put to death in post-Reformation years in the British Isles are saints. 


... At its simplest level, the beatification on 22 November of 85 martyrs ... 
is an expression of gratitude from today's Catholic community [in the British 
Isles] which feels a sense of identity with those heroic forebears and values 
the heritage of faith they handed down. The fact, however, that it has taken 
centuries to determine who precisely merits the title of Christian martyr, to 
disentangle politics and religion in a context where both interlocked, and, 
most difficult of all, to analyse the motives of persecutors and persecuted 
alike, is a powerful reason for proceeding with caution when attempting to 
draw lessons from their sacrifice. The religious context in which they are 
honoured is worlds away from the context in which they died, and their witness 
must not be misused. ... 


Surrendering life for a conviction or a cause does not establish its truth. 
Christians have died for versions of Christ's teaching incompatible with each 
other; the truth of those versions or of elements within them cannot be 
decided merely by pointing to those who have died for them. And taking the 
larger world into account it is evident that people are willing to surrender 
their lives for all kinds of beliefs and causes some of which the great 
majority of mankind would regard as reprehensible. 


Perhaps the only safe general conclusion is that willingness to lay down life 
for conviction's sake is so awesome a sacrifice that it always, except where 
minds are clearly unbalanced, deserves respect, and that it is almost 
certainly a signal that something profoundly serious is at stake, and 
therefore deserves more than normally close attention. 


The church's exhaustive processes for identifying the genuine Christian martyr 
show that it is alive to these problems. Those who are victims of persecution 
do not by that fact qualify as martyrs in the strict sense. Nor do fanatics 
as ready to kill for their convictions as to be killed. Nor is the Christian 
martyr looking for bayonets to die on; hatred or contempt for life itself 
would disqualify, as would self-hatred and self-loathing. 


The martyr must value life and be reluctant to lose it. The truth he chooses 
to die for must be sustainable on other grounds than subjective conviction. 
He must be killed for his religious faith, not as a political opponent or for 
other secular reasons. 


The positive requirements are no less rigorous. The Christian martyr must 
die first and foremost as a witness to the sovereignty of God over all other 
human demands and duties, and out of devotion to Christ as God incarnate and 
to his Word as he believes it to be. That, essentially, is the common core 
of all Christian witness unto death and the ground for honouring such martyrs 
beyond the bounds of denomination. 


But the spirit in which the Christian martyr dies is no less important. The 
Christian martyr lays down his life not simply in a spirit of defiance, or 
hating and scorning his persecutors; but in a spirit of love and forgiveness, 
-emulating the Lord whom he follows. He dies for them, not to damn them. 
His death completes the life of many, perhaps private, perhaps lifelong, 
battles to achieve truth and virtue, when at last he is wholly possessed by 
love. ... [The martyrs'] prayer, in Thomas More's words, was that they and 
their persecutors might one day all be merry together in heaven. And that 
must also be our prayer. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Théo Buss: 'Perestroika and the Russian Orthodox Church" EPS 88.05.53 


Buss is editor of SOEPI, a French-language counterpart to EPS. He was in the 
Soviet Union last month. This item is slightly adapted from one which 
appeared in longer form in SOEPI. It was translated by the Language Service 
of the World Council of Churches. 


A page seems to have been well and truly turned in the history of church-state 


relationships in the Soviet Union. As*-*a , "result’~. df£."“the, “policy + ee 
"perestroika" (reconstruction, restructuring), persecution is out and 
cooperation in. The dialogue between the authorities and the churches is of a 
high quality. The Russian Orthodox Church is renewing its internal 


structures; it is rebuilding its churches, getting back some of its 
monasteries, and making ready to celebrate joyfully ... the 1000th year of its 
existence. 


In an article in Izvestia [the government-run daily] in January, Constantin 
Khartchev, president of the Religious Affairs Council of the USSR Council of 
Ministers, publicly expressed regret for the errors which stained official 
religious policy under Stalin, Krushchev, and Brezhnev. He recognized the 
"losses" sustained by the religious communities in the same period, and 
announced the introduction of a new policy towards the [country's] 40 
religions, churches, and sects - based on respect for human rights, freedom of 
conscience, more democracy, and "glasnost" ("transparence" or "“openness"). 


Although the new law governing relations between the state and the religious 
communities is still being prepared, a number of freedoms have already begun 


to be implemented. For example, parents wishing to have their children 
baptised need no longer present their passports or be registered. Soviet 
radio and television have begun to cover certain church events. In 


Byelorussia, the Ukraine and Russian Federation [where Buss’ travelled], 
Christians are flocking to the liturgies of the Russian Orthodox Church, the 
number of baptisms is increasing, churches and monasteries are being renovated 
and reopened. 


In 1987 alone, 18 churches were reopened. In the first quarter of 1988, 20 
new churches were put into service. The authorities are cooperating either by 
undertaking the renovation of buildings which have not been returned to the 
church or by allocating building materials so church people can renovate 
reopened churches. [In the preparations for the 1000th anniversary,] state 
authorities are lending a hand by making premises available and assisting with 
transport and accommodation. They will also be represented at the festivities. 


Used as a state orphanage until 1983, the Danilov monastery in Moscow today 
shines as bright as a new-minted coin. Handed back to the church in 1983, it 
now houses 30 monks, the residence of the patriarch and the Holy Synod [of 
bishops], the patriarchate's foreign affairs department and a number of other 
services. Three churches and two chapels there are in constant use, which 
gives a good idea of what is now happening everywhere, close to Moscow or 
distant from it. 


The fervour shown by Christians reflects renewal proceeding throughout the 
church. The number of vocations is increasing; seminaries have doubled their 
Capacity; many youth are taking part in religious services. A local council 
of the Russian Orthodox Church is to meet at Zagorsk (the famous monastery 70 
kilometres from Moscow) 6-9 June [EPS 88.05.42; 04.59]. 


If [various restructuring proposals are put into effect], the way will be 
opened for a radical transformation which could bring the Russian Orthodox 
Church into even closer contact with the contemporary world. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gérard Heinz: ‘Revelation and Mass Media' EPS 88.05.54 


Heinz is director of Oberlin publishing house in Strasbourg (France). This 
item is excerpted from his presentation at last month's ecumenical 
consultation on communication in French-speaking Africa [EPS 88.04.105; 05.41, 


53]. It was translated by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches. 


.-. Despite the many differences between them - revelation, on the one hand, 
and mass media, on the other, display convergences and even agreements such 
that a critical solidarity can constantly be established and discovered 
between them, and issue in a fruitful cooperation. 


There are essential convergences. There is more than just one convergence 
between the Creator God and human creativity. Via elements such as scenario, 
movement, the wide public, radio and tv are essentially very close to the 
phenomenon of revelation. 


It is in and for the world and with the public in view that the creative work 
is accomplished. Like communication via the media, the gospel revelation 
requires human mediation. Both are adapted beforehand to the relationship, 
and to the message conveyed. 


There are convergences of style. The norm for both evangelisation and the 
mass media is beauty, which is as essential for them as truth or love. This 
beauty is not just a semblance; it can be the beauty which God reveals in His 
glory. 


There are convergences at the anthropological level. Both revelation and the 
modern media address themselves to the whole human being via both the image 
and the word. Like the media, the revelation of God in Jesus Christ is 
communicated by mediators whose shared characteristic is that they are not so 
much masters (teachers) as witnesses. ... 


Both revelation and the mass media ... reflect the need for communication. 
At the level not only of their essence and of their message and 
anthropologies, there is a tension in their relationship between the two poles 
of denial and challenge. 


Far from being purely negative, this tension is full of profound convergences 
of such a kind that, for the first time in history, revelation has the 
possibility given to it of full deployment within a broad space of 
communication, and human beings have the opportunity for a pluri-sensorial 
encounter with revelation. For both parties, the fundamental language of the 
dialogue between them is that of both speech and image. ... 


The practice of a new total language is only possible at the audio-visual 
level if apprenticeship to this new technology is taken seriously and 
accompanied by the realisation that the media are the parables which reflect a 
new world needing to be learnt and understood from within. 


Here the merely utilitarian and instrumental idea of the media which is too 
often cherished by the churches must be repudiated and a change of attitude 
effected as the only way to make encounter and dialogue possible. 


One condition for such a change is the abandonment of outright condemnation of 
a secularization supposedly accelerated by the media and the encouragement of 
a confident and lucid adoption of a new humanism whose convergences with the 
language and content of revelation are more _ potent than the evident 
divergences. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Okomba Wetshisambi: 'Using Mass Media in Africa' EPS 88.05.55 


Okomba is a professor of sociology and communication at the Institute of 
Information Sciences and Techniques in Kinshasha (Zaire). This item is 
excerpted from his presentation at last month's ecumenical consultation on 
communication in French-speaking Africa [EPS 88.04.105; 05.41, 52]. It was 
translated by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. 


...- Knowledge of the African Christian communities is the chief pastoral 
problem which arises when the use of the mass media on a large scale is 
envisaged. No other problem makes sense if we do not begin by posing the 
outstanding fundamental, radical, and pastoral question: "Who is the African 
human being to whom Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed?" ... 


As a matter of urgency, the churches need to acquire a deeper knowledge not 
only of the African human being who is the product of the African town, but 
also of the African peasant with roots in his or her local territory and 
attached to its traditions. For there is ignorance of Africans of both these 
types 7 °Ar? 


We must avoid the mistake of thinking that, merely by modernising the means of 
communication, all our communication problems will be solved. ... To shower on 
the African, whether town-dweller or peasant, programmes of mass communication 
without having first studied him or her thoroughly would be like treating a 
patient without first of all making a diagnosis, like thinking up some product 
without considering how it is to be marketed, or like launching a military 
operation without having first reconnoitred the terrain or consulted the 
weathermen. ... 


The second need for Christian communication in Africa is to establish a 
two-way and lateral communication within the churches and between them. If 
the Word of God is to be relevant today, if a two-way flow of information 
upwards and downwards or inwards and outwards is to be created within each 
Christian community, and if a bilateral exchange of information between the 
communities and churches is to be encouraged, then a one-way linear Christian 
communication is quite inadequate. 


It must be replaced by a genuinely reciprocal and lateral communication which 
alone matches the character of faith's message and the need of the Christian 
communities and churches in Africa for cohesion and unity. What needs to be 
created is a new information order and a new order of Christian communication. 


Within a church, reciprocal communication creates the conditions for cohesion 
and solidarity among its members. Thanks to information from the grassroots, 
leaders of the Christian communities will be better aware of the concerns, 
needs and expectations of their members. They will be better able to offer 
solutions, to propose solutions recommended by the teachings of the church, 
and so to safeguard the cohesion of all. 


Information from the centre or "top" enables the leadership of the church to 
keep church members informed about the life and activities of the institution 
and to offer them regularly the doctrinal light they need to face up to their 
daily problems and to respond to the challenges of our time as Christians. 


Lateral information, whereby the communities of one and the same church or of 
several churches exchange experiences and information, helps to draw their 
members closer together psychologically. It paves the way to cooperation not 
only in the propagation of the faith but also in the field of social and 
cultural development. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/18) 


The new (April) issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of Mission has 
as its theme Your Will be Done - Biblical Reflections. The issue looks 
forward to next year's WCC World Mission Conference, in May in San Antonio 
(Texas/USA). A copy is available from WCC PUblications, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. , 


Information on the launching in Nigeria of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity With Women is available from Christian Council of Nigeria, 
Institute of Church & Society, Oyo Road, Box 4020, Ibadan, Nigeria. 


Empowering the People For Health and Development is the theme of the new 
(April, #102) issue of Contact, a bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Way to Namibian Independence is the theme of the new special issue 
(April) of PCR Information. It includes ‘basic data', a ‘chronology of 
colonisation', information on the church in Namibia, UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) and ‘why South Africa resists it'. There is also a 
section on Swapo, the principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia: 
‘From Worker's Organization to Liberation Movement'. The booklet's appendices 
include an address by Swapo President Sam Nujoma, and suggestions for further 
reading. It is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Re: EPS 88.04.11: There are two people who consider themselves, and who are 
considered by their followers, as the catholicos patriarch of the ‘Church of 
the East'. One, Addai II, is based in Baghdad. He was part of the Iraqi 
church delegation which visited Geneva last month, as reported in EPS. The 
group he leads is the Ancient Apostolic Catholic Church. The other, Mar 
Dinkha IV, is based in the United States, near Chicago. The group he leads is 
the Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérese Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 6 May. The next 
is scheduled for ll May. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are 25 and 31 May, and subsequent Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE SEEKS Ecumenical Press 
WAYS OUT OF KOREAN DIVISION Service 88.05.56 


INCHON (South Korea) - An annual ‘day of prayer for peaceful reunification' of 
Korea, divided since 1945, is among several proposals from an International 
Christian Consultation on Justice and Peace in Korea (here, 25-29 April). The 
date would be 15 August, the anniversary of Korea's liberation from Japanese 
rule. 


Sponsored by the National Council of Churches in Korea, with co-sponsorship by 
the World Council of Churches and Christian Conference of Asia, the meeting 
attracted more than 300 participants from nearly 20 countries. 


Its message [EPS 88.05.72,73] recalls that Korea's division was ‘proposed in 
1945 by the USA to facilitate the surrender of Japanese troops. The USSR 
agreed. Now, four decades later, what was once seen as a temporary division 
grows wider and threatens to become permanent. This is an intolerable burden 
for the Korean family and nation. It also poses an ever-present threat to 
the peace of the region and the world. 


‘For too long', it continues, 'the world has ignored the suffering of this 
divided people. Koreans themselves, filled with doubt and fear, kept their 
pain to themselves. When they did decide to speak out, they were met with 
acts of repression by state authorities who for decades have manipulated the 
people's longing for reunification for their own narrow political interests. 
The silence itself has been oppressive and ominous. Thanks be to God that it 
is now broken. People are recovering their voice.' 


Fourteen of those invited were denied entry to South Korea, though official 
assurances had been given that all invitees would be given visas. Some visas 
were refused, and others were withdrawn once given. Some people were turned 
back on arrival at the airport, including all the invitees from Eastern Europe 
(USSR, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, German Democratic Republic), four people from 
Japan and one each from Federal (West) Germany and the United States. The 
consultation message calls it '‘'disturbing that religious leaders are being 
singled out for discrimination in this shameful fashion.' 


No North Koreans were part of the consultation. Participants expressed 
sadness at that. 'We are painfully aware', they said, ‘that in issuing this 
message, the Korean voice is necessarily limited to that of Koreans living in 
South Koea and abroad, and to ecumenical friends of many nationalities. We 
long for the day when the full story can be told, reflecting the views, 
perspectives, and experiences of Koreans in the North as well.' 


A world-wide ecumenical process on the issue of Korean reunification began in 
Tozanso (Japan) in 1984 at a meeting organized by the WCC Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. It has led to several ecumenical visits 
to North Korea and meetings with state authorities in both north and south, 
seeking to promote reunification. In September 1986, North and South Korean 
Christians celebrated the eucharist together, for the first time since the 
division [EPS 86.10.03]. 


Speakers at the consultation here included David Kwang-sun Suh (South Korea) 
on a Korean theology of the cross and resurrection, and Wolfgang Huber (FRG) 
- on East-West confidence-building and tasks for the church. Sumiya Mikio 
(Japan) was one of those refused entry to the country. His paper on the 
Korean reunification and the role of Japan was read. A paper on Christian 
response to Korea's division could not be presented because its author, Peggy 
Billings (USA), was also refused entry. Bible studies were led by former WCC 
general secretary Philip Potter. [EPS] 


GORBACHEV, PATRIARCH Ecumenical Press 
MEET IN THE KREMLIN Service 88.05.57 


MOSCOW - In a highly unusual encounter, Patriarch Pimen and five other leading 
hierarchs of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church met (29 April) for two 
hours with Soviet Communist Party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. The 
last such publicized meeting between the country's top church and state 
leaders involved Josef Stalin and three hierarchs in September 1943. 


Soviet tv showed a report of the meeting at the beginning of its main evening 
news programme. The country's newspapers carried prominent reports. The 
Kremlin, site of the meeting, includes several church buildings which no 
longer function as such since communist rule began 70 years ago. 


Gorbachev told the church leaders that Soviet believers ‘have the full right 
to express their conviction with dignity." He noted ‘our differences in world 
outlook', but said Soviet policy on religion must assure the church's right to 
‘carry out its activity without any outside interference.' 


The Soviet leader called religious persecutions a ‘departure from socialist 
principles'. He added that ‘mistakes made with regard to the church and 
believers in the 1930s and the years that followed are being rectified.' 


The Soviet news agency Tass reported that the bishops ‘raised a number of 
specific matters connected with ensuring the normal activity of the Orthodox 
church.' Gorbachev, it added, said the government will ‘attentively examine 
them and take necessary decisions.' [EPS] 


EIGHTEEN ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
INTERNSHIPS LAUNCHED Service 88.05.58 
GENEVA - Frontier Internship in Mission has launched 18 internships for this 
year - 12 of them South-South. Based here, FIM is an ‘instrument for 
ecumenical mission agencies to augment and extend frontier work between 
religious and community-based organizations.’ Its interns - aged 25 to 45, 


including some with spouse and children - are sent and received by councils of 
churches, student and popular movements, and research/documentation centres. 


FIM internships focus on ‘religious resurgence' and political conflict, 
interfaith cooperation and the encounter of cultures, and long-term solutions 
to systemic economic injustice. The intern spends two years on a project, 
followed by a one-year ‘re-entry project' with his or her sending organization. 


Four FIM internships are still unfilled - in Liberia on religious resurgence, 
for an African; Senegal and Gambia, Christian-Muslim cooperation, an African; 
Philippines, Christian-Muslim cooperation, an Asian; Chile, economic justice, 
a southern African or a Malaysian. 


Among organizations paired in other internships are the Catholic Institute for 
International Relations (London) and the Inter-Hemispheric Education Resource 
Centre (in the US state of New Mexico), student movements in Namibia and 
Zaire, ecumenical agencies in Puerto Rico and Mexico, the Middle East Council 
of Churches and the Interfaith Project (London), the MECC and the Ecumenical 
Coalition on Third World Tourism (Bangkok), the National Student Movement of 
Kenya and the Centre for Society and Religion (Sri Lanka), Latin Americans for 
a Human Economy (Uruguay) and the Christian Council of Zambia, the Christian 
Council of Lesotho and Southerners for Economic Justice (USA), the Christian 
Fellowship for Development (Thailand) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania. One project, ‘Solidarity with Palestinian People,' involves work in 
both Europe and the Middle East. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA PANEL HEARS SWAPO Ecumenical Press 
PRESIDENT, ANGLICAN BISHOP Service 88.05.59 


WASHINGTON (John Evenson) - Diplomats from the United States, South Africa, 
Angola, and Cuba were holding ‘talks about talks' in London in the latest 
attempt to bring some resolution to the ongoing wars in Namibia and Angola. 


At the same time, Namibian church and political leaders were testifying (here, 
2-4 May) before a World Council of Churches hearing on the plight of their 
country. But in the church meeting, held in a large hearing room of the US 
Congress, words were not tempered by diplomatic niceties. 


The international panel was led by former Nigerian President Olusegun 
Obasanjo. The testimony before it focused on the illegality of the South 
African occupation of Namibia and its immoral acts in ruling the former League 
of Nations trust territory. 


The president of the Council of Churches in Namibia, Anglican Bishop James 
Kauluma, told the packed chamber that farmland and homes of church members are 
the 'playing grounds of destructive atrocities by the South African troops’. 


He said the moral fabric of the nation is being seriously undermined by South 
Africa, as it conscripts young Namibian men into its army, turning them into 
‘anti-social elements' prepared to brutalize and spy on their own families ‘in 
return for crumbs from the table of their colonial occupying masters’. They 
become ‘drug abusers, rapists and sadists'. 


Kauluma spoke painfully of young men no longer worshipping at the churches of 
their parents. Instead they are ‘crowding around the South African military, 
listening to pseudo religious propaganda' designed to divert them from their 
heritage. 


He said that the church continues to preach the gospel in spite of this 
occupation: ‘We continue to tell the people that those who oppose justice, 
peace, independence, and unity among us oppose God's will, for He is the 
source of all they oppose.’ 


Earlier, Sam Nujoma, president of Swapo, the principal group fighting South 
African control of Namibia, told the panel that the ‘hearings are taking place 
at a critical time in the struggle for the Namibian people's liberation.' 


‘South Africa's atrocities have become too numerous to mention', Nujoma said. 


He added that the US insistence that Cuban troops leave Namibia's northern 
neighbour Angola before South Africa quits Namibia provides Pretoria with a 
"convenient excuse to perpetuate its illegal occupation of Namibia.’ 


The hearings were organized by the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) to 
‘focus world attention on the issue of Namibia’. 


In addition to Obasanjo, the panel included Lisbeth Palme, widow of Swedish 
prime minister Olaf Palme; Carl Mau, an American and the former general 
secretary of the Lutheran World Federation; and Walter Cooke, former Jamaican 
minister for public affairs. Walter Makhulu, the Anglican archbishop of 
‘Central Africa and a WCC president, represented the council at the hearings. 


According to James Mutambirwa, PCR associate director, the hearings were held 
in the United States because of its crucial role in delaying the cause of 
Namibian independence. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA PANEL HEARS Ecumenical Press 
ACTIVIST THEOLOGIANS Service 88.05.60 


WASHINGTON (John Evenson) —- ‘The earth is soaked with the tears and blood of 
the former and present generations', said Namibian Lutheran theologian 
Zephaniah Kameeta in a testimony that held the attention of a packed hearing 
room here. Kameeta was one of the witnesses during three days of hearings on 
Namibia sponsored by the World Council of Churches [EPS 88.05.59]. 


Also speaking on the third day was South African theologian Allan Boesak, 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The last day was of special significance to the Namibians present. Ten years 
ago, 4 May 1978, South African soldiers killed more than 600 Namibian refugees 
—- mostly women and children - at the Kassinga refugee camp in southern 
Angola. All over Namibia, and in many parts of the world, Christians were at 
prayer remembering the deaths of the refugees, and of countless others who 
have died in a land some call ‘the forgotten child of Africa’. 


'The land and sea, out of which minerals, food, and energy resources are being 
stolen, are giving you witness', said Kameeta, who has himself spent time in 
South African jails in his country. "But, in spite of the powerful witness 
of history, the world claims not to know of this. ... The world wants to hear 
more and more. They are starting to enjoy our suffering.' 


South Africa's control of the former German colony was decried again and again 
by witnesses during the hearing. ‘If we should be silent, even the stones of 
Namibia would start shouting', said Kameeta, alluding to the attempts of the 
South African government to keep Namibians from revealing conditions in the 
mineral-rich land. 


Boesak said it would be ‘tragic if the priority that the people of Namibia 
should enjoy on the agenda of the world, would simply be squashed by what is 
happening in South Africa itself.' Boesak, who is also a leader of the 
banned United Democratic Front, said South Africa is 'profoundly dangerous' to 
all people in the region. 


‘I still am capable of being stunned', Boesak said, telling of the news report 
that South African troops in Namibia were celebrating the South African 
‘triumph' at Kassinga. 'To use this day to celebrate the cold-blooded murder 
at Kassinga is a demonstration of the evil that has concentrated intself in 
the South African government', Boesak said. 


He and others called for increased sanctions against Pretoria. ‘Until the 
safety net provided for South Africa by the major Western countries and Japan 
is taken away, they have no reason to change', he said. 


It was change that every witness called for, not the reforming of apartheid, 
but the implementation of the UN plan for Namibia's independence, as proposed 
by the Western powers in 1978. The role of the current US administration was 
singled out for concern, even derision, by many of the speakers. 


But the hope for a change was addressed in the closing remarks by former 
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, who chaired the panel. He noted that 
while the hearings were taking place, a committee of the US Congress had 
approved a bill that would impose more stringent sanctions on South Africa. 
While there is a long road ahead before such a bill becomes law, 'the 
commendable efforts of the authors of the bill are very much appreciated by 
the WCC panel', he said. 'That is America in its greatness.' [EPS] 


USA: PALESTINE REACTIONS Ecumenical Press 
WATCHED BY CHURCH OFFICIALS Service 88.05.61 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - US church officials with a special interest in Jewish 
relations are giving careful attention to the way Christians deal with issues 
related to the Palestinian uprising. 


"I've been spending more and more time on the Middle East since the uprising 
began', says Jay Rock, Jewish-relations secretary for the National Council of 
Churches. Wrestling with the Middle East, he adds, is hardly the most 
‘fruitful' approach to furtherance of Christian-Jewish relations. But his 
growing involvement in the area, he notes, has been required by the calls of 
newly-emerging interfaith groups wanting to play some kind of reconciling role. 


Church criticism of Israel has been a perennial irritant in Christian-—Jewish 
relations, and Israel's handling of the uprising has brought a new round of 
negative comment from church bodies and individual church officials. 


Rock says, however, that he does not think Christian-Jewish relations have 
been significantly damaged thus far. He says this is partly because of 
church efforts to speak with sensitivity, and partly because the Jewish 
community itself has been divided in its reaction to Israeli policy. 


In February, the NCC executive committee adopted a 'Message of Concern' about 
the violent clashes on the West Bank and in Gaza. It was written with 
deliberate restraint to allow the greatest possible level of common effort 
with Jews who are also disturbed by the stance of Israel. 


When the NCC Jewish-relations committee met 18 April, Jewish representatives 
expressed appreciation for the gesture, Rock says, though they then went on to 
object that the NCC still gives inadequate attention to the historical context 
of Israeli actions. 


Although some Jews criticize Israel severely and many take issue with Israeli 
tactics in the current turmoil, the Jewish community on the whole insists that 
the basic problem remains the refusal of Arab countries, except Egypt, to 
accept the existence of Israel. 


So Jews tend to argue that any analysis of Middle East violence errs if, like 
the NCC statement, it highlights the ‘disproportionate and often brutal' 
action of the Israeli military, and does not call attention to Arab 
responsibility for the plight of the Palestinians. 


Critics of Israel in the churches, however, tend to argue that the basic 
problem is Israeli refusal to recognize the rights of the Palestinians. So 
these critics see Israel's shooting and beating of Palestinians not as the 
desperate necessities of Israeli security, but as outrageous attempts to 
suppress the legitimate Palestinian struggle for self—determination. 


‘There is tremendous potential for damage to Christian-Jewish relations', says 
Bruce: Robbins, Jewish-relations officer for the United Methodist Church. 
Members of his denomination have been among Christians sharply critical of 
Israel lately, he says, and he himself signed one critical statement. What 
has kept the debate from becoming a Christian-Jewish confrontation, he adds, 
has been the criticism of Israel from a significant number of Jews. 


Rock says he hopes a consultation can be held in the near future for a joint 
exploration of the issues by representatives of the NCC and Jewish 
communities. [EPS] 


CHURCH AND OTHER REPS CALL FOR Ecumenical Press 
MORATORIUM ON PATENTED ANIMALS Service 88.05.62 


WASHINGTON -— Church and other representatives have called for a moratorium on 
the patenting of animals. 


The call came from a consultation, near here (22-24 April). It was 
co-sponsored by the New Creation Institute, [US] National Council of Churches, 
Humane Society of the United States, International Network for Religion and 
Animals, Foundation on Economic Trends, United Methodist Church, Center for 
the Respect of Life and the Environment, and the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


Theme of the meeting, attended by about 30 people, was 'Respect for Life and 
the Environment: Ethical and Theological Aspects of Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology’. 


The call for the patenting moratorium follows a US patent last month to the Du 
Pont Company for a genetically-altered mouse which is especially susceptible 
to cancer. Such mice can then be used more readily to test whether small 
amounts of various substances cause cancer. 


US Patent Commissioner Donald Quigg says the US Patent Office is considering 
granting 21 other patents on genetically-altered animals. 


The consultation calls the decision to patent genetically-altered animals ‘a 
matter of deep philosophical and spiritual concern. It portends fundamental 
changes in the public's perception of, and attitude towards animals, which 
would be regarded as human creations, inventions, and commodities, rather than 
as God's creation and subjects of nature.' 


It also calls the decision ‘hasty, preempting the necessary debate'. It lists 
matters needing ‘sustained public debate' as ‘the current practice of 
combining human with nonhuman genetic material, unknown risks to human life, 
the probable suffering of the animals in question, provision for their humane 
care, the risk of adverse environmental impacts, and the possibility of 
deleterious economic and social effects on farmers and consumers worldwide.' 


In another consultation declaration, on ‘ethics and theology', participants 
call the ‘ethical, environmental, socioeconomic, and theological ramifications 
of genetic engineering and patenting of life ... profound'. They point to the 
probability that the integrity and future of creation will be placed in even 
greater jeopardy if our power over the genesis of life is not exercised 
prudently and with reverence to help to ... heal the earth and ourselves.' 


Other examples of genetically-altered animals already developed are a 'geep' 
(a combination of a goat and a sheep), mice which secrete in their milk a 
human drug used in treating heart attacks, fish more resistant to low 
temperatures, and pigs with human growth hormones genetically bred into them. 


US policy currently allows patents involving all animals except human beings. 
Quigg reiterated last month that his agency will patent human beings. [EPS] 


Norwegian prime minister visits Ecumenical Centre EPS 88.05.63 
GENEVA -— Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland visited the World 
Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and other church organizations 
at the Ecumenical Centre here (3 May). In an address to staff members in the 
centre chapel, she urged church support for emphases and issues raised in the 
report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, which she 
chaired [EPS 88.03.67] [EPS] 


Sri Lanka: RC bishops appeal for reconciliation EPS 88.05.64 
COLOMBO - The Roman Catholic bishops of Sri Lanka have issued a pastoral 
letter calling for peaceful coexistence among the island's various ethnic and 
religious groups. The bishops say they ‘cannot remain silent in the 
atmosphere of violence and hate, fear and suspicion, and political confusion' 
currently existing in the country. [EPS] 


Japan: Kagawa centennial planned EPS 88.06.65 
TOKYO - This year (10 July) is the 100th anniversary of the birth of Japanese 
Christian theologian, evangelist, and activist Kagawa Toyohiko. Several 


centennial events are taking place in Japan and elsewhere during the year. 
Kagawa died in 1960. Though there is wide acknowledgement of his various 
accomplishments, some are also drawing attention to occasional statements in 
his writings which reflect discrimination against handicapped persons, Korean 
residents in Japan, the poor, labourers, and the outcast buraku people. Ono 
Ichiro, a pastor and former vice-moderator of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan) says that as one influenced by Kagawa in his youth, he thinks 
that were Kagawa alive today he would say: 'The discrimination which existed 
in me was wrong. First, please make this clear. Then, repent and change the 
discrimination in the church. And only then, celebrate the centennial of my 
birth." The issue of the discriminatory attitudes in Kagawa's writings first 
surfaced with posthumous publication of his collected works, in 1962. [EPS] 


Church of England in Zimbabwe formed EPS 88.05.66 
HARARE - As an outgrowth of the Church of England in South Africa, an 
independent Church of England in Zimbabwe has been formed. Though both bodies 
have Anglican roots, neither is part of the official worldwide Anglican 
Communion. Almost all Anglicans in the region belong to the Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa, or the Church of the Province of Central Africa. 
CESA representatives have been critical of what they describe as the political 
involvements of official Anglicanism in the region. [EPS] 


Amity plans 600,000 Bibles for 1988 EPS 88.05.67 
NANJING (China) - A production target of 600,000 Bibles and 200,000 New 
Testaments with Psalms in Chinese has been announced for this year by the 
Amity Printing Press here. The press, which began operating last October, is 
owned by the Amity Foundation, a social-service organization set up at the 
initiative of Chinese Christians. [EPS] 


India: group asks church to put its own house in order EPS 88.05.68 
KOTTAYAM - In a memo to the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India, the 
Christian Fellowship Forum has questioned the propriety of the bishops 
fighting for concessions from the government for '‘low-class Christians', when 
such people are denied benefits within the church. The memo expresses concern 
about Christian institutions catering only to the rich, and questions low 
wages paid to workers in them. It also suggests that one in five places for 
appointments and admissions in Christian institutions be reserved for 
‘low-class Christians'. A 1950 Indian government order recognises only 
low-class ('scheduled caste') Sikhs and Hindus as eligible for preferential 
government treatment. One rationale for not including Christians is that when 
people become Christians, the social discriminations associated with caste are 
no longer operative. [EPS] 


India: Polish nun warned not to criticize abortion EPS 88.05.69 
RAIPUR (Madhya Pradesh) - A polish nun who runs a leper rehabilitation centre 
in the Roman Catholic diocese here has been told by a local official that she 
may preach her religion, but not criticize abortion. The nun was circulating 
handbills during a local festival against abortion. The official said the 
handbills were an example of anti-national activity prohibited to foreigners 
by Indian law. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Pauline Webb: 'The Media as a Frontier of Mission’ EPS 88.05.70 


This is excerpted from the annual Mark Gibbs Laity Lecture, last November in 
San Leandro, California. Webb retired last year as organizer of religious 
broadcasting for the external services of the BBC. She is a member of the 
communication committee of the World Council of Churches. 


--- In what sense is it appropriate to speak of the media in terms of 
‘mission', since that word too has become a heavily loaded one in 
ecclesiastical usage? Perhaps the best way of defining what is meant by the 
use of such a term in this context is to make clear what it does not mean. 


'Mission' is not the same activity as evangelism, which might well be defined 
as preaching for a verdict, a practice for which it seems to me the mass media 
are singularly inappropriate. 


... It seems to me that evangelism ought never to be conducted as a monologue, 
a one-way process of communication, which is what the mass media are 
inevitably bound to be. 


Nor ought it to address people as a mass, but rather as particular men and 
women ready to hear and receive a message sensitively attuned to their own 
specific needs. 


Nor should it be conducted at a distance, but rather through the encounter of 
life with life in which the word is not only heard, but embodied, made flesh 
and blood in a shared humanity which speaks from a position of weakness rather 
than strength, and in an attitude of compassion rather than coercion. 


None of that is authentically possible in the mass media. 


The humble sower of God's word, the broadcaster, has to be content to let that 
word accomplish whatever God shall please, leaving it to others to have the 
evangelistic joys of reaping a gospel harvest wherever that seed takes root, 
is nurtured, and brings forth fruit. 


Similarly, recognizing the media as a frontier of God's mission in the world 
does not mean using them as a public-relations exercise or a recruiting agency 
for the church or any other religious body. It is by their fruits that these 
shall be known, not by their reputation. ... Of course, modern-day disciples 
have their place in media coverage, but that is earned by the story they have 
to tell, not by any publicity others may seek on their behalf. 


Thirdly, to see the media as a realm of mission does not mean regarding them 
as a classroom for delivering moral precepts from some lofty pedestal. There 
are moral standards that ought to be observed by all who work in the media but 
they are not necessarily nor exclusively Christian, even though they may echo 
many of the inherited values of Christianity. 


The Christian journalist works alongside colleagues of many different personal 
persuasions and shares with them the ethical dilemmas and particular pressures 
peculiar to this exposed and responsible profession. There is a need for 
journalists to work out together codes of conduct which take into account both 
the scope and the limitations of their craft. 


If the church is going to help its lay army on this frontier of mission, it 
needs to recognize these pressures, to appreciate the professional expertise 
required, and to stimulate discussion on the role of the media with all who 
want to see them contributing to the creation of a mature and responsible 
society. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth Ferris: ‘Refugees: More than a Crisis' EPS 88.05.71 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Present trends in refugee and asylum_ situations are ominous. The 
international refugee protection system developed with such care and concern 
in the postwar era is breaking down. There have been crises before with 
refugees, but today the system itself is eroding. 


In large measure, the international system of refugee protection is breaking 
down because of the actions of Western governments - the very governments that 
took the lead in building the system of international conventions and 
multilateral organizations to respond to the refugee situation in the postwar 
era. 


Today, for a number of reasons (notably modern transportation and 
communication networks, as well as economic and political difficulties in 
countries of first asylum) more people are seeking asylum in Western 
countries. In the United States, for example, up to a million Central 
American refugees have entered the country over the past eight years seeking 
security from the on-going political violence of El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Nicaragua. All but a handful live without any legal status whatsoever. Many 
have continued on to Canada in search of safe haven. 


Asylum-seekers are also making their way to European countries in greater 
numbers. Many Western European governments have experienced a 300 or 400 
percent increase in the number of asylum-seekers over a three-year period. 
But while the increases in numbers of asylum-seekers are real, they are hardly 
the 'flood' of asylum-seekers portrayed by conservative politicians. 


West Germany, a country of 61 million people, had 57,000 asylum-seekers last 
year. Swaziland, with a population of 700,000, had 67,000. In 1987, fewer 
than 4000 asylum-seekers entered the United Kingdom, a country of 57 million 
people, while Sudan, with only 23.5 million people, hosted close to a million 
refugees. In the first six months of 1987, only two asylum-seekers were 
granted asylum in the United Kingdom. There have been no reported cases of 
refugees turned back from Sudan's borders. 


In response to these increased numbers, European and North American 
governments had revived images that the 'boat is full', and fears of national 
cultures being swept away by the refugees. After two boats of Asian 
asylum-seekers arrived in Canadian ports, the government introduced tough new 
refugee legislation. Among other provisions, the proposed law would impose 
harsh fines for ship and airline captains bringing asylum-seekers into the 
country and would make it a crime for a Canadian to advise a person to come 
directly to Canada to apply for asylum (instead of going through the 
resettlement procedure). 


But Canada was only following the lead of European governments who have 
imposed fines on airlines bringing passengers without proper documention, 
introduced visa requirements, developed lists of ‘safe countries' to which 
asylum-seekers can be returned (even if they have only passed through transit 
for a few hours) and taken other deterrence measures. 


What does this all mean for the international system of refugee protection? 
UNHCR has traditionally been entrusted with providing for the protection of 
refugees and has largely fulfilled its mandate with integrity and compassion. 
But today UNHCR, like other UN bodies, is coming under increasing pressure. 
[over] 
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In the last few years, UNHCR has been appallingly silent on some important 
asylum issues in Northern countries, such as the US government continuing to 
turn back ships carrying would-be Haitian asylum-seekers. (Of the more than 
12,000 Haitians intercepted since 1981, only two have been judged worthy of 
lodging an asylum claim.) And UNHCR has been conspicuously absent from many 
closed European inter-governmental meetings to 'harmonize' asylum policy. 


To be fair, UNHCR did intervene forcefully when the French government deported 
12 recognized refugees to Gabon last January, but such actions have 
unfortunately been the exception. And that same month, the UNHCR ordered the 
burning of 121,000 copies of UNHCR's Refugees magazine because it contained a 
17-page article on West Germany. Though UNHCR said the reason was to ensure a 
completely accurate report on the situation there, many non-governmental 
organizations and church bodies saw this action as a clear sign of UNHCR 
reluctance to criticize a powerful government which is a major UNHCR donor. 


Given its financial dependence on Western governments, UNHCR's caution in 
criticizing Western governments is perhaps understandable. Western 
governments do not want UNHCR to vigorously pursue its protection mandate in 
their countries. In other words, UNHCR is to be commended by them for trying 
to protect refugees in Africa, but not in Europe or North America. But when 
UNHCR is silent on protection problems in these regions, individuals suffer. 
And UNHCR's ability to defend the rights of asylum-seekers elsewhere is called 
into question. 


In January 1988, the Thai government began pushing back boats containing 
Vietnamese seeking asylum. By mid-April, at least 1000 Vietnamese had been 
pushed back; some reports put the number of known deaths at over 150. The 
reaction of the international community was overwhelming in its silence. Most 
European governments as well as Canada and Australia, expressed understanding 
for the Thai government's position. 


Of course they were understanding. The Thai government used exactly the same 
justification they use in preventing asylum-seekers from reaching their 
borders. These were not refugees at all, they explained, but rather economic 
migrants who had used racketeers and smuggling rings to cross Kampuchea and 
embark on small boats across the Gulf of Thailand. 


It's true that under international law, only governments have the right to 
determine whether or not an individual will be granted refugee status. But 
the UN Charter of Human Rights lists as a basic human right the right of 
individuals to leave their countries and seek asylum. Of course, many of 
those who claim asylum are economic migrants and there has certainly been 
abuse of the asylum process. But when the Thai government pushes back people 
without giving them a chance to explain their reasons for leaving, when a 
British airline refuses to allow an asylum-seeker on a plane because his or 
her documents are not in order, the right of asylum is diminished for everyone. 


Few individuals fearing political persecution have their documents ‘in 
order'. Terrified people turn to smugglers and racketeers when there is no 
other way out of the country. To use those arguments is to foreclose 
protection to many in genuine, desperate need. To use those arguments is also 
to forget history, to forget lessons bitterly learned when the fate of the 
Jews seeking protection during World War II became known. Every time UNHCR 
keeps silent and every time an asylum-seeker is prevented from arriving by a 
host of ever more sophisticated measures, the right of asylum is eroded. 


And the churches are challenged to step into the breach. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘The Human Cost of Division in Korea' EPS 88.05.72 


This is excerpted from the message of the International Christian 
Consultation on Justice and Peace in Korea, 25-29 April, in Inchon, South 
Korea (EPS 88.05.17,73). 


The division of the Korean peninsula is in the first instance the result of 
the Cold-War military and ideological confrontations of the superpowers who 
have perpetuated this division in their own narrow self-interest. The Korean 
nation has been the victim. 


The Korean War between 1950-1953, a direct result of division, devastated the 
land and claimed a toll of six million dead and wounded, including both 
Koreans and combatants of other nationalities. The Kwangju massacre in May 
1980 was yet another tragic manifestation of division. 


The continuing human cost of this unwanted division is immense. More than 
ten million persons have been separated from families and loved ones. The 
women of separated families have suffered especial economic hardship and 
sexual discrimination, since these wives and widows are expected, according to 
social custom, to forego remarriage. 


Sex discrimination has been an integral part of the patriarchal culture of 
domination in Korea, which exacerbates the divided people's suffering. Young 
women are exploited as labourers, are victims of sexual violence and drawn 
into prostitution. 


Division has been justified by state authorities in both North and South Korea 
in the name of national security. Some participants have personally 
witnessed or endured systematic violations of human rights, including torture, 
unwarranted arrest and imprisonment of suspected critics of the ruling power. 
The dominant ideology of the national security state in the south is 
anti-communism. 


This ideology has strengthened the hand of the powerful and the privileged. 
It is both product and perpetuator of division, instilling in Koreans hatred 
against their own sisters and brothers from whom they have been divided. 
There have been reports of arbitrary detentions and other violations of human 
rights in the north as well, indicating that there too, preoccupation with 
national security takes its toll. 


The division of Korea extends beyond the peninsula and cuts’ through 
communities of Koreans living abroad. For example, Koreans in Japan are 
victimized as a consequence of the history of colonial domination and 
division. Koreans in Sakhalin [controlled by the Soviet Union] have been 
denied the right to return to their homes. Tensions on the peninsula are also 
reflected in Korean communities elsewhere. 


The distorted notions of security which have become part of the political 
culture of division have placed an onerous burden on the economies of both 
parts of Korea, with disproportionate sums spent on arms and military 
preparedness to the detriment of the people and national economic 
development. The presence of US troops and nuclear weapons in and around the 
peninsula, and of Soviet missiles targeted on Korea, expose Koreans and their 
neighbours to the risk of nuclear confrontation which has the potential to 
escalate into global conflagration. Under division Korean culture has become 
militarized and has suffered the imposition of foreign influences which 
displace the traditional values on which community is based, and drive the 
wedge separating the two parts of Korea ever deeper. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Recommendations for Church Action on Korean Divison’ EPS 88.05.73 


This is excerpted from the message of the International Christian 
Consultation on Justice and Peace in Korea, 25-29 April, in Inchon, South 
Korea (EPS 88.05.17,72). The National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) 
includes six denominations: Presbyterian Church of Korea, Presbyterian Church 
in the Republic of Korea, Salvation Army in Korea, and the Methodist, 
Anglican, and Evangelical Churches in Korea. 


..-The division of Korea is reflected in the life of the church .... 
Denominationalism, internal division, theological dispute and internal power 
struggles and systemic discrimination against women threaten the unity of the 
body of Christ. 


The church too suffers the hostility which comes with the ideological 
obsession with anticommunism, which in some quarters is equated with the 
Gospel. This ideology militates against the Christians' calling to be 
reconcilers in society. 


It is also seen in the attitudes of some South Korean Christians whose 
idolatrous ideology of anticommunism makes it impossible for them to accept 
the reality of worshipping communities and the continuing living witness to 
the Gospel in North Korea. 


... We urge the churches bound together in the NCCK ... (2) to widen their 
dialogue to include Christian churches in Korea which are presently outside 
the ecumenical movement, inviting their comments on and reactions to the 
Declaration as a means towards the development of a common Christian stance on 
peace and reunification; 


(3) to further broaden the dialogue with people of other faiths, seeking to 
draw upon the fulness of the profound spiritual and cultural resources of the 
Korean people; (4) to strengthen solidarity with minjung ['people's 
theology'] movements for the realization of democracy and justice as the 
foundation of peace and reunification; 


(5) to use all the means of communication available to the churches, such as 
the Christian Broadcast System; (a) to engage all Korean citizens in a broad 
and open discussion of the people's deeply felt desire to participate in 
decisions regarding the reunification of the Korean nation; and (b) to build 
relationships of trust and confidence between people in North and South; 


(6) to confront the enmities which have come to characterize the South Korean 
society, seeking to replace the idolatry of enemy images with the concept of 
love for neighbour, which is at the centre of the Christian Gospel; and (7) 
to intensify efforts to obtain the release of political prisoners and 
prisoners of conscience detained in the name of national security. ... 


We call on Koreans in all countries to remain in solidarity with each other 
and with the struggle for justice and peace in the Korean peninsula. We call 
on the international ecumenical community to reaffirm its solidarity with the 
suffering Korean people and to continue to provide the positive support which 
it has given over the years. 


We call upon the churches in the four countries most directly involved with 
Korea (USA, USSR, Japan, and China) to advocate with their governments the 
adoption of a clear statement that they will pursue the peaceful reunification 
of Korea as a matter of policy. ... We reaffirm the responsibility of the 
ecumenical family and the churches of South Korea to broaden and deepen their 
contacts with the fragile Christian community in North Korea. ... [EPS] 
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A report on the visit of Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, to the Armenian 
Catholicosate of Cilicia is available from the Catholicosate, Antelias, 
Lebanon. 


IDOC (Via S. Maria dell'Anima, 30; 00186 Rome) is organizing a training course 
for documentalists from Southern countries next 3 November to 2 December. An 
active knowledge of English is essential. Applications are available from 
IDOC. 


Empowering the People For Health and Development is the theme of the new 
(April, #102) issue of Contact, a bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Way to Namibian Independence is the theme of the new special issue 
(April) of PCR Information. It includes 'basic data', a ‘chronology of 
colonisation', information on the church in Namibia, UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) and ‘why South Africa resists it'. There is also a 
section on Swapo, the principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia: 
‘From Worker's Organization to Liberation Movement'. The booklet's appendices 
include an address by Swapo President Sam Nujoma, and suggestions for further 
reading. It is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The New Fisher Folk: How To Run A Church-Related Conference Centre, edited 
by Werner Simpfendorfer, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 3.75 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses on Fifty 
Years of Ecumenical Social Thought. It is available from WCC Publications, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (April) issue of Blueprints (a journal of the Frontier Internship in 
Mission programme [EPS 88.05.58]) includes articles on organising women in the 
United States, international solidarity efforts with a campus-ministry base, 
development-education priorities, rural violence in Brazil, the cross and the 
sword in the Spanish discovery of America, women as community organizers in 
marginalised communities, Arab Christian participation in the Middle East, and 
challenges to the relevancy of international mission. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 11 May. The next 
is scheduled for 26 May. 


Upcoming EPS deadlines are 25 and 31 May, and subsequent Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


UNITED METHODISTS DISCUSS DOCTRINE, Ecumenical Press 
HOMOSEXUALITY, UNIVERSITY IN AFRICA Service 88.05.74 


ST LOUIS (Missouri/USA) (Frances Smith) - The United Methodist Church - whose 
9.6 million members are found mostly in the United States, but also in more 
than a score of other countries - emerged from a meeting of its top policy- 
making body united about a doctrinal statement, still opposing homosexual 
practice, and promising to start the first UMC university in Africa. 


The 996 delegates to the once-every-four-years UMC General Conference (here, 
26 April-6 May), were drawn together by a new hymnal and worship book. More 
than 90 percent of the delegates voted for it - the first new UMC book of 
hymns and liturgical material since the denomination was formed in 1968. 


The new book includes many more hymns by Methodist pioneers John and Charles 
Wesley, retains old favourites like ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers' and 'Battle 
Hymn of the Republic' despite what some object to as their militaristic 
imagery, adds new hymns, and draws more on ethnic-minority traditions. 


Delegates restored the word ‘his' in 35 references to God in the Psalms, 
although the Hymnal Revision Committee wanted a translation without such 
gender references to God. 


In recent decades, United Methodists have been in the forefront of the 
anti-war and civil rights movements. And, thanks to feminist efforts, a third 
of conference delegates were women, and women chaired four of 12 conference 
committees. 


When conservative evangelicals within the denomination failed to reverse this 
social-activist trend, they turned their attention to attacks on UMC 
"theological pluralism', with particular objections to liberation, black, and 
feminist theologies. 


A committee named in 1984 to look at the theological section in the UMC Book 
of Discipline undertook a thorough rewriting. But some objected that its 
resulting document put relatively too much emphasis on Scripture. 


A conference committee here took account of various criticisms and brought 
forth a doctrinal statement which seemed to please just about all the 
delegates. It does not endorse biblical fundamentalism; it encourages church 
members to begin their theological reflections not only from Scripture, but 
also from personal religious experience, and concerns about social injustice. 


The university proposed by United Methodist bishops in Africa [EPS 86.10.84; 
87.02.106] was endorsed enthusiastically, but funding is far from sure. 
Delegates put 10 million US dollars for the start-up fund into the 410- 
million UMC budget for 1989-92. Ten million more is to be sought in voluntary 
church contributions. The school is expected to be located in Zimbabwe. 


Homosexuality has been a major conference agenda item since 1972. Delegates 
continued the UMC ban on ordination or appointment of 'self-—avowed practising 
homosexuals', reaffirmed that the practice of homosexuality is ‘incompatible 
with Christian teaching', and continued a ban on any general UMC funds being 
used to advocate acceptance of the practice. 


However, persons on both sides of the issue agreed to call for a four-year 
study of homosexuality, to gather 'the best biological, psychological and 
sociological information’ on the subject, as well as theological and ethical 
analysis. [over] 
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Delegates declined to ask UMC bishops to appoint clergy to the unofficial 
mission body known as the Mission Society for United Methodists, reaffirming 
that the UMC Board of Global Ministries is the UMC's only official mission 
agency. 


Major statements on economic justice and the global debt crisis continued the 
UMC public witness for economic justice which dates from the 18th-century 
origins of the Methodist movement. General Conference statements were sharply 
critical of international corporations and military spending. Delegates said 
western countries and banks, as well as wealthy individuals in developing 
nations, must bear the burden of resolving the international debt crisis. 


A strongly-worded resolution on the Arab-Israeli crisis called on Israel to 
stop beatings and killings, stop destroying Palestinian homes, and negotiate 
with Palestinians and the Palestine Liberation Organization over Palestinian 
demands including 'fair and just distribution of disputed lands'. 


The conference endorsed participation in ecumenical efforts of the World 
Council of Churches and the [US] National Council of Churches to facilitate 
reunion of separated Korean families in North and South, and urged governments 
to further mediation, interchange, peace, and reconciliation there. 


On Mozambique, the conference condemned the war being waged against the 
government by the Renamo guerrilla movement, and supported giving to projects 
aiding Mozambicans. Besides urging the United States to recognize Angola, 
delegates asked UMC bishops to send an international delegation to meet church 
and government officials there. 


A boycott of Royal Dutch/Shell products was approved, but put on hold until 
the UMC Judicial Council rules whether it abides by new guidelines for 
Starting churchwide boycotts. The conference rejected calls for complete 
divestment by the UMC Pension Board in companies involved in South Africa, 
calling rather for selective divestment and shareholder advocacy. 

The conference supported the right of the Filipino people to. self- 
determination and national sovereignty and urged the US government to replace 
military aid with economic aid benefitting poor people. Delegates also: 

— opposed the production of nuclear weapons; 

- condemned abortion as a means of birth control, or to select a child's sex; 

— denounced a movement to make English the sole official US language; 

- accepted a 9000-word paper on the farm and global ecological crises; 

-— condemned the 'sin' of sexual harassment in church and society; 


— opposed dumping toxic waste in areas of heavy ethnic-minority population; 


- called on UMC-related health-care institutions to take the lead in providing 
hospices and home health care for people with the disease Aids; 


- endorsed the 'consensus' developed by the Consultation on Church Union in 
the quest to unite nine US-based denominations; 


— affirmed continued UMC participation in the World and [US] National Councils 
of Churches; [EPS] 


REFORMED LEADERS IN Ecumenical Press 
SOUTHERN AFRICA APPEAL Service 88.05.75 


GABORONE (Botswana) - A meeting of about 60 Reformed leaders and other 
representatives from southern Africa and other parts of the world has decided 
to establish a regional office for southern Africa. 


Most directly involved would be members of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches in 10 countries - South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, Zaire, 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, and Angola. 


The week-long meeting (here, 25-30 April) was chaired by WARC President Allan 
Boesak, a South African theologian prominent in the fight against the racial 
policies of his country's white-minority leadership. 


In a four-part call, the Reformed leaders urged ‘study, prayer, and prophetic 
witness and action in order to confront the oppressive policies of the 
apartheid regime in South Africa as these impact the lives of people in our 
region.' 


They also encouraged South Africa's neighbours to 'continue to organize 
programmes of aid and assistance in order to reduce their financial dependence 
upon South Africa.' The governments of those countries were asked to 
‘continue their support to refugee victims of apartheid, and to the liberation 
movements' in the region. 


Describing ‘the context' of their meeting, participants noted that ‘the 
churches are divided in southern Africa, and especially in South Africa, and 
this situation hinders the witness the church must make .... Those of us who 
belong to the Dutch Reformed family have become aware of our own separateness, 
and of our dependency upon the white Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa' 
(NGK). 


Participants observed that in the three non-white South African denominations 
formed under NGK auspices, as well as in Dutch Reformed denominations in 
neighbouring countries, the NGK '‘'pays the salaries of some of our clergy, 
provides money for programmes, and determines faculty and curricula at our 
seminaries. Economically, ecclesiastically, and theologically, most of our 
churches are in a colonial situation under' the NGK. 


Participants said they are convinced that the NGK is ‘blinded by the ideology 
of apartheid to such an extent that she is now even aware of her bondage. If 
a disaster should occur in South Africa, the world will have reason’ to hold 
the NGK 'co-responsible with the regime for such a disaster.' 


The statement also says that other Reformed denominations in the region are 
‘aware of our own guilt for the way in which we have wittingly and unwittingly 
supported the apartheid regime by the participation of some of our pastors, by 
our perpetuation of separate ethnic and racial denominations, and by our 
reluctance to seek an authentic and meaningful unity among our churches. 


‘As a result ... we became acutely aware of the need for solidarity among our 
churches in resisting the unjust regime in South Africa which, in pursuing its 
present oppressive policies, is a danger not only to the people of South 
Africa, but to the entire region of southern Africa. 


'We are determined, as prophetic witnesses of the gospel, to make the world 
aware of both the truth and the danger of our present situation in the 
southern region of Africa.' [EPS] 


ORTHODOX YOUTH DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL PARTICIPATION Service 88.05.76 


PRESOV (Czechoslovakia) -— About 20 Eastern and Oriental Orthodox young people 
from 13 countries met for a week here (1-8 May) to discuss possibilities and 
problems for ecumenical participation by Orthodox youth. 


After noting various external difficulties, the statement from the youth 
observes that '‘'the principal handicap to Orthodox witness within the 
ecumenical movement arises from conditions within the Orthodox churches 
themselves. There is a lack of Orthodox consensus on the Orthodox role in the 
ecumenical movement, which derives from a lack of practice of unity and 
catholicity in the Orthodox church as a whole.’ 


The youth say that as ‘ecumenism is not a major priority within the Orthodox 
churches, nor do the Orthodox churches find their priorities central to the 
ecumenical movement. In a similar way, the priorities of the Orthodox youth 
movements are not central to the ecumenical youth movement.' 


Among external obstacles to Orthodox ecumenical participation, the youth focus 
on ‘the continuing practice of proselytism by certain Christian groups. ... 
Proselytism often exploits human weakness and ignorance, particularly that of 
Christian believers who are poorly informed about their own faith and 
tradition .... Proselytism by its nature is anti-ecumenical, and provokes a 
response of anti-ecumenism from those who are its objective.' 


The group also notes that individual Orthodox ecumenical representatives ‘can 
find themselves isolated, as is often the case with Orthodox youth 
participants in international ecumenical meetings .... They may find 
themselves confronted with theological assumptions and terminology which is 
not their own. ... They may find themselves barely tolerated for the sake of a 
superficial unity, without regard for genuine disagreements or respect for 
cultural differences.' 


Another problem the youth cite is ‘ecumenical worship ... since it derives 
primarily from non-Orthodox sources and does not adequately reflect the 
Orthodox experience in faith. Orthodox regret that theological discussion is 
frequently divorced from the general life and practice of the ecumenical 
movement, and restricted to specific circumstances.' 


The consultation was organized by Syndesmos (the world fellowship of Orthodox 
youth) and the World Student Christian Federation, in consultation with the 
Sub-Unit on Youth of the World Council of Churches. 


The group's report concludes with nine recommendations, including to: 


- increase education in Orthodoxy and encourage Orthodox liturgical renewal 
‘to provide a solid base for Orthodox young people's ecumenical involvement'; 


- increase inter-Orthodox youth contacts, especially in Eastern Europe and the 
Third World; 


- encourage local Syndesmos movements to participate in local ecumenical 
activities, and to join WSCF; 


- raise the visibility of ecumenical activities at the Syndesmos General 
Assembly, held every three years; 


- increase Syndesmos contacts with international Roman Catholic youth and 
student movements. [EPS] 


International reunion of Huguenots EPS 88.05.77 
NIMES (France) - The eighth world reunion of descendants of the Huguenots 
(16th-century French Reformed Christians) takes place here in September. [EPS] 


Switzerland: controversy surrounds selection of RC bishop EPS 88.05.78 
CHUR - Controversy has followed the pope's appointment of Wolfgang Haas as a 
bishop in the Roman Catholic Diocese here, which includes Ziirich, the 
country's largest. Haas is to automatically succeed the current bishop when 
he leaves office. Though the pope appoints Roman Catholic bishops, in this 
diocese, the cathedral chapter (a group of priests) has had the right to 
choose the diocesan bishop from among three Vatican-proposed candidates. 
Naming Hass as an auxiliary bishop with right of succession has bypassed this 
procedure, and prompted some protests in the diocese. [EPS] 


GDR: church newspapers under pressure EPS 88.05.79 
BERLIN - In recent weeks, Evangelischer Nachrichtendiest, a church-related 
news service, and four regional church newspapers -— Die Kirche and Potsdamer 


Kircher ([United] Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg), Mecklenburgische 
Kirchenzeitung (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg), and Glaube und 
Heimat (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia) — have been visibly affected 
by GDR (East German) government restrictions. These have included bannings of 
an issue, or white space in lieu of a censored article. A particular bone of 
contention has been church concern about GDR citizens wishing to leave the 
country [EPS 88.04.72; 05.37]. [EPS] 


Kenya: Presbyterian minister settles case with denomination EPS 88.05.80 
NAIROBI - Timothy Njoya, a controversial minister of the Presbyterian Church 
of East Africa [EPS 87.03.1200, 05.22, 9.24; 88.02.30] has accepted conditions 
for readmission to the PCEA clergy roster. The conditions were approved by a 
closed session of the 12th PCEA General Assembly (here, 26-30 April). During 
a year of probation, Njoya is to serve under another PCEA minister in Nairobi, 
not wear a clerical collar or use the title "reverend", and not undertake 
duties other than preaching and teaching. In an emotional reconciliation, 
Njoya embraced the current and past PCEA moderators. Njoya had said he was 
moved from here to a rural parish due to government pressure after his October 
1986 sermon calling for a ‘free national debate' on Kenyan society. Government 
representatives called the sermon subversive. After declining to accept the 
transfer, Njoya was removed from the clergy roster last August. [EPS] 


Kenya: Presbyterians considering sisterhood and brotherhood EPS 88.05.81 
NAIROBI - The 12th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
has resolved to start a sisterhood for unmarried women and widows interested 
in church work. The assembly also urged consideration of a similar brotherhood 
for men. In other action, the assembly called for a seminar on biblical 
‘gifts of the Holy Spirit'. This follows reports of problems in some PCEA 
parishes around this issue. It said the PCEA moderator is the denomination's 
official spokesperson, so restricting PCEA ministers from making statements to 
journalists on controversial issues. The assembly ended a special relationship 
- the only such in the PCEA - between St Andrew's parish here and the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland. [EPS] 


India: dialogue on eucharist's social significance EPS 88.05.82 
MADRAS — Indian Lutheran and Roman Catholic representatives met here for a 
fourth round of dialogue. Theme for the meeting was the 'social significance 
of the eucharist'. [EPS] 


Japan: Japanese—Portuguese New Testament planned EPS 88.05.83 
TOKYO - With the Bible Society of Brazil, the Japan Bible Society is preparing 
an edition of the New Testament with Psalms in Japanese and Portuguese for 
Japanese congregations in Brazil. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Communiqué from the Joint Working Group' EPS 88.05.84 


This is excerpted from the text released by the Joint Working Group (JWG) of 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) 
following its 1988 meeting, in Venice, 27 April-4 May. 


... [The meeting] marked continuing collaboration between the World Council of 
Churches and the different departments of the Roman Curia in a variety of 
areas. It heard reports about the Bishops' Synod on the Laity, a progress 
report on the pastoral care of mixed marriages, and collaboration on social 
issues, and potentially divisive ethical questions. 


It continued its reflection about a document to encourage ecumenical formation 
at all levels of the churches' life, and in planning a sixth report to be 
presented at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1991, 
and sought to identify future directions in a constantly deepening 
collaboration. 


The group noted with appreciation a new and significant initiative between the 
WCC and the RCC in the programme on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation. The RCC has indicated its desire to participate in the programme 
at all levels and has appointed staff to work with WCC staff in Geneva in this 
programme. National episcopal conferences are encouraged to collaborate with 
local councils of churches in study and the pursuit of the JPIC programme. 


The group continued its reflection on issues which threaten to inhibit 
ecumenical dialogue and growth. ... 


Discussion continued on the ecumenical implications of the notion of 
"hierarchy' of truths found in the Decree on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican 
Council. Work will continue with the hope of producing a final text by 1989. 


Study continued on the notion of the church, local and universal .... A team 
of theologians will be convened to develop a draft document on the theme to be 
presented to the next meeting in 1989. 


The work of the Commission on Faith and Order was reviewed with attention 
given to Catholic involvement in it. Six volumes of the churches' responses 
to the document on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry have now been published, 
with volume six including the official Catholic response. 


A report on the whole BEM process is being prepared for the next Faith and 
Order plenary in 1989. Progress reports were given, as well, on other 
continuing major [Faith and Order] studies and projects including information 
on consultations planned for the near future. 


The JWG was encouraged to note the increasing number of councils in which the 
Roman Catholic Church is a member, as indicated in a report to be published 
soon of a consultation held in Geneva, in October 1986, concerning national 
and regional councils of churches [EPS 86.10.122], and plans to explore the 
expanding ways in which councils are instruments of the ecumenical pilgrimage. 


The group reviewed the work of the Consultative Group on Social Thought and 
Action [EPS 1981, no.17, p.8], whose mandate ended with this meeting, and 
suggested plans for future structures of social collaboration between the WCC 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 


In relationship to this, a presentation of the work of Caritas Internationalis, 
including the opportunities for ecumenical collaboration within its field of 
activity, was given by its general secretary, Gerhard Meier. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Eight Global Youth Emphases' EPS 88.05.85 


This is excerpted from a message prepared by the meeting of the Youth Working 
Group of the World Council of Churches earlier this year in Guyana. 


a. dL. Women's issues (economic and sexual exploitation): We developed 
programme and action aims towards enabling young women to come together to 
work for the transformation of church and society, for cultural change, for a 
new political order and for new ways of working that empower all. 


We commit ourselves to support local, national, regional and interregional 
actions by our members to raise awareness on women's issues. We are 
committed to and welcome the WCC initiative of the 'Ecumenical Decade of the 
Churches in Solidarity with Women' [EPS 88.02.06] and call upon the ecumenical 
youth movement to continue to work against the marginalization, oppression and 
exploitation of women. 


aie Networking: We recognise the need for networking both regionally and 
globally as a means of strengthening the youth movements. Special attention 
and support for networking in the Caribbean, Africa, and North America was 
declared to enable the full participation of all young people. 


This networking process will also be highlighted as we work towards and beyond 
the Global Youth Gathering [in the early 1990s]. We also welcome the 
decision of the Pacific Conference of Churches to appoint a regional youth 
secretary and look forward to stronger interregional networks as regional 
networks are built up and strengthened. 


We note with grave concern the closure of the office of the Christian 
Conference of Asia by the government of Singapore and its implications for 
youth work. 


33 Solidarity with young people in conflict situations: We remember the 
marginalized young people in our societies and outside our churches in 
particular those living in war, violence and life-threatening situations. We 
commend to our movements and express a need for deeper urgency and action 
alongside these young people and movements. 


We protest the continued denial and violations of the basic human rights of 
peoples in these situations, particularly we encourage our movements to 
develop solidarity actions and raise the awareness of the situations of the 
Palestinians, and young people, especially in Lebanon, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, South Africa, East Timor, Philippines, South Korea, Northern Ireland, 
Haiti and Sri Lanka. We also stand in solidarity with the Armenian people in 
their struggle for their homeland and international recognition of the 
genocide in 1915. 


4. Apartheid, racism, and indigenous people: We express solidarity with the 
peoples of Southern Africa in their struggle against the racist Pretoria 


regime and its surrogates. We note the increasing use of violence by the 
South African regime in the repression of those who by conviction strive for 
the dismantling of apartheid and its concomitant results. We condemn the 
destabilization by the South African regime in the frontline states and other 
unjust acts which have led to the death, imprisonment and torture of children, 
youth and students. We call upon all youth to continue to give their 
solidarity to the peoples of southern Africa. 


We note with great concern the treatment of indigenous and minority peoples 
who in all regions of the world have been marginalized and systematically 
exploited and face the possibility of extinction. ... [over] 


youth/2 


Sis Foreign intervention: We condemn the rapid militarizing by the USA, 
France, South Africa and other countries in some regions, and the cultural 
penetration of the electronic media which are carefully orchestrated campaigns 
designed to undermine the political and cultural sovereignty of nations. In 
particular we stand in solidarity with the anti-nuclear movements in their 
protest against the French nuclear tests in Mururoa. 


We affirm the need to be in solidarity today more than ever with young peoples 
in all the regions where foreign intervention, militarism and sectarian 
fundamentalism make it more and more difficult to live a life of dignity and 
wholeness. 


We welcome the agreement reached by the USA and USSR which will lead to 
dismantling of nuclear middle and shorter range missiles. We stress this as 
being the first step in a process towards global nuclear zero, both on earth 
and in outer space. 


We remember those in several countries where the continual presence of a 
foreign army and repressive governments prevent attempts at reconciliation and 
common understanding. We urge our members to take direct action alongside 
those young people in their struggle for self-determination and independence 
from foreign intervention. 


6. Debt crises: We stand in solidarity with the peoples bent under the 
crushing load of external debts. The imposition of harsh conditions by the 
international financial institutions have threatened lives and cause even 
greater suffering among the poor and those for whom life is hardest. From 
the point of view of Christian faith, it is immoral for big international 
financial institutions who connived with military dictatorships to extract 
payment of hunger from the people who were not committed when their debts were 
contracted and who did not benefit from them. 


7% Land reforms: We also remember those where the continual lack of 
meaningful land reform means that thousands of landless peasants do not see 
justice. In particular we remember rural and landless people in Brazil and 
the Philippines. Young people, especially from the South are often victims of 
the exploitation, plundering and squandering of natural resources resulting in 
malnutrition and unhealthy living conditions. 


8. Situation of young people: We also express our concern for the people 
affected by the negative influence of video tapes and the effect it has on the 
behaviour, morals and attitudes of young people in all regions today; high 
unemployment, lack of access to education and work opportunities, government 
policies in regard to migrant workers, homeless, refugees. 


We also note with concern the high level of young people migrating in some 
countries that the socio-economic situation has given rise to. We note that 
whilst migration may seem the only course open to youth in societies which do 
not put youth and their concerns at the centre of their agendas, we support 
the struggle for change and the building of strong youth movements. 


We are in solidarity with young people in the USSR as their country is engaged 
in developments of liberalization and democratization which we believe will 
bring positive influence to the world situation in general. We celebrate with 
our sisters and brothers in the Russian Orthodox Church the millennium [this 
year] of the Baptism of Rus' .... This occasion in the life and witness of a 
sister church is cause of rejoicing among all Christians. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jay McDaniel: 'Toward a Theocentric Environmental Ethic' EPS 88.05.86 


McDaniel teaches theology at Hendrix College in the US state of Arkansas. He 
is a member of the Church and Society Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches. 


A theocentric perspective toward nature holds together both poles of our 
understanding - the specifically human and the broader context of the whole 
natural world in which human life is set. 


A theocentric ethic tries to give value to both, avoiding on the one hand the 
mistake of seeing all value as human value, and on the other hand the mistake 
of failing to accept our human responsibility for much of the world's evil and 
our call to new life in Christ. 


God holds all aspects of creation together in interdependence and creative 
tension. God's presence in all creation reveals to us that in addition to 
human beings other creatures are also subjects that have a claim upon us. 
Non-—human creatures are not merely objects to be used for our pleasure or 
instruments for human purposes, but are of value in themselves and to God. 


We are in fact part of a community of life which forms a single interrelated 
whole, and in which subjects other than ourselves have their own intrinsic 
value. How far within the web of life this intrinsic value extends, and how 
different values are related to one another, are matters of much debate. 


A sound environmental ethic, however, needs some vision of this kind to 
sustain it if it is not to become transformed into yet another means of 
asserting the overriding importance of human interests. 


Unless there is respect for the freedom of all creatures to be themselves, 
there is unlikely to be respect for the freedom of all people to be themselves. 


Within the community of life, freedom is indivisible. Here our consideration 
of the moral aspect of "the integrity of creation" is clearly tied to the 
ideas of "justice" and "peace". 


Liberation is to function at all levels of the created order. All three 
terms, "justice", "peace", and "the integrity of creation" are to be 
recognized as indispensable dimensions of a contemporary Christian ethic. 


With this awareness, we can work to build a moral framework capable of 
providing significant and inclusive nurture for all of God's people and their 
fellows-in-creation. Then we might be freed from a proud, human-centred ethic 
that has plagued many of our respective traditions for a very long time. 


The fact that so much of the universe is intelligible can strengthen faith in 
God rather than weaken it. It is not true that God is only to be sought in 
events which science cannot yet explain. Any such 'God of the gaps’ tends to 
disappear as science develops. 


The traditional picture of God 'sustaining' the universe can now better be 
seen in terms of God's continuous creative action. God creates in, with and 
under the processes science describes. God is still creating. 


So God is present in and to the world, i.e., God is immanent in it but, as the 
One who gives it being, also transcends it. So the world can be said to be 
'in God' (God is present to all of it, at all times, in all places), and yet 
the ultimate being of God is 'more than' the world. ... [over] 


theocentric/2 


The Christian faith affirms that God is Love, and as Love has joy in 
creation. The abundance and diversity of creation, especially the variety of 
living organisms, can be interpreted as reflecting the Creator's joy in 
creation and abundance of grace. 


This includes the non-human creation as well as the human ("Not a sparrow 
falls to the ground..."). 


Nevertheless, the significance of God's creative work is most fully seen in 
those creatures, in particular ourselves, which are able to make _ some 
conscious response to the fresh possibilities God opens up. 


Since God is present ‘in, with and wunder' all the changing events of the 
world, the world's sufferings, as well as its creative possibilities, find 
their reflection in our understanding of God's being. 


God suffers in and with created beings, both as they persist and in the 
process of bringing forth the new. The Incarnation and the Cross point beyond 
themselves and the redemption of humanity to the mystery of suffering within 
the whole created order. 


Insofar as human beings are self-conscious, self-transcendent and free, they 
can respond to God and consciously become co-creators with God —- or refuse to 
do so, as only too manifest in, for instance, the current destruction of the 
environment. Our very self-consciousness and freedom make us aware of evil as 
well as good and of the root of sin within us. 


In human self-transcendence and freedom, part of the created order has come to 
reflect God's transcendence and become capable of responding personally to God. 


Questions about the purpose of creation have usually been answered in terms of 
the development of this created freedom of humanity and its fulfilment in 
love. In affirming this, we now in addition also have to see all-that-is as 
created and being created by God. 


That is, we must as human co-creators with God attempt to have a theo-centric 
perspective of nature and this should be made the basis of any Christian 
environmental ethic. 


In the providence of God, the created order is an inter-connected web of 
systems at many levels from the inorganic to the human, and any ethic must 
recognise this. 


The God to whom Jesus points is active in the world as a pull from ahead 
rather than a push from behind, as the beckoning of a not-yet realized future 
rather than the compulsion of an already determined past, as the promise of 
goals rather than the brute force of goals. 


--. A recognition of God's love for each creature and of God's hope for each 
creature, can itself promote that reverence for life which is so necessary for 
contemporary Christian existence. 


The practice of empathy can be fostered if it is recognized that such empathy 
has a cosmic counterpart in God. This is to say that there is an ultimate 
point of view -- a divine perspective -- in which each creature is appreciated 
on its own terms and loved for its own sake. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'The Church in Taiwan' EPS 88.05.87 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. He visited 
Taiwan last month. This item is excerpted from an interview in Geneva after 
his trip. One WCC member, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, is based there. 
Two other WCC members, the Episcopal and United Methodist Churches (both based 
in the United States), have jurisdictions on the island. 


According to Britannica World Data, Christians are about 7.5 percent of the 
island's population of about 20 million. Most of the people are Buddhists or 
adherents of traditional Chinese folk religions. Both the government on 
Taiwan (the “Republic of China") and the government on the mainland (the 
"People's Republic of China") consider Taiwan part of one China. Each 
considers itself the government of that one China. 


--- The life of the church ... is of great significance for the life of the 
nation. For example, the Presbyterian church has two big hospitals in [the 
capital] Taipei with about 1800 beds. They have a nurses' school where they 
train people for the whole island's public hospital, high schools, ... three 
seminaries with about 400 students altogether, training in different cities 
and then training people from the indigineous, aboriginal people of Taiwan. 


So this was an occassion for me to come to know the church personally ... to 
give testimony to their belonging to a church universal, and together to 
analyse the mission of the church in Taiwan and to help in their own processes 
for setting up priorities. 


--. The church in Taiwan is concerned with human rights, in individual cases, 
care for the prisoners, their families, to be sure that they have the legal 
service that is due to them, and to ask for their release. Even the general 
secretary of the [Presbyterian] church, Dr Kao, was four years in prison, and 
I had the privilege to visit two prisoners belonging to the Presbyterian 
church in the prison of Taipei .... We had a good moment of conversation and 
of prayer, pastoral care. I was impressed by their faith, their theological 
interpretation of their suffering that they are offering as a contribution 
towards the future of Taiwan. 


But why are they in jail? Because they were raising the issue of Taiwan's 
independence and that against the [agitated] history I've described is a very 
polemic and difficult matter. ... The law in Taiwan allows for discussion of 
the issue of the future of Taiwan, but doesn't allow for advocacy or 
organising towards independence. ... You can talk about independence, but you 
cannot organise for independence. And the subtlety of the distinction whether 
it is talking or whether it is action for independence is the one that is 
being taken at tribunals and so on. 


What the church wants is to assure that every citizen has a right to confront 
the issues of the nation and to discuss really and democratically about that. 
The church is not taking sides as to what should be the final solution to that 
process, but insists that that final solution should be found to democratic 
processes of full participation by the people. 


So that brings the church at the second level in the struggle for human rights 
- not only caring for individual cases, but promoting a national debate that 
is one of the most necessary elements today. Let me say that (with all 
relativity of historical phenomena) it seems evident that the government is 
intending to open up more space for democratic freedom and ... discussion. 
Just to indicate, my own visa was granted without difficulties. ... Second, 
the fact that my visit to the prisoners was facilitated ... is also another 
indication of a loosening. [over] 


taiwan/2 


My debate with the deputy minister of foreign affairs was very creative in 
analysing with realism the total situation. There is a new opposition party 
and many new manifestations of press freedom there. 


There is still the harsh law of national security, still the deputies of the 


council that were elected in continental China over forty years ago [and who] 
sit on the council for life, so that indicates a certain limitation to the 
potential participation of the local people. 


However, I will say the signs pointing towards the future are positive. And 


the churches - especially the Presbyterian church, but I met the Catholic 


church and representatives of other churches - are willing to play their role 
in relation to that future. 


... [Ecumenically,] the churches are divided along language lines, but it is 
not simply a language problem. I mean, those who speak Mandarin Chinese coming 
from the mainland, are normally those who represent the positions of the 
government, and who are thinking globally in terms of the whole of China, and 
thinking of going back. They are churches who came from the continent to 
Taiwan - Methodists, Lutherans, Roman Catholics, etc. 


While the Presbyterian church is basically the church of the traditionally 
Taiwanese people - most of them Chinese who came three, four, five centuries 
ago to Taiwan, and others, ... about 40 percent of the members here, people 
they call mountain people, indigineous people, etc. 


So, that tension there is especially visible when you address the question of 
the future of Taiwan, the question of human rights, the question of discussion 
of options there. So that is the overwhelming difficulty of the ecumenical 
movement in Taiwan - the different origin of those churches, the different 
languages, the different ideological perspective in looking towards the future. 


However, there is an ecumenical coordinating group where most of the churches 
participate, which is able to organise things like a reception with me, and to 
cooperate together in Bible societies, in the YMCA, that kind of activity. But 
..- [there is a climate of tension] among the leadership of the churches. And 
they are conscious of that, and they would like to address that question. ... 


There is eagerness to know what is going on in continental China. They are 
amazed and praise the Lord for the news about this spreading of the gospel in 
China .... In that sense, there is a great curiousity. There is a certain 
mistrust of how much the leadership of the church in China represents the 
actual feelings of the grassroot people in continental China. ... 


I think that this is a point where ecumenical international service needs to 
be rendered by facilitating the encounter of [Christians from Taiwan and those 
from the mainland. What I did reassure church people on Taiwan about is that 
the World Council of Churches does not act like the United Nations,] where if 
you have the goverment of Beijing, you cannot have the government from Taipei. 


We are not talking about nations, we are talking about churches, and in every 
country there are several member churches, so there is no reason why churches 
from mainland China and churches from Hongkong, from Macao, from Taiwan 
couldn't be full members of the World Council without any obligation to unite 
or surrender because the political model of the United Nations is not the 
commanding model for the World Council. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/20) 


WCC Publications 1988 is a ‘complete list of [WCC] books, periodicals, and 
audio-visual resources.' A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Empowering the People For Health and Development is the theme of the new 
(April, #102) issue of Contact, a bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Way to Namibian Independence is the theme of the new special issue 
(April) of PCR Information. It includes ‘basic data', a ‘chronology of 
colonisation', information on the church in Namibia, UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 (1978) and ‘why South Africa resists it'. There is also a 
section on Swapo, the principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia: 
'From Worker's Organization to Liberation Movement'. The booklet's appendices 
include an address by Swapo President Sam Nujoma, and suggestions for further 
reading. It is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The New Fisher Folk: How To Run A Church-Related Conference Centre, edited 
by Werner Simpfendorfer, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 3.75 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses on Fifty 
Years of Ecumenical Social Thought. It is available from WCC Publications, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (April) issue of Blueprints (a journal of the Frontier Internship in 
Mission programme [EPS 88.05.58]}) includes articles on organising women in the 
United States, international solidarity efforts with a campus-ministry base, 
development-education priorities, rural violence in Brazil, the cross and the 
sword in the Spanish discovery of America, women as community organizers in 
marginalised communities, Arab Christian participation in the Middle East, and 
challenges to the relevancy of international mission. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérese Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 26 May. The next 
is scheduled for 1 June. 


Usually, EPS deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. Variations are noted here. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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marginalised communities, Arab Christian participation in the Middle East, and 
challenges to the relevancy of international mission. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS will 
offer three or four special issues during the meeting, and will try to meet 
special coverage requests made in advance. Journalists are welcome to cover 
the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. This issue was printed 26 May. The next 
is scheduled for 1 June. 


Usually, EPS deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. Variations are noted here. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


::THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 6 JUNE!! 


ANGLICAN—LUTHERAN GROUP CALLS Ecumenical Press 
FOR ‘IMMEDIATE FULL COMMUNION' Service 88.05.88 


LONDON/GENEVA - An international committee of Lutheran and Anglican bishops 
and theologians says the time has come for the ‘immediate establishment of 
full communion' between the two traditions. The 116-paragraph report from the 
Anglican-Lutheran International Continuation Committee was released 6 June. 


After discussing the ‘nature of the church and its mission', and 
‘requirements' for that mission, as well as 'truths we share', the committee 
reflects on the ‘application to Anglicans and Lutherans', and offers several 
‘practical steps' to ‘full communion'. 


The committee met last year in Niagara Falls (Ontario/Canada) on the heels of 
an Anglican-Lutheran consultation on 'episcopé' - 'pastoral leadership, 
coordination, and oversight’ in the church. 


The committee sees 'no longer any serious obstacles on the way towards the 
establishment of full communion' between the two traditions, with ‘differences 
in the practice of episcopé' the 'chief remaining obstacle'. Such differences 
have centred around the ‘historic episcopate' - bishops who trace their 
succession ‘back through history to at least the end of the second century’. 


Anglicans consider all of their bishops to be part of such an episcopate, 
whereas Lutherans (who do not always use the term 'bishop' for ministers who 
exercise episcopal authority) have bishops who would and others who would not 
be considered part of such a succession. 


The committee notes that differences in episcopé in the two traditions 'serve 
as the focal point for mutual fears and suspicions, prejudices and distorted 
perceptions', but, it says, it has identified 'perspectives on this topic 
which we believe can help our churches to overcome their differences, as well 
as ground and shape full communion, and assist its structural expression.' 


Among other things, 'We conclude that it is a mistake to hold that there is 
only one criterion which must be satisfied, that of an unbroken chain of 
ordinations from the apostles' time, if one church is to recognize another as 
truly apostolic.' 


Also, ‘neither of our churches is able to claim such a degree of faithfulness, 
that is a continuity in either doctrine or order, as would enable it to sit in 
judgment on the other. Nevertheless, both our churches have been given by God 
sufficient faithfulness to the apostolic gospel that today we can recognize 
each other as sister churches. ... 


‘Formal recognition of each other's ministries so that our’ churches 
acknowledge a relationship of full communion between them cannot simply mean 
that neither church changes', the committee adds. 'Nor can it mean that either 
church changes merely to meet the expectations and requirements of the other.’ 


Co-chairing the committee are English Anglican Bishop David Tustin and 
Tanzanian Lutheran Bishop Sebastian Kolowa. Its recommendations go to the 
sponsors - the Lutheran World Federation and Anglican Consultative Council. 


Decisions on ‘full communion' are up to individual national or regional 
churches within each communion. Since 1982, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and the [US-based] Episcopal Church have had a relationship of 
‘interim eucharistic sharing’. [EPS] 


tiTHIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 6 JUNE?! 


CHANGES ASKED OF LUTHERANS, Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICANS FOR FULL COMMUNION Service 88.05.89 


GENEVA/LONDON - In urging ‘full communion' between Anglicans and Lutherans 
[EPS 88.05.88], the Anglican-Lutheran International Continuation Committee 
urges 'changes in current practice' -— four for Lutherans, three for Anglicans. 


Lutherans would revise their terminology so all who ‘exercise an ordained 
ministry of episcopé' ('pastoral leadership, coordination, and oversight') are 
called "bishop or suffragan [assistant] bishop'. (Besides 'bishop', Lutherans 
use titles such as 'president' and 'superintendent' for such people.) 


Lutheran bishops would be ‘elected and called until such time as death, 
retirement, or resignation terminate their incumbency', rather than for a 
specified period of years. They would become bishops, ‘in accordance with the 
[fourth-century] Council of Nicea', with ‘a laying-on of hands by at least 
three bishops' (with at least one to be Anglican). And, it would be 
Lutherans' ‘unfailing practice that only bishops or suffragan bishops ... 
preside at all ordinations of clergy.' 


Three changes are asked of Anglicans. They are to make ‘canonical revisions 
so that they can acknowledge and recognize the full authenticity of the 
existing ministries of Lutheran churches.' Also, ‘Anglican churches and 
bishops should establish and welcome structures for collegial and periodic 
review with the purpose of evaluating and improving the bishop's ministry’ 
(something also asked of Lutherans). And, they ‘should regularly invite 
Lutheran bishops to participate in the laying-on of hands at the consecration 
and installation of Anglican bishops' - a ‘symbol for mandatory mutual 
consultation and real interaction in episcopé'. 


With these changes, the report asks 10 clusters of ‘questions which imply 
reform and renewal in the area of episcopé' in both traditions [EPS 88.05.107], 
and observes that ‘these changes are not intended to imply, and do not imply, 
indifference to the gift and symbol of historic episcopate.' 


In a series of proposed 'practical steps' for Anglicans and Lutherans to 
realize full communion, it suggests that the governing body of each regional 
or national church affirm the agreement in faith reflected in the report, and 
recognize its Lutheran or Anglican counterpart(s) as a ‘true church of the 
gospel'. Then, ‘provisional structures to express the degree of unity so far 
achieved and to promote further growth' would be set up. (The report offers 
17 possibilities.) 


These steps would be the ‘basis and motivation' for implementing the suggested 
changes. Then would come a ‘liturgical occasion' by which representatives of 
each tradition would ‘publicly celebrate the establishment of full communion’. 
This would include ‘penitence for past shortcomings', ‘declaration of joint 
faith' and ‘reaffirmation of baptismal vows', celebration of the eucharist, 
covenants for the churches as a whole and their leaders to work together ‘with 
the long-term aim of fuller unity', and a ‘mutual greeting by sharing the 
peace $2i5 so as to avoid any suggestion of reordination, mutual 
recommissioning of ministries, crypto-validation, or any other ambiguity.' 


Observes Eugene Brand, secretary for interconfessional dialogue at the 
Lutheran World Federation, the new report 'makes possible a breakthrough in 
Anglican-Lutheran relations ... not because it itself breaks new theological 
ground, but rather because it appeals to both communions to act on the 
consensus [already] achieved.' [EPS] 


CHURCH HEARING ON NAMIBIA URGES Ecumenical Press 
ACTION ON SOUTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION Service 88.05.90 


WASHINGTON — (John Evenson) - The World Council of Churches-sponsored hearings 
here this month [EPS 88.05.59,60] concluded with a call for increased economic 
and political pressure to force South Africa to implement a UN independence 
plan for Namibia. 


The panel, headed by former Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, said 'South 
Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia must be dealt with as an issue in its 
own right.’ 


In a carefully-worded, but uncompromising statement, the international panel 
said the time had come for the church around the world to move from 
‘approaching' to 'confronting' governments on Namibia. 


"The struggle against the violation of human rights imposed by apartheid and 
the struggle for the independence of Namibia is a matter of faith for the 
churches', it observed. 


According to the report, ‘the terrorism exercised by the South African 
government upon its own people and its neighbours represents the most vicious 
form of terrorism found anywhere.’ 


‘While remaining committed to non-violent methods for change', it says, 
"governments should recognize that, in addition to the resistance of the 
Namibian people, the international use of force may be necessary to remove the 
terrorist South African regime from Namibia.' 


Those who sat through the three days of hearings were not surprised by the 
panel's conclusions, for the testimony by each of six witnesses from Namibia 
and by nine international church and legal experts presented a frightening 
picture of.life as it exists under South Africa's military occupation. 


‘Women, children, the elderly and the sick are the main victims of the 
terrorist South African regime because they cannot easily run away', the panel 
reported. 


‘We need to listen to the plight of the oppressed; in Namibia those people 
are the communion of believers ... women who have been raped, young people who 
have been tear-gassed ... the sick and the lame, those who have been killed, 
... those traumatized by continuous fear’, it said. 


Namibia is on the southwest coast of Africa, north of Cape Province of South 
Africa; More than 70 percent of Namibia's 1.2 million people are active 
members of Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Methodist churches. 


South Africa has illegally ruled the mineral-rich country since 1966. It was 
then that the UN General Assembly revoked Pretoria's mandate over the trust 
territory because of human-rights violations. 


In addition to Obasanjo (an Anglican), the WCC panel included Lisbeth Palme 
(Sweden, Lutheran), Howard Cooke (Jamaica, United) and Carl Mau (USA, 
Lutheran). Central African Anglican Archbishop Walter Khotso Makhulu, as one 
of its seven presidents, represented the WCC. The WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism organized the hearings with the help of the church-supported Washington 
Office on Africa. 


The panel brought its report to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
in New York (6 May). [over] 


namibia/2 
The panel's report calls on the world's governments to: 


(1) support by all means necessary UN efforts to exercise its mandate as 
guardian of the rights of the Namibian people; 


(2) take all actions necessary to assure the immediate implementation of the 
UN plan for independence; 


(3) adhere to UN council for Namibia decree number 1, which makes it illegal 
to exploit Namibia's natural resources without UN approval; 


(4) provide all necessary forms of support to Swapo (the Namibian liberation 
movement); 


(5) cooperate in the implementation of mandatory, comprehensive political and 
economic sanctions against South Africa; 


(6) guarantee the Namibian people the resources necessary to develop social, 
economic and political security once independence is achieved; 


(7) cease linking the freedom of Namibia to external issues; 


(8) increase humanitarian support for Namibian refugees in the frontline 
states. 


The United States is urged to make the immediate independence of Namibia under 
UNSCR 435 a priority for its foreign policy (UNSCR 435 is the UN Security 
Council plan for Namibian independence); disassociate itself completely from 
the system of apartheid and from the South African government, through the 
enactment into US law of comprehensive political, economic and _ social 
sanctions; increase its funding to all UN programmes directed towards the 
achievement of UNSCR 435; and cease linking Namibian independence with other 
international issues. 


The United Nations is urged to: 


(1) take necessary measures to ensure that the UN commissioner and council for 
Namibia exercise their on-site responsibilities there; 


(2) exercise its right to call for mandatory, comprehensive sanctions against 
South Africa; 


(3) offer all Namibians travelling abroad a UN-sponsored Namibian passport; 


(4) change the membership of the Council for Namibia to reflect the 
distribution of power within the UN; 


(5) direct all UN agencies to take a special interest in Namibia. 


WCG members are urged to continue in solidarity with the people of Namibia 
through regular prayers, material support and on-site accompaniment of the 
Namibian people; declare 4 May as an annual day of remembrance for Namibia 
until Namibia is free; and raise the issue of Namibia to a high level of 
consciousness among the people of each nation through all possible means. 


The WCC is urged to make Namibia a priority concern, directing all programme 
units to cooperate in the development of a comprehensive programme to reflect 
that priority. [EPS] 


CHURCH MEETING CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
MOZAMBIQUE REFUGEE PLIGHT Service 88.05.91 


HARARE (Zimbabwe)(Steve Askin) - Church workers serving an estimated one 
million Mozambican refugees met here this month for a five-day, ecumenical 
consultation on emergency aid to Mozambique and neighbouring countries. 


The meeting was under the auspices of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. 
Officials of Christian councils in Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe joined international partners to map 
strategies for expanding and coordinating aid to Mozambican war and famine 
victims. 


The ‘suffering and human degradation’ experienced by the refugees, and by 5.9 
million Mozambicans suffering from war and famine within the country's 
borders, results from the violence of a group - the Mozambican National 
Resistance (MNR) - sponsored by South Africa under a ‘deliberate policy aimed 
to destroy and destabilize the essential social and economic fabric of the 
country', charged Valentine Ziswa, who heads the WCC Emergency Consultancy for 
Southern Africa. 


In a country-by-country review of programmes and needs, Ziswa and officials of 
the Christian councils reported that: 


The Christian Council of Mozambique struggles amidst ‘overwhelming’ problems 
to expand relief and development efforts. ‘Staff and property have been 
attacked by MNR bandits. Some staff members have been killed or kidnapped.' 


"Structural and organizational weaknesses' make it hard for CCM to ‘envision, 
plan, implement and evaluate' its fast-growing aid programme. In a country 
with few trained personnel, technically-skilled church workers ‘are overworked 
to a point of being broken down'. Despite these problems, CCM plans to spend 
4 million US dollars on relief efforts in eight of Mozambique's 10 provinces 
during the next eight months. 


Malawi, a central African nation of seven million people, ‘has been 
traumatized' and driven to the brink of famine by the burden of caring for 
500,000 destitute refugees, more than 80 percent of them arrived in the past 
year. With little past refugee experience, the Christian Services Committee 
of the Churches in Malawi must train new staff while it rapidly expands 
programmes. 


Facilities in the tiny mountain kingdom of Swaziland (population 800,000) are 
likewise stretched by the influx of 60,000 Mozambicans. The Council of 
Swaziland Churches has few refugee programmes of its own, but - because 
Swaziland Roman Catholics are part of the CSC - works with the agency Caritas 
International. 


Tanzania hosts 72,000 Mozambican refugees in the far south, where transport is 
difficult, food, clothing and medicines in short supply. A Christian 
Council of Tanzania effort to help overcome these shortages will cost an 
estimated 1.7 million US dollars in the next year. 


The Christian Council of Zambia has long experience serving refugees from 
Angola, South Africa, Namibia and Zaire, along with at least 35,000 newer 
arrivals from Mozambique. CCZ's 400,000-US-dollar programme aims to provide 
emergency supplies for refugees and purchase seedlings for reforestation 
programmes in the areas most affected by refugee influx. [over] 
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In South Africa, ‘refugees ... are harassed by South African Defence forces 
who shoot the refugees on sight, killing some of them', Ziswa reported. Since 
refugees face mistreatment from officials, a South African Council of 
Churches programme helps refugees towards self-sufficiency and tries to win 
support for them among the local population with an educational programme on 
the 'root causes' of the refugee crisis. 


At least 100,000 Mozambican refugees are in South Africa, but statistics are 
imprecise, an SACC publication said, because many refugees hide so they won't 
be arrested and ‘forced to return to the torture, rape and murder' perpetrated 
by the MNR. 


More than 60 percent of the 100,000 Mozambican refugees in Zimbabwe are 
"crammed into four overcrowded camps' where they are aided by the Zimbabwe 
Christian Council's Christian Care and many other groups. 


Initially welcomed by local people, refugees today find that ‘the Zimbabwean 
population is withdrawing its support', Ziswa reported. This change began 
the middle of last year, after MNR forces repeatedly crossed from Mozambique 
and ‘savagely attacked' schoolchildren and other helpless civilians. 


Zimbabwean security forces, finding it hard to distinguish between genuine 
refugees and MNR killers, rounded-up unregistered refugees, forcing thousands 
into already crowded camps and involuntarily repatriating some to the country 
from which they had fled. 


To protect Mozambicans from further backlash, refugee aid groups are educating 
local people to understand that Mozambican victims should not be blamed for 
the violence of MNR bands ‘sponsored by South Africa ... to destabilize 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe', Ziswa said. [EPS] 


YWCA, YMCA CONDEMN Ecumenical Press 
DISTORTED FORGERIES Service 88.05.92 


GENEVA — The World Alliance of YMCAs and World YWCA have strongly denounced 
the circulation of forged and distorted copies of their Joint Call to Action 
in Solidarity with Southern Africa. The call was issued last January by the 
two organizations, both based here. 


The YM and YW say the ‘falsified document is designed to confuse the issues. 
It changes the original intent of the text, which exposes the continued 
oppressive policies of the South African government in dealing with its 
opponents. Instead, the falsified document points blame' at the ANC and 
Swapo, major groups fighting white-minority rule in South Africa and Namibia. 


‘While South Africa shows one face to the world as a democratic government 
open to change and reform, its true face is exposed through a sophisticated 
campaign of violence, repression, silencing its opponents, and lies. This 
forgery is yet another exmple of the ugly visage of the forces supporting 
apartheid', the YW and YM say. 


Among other things, the forgery changes a quotation from Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu so that instead of condemning apartheid, it condemns the ANC, and 
instead of urging an end to apartheid and calling for political power-sharing 
in South Africa, it calls for an end of terrorism. An international petition 
complaining about policies of South African President P.W. Botha included in 
the original has been changed into a petition against the ANC. [EPS] 


USA: CHRISTIANS GATHER Ecumenical Press 
FOR WORSHIP, EDUCATION Service 88.05.93 


ARLINGTON (Texas) (Marlin VanElderen) - The convention centre of this modern 
city, which sprawls across the north Texas prairie between Dallas and Fort 


Worth, was the site (21-25 May) for the first US ecumenical 'Gathering of 
Christians’. 


Shrieking roller-coaster riders at a nearby amusement park and spectators at 
the adjacent baseball stadium were audible on a mild spring evening as about a 
thousand people from all parts of the country made their way to opening 
worship (21 May). 


Arie Brouwer, the Reformed minister who is general secretary of the [US] 
National Council of Churches, said Texas was chosen for the gathering because 
it is a 'big enough place for the Holy Spirit to blow through’. 


The idea for the gathering was born in 1985, when an advisory panel on the 
future of the NCC recommended that every four years the council should 
‘incarnate the community of communions by bringing together US Christians for 
worship, education and inspiration’. 


The event should be ‘fully representative' of the diversity of US churches, 
whether or not they are NCC members. The only commonality required, the panel 
said, should be the participants' '‘'professsion of the Christian faith and 
desire to explore the promise and possibilities of Christian unity and 
expressions of common mission.' 


Both in the planning and leadership of the gathering, a special effort was 
made to extend the range of the theme 'No Longer Strangers' to two large 
groups of North American Christians who have traditionally been little 
involved with the NCC: evangelicals and Roman Catholics. 


In thus reaching out to non-member communions, Brouwer said, the NCC was not 
asking them 'to come and be like us. How could we? We are not like one 
another. We seek to be like Christ. That is the invitation of Christ to 
each of us.' 


Variety was perhaps most clearly displayed in seven scheduled 90-minute 
plenary worship services. The aim, said NCC Associate General Secretary 
Eileen Linder, was to provide a ‘smorgasbord, where the idea is to sup on the 
richness of diversity, rather than the sort of bland diet that will be 
offensive to no one’. 


For the NCC itself, one cloud over the general spirit of celebration was the 
announcement - at a meeting of its executive committee here just before the 
gathering started - that J Richard Butler, executive director of Church World 
Service, the aid and development arm of the NCC, had resigned. 


In the same meeting, the NCC Executive Committee received an ‘urgent 
communication' from the CWS Unit Committee, expressing its ‘grief, outrage and 
sense of loss for Church World Service, the NCC and suffering humanity’ over 
Butler's resignation, which it said 'does not resolve the issues but further 
aggravates them for us'. 


The letter was sharply critical of Brouwer's ‘leadership style’ as NCC general 
secretary, saying he failed to follow through on the process set up by the NCC 
executive committee to resolve long-standing difficulties over the integration 
of CWS operations and finances into the NCC as a whole. [over] 
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The CWS proposal for an ‘immediate and full review and assessment’ - to be 
presented to the mid-September meeting of the NCC Executive Committee - of 
Brouwer's ‘ability to continue effectively as general secretary' was to be 
further discussed at the meeting of the NCC Governing Board (here, 25-26 May). 


Early morning prayers each day of the gathering offered participants a chance 
to express themselves in many different styles of spirituality - among them a 
Quaker meeting, the ecumenical prayer of Taizé, black oral prayer, Orthodox 
matins, prayer through yoga and body movements, and charismatic prayer. 
There was also a eucharist for Roman Catholic participants. 


No services of holy communion were held in plenary sessions, though worship 
one evening included an Orthodox service of 'Blessing of Bread', presided by 
Metropolitan Theodosius, head of the Orthodox Church in America. 


Themes for the worship services followed the liturgical year, beginning with a 
Sunday morning celebration of the advent and incarnation of Christ. Making 
the connection 'between the Word made flesh' and what is happening in the US 
today, said former Church Women United President Thelma Adair, means seeing 
the face of Christ in the faces of the victims of racism, the homeless, and 
the women and children who make up three-fourths of the country's 30 million 
people below the poverty line. 


Later worship services focused on the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, the coming of the Spirit, and the communion of the saints. 


Besides a variety of traditional and contemporary music performed by choirs 
and soloists and congregational singing (led by a Roman Catholic), the worship 
services typically included a Bible study and a sermon. 


One of the preachers was General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council 
of Churches. Rejecting the ‘sentimental journey of powerlessness’ that much 
Christian spirituality has made of the cross, Castro said the manner of Jesus' 
death has persuaded the poor of the earth that he identified with the 
downtrodden, the marginalized and the sinners. Today, theologians talk about 
God's ‘preferential option for the poor', Castro added, ‘but the poor of the 
earth knew that Jesus was on their side before the theologians told them’. 


During five separate two-hour periods, a variety of topics was discussed in 
almost 90 smaller’ groups. ‘Forums' brought resource persons to lead 
discussions on such issues as evangelism, human rights, ministry to children 
and older people and religious liberty. 


‘Workshops' allowed for sharing of experiences on issues like the church's 


response to the Aids pandemic, tourism in the Third World, biotechnology and 
ecumenical disaster relief. 


‘Explorations in spirituality' allowed an opportunity for participants to pray 
together using one or more spiritual traditions. 


There were also sessions in which representatives of particular Christian 
confessions introduced the history and distinctive practices of their 
tradition, on the millennium of Christianity in part of what is now the Soviet 
Union, and on ecumenical endeavours such as the Consultation on Church Union 
in the US, the WCC document on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) and the 
churches' responses to it, and the WCC effort since its Sixth Assembly in 1983 
to call churches to a 'conciliar process of mutual commitment for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation' (JPIC). [EPS] 


France: Reformed support New Caledonian Kanaks EPS 88.05.94 

NANTES - The synod of the Reformed Church of France (here, 12-15 May) sent a 
message of support to the Kanak (indigenous) minority in the French Pacific 
territory of New Caledonia, who generally support independence from France. 
‘With you', said the synod, ‘we refuse to believe in the right of the 
strongest, in the language of arms'. It called for peace through ‘the same 
justice for all, by the recognition of the dignity and cultural and social 
identity of the Kanak people, and by the search for an authentic dialogue.' 

Jacques Stewart, president of the Protestant Federation of France, left for 
New Caledonia after the synod to deliver the message. [EPS] 


USSR: Baptists send message on 1000th anniversary EPS 88.05.95 
MOSCOW - The leadership of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists, issued a message to mark the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of 
Prince Vladimir of Kiev. That is being celebrated by the Russian Orthodox 
Church as the millennium of its presence in what is now the Soviet Union. 
Noting ‘profound differences' between the two denominations over such issues 
as the way of salvation and the proper ordering of the church, the message 
affirms that they have ‘much in common', such as recognition of ‘essential 
truths of God's revelation'. The Baptists hope they and the Orthodox will 
‘strengthen their good relations in new areas, which will make it possible for 
the churches to serve society with good works.' [EPS] 


Methodists mark 250th anniversary of Wesleys' conversions EPS 88.05.96 
LONDON - In a variety of special events here and in other parts of the world, 
Methodists and others this month marked the 250th anniversary of the 
conversion experiences (on 24 and 21 May respectively) of the English Anglican 
priests John and Charles Wesley. Contemporary Methodism, a result of their 
half century of preaching, hymn writing, and organizing, now counts about 50 
million people in nearly 100 countries. [EPS] 


141 Anglican bishops sign message affirming women's ordination EPS 88.05.97 
LONDON - In a Pentecost message, 141 Anglican bishops from Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, Central Africa, England, the Middle East, New Zealand, Scotland, 
Spain, Sudan, Uganda, the USA, West Africa, and the Church of the Province of 
Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire, have affirmed the ordination of women as priests 
and bishops. The message, initiated by three English bishops, responds to an 
Ash Wednesday message by 52 Anglican bishops from several countries opposing 
such ordinations [EPS 88.03.01]. The bishops call women's ordination ‘vital 
to the mission of the church', and ‘a natural development for the church's 
ministry'. There are currently several hundred female Anglican priests in 
various parts of the world. [EPS] 


Nicaraguan President Ortega's daughter baptized EPS 88.05.98 
WASHINGTON - A US Roman Catholic priest says he baptized Camila, the baby 
daughter of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, at the president's home 19 
March. The priest, Roy Bourgeois, describes Ortega as a ‘man of deep 
religious faith'. Bourgeois says he and Ortega first met last December when 
the president was here to address a meeting of the Organization of American 
States. The priest spent eight months in a US prison last year after he was 
convicted of violating the law when he protested the training at a Florida air 
base of forces opposed to the Nicaraguan government. While Bourgeois was in 
jail, Ortega described him as a political prisoner. [EPS] 


Bulgaria: Adventists recognized by state EPS 88.05.99 
SOFIA - Adventist Press Service reports that Bulgarian state authorities have 
declared for the first time that Seventh-day Adventists are officially 
recognized under terms of the country's 1949 Law Concerning Religious Faiths. 
The state declaration came during a meeting last month between state and 
Bulgarian and international Adventist representatives. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.05.100 


Victor E.W. Hayward, an English Baptist minister who held various posts in 
the World Council of Churches in the 1960s and early 1970s, died last month. 
He would have been 80 later this year. After working as a WCC associate 
general secretary, Hayward became executive secretary for studies in mission 
and evangelism, and then headed the secretariat for relationships with 
national councils of churches. 


Max Thurian, leading theologian and one of the founding members of the 
ecumenical community of Taizé (France) is now a Roman Catholic priest. The 
community announced (10 May) that he was ordained last year by Corrado 
Cardinal Ursi, a former archbishop of Naples. fThurian had been a Reformed 
theologian. He continues as a member of the community. 


So Young Kim, former general secretary of the National Council of Churches 
in Korea, is the new general secretary of the Christian Literature Society of 
Korea, succeeding Gap Shik Sung. 


Vilho Riekkinen has been appointed as a WCC consultant for biblical studies 
for two years from June 1988. Hams—Ruedi Weber, long-time WCC director for 
biblical studies, retired at the end of March. 


Horst Hirschler is the new bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hannover. He succeeds Eduard Lohse who retired this month. 


‘Robert Runcie, archbishop of Canterbury and president of the Anglican 
Consultative Council, and Johannes Hanselmann, bishop of Bavaria and 
president of the Lutheran World Federation, are now co-patrons of the 
Anglican-Lutheran Society, which works for closer Lutheran-Anglican relations. 


Bruce Kent, the Roman Catholic priest who left active priestly ministry last 
year to continue his nuclear-disarmament work, has married Valerie Flessati, 
former general secretary of the Roman Catholic peace organization Pax Christi. 


Andrew Mya-Han, general secretary of the Burma Council of Churches since 
1983, is the new Anglican bishop of Rangoon and archbishop of Burma. He 
succeeds Gregory Hla Gyaw. 


Denton Lotz has been named acting general secretary-treasurer of the Baptist 
World Alliance, succeeding the late Gerhard Claas [EPS 88.04.21]. He has been 
BWA associate secretary for evangelism and education since 1980, and BWA 
deputy general secretary since 1985. Also, in the wake of the BWA's deficit 
of nearly 145,000 US dollars for the current fiscal year, two BWA staff 
members are leaving. They are John Wilkes,, director of the communications 
division, and Samsom Mathangani, assistant director of the youth department. 


Béla Lesko, Hungarian-born former rector of the Lutheran (FLT) and 
ecumenical (ISEDET) seminaries in Buenos Aires died in Jénképing, Sweden, 21 
April after several months of illness. He was 66. 


Lasz16 Lehel, a Lutheran pastor and journalist, is the new general secretary 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary. 


The new president of the Canadian Council of Churches is Lutheran Bishop 
Donald Sjoberg. He succeeds » Ted + Scott, retired Canadian Anglican 
archbishop and primate. The new vice presidents are Roman Catholic Bishop 
John Sherlock, Anglican Priest Alyson Barnett-—Cowan, and Salvation Army 
Major Malcolm Webster. [EPS] 


::THIS ITEM IS EMBARGOED UNTIL 6 JUNE!! 
ECUTEXT: ‘Questions Implying Reform and Renewal of Episcopé' EPS 88.05.101 


This is excerpted from the report of the Anglican-Lutheran International 
Continuation Committee, released 6 June (EPS 88.05.88,89). It is a series of 
‘questions which imply reform and renewal in the area of episcopé ['pastoral 
leadership, coordination, and oversight'] to both of our churches.’ 


Are those exercising pastoral leadership and oversight in our churches given 
the time and space to reflect on the priorities for mission in their regions, 
or have they become absorbed in and overloaded by administration? Is the 
administrative unit over which they preside frankly too big, so that their 
time and energy is all spent on the maintenance of a system, rather than on 


the discernment of opportunity. Does the scale of their responsibilities 
make them inattentive to the experience of those whose daily witness involves 
their standing on the edge of church life? Has over-familiarity with 


committee work, which indeed has its proper role, bred a lack of vision and of 
courage? 


Are those in the episcopal office accessible enough to clergy and their 
families, not only in times of crisis but in an ongoing pastoral 
relationship? Do they take care not to foster an immature dependency, but 
rather encourage clergy to take responsibility for appraising their own 
ministry periodically, for reviewing their ministerial priorities, and for 
pursuing their own continuing education and spiritual refreshment? Do they 
also ensure that adequate resources are provided for offering personal help to 
clergy and their families in times of sickness, bereavement, domestic stress 
and financial difficulty? 


Can those who exercise pastoral leadership and oversight escape the danger of 
being occupied too much with the affairs of the clergy, and also offer 
effective leadership in releasing and drawing together the talents of many 
individuals within the whole people of God? Can they set an example of 
leadership which is not autocratic but truly shared, facilitating 
collaborative styles of ministry and enabling the skills and insights of lay 
persons in every walk of life to be contributed to the church's common life? 


Has the Anglican or Lutheran view of what it means to be in apostolic 
succession whether of pedigree or pure confession become such a matter of 
pride that the mission of the church has ceased to be a criterion by which the 
church is judged? Do those exercising episcopé ... consider they 'possess' 
the apostolic entitlement, or do they see themselves challenged and 
outstripped by. its demands and responsibilities? 


Is it really» the case that those exercising episcopé consult with each 
other? Have they substituted the goal of denominational coherence for the 
wider vision of the unity of all Christians? Have they become so absorbed in 
consultative or legislative problems and procedures within their own nation or 
province that they have ceased to care how their actions might influence other 
Christians in other parts of the world? 

Has mutuality ceased between those exercising episcopé in the church and their 
own local communities? Have leaders ceased to understand the changing needs 
of congregations? Have they become so remote from the poor and those on the 
margins of society that they can no longer represent the ministry of one who 
was the friend of, and host to_ sinners? Or conversely, do _ local 
congregations. keep those who exercise episcopé at bay, as though their 
ministry were thought to be an intrusion upon, or competitive with the 
self-sufficient organization of a parish? [over] 


episcopé/2 


Do those exercising episcopé in the church expound and commend the Christian 
faith in a sustained way, not just preaching on special occasions or during 
isolated visits to congregations? Do they take real care to enlist the 
advice and help of those skilled in communications in the modern world, and to 
address those issues which are of urgent concern to people? Do they make the 
most of their corporate teaching role as a conference of bishops, and provide 
collegial support to one another in the exercise of their teaching 
responsibilities? 


Do those who exercise episcopé understand their liturgical role to be central 
to their responsibilities, and do they carry it out in a creative way? Do 
they lead the offering of prayer and praise with a sense of awe and reverence, 
inspiring clergy and congregations to offer well prepared and heart-felt 
worship to God? Do they maintain a proper balance between word and sacrament 
in their programme of public worship events? Do they encourage the renewal 
of liturgy, and hold together diverse styles of worship within the church's 
life? Do they take care to retain those skills which they now exercise less 
often than they did at an earlier phase of their ministries? Do they perform 
their liturgical tasks in a manner which symbolises that all ministry is 
shared with others? 


Do those exercising episcopé show in their own personal lives Christ-like 
qualities? Do they give an example of holiness, love, humility and 
simplicity of life? Are they generous and hospitable? Is their style of 
life influenced too much by the patterns of leadership that are dominant in 
the culture where they live? Is it evident that they are dedicated to 
unselfish service, and are open to be touched by the sufferings of others? 
Do they give the time and space needed for prayer, study, rest, recreation and 
family life, and avoid being devoured by unreasonable public expectations of 
their office? 


Are those chosen for leadership given the ceremonial trappings of prominence, 
but denied the ability to exercise their responsibilities? Is effective 
leadership vested in reality in persons who, by reason of their obscurity in a 
bureaucracy, are not accountable to the whole church? Are the realities of 
the exercise of power effectively disguised from view, and is it silently 
presumed that power can only be exercised competitively and never 
cooperatively? Are churches so frightened by the danger of authoritarianism 
that their systems of checks and balances destroy any capacity to respond in 
moments of special challenge and danger? 


++eteetete¢e st 


These are but some of the enquiries which follow from the argument we have 
advanced. They are based in the account we have given of the requirements 
for the mission of the church, on the understanding that the apostolic 
ministry must be a ministry engaged in, and facilitating the mission of the 
whole church. 


Episcopé is a ministry of service, exercised with the cooperation of the whole 
community. Leaders are to ‘manifest and exercise the authority of Christ in 
the way Christ himself revealed God's authority to the world, by committing 
their life to the community' (BEM, M16). 


When we ask whether leaders in communities other than our own do this with 
faithfulness, we are engaged in a process which inevitably involves self- 
examination. Our conclusion is that both our communions are called in the 
first place to penitence. ... [EPS] 
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The first (May) issue of a newsletter on the ecumenical sharing of resources 
is available from WCC/ORS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) are situation reports 
on displaced persons and famine in Angola (#11, 17 May), and on drought and 
displaced persons in Ethiopia (#29, 13 May). Also available is an appeal 
for 117,000 US dollars for relief in the wake of recent cyclones in Vanuatu 
(11 May). 


An announcement of new and forthcoming publications (1988/1) is available 
from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (April) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review focuses on Fifty 
Years of Ecumenical Social Thought. It is available from WCC Publications, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (April) issue of Blueprints (a journal of the Frontier Internship in 
Mission programme [EPS 88.05.58]) includes articles on organising women in the 
United States, international solidarity efforts with a campus-ministry base, 
development-—education priorities, rural violence in Brazil, the cross and the 
sword in the Spanish discovery of America, women as community organizers in 
marginalised communities, Arab Christian participation in the Middle East, and 
challenges to the relevancy of international mission. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, 20, and 26 August. 
Please make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome 
to cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available 
from Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ; 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 
Mondays through 13 June 


Thursday 16 June 
Tuesday 21 June 
Wednesday 29 June 
Wednesday 06 July 
Monday 18 July 
Mondays through 08 August 
Thursday 11 August 
Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August 
Friday 19 August 
Thursday 25 August 
Tuesday 30 August 
Tuesday 13 September 
Monday 19 September 


Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears four times a month. This issue was printed 31 May. The next is 
scheduled for 7 June. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax,. You. can. then ask | (and ‘pay) for Yul. ~ texte. EPS annual 
subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US 
dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 
Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


THATCHER'S RELIGIOUS RATIONALE Ecumenical Press 
FOR HER POLICIES PROMPTS DEBATE Service 88.06.01 


EDINBURGH - Individual responsibility as a foundation of a Christian political 
philosophy was stressed by UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher when she spoke 
(21 May) to the General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (the 
Kirk) [EPS 88.06.02]. 


She visited the assembly as leader of a government quite unpopular in 
Scotland, and many of whose policies have come in for Kirk criticism. In her 
address, she expounded her personal beliefs, and explained how these underpin 
her approach to politics. Afterwards, critics disputed her approach. 


While Christians disagree about the kind of political and social institutions 
they should have, she told the assembly, ‘what is certain is that any set of 
social and economic arrangements which is not founded on the acceptance of 
individual responsibility will do nothing but harm'. We are ‘all responsible 
for our own actions', she went on, and ‘cannot blame society if we disobey the 
law. We simply cannot delegate the exercise of mercy and generosity to others.' 


Secular authority should strive to bring out the good in people and fight the 
bad, but it can neither create the one nor abolish the other, she observed. 
It can only see that laws encourage people's best instincts and convictions. 
In modern times, she said, laws are needed to assure health and education, 
old-age pensions, and help for the sick and disabled, but state intervention 
‘must never become so great' as to remove ‘personal responsibility’. 


Thatcher emphasized wealth creation. ‘We must work and use our talents to 
create wealth', she said. ‘'‘"If a man will not work he shall not eat", wrote 
St Paul to the Thessalonians. Indeed, abundance rather than poverty has a 
legitimacy which derives from the very nature of creation.’ 


Nevertheless, she observed, the commandment against coveting shows that 
money-making and ownership can be selfish. "But it is not the creation of 
wealth that is wrong but love of money for its own sake', she said. ‘The 
spiritual dimension comes in deciding what one does with the wealth.’ 


The proposal that Thatcher be invited to address the assembly was agreed by 
acclamation, though five ministers recorded their dissent. After the speech, 
Assembly Moderator James Whyte gave her two recent Kirk reports - on wealth 
sharing, and on housing in Scotland. Both are highly critical of many aspects 
of what are seen as underlying principles of her government's policies. 


One negative reaction to the speech came from Stanley Booth-Clibborn, Anglican 
bishop in Manchester. He said the Bible teaches that governments also have 
responsibilities. It is ‘not part of Christian teaching to produce a 
situation in which the gap between rich and poor is increasing, and public 
services such as health and education are not given a proper share of 
resources’, he said. 


Robert Runcie, primate of the [Anglican] Church of England, said he ‘would 
want to ask a little more about the questions of making wealth and at the same 
time in dividing society in a way which makes the people who have fallen 
behind through no fault of their own feel on the edge of things.’ 


In Parliament, Neil Kinnock, leader of the opposition Labour Party, asked if 
the Bible passage that inspired Thatcher to cut child benefits and stop free 
school meals was Matthew 27:24: 'And Pilate took water and washed his hands.' 
In reply, she accused him of ‘debasing everything I believe in', by his 
question. She also noted she has foregone nearly a fifth of the salary to 
which she has been entitled since becoming prime minister in 1979. [EPS] 


SCOTLAND: KIRK ASSEMBLY MAKES Ecumenical Press 
DE FACTO RESPONSE TO THATCHER Service 88.06.02 


EDINBURGH (Robert Nowell) - The General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland (the Kirk) did not give a direct response to the address in praise of 
individual responsibility and wealth creation delivered by UK Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher at its opening session [EPS 88.06.01]. But its reaction to 
what was quickly dubbed her 'Sermon on the Mound' (an allusion to where the 
assembly meets) was quite clear in positions it adopted on a number of issues. 


The assembly endorsed a report on investment and banking ethics which was 
highly critical of shortcomings of what might be termed unbridled capitalism. 
‘Without redistribution of wealth and democratic control of power, the process 
of wealth creation simply aggravates economic imbalance and social injustice’, 
the report says. ‘A minority of the world's population is encouraged to 
multiply its wants while the majority lacks enough for its needs.' 


It says the free market on its own does not; assure necessary long-term 
planning and investment; take account of the well-being of communities; 
provide education, health care, and recreational and cultural facilities for 
those with little power in the market to obtain such necessities and benefits; 
nor help those most in need of help. 


The assembly was sharply critical of the community charge or ‘poll tax' which 
is to replace domestic rates in Scotland next April. The charge is widely 
viewed as unjust. The assembly urged radical modifications to take account of 
people's ability to pay. The tax was described as ‘a symbol of Scotland's 
impotence as a nation' by Alastair Moodie as he introduced a motion, adopted 
without having to be put to the vote, calling for the creation of a Scottish 
assembly and a referendum on some form of Scottish autonomy. 


The assembly warmly endorsed a call for the UK national health service to 
continue to be funded from taxation, and to be available to all regardless of 
ability to pay; it fiercely rejected any idea, such as is currently being 
mooted, of partially funding the service through a lottery. It expressed 
‘grave concern’ over increasing poverty being experienced by old people as a 
result of recent changes in the UK social security system. 


On abortion, the assembly called on the House of Commons to reduce the number 
of weeks after conception that abortions in the UK would continue to be 
legal. (The assembly showed itself divided over whether the limit should be 
24 or 20 weeks.) It also endorsed principles worked out last year for new 
ecumenical structures in Scotland and the rest of Britain and Ireland. 


If Thatcher wanted a sympathetic audience for her remarks on individual 
responsibility and wealth creation she might have crossed the road and 
addressed the General Assembly of the small Free Church of Scotland (FCS). 


Former FCS Moderator Fergus MacDonald said that ‘as a church which has 
regularly protested at the secularization of our national politics', the 
assembly ‘ought warmly to welcome this bold initiative.' However, his 
judgment of her government's record on homosexuality, Sunday trading, the 
health service, and abortion was that on all except the first, she failed to 
live up to Christian ideals she espoused. 


The FCS assembly commended the government ‘for having adopted policies that 
aim to recover the values of individual and family responsibility, 
self-reliance and hard work', but it also urged government 'policies more in 
keeping with the Christian ethic of compassion rather than their apparent 
preoccupation with the materialism of the market place.' [EPS] 


ADVENTIST COMMISSION: MORE Ecumenical Press 
STUDY OF WOMEN'S ROLE NEEDED Service 88.06.03 


WASHINGTON -— The 80-member Seventh-day Adventist Role of Women Commission has 
requested more study of issues related to the role of women in church and 
society before it takes any decisions. 


Among the areas proposed for further study are career paths for women in SdA 
ministries, a theology of ordination for both men and women, and a global 
evaluation of women's roles. 


Currently, women may be SdA ‘associates in pastoral care' or ordained as 
‘local church elders'. They may not, however, be ordained as ‘ministers of 
the gospel’. Adventists look to a 19th-century American woman, Ellen G. 
White, as a ‘special messenger' of God. 


SdA General Conference President Neal Wilson told the group that ‘a sense of 
fairness requires that this issue be given priority treatment, and it must not 
go on forever.' The commission is to meet again next month. The SdA Annual 
Council is to take up the issue in the latter part of 1989, with 
recommendations to go to the 1990 SdA General Conference Session. 


Among agenda material for the commission's meeting were a score of study 
documents, some taking up disputed biblical passages on the subject such as 
Galatians 3:28, I Corinthians 14:34-35, and I Timothy 2:5-12. Others dealt 
with the experience of other Christian traditions which have ordained women. 


According to Wilson, SdA theologians, ‘who have been so helpful in providing 
material for the defence of our major doctrines in the past, are far from 
united concerning the application of some of the key biblical passages to the 
ordination of women for gospel ministry. ... To a large extent, the papers 
prepared for the commission's study tended to cancel each other out.' 


Wilson said that despite differences, he noted several areas of ‘'strong 
consensus', including that: 


The church should recognize that some women feel called to a pastoral 
"soul-winning ministry', and that the church should ‘affirm and encourage such 
commitment.' 


The church should open up more career paths for women that do not require 
ordination to the gospel ministry, and it should adequately compensate women 
in whatever role they serve. 


Among other commission observations during its four-day meeting here: 


Though there are several groups for female volunteers, there are not clear 
career paths for women in SdA ministries. 


Training for women to fill specific SdA roles has not been defined, nor has 
"routing for women in pastoral ministry' been outlined. 


There is no adequate SdA theology of ordination. 


Because Adventists exist all over the world, opportunities for women in 
various ministries must be evaluated globally. 


Wilson says it is ‘abundantly clear' SdA leaders feel ‘the world [SdA] church 
should stay together on this matter, rather than permitting some divisions to 
proceed on an independent course.' [EPS] 


"COVENANT COMMUNION' SEEN Ecumenical Press 
AS STEP IN US CHURCH UNITY Service 88.06.04 


NEW ORLEANS — The executive committee of the nine-denomination Consultation on 
Church Union (COCU) has approved a 55-page proposal describing how the nine 
can work together in ‘covenant communion'. 


The document goes to a plenary meeting of the consultation here in December. 
Implementation would require subsequent approval by governing bodies of the 
nine, meeting in the 1990s. COCU began its work in the mid 1960s. 


The relationship described in the proposal allows the nine to remain distinct 
in identity and government, while fully sharing things such as eucharist, 
ordination, and mission work. It proposes national, regional, and local 
‘covenanting councils' as visible signs of unity. 


In this process, the ‘distinctive treasures' of each denomination could be 
maintained. Their ‘insights and emphases' would become’ ‘increasingly 
accessible to others for the common good’. 


A COCU goal, says the document, is not a 'new sameness', but rather a ‘new 
community in Christ'. 


Involved in COCU are four Methodist denominations (UMC, AME, AMEZ, CME), plus 
the United Church of Christ, Presbyterian Church USA, Episcopal Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and International Council of Community 
Churches. 


Under the proposal, ordained ministers of any one of the nine could serve in 
any other COCU body as invited. There would be regional ‘reconciliation 
ceremonies' in which leaders of participating denominations would show their 
new allegiance with a laying on of hands. 


After that, everyone ordained in a given region would be ordained in liturgies 
involving participants from the covenanting churches. Joint celebrations of 
the eucharist would be encouraged. The nine are also urged to strive for an 
inclusiveness that would overcome discrimination based on sex, race, or sexual 
orientation. 


Paul Crow, chief ecumenical officer of the Disciples of Christ, and a member 
of the COCU executive committee, says he expects a hard struggle before the 
proposal becomes official policy of the nine. ‘The corporate competitive 
mindset of many Americans works against community', he observes. ‘Americans 
tend to believe that competition makes all things stronger.' 


But, he adds, the COCU vision could become a ‘model of unity and 
inclusiveness' for the rest of soceity. ‘It will ensure that the church has a 
central role to play in shaping society, that it will not be extraneous, but 
at the heart of crucial issues.' 


Currently, governing bodies of the COCU denominations are voting on a 70—-page 
theological consensus adopted at the last COCU plenary, in 1984. So far, it 
has been approved by the Christian Methodist Episcopal, United Methodist, and 
International Council of Community Churches. The other six are to vote later 
this year or next year. 


The Standing Committee on Ecumenical Relations of the Episcopal Church is 
recommending that the Episcopal General Convention, which meets next month, 


not approve the document, but that the denomination remain active in COCU. 
[EPS] 


BIBLE SOCIETY LEADER SEES NEW Ecumenical Press 
OPPORTUNITIES IN EAST EUROPE Service 88.06.05 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Unexpected new opportunities have opened up for 
expanding Scripture distribution in Eastern Europe, General Secretary Ulrich 
Fick of the United Bible Societies reports. 


‘We definitely feel signs of glasnost in the attitude towards permission for 
importation and printing in the countries throughout the region', he said in a 
New York interview. 


The celebration in the Soviet Union this year of the millennium of the baptism 
of Prince Vladimir of Kiev, he said, also adds to the demand for Bibles. He 
said Bible societies around the world have made extra gifts to meet the need. 


Fick, who is based in Stuttgart (FRG, West Germany), was here for meetings 
with the American Bible Society, the largest contributor to the UBS budget 
(15.6 million US dollars of the 1987 total of 37.3 million). 


He was present at a press conference announcing UBS publication of a new 
scholarly resource for translators and Bible students, a Greek-English lexicon 
with words grouped in related categories called semantic domains. He was 
also the principal speaker at the annual ABS meeting. 


In the interview, Fick said the UBS would hold a world assembly in a communist 
country -— in Budapest, Hungary - for the first time this September. (The last 
assembly was in 1980 in Chiang Mai, Thailand.) Fick noted that Bible 
societies exist in Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, and 
Yugoslavia. Arrangements have been made for supply of Bibles in Romania, and 
negotiations are underway with Bulgaria, he said. 


A Bible society existed in Russia from 1813 to 1826, Fick said. But Orthodox 
leaders saw it as a Protestant missionary agency - ‘which it may have been to 
some extent’ -— and got the tsar to close it. Today, Fick said, the UBS would 
not establish a society in a country without church approval there. But 
securing church agreement in the USSR will require a further period of 
building trust, he added. 


UBS interest in serving all churches, Fick said, will be shown at Budapest by 
a panel discussion including General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches, Metropolitan Pitirim of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Carlo Cardinal Martini of Milan, Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth of Hungary, and 
an evangelical yet to be named. 


This is Fick's last year as general secretary. After he retires, he plans to 
take up again the radio and television script writing he did earlier in his 
career. A Lutheran pastor, he was engaged in a broadcast ministry for it in 
the Wurttemberg capital, Stuttgart, and then directed Radio Voice of the 
Gospel in Addis Ababa from 1961 to 1967, when he returned to fill other church 
posts in Stuttgart. 


Upon his retirement, UBS headquarters will again be located in England, where 
they were before he became general secretary in 1972. 


The new headquarters are in Reading, convenient to London's Heathrow Airport. 
UBS Financial Director Geoffrey Hill bean work there this month. The new UBS 
general secretary, Cirillo Rigos of the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines, is to be there from July. [EPS] 


WORLD COMMITTEE REVIEWS Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION Service 88.06.06 


LIMASSOL (Cyprus) (T.K. Thomas) - The Central Committee of the London-based 
World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) met here from 4-10 May. 


WACC General Secretary Carlos A. Valle reviewed recent WACC work. He said the 
new WACC constitution and internal work structure adopted by the 1987 meeting 
of the committee have worked well. He also provided a historical survey of 
WACC, which was formed in 1975 with the merger of the Agency for Christian 
Literature Development of the World Council of Churches and an association of 
Christian communicators involved in electronic media. Valle saw WACC's 
over-all task in terms of creating community through communication. 


‘Communication for Community' is in fact the theme chosen for the WACC's first 
World Communication Congress, set for Manila in October 1989. The committee 
received reportS on congress’ preparations. It is to bring together 
communication experts, theologians, church leaders, and grassroots 
communicators. According to an introductory brochure, it will offer: 


- a forum for communication theorists, practitioners, and administrators to 
share experiences and ideas; 


- alternative models for shaping the world communication order in the 1990s - 
models showing how community spirit is developed, how democracy is widened, 
and how awareness among politicians, church leaders, media practitioners, and 
administrators may be sharpened; 


— meetings with communicators in the Philippines who are putting the congress 
theme into practice; 


— substantive papers and shorter reflections on the congress theme. 


Keynote speeches are to deal with the theme and five sub-themes - what is 
Christian about communication; prophetic communication; and communication and 
participation, liberation, and culture. 


A question repeatedly raised during discussion regarding the Christian content 
and church relevance of the theme was not answered to everyone's satisfaction. 
Nor was it clear to all how such a diverse lot of participants will achieve a 
common language of discourse. A preparatory paper presented to the committe, 
‘Communication as Story Telling', did not remove the unclarity some felt 
surrounds congress planning. 


WACC work is divided into three sectors - projects, forum (advocacy and 
consultancy) and services. The sectors' activities were discussed in groups, 
and findings reported to plenary meetings. Recommendations from the groups 


are to form guidelines for future work. 


Unscheduled, closed sessions on personnel issues took up more than a day of 
committee time. As a result, regional reports could not be presented. Also 
discussed, though without answers which satisfied everyone, was the nature of 
cooperation among and special responsibilities of, WACC and its two partners 
in a coordinating committee which meets twice a year - the World Council of 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation. 


Meeting participants included representatives from the seven WACC regions 
(Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America/Caribbean, Middle East, North America and 
the Pacific), guests representing related organizations and funding agencies, 
and WACC officers and staff. [EPS] 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
ACTS ON MIDDLE EAST, KOREA, RIGHTS Service 88.06.07 


LARNACA (Cyprus) - At its 38th meeting (here, 12-15 May), the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches 
proposed guidelines for ecumenical action on the Middle East, and suggested 
further steps towards a reunified Korea. 


Plans were also approved for continuing CCIA work in human rights and peace 
and disarmament. 


The commission encouraged various steps which, it said, could help assure a 
successful international peace conference on the Middle East. These include 
a joint US-USSR commitment to such a conference, a Soviet statement of intent 
to resume diplomatic relations with Israel, a US statement of intent to 
recognize the rights of the Palestinian people and to negotiate with their 
representatives, and statements of mutual recognition from representatives of 
the Palestinian people and the state of Israel. 


It said it would continue its efforts, in cooperation with the Middle East 
Council of Churches and other international, non-governmental organizations, 
to help end the Iran-Iraq war. It judged that the war 'seriously aggravates 
the plight and postpones the realization of the aspirations of minorities - 
especially the Kurdish people - in the area’ and 'poses a continuous threat to 
the peace and security of the region and the whole world.' 


On Korea, the commission warmly welcomed the declaration on Korean peace and 
reunification adopted last February by the National Council of Churches in 
Korea. It also particularly welcomed a call from last April's International 
Christian Consultation on Justice and Peace in Korea [EPS 88.05.56]. That 
meeting urged ‘the whole ecumenical community to join Korean Christians in 
North and South in the celebration of an annual common day of prayer for 
peaceful reunification.’ 


The commission proposed to convene, if possible this year, a_ second 
face-to-face meeting between Christians in North and South Korea. It also 
decided to prepare a policy statement on Korean peace and reunification for 
possible adoption by the WCC Central Committee meeting in 1989. 


The commission recommended that the next meeting (1989)of its Human Rights 
Advisory Group include the following rights in its discussion of ‘survival 
rights': integrity of the human being, food and basic health care, survival 
as a people, and protection from collective threats to human survival. 


The commission suggested that the meeting this August of the WCC Central 
Committee mark the 40th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It also identified what it saw as key issues, questions, and 
concerns in developing a theological affirmation on peace. These include 
threats to creation, eschatology, power and powerlessness, faithfulness and 
obedience, and a just peace. 


It gave general approval to plans for a consultation next year on the arms 
race, militarism, and disarmament; endorsed the Appeal for Support for a 
Negotiated Peace, Justice, and Development for Central America prepared by an 
international ecumenical delegation which visited the region last December 
‘(EPS 87.11.118]; and decided to intensify ‘solidarity actions in support of 
churches in southern Africa.’ 


The commission identified the situations in Sudan, New Caledonia, East Timor, 
Singapore, and Sri Lanka for follow-up actions by the CCIA staff. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION SUGGESTS Ecumenical Press 
GUIDELINES FOR MIDDLE EAST ACTION Service 88.06.08 


LARNACA - Several guidelines for ecumenical action on the Middle East were 
proposed by an ecumenical consultation which met here (9-11 May). Focus of 
the meeting was the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. However, it also included 
substantial discussions on Lebanon, Cyprus, and the Iran-Iraq war. 


The session was jointly organized by the Middle East and World Councils of 
Churches. Participants included members of the WCC Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, regional church and ecumenical representatives. 


In its report, the consultation says ‘any consideration by the churches of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict must begin with a recognition of the tragic toll 
of lives and human suffering it has claimed over the past four decades. The 
churches must proclaim openly in word and deed their solidarity with the 
Palestinian people in its continuing struggle for human dignity and 
recognition. 


‘We must also take into account', the report continues, 'the consequences of 
this conflict for the survival and witness for justice and human rights of 
Christian churches and communities throughout the Middle East, many of which 
provide a living link with the earliest expressions of the Chritian faith.' 


Among those addressing the consultation were CCIA Director Ninan Koshy, MECC 
General Secretary Gabriel Habib, former Lebanese ambassador to the UN Ghassan 
Tueni, Palestinian Anglican priest Shehadeh Shehadeh, Cyprus Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs representative Varnios Markidos, and George Deeb, professor at 
American University in Beirut, adviser to the Lebanese prime minister, and 
member of the commission. 


The consultation pointed to Lebanon, before the changes there of the last 
decade, as a too-often-forgotten model of democracy and pluralism in the 
Middle East. It also noted the significance of Christian witness in the 
context of a multi-religious society. 


Participants said the current Palestinian uprising in territory controlled by 
Israel offers a new, unique opportunity for the church around the world to 
interpret the realities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It urged the 
MECC, WCC, regional and national Christian councils, and individual 
denominations to declare their hope that an international peace conference on 
the Middle East can be convened as soon as possible. An aim of the conference 
would be recognition of the Palestinians' right to self-determination and a 
State of their own. 


The consultation expressed concern about the link between some Christian 
theologies and what it described as extremist political movements. ‘There is 
need', the group said, ‘to develop an international programme of action to 
counter this trend in the Middle East region and around the world where the 
effects of this movement are felt.' One group which has come in for 
ecumenical criticism along these lines is the International Christian Embassy 
in Jerusalem [EPS 88.05.09]. 


The consultation reaffirmed the principle that the Republic of Cyprus - 
effectively divided since Turkish troops arrived on the northern part of the 
island in 1974 - should remain an ‘independent, territorially integral, 
unified state, its sovereignty covering the whole territory of the island.' 
It called the 'division of Cyprus in any form, or its complete or partial 
absorption by any other country ... inmadmissible.' Of the 700,000-plus people 
on the island, about 20 percent are ethnic Turks, the rest ethnic Greeks. 
Almost all the Greeks are Christians, almost all the Turks Muslims. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENT BISHOPS CALL FOR Ecumenical Press 
ACTION ON BASES, LAND REFORM, N—WEAPONS Service 88.06.09 


MANILA - The Supreme Council of Bishops of the Philippine Independent Church 
(IFI) has issued a pastoral letter on 'the destiny of the Filipino people and 
their patriomony'. 


The bishops cite seven ‘'realities' of contemporary Philippine life: 
‘increasing circles of violence’, ‘continuing and consistent militarization’, 
insurgency, the fragility of democratic institutions, intervention in Filipino 
internal affairs by the United States and other foreign powers, a dependent 
economy, and 'a nation so rich, but whose people live in poverty'. 


In that light, the bishops reiterate three positions they have taken in recent 
years -— that the country be nuclear free, that foreign (US) military bases be 
removed, and that there be ‘genuine agrarian reform ... to liberate the 
peasantry from ... bondage.' 


Speaking of the IFI's ‘nationalist charism' the bishops say the IFI's heritage 
is God's ‘call to us to be witnesses to him in our people's independence, 
identity, and integrity.' That, they say, is currently undermined by 
‘influences and workings of foreign powers, as well as the debilitating 
effect' of unspecified IFI ‘internal bickerings and fragmentations’. 


The IFI was formed early in this century in the wake of nationalist reactions 
against foreign influences and control. After the Roman Catholic Church, it 
is the country's largest denomination. It is in full communion with most of 
Anglicanism and Old Catholicism in other parts of the world. [EPS] 


GORBACHEV TO CHRISTIAN PEACE GROUP: Ecumenical Press 
SHARED OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS Service 88.06.10 


PRAGUE - In a letter to Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth, president of 
the Christian Peace Conference, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev says he fully 
shares ‘your concern for the fate of humankind and the civilization of the 
world, as well as your hope that its destruction may be prevented, and that 
peace and life on earth may be saved.' 


Gorbachev was replying to a letter earlier this year from the CPC Working 
Committee. Among other things, the committee expressed its belief that God 
will bless Soviet efforts to rid the earth of nuclear arms by the end of the 
next decade. 


The Soviet leader called his country's position on preventing nuclear war 
‘clear and unequivocal. Nuclear war cannot be a means for attaining 
political, economic, ideological, or any other goals.' 


Gorbachev says it is 'noteworthy that the wish voiced by Christians all over 
the world - to free the earth from the evil of nuclear weapons by the year 
2000 -— coincides with our own programme of a step-by-step liquidation of 
nuclear armaments by the end of the century.’ 


The Soviet leader said 'the task of the preservation of peace has long ceased 
to be the concern only of state representatives. ... Your organization in 
particular, which represents many millions of Christians from all continents, 
is consistently devoted to the prevention of a nuclear apocalypse. ... I 
sincerely welcome the activities displayed by your organization aimed at the 
preservation of peace and the development of humanism, and of just spiritual 
and moral values on earth.' [EPS] 


BISHOP: EXTERNAL DEBT Ecumenical Press 
AFFECTS CHURCH MISSION Service 88.06.11 


BRUSSELS -— 'The problems associated with external indebtedness directly affect 
the mission of the church', observed Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu. He 
was among participants from 24 countries at an ecumenical consultation (here, 
16-19 May) on the debt problems of the ‘ACP countries' (in Africa, the 
Caribbean, and the Pacific). ‘In Africa', Okullu observed, ‘churches have 
been running the ambulance service and taking care of the victims for too long 
without asking the causes of casualties.' 


The meeting was organized by nine church organizations, including the 
Geneva—based World Council of Churches. Its final statement includes several 
specific recommendations for church positions on _ short- and long-term 
solutions to the debt crisis. These include cancellation of bilateral 
European government loans and government-guaranteed export credits to CAP 
countries, better trade terms for ACP exports to the 12-nation European 
Community, European support for ACP development strategies which stress 
collective self reliance, and rejection of debt-management strategies which 
penalize the poor. 


Participants also urged church education efforts on the debt crisis, and 
action campaigns to advance various policy recommendations. “Lt \1-ies2 Of 
fundamental importance', they said, 'that the debt issue be placed squarely on 
the agenda of the churches in both European and Third World countries, and 
that appropriate networks for their joint reflections and actions be 
established as soon as possible.' [EPS] 


BRITISH UNITED REFORMED BACK Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNION, HEAR ANC REPS Service 88.06.12 


SOUTHPORT (England) -— The 1988 General Assembly of the United Reformed Church 
(here, 9-13 May) overwhelmingly approved a proposal that the URC unite with 
the Congregational Union of Scotland [EPS 88.02.39]. The CUS assembly is to 
vote on the proposal in September. The URC is predominantly English, though 
it has a few congregations in Scotland. 


In another ecumenical vote, the assembly endorsed approval voted earlier by 
the URC Welsh Synod of a five-denomination document on ‘Ministry in a Uniting 
Church' in Wales. The URC is the first to make a response. Also involved are 
Welsh Presbyterians, Anglicans, Methodists, and Baptists. Under the ministry 
plan, all parts of a three-fold ministry of deacons, presbyters and bishops 
would be open to men and women. Bishops would head small dioceses. 


Two representatives of the ANC, a leading organization fighting white-minority 
control of South Africa, spoke to the assembly. Cedric Mayson, a South 
African Methodist minister responsible for ANC liaison with religious groups, 
told delegates of the ANC vision of a ‘united, non-racial, democratic’ South 
Africa. He said the ANC hates violence, but 'we see no alternative to armed 
Struggle while Western countries support apartheid.' He said the South 
African government is ‘in deep crisis' and has ‘'unleased an unprecedented 
reign of terror.' 


In other action, the assembly called on the United Kingdom and other European 
countries to reject proposals to deploy new nuclear weapons to compensate for 
those removed under terms of a recent US-USSR agreement. Delegates also took 
exception to current UK government trends and policies which 'threaten to 
reduce the quality of public services, to erode the principal of universality 
at the heart of the welfare state, and to widen the inequalities between the 
rich and the poor.' [EPS] 


Hungary: Marxist-—Christian dialogue continues EPS 88.06.13 
DEBRECEN —- ‘Truth and Justice' was the main theme of the fourth Hungarian 
dialogue involving Christian professors of systematic theology and Marxist 
philosophers from countries with Marxist governments. [EPS] 


Papua New Guinea: Anglican bishops oppose women as bishops EPS 88.06.14 
PORT MORESBY - All six bishops of the Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea have 
warned against the ordination of women as Anglican bishops. Papua New Guinea 
is so far the only Anglican jurisdiction where all the bishops have publicly 
opposed the ordination of women as bishops. The PNG bishops urge Anglican 
bishops in the West to ‘listen to fellow Anglicans in other parts of the 
world, and not take unilateral action on matters which affect the whole 
church.' [EPS] 


Sudan: RC bishops say government-—backed groups bring destruction EPS 88.06.15 
KHARTOUM - The information bulletin of the general secretariat of the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Sudan says fanatic militias, supported 
by the Sudanese army and government, are torturing and massacring people and 
destroying churches in some parts of the country. [EPS] 


Europe: minority Lutheran information service moving EPS 88.06.16 
VIENNA - The editorial office of IDL, the German-language Information Service 
for Lutheran Minority Churches in Europe, is to move here from Budapest in 
September. The IDL office has been in Budapest since its founding in 1982. 
Besides deciding to move the office, the Commission on Communication of the 
Lutheran World Federation also elected a new editor-in-chief, Jiirgen Kapiske, 
a pastor-journalist from the GDR (East Germany). He succeeds Gottfried 
Mierau, IDL's founder editor, who comes from the FRG (West Germany). A report 
of the move in Lutheran World Information (19 May) did not indicate a reason 
for it. [EPS] 


Japan: Norwegian missionaries in solidarity on fingerprinting EPS 88.06.17 
OSAKA - Forty-four Norwegian missionaries working in the Kansai area have 
expressed ‘deep regret that the Japanese authorities have not been willing to 
listen to the many voices protesting the present practice of using 
fingerprinting as part of the registration of foreigners. ... Continued 
practice of fingerprinting will not increase mutual understanding, which would 
have been in line with Japan's professed goal of a greater degree of 
internationalization.' Among those particularly opposed to the practice are 
Koreans in Japan, who consider it symbolic of discrimination they have been 
suffering over recent decades. [EPS] 


Denmark: bishop objects to church humiliation EPS 88.06.18 
COPENHAGEN - In an interview in the daily Berlingske Tidende, Ole Berthelsen, 
bishop here of the Evangelical-Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark, says he ‘might 
favour a free constitution for the Folk Church, but not necessarily 
independent of the state.' He says what he particularly dislikes about 
current Danish church-state arrangements is the ‘constant humiliating 
boot-licking of the political power when influence has to be brought to bear 
on account of a piece of church legislation.’ [EPS] 


Italy: Evangelical federation objects to school crucifixes EPS 88.06.19 
ROME — President Aurelio Sbaffi of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in 
Italy, has urged that crufixes be removed from the classrooms of state-run 
schools on grounds that they symbolize ‘one religious denomination’, and thus 
‘amount to religious discrimination, and ... question the equality of Italian 
citizens and the respect for minority groups.' Almost all Italians are at 
least nominally Roman Catholics. The federation includes Salvation Army, 
Reformed (Waldensian), Methodist, Baptist, and Lutheran membership. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Message for World Environment Day' EPS 88.06.20 


This message from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches, marks World Environment Day, 5 June. In connection with the day, 
the UN Environment Programme is distributing sermon notes, liturgy helps, 
music, suggestions for implementing environmental principles, a rationale for 
the day, and information on various environmental dangers. Besides that 
material, Castro also commended the recommendations and report (‘Our Common 
Future') of the World Commission on Environment and Development, chaired by 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 


This year, World Environment Day falls on a Sunday. It is, therefore, 
particularly appropriate for Christians to recall that the whole of creation 
is within God's provenance and that we are responsible for its well being. 


People in some places are fortunate in that they enjoy a relatively healthy 
and unpolluted environment. Tragically, in recent years, such situations have 
often abruptly changed for the worse. Elsewhere, environmental degradation 
has reached such appalling levels that only most drastic measures are likely 
to avert global catastrophe. In such a case, all of us - the environmentally 
well off and the disadvantaged majority -— would suffer irreversibly. 


On World Environment Day, therefore, let us call on the whole human family to 
strive for the preservation and restoration of the natural environment - 
especially the world's animals and plants - interrelated with each other and 
with us. 


Let us recognise that this can only be done by awakening communities and 
nations to seek justice and peace for all. They must also adopt policies and 
life-styles which model our responsibilities under God towards our human 
neighbours, all our fellow creatures, and the whole of creation. 


At this time, we are particularly concerned at tthe manner in which 
irreplaceable and rapidly diminishing genetic resources are being destroyed as 
a result of massive deforestation. We are especially concerned also about 
laboratory experiments now being conducted which involve transmutations and 
the formation of new genetic strains. 


These threaten the delicate and mutually supportive relationships between 
different life forms, and introduce, for the first time in human history, the 
possibility of a biological catastrophe of global dimensions. We call upon 
all scientists involved in genetic experimentation, their organisations and 
governments, to reconsider the scope and aims of such research until such time 
as there has been adequate public discussion of these issues. 


Christians believe God sent the Son to save the whole of creation. We believe 
God nourishes and loves all living creatures - people, animals, and plants - 
and the universe itself. We believe the perfection of creation must be 
achieved through our active participation in the costly realisation of our 
common future. 


Nonetheless, we affirm the centrality of Christ as ‘the first-born of all 
creation' in whom ‘all things hold together' (Colossians 1:15-17). Therefore, 
there may be limits within which artificial life forms must be kept if we are 
not to forfeit our legitimate role as co-creators with God. 


Let us, therefore, rededicate ourselves, praying that we become better 
equipped to fulfil God's purposes in partnership with God, and joining hands 
with our brothers and sisters everywhere in the struggle to affirm in word and 
deed the integrity of God's unique and wonderful creation. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/22) 


The new (April) issue of WSCF [=World Student Christian Federation] Journal 
has as its theme 'Re-Examining Mission and the World of Students'. A copy 
is available from WSCF at 150, route de Ferney, CH-1218 Grand-Sacconex, 
Switzerland. 


IDOC International is seeking a mew secretary general. The closing date is 
1 July. More information is available from the IDOC search committee, Via 
Santa Maria dell'Anima 30, I-00186 Rome. 


An ‘Open Letter to the Churches of South Korea from the Swedish Ecumenical 
Council's Assembly (which met in Stockholm, 19 May) is available from SEN, 
Stortorget 3, S-11129 Stockholm. 


A revised WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


The new (April) issue of Blueprints (a journal of the Frontier Internship in 
Mission programme includes articles on organising women in the United States, 
international solidarity efforts with a campus-ministry base, 
development-—education priorities, rural violence in Brazil, the cross and the 
sword in the Spanish discovery of America, women as community organizers in 
marginalised communities, Arab Christian participation in the Middle East, and 
challenges to the relevancy of international mission. Write FIM, 150 route de 
Ferney, 1218 Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, 22, and 26 August. 
Please make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome 
to cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available 
from Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ; 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Thursday 16 June 
Tuesday 21 June 
Wednesday 29 June 
Wednesday 06 July 
Monday 18 July 
Mondays through 08 August 
Thursday 11 August 
Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August 
Friday 19 August 
Thursday 25 August 
Tuesday 30 August 
Tuesday 13 September 
Monday 19 September 


Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears four times a month. This issue was printed 07 June. The next 
is scheduled for 14 June. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. EPS = annual 
subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US 
dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish. kronor, 175 
Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
HOLD ‘EMERGENCY CONVOCATION’ Service 88.06.21 


JOHANNESBURG - Church leaders from throughout South Africa and overseas held 
an ‘emergency convocation' for two days (here, 30-31 May) to consider possible 
ways to increase pressure on the South African government to end apartheid 
(the country's system of white-minority domination). 


Opening the gathering of about 250 people in a centre-city Presbyterian 
church, General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of 
Churches said 'we must go beyond passive non-violence, where you do nothing, 
and move over into active non-violence.' 


Participants did not discuss ‘civil disobedience'. (Under South African law, 
it is a criminal offence to advocate that.) Rather, they considered forms of 
"‘non-—cooperation' and 'non-collaboration'. These include refusing to comply 
with the Population Registration Act (under which South Africans are racially 
classified at birth) and the Group Areas Act (which mandates’ racial 
segregation in some residential areas), and withholding taxes. 


In a message sent to the meeting, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro spoke of 
South African Christian witness on behalf of ‘ideals that are at the heart of 
the Christian faith ... to break down the barriers that divide people, and to 
promote the one human family in justice and peace.' Recalling a WCC-initiated 
dialogue on apartheid that culminated in the Cottesloe Consultation in 1960 
[1960 EPS ##46,47], Castro said that ‘since then, the South African regime has 
become infamous for brutality and totalitarianism - of repression at home and 
destabilisation among neighbouring states.' He said the ‘ecumenical community 
has defended the name of Christ by saying no to the evil of apartheid.' 


Castro also recalled the affirmation by a WCC-sponsored meeting last year in 
Lusaka (Zambia) [EPS 87.05.68] of the ‘unquestionable right of the peoples of 
South Africa and Namibia to engage in struggles towards a permanent peace and 
justice for all.’ Last July, the SACC endorsed the declaration from that 
meeting. Among other things, it notes that ‘the nature of the South African 
regime ... compels the movements [fighting against it] to use force along with 
other means to end oppression.' 


The meeting concluded with worship in a Roman Catholic church in the black 
township of Soweto. Permission to use an open-air amphitheatre in the 
township was refused. Principal preacher was Desmond Tutu, the Anglican 
archbishop for southern Africa. 


In a related development, video tapes were reportedly erased after being given 
to South African Airways for shipment. The tapes showed church protests of 
government evictions of black families from a shanty settlement outside the 
white-zoned town of George. 


Earlier in the month, an ecumenical delegation, including Chikane, and Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley, visited Europe, including a stop at the 
Vatican. The church leaders said they are 'saddened and alarmed' by the 
‘apparent lack of commitment' in the 12-nation European Community to take 
effective actions against South Africa. 


They suggested EC countries reduce and downgrade their diplomatic missions in 
South Africa, tighten visa requirements for South African visitors, and 
significantly reduce the size of the staffs of South African embassies and 
consulates in Europe. They also called for an end to EC imports of South 
African coal and to loans to South Africa by EC banks, and a withdrawal of 
permission for South African Airways to land in EC countries. [EPS] 


SOME ORTHODOX HIERARCHS STAY AWAY Ecumenical Press 
FROM MILLENNIUM OVER CHURCH STATUS Service 88.06.22 


GENEVA -— Disagreements about church status and rank have led the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and at least two other Eastern Orthodox churches not to be 
represented at this month's ceremonies marking the 1000th anniversary of the 
baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev -— celebrated by the Russian Orthodox Church 
(ROC) as the beginning of its life and witness in what is now the Soviet Union. 


In part, the disagreement has to do with the canonical status of the Orthodox 
Churches in America and Japan (OCA, OCJ). In 1970, the ROC gave the OCA 
autocephaly (independence) and the OCJ autonomy (virtual independence). The 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and others have not accepted that action, on grounds 
that proper procedures were not followed. The issue of ecclesiastical ranking 
concerns the Georgian Orthodox Church (also in what is now the Soviet Union). 
For the Russians it comes sixth; for the Ecumenical Patriarchate next-to-last. 


Efforts to find a mutually acceptable way round the disagreement before the 
celebrations did not succeed. Procedures for granting autocephaly/autonomy, 
and church rank are part of the agenda for the long-planned Pan-Orthodox 
Council. They are also to be taken up at a pre-conciliar conference next year. 


Besides the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Alexandria and All Africa, and the Church of Greece were not represented at 
the millennium celebrations. Georges Tsetsis, the grand protopresbyter of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and its representative here, says they decided, ‘with 
regret', that sending delegations would give ‘tacit recognition and approval 
to an uncanonical situation', and thus pre-empt pan-Orthodox discussions of it. 


Nonetheless, he said, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, 'first among equals’ 
in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy, considers the millennium 'very important 
for the life of the church'. Tsetsis recalled that his patriachate organized 
a commemoration of the anniversary last March. [EPS] 


NEW ZEALAND: NEW ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
BODY HOLDS FIRST CONFERENCE Service 88.06.23 


PALMERSTON NORTH - The 100-or-so participants in the first Annual Forum of the 
Conference of Churches in Aotearoa/New Zealand (here, 13-15 May), considered, 
among other things, the planned National Observance in 1990 of the 150th 
anniversary of the arrival of white settlers. It suggested the observance 
focus on Te Tiriti O Waitangi, the treaty between representatives of the 
United Kingdom and the original (Maori) inhabitants of Aotearoa. 


Minority Maoris and their supporters in New Zealand point treaty violations by 
whites. The forum said church people should not be coopted into observances 
or ceremonies which deny the treaty or honour it falsely. 


The resolution on 1990 was one of 27 agreed by using consensus—style decision-— 
making. "The consensus approach is making a significant difference to the 
CCANZ' said Jocelyn Armstrong, CCANZ executive secretary in Wellington. 


In other action, the forum accepted two new Eastern Orthodox members (Serbian 
and Antiochian), and approved a category of CCANZ associate membership. This 
allows a denomination in which individual congregations have the final say on 
such matters to be associated with CCANZ on behalf of some congregations 
within it. Also, a three-person CCANZ presidium was elected - John Major 
(Salvation Army), Jan Cormack (Presbyterian), and Lisa Fitzgerald (Roman 
Catholic). [EPS] 


CHURCH AGENCIES URGED: COMBINE Ecumenical Press 
AID AND ADVOCACY ON MOZAMBIQUE Service 88.06.24 


HARARE (Zimbabwe) (Steve Askin) - Church agencies must combine relief and 
development work with stronger political advocacy against apartheid if they 
are to contribute effectively to the drive to save Mozambican lives, church 
people meeting here said (27 May). The meeting was attended by representatives 
of southern African church councils, partner agencies in Europe, North 
America, and Oceania, and the World Council of Churches. 


Participants also recommended extension and expansion of a WCC Emergencies 
Consultancy for Southern Africa, based here. The consultancy, which was to 
expire 31 October, should be reorganized as an Ecumenical Coordination Office 
for Emergencies and Rehabilitation in Southern Africa, they recommended. The 
office is to help national church councils in the 1ll-nation region identify, 
plan, and strengthen projects; support staff training; and collaborate in 
exchanges of information on the region's needs. 


After outlining emergency aid needs at the start of the conference [EPS 
88.05.91], participants focused in the final days on the political dimension 
of famine and displacement in southern Africa. 


They said violence by the Mozambique National Resistance (MNR), not drought or 
other natural disasters, is the main reason a million Mozambicans have fled 
their country and nearly six million are hungry or displaced within its 
borders. South Africa sponsors MNR ‘terrorist activities' and ‘'wanton 
destruction of human life', their closing statement charged. It added that 
‘influencing governments and the general public to withdraw all forms of 
support for the South African regime' is as much a part of the relief effort 
as more traditional drives to deliver food, medicine, and other supplies. 


Several church agencies from northern countries described existing advocacy 
campaigns... Such campaigns were welcomed by southern African church and 
government officials. ‘Please continue your efforts so we are able to live 
like normal countries' said a representative of the Zimbabwe Commission of 
Refugees. She told the group that South African violence has forced all the 
governments of the region to divert funds needed for development into national 
defence efforts. 


"Advocacy has more power than armies', said a delegate from the Christian 
Council of Mozambique. He urged them to ‘let the victims speak' by inviting 
Mozambican war victims to tour their countries or by sending church delegates 
to Mozambique. International solidarity is urgently needed, added Eunice 
Sowazi of the Council of Swaziland Churches because 'the enemy is very strong, 
our projects are haphazard, resources and people are scarce.’ 


Valentine Ziswa, head of the emergencies consultancy, complained that no 
action has yet been taken to set up a 300,000-US-dollar Special Emergency 
Fund, proposed in May 1987. at a meeting of regional church councils in 
Botswana, and approved the next month at a conference in Geneva on the 
Mozambican crisis. To be administered by the WCC, the fund would provide 
direct and immediate financial aid to victims of South African violence and 
economic sabotage. 


Rome—based IPS news agency reported that several among the 80-or-so conference 
‘participants raised the possibility of church organizations giving non-lethal 
military aid to Mozambique to protect food convoys and other relief projects 
against MNR attack. However, ‘no definite position was formulated by the 
meeting.' [EPS] 


AUSTRALIA: MANY ISSUES AT Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLY OF UNITING CHURCH Service 88.06.25 


MELBOURNE - A covenant with Aboriginal and Islander people, a proposal for 
establishing a renewed diaconate as a new order of ministry, and the role of 
women in the church, were among key issues discussed at the fifth national 
Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia (here, 22-28 May). 


Without dissent, the assembly agreed to work for a covenant between the UCA 
and its Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. It was formed at the 
1985 assembly, in response to a desire by UCA Aboriginal and Islander members 
to be responsible for ministry and evangelism among their own people, and the 
assembly gave it greater responsibility in the selection and training of 
candidates for ministry within its jurisdiction. 


Congress President Charles Harris said the covenant would seek to ‘turn the 
rhetoric of our Christian community into actions which build the Kingdom of 
God amongst us', and commit the whole UCA to sharing the Aboriginal and 
Islander people's pain and struggle for justice. The covenant would be 
ratified at the next UCA assembly, in 1991. 


In one of the most intense debates, a proposal to introduce a new diaconal 
order of ministry was deferred, to enable more work and consultation on the 
whole UCA pattern of ministry. The issue has been on the UCA agenda since its 
second assembly (1979). Debate this time centred on an extensive Diaconate 
Committee report, which resulted from a 1985 assembly decision and recommended 
a framework for a renewed diaconate, but which the UCA Standing Committee 
rejected. A new proposal is to be brought to the 1991 assembly. 


A report on ‘Women in the Uniting Church in Australia' was commended for 
study. Describing women as significantly under-represented in UCA .decision-— 
making bodies, it recommends establishment of a UCA Commission for Women and 
Men in the Church. ‘The issue is more than numbers of women on committees - 
it's about the style and openness of church structures to enable full 
participation of all persons', one woman told the assembly. She added that 
men would need to change their expectations and patterns of behaviour to 'free 
women from the housework' in both home and church. 


In a major presentation, the UCA Finance Council called for major changes to 
overcome declining figures for UCA membership and resources. The crisis is as 
much one of mission as it is of money, the council said. The assembly asked 
regional UCA synods to ‘address the urgent challenge presented by the report’. 
It said further work is needed to provide specific proposals for action. 


In other business, the assembly: 


- referred for further consideration the issue of baptismal reaffirmation 
(by adults baptised as infants), including acts of immersion. 


- affirmed ‘gifts of the Spirit manifest in charismatic renewal, and the 
new life they have brought to many congregations'. 


- expressed ‘deep disappointment' that the federal government has abandoned 
its policy for uniform national land rights for indigenous Australians. 


- chose theologian, worship consultant, and ecumenist D'Arcy Wood as UCA 
president-elect, to take office in 1991; appointed parish minister Gregor 
Henderson as assembly general secretary, succeeding David Gill, who goes to 
the Australian Council of Churches as its general secretary next month; and 
installed High Court Judge Ronald Wilson as the first UCA lay president. [EPS] 


CHINESE CHURCH LEADER Ecumenical Press 
NOTES UNITY, EVANGELISM Service 88.06.26 


GENEVA - During a visit last month, K.H. Ting, the bishop who chairs the China 
Christian Council (CCC), spoke of evangelism and church unity in China (where 
Catholicism and Protestantism are generally viewed as separate religions). 


Ting called the CCC a ‘pavilion for rest' between a council of denominations 
and a united national Protestant church. In the current 'post-—denominational 
Stage', he said, denominations do not exist, but their special characteristics 
of faith and worship are protected. He noted some resistance to this stage, 
for example, by those of the ‘Little Flock' tradition. They reject ordination 
and think only the local community can be truly described as church. 


Ting said the CCC had to decide whether to move into greater unity without the 
Little Flock. He said it has decided not to, so now ‘all activities to go 
into greater unity have ceased on the national level.' Instead, ‘on 
provincial and local levels, plans have been devised." He expressed hope that 
these efforts would lead eventually to national church unity. 


Ting recalled that when the communists took power in China 40 years ago, 
Protestants there numbered about 700,000. Now there are more than four 
million (with another four million Catholics). ‘It is clear that ours is an 
evangelistic church', he observed. Noting that some Chinese Christians are 
‘model workers' in their work places, and others are activists in 
neighbourhood groups, he said they evangelize 'where they work, and where they 
reve’. 


Ting stressed the importance of the church identifying with whatever society 
it is in. He said Chinese Christians have to ‘de-Westernize' the church 
there, so it can be 'just as Chinese as the church in Switzerland is Swiss.' 


With Ting during his visit to organizations at the Ecumenical Centre here were 
CCC Executive Vice President Han Wen-zao (who is also general secretary of the 
Amity Foundation), Guangdong Seminary Principal Huang Guang-yao, Shanghai 
professor Ou Tian-yuan, and Secretary General Bao Ren-quan of the Chengdu 
Christian Three-Self Movement Committee. 


The stop was part of a month-long trip in Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, France, 
and Norway. They met here with representatives of the World Council of 
Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
World Student Christian Federation, and Conference of European Churches. [EPS] 


USA: Bible Society offers booklet for people with Aids EPS 88.06.27 
NEW YORK - The American Bible Society is publishing a booklet of Bible 
passages intended for people with the disease Aids, and their families and 
friends. Title of the booklet is 'Nothing Can Separate Us from the Love of 
God'. It includes 22 Bible passages linked by brief explanations. Chaplains 
and others who work with Aids patients reviewed the manuscript. [EPS] 


Russian Orthodox, Vatican to discuss Ukrainian Catholics EPS 88.06.28 
MOSCOW - Russian Orthodox and Vatican representatives are to meet at a Finnish 
monastery next month to discuss Eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the Ukraine. 
Officially, they have been members of the Russian Orthodox Church since 1946, 
but some - estimates vary between 1 and 5 million - continue an underground 
Roman Catholic allegiance. In announcing the talks, Metropolitan Filaret of 
Kiev said ‘restoration of the [legality of the Eastern-rite] church will mean 
a deterioration of' Vatican-ROC relations, which are 'very dear and valuable 
to us'. Though in communion with the pope, the worship forms and some other 
practices of Eastern-rite Roman Catholics resemble those of Orthodox. [EPS] 


Scotland: Presbyterian suspended for asking RC to pray EPS 88.06.29 
GLASGOW — The synod of the small Free Presbyterian Church has suspended one of 
its ministers, Alexander Murray, for three months because he asked a Roman 
Catholic priest, Thomas Wynne, to pray at a meeting of the working party on 
religious education of the Highlands Regional Council. Murray, a former FPC 
moderator, chairs the working party. [EPS] 


International work camp considers peacemaking EPS 88.06.30 
BEREKFURDO (Hungary) -— ‘Peacemaking and East-West Relations' was the theme for 
an international workcamp co-sponsored here by the [US] Alliance of Christian 
Theological Students, Westminster Christian Fellowship of Central Michigan 
University, the Europe Region of the World Student Christian Federation, and 
the Reformed Church in Hungary. Together with Hungarians, the US visitors 
restored the roof of a Reformed church, and worked at the church conference 
centre here. They also spent a weekend with Reformed seminary students in 
Debrecen. [EPS] 


Hispanics cite frustration with Disciples task force EPS 88.06.31 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana) - Calling the Committee on Racial Ethnic Inclusiveness 
and Empowerment of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) ‘somewhat of an 
empty exercise', Hispanic representatives have decided to suspend temporarily 
their participation on the panel, ‘until we are prepared fully for meaningful 
and productive and healing dialogue.' Juan Rodriguez, president of the 
Disciples Hispanic and Bilingual Fellowship, said the problem is structural, 
but the caucus is 'not [yet] able to articulate' the problem ‘as well as we'd 
like to'. [EPS] 


Southern Africa: church youth meet EPS 88.06.32 
NDOLA (Zambia) - ‘African Youth in the Church Today' was the theme of a 
conference for southern African youth hosted here by the Christian Council of 
Zambia. In his opening address, Zambian Prime Minister Kebby Musokotwane 
urged the church to be more involved in efforts to replace white-minority rule 
in South Africa and Namibia. He said church people shouldn't think of 
politics as dirty. He said that if politics is dirty, the church has allowed 
that. Among those attending were 15 youth from South Africa. [EPS] 


Zambia: officials‘ comments prompt church anger EPS 88.06.33 
NDOLA —- Local Roman Catholic leaders are reportedly outraged by remarks by 
district officials of the ruling United National Independence Party. As 
reported by the church magazine Incengelo, a UNIP district political secretary 
and a women's league leader here insulted church members after some of them 
questioned activities of party militants in the area. The members reportedly 
described the militants as ‘worse than Aids'. Among other things, says the 
magazine, UNIP official Benson Ilunga called the church people ‘primitive and 
ignorant'. [EPS] 


United Methodist bishops issue letter on Aids EPS 88.06.34 
KANSAS CITY (Missouri) - The bishops of the US-based United Methodist Church 
have issued a 2000-word statement on the disease Aids. It ‘is not', the 
bishops say, ‘sent as a curse from God upon those whose lifestyle is called 
into question. We do not believe that the God of love, revealed in Jesus 
Christ, wages germ warfare on the human family, including the unborn and 
newborn." Citing the UMC standard that genital sexual activity is for married 
couples only, the bishops urge those who do not subscribe to that to use 
condoms when engaged in any sexual activity outside monogamous relationships. 
The bishops urge seven actions with respect to Aids, and add that ‘above all, 
we expect United Methodists to be kindly, understanding, and loving in their 
relationships.' [EPS] 


Uganda: council of Pentecostal and Evangelical churches formed EPS 88.06.35 
KAMPALA — About 35 Ugandan church bodies have formed the National Council of 
Pentecostal and Evangelical Churches. The new council is seeking government 
recognition. Uganda's two major denominations — Roman Catholic and Anglican 
— already have an ecumenical structure. [EPS] 


Atheists said to number 197 million EPS 88.06.36 
BERLIN (WEST) - The number of ‘conscious atheists' in the world is now about 
197 million according to the International Association of Agnostics and 
Atheists. The group says the number increases by about 8.5 million a year. 
[EPS] 


Europe: Baptists to meet next month EPS 88.06.37 
BUDAPEST —- The every-five-year Congress of the European Baptist Federation is 
to meet here next month (26-30 July). Theme of the meeting is 'Come and See 
What God Has Done’. The Baptist World Alliance counts more than a million 
members and more than 10,000 congregations in Baptist denominations in 22 
European countries. [EPS] 


Africa: lay trainers to meet EPS 88.06.38 
ACCRA (Ghana) - The Association of Lay Trainers in Africa is to meet here (1-5 
August) to discuss 'Development and Nation Building: the Ghana Experience’. 
Among topics on the meeting's agenda are the roles of women, families, and the 
church in development. Observers are expected from Latin America and Asia. 
[EPS] 


FRG: interfaith developments prompt evangelical criticism EPS 88.06.39 
WETZLAR -— The German Evangelical Alliance says recent interfaith developments 
have prompted some evangelical criticism. Following a greeting from West 
Berlin United Bishop Marin Kruse to the estimated two million FRG Muslims at 
the end of their month-long feast of Ramadan, Independent Lutheran Bishop 
Jobst Schoene called it dangerous to give the impression that Muslims and 
Christians pray to the same God. Kruse said Christians and Muslims share 
responsibility to ‘strive for the honour of God's name'. He wished Muslims 
‘God's blessing on the way of faith'. Missiologist and professor Peter 
Beyerhaus called the greeting 'scandalous'. He said it reflects a trend 
towards formation of a single world religion. He charged that the Vatican and 
the World Council of Churches are also in favour of that. Beyerhaus was also 
among critics of a prize worth 30,000 US dollars to be awarded 16 June to the 
dalai lama, the leader of Tibetan Buddhism, by the Evangelical theology 
faculty at Tiibigen. The prize is for humanitarian achievements’ and 
tolerance. Beyerhaus objected to honouring ‘someone who is regarded as an 
incarnate god'. He also charged that the dalai lama is spearheading a pagan 
movement sweeping the church. The Pietist church fellowship wrote to also 
protest the award. [EPS] 


FRG: fewer church members per clergyperson EPS 88.06.40 
HANNOVER - According to new statistics for the Evangelical [United, Reformed, 
Lutheran] Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin], there are about 12,600 
clergy active in about 10,600 Evangelical parishes. Compared to 1964, the 
first year comparable figures are available, the ratio of members to clergy 
has declined from 2500 to 2000 to one. This is a result of both an increase 
in the number of clergy and a decrease in the number of members. Also 
changing is the proportion of women among Evangelical clergy. It was about 
two percent in 1964. Now it is about 11 percent. [EPS] 


Europe: more than 20% of Christians believe in reincarnation EPS 88.06.41 
WETZLAR (FRG) -— The German Evangelical Alliance reports that recent surveys 
suggest that more than one European Christian in five believes in 
reincarnation. [EPS] 


Finland: change in sermons reported EPS 88.06.42 
HELSINKI - Voitto Huotari, a Lutheran pastor and assistant professor of church 
sociology at the University of Helsinki, says his study of Finnish sermons 
over the past two decades suggests preachers now speak more about listeners’ 
experiences and less directly about the Bible. Exhortations to good works 
have declined. Global concerns get more attention, though Finnish society 
gets no more attention than it did in the sermons of the 1960s. Huotari says 
questions of salvation, repentance, and forgiveness used to be addressed more 
to individuals than they are now. [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: RC primate in ecumenical appeal EPS 88.06.43 
PRAGUE -— FrantiSek Cardinal TomaSek, the archbishop here who is primate of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Czechoslovakia, has called for a decade of spiritual 
renewal which he hopes will be ‘truly ecumenical in the widest possible 
sense'. Each of the years between now and 1997, the millennium of Vojtech, a 
Czech bishop, is to concentrate on a different area of Christian life. [EPS] 


Zambia: ecumenical leader warns on loss of overseas assistance EPS 88.06.44 
LUSAKA - Acting General Secretary Alderman Chileshe of the Christian Council 
of Zambia has warned that Zambian church-run hospitals, schools, and colleges 
would have to close if foreign help for them is cut off. He says he hopes 
overseas church people will pardon ‘human weakness" among some Zambian 
Christians and continue aid. ‘We pray to God that this rot stops', Chileshe 
told the National Mirror newspaper. In April, Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda said leaders of the United Church of Zambia were being probed by the 
Zambian Special Investigation Team on Economy and Trade and Anti-Corruption 
Commission. He spoke of funds, vehicles, and building materials being 
diverted to personal use by church leaders for a decade. Other earlier public 
charges and denials of mishandling of funds involved Midolo Ecumenical 
Foundation [EPS 88.03.122; 04.104] and the Evangelical Fellowsip of Zambia. 
Kaunda said donors are losing faith in Zambian church leaders. [EPS] 


Zambia: ecumenical appeal against Aids—related abortions EPS 88.06.45 
LUSAKA — The conference of Roman CGatholic bishops, Christian council, and 
Evangelical fellowship of Zambia are jointly urging the government to stop 
abortions for women suspected of having the Aids virus because ‘the unborn 
child is as much a human being as it will be after birth'. [EPS] 


Zambia: lack of Bible translation support noted EPS 88.06.46 
LUSAKA - Executive Director Syamukayumba Syamujaye of the Bible Society of 
Zambia says some denominations do not support Bible translations into 
languages spoken in parts of Zambia where they have no congregations. He says 
such attitudes have adversely affected BSZ projects. [EPS] 


Australia: new parliament building prompts gatherings, protests EPS 88.06.47 
CANBERRA — Australia's new parliament building was opened last month by Queen 
Elizabeth II. The ceremony included prayers by Christian (Roman Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, United), Muslim, and Jewish leaders. Two days 
before, a National Gathering of Christians attracted an estimated 30-35,000 
people to the site for prayers for the nation to mark the 200th anniversary of 
white settlement in Australia. In a pre-dawn protest march on opening day, an 
estimated 1000-plus aboriginal people and their supporters assembled to 
symbolically reclaim the site of the new building in a tribal ceremony. 
Aboriginal leader Kevin Gilbert called the new building ‘a symbol of the 
oppressor'. He said white Australia is based on fraud and deception. [EPS] 


Ethiopian patriarch dies EPS 88.06.48 
ADDIS ABABA - The leader of the largest grouping of Oriental Orthodox 
Christians, Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarch Abune Tekle Haimanot, died 6 June. 
[EPS] 


Japan: first Kyodan-seminary talks in 20 years EPS 88.06.49 
TOKYO - For the first time in 20 years, representatives of seminaries with 
ties to the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) have met with Kyodan 
officials. Representatives of four of the six Kyodan seminaries attended. 
Discussed were ministerial qualification exams, the kKyodan's two-level 
ministerial system, and denominational subsidies to seminaries. [EPS] 


Evangelist—bishop Festo Kivengere dead at 68 EPS 88.06.50 
NAIROBI - Noted evangelist and Ugandan Anglican bishop Festo Kivengere died 
here of leukemia. He was 68. During the 1970s, when Idi Amin was in power in 
Uganda, Kivengere went into exile. Several local and foreign church leaders 
attended a colourful funeral for Kivengere at the Anglican cathedral here. 
Burial was scheduled in Kabale, Uganda (29 May). [EPS] 


USA: presidential candidate's church status prompts controversy EPS 88.06.51 
BOSTON - The church status of US presidential candidate Michael Dukakis has 
become a campaign issue. Dukakis, a Democrat and governor of Massachusetts, 
was baptized under Eastern Orthodox auspices, but his wife is Jewish. In an 
‘open letter' earlier this year, George Jatras, an analyst for the Senate 
Republican Policy Committee, and Washington representative of a group called 
Orthodox Christians for Life, called Dukakis an apostate. Alex Karloutsos, 
communications director for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, a jurisdiction of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
said Eastern Orthodox who marry non-Christians remain church members, but 
‘Cannot receive the sacraments’. In response to questions about Dukakis' 
church status, archdiocesan press officer Takis Gazouleas said: 'With regret, 
we have observed recently attempts being made to inject religion in the 
political life of this nation, in direct contradiction of the First Amendment 
[to the US constitution]. We will not become party to this effort.' [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: Methodists debate Jesus' whiteness in revising hymnal EPS 88.06.52 
HARARE - The United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe is in the process of revising 
its hymnal. According to Patrick Matsikenyiri, a musician who is part of the 
20-member hymnal revision committee, one notable issue is language in hymns 
and other church literature which suggests Jesus is white. [EPS] 


Consultation considers mission in secularized Europe EPS 88.06.53 
STIGIUNA (Sweden) - Biblical aspects of mission was the focus of a second 
Study Consultation on Mission in a Secularised Europe (here, 2-6 May) under 
the auspices of the Conference of European Churches. About 50 participants 
from a score of countries attended. Among other things, the consultation 
emphasized that ‘we shall not regard secularized society as our enemy, but 
discover new signs of God's living and suffering presence, without 
underestimating that which is destructive and ambiguous in our post-Christian 
society.' The first consultation in the series took place last November in 
Switzerland [EPS 87.12.46]. The third will probably take place next year. 
[EPS] 


Japan: Supreme Court rules against Christian widow EPS 88.06.54 
TOKYO -— The Japan Supreme Court ruled (1 June) 14-1 against a Christian widow, 
Yasuka Nakaya, who has contested for 16 years the legality of her husband's 
enshrinement as a god by the Japanese military in a Shinto war memorial. 
Shinto used to be Japan's state religion [EPS 88.05.47]. The court decision 
overturned two previous verdicts. The widow's dead husband, Takafumi, was 
killed 20 years ago in an auto accident. At the time, he was a first 
lieutenant in the Japanese Self-Defence Forces. In its decision, the court 
declined to acknowledge the enshrinement as a religious act by the public 
authorities. Thus, the court said, it does not violate the widow's religious 
freedom, nor the constitutional ban on government religious activities. There 
is no appeal from the court's decision. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘European Ecumenical Statement on Russian Millennium’ EPS 88.06.55 


This message of greeting was sent from the presidium and advisory committee 
of the Conference of European Churches to the Russian Orthodox Church to mark 
the celebration of the millennium of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev. 


The great events of 988 AD have been of lasting significance for the whole of 
Europe. ... AS we celebrate with you the millennium, we do not overlook the 
tragic division of East and West that sundered the unity of the Christian 
family in Europe and all the sins and failures of these past centuries. On 
the contrary we turn to each other in humility and penitence, and we give 
thanks to God for drawing his scattered children together again. 


In the ecumenical movement the churches share a common will to heal by the 
power of the Holy Spirit the wounds of the past and through the grace of God 
to bring a new hope for the future to Europe and the whole of humankind. ... 
We draw strength and inspiration from your loyalty to the gospel of Christ 
through the vicissitudes of history ... 


It is our hope and our prayer that the celebrations of the millennium will 
strengthen the witness of the Russian Orthodox Church, further the unity of 
all our churches in truth and holiness, and contribute to the establishment of 
God's peace and his righteousness in all the world. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Council Report on Mozambique Situation" EPS 88.06.56 


This statement was presented for the Christian Council of Mozambique at a 
meeting in Harare last month on Mozambican refugees [EPS 88.05.91; 06.24]. 


.. How to explain that 14.6 million human beings occupying 799.380 square 
kilometres (i.e. only 18.3 people per square kilometre) are about to succumb 
to the reign of hunger? How to explain that the population working hard on 
such a vast and often fertile land has to ask for external food aid? How to 
explain that this country, rich in mineral resources ... fails to deliver the 
raw materials necessary for the few existing processing and manufacturing 
industries? How to explain, that a country with a 2470 kilometre-long 
coastline has an undernourished people lacking proteins which it could get 
from the abundant fish resources? 


.-. There is only one answer. This economically weak country that has not 
even one arms or munition factory of its own, has been forced to use a very 
substantial part of its gross social product to buy arms, munitions, and all 
kinds of non-productive war material. The ... war in Mozambique, the 
destruction of the railways, the mining of the roads, the ambushes of civilian 
trucks, the looting of rural trading centres, the consequences this has for 
the diminishing internal and external trade, the bandit raids on peasant 
communities, the economic sanctions which the South African regime has imposed 
for a long time against Mozambique - all of this implies a rapid decline of 
the income sources and the internal productive capacity of Mozambique and... 
increases the need for external aid, as the number of people and economic 
activities affected and dislocated by the war increases, and people are 
fleeing to safer regions inside or outside the country. 


The consequences of this war, ... imposed on us without provocation, ... reach 
alarming proportions. Life in Mozambique today has transformed itself to a 
mere struggle for survival. All action geared for survival is an emergency 
action. It is not easy to talk of this or that particular emergency situation 
in a country where everything and everyone seems to be struggling in one 
emergency or another. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Donald English: "Reflections on Wesley's Conversion’ EPS 88.06.57 


English is general secretary of the Home Mission Division of the British 
Methodist Conference. This is excerpted from his sermon at worship in 
London's principal Anglican cathedral (24 May) marking the 250th anniversary 
of John Wesley's ‘heart warming’. Wesley and his brother Charles, both 
Anglican priests, co-founded what has become the worldwide Methodist movement. 


..-. [Wesley searched for the entrance to the place where he could know that he 
was right with God] along a great variety of highways and by-ways. They 
included the discipline of the early centuries of Christendom (his friends at 
Oxford had called him Mr Primitive Christianity); the inner experiences of the 
mystics; high church perceptions about the love of God in the life of the 
believer, sacramental life, and liturgy; the writings of the Cambridge 
Platonists; and the simple evangelical faith of the Moravians, stemming from 
Reformation teaching. To all this had been added devoted activity for the 
poor and needy. ... 


[Finally, on 24 May 1738, his] cry was answered, at a quarter before nine, in 
Aldersgate Street, when his heart ‘was strangely warmed'. Charles, three days 
before, had put it much more simply in the words, 'I believe’. For *both™1t 
was a way of describing a moment of high experience, at the end of a long 
search. For the Wesleys, therefore, emotion and reason, will and action, 
belong inextricably together. ... 


The challenge to us is to live more deeply. John Wesley expressed the fear 
that as Methodists moved up the social scale, their spiritual keenness would 
decline. Sadly, he has too often been right. Conversely, we can be 
concerned about the social and political state of our society, yet offer 
nothing more than party-political solutions. Neither the capitalist dream 
nor the communist utopia can fulfil the vision of the Kingdom of God. 


We are deeply grateful for our Christian sisters and brothers around the 
world, represented here, for whom living as Christians involves constant 
personal risk; and in whom the experience of Christ is not additional to the 
rest of life, but fundamental to its sustenance. ... 


The cry from the depths is not simply a matter of the individual's 
relationship with God .... Christian caring involves crying to God from the 
depths of the pain of others. The 18th-century Methodists preached free 
salvation and perfect love. They also believed in social righteousness. 


This included schools, orphanages, lending societies, medical care, and 
visiting prisons and mental institutions. For the barely literate, there was 
a steady supply of small books. The gathering of the believers into classes 
and bands for fellowship gave many members of the artisan classes in England a 
dignity and participation in society ... otherwise ... denied to them. 


Nor did Wesley stop at social caring. He protested to government and local 
authorities on issues of justice, whether about the defence of the nation or 
about the treatment of French prisoners-of-war near Bristol. He considered 
the world as his parish, and any situation as open for comment and action from 
a Christian point of view. 


We are glad still to follow that path. Our Methodist churches in South 
‘America are very deeply involved alongside the poor in their struggle for 
justice. ... [South African Methodists] are constantly engaged in the battle 
against the evil of apartheid and all its attendant consequences. In Ireland, 
some of the most informed and sensitive statements on the situation have come 
from the Council on Social Welfare of the Methodist church there. [over] 
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Where Methodists are deeply committed to social caring and the struggle for 
justice, they are true to their Methodist, and more important their Christian, 
heritage. Two examples of John Wesley - in his 80s out in the snow collecting 
money for needy children, and in his very last letter writing to William 
Wilberforce encouraging him in his fight against slavery - should be etched 
permanently on the consciousness of us all. 


The Wesleys were far from perfect. On his own admission, Charles was often 
fearful about all that was going on. John was an autocrat, not always good 
in relationships, and often lacking in sheer common sense. But they had come 
through the depths. 


In one sense they remained in the depths, constantly crying to God and finding 
that he answered, in their #elationship to him, to his people and to the 
needy. In their experience they discovered another spiritual insight of the 
psalmist, that 'deep answers to deep’. 


How are we to follow in our day? The evangelistic task remains urgent. We 
are still called to tell Good News about Jesus, in all the world. Our 
54-million-strong Methodist family must still, as John Wesley would have put 
it, ‘offer them Christ’. 


But the shape of the task is not the same. How are we to view the expanding 
possibilities of television and radio? How much thought are we willing to 
give to the apologetic work of identifying and answering the great questions 
put to us by the cultures in which we are placed? How is what we preach 
influenced by the insights of modern knowledge? What difference is made by 
the fact that in many parts of the world the great faiths exist side by side? 


In caring for people, there are sharp decisions to make. However limited our 
resources, we cannot abandon places of stark need, whether or not they have 
promise of strong congregations in the future. We must surely still, ina 
translation of Wesley's grand sentence, 'Go not to those who need us but to 
those who need us most.' 


Only in sharing the depths of human pain and suffering, as Christ did on the 
cross, shall we share also the experience of resurrection. Without the cry 
of dereliction there will be no cry of triumph. 


Beyond that is perhaps the hardest question of all. Are we willing to get 
into the political arena, where the decisions about justice are taken, and to 
risk ourselves for the sake of the kingdom of God and in the interests of 
those who so often feel that they have no voice, or who cry and are not 
heard? Are we willing to be troublers of governments, of whatever political 
persuasion, where the values of the kingdom of God are ignored? 


Twentieth century issues are on a larger scale —- racism, our relationship to 
the natural world, moral questions raised by our scientific capabilities, the 
responsibility of rich nations to poor nations - but the persisting claims of 
the Christian gospel apply here too. 


In all this, it must be abundantly clear that the history we celebrate today 
is not just the inheritance of the Methodist people. It belongs to all the 
Christian family who wish to own it. ... 


That task requires our combined energies as surely as our message demands our 
unity. We gladly offer again Wesley's invitation to all whose hearts were as 
his: 'Give me your hand.' ... [EPS] 
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A final situation report on the situation in South China in the wake of the 
Typhoon Peggy in July 1986 is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. From the same source is available a situation report (#3, 19 May) 
on the aftermath of the March 1987 earthquake in Ecuador. 


Further information from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church on the death of its 
patriarch (EPS 88.06.48): He died peacefully in a hospital where he had been 
undergoing treatment. He was 70. He was elected patriarch in 1976. Before 
that, he had lived in a monastery for 40 years ‘rendering different spiritual 
and social services to the community' in the district where the monastery is 
located. In a message after the death was announced, WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro expressed ‘profound shock and _ sadness'. He recalled the 
patriarch's ‘contribution to the harmonious relations among the churches in 
Ethiopia, and ... his support and commitment to the World Council of Churches.’ 


Please correct the date in EPS 88.06.37. The meeting is in July 1989. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published a 
report on its consultation last November in Zimbabwe on ‘Church and 
Liberation’. It appears as the May (#14) issue of Development Education 
Forum, issued by the LWF Office for Research and Social Action. 


‘Lament for Lanka' is a series of interviews by Alison Wynne of people from 
Sri Lanka, ‘an island in conflict'. It is published by the International 
Affairs Committee of the Christian Conference of Asia, 57 Peking Road, 
Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


The current (June, #103) issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on the Nazareth Healing 
Complex, an enterprise in Togo which combines traditional herbal medicine, 
western 'modern' medicine, and prayer in holistic healing. 


Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran Press Services has launched a quarterly edition 
in Chinese to supplement its bi-weekly edition in English. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, 22, and 26 August. 
Please make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome 
to cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available 
from Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Thursday 16 June Tuesday 21 June 
Wednesday 29 June Wednesday 06 July 
Monday 18 July Mondays through 08 August 
Thursday 11 August Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August Friday 19 August 
Thursday 25 August Tuesday 30 August 
Tuesday 13 September Monday 19 September 


Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears four times a month. This issue was printed 14 June. The next 
is scheduled for 17 June. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. EPS annual 
subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US 
dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 
Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


CHURCH MILLENNIUM MARKED Ecumenical Press 
BY CELEBRATIONS, COUNCIL Service 88.06.58 


MOSCOW (Anneli Janhonen) - More than 400 foreign guests from 90 countries and 
many Christian traditions, joined here in more than a week of celebrations of 
the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev. 


Highlights of the festivities included numerous liturgies, beginning with a 
eucharist at the patriarchal cathedral celebrated by Patriarch Pimen and other 
leading hierarchs of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. The following 
Sunday (12 June), another lengthy and festive eucharist, in the courtyard of 
the Danilov Monastery, marked the Sunday in the Russian Orthodox church 
calendar which commemorates ‘all the saints who shone forth in the Land of 
Rus'. Besides the 1500-or-so official guests, thousands of others gathered, 
and the monastery's bells rang out a millennium message to the surrounding 
section of the city. 


Most, but not all, of the rest of Eastern Orthodoxy sent delegations. 
Canonical disagreements led Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios ('first among 
equals' in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy), the patriarch of Alexandria, and 
the archbishop of Athens to stay away [EPS 88.06.22]. 


Ecumenical guests included the Vatican secretary of state and president of 
its Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity (Agostino Cardinal Casaroli and 
Johannes Cardinal Willebrands); Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie ('first 
among equals' in the Anglican hierarchy); US Baptist evangelist Billy Graham; 
Brother Roger, prior of the Taizé ecumenical community in France; World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro; and Lutheran World 
Federation General Secretary Gunnar St&lsett. 


Soviet political leaders were also prominent during the week. President 
Andrei Gromyko received the guests at the Kremlin. A major gathering at the 
Bolshoi Theatre was attended by Deputy Prime Minister N. Talysin; the head of 
the government office for religious affairs, Konstantin Kharchev; and Raisa 
Gorbachev, wife of the Soviet leader. 


The Local Council - the top Russian Orthodox decision-making body - met for 
the first time in 17 years, at the monastery in Zagorsk, outside Moscow (6-9 
June). It included 272 bishops, priests, and other members from the 76 
Russian Orthodox dioceses (nine of which are outside the Soviet Union). Also 
represented were seminaries, academies, and monasteries. Except for a couple 
of nuns, all those at the council were men. Among ecumenical guests who 
addressed it were Runcie, Willebrands, and Stalsett. 


As previewed earlier [EPS 88.04.59] the council approved changes in church 
statutes, and formally declared nine ‘zealots of piety' to be saints. On the 
closing day, a memorial service for those killed in Afghanistan was held. 
And a church fund to help those wounded there, with an initial contribution 
equal to 200,000 US dollars, was announced. 


The new statutes deal with church government and structures on the national, 
diocesan, and parish level; church objectives; finances; and personnel. 
Introducing the proposed changes, Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk said one aim 
is to adapt older norms to contemporary conditons, 'not to abrogate or replace 
the existing canonical rules’. 


The previous statutes dated from 1945, with state-initiated amendments from 
1961. These, Kirill observed, changed parish administration in a way 
inconsistent with Orthodox norms, and provoked criticism within the church. 
[over] 
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He said the 1961 rules reflected ‘social ideas which can no longer be 
tolerated' in contemporary Soviet society, since ‘they are in principle 
opposed to the progress of democratization, to the growth of glasnost 
[‘'openness'] and the struggle for normal, healthy relationships in society.' 
Kirill said it is ‘well known' that the situation under the old rules ‘has 
provoked and provokes significant criticism' in the church. ‘The essence of 
the problem is that the clergy are separated not only from the parish 
administration, but also from the parishes themselves’. 


As changed, the statutes give the parish priest the right to function as 
leader of the congregation, something the 1961 statutes took away. He may 
also be elected moderator of the three-person parish executive committee. — 
Parish members 18 years and older can be elected to its governing board. Each 
parish is to have at least a priest and a choir leader. It may also have a 
deacon. A new congregation may be begun if it has 20 members. 


The local council is to meet at least once every 10 years. Council members 
are to be elected by diocesan assemblies, which are to meet once a year, and 
to include women, men, and youth among their members. Monasteries are to be 
formally registered, seen as a strengthening of their position. Parish 
members are responsible for priests' salaries, and for the care of church 
buildings. The parish is to have the status of a legal entity, allowing it to 
buy and build, and conduct various activities in its own name. 


In an interview, Kirill said the revision of the statutes reflects a new era 
for the church, at all levels. He said there is an effort underway to assure 
possibilities for church social assistance, and for Christian education among 
children and adults, though the latter is not mentioned in the statutes. 


Implementation of the statutes depends on new government legislation defining 
the position of religion. The legislation is expected to be consistent with 
the statutes. Kharchev told a news conference that the drafting of the new 
legislation is well advanced, but he could not say when it would be finished 
and made public. 


Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk recalled that the millennium celebrations take 
place in a general Soviet climate of perestroika ('restructuring') and 
glasnost. He noted new church buildings and 500,000 copies of the prayer 
book. ‘We are especially gratified by the opening of new parishes’, he said, 
‘though the process is slower than was the case when churches were being 
closed. We believe and hope however that it will be further developed.’ 


He observed that among continuing problems is that of registering Orthodox 
communities, especially in places where there has not been an Orthodox 
presence. But in general, he said, ‘relations between church and state in the 
context of perestroika are developing in a favourable way.' Also announced 
during the celebrations was the return of a portion of the famous Monastery of 
the Caves in Kiev, closed during the 1960s. A state-run museum is to continue 
on the grounds. The formal return of the monastery was shown on national tv. 


According to statistics given to the council, 30 million people have been 
baptized under Russian Orthodox auspices since 1971. There are 6893 Russian 
Orthodox congregations, served in the 76 dioceses by 74 bishops, 6674 priests, 
and 723 deacons. The 21 monasteries include 1190 monks and nuns. There are 
1999 students, including those studying by correspondence in the _ two 
theological academies and three seminaries. Since the beginning of the year, 
60 new communities have been registered, and 80 buildings for worship opened. 
[EPS] 


ENGLISH ANGLICAN BISHOPS ON WOMEN: Ecumenical Press 
DIVIDED ON PRIESTS, NO TO BISHOPS Service 88.06.59 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - At the end of their second report on the ordination 
of women as priests, published this month, the bishops of the [Anglican] 
Church of England warn of what they see as the disruptive effect on world 
Anglicanism if women were to be ordained Anglican bishops any time soon. 


The bishops' report is to be part of the agenda of the English Anglican 
General Synod next month, along with draft legislation to allow the Church of 
England to ordain women as priests. 


‘We are all agreed that to ordain a woman to the episcopate at this time would 
certainly be regarded by many as a break in communion', the bishops say. 'We 
all recognize that to imperil further the unity of the Anglican communion is a 
very grave matter indeed.’ 


Many observers see the consecration of a woman as an Anglican bishop as quite 
possible, most likely in North America, by the end of the decade. 


On the question of the ordination of women as priests - the Church of England 
has ordained women as deacons since last year - the bishops are anything but 
united. ‘There remain some crucial matters at the heart of the debate on 
which there is no agreement amongst us', they report. Such differences 'lead 
us to take different views about whether it is right, appropriate, or 
opportune' to ordain women as priests in the Church of England. 


The bishops set out arguments on both sides of what they see as the five key 
issues involved in the debate - whether Jesus' maleness precludes’ the 
ordination of women because a priest represents Christ; whether women can 
legitimately exercise authority in the church; whether it would be right to 
ordain someone whose ministry would not be accepted in some parts of 
Anglicanism, let alone in some other Christian traditions; how the sources of 
Christian authority (the Bible, tradition, reason) are used in this debate; 
and decision-making when there is division in the world church. 


‘The greatest difference of opinion' among the bishops surfaced over the 
significance of Jesus' maleness for deciding whether or not women can be 
priests. 'As the priest represents Christ, and as there is continuity between 
the man Jesus of Nazareth and the risen, ascended Christ, some of us thus hold 
that only men may appropriately be ordained to the priesthood', the bishops 
say. 


Indeed, some who could not accept the ordination of women as priests 'believe 
that the pattern of creation itself is reflected in God's choice to be 
incarnate as a male’. 


But others are not convinced by this argument; the report notes that a 
majority of the bishops in the General Synod have in the past favoured the 
ordination of women as priests. 


At a news conference here, Newcastle Bishop Alec Graham, who chaired the group 
that drew up the report, and who also chairs the English Anglican doctrine 
commission, pointed out that one argument that does not figure in the report 
is whether it is intrinsically impossible for a woman to be ordained a priest. 


'There are no what one might call impossibilists among us', he said, ‘though 
it is fair to say that some of us think it to be a very remote possibility and 
indeed one which is scarcely conceivable, but nobody holds that it is of 
itself impossible. [EPS] 


MALAWI: CHURCH SEEKS Ecumenical Press 
STRATEGY ON REFUGEES Service 88.06.60 


BLANTYRE (Malawi) (Colleen Lowe Morna) - After playing a vital role in helping 
meet immediate needs of Mozambican refugees who have poured into Malawi over 
the last two years, the church in this tiny central African country is 
grappling with finding longer-term strategies. 


‘We need more durable solutions', says Denis Mpassou, head of the Christian 
Service Committee (CSC), of the Christian Council of Malawi. 'I don't think 
it is a solution just to feed these people', he added in an interview. 


Initially, there was little time or scope to think of much else. 


Since September 1986, 500,000 refugees have found their way into the eight 
southern districts of Malawi, mostly fleeing heavy fighting between rebels of 
the South African-backed Mozambique National Resistance Movement (MNR) and 
government forces. 


This is the largest burden shouldered by any one of Mozambique's six 
neighbours. It is the third largest number of refugees in any one African 
country, after Somalia and Sudan. With a population of seven million, Malawi 
now has one of the highest ratios of refugees to nationals in the world. 


Until last November, when the government of President-for-Life Kamuzu Banda 
finally signed the UN convention on refugees for the first time, all relief 
work was carried out by the Malawi Red Cross, assisted by the CSC. 


Since then, the UNHCR has become chief coordinator of the relief effort. With 
a budget of 20 million US dollars for this year alone, it is buying most of 
the basic food requirements through the World Food Programme. 


With its budget of close to one million US dollars for this year, the CSC's 
role is now mainly one of ‘gap filling' says Mpassou. This includes building 
and running a transit camp at Nsanje in southern Malawi (where refugees are 
most numerous), and distributing clothes and food items not normally found in 
the standard UNHCR pack, such as salt, fish and vegetables. 


The CSC has also given out recreational items, like footballs. That the 
Nsanje refugee camp now boasts one of the strongest football (soccer) teams in 
the district attests to the dramatic improvement in the condition of most 
refugees living in the camp. 


But as the CSC is painfully aware, along with many others involved in relief 
work, the needs of the refugees, particularly those who have been in the camps 
for nearly two years now, extend beyond playing football. ‘These people are 
basically farmers', says Mpassou. ‘What they would most like is a little 
land on which to grow some food of their own.' 


Because of the severe land pressure in Malawi, which on its own is one of the 
most densely populated countries in Africa, no land has been allocated to 
refugees. Even getting the refugees to produce handcrafts is a problem, says 
Mpassou, ‘because you deprive Malawians who are doing the same for markets'. 


Creative solutions are called for. Some, which Mpassou warmly welcomed, were 
raised at a recent ecumenical meeting in Harare [EPS 88.06.24,56]. These 
included land reclamation, irrigation schemes, purchase of commercial farmland 
adjoining refugee camps by the church, and exploring overseas markets for 
handcrafts with - for instance - a chain of 'third world shops' in Europe. 
[EPS] 


BRAZIL: INTERNATIONAL CHURCH ~ Ecumenical Press 
TEAM VISITS BASE COMMUNITIES Service 88.06.61 


PORTO ALEGRE - For two weeks (25 May-6 June) an international team visited 
Christian ‘base communities', church projects, and ecumenical organizations in 
several parts of the country. 


What is happening in Brazil in connection with the base communities, the group 
says, ‘may well have implications for the renewal and ecumenical life of the 
church universal.’ The visitors focused on the ‘'biblical orientation, 
ecclesial convictions, and social vision', of the communities - very roughly 
estimated to number 80,000 and to involve five million people. 


The visitors noted in particular the communities' pastoral work with street 
children, marginalized women, urban and rural workers, and youth. Reflecting 
on the situation in Brazil, they highlighted four 'essential elements’: 


- 'the very considerable challenge and inspiration of the base communities for 
the self-understanding and renewal of the church; 


- 'the strong sense of solidarity between Christian lay movements and similar 
secular movements in the struggle for national and international liberation; 


- ‘the deep sense of unity among Christians and churches in serving the needs 
of, and working with, the people at large; 


- ‘the tensions and counter-witness arising from the activities of various 
fundamentalist groups which do not directly identify with the common struggle 
for economic and political justice’. 


The six members of the team included a Roman Catholic from Italy, a United 
Reformed from England, an Anglican from the United States, an Oriental 
Orthodox from Lebanon, a Methodist from Ghana, and an Eastern Orthodox from 
Romania. Two of the six are staff members of the Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life of the World Council of Churches. The team was invited by 
the National Council of Christian Churches in Brazil. It groups five 
denominations - Roman Catholic, [Anglican] Episcopal, Methodist, Christian 
Reformed, and Evangelical of Lutheran Confession. 


A major report of the visit, including over-all impressions, analytical 
interpreation, and recommendations for action, is to be ready by the next 
meeting of the RCL Advisory Group, 27 February-5 March, in Cairo. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Patriarch responds to Mount Athos monks EPS 88.06.62 
GENEVA - [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I has replied to a 
letter from the monks of Mount Athos expressing the monks' unhappiness with 
some of his ecumenical involvements, notably his joint prayer with the pope 
during his visit to Rome last year. (Mount Athos is an autonomos 'monastic 
republic' in Greece. The patriarch is its de facto bishop.) In reply, 
Dimitrios praises the monks' faithfulness to Orthodoxy over the centuries, but 
adds that besides hearing their ‘voice from the desert', he must also act in 
accord with his role as the 'first among equals' in Eastern Orthodoxy. As 
such, he must be part of the ‘rightful march towards Christian unity desired 
by the whole Christian world', and see to it that such unity is ‘founded on 
truth'. That is why he takes part in ‘contacts and dialogues with heterodox 
Christians.'. In that light, he asks the monks not to heed ‘strange voices, 
many of which come from the powers of darkness.' He also notes his and other 
Orthodox unhappiness when the monks ‘intervene’ in responsibilities and tasks 
which are not theirs. [EPS] 


Vatican and community of women disagree EPS 88.06.63 


ROME — The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, a Roman Catholic community, has 
declined to dismiss two of its members - Barbara Ferraro and Patricia Hussey, 
both from Charleston (West Virginia/USA) - who signed a _ controversial 


newspaper ad in 1984. It questioned official Roman. Catholic teaching 
rejecting abortion in virtually all situations [EPS 86.02.07]. The two reject 
Vatican insistence they disassociate themselves from the ad. [EPS] 


India: ecumenical council celebrating 75 years EPS 88.06.64 
BANGALORE — The executive committee of the National Council of Churches in 
India has made plans for next year's celebrations of the 75th anniversary of 
the foundation of its predecessor. The committee also decided to write to the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference of India proposing a joint NCCI-CBCI body to 
increase ecumenical efforts between them. The NCCI membership includes ~ 
denominations, regional Christian councils, India-—wide Christian 
organizations, and related agencies. Christian traditions involved include 
Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist, United, Independent, Church of 
the East, Methodist, and Salvation Army. [EPS] 


East Africa: Adventist executive director replaced EPS 88.06.65 
NAIROBI - F.K. Wangai, the pastor who has been executive director of the 
Seveth-day Adventist Church in East Africa, has been replaced. At the same 
time, his wife and son have reportedly been dismissed from their positions in 
the Adventist organization. The move follows complaints by some SdA members 
in East Africa of corruption, nepotism, and tribalism in connection with their 
church leadership [EPS 88.05.15] [EPS] 


India: United/Methodist union negotiations continue EPS 88.06.66 
BOMBAY - The fifth meeting of the Union Negotiations Committee between the 
[United] Church of North India and the Methodist Church in India is scheduled 
at the Methodist Centre here (6-8 September). Issues on the agenda are 
‘nature of the unity we seek', unification of the episcopate, inter-—communion, 
mutual recognition of ordained ministry, and implications of Methodist 
acceptance of the 1965 plan which led to the formation of the CNI in 1970. 
The committee began its work in 1985. [EPS] 


India: inter-—church council urges more joint action EPS 88.06.67 
DELHI - At its 15th meeting, at [United] Church of North India headquarters 
here, the executive committee of the Joint Council of the CNI, [United] Church 
of South India, and Mar Thoma [Independent] Church, urged congregations to 
organize local programmes for promoting mutual fellowship and collaboration in 
mission. It also urged that a programme of consultations agreed earlier 
involving CNI, CSI, and MIC bishops, pastors, women, and youth be carried out. 
The council is a stage along the way to greater unity among the three. [EPS] 


India: bishop ordains wife deacon EPS 88.06.68 
BARHARWA —- Among the new deacons in the [United] Church of North India is 
Christobella Bagh, wife of the bishop who ordained her, N.M. Bagh of Patna. 
Deacon Bagh is president of the CNI Women's Fellowship for Christian Service. 
[EPS] 


Mennonite World Conference deals with deficits EPS 88.06.69 
CAROL STREAM (Illinois/USA) - Following an income deficit of 17,000 US dollars 
(on expenditures of 206,000) last year, and an even larger deficit the year 
before, Executive Secretary Paul Kraybill of the Mennonite World Conference 
says the MWC financial situation 'needs very prompt and careful attention’. 
He said the cumulative deficit in the MWC general fund since the MWC office 
opened in 1979 is 'no longer acceptable’. As a result, Kraybill has announced 
various cost-cutting measures, including reductions and postponements in staff 
increases in anticipation of the MWC Twelfth Assembly (1990, Winnipeg), and 
cancellation of some MWC meetings and trips. [EPS] 


Brazil: pope said shifting RC leadership to right EPS 88.06.70 
RIO DE JANEIRO — The New York Times reports from here that 'Pope John Paul II 
is quietly using his authority to name new cardinals and bishops in Brazil as 
a way of reasserting Vatican control over the powerful and outspoken Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. ... One consequence has been friction between the Vatican 
and dominant figures in this country's conference of bishops.' [EPS] 


USA: specific sexuality questions for Lutheran ordinands? EPS 88.06.71 
CHICAGO - Craig Settlage, director for candidacy for ordained ministry in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, says in future ELCA ordination 
candidates may be asked more explicit questions abut their sexual orientation 
and practice. This is one result of the to-do in the wake of approval for 
ordination given three ELCA seminarians described as ‘openly gay' [EPS 
88.03.117; 04.65]. Subsequently, the ELCA announced that two or three are not 
in compliance with an official requirement that they agree to ‘refrain from 
homosexual practice', and so are no longer approved for ordination. Settlage 
said the issues raised by the three have forced the ELCA to 'look very 
thoughtfully at the whole issue of sexual conduct’. He said gay candidates 
should not be subjected to a ‘double standard', and so 'both [homosexuals and 
heterosexuals] will be asked for their understanding of the appropriate 
[sexual] conduct.' [EPS] 


Namibia: student boycott reported spreading EPS 88.06.72 
WINDHOEK - The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre in London reports (8 
June) that ‘the burgeoning Namibian student boycott against the location of 
army and police bases near their schools continues to spread. ... An estimated 
25,000 Namibian children ... are affected so far, the largest student protest 
in the seven decades of South African rule.' The boycott has church support. 
General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches of Namibia has 
appealed to South African President P.W. Botha to remove the bases. ‘We 
lament the danger involved when the children are caught in crossfire’, he 
said. Local people say the bases are purposely put near schools and hospitals 
to intimidate students and nurses. The council especially condemned South 
African forces who ‘just shot at random, injuring many people and beating 
them, young and adult alike' (6 June). [EPS] 


Ghana: state guarantees religious broadcasts EPS 88.06.73 

ACCRA -— Director-General Fifi Hesse of Ghana Broadcasting Corporation says 
fears that the GBC is removing or cutting back on religious programming are 
unfounded. Addressing a workshop here on _ playwriting for religious 


broadcasting, Hesse referred to GBC's ‘constitutional obligation to broadcast 
religious programmes to reflect mainstream religious beliefs in the country.' 
He emphasized that 'no religious programme has been removed from GBC. It is 
only transmission which has been rescheduled.' [EPS] 


USA: A churchbody for heavy-metal Christians EPS 88.06.74 
NEW YORK - Cornerstone magazine reports a new grouping of 36 congregations, 
called Sanctuary, has been formed for young people who became Christians 
through heavy-metal rock music. Sanctuary was set up after the new Christians 
"found that the churches just don't understand' such music. Its founder, Bob 
Beeman, says Sancutary is ‘expanding very quickly'. In belief and practice, 
it resembles 'charismatic Southern Baptists'. He also says 'there's a lot of 
openness [in Sanctuary] with the [secular] metal movement'. [EPS] 


Italy: seven RC bishops oppose moving US planes to their area’ EPS 88.06.75 
BARI — Seven Roman Catholic bishops in the region near the air base near here 
protested (7 June) a plan to station 72 US F-16 fighter planes at the base. 
They also protested the take-over of land around the base in order to expand 
it to accommodate the new planes, being moved from Spain. [EPS] 


India: new law to prevent 'misuse' of religious institutions EPS 88.06.76 
DELHI — India's new law on the ‘prevention of misuse' of religious institutions 
bans political activity in places of worship and the use of such places to 
shelter criminal offenders, or store arms and ammunition. It also bans the 
diversion of religious funds to political parties, and the building of 
fortifications in places of worship. The law is seen as a response to recent 
armed confrontations between government forces and Sikh militants at the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar, though it applies to places of worship of all 
faiths. It makes the administrators of such institutions responsible for 
assuring that its provisions are enforced. [EPS] 


Indian School of Ecumenical Theology getting underway EPS 88.06.77 
WHITEFIELD (Bangalore/India) - The first programme of the new Indian School of 
Ecumenical Theology at the Ecumenical Christian Centre here is a three-month 
course for teachers from theological colleges. It begins 20 September. [EPS] 


English Anglicans, Baltic Lutherans commemorate intercommunion EPS 88.06.78 
LONDON - With Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie presiding, a eucharist 
marking the 50th anniversary of the intercommunion agreement between English 
Anglicans and Estonian and Latvian Lutherans was celebrated at Lambeth Palace 
(27 May). Deans Ringolds Muzik and Jaak Taul, who have been serving as 
Lutheran pastors for many years in England, represented the two Baltic 
communities. [EPS] 


New Zealand: new Anglican prayerbook cuts back on Zion, Israel EPS 88.06.79 
NAPIER - The 48th General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
New Zealand has approved a translation of the psalms in its new prayerbook 
which notably reduces the numbers of references to ‘Israel’ and 'Zion'. One 
supporter of the approved version said that throughout its history, 'the 
church has tended to spiritualise these names, and the existence of the modern 
nation of Israel has produced a certain ambiguity for Christians' in using the 
psalms as traditionally worded. [EPS] 


USA: bishops of three traditions plan joint baptismal service EPS 88.06.80 

SACRAMENTO — Three bishops whose territory includes this part of the US state 
of California have announced they will preside together at a baptismal service 
in the Roman Catholic cathedral here. Candidates of each tradition are to be 
baptized according to the rite used in each, but the time and place of the 
ceremony is to be common. The joint celebration is to ‘show what the three 
faiths have in common'. Planning to participate are Bishops John Thompson 
(Anglican), Lyle Miller (Lutheran), and Francis Quinn (Roman Catholic). [EPS] 


Chile: bishops score pressure; evangelicals reject plebiscite EPS 88.06.81 
SANTIAGO - The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Chile has accused the 
government of Augusto Pinochet of exerting undue pressure in attempting to get 
a '‘yes' vote in the upcoming presidential plebiscite. Sergio Contereras, 
secretary general of the conference, says many bishops have received reports 
of intimidation and veiled threats from the authorities. The Confraternity 
of Chilean Christian Churches, which groups several evangelical denominations, 
has rejected the plebiscite plan in favour of a free and open electoral 
process to help reverse the ‘climate of tension, violence, and fear that has 
characterized the country in recent years.' The choice in the plebiscite is 
to ratify or reject the candidate chosen by the military. [EPS] 


Peru: RC bishops reported moving right; grassroots thrives EPS 88.06.82 
LIMA - lLatinamerica Press reports (2 June) that ‘Peru's Roman Catholic 
hierarchy has shifted emphatically to the right in recent years, and observers 
say conservatives will move to consolidate their position in the months to 
come. But grassroots Christian communities and movements, most of which share 
the outlook of liberation theology, remain a widespread and vibrant presence.' 
[EPS] 


Spain: protests after removal of three theologians EPS 88.06.83 
BARCELONA - The Swiss church news agency APIC reports (26 May) that the 
removal of three 'progressive' Roman Catholic theologians from their posts 
earlier this year has prompted numerous protests from some church sectors. 
The three are Jesuits José Maria Castillo and Juan Antonio Estrada, and 
Claretian Benjamin Forcano. [EPS] 


Kenya: government, church reps continue sparring on criticism EPS 88.06.84 
NAIROBI - In recent weeks, government and church leaders have continued 
sparring over the proper role of the church in public affairs. Kenyan Vice 
President Josphat Karanja has said some church leaders have been acting like 
an opposition party. (Kanu is the country's only legal political grouping.) 
Speaking at a leaders' meeting last month in central Kenya, National Guidance 
Minister James Njiru said money coming into the country for charitable 
organizations would be monitored to make sure it is not used for political 
activities, especially to undermine peace and stability in the country. On 
the other hand, Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu told an ecumenical prayer service 
here last month that Christians have a God-given right to speak out on public 
issues. Using the example of Old Testament prophets, Okullu said contemporary 
church leaders are not wrong to speak out, even though 'here in Kenya we are 
criticised by politicians who claim we are wrong to comment on public issues 
that have a political tone.' [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Lutherans of different minds about women's ordination EPS 88.06.85 
ADDIS ABABA —- According to the information service of the Ethiopian 
Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus, the most recent assembly of the 
denomination's South Ethiopia Synod reflected a range of views on the issue of 
women's ordination. ‘The debate indicated that the majority of national 
[Ethiopian] theologians were eager to accept the holistic services of women in 
the church, while theologians of the traditional partner (Norwegian Lutheran 
Mission) of the synod went to the extent of questioning if women could serve 
in the church as elders.' [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Lutheran synod leaders urged to fight Aids EPS 88.06.86 
ADDIS ABABA - The information service of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] 
Church Mekane Yesus reports that the leaders of its synods are being urged by 
the EECMY executive committee to join in a campaign against the disease Aids. 
An EECMY Task Force for the Prevention and Control of Aids is planning an 
intensive church-sponsored media campaign on the issue. [EPS] 


Ecumenical youth/student groups/networks to work together EPS 88.06.87 
GENEVA - Fifteen representatives of six international youth and student 
organizations and networks met (near here 18-22 May) to ‘share our current 
concerns and priorities, and to seek avenues of ecumenical cooperation and 
common action.' They say that ‘working in cooperation internationally is 
part of our faithfulness to this common mission. ... Respecting the processes 
of our different movements, and in a spirit of real partnership, we believe 
that the deepening and strengthening of our common ecumenical commitment is 
our obedience to the Spirit of God.' The groups involved are the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, World Young Women's Christian Association, Sub-Unit on 
Youth of the World Council of Churches, World Student Christian Federation, 
International Movement of Catholic Students, and International Young Catholic 
Students. [EPS] 


Canada: ecumenical council critical of Israel EPS 88.06.88 
TORONTO - In a draft study document, the Canadian Council of Churches has 
sharply criticized Israel's treatment of Palestinians, and alleged limitations 
on the itineraries of Christian tour groups. Copies of the draft have gone to 
CCC member bodies, the Canadian Jewish Congress, and Canadian Arab Federation 
for reactions. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Millennium Message to Russian Orthodox Church’ EPS 88.06.89 


These are the concluding paragraphs of the message from General Secretary 
Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches marking the 1000th anniversary 
of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev [EPS 86.08.58]. 


.. Following the entry of the Russian Orthodox Church into membership of the 
World Council of Churches in 1961, it has rendered an increasingly important 
and committed contribution to major ecumenical programmes. It has enriched 
the ... member churches of the WCC through its theological insights and its 
particular model of spirituality; through responsible sharing in the 
decision-making bodies, and its hosting of ecumenical delegations and 
conferences. ... 


In our efforts to accomplish the purpose of the World Council of Churches to 
express the common concern of the churches in the service of human need, the 
breaking down of barriers between people and the promotion of one human family 
in justice and peace, we are deeply indebted to the Russian Orthodox Church 
for the leadership it has given, highlighting the theological and ethical 
presuppositions of the peace-making ministry and the need for cooperation with 
all people of goodwill. 


We thank you for your impetus in the struggle for human dignity and defence of 
basic social, economic, religious and cultural rights, for taking new steps 
towards disarmament and common security, a new moral international order; 
educational programmes, inter-cultural, and inter-religious exchanges. Help 
and encouragement in that direction were provided also by the recent Moscow 
Summit, the result of which needs further development and sustained efforts by 
all moral forces including the churches. 


We rejoice at the positive assessment in the Soviet Union of the patriotic, 
ethical and peace-making role of the churches, their contribution to building 
up a socialist society and deepening the process of mutual trust for 
international cooperation. 


Momentous changes are taking place in the Soviet Union, the implications of 
Which for the churches are yet to be fully understood and evaluated. But it 
may be assumed that there are new possibilities and opportunities challenging 
the churches to new forms of witness and service. 


We believe that since 'glasnost' and ‘'perestroika' are defined as favourable, 
the spiritual and moral atmosphere in society, and comprehensive renewal of 
life, the significant contribution of the churches in the fulfilment of these 
noble tasks will be given further recognition. 


These would also offer new avenues of greater freedom to practise religion, 
whether by performance of acts of mercy or by the expression in word or deed 
of the implications of faith in social, economic and political matters, both 
domestic and international. Theological formation should help carry on the 
dialogue with culture so that the tradition of yesterday could creatively 
interact and cooperate with the ‘glasnost' and 'perestroika', that is, changes 
and progress in society going on today. 


The World Council of Churches is convinced that all these will strengthen 
mutual confidence, social coherence, internal unity and development in the 
socialist society with beneficial results on a world-wide scale. To the great 
Russian church, the whole nation, and to all citizens of this country, we 
bring our heartiest festive greetings and those of 450 million Christians 
united in the World Council of Churches, with our best wishes for success in 
the second millennium. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘Some Social Trends in Lebanon' EPS 88.06.90 


In the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches, Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East. This is excerpted from his 
report on his visit to Lebanon in April. 


... Medicine - The over-use and abuse of medical drugs is of concern to 
community workers. There are too many unqualified distributors of free 
medicine. There is much psychosomatic pain. Drug dependency is growing. 
The high price of drugs on the commercial market makes them more attractive in 
the free (welfare) market. More care is needed in prescription and 
administration of drugs. The number of youth on non-medicinal drugs is on 
the increase, especially among armed men. 


Illegal income and authority - The economic insecurity, the political 
instability and the model provided by the political leaders have made illegal 
income normal and even attractive. The power of the gun has replaced the 
power of the law. People are now used to submitting to irrational authority, 
to force and to hostage-taking strategies. The entire society is in a 
hostage situation. Some parts are controlled by militia. Truck-drivers pay 
taxes to militias at check points on goods they carry on the road. Rich 
people hire security men for their safety. Political parties impose taxes on 
merchants or on rich people in an arbitrary way. The examples are unlimited. 


Vulnerability to media - The militia radio and tv stations disseminate 
information and messages in dramatic ways which provoke hostility to 
neighbouring communities and maintain stereotype thinking and prejudice. The 
media import foreign ideas from the region and from abroad which are often in 
contradiction with the authentic heritage of the country. Foreign programmes 
wash the Lebanese mind and erode the Lebanese common will when presented on tv 
as advertisement, news or culture reports. The vulnerability of the Lebanese 
to the media is striking. The illegal gun, the advettised message, and the 
conspicuous use of drugs are part of a lifestyle which aim at the very soul of 
the Lebanese and his/her integrity. 


Obsession with money - The talk of the town is money - the value of the 
dollar, the salary crash, land speculation, financial deals, and so on. It 
is difficult for a visitor to shift the discussion to basic issues of the 
Lebanese predicament. People are tired of serious reflection. They have 
got used to escaping talk and they are looking for a miracle from ‘outside' to 
solve their basic problems. 


Welfare boom -— There is a flood of social assistance in kind to Lebanon. 
Agencies are pouring in material aid. People's immunity against charity is 
failing. ... The dependency created by this welfare boom is a concern. The 
administration of welfare aid is currently near-chaotic, and coordination is 
minimal. Equitable distribution of assistance in kind is very difficult. 


The church today -— Churches in Lebanon are challenged to replace the state in 
welfare and social services. Many church schools are being built to meet the 
need, given the decline of the public system. Churches are full on Sunday 

but Christian education is still too traditional to deal with social problems. 
In some [displaced church] communities ... lay leadership ... is impressive. 
Sectarian tension is less visible, perhaps due to improvement in security or 
due to a common feeling that ‘Lebanese are all in the same boat of misery'. 
The mounting Sunni/Shiite [intra-Muslim] tension ... has in a way reduced the 
tension between the Sunnis and the Christians. Sunnis feel as threatened by 
exploding Shiism as Christians do. ... Christians in Lebanon are reflecting on 
what it means to be a follower of Christ. The answers are different and the 
church positions are varied. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Ecumenical Points on Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones" EPS 88.06.91 


This summary of some concerns of the World Council of Churches was prepared 
in connection with the participation of two WCC representatives in a meeting 
(Berlin, 20-22 June) called by the National Preparatory Committee of the GDR 
for an International Meeting for Nuclear—Weapon-Free Zones. 


(1) The WCC welcomes the GDR initiative ... especially so in order to keep up 
the momentum of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty. 


(2) We reaffirm the [1983 WCC] Vancouver Assembly declaration ‘that the 
production and deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime 
against humanity and that such activities must be condemned on ethical and > 
theological grounds'. 


(3) There is an urgent need for public pressure to convince political leaders 
of the vital importance of complete disarmament. Governments must become 
more willing to take the public into their confidence over strategic reasoning 
and to reflect on whether their policies truly represent majority opinion 
(which may be more reconciliatory than governments realise or admit). 


(4) In order to facilitate public awareness and pressure, ways must be found 
to promote more cultural, economic and technological interactions between East 
and West at governmental and non-governmental levels (e.g. citizens’ 
initiatives, twinning of towns, schools, etc.), to build mutual understanding 
and collaboration and hence to make moribund many current false stereotypes 
(e.g. the ‘evil empire'). 


(5) As an example of collaboration at a technical level we commend the 
recommendations in the field of energy and the environment advanced by Thomas 
Johansson, a member of our Nuclear Safety Group, in his book ‘Energy for a 
Sustainable World', viz. information could usefully be shared concerning 
recent developments in energy efficiency measures which are proving safer, 
less expensive and less environmentally-damaging than older energy supply 
systems, many of which are also likely to lead to resources conflict. 


Such collaboration, in addition to being mutually beneficial at a technical 
level, would also contribute to trust-building and would create wider choices 
in energy policies leading to a diminution of the likelihood of conflict over 
resources and enviornmental damage which would otherwise increase 
international tensions. 


(6) Such technical initiatives could probably be matched by similar ones in 
the fields of economics, medicine, among professional groups and between 
church, ethnic and youth groups (see (4) above). 


(7) We affirm regional nuclear-free zones as a positive step .... A 
central-European corridor (NFZ) could be a particularly potent demonstration 
of the global feasibility of complete disarmament. 


(8) We affirm the need to avoid escalation in non-nuclear areas such as 
conventional and chemical weapons. Such an escalation possibility is often 
used as an argument against further nuclear disarmament. This, however, only 
points to the need to establish the broader front of trust and collaboration 


(9) We reaffirm the specific proposals of the 1983 Vancouver Assembly (with 
the exception of [one] which has been superseded by events). We maintain, 
however, that they could probably be rephrased in a manner more appropriate to 
the current international mood than the one prevailing at that time. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/24) 


A final situation report on the situation in South China in the wake of the 
Typhoon Peggy in July 1986 is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. From the same source is available a situation report (#3, 19 May) 
on the aftermath of the March 1987 earthquake in Ecuador. 


Further information from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church on the death of its 
patriarch (EPS 88.06.48): He died peacefully in a hospital where he had been 
undergoing treatment. He was 70. He was elected patriarch in 1976. Before 
that, he had lived in a monastery for 40 years ‘rendering different spiritual 
and social services to the community' in the district where the monastery is 
located. In a message after the death was announced, WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro expressed ‘profound shock and _ sadness’. He recalled the 
patriarch's ‘contribution to the harmonious relations among the churches in 
Ethiopia, and ... his support and commitment to the World Council of Churches.' 


Please correct the date in EPS 88.06.37. The meeting is in July 1989. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published a 
report on its consultation last November in Zimbabwe on ‘Church and 
Liberation'. It appears as the May (#14) issue of Development. Education 
Forum, issued by the LWF Office for Research and Social Action. 


During July and August the EPS office will be staffed as usual, Monday 
through Friday. Those with administrative requests should use the usual EPS 
address and numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way. However, 
using the following addresses and numbers for the editor during that period 
should save a little time, perhaps as much as a day or a weekend: 


13 July-6 # August: Lambeth Conference, Communications Department, 
Electronics Building, University . of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NZ, 
England/UK. Phone: 44-227/762 604 or 44-227/762 605. Fax: 44-227/762 
603. Telex: 96145 lambeth. 


8-20 August: ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress—Centrum Stadtpark, 
Theodor—Heuss-Platz 1-3, D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, 22, and 26 August. 
Please make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome 
to cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available 
from Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Wednesday 29 June Wednesday 06 July 
Monday 18 July Mondays through 08 August 
Thursday 11 August Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August Friday 19 August 
Thursday 25 August Tuesday 30 August 
Tuesday 13 September Monday 19 September 


Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears four times a month. This issue was printed 17 June. The next 
is scheduled for 22 June. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. EPS annual 
subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 742.50 gee 
dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 
Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 
Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


"WOMEN IN INTERFAITH DIALOGUE' Ecumenical Press 
BRINGS TOGETHER NINE TRADITIONS Service 88.06.92 


TORONTO -— About 60 women from Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Latin 
America, the Caribbean, and North America (the largest contingent) gathered 
here (5-12 June) for the first-ever global conference on and for ‘women in 
interfaith dialogue' organized by the World Council of Churches. 


They came from nine religious traditions - Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist, Hindu, 
Sikh, Baha'i, Christian, Native North American, and Goddess. 


They met in a city which now itself is increasingly conscious of the need for 
active interfaith relations. In an evening tour of the city, conference 
participants were the guests of a Chinese Buddhist temple, a mosque, and a 
synagogue, all close to each other. 


Conference moderator Diana Eck, spoke of the need for women specifically to 
share their faith experiences in a world where religious traditions have been 
mainly shaped by men, though largely preserved and practised by women. Eck, 
professor of comparative religion and Indian studies at Harvard University, 
observed that in the emerging world household of faiths, women have unique 
gifts to bring to the household arts of living peacably together. 


Introducing themselves, none of the women claimed to represent whole 
communities. Each gave her personal story of how her faith allegiance either 
chimed in- or clashed with her self-understanding as a woman. Many testified 
that in the fundamental tenets of their faith they find affirmation of their 
female nature, but that in the practice of religious institutions they feel 
relegated to the role of ‘second-class adherents’. 


Native North Americans and Hindus described how greater emphasis in their 
traditions is placed on the male and female attributes of the divine and on 
the participation of both women and men in sacred ritual. 


Two US participants described how their search for feminine spirituality led 
them back to the roots of primal European religions, where, from fragmented 
pagan traditions, they were recovering rituals and celebrations that expressed 
reverence for Mother Earth and the interrelation of humanity and nature. 


Plenary sessions took the form of panel discussions, introduced by speakers 
drawn from different traditions, exploring together themes such as images of 
women perpetuated in religious teaching; interpretation of scripture (until 
recently done mostly by men); leadership styles emerging with the fuller 
participation of women; and women's networks in support of one another, 
especially in the face of exploitation, racism, and oppression. In 
discussion, participants found a considerable area of common experience across 
the various faiths. 


Greater controversy came in the discussions of education for peace-making and 
concerning matters of family law, when the political realities out of which 
participants were speaking became sharp reminders of how religion is both used 
and abused to sculpt the identities of some peoples and deface the identities 
of others. 


One particularly vicious effect of this is stereotyping. Many participants 
affirmed that interfaith meetings of this kind are a powerful way of 
destroying stereotypes, increasing understanding, and engendering greater 
respect, and they committed themselves to furthering the process within their 
own home situations. [EPS] 


WOMEN CONSIDER INTERFAITH Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES IN NEW MEETING STYLE Service 88.06.93 


TORONTO (Canada) (Pauline Webb) - The first-ever global conference on ‘women 
in interfaith dialogue' [EPS 88.06.92] sponsored jointly by parts of the World 
Council of Churches dealing with interfaith dialogue and women was remarkable 
for its style as much as for its content. 


From the opening session, where the 60 or so women from around the world were 
seated in a square formation, each within eyesight of the others, it was clear 
this was to be a meeting encouraging full participation from all its members. 


There were no main speakers, no distribution of prepared papers, no group 
reports and no resolutions. But there were lively debates, a developing 
agenda, a deeply spiritual encounter, and a strong commitment to pursuing this 
kind of active inter-faith dialogue at local and national levels. 


For several present, this was their first such encounter. They were aware of 
the risk involved in stepping beyond the boundaries of their own faith 
community, but they expressed the sense of having a sure enough footing in 
their own faith to enable them to venture out in new exploration of the 
experiences they share in common with women of other faiths. 


Through the disciplines of meditation and both familiar and unfamiliar 
rituals, they created a sense of ‘safe space' in which they were able to be 
open and vulnerable to one another. They learned care in the use of language 
Which was challenged whenever it seemed insensitive or ill-defined and many 
stereotypes were shattered in the impact of face-to-face encounter. 


All the panel speakers were women and thus all scriptural exegesis, political 
analysis, legal explanation, social concerns, and personal testimony came 
through what one speaker called ‘the restless eyes of 20th century women'. 
Notably, many interventions were autobiographical, and many discoveries were 
made of the witness of women of the past hidden within all traditions. 


In a session open to the public, the topic was the passing on of faith from 
one generation to another, which has always been seen as particularly the 
responsibility of women. A Native Canadian, mother of 13 and grandmother of 
26, spoke from her long experience. A Sikh bringing up her family in Britain 
highlighted the problems of religious education in a multi-faith community. 

A Muslim from India now living in Canada shared her experience of crossing 
cultures. An Indian television journalist took up the critical issue of 
dowry practice in her own society. 


There was clear tension felt between the need to preserve old values and the 
challenge to develop new ways of affirming religious faith in contemporary 
secular society. 


In daily acts of worship, members of the conference were invited to observe 
ritual acts of each faith and to participate or not as they felt able. So 
they experienced together Hindu puja, Muslim prayer, Sikh symbolism, Buddhist 
meditation, Wiccan incantation, Baha'i teaching, Christian intercession and 
symbolism, and a Jewish Sabbath meal. 


At the climax of the week, that celebrative meal caught the whole conference 
up into a festival of singing and dancing as the meeting ended. Participants 
went home without reports or resolutions, but resolved to continue dialogue 
with their own neighbours of other faiths, and thus contribute to peace-making 
- a vocation of alj the daughters of God. [EPS] 


RELIGIOUS INPUT OFFERED Ecumenical Press 
AT UN DISARMAMENT SESSION Service 88.06.94 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Several religious agencies were among 118 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and research institutes that made 
presentations (8-9 June) as contributions to the UN Third Special Session on 
Disarmament (SSD-III). 


The Vatican has UN observer status, but as a government, so Agostino Cardinal 
Casaroli, Vatican secretary of state, delivered a message of Pope John Paul II 
in a session with other governmental representatives. 


As the entire event was somewhat overshadowed for the general public by the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit in Moscow, so to some degree it was overshadowed for 
many religious leaders by the celebrations there of the 1000th anniversary of 
the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev [EPS 88.06.58]. 


Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth, president of the Christian Peace 
Conference, followed a tight schedule to participate in both SSC-III and the 
millennium, speaking here and leaving later the same day for the Soviet Union. 


T6th said the CPC considers the United Nations 'the only forum where all the 
nations and peoples of the world may, without any discrimination, peacefully 
discuss vital issues of the whole inhabited earth'. The potential of the 
churches to promote ‘mobilization for disarmament and peace with justice' has 
not been realized thus far, he acknowledged. But he said a proposed world 
"peace council' representing the whole church could make an important 
contribution to the movement for disarmament. 


Pieter van Rossem, disarmament-—development coordinator for its Dutch section, 
spoke for the Roman Catholic peace movement Pax Christi International. He 
highlighted the relation of the major Third World debt to military spending, 
and questioned the legitimacy of moves to force repayment of arms-related debt. 


A statement on behalf of the Inter-Church Peace Council of The Netherlands was 
delivered by Hinne Wagenaar, who had just completed a year of study at the 
Union Theological Seminary in New York. He referred to his disease of 
"Hollanditis' - a never-satisfied ‘hunger for nuclear disarmament’. 


Referring to the current World Council of Churches emphasis on justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation (JPIC)', Wagenaar noted its reflection of 'the 
three important threats to humanity and mother earth: the vigorous violation 
of justice, the absence of peace and the destruction of our natural 
environment.' 


Lila Prounis, a representative of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America (a jurisdiction of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate) declared: ‘Pending the complete prohibition and _ thorough 
destruction of nuclear weapons, all nuclear weapon states must as a first step 
undertake unconditionally not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons 
against non-nuclear countries and nuclear-free zones.' 


US Salvation Army Commander Andrew Miller, speaking on behalf of General Eva 
Burrows, the army's world leader, pledged 'the moral resources of more than 
two-and-a-half million Salvationists' to the cause of world disarmament. 


Other participating NGOs included the World Council of Churches [EPS 88.06.95] 
Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace, the World Muslim Congress, the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace, and the Unitarian Universalist Association. 
[EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES URGES Ecumenical Press 
MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT APPROACH Service 88.06.95 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The international affairs agency of the World Council 
of Churches contributed to the UN Third Special Session on Disarmament 
(SSD-III, here, 31 May-25 June) advocating a multilateral approach [EPS 
88.06.94]. 


With the Reagan-Gorbachev summit in the immediate background, the WCC 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) acknowledged that 
‘the two great powers' had taken important’ steps. But, it said, 
‘comprehensive multilateral efforts, preferably within the context of the 
United Nations, must be undertaken if a significant impact is to be made on 
the arms race.' 


The CCIA statement was read by H. Lamar Gibble, peace and international 
affairs secretary for the Church of the Brethren, and a member of the WCC 
commission. With time slots assigned alphabetically, the CCIA turn came 
early the first of two days allocated for non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). 


Relegated to a downstairs conference room, the NGOs offered their 
contributions to the special session [EPS 88.06.104] while government 
representatives continued speaking upstairs in the main hall of the General 
Assembly. NGO representatives complained of a downgrading from SSD-II, in 
1982, when they spoke in the more impressive and symbolically-—potent assembly 
hall after the government speeches were over. 


In neither case did the NGOs draw a lot of official attention during their 
presentations. Speakers this time could look out and see mostly empty chairs, 
with only 20-30 of the 150-plus UN-member countries having somebody. at their 
places, usually a low-ranking figure not necessarily listening attentively. 


The visitors' gallery was almost filled with very attentive Japanese, whose 
unique experience of the horrors of nuclear destruction has given them an 
especially intense concern about disarmament. But over-all, the session 
aroused much less public interest than SSD-II. 


Limited to five minutes each in this setting, NGO representatives nonetheless 
indicated they consider it important to register their presence and voice 
their concern, and they spoke as though expecting action. 


Gibble, citing a need for procedures to verify steps in disarmament, 
encouraged SSD-III to set up a ‘multilateral mechanism' under UN auspices to 
‘perform such verification functions for our global community’. 


While calling for dismantling nuclear arsenals, the WCC deplored moves towards 
additional weapons systems in ‘star wars' technology, chemical weapons, and 
increasingly lethal conventional arms. ‘Only through multilateral agreements 
banning the research, development and testing of these new weapons can we 
effectively end this process", Gibble said. 


The WCC also called attention to the relationship of disarmament to 
development: 'This special session might want to call for a programme of 
conversion from military technology and production to technology and 
production linked to human need, and the enhancement of: the human community. 
-.. True security for people demands respect for human rights, socio-economic 
justice, effective machinery for peaceful resolution of conflicts and broad 
international cooperation in science, technology, economy and culture.' [EPS] 


UNITED CHURCH'S GAY ORDINATION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSAL DRAWS BROAD CRITICISM Service 88.06.96 


This item is abridged and adapted from an article by David Allen in the 
United Church Observer, monthly magazine of the United Church of Canada. 


VICTORIA (British Columbia) - Wherever United Church of Canada (UCC) members 
gathered over the last several weeks, talk turned quickly to whether or not 
the church should ordain or commission homosexual candidates for ministry. 


The March release of the report, ‘Toward a Christian Understanding of Sexual 
Orientations, Lifestyles and Ministry', unleashed a torrent of emotion 
surrounding its basic recommendation that ‘sexual orientation, in and of 
itself, is not a barrier to participation in all aspects of the life and 
ministry of the church, including the ordered ministry.' 


Reactions were swift, generally negative, and often angry, as people across 
the denomination began responding to the report, which goes before the 388 
commissioners to this August's UCC General Council here. A deluge of 
petitions against the report was expected from UCC congregations. 


Across the country, groups of people, mostly male ministers, have banded 
together to discuss the report, and to issue public statements against the 
recommendations. In all of the groups forming, a consistent sentiment is that 
individuals are willing to leave the UCC if the report is passed. 


Philip Miller, minister at a UCC parish in Sault Ste Marie (Ontario), sees 
himself as a usually moderate person who defends church policy, but in this 
case, 'I wish I had something good to say about it'. He speaks of other 
ministers who agree it is 'policy they're not prepared to defend' should it 
pass; of two ministers he knows who have spoken to other denominations about 
transferring; of another thinking of leading his congregation out of the UCC. 


In Halifax, about 15 ministers came out against the recommendations. One of 
them, John Moses, expects others to join: The report exudes '‘'doctrinaire 
liberalism'. It has ‘denigrated what Scripture and the church have said' 
about family and marriage. ‘In terms of the report, and much of what comes 
from the national church, diversity means, "You accept our point of view"'. 


On the west coast, about a dozen ministers joined in local newspaper ads 
rejecting ‘the essence' of the report. The ads, severely criticized by some 
members of Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery, told readers ‘we are exploring various 
alternatives including the possibility of establishing a new association of 
congregations' if the report's recommendations become UCC policy. 


In Ottawa, 18 ministers published a 'declaration' calling for rejection of the 
report, and asking that the council deal with the issues raised ‘with 
finality’. Part of the declaration encourages diverting Mission & Service 
Fund givings to the World Development and Relief appeal. 


In London (Ontario), 40-50 ministers, and a few laypeople, met to react to the 
report. At least 25 signed a declaration formulated with the assistance of 
the Ottawa group. Parish minister Don Hansford says people are ‘wanting to 
know where the hell the United Church is in this day and age.' For him, the 
issue is easily summed up: 'No gays in our pulpits, pure and simple.' 


While reactions have been generally negative and well organized, supporters of 
the report have been slower to declare themselves, though two former UCC 
moderators -— Robert McClure and Robert Smith - have endorsed it, and 450 
individuals and groups ran a two-page ad of support in the UCC magazine. [EPS] 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX APPEAL Ecumenical Press 
TO BREAKAWAYS ON UNITY Service 88.06.97 


ZAGORSK - Meeting on the grounds of the famous monastery here, the Russian 
Orthodox Local Council [EPS 88.06.58] issued appeals for unity to two groups 
which have been estranged from the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. 


Appealing to ‘all Orthodox Christians adhering to the old rites who do not 
have prayerful communion with the Moscow patriarchate', - descendants of 
groups of ‘Old Believers' which vigorously opposed liturgical and ritual 
changes introduced into Russian Orthodoxy in the 17th century - the council 
refers to their 'unshakable staunchness in keeping the old Russian customs.' 
It says 'this painful and sad division was aggravated ... not least ... [by] 
the unavoidable penetration ... [into the region] of the customs and culture 
of west European countries.' 


Noting a council decision in 1971 that the ‘old rites are equally sacred', the 
appeal urges Old Believers to ‘start a fraternal dialogue with the Moscow 
patriarchate for the sake of affirming our unity in the church of Christ.' 


The other appeal is to the ‘faithful who are not in canonical communion with 
the mother church', a reference at least to the US-based Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia. It vigorously condemns the Moscow patriarchate on 
grounds it is subservient to and controlled by the Soviet government. 


‘You and we know', the appeal says, ‘that it is not faith that lies at the 
basis of the divisions but external historical circumstances which have 
erected a wall of alienation between us. We must believe ... that this wall 
can be demolished through good common efforts.' 


The appeal adds that recent messages from ‘some of our brothers in division 
with us' indicate some ‘would like to enter into a dialogue. We welcome this, 
and hope such a dialogue will bring us ... to the restoration of 
ecclesiastical communion so longed for .... We assure you that we do not at 
all want to restrict your freedom ....' [EPS] 


Jamaica: ecumenical council critical of USA on Panama EPS 88.06.98 
KINGSTON - The Jamaica Council of Churches has condemned US-applied sanctions 
against Panama. They add, says the JCC, to ‘an acute political crisis'. The 
council also condemned US interference in Panamanian internal affairs, a 
reference to US efforts to depose Panama's de facto ruler, Manuel Antonio 
Noriega. The JCC membership includes Methodist, Anglican, Disciples, Oriental 
Orthodox, Baptist, Moravian, Roman Catholic, Quaker, Salvation Army, and 
United jurisdictions. [EPS] 


Mexico: RC bishops alarmed over drugs EPS 88.06.99 
MEXICO CITY - A new report on behalf of 50 Mexican Roman Catholic bishops 
expresses alarm over the spread of drug addiction among young people, and 
corruption and control exerted by an international group of ‘drug barons’. 
The bishops' report is called 'The Drug Traffic -— A matter of Serious Pastoral 
Concern for the Church'. [EPS] 


Canadian Churchman to become Anglican Journal EPS 88.06.100 
TORONTO - The Canadian Churchman, national monthly newspaper of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, is to be renamed the Anglican Journal, from next year. The 
name change follows suggestions that the current name is heard by many as not 
inclusive. In addition, as a reminder that some Canadian Anglicans speak 
French as a first language, the new nameplate is to incorporate the 
newspaper's new French name -— Journal Episcopal. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL LOAN FUND Ecumenical Press 
REVIEWS WOMEN'S ROLE Service 88.06.101 


GENEVA - Meeting here (9-10 June), the board of the Ecumenical Church Loan 
Fund (Eclof), part of the World Council of Churches, focused on the role of 
women in Eclof-financed development projects, and in Eclof national committees 
and its board. 


Speaking at the opening session, Sithembiso Nyoni, a community-—development 
worker in Zimbabwe, observed that women use development money to organize 
community services, while men spend it on prestige construction projects. 
Citing an example in her home country, Nyoni said that two years ago, the 
government changed the law to make it possible for women as well as men to 
receive government help in agricultural production, and a result has been 
notable increases. 


In her presentation, Anna Karin Hammar, a Swedish Lutheran priest who is 
director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Women, said North-South loans have often 
excluded women, causing some women to question whether development has 
anything to do with them. 


Hammar also presented statistics from 35 Eclof national committees in the 
Caribbean, Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Europe. On committees with as 
many aS 18 members, the highest number of women is five (of 10); most have 
one or none. 


In a resolution, the board noted that Eclof ‘has had a history of non- 
discrimination regarding women', but ‘concluded that Eclof could do much more' 
to increase women's participation, and encourage greater involvement of women's 
programmes and projects in Eclof national committees and on its board. Among 
several goals, the board committed itself to 50-50 representation for men and 
women among the non-ex-officio board members. Currently, five of 15 such 
members are women. 


Also on the board's agenda was discussion of the relative merits of loans and 
grants to support income-generating projects. It was noted that Northern 
agencies lack a unified policy on this question. In terms of amounts, grants 
tend to be much larger. One meeting participant observed that agencies ‘often 
[find it] easier and less costly to simply give the money away without tying 
up personnel to oversee the loan process.' [EPS] 


Canada: parishioner sues bishop; church appeal court set up EPS 88.06.102 
REGINA - For the first time ever, the Anglican Church of Canada has convened 
its Supreme Court of Appeal. The court is to hear a case in which Donald 
Maclean, a member of the vestry (council) of an Anglican parish here has 
charged that his diocesan bishop, Eric Bays, was not properly consecrated 
because the ritual used followed the new Canadian Anglican Book of Alternative 
Services, and not the traditional Book of Common Prayer. Maclean has filed a 
civil court suit on the issue. He says he acted because the alternative book 
was 'forced' on Anglican parishes. [EPS] 


Replace Lambeth Conference says Canadian Anglican Council EPS 88.06.103 
TORONTO — Members of the National Executive Council of the Anglican Church of 
Canada say the Lambeth Conference - the once-a-decade gathering of Anglican 
bishops from around the world, which meets for the 12th time beginning next 
month - is outdated. Instead, it should be replaced by a reformed Anglican 
Consultative Council (a group which meets every three years and is composed of 
bishops, clergy, and lay people). NEC members says the ACC should have more 
women and youth among its membership. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement to UN Disarmament Session’ EPS 88.06.104 


This is excerpted from the presentation on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches at the UN Third Special Session on Disarmament [EPS 88.06.94,95]. 


--- Born 40 years ago in the wake of a devastating world war, the council has 
been an advocate for disarmament and conditions that nurture a just and 
peaceful global community. While the council affirms unilateral initiatives 
and the current bilateral efforts of the two great powers which have taken 
some significant steps towards nuclear disarmament, it believes’ that 
comprehensive multilateral efforts, preferably within the context of the 
United Nations, must be undertaken if a significant impact is to be made on 
the arms race. In the limited time given for this testimony, among many 
concerns, we choose the following for emphasis: 


Firstly, even in the aura of an historic agreement to reduce intermediate 


range nuclear weapons, the awful risk of nuclear war remains. We are 
painfully aware that this agreement can only reduce the nuclear arsenal by 
three percent. We would, therefore, urge the pursuit of every possible 


effort to further reduce and ultimately eliminate these weapons of mass 
destruction. 


We reiterate the declaration of our most recent [1983] assembly that ‘the 
production and deployment of nuclear weapons as well as their use constitute a 
crime against humanity, and therefore there should be a complete halt in the 
production of nuclear weapons and in weapons research and development in all 
nations, to be expeditiously enforced through a treaty ....' 


Secondly, while we recognize the possibility of significant steps in the 
reduction of nuclear weapons, we cannot overlook the significant new dynamics 
in the arms race. We view with alarm the development of ‘star wars' 
technology, chemical weapons, and the ever more deadly capacity of 
conventional weapons which blur the distinction between conventional and 
nuclear, and defensive and offensive weapons. Only through multilateral 
agreements banning the research, development and testing of these new weapons, 
can we effectively end this process. 


Thirdly, we commend the gains made at the UN conference to fashion an 
interrelated perspective on disarmament, development, and_ security. 
Recognition of the multi-dimensional relationship between disarmament and 
development might give greater realism to our understanding of the real 
threats to national security. ... 


Fourthly, the blatant misuse of the concept of national security to justify 
repression, foreign intervention and spiralling arms budgets is of profound 
concern to us. Security cannot be separated from justice. True security for 
people demands respect for human rights, socio-economic justice, effective 
machinery for peaceful resolution of conflicts, and broad international 
cooperation in science, technology, economy and culture. This will ensure 
common security for all peoples and nations. 


Finally, ... as Christians we believe that war and the preparation for war is 
contrary to the will of God, that it violates humanity and the created 
universe, and that the current threat posed by the conventional nuclear arms 
race knows no parallel in history. Out of our religious heritage we struggle 
for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. We look towards the time 
when peacemakers might not only be called blessed, as in Matthew's Gospel, but 
might be revered and honoured; and when all might live in peace, ‘everyone 
under their vine and fig tree with none to make them afraid'. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘World Methodist Statement on Palestine’ EPS 88.06.105 


This statement was released by the officers of the World Methodist Council 
following their meeting in London last month. 


The officers ... condemn the continuing violent confrontation between Israelis 
and Palestinians as an affront to the deepest religious beliefs of those who 
stand sincerely in the Judeo-Christian tradition. The officers are concerned 
that the proper rights of both the people of Israel and the Palestinians 
living in the disputed territories should be secured. Random acts of terror 
committed by the Palestinians, and the systematic acts of terror committed by 
Israel as national policy equally violate the fundamentals of biblical faith. 


The officers: 


(1) Call upon the State of Israel to respect the integrity of the Hebrew 
faith, so much of which is common also to Christians. 


(2) Urgently request those who go on pilgrimage to the Holy Land to take every 
opportunity to meet and talk with some of the 140,000 Palestinian Christians, 
both to learn about their circumstances and to express solidarity with them 
and all who suffer in that situation. 


(3) Request ... [WMC members] to urge their respective governments to support 
the convening of an international conference based on the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 242. Israelis and Palestinians should be free to 
choose those whom they wish to represent them. Such a conference should 
include on its agenda the need to recognize Jerusalem as an independent and 
international city where the religious and civil rights of Jews, Muslims and 
Christians are respected. 


(4) Instruct the [WMC] general secretary to seek a meeting with the prime 
minister of Israel to convey these concerns; and to arrange meetings with 
representatives of the Christian community in Israel to express the profound 
concern of Methodists the world over for a peaceful and just resolution of 
this growing and tragic conflict. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WACC Statement on South African Developments’ EPS 88.06.106 


This message to South African President P.W. Botha was sent by President 
William Fore and General Secretary Carlos Valle of the World Association of 
Christian Communication following last month's meeting of the WACC governing 
board in Cyprus [EPS 88.06.06]. 


.-. WACC noticed with grave concern the developments in South Africa, in 
particular those related to free and open communication as well as to the 
freedom of expression in your country. We refer in particular to the measures 
your government has taken against the press and individual journalists, 
writers and other professionals. We also refer to the proposed legislation 
known under the name 'The Promotion of Orderly Internal Politics Bill’. 


It is WACC's belief that, as a matter of principle, WACC and other ecumenical 
bodies and church institutions have a duty to defend human rights everywhere 
-and to support those who have been silenced. Therefore, we shall continue to 
assist our fellow-journalists and communicators in their work. 


We therefore call upon you and your government to withdraw 'The Promotion of 
Orderly Internal Politics Bill' and lift censorship and banning orders on 
newspapers and individuals. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jerzy Urban: ‘Church and State in Poland' EPS 88.06.107 


This is excerpted and adapted from an interview in SOEPI, the French-language 
counterpart of EPS. It was translated from the French by the Language Service 
of the World Council of Churches. Urban is the Polish minister of 
information. 


--. In the 19th century, in the absence of a Polish state, the Roman Catholic 
Church spoke for both the state and the Polish people. Because the church has 
played this historical role, it is very influential today, but it should not 
be a political force. 


In the past the socialist state has made mistakes in its treatment of the 
church. Persecution clearly increases prestige and authority. The fact that 
the Roman Catholic Church has had the monopoly of an opinion differing from 
the government's has undoubtedly enabled it to play a unique role. 


The church asserts, for instance, that the state should subsidise all sections 
of the population. The government, on the other hand, is obliged to choose, 
given that it has only limited resources. We are seeking a modus vivendi with 
the church and that will be reflected in a new law on the status of the 
churches. 


... In our country no one criticizes Pope John Paul II or Mikhail Gorbachev, 
even in private. Censorship gives the Roman Catholic Church very effective 
protection against criticism. In Poland you can write: God exists. But you 
cannot write: God does not exist! 


Yet the Roman Catholic Church still accuses us of atheistic propaganda. I 
would say the population finds Mr Gorbachev much more likeable than the pope. 


[An additional comment from Jerzy Rydlewski, the director of the department 
responsible for minority churches at the religious affairs ministry: The 42 
recognized religious communities in Poland can and do have a role in the 
state. Their initiatives are highly valued. Relatively speaking, the 
importance of the activities of non-Roman Catholic churches and communities 
far exceeds the size of their membership. We are having intensive talks with 
the Polish Ecumenical Council.] 


... [Jerzy Popieluszko, the priest assassinated a few years ago] has become a 
political symbol. His grave in Warsaw [at the church of Saint Stanislas 
Kostka] is both a sign of tolerance and a sign of weakness, and they spring 
from the same source —- the disgrace that his assassins were members of the 
political militia. 


This is why we do not attack the Popieluszko cult even though it is being used 
to stir up opposition to the government. 


The men who assisted the murderer have been granted two remissions of 
sentence, and it is possible that one of them may soon be released from 
prison. But the murderer himself will serve his full sentence. 


There is no Warsaw-Rome axis. We have simply reached a measure of consensus 
with the Vatican on the essential issues. But our relations are complicated 
and they could be improved. 


You've heard the joke about God saying to Woytila [the pope's family name]: So 
long as I'm God there'll never be another Polish pope. We are working on 
relations that outlast the present Pope. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Freddy Klopfenstein:'Thurian moves from Geneva to Rome' EPS 88.06.108 


This editorial appeared in the 3 June issue of La Vie Protestante, the 
French-language Reformed newspaper of Switzerland. Klopfenstein is its editor. 


The item was translated by the WCC Language Service. 
The churches are not consistent. 


Theoretically, in public, they say: 'Decide for yourself what you believe. You 
don't need to be conditioned by the country you were born in. Let your 
conscience be judge. The most important thing is the sincerity of your faith.' 


But when, in our confessionally mixed countries, someone shifts from one 
Christian confession to another, the group - party, clan - reflex takes over 
again: ‘How about that! He's left "us"!' 


The latest to leave ‘us' in this way is Pastor Max Thurian, a Taizé brother, 
who has been ordained as a Roman Catholic priest [EPS 88.05.100]. 


We would like here to defend the right to change confessions. 


Catholicism and Protestantism are large extended families in which Catholics 
can be very close to Protestants or very far from them, and vice versa. 


But the underlying ‘climate' in each of the confessions is very different. It 
is only natural that some people should feel more at home in one than the 
other and that has nothing to do with ecumenical dialogue in which Max Thurian 
has always been deeply involved. 


It is obvious, too, that even the vows taken by the members of the ecumenical 
community at Taizé, which resemble monastic vows, are not the same thing as 
the priesthood ... as understood by the Roman Catholic church. 


In true ecumenical dialogue, one comes to know what one really believes and 
the false images one may have of others are destroyed. Yet it is possible to 
know all about another confession without being attracted to it. 


Perhaps the churches should even send to the ecumenical dialogue more 
representatives who are not on the face of it particularly ‘ecumenical’. 


This would avoid the not uncommon situation in which the grassroots reject 
top-level agreements apparently worked out to everyone's satisfaction. 


A true journey of conscience requires the freedom to try itself against others 
and reach clarity in everything. 


And the sign of a community of free men and women is, amongst other things, 
their willingness to relinquish the clan reflexes which tend always to 
diminish the individual to ensure the cohesion of the group. 


The world needs its lively questing minds. 


[La Vie Protestante also published a letter from reader André Savary on 
Thurian's change. It included the following observations: '... You are quite 
right [to support the right to change one's confession] if you are talking 
about someone whose action affects only him or herself. But the case of Max 
Thurian is different [because of his highly visible association with the Taizé 
community]. ...] [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/William Perkins: ‘A 50th Ecumenical Anniversary’ EPS 88.06.109 


Perkins is executive secretary for administration for the next assembly of 
the World Council of Chuches, in Canberra (Australia) in February 1991. 


Although the WCC this year celebrates the 40th anniversary of its founding, 
another anniversary is of singular importance: the 50th anniversary of the 
Utrecht meeting of 1938 when the basic plan for creating the WCC was made. 


Two years earlier, it had been agreed that a special committee of 
representatives from the Faith & Order and Life & Work movements should be 
formed ‘to review the work of ecumenical cooperation since the Stockholm and 
Lausanne conferences and to make recommendations to the Oxford and Edinburgh 
conferences [in 1937] regarding the future policy, organization and work of 
the ecumenical movement.' This ‘Committee of 35" met in 1937 and proposed 
that the two movements unite to form a World Council of Churches. 


At the 1937 world conferences (Faith and Order in Edinburgh, Life and Work in 
Oxford), this decision was taken (not without some hesitation by those who 
feared the loss of the unique character and contribution of one movement or 
the other). A group of 14 representing the two movements was appointed to 
take the next steps. 


The new committee met with a representative group of church leaders at Utrecht 
in May 1938. Its primary task was to draw up a constitution for the WCC. 
Three basic areas of concern were the subject of debate — the authority of the 
council, its doctrinal basis, and the selection of representatives to its 
Assembly and the Central Committee. 


Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple, who chaired the committee, summarized 
its conclusions on the question of authority as follows: The WCC is ‘not a 
federation as commonly understood, and its Assembly and Central Committee will 
have no constitutional authority over its constituent churches. Any authority 
that it may have will consist in the weight which it carries with the churches 
by its own wisdom.' This principle is still basic to WCC life. 


With regard to the doctrinal basis, again Archbishop Temple expressed the 
outcome; The WCC ‘stands on faith in our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour. [This] is an affirmation of the Christian faith of the participating 
churches and not a credal test to judge churches or persons. ... It will be 
the responsibility of each particular church to decide whether it can 
collaborate on this basis'. The basis was further elaborated in 1961 to 
include specific references to the Trinity and the Scriptures. 


The question of representation was not fully settled in 1938. The 1937 plan 
had proposed representation on a regional and national basis, with reserved 
Orthodox places. Although the Lutheran World Convention and the Baptist World 
Alliance pressed for representation along confessional lines, this plan was 
adopted. In 1948, the WCC's First Assembly accepted a modified proposal - 
that both geographical and confessional factors would be taken into account in 
representation at the Assembly and on the Central Committee. This creative 
tension is still part of WCC life. The Utrecht meeting also expressed its 
commitment to strong representation of lay persons, specifying a quota for 
each regional group. 


The Provisional Committee for the World Council (in process of formation) was 
set up. Later in 1938, invitations were sent to 196 churches to form the 
wcc. Although it was hoped that the founding assembly could take place in 
1941, world events determined otherwise. Only in 1948 after the Second World 
War did this finally take place in Amsterdam. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/25) 


A report on a recent 10-day course in Islam and Christian-Muslim relations 
organized by the Henry Martyn Institute of Islamic Studies (Box 153, St. 
Luke's Compound, Station Road, Hyderabad 500 001 AP, India) is available from 
EPS. 


What is Western Fundamentalist Christian Zionism? is a new booklet from the 
Middle East Council of Churches (Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus). 


Please correct the date in EPS 88.06.37. The meeting is in July 1989. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published a 
report on its consultation last November in Zimbabwe on ‘Church and 
Liberation’. It appears as the May (#14) issue of Development Education 
Forum, issued by the LWF Office for Research and Social Action. 


During July and August the EPS office will be staffed as usual, Monday 
through Friday. Those with administrative requests should use the usual EPS 
address and numbers. tThe editor may also be contacted that way. However, 
using the following addresses and numbers for the editor during that period 
should save a little time, perhaps as much as a day or a weekend: 


13 July-6 #£=August: Lambeth Conference, Communications Department, 
Electronics Building, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NZ, 
England/UK. Phone: 44-227/762 604 or 44-227/762 605. Fax: 44-227/762 
603. Telex: 96145 lambeth. 


8-20 August: ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress—Centrum Stadtpark, 
Theodor-Heuss-Platz 1-3, D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, and 23 August. Please 
make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome to 
cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Théréese Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Wednesday 29 June Wednesday 06 July 
Monday 18 July Mondays through 08 August 
Thursday 11 August Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August Friday 19 August 
Wednesday 31 August Tuesday 06 September 
Tuesday 13 September Monday 19 September 


Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 22 June. The next is scheduled 
for 30 June. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
(including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 
52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG 
marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 
Canadian dollars. 


WORLD REFORMED ALLIANCE SCORES Ecumenical Press 
ROMANIAN POLICY ON MINORITIES Service 88.06.110 


GENEVA -— Leaders of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches have expressed 
‘great concern’ about reported plans in Romania to demolish 7000 of 13,000 
villages and replace them with '‘agro-industrial complexes’. 


WARC General Secretary Edmond Perret has sent a message on the issue to 
Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu telling him that the plan ‘can only tear 
apart the fabric of society, violate human and civil rights, and deprive 
thousands of their traditions, cultural heritage, and language.' 


According to a WARC release, the destruction of the villages is the ‘latest 
and most drastic move' in a Romanian government policy which has 
‘intentionally eroded the rights of minorities in Romania.' 


Ethnic minorities make up about 10 percent of the Romanian population of about 
24 million, with the two million Hungarians the largest minority group. 
Others include Germans, Ukrainians, Slavs, and Gypsies. 


Several thousand Hungarian refugees have crossed the border into Hungary in 
recent months [EPS 88.03.71]. 


The treatment of ethnic minorities in Romania has prompted divergent 
assessments from Hungarian and Romanian church leaders [EPS 87.02.38,84; 
04.116; 06.45; 07.12]. 


WARG describes other Romanian measures considered anti-minority. 


These include a 1974‘ law which forbids members of minority groups from 
inviting any but memebers of the immediate family to stay overnight. WARC 
says this isolates minority groups from contact with the outside world. 


WARG reports minority representation in the country's National Assembly 
steadily down during the past decade, and the systematic removal of members of 
ethnic minority groups from posts of miltiary leadership. 


Also, WARC says, educational programmes have been increasingly restrictive on 
subjects of ethnological significance to minorities. Collections of artifacts 
from peoples living within Romania for centuries have been placed in storage 
and are unavailable to public view. 


And, it adds, massive emigration to other countries is depleting the country 
of many of its ethnic-minority artists, educators, and intellectuals. 


Last April, a visit to Romania by a WARC delegation was suddenly cancelled by 
its member body there, the [Hungarian-speaking] Reformed Church in Romania 
[EPS 88.04.89]. 


No explanation was offered, but it was said ‘an opening remained' for 
re-scheduling the visit ‘in the near future'. So far, WARC has not announced 
any such rescheduling. 


Last October, the WARC Executive Committee expressed ‘deep concern' about the 
- situation of Romania's ethnic minorities. 


However, last January, the country's two Reformed bishops - Gyula Nagy and 
Laszlo Papp - rejected the WARC's negative judgment as ‘contrary to the 
truth’. [EPS] 


USA: PRESBYTERIANS ASK MORE Ecumenical Press 
EVANGELISM, MISSION EFFORTS Service 88.06.111 


ST LOUIS (Missouri/USA) (Charles Austin) - The annual General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), which accounts for the bulk of Reformed Christians 
in the United States (here, 6-15 June), fretted over declining membership, 
asked for stronger evangelism and mission outreach programmes, and narrowly 
re-elected its chief executive officer, Stated Clerk James Andrews. 


The assembly also became the fourth of the nine denominations in the 
Consultation on Church Union to endorse documents outlining current COCU 
efforts to draw them together in a ‘covenant’ relationship. The ‘'COCU 
Consensus’ was approved 377-65, with 11 abstentions. 


Also, the 632 assembly commissioners passed a comprehensive, much-discussed 
statement on 'Christian Obedience in a Nuclear Age'. And, in a flurry of 
resolutions, they okayed, generally without much debate, resolutions calling 
for peace in the Middle East and solidarity with Presbyterians in Korea. 


Most resolutions and other matters at the assembly were hammered out in nearly 
a week of committee meetings prior to the plenary sessions. 


The document on nuclear war had come under heavy fire prior to the convention 
from those who argued that it down-played civic responsibility to defend one's 
nation and lifted the role of dissidents above that of those who follow 
national policy. 


But in intense discussion during the assembly, the document was revised in 
ways people of various political tendencies could accept. It says, among 
other things, that nuclear deterrence is not a moral position unless it is a 
step on the way to nuclear disarmament. It also urges church support for 
those facing penalites for conscientiously opposing government policies. 


Grassroots concern about declining membership, and a growing interest in 
evangelism and mission pushed through the assembly a resolution asking the 
PCUSA to spend 15 million US dollars in the next five years on evangelism and 
new-church development. 


That resolution was endorsed 376-147 despite widespread concern about PCUSA 
ability to fund its many programmes. Other resolutions urged an increase in 
the number of PCUSA missionaries overseas. 


In the close, hotly-contested race for stated clerk, Andrews won by a 25-vote 
margin. His opponent was Harriet Nelson, a leader in a PCUSA regional unit on 
the west coast. Nelson, who would have been the first woman in such a 
prominent position, was the candidate chosen by the assembly's nominating 
committee. But Andrews was nominated from the floor. Then, a series of 
speeches and a question-and-answer period pitted his experience as a 
denominational leader against her value as a 'new type' of church leader. 


Such 'newness' was desired by some to complete denominational unification. 
Andrews had been stated clerk of one of the two bodies which merged to form 
the PCUSA in 1983. He was characterized by J. Randolph Taylor, who nominated 
Nelson, as ‘a reminder of the divided history'. But Andrews supporters cited 
his familiarity with the past, his personal grasp of ecumenical affairs, and 
his administrative experience as of immense value for the denomination. 


The assembly also kicked off a celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 
antecedents of the present PCUSA. [EPS] 


CONCERN FOR RELIGIOUS PLURALITY ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE GROUP'S AGENDA Service 88.06.112 


BAAR (Switzerland) (Eeva Kemppi) - An urgent call to set Christian theology in 
the context of contemporary religious plurality was among the issues discussed 
by the 25-person Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of Churches 
(which met here 23-29 May). 


The group reviewed mission and dialogue from the perspective of what has 
changed in that relationship in the past half century. 


Reflecting on a WCC consultation last January in Tambaram (India) [EPS 
88.02.01,02], WCC Dialogue Director Wesley Ariarajah observed that not much 
has changed in Christian theological perceptions of other faiths since a major 
ecumenical mission conference there 50 years before. 


The 1938 conference played a key role in renewing confidence in missionary 
activity. It also made an absolute distinction between Christianity and other 
faiths, and viewed the Christian message as discontinuous with them. As a 
result, Ariarajah observed, Christians were left without much guidance about 
how to make theological sense of the faiths of their neighbours. 


How is God revealed in other religions? What is the place of the faith of 
one's neighbour in one's thinking? What constitutes mission? To whom does 
mission belong? Where and how does God act savingly? 


These were questions explored at both Tambaram meetings. But, the group 
noted, there has been little change in the argumentation leading to various 
answers in the period between them. 


It has taken several decades since Tambaram 1938 for major parts of the church 
to begin to reflect on their existence alongside other faiths. 


In the WCC a separate sub-unit to promote dialogue between representatives of 
Christianity and other faiths was formed in 1971. A major landmark in its 
development was the approval a decade ago of Guidelines on Dialogue. 


Other questions at the meeting: How do we deal with plurality, not only in 
interreligious relations but also in the world at large? Has plurality become 
an issue simply because the church in Europe is beginning to face its 
challenges? 


Working Group Moderator Diana Eck, professor of comparative religion and India 
studies at Harvard University (USA), urged Christians to be co-workers and 
partners of people of other faiths in major issues confronting contemporary 
societies. 


Another meeting participant, Raymond Fung, WCC secretary for evangelism, 
observed that ‘the most dominant [WCC] language’ in the 1980s has been 
‘solidarity with the poor’. 


Some, however, questioned whether the church in the West has really put this 
slogan into practice. Others asked whether WCC dialogue efforts make strong 
enough links with justice issues. 


It was observed that plurality needs not only religious analysis, but also 
social and political analysis. More often, it is the option for the poor 
rather than religion that is a uniting factor, it was noted. [EPS] 


"KAIROS CENTROAMERICANO* Ecumenical Press 
CHALLENGING CHURCH, WORLD Service 88.06.113 


MANAGUA — About 100 theologians and church leaders have issued an analytical 
‘challenge to the churches and the world' to foster justice, human dignity, 
respect for creation, and peace in Central America. 


The title of their manifesto, 'Kairos Centroamericano', uses a Greek word 
which refers to a ‘decisive moment'. A similarly-titled document was released 
in South Africa in 1985 [EPS 85.10.21]. Among other things, the new document 
urges support for the poor; calls on the US government to stop aid to 
anti-government forces in Nicaragua, and to respect Panama's sovereignty; and 
calls for dismantling military bases in the region (including the Caribbean) 
with declaration of it as a ‘zone of peace’. 


Signers include Roman Catholic Bishops Pedro Casaldaliga (Brazil) and Sergio 
Méndez Arceo (Mexico), Moravian President Andy Shogreen (Nicaragua), Lutheran 
Bishop Kenneth Mahler (Nicaragua), human-rights activist and Reformed 
(Presbyterian) pastor Julia Esquivel (Guatemala), and Melita Wall, 
Panama—-based secretary for Central America of the Latin America Council of 
Churches (CLAI). Another 20 people in Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador 
are said to be manifesto supporters, but anonymously for fear their lives and 
ministries would be in danger were their position generally known. [EPS] 


LEFEBVRE TO BE EXCOMMUNICATED Ecumenical Press 
FOR ORDINATION OF FOUR BISHOPS Service 88.06.114 


ECONE (Switzerland) — Retired Roman Catholic Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre says 
he will ordain four bishops at his headquarters here, 30 June. Lefebvre leads 
a worldwide movement which rejects many reforms and trends in Roman 
Catholicism in the wake of the Second Vatican Council of the early 1960s. 


The ordinations mean his automatic excommunication and that of the four 
bishops. Though he has continued to ordain deacons and priests, he has been 
officially forbidden to do so by the Vatican since mid-1976. Last month, 
Lefebvre and a high Vatican representative signed a protocol which was to be 
the basis for regularizing the situation of Lefebvre and his followers. The 
agreement collapsed over differences of interpretation and implementation. 


The day after the archbishop's announcement, the Vatican made a ‘pressing 
appeal' to him and his associates to ‘rethink their position and remain 
united' with the pope. It added that a distinctive identity for him and his 
movement within the Roman Catholic Church could be guaranteed. In an 
interview on Vatican Radio, Edouard Cardinal Gagnon, a Vatican official 
prominent in negotiations with the archbishop, estimated that only 20 percent 
of his followers agree with him. He said the rest follow him because they 
have been mistreated in the official church, or because they are scandalized 
by Roman Catholic theologians who deny fundamental church teachings. [EPS] 


England: Anglican proposal on female priests outlined EPS 88.06.115 
LONDON - According to legislative procedures in the [Anglican] Church of 
England, 1992 is the earliest date by which the ordination of women could 
finally be approved. However, preliminary stages of such legislation come 
before the English Anglican General Synod next month. Under those draft 
proposals, a bishop could bar female priests from his diocese, and no parish 
could be forced to accept their ministry. Also, should the ordination of 
women as priests be approved, those who as a result invoke grounds of 
conscience in resigning from the English Anglican clergy roster or from its 
employment, would be given a lump sum in the form of an interest-free loan, an 
annual payment similar to a pension for a maximum in most cases of three 
years, and a resettlement grant. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Testimony on Decolonialization' EPS 88.06.116 


This is excerpted from a statement by Anwar Barkat, executive secretary of 
the UN Liaison Office of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches. Barkat was speaking in New York to 
the Sub Committee on Petitions, Information, and Assistance of the UN Special 
Committee on Decolonization. 


... The situation in South Africa continues to be of special concern for the 
World Council of Churches because of the suffering of the people and the 
tightening of the stranglehold of apartheid due to the blackout of news and 
increase in oppression. The grassroots organizations of the churches, civic 
organizations, and political groups, continue to provide us with valuable 
information on the conditions inside South Africa. ... 


The World Council of Churches has provided financial and material support to 
the liberation movements for humanitarian purposes. Various other programmes 
are carried out to provide assistance inside South Africa to victims of 
apartheid. The world-wide constituency of the churches has participated in 
the struggle against racism and apartheid through these programmes. ... 


The World Council of Churches has repeatedly called for the end of illegal 
occupation of Namibia by South Africa, through granting of independence to 
the people of Namibia. ... We have tried through our member churches to 
dissimulate maximum information on why the legitimate rights of the Namibian 
people to national independence are being denied. ... A majority of Christians 
and clergy are members of Swapo and consider it as sole and legitimate 
representative of their aspirations. Therefore, we have provided material 
and financial support to Swapo and the people inside Namibia to meet some of 
the urgent humanitarian needs. ... 


New Caledonia is another area of major concern for our churches. ... The 
inalienable right of the people of New Caledonia to self-determination and 
independence [from France] has been affirmed. However, it is being denied to 
them by the colonial power which has failed to meet its legal obligation as an 
administrating authority. ... From 11-17 February 1988, a delegation from the 
Evangelical [Reformed] Church in New Caledonia visited the headquarters of the 
wcc ... [and] expressed its concern about the developments in New Caledonia 
and the denial of the rights to self-determination and independence of the 
Kanak people. ... 


It is our judgement that the people of New Caledonia want a clear choice for 
independence in the spirit of true self-determination. We have invited 
delegations of Kanak people to make their views known to the constituency of 
the churches. The World Council of Churches also provides material and moral 
support to the Kanak people in their struggle to secure their legitimate 
rights for independence. 


The people of New Caledonia can no longer be denied their birth rights and 
land rights which can only be obtained through exercise of self-—determination. 
The denial of the rights of the Kanak people is a threat to peace in New 
Caledonia. Independence and right of self-determination are the only 
suitable alternatives to the end of violence. ... 


‘We are equally concerned with the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands. 
Our member churches from the United States have made special representations 
on Palau and the Marshall Islands. We are concerned about the militarization 
of this region, and especially the use of some parts of the territories as 
nuclear weapon sites. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘A Church Role in Korean Reunification’ EPS 88.06.1117 


Koshy is international affairs director for the Geneva—based World Council of 
Churches. This is taken from a longer interview with him in Geneva. 


--. I think that the role that the churches can play [in the reunification of 
North and South Korea] may be rather modest but it would be significant. 
What has happened in Korea, as in many other parts of the world, is actually a 
permanently sealed border between the two parts. 


And it is a literal and figurative closing of the borders in the sense that 
there is no exchange between the people, there is no communication between the 
people. And the governments, both governments have tried or have by their 
laws prevented such people-to-people contacts. 


What the World Council has done, and what the churches are now trying to do, 
is to see whether, at least in a very small way, we can encourage such 
meetings between people from the North and the South. 


The first ever meeting between Christians of North and South was held in 
Glion, in Switzerland, in September 1986 [EPS 86.10.03]. We are now planning 
to have a larger meeting some time later this year or early next year. 


As you can easily see, one of the main obstacles to reunification would be not 
only the differences in ideologies, but the stereotypes and the images built 
on either side about the other side, and this could be dealt with only by 
people-to-people contacts. 


In the north, the system is built on communism; in the south the system is 
built on capitalism in terms of its economy, but it is also built on anti- 
communism. To overcome those anti-communist feelings, which also produce 
stereotypes and [false] images, is a very difficult process, but that also is 
possible for [South Korean] Christians only if, to begin with, they begin to 
understand that there is a Christian community, there is a possible form of 
witness for churches and Christians in the north. 


This is something again we are trying to do to encourage them to understand. 
They had invited more than ten participants from Eastern Europe to this 
consultation [earlier this year on Korean reunification; EPS 88.05.72,73]. 
They were all denied visas by the South Korean government. ... 


If all the 10 participants from Eastern Europe had been there, if they had 
participated in the worship life of the consultation, etc., then the 
government's argument that there cannot be a church or a Christian community 
under communism, and therefore not one in North Korea, would not hold water. 


.-. [The 10 million divided Korean families] is one of the most difficult 
problems. ... It is a tragedy whose immensity has not been understood by the 
world. Just imagine someone sitting in Seoul, not knowing whether his mother 
is alive or not, just 40 miles from Seoul across the border in a small town. 


These are not hypothetical situations, so just imagine that there are 10 
million families not knowing whether their wives are alive, wives not knowing 
whether their husbands are alive, 40 years later. ... 


The problem is that as long as both governments do not really want to even 
provide the information, any public attempt at this stage on the part of the 
World Council even with the help of the ... Red Cross, which has not been 
drawn into it, can also provide false hope. ... [Still,] the consultation felt 
that this was one of the most important issues. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Roy Branson: ‘Adventist Developments in the USSR’ EPS 88.06.1118 


Branson is the editor of Spectrum, and senior research fellow at the Kennedy 
Institute of Ethics in Washington. Spectrum is a journal of the Association 
of Adventist Forums in the USA. This item is excerpted from an editorial in 
the April issue. 


Eleven ... Adventists are prisoners of conscience in the Soviet Union. 
According to human-rights organizations, these Sabbath-keepers, whatever the 
charges brought against them, have been sent to prison because of religiously- 
motivated activities. 


The world Adventist church is making no public demands that _ they, 
specifically, be released. Instead, Adventist world leaders are engaged in 
serious negotiations with Soviet officials regarding the establishment in the 
Soviet Union of a joint-venture publishing company - 51 percent owned by the 
Soviet government, 49 percent owned by the church's Review and Herald 
Publishing Association. 


Adventist leaders are understandably excited at the prospect of making 
available to Adventist members in the Soviet Union - and possibly others - an 
increasing number of Adventist books and magazines. Denominational officials 
also acknowledge that the venture entails significant risks. 


--. The company will print not only Adventist literature, but also 
publications for all religious groups in the Soviet Union and_ some 
non-religious commercial materials. The Soviet government will erect a 
building (probably employing Adventist labourers) and the Review and Herald 
Publishing Association will provide printing equipment. 


A board constituted of both Soviet government and Review and Herald 
representatives will oversee the enterprise. The chairman of the board will 
be one of the Soviet government officials; the manager of the company must be 
a Soviet citizen. 


While the Review and Herald Publishing Association will be responsible for 
operating the plant, the government, according to standard procedure, will be 
able to disapprove the contents of publications produced by the company. 
Company profits will be shared by the Soviet government and the Review and 
Herald Publishing Association, according to their percentage of ownership. 


Obviously, in addition to the potential for state control of Adventist 
publications, the venture may create misunderstandings between the Adventists 
enjoying a privileged publishing relationship with the government and other 
religious bodies dependent on the company for their literature. 


Still, when analysts within the network of think tanks, university centers, 
and human-rights organizations devoted to studying Soviet policy learned that 
the Soviet government and the Adventists might form a publishing company to 
produce religious literature, they expressed surprise and delight. They see 
it as another hopeful development in Gorbachev's policy .... 


They do stress, however, that Adventists should hire lawyers who specialize in 
Soviet law to insist that the Soviets carefully spell out in advance the 
relationship of the Adventist managers to government control, particularly 
government censorship of the contents of religious publications. 


Those knowledgeable about the Soviet Union and human rights also strongly urge 
that before Adventist leaders sign an agreement, they should demand that the 
Soviet government release religious prisoners of conscience. [over] 


adventist/2 


... [The 11 Adventist prisoners of conscience] are members of the True and 
Free Adventists not recognized by the government. No one knows for sure, but 
many observers believe there are at least as many members of this unrecognized 
Adventist group as of the officially recognized Adventist organization (32,081 
according to the 1988 SdA Yearbook). 


Leaders of the Adventists who are recognized by the government claim that the 
unrecognized Adventists in the Soviet Union hold variant theological views. 
Whether or not that is accurate, the True and Free Adventists undeniably take 
positions on not bearing arms in the army and not sending their children to 
school on Sabbath that are closer to the world Adventist church than to the 
typical practice of the Soviet Union's officially recognized Adventists. 


Last year, Neal C. Wilson, president of the [SdA] General Conference, accepted 
an invitation from the Soviet government to attend an international conference 
in Moscow, where ... Gorbachev hosted Andrei Sakharov and such luminaries from 
the United States as Gore Vidal, Norman Mailer, and Gregory Peck [EPS 
87.07.33]. There, Wilson, orally and in an extensive written statement, 
suggested that ‘on or before 1 May 1988 - the 1000th year of Christianity in 
Russia - the Soviet government witness to its greatness and generosity of 
spirit by declaring an amnesty for all "prisoners of conscience", a gesture 
that would arrest and grip the attention of the world.' 


While Wilson has expressed admirable moral concern for all prisoners of 
conscience, it would seem that Adventists have a special responsibility to 
work on behalf of prisoners of conscience who are fellow Sabbath-keeping 
Adventists - whether or not they belong to groups recognized by the Soviet 
government. 


Leaders in the international human-rights movement, and an increasing number 
of ordinary Seventh-day Adventists, are wondering whether Wilson's ringing 
1987 declaration will be followed by concrete actions on behalf of prisoners 
of conscience. Their attention has been aroused by the fact that other 
religious groups have recently persuaded the present Soviet regime to release 
fellow-believers from prison. 


The signing of an agreement between the Review and Herald Publishing 
Association and the Soviet government to establish a joint commercial venture 
may be a bold, innovative step, increasing the distribution of Adventist 
literature, and leading to further concessions from the Gorbachev regime. 


But, as Adventist leaders enjoy an increasing intimacy with the Soviet 
government, they may become reluctant to struggle against government 
interference if it risks losing the denomination's new-found privileges. 


--. The most flagrant violation of Sabbath-keepers' religious freedom - 
incarceration - seems not to be slowing the progress of denominational leaders 
towards an agreement with Soviet authorities. ... [Are] Adventist leaders 
[likely to] ... resist Soviet censors seizing Adventist words tomorrow if they 
fail to protest Soviet police imprisoning Sabbath-keeping believers today? 


For the Adventist church to commit itself to a cooperative enterprise with a 
Soviet state that continues to hold Sabbath-keeping Adventists in prison would 
be regarded by Adventists and non-Adventists alike as morally grotesque. 


Surely, instead, Adventist leaders will insist that before any agreements on 
joint ventures are signed Soviet officials must, at the very least, release 
all Adventist prisoners of conscience. ... [EPS] 


ECVIEW/Mikhail Gorbachev: ‘Church and State in the USSR’ EPS 88.06.119 


Gorbachev is general secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
and as such, the country's leader. This is excerpted from the text of his 
address to Patriarch Pimen of Moscow, and five other leading bishops of the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church in the Kremlin (29 April). 


The metropolitans with Pimen were Filaret of Kiev and Galicia, Alexi of 
Leningrad and Novgorod, Yuvenali of Krutitsa and Kolomna, Vladimir of Rostov 
and Novocherkassk, and Filaret of Minsk and Byelorussia. 


Our meeting is taking place ahead of the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of 
Russia which received not only religious, but also social and political 
significance, for this was an important milestone along the centuries-—long 
path of the development of national history, culture and Russian statehood. 


This was a long and complicated path, rich in dramatic events and keen 
political collisions. I would single out a period of seven decades that 
became for the Russian church one of the most important stages in its 
history. These are the seven decades of Soviet government when the church 
has been living and operating in social conditions that have no analogues in 
history. 


The decree on the separation of church from state and of school from church, 
proclaimed by the young Soviet republic, marked a sharp turn in relations 
between church and state in Russia. The Lenin decree, the 70th anniversary 
of which was recently observed, enabled the church to carry out its activity 
without any outside interference. To use a figure of speech, the liberation 
spirit of the Great October Socialist Revolution [in 1917] reached all 
religious organizations in our multi-ethnic society. 


Not everything was easy and simple in the sphere of state-church relations. 
Not all hierarchs were able to perceive the essence of the decree. It took 
time to comprehend the ideas contained therein. 


Religious organizations were also affected by the tragic developments that 
occurred in the period of the cult of personality [during Stalin's rule, from 
the mid-1920s till his death in 1953]. This period was unequivocally 
assessed as departure from socialist principles that have now been restored in 
their rights. Mistakes made with regard to the church and believers in the 
1930s and the years that followed are being rectified. Our newspapers and 
magazines write about this with candour and objectivity. From their pages we 
hear the voice of the church, the voice of those present here. 


The constitution of the USSR guarantees equality for all citizens. In the 
name of real equality and real freedom, the religious and non-religious 
working people carried out history's first socialist revolution, worked 
side-by-side building the edifice of socialism and fought in the Great 
Patriotic War and heroically worked on the home front. 


The common destiny, the hardest trials rallied together all Soviet people 
defending socialism in a life-or-death fight against fascism. We remember the 
patriotic appeals of the clergy to its flock in the dire war years. We 
remember mass subscription campaigns for the defence fund. Worshippers 
-collected enough money to build planes for several air squadrons named after 
Alexander Nevsky, and a tank column named after Dmitri Donskoi [both with a 
prominent place in Russian Orthodox history]. Designed to perform purely 
religious functions, the church cannot keep away from complicated problems 
that worry mankind, from the processes taking place in society. [over] 
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The peace-making efforts by the country's religious organizations, their 
contribution to the campaign for nuclear disarmament deserve the highest 
praise. The movement of the clergy for humanism, for fair relations between 
peoples, in support of the home and foreign policy of the Soviet state 
deserves as much appreciation. All this is close to the aspirations of 
religious people, who hold dear the humanist ideal of socialism. Our whole 
community understands and appreciates their stance. 


The overwhelming majority of the believers accepted the policy of perestroika, 
making a considerable contribution to implementing plans of the country's 
social and economic acceleration, to promoting democracy and openness. These 
conditions promote a wide-range public dialogue. They allow religious 
activists to take greater part in the work of many public organizations, like 
the Culture Foundation, the Children's Fund named after Lenin, Motherland 
Society, and others. 


The Soviet state granted believers' requests to pass back under church 
jurisdiction the St Daniel Monastery in Moscow, the Optin Monastery in the 
Kaluga region, a major historical monument, and the Tolga Convent in the 
Yaroslavl region. The state provided every condition for the celebrations of 
the millennium of Russian Christianity. 


A new law on the freedom of conscience, now being drafted, will reflect the 
interests of religious organizations as well. These are all tangible results 
of new approaches to state-church relations in the conditions of perestroika 
and democratisation of Soviet society. We are restoring in full measure now 
the Leninist principles of attitude to religion, church and believers. The 
attitude to the church, to the believers should be determined by the interests 
of strengthening unity of all working people, of the entire nation. 


We clearly see the entire depth of our differences in world outlook, but at 
the same time we realistically assess the existing situation. The believers 
are Soviet people, workers, patriots, and they have the full right to express 
their conviction with dignity. Perestroika, democratisation, and openness 
concern them as well - in full measure and without any restrictions. This is 
especially true of ethics and morals, a domain where universal norms and 
customs come in so helpful for our common cause. 


So, we have a lot of common points for an earnest and, I hope, fruitful 
dialogue. We have a common history, a common Motherland and a common 
future. So let us think together about all that. 


-.- [In connection with the millennium anniversary celebrations,] I would like 
to express the wish that it should pass under the sign of consolidation of all 
believers and all working people in our country in the name of the great 
common cause of perestroika, renewal of socialism, and full exposure of its 
humanistic moral potential. That is inseparable today, too, from active 
participation in the struggle against the nuclear threat, for the survival of 
mankind. 


Let the guests invited to the celebrations and all believers of the planet see 
the peaceful aspirations of the Soviet people. It is the supreme blessing 
for mankind to live in peace, never have a fear of a potential nuclear war and 
feel safe about the future of one's children. 


I hope that the efforts undertaken to that end will find support with the 
church, too, from which we expect new positive moves in upholding the peace 
cause and in its peace-making efforts.’ ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Walter Sawatsky: 'Why Mennonites emigrate from USSR' EPS 88.06.120 


Sawatsky was part of a four-person Mennonite Central Committee team that 
visited the Soviet Union earlier this year. 


The fourth largest movement of Mennonites from Russia to another country was 
the Umsiedler movement from 1970 to 1985. More than 13,000 moved to West 
Germany through a family reunification programme. It made a major impact on 
the German Mennonite community. 


Why had they emigrated? The most obvious reason for many was reunification 
with husband or wife, son or daughter, after separation during the upheavals 
of 1943 to 1945. 


Younger people said living conditions in the Soviet Union had improved, that 
it was somewhat easier for the church than it had been under Stalin and 
Kruschev. But they saw no future for their children there. And pressure to 
convert to atheism was strong in Soviet schools. Most people who emigrated 
wanted to be accepted as full citizens and have full religious liberty. 


Since February 1987 a new wave of immigration has brought more than 14,000 
Soviet Germans to West Germany within the first 12 months. The pace 
continues. Among them were more than 2000 Mennonites. 


Again we need to ask the question: Why are they emigrating? Now that there 
are dramatic changes taking place in Soviet society, when they are gradually 
beginning to acknowledge the dark spots in Soviet history, why would 
Mennonites still choose to leave? 


As I listened to Soviet Mennonite talk about the subject earlier this spring - 
and everyone was thinking about it - I began listing various reasons cited for 
emigration. 


Of course the official reason is that people want to reunite with families. 
But every time a family, separated for 45 years by now, is reunited, it means 
separation from other family members in the Soviet Union. How meaningful is 
such a reunification? 


We also heard some other reasons for leaving. One leader was disappointed to 
be losing choir members, deacons, and other stalwarts of the church and could 
not understand why they wanted to leave now when things were so good. He 
kept pointing to the delicacies on the table as an indication of how 
well-to-do they had become. 


Even the pressures on the church were easing. He concluded that they were 
_ emigrating because they wanted to become richer. They had heard about the 
cars, fancy furniture and other luxuries of their Umsiedler relatives in West 
Germany and they wanted it too. 


Our group travelled with a young couple in a Central Asian city who were 
awaiting each day's post to see whether their permit to emigrate had 
arrived. When asked why they wished to emigrate the husband pointed to a 
picture on the dashboard and talked about his brother in West Germany. The 
most striking thing about the picture was not the brother, but a BMW car that 
flashed invitingly. 


Still others told us they had long ago found a way to survive in this society, 
but they were concerned for their children. They saw how so many children 
were lost to the faith. [over] 
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Even if there was an easing of atheistic propaganda, there was still much to 
pressure young people interested in careers to leave the church. They did 
not know, but perhaps it would be better in West Germany. 


One night in Krigisia I heard a rather interesting explanation for emigration, 
varieties of which reappeared in other places. They had been reading the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, especially chapter 37 to 39. These passages talk about 
the end times and signs of the end, so they wanted to know from us the correct 
biblical teaching on eschatology. 


Would the church be raptured before the time of tribulation, or would that 
happen in the middle of the seven-year period of tribulation as some Bible 
teachers were claiming? Might the church suffer through the whole period of 
tribulation before being raptured to be with the Lord (post-tribulation view)? 


Then I understood. If you are pre-tribulation, then it does not really 
matter where you live when the Lord returns. If either of the other two 
versions is true, however, then you are eager to get out from the land of 
anti-Christ (does not [the biblical reference to] Gog refer to the Soviet 
Union they ask?) before the time of desolation sets in. This explanation for 
emigration is not discussed publicly, but apparently keeps coming up when two 
or three people get together to talk. 


Why are they emigrating? The most consistent answer had to do with fears for 
the future. There had been other times of thaw when their condition as 
Christians and as Germans in the Soviet Union had improved. 


But then came new difficulties. Most people we talked to favoured perestroika 
even though the actual changes were often not yet visible in their region, in 
their factory or in local politics. But they were unsure the new policy 
would last. If they did not get out now, they might live to regret it later. 


But why were they always asking us to give an opinion about emigration? When 
government authorities and journalists asked the question, we sensed that 
speaking against emigration would be helpful propaganda to get the Germans to 
be less feverish about emigrating. 


We of course tried to be neutral since deciding to emigrate is something only 
those involved can really do. They are the ones who need to live with the 
consequences and to live with their conscience. 


Since most of them knew that, why were they as believers asking us about 
emigration? Sometimes we sensed they wanted an authoritative word that might 
finally put all the agonizing discussion to rest. Perhaps in their society 
formerly a central leadership existed that could issue final statements. But 
that is not the Mennonite way. 


Most of the time, it seemed, that question was merely an excuse to start 
talking about what was uppermost in their minds. They wanted to share their 
innermost anxieties. They wanted to let us know the decision to leave was 
often made with great difficulty and many second thoughts. Many were afraid 
to get advice from fellow believers there. 


Most poignant was an incident on a Sunday morning in Alma Ata when two women 
came forward to announce this was their last Sunday before leaving. The 
pastor led the congregation in a prayer of dedication for them, bidding them 
God-speed. There was much weeping all around. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/26) 


A’ statistical summary of the US-dollar value of material—-aid shipments in 
1987 by 19 church-related agencies in 12 countries, plus shipments from the 
Lutheran World Federation and World Council of Churches, is available from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The statistics cover eight 
categories, including food, medicines, transport vehicles, and clothing. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published a 
report on its consultation last November in Zimbabwe on ‘Church and 
Liberation'. It appears as the May (#14) issue of Development Education 
Forum, issued by the LWF Office for Research and Social Action. 


During July and August the EPS office will be staffed as usual, Monday 
through Friday. Those with administrative requests should use the usual EPS 
address and numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way. However, 
using the following addresses and numbers for the editor during that period 
should save a little time, perhaps as much as a day or a weekend: 


13 July-6 August: Lambeth Conference, Communications Department, 
Electronics Building, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CTI2 /7NZ, 
England/UK. Phone: 44-227/762604 or 44-227/762605. Fax: 44-227/762 603. 
Telex: 96145 lambeth. 


8-20 August: ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress—Centrum Stadtpark, 
Theodor—Heuss-—Platz 1-3, D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, and 23 August. Please 
make special coverage requests in advance. Journalists are welcome to 
cover the meeting in person. Details about accreditation are available from 
Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Wednesday 06 July Monday 18 July 
Wednesday 27 July Monday 08 August 
Thursday 11 August Monday 15 August 
Wednesday 17 August Friday 19 August 
Wednesday 31 August Tuesday 06 September 
Tuesday 13 September Monday 19 September 


and Mondays until further notice 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 30 June. The next is scheduled 
for 7 July. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You . 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
(including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 
92.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG 


marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 
Canadian dollars. 


MOZAMBIQUE: GOVERNMENT Ecumenical Press 


RELIGION POLICY CHANGING Service 88.07.01 
MAPUTO (Steve Askin) - The Mozambican government announced (24 June) that 


churches, pastors' residences, and other religious properties seized after 
independence in 1975 are to be returned. 


That is the latest in a series of moves, praised by church leaders and Western 
diplomats, for greater religious freedom in this southern African nation. 


It comes at a time of growing anti-church violence by the opposition 
Mozambique National Resistance (MNR). 


Schools and hospitals remain in state hands, but recent agreements with the 
government have given religious representatives a role in the operation of 
several health institutions formerly controlled exclusively by the state. 


The education and health institutions were formally nationalized in July 1975. 
Church officials have not sought reversal of that decision. 


The problem, agree Anglican, Methodist and Roman Catholic leaders, is that 
some over-zealous local officials illegally seized churches and other purely 
religious buildings in the years following independence. 


About five years ago, the government acknowledged the injustice and started 
returning churches on a case-by-case basis. 


Government sources said the new declaration, accompanied by a list of 90 
properties to be returned, was designed to speed action in some outlying 
sections of the country where local officials failed to implement national 
policy. 


Numerically, Roman Catholicism is the dominant form of Christianity in 
Mozambique. Before Mozambique gained independence from Portugal, it enjoyed 
special privileges. 


Most of the seized properties had been under Roman Catholic control. However, 
other Christian traditions and Muslims were also affected by the takeovers. 


Nonetheless, from the perspective of the minority Christian denominations, 
independence meant an immediate expansion of religious freedom, noted Carlos 
Matsinhe, an Anglican priest who heads the Christian Council of Mozambique's 
development committee. 


Meanwhile, as the state wins church praise for its new policies, the MNR 
increasingly targets religious centres for destruction. 


On 17 May, it raided a Methodist mission at Cambine, Inhambane Province, 
destroying the pastor's house, a Bible school and a health centre. 


It also destroyed a church-installed generator and water pump. 
US Ambassador Melissa Wells, whose government recently issued a_ report 


praising Mozambique's progress in religious freedom, said Cambine was just one 
' in a series of such MNR attacks recently. [EPS] 


NICARAGUA: CHURCH WORKS AT Ecumenical Press 
RECONCILIATION AT GRASSROOTS Service 88.07.02 


This item is adapted from a report by Religious News Service. 


MANAGUA (Paul Jeffrey) -— Hopeful that peace between government’ and 
anti-government forces will come before too long, various parts of the church 
in Nicaragua are busy with grassroots efforts aimed at reconciling segments of 
the fractured Nicaraguan society. 


In the prisons near here and throughout the countryside, church leaders and 
independent evangelists are working to increase the possibilities of peace 
should negotiations result in signed accords. 


Pedro Pablo Castillo, former pastor of a congregation here, has been working 
among imprisoned former National Guardsmen who will be set free if a final 
cease-fire is signed. 


Other religious leaders are supporting local peace commissions in rural 
areas. Formed in the aftermath of the accords signed last August in 
Guatemala by the presidents of five Central American countries, these 
commissions are led in many areas by a local church leader. 


More than 200 commissions were created last fall and charged with bringing 
about reconciliation at the local level. The commissions succeeded in 
convincing some contras (anti-government fighters) to turn themselves in under 
a government amnesty plan, and they also pressured the government to release 
hundreds of prisoners jailed under suspicion of aiding contra forces. 


When the peace process bogged down later in 1987, most of the local 
commissions ceased to function and the war began to heat up again. 


With the signing last March of a temporary cease-fire, Gustavo Parajon, a 
Baptist pastor and one of four clergy members of the National Reconciliation 
Commission, challenged the churches to reactivate the local commissions. 


As the cease-fire took effect in April, the commissions found new 
opportunities for carrying out their work. Throughout the north, members of 
peace commissions arranged face-to-face encounters between government troops 
and contra commandos. 


In a 25 April meeting in Nueva Guinea in a war-torn area of the south, Parajon 
heard representatives of 18 commissions report they had convinced more than 50 
contras to accept amnesty, and had persuaded local government officials to 
release more than 100 persons jailed for collaborating with the enemy. 


Castillo's work provides another example of how church leaders can promote 
reconciliation, even while behind bars. 


In 1979, he was pastor of a congregation here of the Church of God (Cleveland, 
Tennessee) and a lieutenant in the National Guard of dictator Anastasio 
Somoza. Following the Sandinista takeover in July of that year, Castillo was 
arrested, tried and sentenced to 30 years in prison. 


Castillo estimated that by the time he was released from the Jorge Navarro 
Penitentiary east of Managua six years later, about 1500 prisoners had become 
Christians as a result of his ministry. 


He soon had about 30 new Christians trained as church workers, and their 
ministry spread as they were transferred to prisons around the country. [EPS] 


USA: FUTURE OF CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
WORLD SERVICE DEBATED Service 88.07.03 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The future of Church World Service - the relief, 
development, and refugee arm of the [US] National Council of Churches - seems 
much in doubt these days. 


CWS Director J Richard Butler's surprise resignation in May, after a year of 
inconclusive battles with NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer, has_ settled 
nothing, but only added to the general dismay. 


Shaken by the resignation, the CWS unit committee unanimously declared its 
lack of confidence in Brouwer's leadership. That was the more astonishing 
because the committee is headed by Methodist Bishop Philip Cousin, the NCC's 
immediate past president. 


However, in a telephone interview, Cousin said (27 June) he does not share all 
the committee's views, and 'I have confidence in the general secretary’. 
Patricia McClurg, the current president, said she supports Brouwer, but 'that 
does not mean I am uncritical.' 


Brouwer is trying to implement an ‘integration' policy. Two of its aspects 
have proven particularly provocative - taking more CWS money for NCC ‘common 
services' (offices of finance, information, personnel, etc.) and curbing the 
independence that CWS and other units previously enjoyed. 


The policy was approved in principle by the NCC Governing Board in 1984 on the 
recommendation of a special panel. CWS leaders warned it would lead to grief, 
but the NCC was in a financial bind and no one suggested any other way out. 


Several knowledgeable people interviewed recently indicate that the time of 
grief has been reached. Norma Kehrberg, director of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, said her agency wants to work ecumenically, but she is 
now uncertain of CWS as a viable channel. 


She observed that aid could be sent through the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches, but that would not preserve the 
ideal of US denominations acting abroad as an ‘ecumenical family'. 


In a warning shot last year, UMCOR cut its contribution to the basic CWS 
program budget by 10 percent. It scheduled further reassessment for later 
this year. And Lloyd Van Vactor of the United Church of Christ's Board for 
World Ministries said staff there have decided to bypass CWS in sending funds 
overseas whenever possible until they see ‘how things go'. His expectations 
are ‘pessimistic’. 


The underlying problem is that the denominations providing most of the NCC 
budget have been in decline for the past two decades, bringing a decline in 
contributions to the NCC and forcing a reduction in NCC staff to skeleton 
dimensions. Now, the question is whether even the skeleton can be kept erect. 


Disgruntled church members who withhold support from more controversial 
programs still give for feeding the hungry, so the church bodies pass along 
more funds to CWS than to other NCC units. CWS also raises money itself in 
community campaigns called CROP, which produce even more than the 
‘denominations supply. 


To make the CWS share of common services payments more nearly match its share 
of NCC income, the CWS assessment was raised from one million US dollars in 
1986 to 1.5 million this year -— from 49 to 66 percent of the total. [over] 
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CWS leaders warn that CROP supporters -— many from outside the NCC constituency 
—- will drop away as more and more of what they give is taken for NCC 
administration. 


Another complaint is the amount of staff energy absorbed by integration 
processes. Larry Hollon, CWS communications officer, has resigned, charging 
that Brouwer kept him so tied up in working on plans for integrating with the 
NCC information office that he had little time to communicate CWS programmes. 


Paul McCleary, Butler's predecessor and now director of Save the Children, 
said his three predecessors were all fired, evidence that conflict was built 
into the position. He himself resigned but ‘felt myself burning out’. 


McCleary said Brouwer, like his predecessors as NCC general secretary, is 
trying to impose a bureaucratic management style intrinsically unworkable in 
US ecumenism. He predicted that church agencies, volunteer fund-raisers, and 
individual contributors will increasingly seek other channels for their gifts. 


McCleary said CWS could function more effectively with the autonomy of 
Catholic Relief Services. CRS operates under a board of bishops but apart 
from the US Catholic Conference. Modifying earlier convictions, Butler has 
now moved towards McCleary's view. 


Loss of CWS would force a radical scaling down of the NCC. Not only does CWS 
now pay two thirds of all common services, it also covers more than half the 
cost of the area offices (Africa, Latin America, etc.) maintained jointly with 
the NCC Division of Overseas Ministries, and picks up some other bills. 


Brouwer appears to remain calm and confident in the midst of uncertainty, 
tension, resignations, and no-confidence voting. Whether the predictions of 
damage to CWS come true, he said, depends on ‘how we tell the story’. 


In his telling, NCC administrative costs are kept low and CWS is assessed no 
more than its fair share. If its income declines, he said, the proportion 
going to common services will necessarily increase, but still not reach 
unreasonable heights. His basic argument is that the NCC has to be paid for, 
and if not his way, how? 


But more important than CWS money, Brouwer said, is identifying CWS with the 
NCC in the public mind. If CWS is considered one of the ‘good' parts of the 
council, as is the case with some NCC critics, he believes the NCC needs to 
get credit for it. 


CWS might wish Brouwer would make whatever demands he deems necessary, strike 
some kind of deal, and then let CWS get back to its work. 


But to Brouwer, integration is not a matter of specific demands, but a process 
that ‘goes on'. And resistance goes on. 


Brouwer has appointed Butler's deputy, Ann N. Beardslee, as acting director. 
Interviewed on one of her first days in the hot seat, she said she has the 
same perspective on issues as Butler because they both sought to represent the 
people who supply CWS with its funds. 


When the conflict between Brouwer and Butler broke into the open last year, 
the NCC executive committee appointed a Church Leaders Panel to study and 
advise. That group meets again at the end of next month. Many people are 
now depending on it to discover a way out of the gloom. [EPS] 


RURAL WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT ; Ecumenical Press 


PROGRAM EVALUATED, AFFIRMED Service 88.07.04 
GENEVA - After more than a decade in operation, the ‘Rural Women and 


Development' program of the World Council of Churches was evaluated and 
affirmed (here, 8-20 June) by 15 women engaged in rural development work in 
eight regions of the world. 


The program was launched in 1976. It is especially concerned to support 
projects that empower women, particularly 'the most marginalized ... who are 
deprived of the basic necessities of life.' 


Basic data for the evaluation were project reports from local women's groups 
sent in response to a questionnaire. The evaluators - theologians, community 
organizers, social analysts, researchers, communicators, teachers, and 
funding-agency representatives - identified some of the main social, cultural, 
economic, and political barriers to women's empowerment. 


Among those mentioned was the lack of basic necessities such as food, water, 
health care services, education and training, and information. Such barriers 
were said to reflect patriarchal and hierarchical attitudes and structures. 


One recurring concern was how women excerise power, and the problems they may 
encounter in communicating with women they seek to empower. Another was the 
role non-governmental organizations and donor agencies sometimes play as 
‘tranquilizers' and 'appeasers'. 


Unequal and harmful donor-receiver relationships were discussed, and an 
alternative resource-sharing model sketched out. The evaluators also looked 
at some problems associated with income-generating projects. 


Throughout the fortnight, exchange and mutual challenge were promoted by 
‘community building' efforts that are a regular feature of meetings of the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Women. 


Large segments of time were reserved for worship, drama, story telling, and 
non-verbal communication. There were meditations on justice, oneness with 
creation, community, solidarity, and empowerment. 


The evaluators identified various significant ways to empower women, observing 
that some are already stressed in projects the program supports, and calling 
for more emphasis in the future on others. 


Awareness-raising was judged as the crucial means of empowerment. The group 
said networks of different grassroots groups and exchange/exposure programmes 
that promote cross-cultural learning and help less experienced women gain 
confidence are also useful. 


Other empowering activities identified included participatory research; skills 
training (including management, communication, and technical or mechanical 
skills); and development and distribution of awareness-raising resource 
materials, and their translation into local languages. 


The meeting revised funding criteria for the program, recommended increasing 
the annual budget for funding, and offered a new set of guidelines for 
‘initiating projects. 


The evaluation and the participants' recommendations and suggestions are to go 
to the meeting next month of the WCC Central Committee. A full report of the 
fortnight is also to be produced. [EPS] 


Gorbachev outlines view of religion in Soviet society EPS 88.07.05 

MOSCOW -— During his three-and-a-half hour speech (28 June) to the special 
conference of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev 
referred to religion in society. The Soviet leader said a religious outlook 
is ‘'non-materialistic and unscientific. But this is no reason for a 
disrespectful attitude to the spiritual-mindedness of the believer, still less 
for applying any administrative pressure to assert materialistic views.' [EPS] 


USA: ‘crime wave striking churches around the country' EPS 88.07.06 
NEW YORK - According to a report from the ecumenical [US] Joint Strategy and 
Action Committee [JSAC], Christian ‘congregations all across the nation are 
experiencing a rash of break-ins, vandalism, and even personal injuries that 
is forcing church leaders to take another look at how to balance the church's 
mandate to minister to the needs of everyone with its own needs for 
security.’ And, JSAC notes, in some cases, the crime comes from within, such 
as parishioners stealing from Sunday collections. In other cases, the 
break-ins are thought to be politically motivated. [EPS] 


Japan: denominations criticize court ruling against widow EPS 88.07.07 
TOKYO -— Two denominations have issued statements condemning the Japan Supreme 
Court's decision against a widow who protested that her husband had been 
deified in a Shinto shrine against her wishes [EPS 88.05.47; 06.54]. 
Chairperson Masahiro Tomura of the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine Issues Committee of 
the Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) spoke of the 
Kyodan's ‘intense anger’ at a court ruling ‘impossible for us to accept’. He 
added that with ‘Japan's escalating militarization ... a target of criticism 
from other Asian nations, the court ruling becomes a defiant challenge on the 
part of the Japanese nation and state in relation to the sufferings of other 
Asian countries.' A statement from the Japan Baptist Convention charged that 
the decision ‘moves Japan a few more steps backward towards former 
militaristic behaviour. ... We strongly protest this court ruling which allows 
the use of the dead by the state and the Self-Defence Forces to strengthen the 
morale of SDF personnel while negating the rights inherent in personal faith.' 
[EPS] 


Japan: church actions on women's ordination EPS 88.07.08 
TOKYO - Two Japanese church bodies have taken action on the ordination of 
women. At the 40th General Assembly of the Japan Seikokai ([Anglican] Holy 
Catholic Church), the bishops again rejected a proposal to set up a committee 
to consider women's ordination. The 23rd General Assembly of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission voted to accept the ordination of never-married or widowed 
women, though they are to serve only in posts where they are helpers to men. 
Ordained women who marry are to be taken off the clergy roster. [EPS] 


Hong Kong: call for missionaries to Hakka speakers abroad EPS 88.07.09 
HONG KONG - According to General Secretary Yu Wai-hung of the Tsung Tsin 
[Lutheran] Mission, 'the time is ripe for us to assign missionaries to such 
places as New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Vancouver, and Bangkok' to 
undertake mission work among the Hakka-speaking Chinese, a group numbering in 
the tens of millions. An estimated two-thirds of the Chinese outside China 
(including Taiwan and Hong Kong) are Hakka speakers, most in southeast Asia. 
Earlier this year, the denomination raised about 15,000 Hong Kong dollars to 
pay for thrice-weekly shortwave radio broadcasts in Hakka. [EPS] 


France: Lutheran-Reformed permanent council meets EPS 88.07.10 
STRASBOURG - The Lutheran-Reformed Permanent Council, an organ of the 
country's four Lutheran and Reformed denominations, met (3 June) and 
considered a common '‘'catechetical platform' for the two traditions, clergy 
formation, their role in a major European meeting next May on justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation, and common efforts on human rights. [EPS] 


Australia: Uniting Church calls for treaty EPS 88.07.11 

SYDNEY - General Secretary David Gill of the Uniting Church in Australia has 
welcomed a proposal for a treaty as the best available means to foster 
reconciliation between whites and descendants of the earlier inhabitants of 
the country. In letters to Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke and opposition 
leader John Howard, Gill also echoed concerns expressed by President Charles 
Harris of the Uniting Aboriginal & Islander Christian Congress and others that 
some reactions against the proposed treaty include 'racist' overtones. [EPS] 


Bangladesh: Islam becomes state religion EPS 88.07.12 
DHAKA - With a constitutional change last month, Islam is the state religion 
of Bangladesh. About seven in eight of the 105 million Bangladeshis are 
Muslims. Hindus are the largest religious minority; Christians number about 
400,000. [EPS] 


Sri Lankan Buddhist director preparing film about Jesus Christ EPS 88.07.13 
COLOMBO —- Sri Lankan film director Sunil Ariyaratne is preparing a film about 
the life of Jesus Christ. Ariyaratne says his Buddhism helps him take an 
independent, detached look at the story. He says the film will have ‘a Sri 
Lankan identity', and be ready by Christmas 'if everything goes well.' [EPS] 


India: CSI bishop in controversy EPS 88.07.14 
BANGALORE - C.D. Jathanna, the [United] Church of South India bishop for 
central Karnataka state, is involved in a controversy about a decision he took 
to allow a private trust to use clinical facilities in a CSI hospital. Those 
calling for his resignation say he should have consulted before granting the 
permission, which he subsequently withdrew. The bishop says he made the offer 
‘only with the intention to strengthen the healing ministry in the CSI 
hospital.’ Also involved in the controversy are the bishop's actions in 
appointing a principal at a CSI girls school, and procedures for assigning 
presbyters (pastors) to pastorates (parishes). [EPS] 


Vatican criticizes US bishops on Aids EPS 88.07.15 
ROME - In a letter to the Roman Catholic Archbishop John May, president of the 
[US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Vatican has criticized a 
phrase in a statement on Aids released earlier this year by an NCCB 
committee. The US statement sets forth official Roman Catholic opposition to 
what are considered artificial means of birth control, but says information 
about such means are acceptable in government campaigns to encourage behaviour 
which reduces the risk of Aids. The Vatican letter reiterates opposition to 
‘immoral practices' such as the use of most birth-control methods. [EPS] 


Hungary: church leaders oppose Romanian plan EPS 88.07.16 
BUDAPEST -— Six Hungarian church leaders have issued an appeal against plans to 
demolish 7000 villages in Romania and replace them with '‘agro-industrial 
complexes' [EPS 88.06.110]. Those most affected would be members of various 
ethnic minority groups. The Hungarian appeal notes that there are already 
more than 10,000 ethnic Hungarian refugees from Romania in Hungary. [EPS] 


Uganda: Bibles distributed with Aids advice EPS 88.07.17 
KAMPALA -— School children in Uganda are to receive 20,000 Bibles with two 
pages of information about Aids in them. The Southern Baptist project has 
government permission. One page includes medical information as answers to 
the following: What is Aids? Is Aids a big problem for Uganda? How is the 
infection spreading? Are there other ways to get the infection? Who is most 
likely to get the infection? The other page includes Bible references in 
responses to the following: What is God's plan for sex and marriage? How can 
I control my sexual behaviour? What is my responsibility towards people 
suffering from Aids? How can I receive comfort if I have Aids? How can I 
know I have eternal life if I am dying of Aids? [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.07.18 


The World Council of Churches has announced four staff appointments, approved 
last March by the WCC Executive Committee [EPS 88.03.101] but not made public 
then. They are Maria del Carmen Andreu (Bolivia), translator into Spanish; 
Imalia Komalo (Indonesia), refugee resettlement officer for the WCC 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS); Matthew Stevenson (UK), CICARWS 
finance secretary; and Robert Scott, programme secretary in the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism. 


Hermann Goltz, is the new study secretary of the Conference of European 
Churches. Goltz, a United pastor and professor in the DDR (East Germany) 
succeeds Dumitru Popescu, who returns to Romania as rector of the Bucharest 
theological faculty. Also, Frans Bouwen (Netherlands) is now associate 
secretary for inter-church service, a new CEC post. He has been an 
international affairs consultant with the World Council of Churches. 


Jintaro Uedu is the new general secretary of the Nippon Seiko Kai (Holy 
Catholic [Anglican] Church of Japan). Earlier, he was a parish priest, and 
secretary for development and service of the Christian Conference of Asia. 


Gordon Wilson, a Methodist businessman in Enniskillen (Northern Ireland), 
has received the 1988 World Peace Award from the World Methodist Council. He 
was among those injured in a terrorist bombing there last November, in which 
his daughter Marie was killed. The award notes he has since become a ‘mighty 
focus of peace and hope', because he ‘continues to live out, and inspire 
others to live out, this glorious agenda of Christian peace for Ireland.' 


Mutembe Gaetan is the new secretary of the All Africa Lutheran Information 
and Coordination Centre in Arusha (Tanzania). 


Hans-Wolfgang Hessler, director of the Joint Committee for Evangelical 
[United, Lutheran, Reformed] Information and Communication in the FRG (West 
Germany) is the new president of the Europe Region of the World Association 
for Christian Communication. 


Clyde Taylor, a Baptist minister widely known as 'Mr NAE', is dead at 83. 
For more than 40 years, he was active in the [US] National Association of 
Evangelicals, from which he retired in 1975. 


Frances Smith, EPS editor 1967-1977, has retired as director of the New York 
office of United Methodist News Service. 


Traian Grecu and Ioan Rincu have been elected president and general 
secretary respectively of the Baptist Union of Romania. 


Effective 1 November, Stuart Brown is the new general secretary of the 
Canadian Council of Churches. He is now programme secretary for Christian- 
Muslim relations at the World Council of Churches. 


Richard Sakala is the new director of the Africa Literature Centre, Kitwe, 
Zambia. He has headed Africa Church Information Service, Nairobi. 


Herbert Meissner, a church official from Berlin (West) is the new director 
of EMW, the Hamburg-based United, Lutheran, and Reformed world-mission 
agency. Johanna Linz is the new EMW press spokesperson. 


Daniel Weiss is the new general secretary of the American Baptist Churches 
in the USA. He has been executive director of the ABC Board of Educational 
Ministries since 1983. [EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: : Ecumenical Press 
FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY Service 87.07.19 


The following may be used as background paragraphs about the WCC: 


The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated in August 1948 at its 
First Assembly, in Amsterdam. Its constitution describes it as a ‘fellowship 
of churches [now 307] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the scriptures, and therefore seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 


Its constitution specifies seven WCC ‘functions and purposes', including to: 

—- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- ‘facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

- ‘support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task’; 

- ‘express the common concern of the churches in the service of human need, 
the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one human 
family in justice and peace'; and 

- 'foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service.' 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent (such as Kimbanguist, Mar 
Thoma, and Philippine), Reformed (including Waldensian, Remonstrant, Mission 
Covenant, Congregational, and Presbyterian), Anglican, Disciples, Brethren, 
Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


Three notable traditions outside WCC membership are Roman Catholicism, 
Seventh-day Adventism, and the Salvation Army. Unlike WCC members, each of 
these has one world headquarters (Rome, Washington, and London, respectively). 


These traditons, however, are represented in some national and/or regional 
Christian councils, and do cooperate in various ways with the WCC. For 
example, a Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets annually, and the Vatican 
appoints some members of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. 


About 300 people work at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there are 14 
programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; Dialogue 
with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical Commission; 
International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; Renewal and 
Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and Education. 


The next WCC assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 
Other WCC assemblies were in Evanston (suburban Chicago, 1954), New Delhi 
(1961), Uppsala (Sweden, 1968), Nairobi (1975), and Vancouver (1983). 


The WCC has seven presidents - Marga Biihrig, Reformed, Switzerland; W.P.K. 
Makhulu, Anglican, Botswana; R. Nita Barrow, Methodist, Barbados; Johannes 
Hempel, Lutheran, GDR; Lois Wilson, United, Canada; Paulos Gregorios, 
Oriental Orthodox, India; and Ignatios IV of Antioch, Eastern Orthodox, 
Syria. They are part of the 158-member Central Committee. Its officers are a 
moderator (Heinz—Joachim Held, United, FRG), two vice moderators (Sylvia Ross 
Talbot, Methodist, USA; Chrysostomos of Myra, Eastern Orthodox, Turkey), and 
‘a general secretary (Emilio Castro, Methodist, Uruguay), who also heads the 
WCC staff. 


The committee meets every 12 to 18 months. The officers, presidents, and 
other Central Committee members make up a 27-member Executive Committee. It 
meets twice a year. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘World YMCA Statement on Disarmament' EPS 88.07.20 


This statement from the World Alliance of YMCAs was presented to the SSD-III, 
the third special UN session on disarmament, which concluded last month [EPS 
88.06.104]. 


Our world today is in a precarious position. 


Today there are 44 wars of varying intensity and of different categories being 
fought around the world. Mutual distrust and the drive to dominate others 
have replaced the ideals of a common humanity where all people can live 
together in peace and harmony and pursue the common good of all. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs, which is the confederation of 92 YMCAs around the 
world representing 26 million people, is deeply committed to working for peace 
with justice in our world today. 


We are concerned that the world is increasingly becoming an armed camp with 
well over 800 million dollars a year being spent on weapons, while over three 
thousand million people are submerged in absolute poverty and millions remain 
unemployed, illiterate and in poor health for lack of basic health care. 


It is obvious that more arms will never make the world more secure - only 
poorer. 


The debt burdens of many developing countries are directly linked to distorted 
priorities that lead them into massive defence expenditures. Those who are 
engaged in the international arms trade consciously seek to perpetuate these 
trends through proliferation of arms manufactures. 


Militarism and the arms race are major forces against development and the 
peoples' participation in seeking a future which is just. Military might is 
a vehicle that suppresses human rights because it has been used to suppress 
the legitimate claims and struggles for justice by the poor and oppressed of 
the world in the name of ‘national security’. 


As governments devote more and more of the world's scarce resources to 
building destructive arsenals, and nuclear strategists increasingly 
contemplate the threat of genocide as an instrument of public policy, the 
World YMCA asks the question, ‘Has modern militarism reached the point where 
compromise is no longer possible?' 


As a Christian organization, we are concerned about the colossal investments 
required for nuclear armaments and nuclear power, and believe that our limited 
resources should be invested for the poor and rural communities, and for 
alternative, safe and renewable sources of energy. 


Our commitment to a nuclear-free South Pacific remains unaltered. We oppose 
and condemn the use of the Pacific for the testing, storage and transportation 
of nuclear weapons and weapons delivery systems, the disposal of radioactive 
wastes, and the passage of nuclear-powered submarines and ships. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs is prepared to commit itself to and support all 
genuine efforts to seek peace with justice by governments and organizations of 
people around the world. 


It therefore also associates itself fully with the message of SSD-III ... from 
the NGO Forum for a Common and Secure Future ... [Geneva, 5-8 April] [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth Ferris: ‘Church Response to Asylum Issues’ EPS 88.07.21 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service of the 
World Council of Churches. Related items: EPS 88.04.06; 05.71 


.-- Traditionally, churches have been in the forefront of providing assistance 
to refugees. Increasingly they are becoming involved in protection issues as 
well. With UNHCR's protection function limited - for political reasons - in 
northern countries, and with the erosion of the principle of the right of 
first asylum in northern countries and with the erosion of the principle of 
the right of first asylum - the churches are speaking out forcefully on asylum 
issues and confronting their governments in many countries. 


But these changes in actions are often painful, and frequently require a 
change in the way the churches see their diaconal mission. Given the present 
responsibility of northern governments for the erosion of the international 
system of refugee protection, churches in these countries have an important 
role to play - not only protecting refugees in their own countries, but in 
upholding the rights of refugees to live in security everywhere. 


In Canada, for example, the churches and the government traditionally worked 
closely together in implementing Canada's generous refugee resettlement 
policies. The churches played an important role in shaping the government's 
policies and while pressing for greater flexibility and openness they were 
often able to be supportive of the government as well. 


But when the government introduced harsh new legislation which would severely 
restrict the refugee determination procedure and limit access to. that 
procedure, the churches protested vigorously. In collaboration with other 
non-governmental organizations, an active advocacy campaign was launched by 
the churches through the Inter-Church Committee on Refugees. 


Press conferences were called to denounce the government's policies, testimony 
was organized for public forums, and tense negotiations with government 
officials became the norm. Even as the bills now proceed through the 
legislative process, the churches through ICCR are preparing a major court 
challenge. 


In European countries, the churches have spoken out strongly and vigorously in 
Support of refugees and asylum-seekers and against proposed changes towards 
more restrictive policies. In Switzerland, the Federation of Protestant 
Churches, the Roman Catholic bishops and the Christian [Old] Catholic synod 
issued two public statements affirming the need to uphold the basic principles 
of refugee protection. 


In the Federal Republic of Germany, representatives of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (which groups United, Lutheran, and Reformed regional churches), 
and the Roman Catholic bishops are negotiating with the government on asylum 
concerns. And in many other countries, the churches are taking courageous 
stands. 


But these actions have not been enough to stop the tide of restrictionist 
policy. In the United States, Christians and local congregations began 
offering sanctuary to refugees in 1982 even though their government considered 
such actions illegal. 


The US sanctuary movement has grown in the US to encompass some 450 local 
congregations and secular groups and has _ focused attention on _ the 
discrepancies in US refugee policy as well as on the root-causes of the 
movement of so many Central Americans to the United States. [over] 


refugees/2 


In Europe, the sanctuary movement has taken different forms. While there have 
been several well-publicized cases of churches offering public sanctuary, 
there are many more cases where individual Christians are hiding rejected 
asylum-seekers in their homes until other solutions can be found. 


In some cases, these local activists are impatient with the response of their 
national church bodies and see themselves as the vanguard of refugee 
protection. And indeed, in some countries national church bodies have been 
largely silent on refugee and asylum issues. Elsewhere, churches have 
preferred quiet negotiations instead of confrontation with their governments. 


While the churches are making great efforts on the national level to prevent 
the erosion of asylum in their countries, there are two urgent directions 
needed for further church action. 


First, the churches must play a more active role on the local level. While 
church leaders frequently speak out on asylum issues, their congregations are 
often reservoirs of xenophobia and fear. Without significant efforts to 
educate their constituencies and to mobilize support on refugee and asylum 
issues, the position of church leaders vis-a-vis their governments is undercut. 


The struggle to uphold the rights of refugees and asylum-seekers is intimately 
linked to struggles against racism and for justice, development and peace. 
The churches are in a unique position to influence public attitudes on these 
issues, precisely because they are rooted in local Christian communities. 
While church agencies have an important role to play, the asylum issue is too 
important to be left in the hands of the agencies alone. To meet the current 
demands, the actions and support of all Christians are needed. 


The second challenge is for churches to work more effectively on the 
international level. The global system of refugee protection is breaking 
down. The churches, because of their international and ecumenical connections 
are uniquely situated to speak out forcefully on refugee and asylum issues, to 
challenge governments, and to press UNHCR to assert a more vigorous protection 
role. 


But to do this means taking time away from national concerns and devoting 
energy and resources to understanding and action on the international level. 
And when churches see the urgent needs on the national level, when they know 
that rejected asylum-seekers are being deported, international concerns may 
seem less pressing. As a result, churches often seek to confront national 
policies in an isolated fashion, unaware that churches in a neighbouring 
country are struggling with precisely the same issues. 


Meanwhile, the governments are certainly meeting and cooperating with each 
other. The result in Europe, for example, is that by 1992 asylum policies 
will not only be consistent, but based on the most restrictive measures. This 
development demands an effective church voice, but that requires more 
coordination and information-sharing between churches and related agencies. 


The challenges for the churches are many. While there are a few signs of 
hope, the predominant trends suggest a future where refugees continue to flee 
persecution and political violence and where they face an increasingly hostile 
reception, particularly in the richest countries of the world. If the 
northern governments continue to devise ways of keeping asylum-seekers out, 
more southern governments will ask why they should be expected to assume the 
burden of caring for the many more refugees who arrive at their borders. If 
that happens, then we are lost. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/27) 


For administrative requests during July and August, use the usual EPS 
address and numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way, but the 
following addresses and numbers for the editor could save a day or weekend: 
13 ~July-6 August: Lambeth Conference, Communications Department, 
Electronics Building, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 /7NZ, 
England/UK. Phone: 44-227/762604 or 44-227/762605. Fax: 44-227/762 603. 
8-20 August: ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress—Centrum Stadtpark, Theodor- 
Heuss Platz 1-3, D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, and 23 August. 
Journalists are welcome to cover the meeting in person. Details about 
accreditation are available from Thérese Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on the WCC Emergencies Consultancy for Southern Africa last May in 
Harare [EPS 88.05.91, 06.24] is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. Also available is a situation report on the ethnic conflict in 
Sri Lanka (#3, 1 June). +++ A report on the Christian Muslim Colloquium on 
Religion and Society last September in Crete is available from WCC/Dialogue, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. +++ A report on the Second International 
Conference of the Lebanese Foundation for Permanent Civil Peace which met at 
the Conference Centre in Ayia Napa, Cyprus, is available from the centre. +++ 
The new (June) WCC Youth Newsletter (WCC/Youth, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
focuses on women. 


New York-based Religious News Service has been chosen as one of 15 placement 
sites in the fellowship program of the Congress of National Black Churches 
funded by the Ford Foundation. +++ The WCC magazine One World received one of 
the five General Excellence Awards of the US-based Associated Church Press 
organization. It won in the category for publications with circulations under 
10,000. Other categories and winners were newspapers Catholic Sun, Phoenix 
(Arizona); denominational magazines, American Baptist; non-denominational 
magazines, International Christian Digest; special-interest magazines, World 
Encounter (of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). 


As most readers will probably have guessed, the cover date on the previous 
issue of EPS should have been 1-10 July. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
Instruments of Unity - National Councils of Churches within the One 
Ecumenical Movement, edited by Thomas Best, 15 Swiss francs, 9.95 US 
dollars, 5.95 UK pounds. 


Christ and Prometheus? - A Quest for Theological Identity, by Jan Milic 
Lochman, 12.50 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 4.95 UK pounds. 


Upcoming EPS copy deadlines are at 7h00 GMT as follows: 


Monday 18 July Wednesday 27 July Monday 08 August 
Thursday 11 August Monday 15 August Wednesday 17 August 
Friday 19 August Wednesday 31 August Tuesday 06 September 
Tuesday 13 September and subsequent Mondays from 19 September 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 7 July. The next is scheduled 
for 19 July. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. Annual subscription rates are 69.50 
Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 
New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 
Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


YUGOSLAVIA: ORTHODOX NOTE Ecumenical Press 
PROBLEMS IN CROATIA, KOSOVO Service 88.07.22 


BELGRADE - Representatives of the Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church met with 
government representatives in Croatia (part of Yugoslavia) to discuss what the 
church describes as ‘accumulated problems' in government-—Orthodox relations. 


According to a church report, 'the war wounds have not yet been healed' in 
Croatia, where, during World War II, Serbian Orthodoxy was 'martyred ... by 
the nationalistic and religious Croatian extremists.' It adds that it remains 
difficult to get permission to rebuild church buildings destroyed during the 
war, 'not to mention the usurpations of the real estate of parish communities 
and monasteries which were left to the church after nationalization.' 


During the meeting, the church delegation ‘received assurance on the readiness 
of the authorities to do more in the future in solving these problems.' It is 
proposed that a joint committee be established. 


The church also reports that Serbian Orthodoxy in Kosovo, another part of 
Yugoslavia, is bearing the brunt of ‘chauvinism stirred up from abroad' among 
the ethnic Albanians living there. According to the report, 'many cases of 
cruelty and violence over innocent people and holy objects have been 
recorded.' And, it says, more than 200,000 ethnic Serbians and Montenegrins 

have been 'pressed to move out' during the past 20 years. However, it adds, 
‘the authorities are on the way to undertake more efficacious measures.' 


Another dispute in which the church is currently involved concerns’ the 
800-year-old Studenica monastery, a cultural and religious landmark in 
Yugoslavia. Proposals to build a dam and form an artifical lake on the 
Studenica river in order to supply the region with drinking water have drawn 
church criticism because of fears that the project might change _ the 
environment in a way that would endanger the monastic structure. [EPS] 


MALAWI INVESTIGATES Ecumenical Press 
SHEKINAH MINISTRIES Service 88.07.23 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - Officials in the central African nation of Malawi have 
been investigating Shekinah Ministries, charged with working from Malawi 
territory to aid South Africa-backed rebels widely condemned for anti-civilian 
atrocities in neighbouring Mozambique. 


ZIANA, neighboring Zimbabwe's national news agency, reported Malawi launched 
the investigation, after a trial earlier this year in Maputo (Mozambique) at 
which Australian missionary Ian Grey confessed he repeatedly sneaked into 
Mozambique from Malawi to work with the Mozambique National Resistance (MNR). 


Grey said he was directed by leaders by leaders of US-based Shekinah 
Ministries to relay military messages between MNR commanders and MNR 
representatives in Washington. Grey said he was duped by right-wing activists 
who falsely told him Mozambique's government banned Christianity and burned 
churches. He said reports on Mozambique church life from his father helped 
him realize he had been 'like a zombie, an android' tricked into doing 'the 
most hideous things’. 


Grey could have been sentenced to death for espionage but instead received 
ten-and-a-half years in jail. Mozambique's careful handling of Grey defeated 
efforts to use the case to disrupt Australia's cordial relations with 
Mozambique. Australians at the trial, the first Mozambique military tribunal 
ever opened to foreigners, praised the government. [EPS] 


CHILE: CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN Ecumenical Press 
GOVERNMENT ATTEMPTS TO SWAY VOTE Service 88.07.24 


SANTIAGO -— In an ‘appeal to national public opinion', the Christian Fellowship 
of Churches in Chile (CCI) voices concern about ‘what looks like a systematic 
campaign aimed at influencing Chilean Protestants in the way they vote.' 


Signed by CCI President Jorge Cardenas and five other CCI leaders, the appeal 
gives examples of ‘direct pressures to which Protestant pastors are being 
subjected' in an effort to secure their support for a '‘yes' vote in a 
plebiscite scheduled before next February. A yes-vote would mean the 
candidate of the country's military junta - almost certainly Augusto Pinochet, 
who took power in a military coup in 1973 - would continue in office. 


Under the current rules, a '‘'no' vote would mean Pinochet would remain 
president and commander-in-chief of the armed forces for one more year. In 
the meantime, multi-candidate, free elections would be organized. 


The CCI says the pressure - which includes invitations to meetings to discuss 
‘various benefits' available from the government - is ‘undue, immoral' and 
‘aimed at exploiting the legitimate concerns of a minority legally 
discriminated against, for purposes foreign to the nature of the churches. 


Coupled with those efforts, CCI charges, are ‘repeated endeavors to discredit 
the Protestant churches which have expressed their views on the conditions 
that must be met to ensure the openness and legitimacy of the next elections.' 
Notably, CCI says, this includes the four CCI members which also belong to the 
World Council of Churches (the Evangelical Lutheran, Methodist, Pentecostal, 
and Pentecostal Mission Churches). 


As an example, the CCI recalls recent comments by Pinochet citing the WCC as a 
‘cover organization of the communist party' which ‘ladles out money all 
around. ' It also refers to a newspaper ‘smear campaign' against the CCI 
involving 'false, malicious statements' about some of its members. 


In another statement, the CCI said ‘open, free, and competitive elections’ 
would be preferable to the plebiscite. It also listed several ‘minimum 
conditions' necessary ‘if the results of the plebescite (in spite of its 
limitations) are to be recognized as legitimate by all the citizens.' 


From Geneva, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro sent Pinochet a telex (6 
July). Castro said Pinochet's remarks about the WCC ‘have no basis 
whatsoever, and we reject the allegations categorically.' He said the WCC 
‘and the churches in Chile through their activities over the years have shown 
the real nature and function of this council, whose progammes include 
evangelization, renewal of congregational and liturgical life, as well as 
programmes which respond with faith to situations that affect human life and 
dignity. We will continue firmly to work with the churches in Chile for the 
welfare of all the people of Chile.' [EPS] 


Chile: new RC bishops said to take church rightward EPS 88.07.25 
SANTIAGO - Latinamerica Press reports (7 July) five recently appointed bishops 
in the Roman Catholic Church are ‘expected to tip the current balance inside 
the bishops' conference in favour of a marked conservative tendency.' Also, 
‘political changes in the country may lead church institutions to draw back 
from their central role in human rights work.' Moreover, it reports, Chile's 
estimated 300 Christian base communities (CEBs) foresee a ‘difficult and 
complex period' ahead, according to Sergio Cardenas of the CEBs' coordination 
council. He says the ‘hierarchy values obedience and always has seen us as a 
parallel force, which we aren't.' [EPS] 


BRAZIL: ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSSES ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS Service 88.07.26 


SAO PAULO —- About 30 people from Brazil and other parts of the world met here 
(26 June-2 July) to discuss how the church might respond to the ‘extremely 
grave' environmental problems of Brazil. The country includes about 40 
percent of the world's tropical forests and a third of its living species. 


Participants visited places where environmental destruction is pronounced, met 
with victims of environmental abuse, and heard specialists on environmental 
issues. Industrial pollution of air and water, Brazil's nuclear-power 
industry, and its large international arms sales were discussed and criticized. 


In a statement, participants considered that the country's poor, particularly 
the 35 million children in that category as 'primary victims of this 
environmental destruction and the militaristic policies that accompany it.' 


Participants said ‘the destruction itself results from 500 years of dependence 
on foreign powers, reinforced by government corruption and mismanagement.’ It 
added that because of Brazil's ‘economy based on export and subservient to the 
interests of foreign governments and multinational corporations, both people 
and the land have been, and are being, exploited.' 


Participants urged the church in Brazil and around the world to. share 
educational resources, cooperate with environmental groups, and pressure 
business and government’ leaders to ‘cease their destructive practices.' 


The meeting's theme was 'God, People, and Nature’. It was sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches at the invitation of the National Council of 
Christian Churches in Brazil, which includes Roman Catholic, Christian 
Reformed, [Anglican] Episcopal, Methodist, and Lutheran membership. [EPS] 


"READING THE BIBLE Ecumenical Press 
THROUGH WOMEN'S EYES‘ Service 88.07.27 


GENEVA -— Nearly 50 participants and resource persons attended (20-30 June) an 
ecumenical workshop on ‘reading the Bible through women's eyes' at the 
Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, near here. The 
workshop included Bible study, lectures, group work, and worship. It was 
co-sponsored by the WCC and the Lutheran World Federation. 


In Bible studies, participants took turns leading reflections on how the Bible 
treats such issues as food, health, male-dominated society, violence, racism, 
and the economy. Lectures offered theological and biblical perspectives on 
such issues as health, the global economy, racism, patriarchy, and poverty. A 
panel discussed ‘racism in the Bible - racism challenged by the Bible’. 
Groups raised issues specially related to the regions represented - Africa, 
Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America, Eastern Europe, North America, the 
Pacific, and Western Europe. A book from the workshop is planned for next 
year. [EPS] 


Uganda: Anglican leader dismisses coup allegations EPS 88.07.28 
KAMPALA - Anglican Archbishop Yona Okoth has dismissed as 'malicious, 
baseless, and aimed at creating hatred and divisions in the church', charges 
that he was involved in a mid-1986 plot to overthrow President Yoweri 
Museveni. The charges were made by a witness in a current Ugandan treason 
trial. Okoth said he is seeking legal advice because of the ‘'concocted' 
story. [EPS] 


UN DISARMAMENT SESSION Ecumenical Press 
ENDS WITHOUT AGREEMENT Service 88.07.29 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The month-long UN Third Special Session on 
Disarmament (SSD-III), which began 31 May, ended on a down note. Though they 
kept working all through the final day (25 June), and all night into the next 
morning, government representatives were unable to agree on a common statement. 


Left somewhat in the shadows when the spotlight shifted to Moscow for the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit, the deliberations here gave some observers a feeling 
that the UN had again demonstrated ineffectiveness and irrelevance. 


However, Anwar Barkat, UN representative of the World Council of Churches, 
said in an interview that paradoxically, the outcome demonstrates the UN's 
importance. 


No document emerged at the end of the session, he said, because Third World 
governments insisted on the continuing role of the UN, and rejected efforts to 
weaken the declaration of SSD-I, in 1978. 


Barkat said SSD-III was ‘valuable and fruitful' in two ways: ‘It pinpointed 
precisely those differences on which various aggregations of nations were not 
willing to compromise. And ... it reaffirmed that you could not continue the 
discussion simply on a bilateral level.' So, he concluded, ‘the role of the 
UN was affirmed as indispensable to progress in this field.’ 


Barkat said issues such as multilateralism and verification highlighted by the 
WCC statement to SSD-III [EPS 88.06.104], one of more than 100 given by 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and research institutes, turned out to 
be central to unresolved disputes of government delegations. 


That means, he said, that church bodies and other NGOs will need to do more 
work on those issues with their governments in preparation for SSD-IV, which 
he expects ‘in the not too distant future’. 


Public attention and NGO activity this year were far below levels during 
SSD-II in 1982, but by no means absent. 


As in 1982, a mass rally was held after a march to Central Park, the principal 
public park in the centre of New York City. But last time, crowd estimates 
were 500,000 to a million by sponsors and 250,000 by police; this time, 
sponsors said 200,000 came, while police estimated 60,000. 


An interreligious service in 1982 drew a tightly-packed crowd of 5000 or more 
to the Anglican cathedral here. This time, about a 1000 gathered at Riverside 
Church, affiliated with the American Baptist Churches and United Church of 
Christ. 


Again this session, many NGO representatives and others following the 
deliberations found a place to rendezvous at the Church Center for the UN, a 
Methodist-owned building across the street from UN headquarters. The 
Fellowship of Reconciliation maintained a coffee house at the centre, where 
people could drop by to share ideas with visitors from many countries, enjoy 
refreshments, watch films, and hear speakers on peace and justice themes. 


In a panel discussion at the end, FOR Executive Secretary Douglas Hostetter 
said, ‘If my hope were in governments, I would be very pessimistic right 
now.’ But he and other panelists argued that governments move as they are 
pressed by their people, and church and other NGO people here for SSD-III have 
as a result a better grasp of what will be required for disarmament. [EPS] 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS TAKE PROVISIONAL Ecumenical Press 
STEP TOWARD ORDAINING WOMEN PRIESTS Service 88.07.30 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - The General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England 
(here, 4-6 July) gave general approval to draft legislation which would allow 
the ordination of women to the priesthood. 


However, if the same voting patterns hold when the measure returns for final 
approval in the 1990s, it will not obtain the majorities needed then to become 
law. 


The synod gave general approval by majorities of 57 percent each in the houses 
of bishops and clergy, and 59 percent in the house of laity. It now goes to 
a revision committee elected by the synod, and after further review by the 
bishops, will be referred to the Church of England's 44 dioceses, the 
convocations of Canterbury and York (the synod's houses of bishops and clergy 
separated into two provinces) and the synod's house of laity. 


Only then will it come back to the full synod for a final vote. At that 
stage, approval will need two-thirds majorities in all three houses. 


The voting figures show a significant decline in support since the synod voted 
last year on the issue. Then the bishops were 80 percent in favour, the 
clergy just under 66 percent, and the laity 70 percent. 


This suggests that a considerable proportion of the bishops in particular have 
become convinced that the time is not ripe. The Church of England ordained 
its first women as deacons last year. 


On its first day, the synod debated the report by the English Anglican bishops 
setting out the theological arguments for and against the ordination of women 
as priests [EPS 88.06.59]. Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said 
theological arguments 'now tip the balance in favor', but distinguished 
between being theologically in favour, and thinking such ordinations are now 
opportune. 


Consequently, he argued against the draft legislation because there is not 
sufficient consensus in favour of it. He was also unhappy with its provisions 
allowing dioceses and parishes to bar women priests. He called the proposals 
‘a kind of legislative schism', and asked the synod to ‘consider the cost of 
such advance without greater consensus.' 


Runcie said he could not honestly subscribe to legislation which, he felt, 
would endanger the episcopal and parochial character of the Church of England. 


‘As things stand at present', he added, 'I judge that debate on this 
legislation occupying so much time in our dioceses and parishes with such 
uncertain prospect of success will not serve the cause of women's ordination 
or the spiritual health of the church.' 


On the other hand, Archbishop of York John Habgood argued there would be ‘deep 
hurt and frustration' if the church at large were not able to discuss the 
proposed legislation along with the bishops' report. 


But he suggested that the synod could send the proposed legislation to the 
dioceses for discussion without indicating it was irrevocably committed to it. 


The synod also gave general approval to a measure to provide financial 
compensation for clergy who would feel bound in conscience to leave the Church 
of England's ministry should it begin to ordain women as priests. [EPS] 


BRITISH METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
CRITIQUE GOVERNMENT Service 88.07.31 


LONDON — Government social and economic policies were severely criticized at 
this year's British Methodist Conference (here, 24 June-1l July). 


President Richard Jones was scathingly dismissive of the 'trickle-down' theory 
whereby poor are said to benefit when rich become richer. Describing almost 
all systems as flawed, Jones said the ‘harsh underbelly of capitalism treats 
the poor with a mixture of contempt and patronising charity.' He called 
trickle-down a '‘'scandalous attempt to put a veneer of respectability over 
hurtful social injustice.' David Wilshire, a Methodist who is a Conservative 
member of parliament, later said Jones had fallen into a ‘trendy trap' of 
‘simplistic analysis’. 


The conference overwhelmingly voted '‘outrage' at '‘'divisive' government 
policies which increase the wealth of the rich at the expense of the poor. It 
asked Jones to seek an ecumenical meeting with the government ‘at the highest 
level' to discuss church concerns. It also called for a reversal of recent 
tax cuts so as to increase revenue available for social services. It urged 
Methodists who benefit from tax cuts to use what they gain to support agencies 
‘combating poverty and campaigning for a righteous and just society.' 


Only one speaker of 16 during the debate supported government policies. The 
sister-in-law of a government junior minister, said the government is not 
uncaring, but ‘doing its utmost to get this country back on a sound financial 
footing so that the poor can be helped.' More typical was a self-described 
conservative who said he helped put Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in 
office, but is now ‘appalled'. (She grew up a Methodist, but is now a member 
of the established [Anglican] Church of England.) 


Debating another report, the conference overwhelmingly called for radical 
changes in the social security system, in the funding of the national service, 
and in a law which in 1990 would change the way local government is funded in 
England and Wales. It deplored a government decision to offer loans instead 
of grants to help people buy essential household items such as beds or cookers. 


Nurse Margaret Cook described a feeling that the government is committed to 
private medical care, to creating another have/have-not divide. "Staff 
morale has never, never been lower', she said. ‘A feeling of hopelessness 
and helplessness pervades the [public health] service.' 


On other issues, the conference voted to set up a commission to make 
recommendations in two years concerning personal lifestyle and corporate 
discipline about human sexuality. It rejected a proposal that while the 
commission is at work, sexually-active homosexuals be barred from ordained 
ministry, calling such action unnecessary, premature, and unclear. In a 
closed session, it granted a further year's appointment at Wesley College, 
Bristol, to Anglican Deacon Diarmaid MacCulloch. He was recently denied 
ordination to the priesthood by Bristol Anglican Bishop Barry Rogerson because 
of the deacon's homosexual activities. (In 1982, the conference decided ‘no 
definitive judgment is yet possible' in British Methodism about whether stable 
and lasting homosexual relationships can be commended.) 


The conference adopted a report maintining the historic Methodist position in 
favour of baptising people of any age, and not rebaptising older people who 
were baptised as infants. It okayed a new kind of ordained minister - '‘'local' 
rather than ‘itinerant’ (that is, at least in theory available for appointment 
anywhere). Dropped from the ministry report in light of negative regional 
reaction was a proposed Methodist Order of Mission and Ministry. [EPS] 


Colombia: Methodists plan consultation for possible union EPS 88.07.32 
BOGOTA - Three Methodist factions in Colombia have agreed to a consultation 
later this year which could lead to their unification. Clory Trindade de 
Oliveira, executive secretary for the Evangelical Council of Methodist 
Churches in Latin America (CIEMAL) said the three groups -_ the 
six-congregation Methodist Church in Colombia, the five-congregation Methodist 
Christian Community, and the two-congregation Methodist Church of Colombia - 
have ‘agreed to put on the table all difficulties'. [EPS] 


Australia: new ecumenical links proposed EPS 88.07.33 
SYDNEY -— The general meeting of the Australian Council of Churches has decided 
to set up a working group so that ACC members and non-members can explore 
"appropriate relationships'. The four non-member denominations most likely to 
be involved with the new working group are Roman Catholics, Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Lutherans. The meeting, here late last month, elected 
David Penman, Anglican archbishop of Melbourne, as ACC president. He succeeds 
D'Arcy Wood. Elected ACC general secretary was David Gill, general secretary 
of the Uniting Church in Australia since its formation in 1977. [EPS] 


Malawi: Free Methodists out of Christian council EPS 88.07.34 
LILONGWE —- The Free Methodist Church of Malawi is out of the Christian Council 
of Malawi. The report from the Christian Service Committee of the Churches in 
Malawi did not give a reason. Still in the CCM are a dozen church bodies, 
including Reformed, Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, and Disciples 
groups. [EPS] 


Ghana: parishes of six denominations set up council EPS 88.07.35 

ASUOKAW - Parishes in this area of six denominations - Presbyterian, 
Methodist, AME Zion, Twelve Apostles, Musama Disco, and Africa Faith 
Tabernacle - have set up a council to help them work more closely together. 


The council was inaugurated by General Secretary A.K. Zormelo of the Christian 
Council of Ghana. [EPS] 


Ghana: Presbyterians consider cannery, Netherlands missionary EPS 88.07.36 
ACCRA - With support from the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Presbyterian 
Church of Ghana is to study the possibility of opening a cannery to process 
fish and perishable crops as a way to give employment to rural people and 
increase the country's exports. PCG Moderator D.A. Koranteng also reported 
that the denomination is considering sending a female minister to Amsterdam to 
counsel African prostitutes there. [EPS] 


WCC general secretary sends message on Haiti EPS 88.07.37 
GENEVA - In a message (21 June) to the Protestant Federation of Haiti, World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro said the WCC is 'following 
with attention and emotion the events affecting your country. We share the 
suffering of families in mourning. We are praying for the churches, their 
witness, and their service.' [EPS] 


Ethiopia: government to pay for seized church station EPS 88.07.38 
ADDIS ABABA - The Ethiopian government and the Lutheran World Federation have 
signed an agreement to give the LWF 1.26 million Ethiopian birr as 
compensation for the LWF-run Radio Voice of the Gospel (RVOG) which the 
government took over in 1977. The LWF had asked 8 million US dollars, based 
on the cost of reconstructing the station elsewhere. The US-dollar equivalent 
of the agreed amount is 600,000. Under the agreement, the money is to be paid 
in Ethiopian currency and is to be spent in Ethiopia 'for the well-being of 
the people of Ethiopia in agreement with the [two] LWF member churches in 
Ethiopia’, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus and the Evangelical 
Church of Eritrea. RVOG began broadcasting in 1963. Its programme schedule 
included education, evangelism, and information. [EPS] 


LWF okays assembly theme, mission statement, new member EPS 88.07.39 
ADDIS ABABA - Meeting here (17 June —- 1 July), the Executive Committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation approved ‘I Have Heard the Cry of My People ... ' as 
the theme for the LWF Eighth Assembly, in early 1990 in Curitiba (Brazil). 
Four sub-themes are expressed as conclusions to the theme phrase: '... for 
Life in Communion, Salvation, Peace with Justice and a Liberated Creation'. 
Also, the committee okayed a 3l-page statement as a ‘contribution to mission 
theology on the ecumenical scene', and accepted as the 105th LWF member the 
eight-congregation United Lutheran Synod of Great Britain. [EPS] 


Japan: Anglicans delete emperor prayer EPS 88.07.40 
TOKYO - The General Synod of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai (Holy [Anglican] Catholic 
Church in Japan) has deleted the prayer for the emperor from the NSKK prayer 
book. It also gave first approval to a proposed alternative service book. 
The symbolic role of the emperor has become a matter of some debate in Japan, 
with some Christians and others objecting that he is being used in an effort 
to strengthen the roles of the military and state Shinto in Japan. [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterians end unity talks; soften anti-pope stand EPS 88.07.41 
BELFAST — By a vote of 66 to 62, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland decided that after five years of talks with the [Anglican] 
Church of Ireland and the Methodist Church in Ireland, ‘there are no prospects 
for an early visible unity of the three.' It said no church union plan is 
ready for presentation, 'nor does it believe that the churches would be ready 
to receive' one. In another ecumenical development, the assembly said passages 
in the Bible referring to the anti-Christ are not necessarily to be understood 
as referring to the pope in particular. A draft of a handbook outlining 
areas of agreement and disagreement between Irish Presbyterians and Roman 
Catholics is to return to next year's assembly after a year of study. [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterians offer advice on S. Africa, N. Ireland EPS 88.07.42 
BELFAST -— Last month's General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
rejected a call for sanctions against South Africa. Rather, it called on the 
governments of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland to ‘use their 
influence to persuade the South African government to hasten the dismantling 
of apartheid, and offer economic support to the government to enable the black 
community to become participants and shareholders in the country's wealth and 
financial activities.’ In a resolution on Northern Ireland, the assembly 
praised the work of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and Ulster Defence Regiment, 
‘in particular ... those Roman Catholic members who serve the regiment with 
distinction.' It rejected ‘any form of action that discriminates against any 
section of society, Protestant or Roman Catholic', denounced ‘violence and 
intimidation used by para-military groups presently engaged in exploitation 
and racketeering on building sites and in business and _ industrial 
establishments', and urged ‘radical and extensive' review of the Anglo Irish 
Agreement ‘so as to enable and encourage participation of the majority 
community.' The agreement gives the Irish Republic some say in Northern 
Ireland affairs. It has been widely condemned by leaders of those in favour 
of Northern Ireland remaining part of the United Kingdom. [EPS] 


Kenya: church and government leaders support German evangelist EPS 88.07.43 
NAIROBI - A week-long crusade here last month by Federal (West) German 
evangelist Reinhard Bonnke was attended by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi 
and other top government officials, and was broadcast live for two afternoons 
on the government-run Voice of Kenya radio and tv. Moi also held talks at his 
residence with Bonnke. As many as 200,000 people were said to have attended 
on some days. The crusade was coordinated by the Life Ministry of the Campus 
Crusade for Christ; it was jointly sponsored by Presbyterian Moderator George 
Wanjau, Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria, Africa Inland Bishop Edekiel 
Birech, and Redeemed Gospel Bishop Arthur Kitonga. [EPS] 


South Africa: Methodist president urges big-name mediators EPS 88.07.44 
DURBAN -— In a telephone interview last month with Religious News Service, 
President-elect Stanley Mogoba of the Methodist Church of Southern Africa 
reiterated his call for a ‘collective mediatorship' panel - including Zambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda, Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe, Botswana President 
Quett Masire, and representatives of the superpowers - to help overcome the 
conflict in South Africa. He said that in a speech in Harare last March, 'I 
did not give a simplistic denunciation of sanctions.' Rather, he said, 'I 
denounced the rhetoric and slogans' that accompany sanctions. He also added 
that in his view negotiations are 'more important than sanctions, or even the 
military strife and violence. Whether we go to war or sanctions, we must 
negotiate. ... Why prolong the agony.' Some have interpreted his sentiments 
as being opposed to sanctions. RNS said the current MCSA president, Khoza 
Mgojo, declined to comment on Mogoba's views. [EPS] 


Zambia: church-run clinics, hospitals said below standard EPS 88.07.45 
LUSAKA - General Secretary Roy Saviye of the Churches Medical Association of 
Zambia says the 79 CMAZ-related clinics and hospitals in Zambia are below 
Standard because foreign donors are '‘'drying up' and government grants are 
insufficient. Saviye says the donors are withdrawing support because 'they 
Say we ought to stand on our own two feet as an organization in an independent 
state.' Nonetheless, he said, three or four more health centres are to be 
opened next year. [EPS] 


USSR: Baptist president critiques past state, church actions EPS 88.07.46 
MOSCOW - In an interview in Moscow News newspaper, President Vasili Logvinenko 
of the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists says the division 
among Soviet Baptists in the early 1960s 'was largely attributed to stagnation 
in the life of our entire society.' He adds that in those years ‘legality was 
often violated.' In the same interview, he says the AUCECB leadership of the 
time was also at fault: ‘When local authorities acted arbitrarily, community 
heads were not always up to the mark defending the rights of religious 
people.' Looking to the future, Logvinenko says the Gorbachev policy of 
perestroika could change the minds of those who still think it is unacceptable 
for church groups to register with the state, as Soviet law requires. He also 
Says the state has given permission to open a full-scale AUCECB seminary. 
[EPS] 


USSR: Latvian pastor in 'renewal' movement interviewed in paper EPS 88.07.47 
LIEPAJA — The Latvian newspaper Padomju Jaunatne (Soviet Youth) has published 
an interview with Juris Rubenis, Lutheran parish pastor here, as part of its 
issue devoted to this port town. Though the interview does not mention it, 
Rubenis is a member of the unofficial Rebirth and Renewal movement, whose 
members the paper last year described as 'pharisees without masks'. In the 
interview, Rubenis urges the abandonment of the ‘old stereotyped relationship’ 
between church and state. Citing Poland and Hungary as East-bloc countries 
where ‘reasonable cooperation' exists between church and state, Rubenis 
suggests that if young people are interested in religious questions ‘it should 
not be seen as a revolt against the interests of society.' [EPS] 


USSR: relics returned to Orthodox EPS 88.07.48 
MOSCOW - The Soviet news agency Tass reports that relics and other church 
items have been returned to the Russian Orthodox Church from state museums in 
the Kremlin. Among the relics returned are those of the apostle Andrew, 
George the dragon slayer (patron saint of Moscow), and John the Baptist. Also 
included is material venerated as part of the cross on which Jesus was 
crucified, the robes of Jesus' mother and the evangelists Mark and Matthew, 
and the stone used to seal Jesus' tomb. The handing over of the relics was 
shown on Soviet tv. [EPS] 


USA: effort to place chaplains with auto workers EPS 88.07.49 
FLINT (Michigan) - Baptist Press news agency reports that the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board is steering a unified, grassroots effort to place chaplains 
in the 1200 locals of the United Auto Workers union. Board missionary Lowell 
Lawson became the union's first approved chaplain during a six-month pilot 
program here two years ago. Proposals for support for the chaplaincy - called 
a ‘family assistance program' - were included by the union during contract 
bargaining last year, though they were dropped before the final agreement was 
signed. They are scheduled to be on the union's bargaining agenda again in 
1990. [EPS] 


FRG: church reps and McDonalds at odds EPS 88.07.50 
BERLIN (West) -— In the wake of church support in the FRG (West Germany) for a 
campaign against fast-food hamburger restaurants, the franchisers of 160 of 
the 262 McDonald's restaurants here and in the FRG are asking employees to 
withhold church contributions. Opponents of the fast-food restaurants say 
Third World nations are raising beef cattle for export to help get foreign 
exchange to meet their debt obligations. This contributes, they say, to the 
destruction of valuable forest land, and the underfeeding of populations in 
these countries. The Evangelical [United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in 
Germany has donated the equivalent of about 15,000 US dollars to an 
anti-fast-food effort - Fast Food Information Offices: Voice of the People. 
McDonalds is the main fast-food chain in the FRG. [EPS] 


USA: Anglicans debate sexuality study; supplement issued EPS 88.07.51 
DETROIT - In the weeks leading up to the once-in-three-years General 
Convention of the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church (here, 2-11 July), 
there has been notable controversy over a parish study course aimed at young 
people, ‘Sexuality: A Divine Gift'. Much of the opposition centres on 
resource materials the study lists. These include what some charge is a 
pornographic book, and videos showing sexual acts, both heterosexual and 
homosexual. Fort Worth Bishop Clarence Pope called the guide ‘appalling’. 
South Carolina Bishop FitzSimons Allison called it a ‘deliberate attempt to 
change the church's’ teachings.’ Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee 
Browning says it is not being reprinted in its current form. A follow up, 
"Continuing the Dialogue', has been put out to ‘broaden the balance of the 
dialogue.' And: the Episcopal Executive Council regretted ‘confusion and 
distress' caused by the first publication. It said 'no change has been made 
in the official policies of the Episcopal Church regarding sexuality.' [EPS] 


Brethren debate mission, ethnics, covert war, disobedience EPS 88.07.52 
ST LOUIS - During its Annual Conference (here, 28 June-2 July), the Church of 
the Brethren had before it such issues as mission philosophy, the place of 
ethnic-minority members in the denomination, corporate civil disobedience by 
the denomination in connection with US immigration laws, and a call to 
renounce covert war. The Church of the Brethren, headquartered in Elgin 
(Illinois/USA) traces its history back to an 18th-century movement in central 
Germany. Mennonites, Quakers, and Brethren are ‘historic peace churches', 
conscientiously opposed to war. 


Angola: ecumenical assembly meets EPS 88.07.53 
LUANDA - The 10th General Assembly of the Angolan Council of Evangelical 
Churches (CAIE) met at the Kimbanguist Centre here. With the theme 'Saved to 
Serve', the assembly marked the formal transition between José Chipenda (now 
general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches in Nairobi) and his 
successor as CAIE general secretary, Augusto Chipesse. Besides’ the 
Kimbanguists and other Independent denominations, CAIE includes Baptist, 
Reformed, Methodist, and Pentecostal membership. [EPS] 


Quakers in world emergency appeal on Palestinian schools EPS 88.07.54 
LONDON - The Friends World Committee for Consultation has issued an emergency 
appeal for funds on behalf of two Quaker schools in Ramallah, in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank. Because of the months of clashes in the area, the FWCC 
reports, the schools' financial situations are 'desperate'. Together they 
have about 900 pupils. [EPS] 


Zambia: church leaders object to condom distribution EPS 88.07.55 
LUSAKA —- A priest speaking for the Roman Catholic Church in Zambia said it is 
"unquestionably' opposed to a government plan to distribute three million 
condoms to prostitutes, in an effort to stop the spread of the Aids virus. 
Peter Lwaminda said condom distribution fosters immorality. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: RC bishops urge ‘'irreversible' peace, democracy EPS 88.07.56 
MANAGUA - A pastoral letter from Nicaragua's 11 Roman Catholic bishops (29 
June) urges the government, opposition, and anti-government contra forces to 
seek peace and democracy for the country in a way which is ‘irreversible’. 
The letter also includes severe criticism of the government. [EPS] 


Canada: Arctic bishop condemns ‘animal-rights activists’ EPS 88.07.57 
TORONTO — John Sperry, Anglican bishop for Arctic Canada, says animal-rights 
activists are contributing to '‘genocide' among Native Canadians. He says 
50,000 Indian and Inuit (Eskimo) trappers would face ‘economic extermination' 
if the European Community accepts animal-activist proposals that the sale of 
their furs be restricted in Europe. For the Native trappers, he said, 'there 
is no other job'. [EPS] 


Zambia: no bishop found because ‘everybody wants to be leader" EPS 88.07.58 
NDOLA - In an interview with the Sunday Times newspaper, Clement Willard 
Hlanya, the Anglican bishop for central Zambia, says the Anglican Diocese of 
Northern Zambia has been having trouble finding a bishop because ‘everybody 
wants to be a leader'. Speaking earlier this year after seven inconclusive 
ballots (with no candidate receiving the required two-thirds majority), Hlanya 
spoke of a 'power struggle and personality clashes. It is so political.' As 
a result, 'We have decided to give the issue more time so that we could pray 
and let the Holy Spirit guide us.' [EPS] 


Another Indonesian Lutheran denomination ordains first women EPS 88.07.59 
PEMATANGSIANTAR (North Sumatra, Indonesia) - The Simalungun Protestant 
Christian [Lutheran] Church (GKPS) has ordained its first two women as 
pastors. Such ordinations have been allowed for two decades. Three of the 
four large Lutheran denominations in Indonesia now have ordained women. [EPS] 


Centenary of Hendrik Kraemer's birth marked EPS 88.07.60 
OEGSTGEEST (Netherlands) - The 100th anniversary of the birth of Dutch 
missionary and missiologist Hendrik Kraemer was marked at an international 
Symposium here on world cultures and religions last month. The meeting was 
organized by the GKN and NHK, the country's two principal Reformed 
denominations. [EPS] 


Canada: Centre for Ecumenism gets ecumenical sponsorship EPS 88.07.61 
SASKATOON (Saskatchewan) - Four years after opening under the auspices of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, the Center for Ecumenism here now has 
ecumenical support from the Anglican Diocese of Saskatoon, the Lutheran Synod 
of Saskatchewan, the Ukrainian [Eastern Roman] Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon, 
and the United Presbytery of Saskatoon. Following a ‘celebration of promise' 
earlier this year in a local Lutheran church, leaders of the _ sponsoring 
jurisdictions signed a new constitution for the centre. One of the centre's 
first programs after its new ecumenical support was a clergy day here and in 
Regina to discuss and further Canadian ecumenical dialogues. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Reaction to Shooting Down of Iranian Plane’ EPS 88.07.62 


This statement was issued (4 July) by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches. 


The World Council of Churches expresses its profound grief and consternation 
about the tragic loss of lives caused by the shooting down of an Iranian 
passenger aircraft by a US navy ship. The council extends its sincere 
condolence and sympathy to the families of the victims. 


This horrible incident raises questions not only about the rules of engagement 
of foreign navy in the Gulf but also about the arrangements necessary for safe 
passage in international waters during times of war. More than these, it 
poignantly reminds the world about the continuing tragedy of the Iran-Iraq war 
and the urgent need for concerted efforts to bring it to an end. esa Lane 
WCC] remembers in prayers at this time all those affected by the war. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Taiwan Presbyterians on Demonstration by Farmers’ EPS 88.07.63 


This statement from the Moderator C.S. Yang and General Secretary C.M. Kao of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan was released 31 May. 


The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan expresses its deep respect for all farming 
people, because it is their contribution which makes life, industrial 
development, and social prosperity possible in Taiwan today. 


On 20 May 1988, farmers from Central and Southern Taiwan brought a petition 
and held a demonstration in Taipei to demand their proper rights and benefits. 
Unfortunately, at the beginning, the police encircled and blocked the crowd; 
then, owing to the lack of a channel for reasonable communication between 
police and people at the scene, the people's anger was aroused. A sharp 
conflict ensued, resulting in injuries to both people and police. 


When, later, the military police were brought in to break up the crowd, they 
adopted aggressive tactics, beating and arresting people indiscriminately. ... 
Later it was learned that many detained were tortured and false confessions 
were extorted. Our church is very distressed about this and expresses its 
grievous concern. 


Our church has a responsibility for the mission of reconciliation entrusted to 
us by Jesus Christ, so now we solemnly appeal to the courts to be just in 
dealing with this ... incident. Let those who are innocent victims be 
released immediately, and let those who really used violence, whether common 
people, police, or military police, be punished by the law. Furthermore, let 
no other people be drawn in by the authorities' taking advantage of this 
occasion to weave a net of lies around them. ... We are convinced that 
democracy and freedom are human rights bestowed by God for us to enjoy. ... 


We adamantly oppose any call to re-impose martial law. Arbitrarily 
re-imposing martial law would be like taking an overdose of narcotics. Be 
would kill our nation's vitality and cut off our country's future. 


Over the last 40 years a large part of the rights and benefits of farming 
people have been neglected and even wrongfully taken away. We earnestly 
appeal to the authorities for a thorough review of agricultural policy and the 
making of concrete plans to promote farmers' rights and interests so that all 
Taiwan's people, from every social class, may share in the fruits of economic 
development and have an equal share of a prosperous social life. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/28) 


For administrative requests during July and August, use the usual EPS 
address and numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way, but the 
following addresses and numbers for the editor could save a day or weekend: 


till 6 : August; Lambeth Conference, Communications Department, 
Electronics Building, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 /7NZ, 
England/UK. Phone: 44-227/762610. Fax: 44-227/762 603. 


8-20 August: ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress—Centrum Stadtpark, Theodor- 
Heuss Platz 1-3, D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Hannover (FRG) 10-20 August. EPS 
coverage is planned for issues to be mailed 12, 16, 18, and 23 August. 
Journalists are welcome to cover the meeting in person. Details about 
accreditation are available from Thérése Pache, WCC/Communication, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Copies of two ecumenical appeals - each for 100,000 US dollars - are available 
from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. One is in response to 
torrential rains in Rwanda, the other to floods in Kenya. 


New York-based Religious News Service has been chosen as one of 15 placement 
sites in the fellowship program of the Congress of National Black Churches 
funded by the Ford Foundation. 


The WCC magazine One World received one of the five General Excellence 
Awards of the US-based Associated Church Press organization. It won in the 
category for publications with circulations under 10,000. Other categories 
and winners were newspapers Catholic Sun, Phoenix (Arizona); denominational 
Magazines, American Baptist; non-denominational magazines, International 
Christian Digest; special-interest magazines, World Encounter (of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


Ireland - Christianity Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd 
(#37 in the Risk book series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK 
pounds. 


EPS copy deadlines in August (7h00 GMT) are Monday the 8th, Thursday the 
llth, Monday the 15th, Wednesday the 17th, Friday the 19th, and Wednesday the 
31st. Then: Tuesdays 6 and 13 September, and subsequent Mondays until further 
notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 21 July. The next is scheduled 
for 28 July. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 
85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, 49.50 
Canadian dollars. 


WORLD'S ANGLICAN BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
OPEN ONCE-—A-DECADE MEETING Service 88.07.64 


CANTERBURY - They came on trains and planes, in coaches and cars. Most wore 
purple episcopal shirts. Most came with their wives. At least one came 
with his very young child. 


Thus about 500 Anglican bishops arrived at the historic seat of English 
Christianity for their once-a-decade meeting - the 12th Lambeth Conference. 


The bishops spent most of their three weeks together (16 July-7 August) on the 
campus of the University of Kent, on a hill with a stunning view of the 
mediaeval cathedral which is \the mother church of world Anglicanism. The 
university's sports hall was transformed into a combination chapel and plenary 
hall for the duration. 


During his welcoming remarks, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the 
"focus of unity' in the Anglican communion, gave evidence that Anglicanism has 
in some ways transcended its origins in the 16th-century English Reformation. 


Runcie offered brief greetings in French, Spanish, Japanese, and Swahili, 
joking that ‘while you've been sweating at airports, sitting on your luggage 
at railway stations, I've been aspiring at my pronunciation.’ 


Next morning, the bishops and others filled the cathedral for the opening sung 
eucharist, which lasted more than two hours. Runcie presided, flanked by the 
Anglican primates (chief bishops) of Japan and Kenya. 


The other 24 primates stood with them, representing Australia; Brazil; 
Burma; Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire; Canada; Central Africa; East Asia; 
Indian Ocean; Ireland; Jerusalem and the Middle East; Melanesia; New 
Zealand; Nigeria; Papua New Guinea; Scotland; Southern Africa; Southern 
Cone of America; Sudan; Tanzania; Uganda; USA; Wales; West Africa; and 
West Indies. 


In his sermon, Runcie gave thanks that Anglicans form 'not an empire, nor a 
federation, nor a jurisdiction, nor yet the whole church, but a communion.' 
He also noted its growth in particular in Africa - '175 African bishops here 
this time, hardly a black face 50 years ago.' 


One of the conference's main issues - authority in the communion - was 
introduced already on the opening night by Robin Eames, Anglican archbishop of 
Armagh (Ireland). Speaking in connection with a paper on ‘Instruments of 
Communion and Decision-Making: the Development of the Consultative Process in 
the Anglican Communion', Eames said the issue in a nutshell is what holds 
Anglicanism together. 


Conference resolutions and recommendations are not binding on any of the 
autonomous denominations which make up the communion. One major difference 
among them now has to do with the ordination of women — which some accept and 
some reject. 


The ordination issue is on the Lambeth agenda. Two of the conference 
consultants are ordained women. From the first day, female priests and their 
supporters from several countries were at the conference to informally present 
their case. Some bishops wore buttons indicating their support. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL OBSERVERS AT Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICAN WORLD MEETING Service 88.07.65 


CANTERBURY - Though still overwhelmingly Anglican, this year's 12th Lambeth 
Conference [EPS 88.07.64] had an ecumenical flavour. 


Besides the approximately 500 Anglican bishops from around the _ world, 
conference participants included a score of bishops from the _ four 
denominations on the Indian sub-continent in which Anglicans united with other 
traditions - the Churches of South India, North India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh. 


Also attending were bishops from ‘churches in communion' with all or most of 
Anglicanism - Philippine Independent, Mar Thoma (India), and various Old 
Catholic jurisdictions. Also present was K. H. Ting, ordained as an Anglican 
bishop, but now president of the post-denominational China Christian Council. 


Nearly a dozen Christian world communions were present in the person of more 
than a score of ecumenical observers - Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, Baptist, Disciples, Assyrian 
Church of the East, and Seventh-day Adventist. 


The keynote address by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the ‘focus of 
unity' in world Anglicanism, reflected on the ‘nature of the unity we seek’. 
The four ‘ecumenical responses' included one from General Secretary Emilio 
Castro of the World Council of Churches. (Castro left the conference after 
receiving word of a family emergency in Uruguay. His address was delivered 
by John Pobee, assistant director of the WCC Programme on the Theology of 
Education and a Lambeth consultant.) 


Runcie affirmed a continuing need for a global Anglican Communion, but said 
the time has come for ‘radical choices, or growth will imperceptibly turn to 
decay. ... Do we want the Anglican Communion?" he asked. ‘And if we do, what 
are we going to do about it?' 


He also referred to ‘real and serious threats to our unity and communion’, 
including ‘whatever we ultimately decide to do' about the ordination of women 
as priests and bishops - an issue on which Anglicanism is sharply divided. 
Still, he reflected, ‘we are not here to avoid conflict, but to redeem it. 
At the heart of our faith is a cross, and not, as in some religions, an 
eternal calm.' 


Though all four sections in which the bishops did their work had ecumenical 
implications, one was devoted specifically to ‘ecumenical relations' including 
Anglican dialogues with Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, 
Lutherans, and Reformed, plus Anglican responses to the international, 
ecumenical text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


Also discussed were relationships with traditions with which Anglicans have no 
official international dialogue (notably Methodism, which emerged from 
Anglicanism at the end of the 18th century), Anglican relations with 'new 
churches' and 'new religious movements', full communion, ‘reconciliation of 
ministries', authority, 'unity by stages', and ‘ecumenical education'. [EPS] 


Kairos Document now in Swahili EPS 88.07.66 
GENEVA - The Kairos Document, a theological manifesto in opposition to 
apartheid in South Africa, is now available in Swahili. It was published in 
English in 1985 by the Institute of Contextual Theology in South Africa. 
Copies of the Swahili version are available from the Africa desk of the 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. [EPS] 


REFORMED SYNOD RENAMED; KEEPS Ecumenical Press 
DUTCH MEMBER, BUT LOSES OTHERS Service 88.07.67 


HARARE - At its once-in-four-years meeting (here, last month), the Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod renamed itself the Reformed Ecumenical Council, voted to hold 
a special consultation on race relations in South Africa, and rejected demands 
from some REC members that the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN) be 
told to change its position on homosexuality or resign from the council. 


Instead, accepting a minority report from an advisory committee on the GKN 
dispute, the REC voted, 34-22, to set up a committee to encourage serious 
discussion with the GKN on questions of biblical interpretation and ethics. 


In the wake of that vote, delegates from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of 
the USA said the OPC was immediately terminating its REC membership. Delegates 
from the Reformed Churches in South Africa and the Christian Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands announced those denominations were suspending membership 
until they made a final decision. A delegate from the Reformed Church in New 
Zealand indicated his body might also withdraw. 


The bone of contention over continued GKN membership is a 1979 GKN report 
which offered the pastoral advice that homosexuals who demonstrate a faithful, 
loving relationship with one partner should be accepted as church members and 
allowed to hold church office. That document was modified and issued as a 
report of the GKN theology commission in 1981. 


In 1980 and 1984, the REC condemned the GKN advice on grounds that ‘all 
homosexual practice is sin.' The GKN was asked to withdraw it. But the GKN 
said the REC had not given it due process, because there had been no REC study 
of the scripture passages and ethical questions involved. 


In what was described as a 'startling and unexpected development' black and 
white REC members in South Africa agreed to a consultation to try to resolve 
disagreements over the country's system of apartheid (white supremacy). 


The meeting is to take place in South Africa 18-22 October, with delegates 
from all the denominations in the Dutch Reformed Federal Council. It groups 
denominations in South Africa and other countries in the region. The five REC 
officers — from the United States, the Netherlands, Australia, Indonesia, and 
Namibia - are to chair the consultation. A similar meeting is also to be 
arranged for another, smaller family of South African Reformed denominations 
(GKSA), also divided along racial lines. 


A 19-person advisory committee on apartheid issues had brought three different 
reports to the plenary meeting, reflecting deep divisions. In the end, the 
council took no position on any of those reports. 


Formed in 1946, the REC has about 30 members in about 20 countries. Most of 
them do not belong to such world organizations as the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches or the World Council of Churches. The REC has recommended 
against joining the WCC, but has been ambivalent about whether WCC membership 
- held by four REC members - is incompatible with their REC membership. 


Debating the issue again here, the council reiterated its advice not to join 
the WCC, but decided WCC and REC memberships are not incompatible per se. 
However, it urged the four dual members to 'give clear evidence that they are 
authentically Reformed both in faith and practice.' 


In other action, the council put off a vote on proposed guidelines on family 
and marriage, and okayed an REC study of 'the challenge of secularism’. [EPS] 


WORLD LUTHERAN COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS SEVERAL ISSUES Service 88.07.68 


ADDIS ABABA —- At its annual meeting, here last month, the Executive Committee 
of the Lutheran World Federation dealt with four major global issues. 


It committed the LWF to a study within its 105 members of both root causes and 
human consequences of the global debt crisis. This would lead to a paper 
for the LWF Eighth Assembly, in early 1990 in Brazil, to address the 
‘theological, social, economic, and political questions involved, and set 
forth proposals for action on the part of the churches.' 


The committee heard about steps taken towards a ‘positive solution’ of the 
case of two small, white Lutheran bodies in southern Africa which were 
suspended from active LWF membership in 1984 on grounds they were not moving 
towards full unity with the larger, predominantly black LWF members in the 
region. More efforts at visitation and discussion are to be attempted before 
possible further recommendations are made. 


The committee approved a visitation by some of its members to the Middle 
East next February, in the wake of an LWF statement last year on 
Palestinian-Israeli issues. A report on the current conflict there says 
‘alternatives to peace are disastrous for Jews and Arabs alike.' The 
committee endorsed recent staff action on the issues, which has drawn 
criticism from some Jewish and Israeli representatives. [EPS 88.02.21]. 


The group said the appropriate response of the church to Aids, or any other 
disease, is ‘not condemnation, but compassion, medical and pastoral care'. It 
added that such a pastoral response requires that the problem be dealt with 
‘in all its aspects’. 


The committee decided to set up an extra-budgetary peace-making fund of 80,000 
US dollars a year. The fund's first projects are to be in support of peace 
initiatives in Central America and the Middle East. 


The committee considered an extensive proposal to re-structure the LWF. The 
plans are to go to all LWF members for review before the end of the year, with 
final actions anticipated at the 1990 assembly. Among proposed changes: an 
80-—person council would replace the current executive committee and department 
commissions which govern the LWF between its assemblies; a five-region 
emphasis would come into play; the numbers of Geneva staff would be cut about 
25 percent by 1992 -— from 123 to 95 or fewer. 


In another proposal affecting structure, the committee approved continued 
study of a proposed ‘ecumenical news agency’. If other agencies take similar 
actions, it could involve the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical 
partners. 


Also on the committee's agenda were reports on the international Lutheran 
dialogues with representatives of other Christian communions. And 
participants met extensively with Ethiopian Lutheran church people in various 
parts of the country. 


In addition, there were what the LWF describes as ‘significant conversations' 
involving LWF and Ethiopian Lutheran leaders and Ethiopian government 
officials. The talks included ‘significant questions surrounding the total 
life of churches within the Ethiopian society.' Besides an agreement by which 
the government is to pay compensation for the LWF's Radio Voice of the Gospel 
[EPS 88.07.38], which it seized in 1977, the government agreed to return RVOG 
archives to the LWF. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: GOVERNMENT BANS Ecumenical Press 
SOME MANDELA BIRTHDAY EVENTS Service 88.07.69 


JOHANNESBURG - The South African government banned several activities planned 
to mark the 70th birthday (18 July) of jailed black South African leader 
Nelson Mandela. 


In one response to the government action, the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops in southern Africa said it 'must be condemned in the strongest 
possible terms, and must be seen as the continuation of the erosion of human 
rights in our country. ... On the occasion of this birthday, instead of 
repressing further what few rights we have left in this country, the 
authorities would do better to join all South Africans in profound reflection 
of the injustices in our society, and on the immense suffering they cause.' 


The South African Council of Churches issued several protests in the days 
leading up to the birthday, in response to various government raids and 
detentions, generally thought to be designed to disrupt events planned to mark 
oe. 


In one case, the council urged the government to 'reconsider its attack 
against the Church of God and its ministry in this trouble-torn country.’ In 
another, it called it ‘incredible that the government and the police are 
willing to go to these lengths to prevent the community from celebrating the 
7Oth birthday of a man they have kept in prison for the past 25 years' - a 
reference to black activist Nelson Mandela, whose birthday is 18 July. 


The council statement added a condemnation of the ‘harassment of the church 
and its servants which the government seems to resort to at the slightest 
provocation which is often the figment of the imagination of those who define 
state security and what constitutes a threat thereto. 


From overseas, there were many church greetings for the Mandela birthday. 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro sent ‘warm 
greetings' and ‘sincere tributes for his dedication to the cause of liberation 
of South Africa. 


‘Though behind the bars, he continues to rally the people of South Africa in 
their struggle for justice, and inspires all those who strive for freedom and 
human dignity everywhere. 


"His continued imprisonment is only proof of the policy of repression of the 
South African government, and its intransigence to deal with the just demands 
of the black people. The occasion of Nelson Mandela's 70th birthday has thus 
become one of firm resolution of those inside and outside to dismantle 
apartheid. 


"The WCC remembers in its prayers today all the political prisoners and their 
families in South Africa.’ 


Another message came from Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, on behalf of 
the world's Anglican bishops, meeting in Canterbury for the 12th Lambeth 
Conference [EPS 88.07.64]. The bishops 'send birthday greetings on a day 
when we remember you and your family in our prayers', Runcie wrote. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES COUNCIL DENIES CHARGES; Ecumenical Press 
NOEL VILLALBA DETAINED, RELEASED Service 88.07.70 


MANILA - General Secretary Feliciano Clarifo of the National Council of 
Churches in the Philippines has denied charges that the NCCP is a conduit for 
funds from overseas for the Communist Party of the Philippines and the 
anti-government New People's Army. 


The charges against the council came from military sources. They said they 
were based on information from Noel Villalba, coordinator of the Asian 
Committee for People's Organizations. 


ACPO is sponsored jointly by the Federation of Asian [Roman Catholic] Bishops 
Conferences and the Christian Conference of Asia. 


Villalba was released on bail 15 July. The military said he was detained 2 
July. In a handwritten ‘declaration to fast', Villalba said he was detained 
27 June, and was ‘tortured through "water cure"' for seven hours and ‘forced 
to falsely incriminate myself and others'. 


Carino called the charges against the council a 'brazen, blatant lie, aimed at 
embarrassing if not at destroying’ it. ‘We will not live at the expense of 
truth', he said. ‘We put on the line our integrity against those who have 
falsely accused us. ... 


‘We wonder ... why the military is maligning us through the press. ... What 
are they after? ... Why has the military gone so far as to malign us by 
wringing a 'confession' from a tortured prisoner and using such '‘'confession' 
against us?' he asked. 


Villalba, a member of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, said his 
fast continues because under the terms of his bail, he is ‘technically still a 
detainee on temporary freedom'. 


Among those who called for Villalba's release was Ninan Koshy, international 
affairs director for the World Council of Churches. In a message (14 July) 
to Philippine President Corazon Aquino, Koshy said the WCC was ‘greatly 
concerned' about Villalba's arrest, and ‘we ... strongly protest against' his 
reported torture. ‘We ... believe', he added, ‘that the reported charges 
against him have no basis.' 


In another charge, Alexander Aguirre, chief of the constabulary in Metro 
Manila, said two groups for domestic workers from the Philippines in Hong Kong 
use the Anglican diocese there as a cover to politicize the maids and to fund 
groups fighting the government of the Philippines. 


Hong Kong church representatives denied the accusations. The 10-member board 
of the ecumenical Mission for Filipino Migrant Workers, one of the groups 
accused, said ‘allegations that the mission is a flagship of the communists in 
Hong Kong do much to destroy the hard-earned good name of the MFMW in the 
community.' [EPS] 


Australia: church groups protest casino complex in capital EPS 88.07.71 
CANBERRA —- Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Uniting church leaders here in the 
Australian capital are strongly opposing a government plan to build a 
400-million-Australian-dollar complex in the city centre, with a casino as its 
focus. The city does not have a local government, and the federal government 
has said it will go ahead despite the church and other protests. [EPS] 


CHURCH LEADERS FROM SUDAN Ecumenical Press 
REVIEW FAMINE, WAR, DROUGHT Service 88.07.72 


GENEVA - Church leaders from Sudan reviewed the situation in their country —- 
where famine, drought, and civil war have seriously affected millions of 
people — at a meeting here last month of the 'Sudan round table'. 


General Secretary Ezekiel Kutjok of the Sudan Council of Churches painted a 
picture of the southern part of the country ravaged by fighting between 
government forces and the Sudan People's Liberation Army. The area affected 
by drought has expanded, leaving people without cattle, food, and water. 


Kutjok also spoke of the plight of the displaced. Some 1.5 million people 
have left their homes searching for security. An estimated 300,000 of them 
have crossed the border into neighbouring Ethiopia. 


"Much more has to be done if these people are to be rescued', observed Samuel 
Ador, another SCC representative at the meeting. He noted that church life - 
apart from worship on Sundays - is generally at a standstill in the affected 
areas. "God is suffering with the people in the Sudan', he added. 


"We try to reconcile and bring to the attention of the fighting parties that 


the war has to come to an end', Kutjok said. He said a peace process 
involving the government and the SPLA has so far not given much hope for quick 
solutions. "Nobody is going to win the war', he observed. ‘The best thing 


is to try to end it.' 


One point of contention is Islamic law (sharia), which the government, 
generally supported in the mostly Muslim north, has _ introduced. The 
opposition is generally concentrated in the south, where Christians and other 
parts of the non-Muslim minority are most numerous. 


The SCC opposes sharia on grounds it will not bring reconciliation in the 
country. Kutjok notes that the government has accused the council of 
favouring the SPLA, but he says the SCC aim in its activities is peace. 


Kutjok said there is Christian-Muslim dialogue, but also that it is difficult 
because of the long history of conflict between the two religions in Sudan. 
He stressed the importance of freedom for preachers -— Muslim and Christian - 
and of a renunciation of force in efforts to change religious beliefs. 


The meeting, facilitated by the refugee programme of the World Council of 
Churches, discussed a plan to bring overseas aid agencies together in a more 
coordinated way to respond to Sudanese needs, and to assist the SCC's efforts 
in refugee, relief, and development work. One aspect of the plan involves 
advocacy in their own countries on Sudanese issues. [EPS] 


South Africa: government shelving foreign-—funding controls? EPS 88.07.73 

JOHANNESBURG - The Christian Science Monitor reports from here that 'South 
Africa is apparently backing off from imposing strict controls on foreign 
funding of opposition organizations, largely because of outside pressure.' 

The proposed bill could have seriously affected the work of church groups, 
including the South African Council of Churches. Instead, the paper reports, 
the government is likely to push for funding-disclosure rules similar to those 
in effect in the United States. [EPS] 


BEM CONSULTATION Ecumenical Press 
REVIEWS RESPONSES Service 88.07.74 


TURKU (Finland) - Since it was released in 1982, there have been about 170 
official church responses to the international ecumenical text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


To evaluate the responses received so far, about 30 theologians met (here, 2-9 
July) at the invitation of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The responses and discussions here suggest at least three fundamental issues 
needing further ecumenical reflection - the relationship between the Bible and 
church tradition, the nature and role of the church, and questions about what 
sacraments are and do. 


Commission Director Giinther Gassmann called development of ‘ecumenical 
perspectives on ecclesiology' a major task for the future for the commission. 


On the issue of scripture and tradition, the consultation drew attention to 
the complex relationship between texts, contexts, and meanings. It also 
considered tensions between continuity and renewal. 


Responding to concerns in some of the BEM responses, it said the church is not 
‘master over the sacraments, nor do the sacraments have their role and 
efficacy in themselves, independently of God's action.' 


It also affirmed that ‘word and sacrament are inseparably linked in 
communicating God's saving action and presence in Jesus Christ.' It called 
for further study of the cosmological and social dimensions of sacraments, and 
their implications for various social questions. 


On the question of ecclesiology, the consultation noted many convergences in 
the responses. It then proposed an outline for developing a ‘comprehensive 
ecumenical vision of the church’. 


In another review of BEM, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches convened a 
consultation in Geneva (11-15 July) to evaluate Reformed responses, as well as 
bilateral dialogues the Reformed are involved in with other Christian 
traditions. 


The consultation was part of preparation for the next WARC General Council, in 
August 1989. Among its goals was to ‘identify the major affirmations which 
Reformed churches have to maintain in the ecumenical movement, and at the same 
time, the points they have to learn from their partners in dialogue.' [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops opt for RC rather than ecumenical cable network EPS 88.07.75 
COLLEGEVILLE (Minnesota) - Meeting here late last month, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States turned down, 118-51, a proposal that the US 
Catholic Conference seek membership in the ecumenical Vision Interfaith 
Satellite Network. Instead, they approved, 122-93, a two-year agreement with 
Eternal World Television Network, operated by a Roman Catholic monastery in 
Alabama. The bishops' communications committee had overwhelmingly recommended 
VISN. EWIN has included programming critical of recent statements.) and 
pastoral letters on social issues by the bishops. However, Eternal World 
agreed to modify a provision in the agreement with the bishops which would 
have allowed EWIN to bar theologians to whom it objects, even if approved by 
the bishops. Under the revised agreement, any disputed programme or 
theologian would be reviewed by a five-bishop panel, and broadcast if a 
majority so decides. [EPS] 


USA: ANGLICANS TACKLE Ecumenical Press 
WIDE VARIETY OF ISSUES Service 88.07.76 


DETROIT (Richard Henshaw Jr.) - The General Convention of the [US—-based, 
Anglican] Episcopal Church (here, 2-11 July), held firm on ‘biblical and 
traditional teaching' relating to sexuality, slightly modified its stance on 
abortion, and turned away an attempt - albeit narrowly - to expressly permit 
homosexuals to enter the four-to-five-year-long ordination process. 


‘I think this church has tried to respond to all of its people’, said 
Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning. "The message I get is that the centre 
of the church is holding and neither extreme is getting its way completely', 
said Colorado Bishop William C. Frey. 


The convention authorized a major economic—justice plan for US cities, called 
for a boycott of six international oil companies doing business in South 
Africa (Royal Dutch Shell, Mobil, Total, British Petroleum, Chevron, and 
Texaco), strongly supported a Palestinian homeland and a UN-sponsored 
conference on Palestine, and adopted optional ‘inclusive language' 
supplemental liturgies. 


It also enacted a plan that establishes a framework for ministry to parishes 
that cannot accept women as bishops. Under the scheme, a visiting male 
bishop could be requested by such a congregation through the good offices of 
the diocesan and presiding bishops. Opponents described the legislation as a 
"step backward' for women in the church; supporters emphasized its intended 
"reconciliation' value. Those opposed to female bishops expressed gratitude 
for such an option. 


Browning insisted that ‘this church will never turn its back' on women's 
ordination to the priesthood and episcopate, both of which were approved in 
1976. There are now 1400 ordained women in the Episcopal church, and the 
first woman is expected to be elected and consecrated as a bishop before the 
end of the decade. 


In other action, the convention granted autonomy to the Philippine Episcopal 
Church (by May 1990), and authorization was given to dioceses in Mexico, 
Central America, and the Caribbean to enter a trial period leading to their 
autonomy. 


Guidelines were adopted for Christian-—Jewish relations. They say the church 
must learn 'to proclaim the gospel without generating contempt for Judaism and 
the Jewish people.' The Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 
document ‘Salvation and the Church' was recommended for study; the US 
Episcopal-Lutheran dialogue document "Implications of the Gospel' was 
recommended to the Episcopal ecumenical commission for consideration and 
possible endorsement; and continued participation in the Anglican-Old 
Catholic Theological Conference was encouraged. 


The nine-denomination (US) Consultation on Church Union (COCU), however, got a 
mixed reception. The convention recognized 'The COCU Consensus: In Quest of 
a Church of Christ Uniting’ in ‘anticipation of the church uniting’, but said 
there is not yet sufficient basis for covenanting acts. It authorized COCU 
liturgies, but only if specific guidelines are followed. 


The convention sent a message of sympathy to the government of Iran after US 
forces shot down an Iranian airliner; endorsed the 'MacBride Principles' for 
equitable employment in 'the north of Ireland'; commended for study the work 
of the nuclear-free Pacific movement; supported Namibian independence; 
called for diplomatic and economic sanctions against South Africa; and 
provided support for Episcopal clergy and lay workers in strife-torn areas who 
are forced to flee their countries. [EPS] 


LIBERATION THEOLOGY: Ecumenical Press 
TWO DECADES MARKED Service 88.07.77 


MARYKNOLL (New York)(Tracy Early) - The 20th anniversary of the birth of 
liberation theology as a consciously distinctive approach was celebrated here 
(15-17 July) with honours for Gustavo Gutierrez, the Roman Catholic priest 
widely considered the movement's chief pioneer and still its primary exponent. 


‘He is the one figure everybody looks to and the inspiration of the folks on 
the firing line', said Robert McAfee Brown. A Presbyterian professor 
emeritus of the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley (California), Brown 
said confessional divisions are relatively unimportant for liberation 
theologians, and Gutierrez's influence extends far beyond Roman Catholicism. 


Maryknoll, a few kilometres north of New York City, is the headquarters of the 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and of Maryknoll Sisters. In 1971, Gutierrez 
published ‘A Theology of Liberation' in Spanish. Maryknoll's Orbis Books 
brought out the English edition in 1973. It has been Orbis's all-time best 
seller, with more than 100,000 copies sold. 


Gutierrez, who serves a poor parish in the historic Rimac area of Lima, Peru, 


gave three lectures here on ‘The Future of Liberation Theology’. He 
Suggested that issues related to race, women and other areas would receive 
increasing attention, though its economic emphasis would also continue. He 


first used the term ‘theology of liberation' in July 1968 for a lecture to a 
group of priests and parish workers in Peru. 


Many people have been enthusiastic about the way Gutierrez and others working 
along similar lines express a Christian rationale for political action to 
overcome the oppression of the poor. But critics accuse these theologians of 
subordinating Christian faith to Marxism, a charge they deny while affirming 
the value of Marxist analysis. ‘Instructions' from the Vatican Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1984 and 1986. 


If some church authorities look askance at Gutierrez, however, he is not 
altogether lacking in well-placed friends. At the dinner honouring him, 
strongly supportive messages were read from the Roman Catholic cardinals Paulo 
Evaristo Arns and Stephen Sou Hwan Kim, archbishops of Sao Paulo (Brazil) and 
Seoul (Korea). 


Among those speaking at the dinner was James Cone, a Methodist who teaches at 
Union Seminary in New York and holds a place in black theology comparable to 
Gutierrez in the Latin American liberation theology. Cone praised him as a 
‘spiritual intellectual' on the order of Martin Luther King Jr. 


Another speaker was Chinese Catholic Bishop Aloysius Jin Luxian. ‘Although 
you have never been in China, many bishops and priests know your name and 
admire your work', Luxian told Gutierrez. "You did a lot of good for the 


Chinese church. Anti-religious propagandists said the church was for the 
rich. But we showed your 'Theology of Liberation' to the communists and we 
said, you see, the church is for the poor. Many Chinese now are convinced 
the Chinese church serves the poor.' 


In an interview Gutierrez indicated - and his three lectures confirmed - that 
his interest in political analysis has diminished, and his continuing focus on 
the poor is now expressed more in pastoral, theological and biblical terms. 
However, his description of the Bible as a book supporting the poor was 
challenged by Rosemary Reuther, a Roman Catholic professor at the Methodist 


Seminary in Evanston, near Chicago. Herself an advocate of liberation 
themes, she said much of the Bible expressed a patriarchal perspective and 
supported slavery. "Right', Gutierrez said. ‘We must deal with this 


ambiguity. The Bible is a human work, and we must avoid a too simplistic 
reading of its message to the poor.' [EPS] 


KENYA: PARLIAMENT Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMNS BISHOP Service 88.07.78 


NAIROBI - The Kenyan parliament suspended normal business (14 July) to discuss 
and approve a motion condemning Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge. It accuses 
him of trying to destabilize the country, and calls upon other church leaders 
to disown him. 


Muge has long been at odds with Kenyan government leaders [EPS 87.05.02; 
06.13], most recently in connection with his description of a famine in part 
of Kenya. Government officials deny Kenya has any food shortages. 


There are also reports that police and government officials have prevented 
Muge from carrying out some aspects of his episcopal ministry such as 
preaching and leading worship. 


According to a front-page report in the Daily Nation newspaper here, Education 
Minister Peter Oloo Aringo said the issue is not between church and State, but 
between an individual and the state. He charged that Muge is ‘dancing to the 
tune of foreigners’. 


Aringo called on Kenyan Anglican church leaders to 'condemn' Muge, because his 
Statements and activities are 'an insult to the freedom of worship'. 


Another parliamentary speaker, Assistant Minister for National Guidance and 
Political Affairs Shariff Nassir, said 'the church should not be involved in 
politics. When we go to church, we go there to pray for peace.' 


Stephen Ondiek, an assistant minister for public works, who is also an 
archbishop in the Legio Maria Church, called Muge a disgrace to the church in 
Kenya. Ngumbu Njururi, another assistant minister for public works, called 
Muge a ‘satanic and immoral' traitor, working for "foreign masters' in London, 
Washington, and Moscow. 


Just before the parliamentary action, the other two Anglican bishops then in 
the country - Henry Okullu (Maseno South) and David Gitari (Mount Kenya East) 
issued a joint statement expressing the 'full confidence' of the Church of the 
Province of Kenya in Muge. 


They said 'the church is not aware of any offence which Bishop Muge has 
committed to deserve any disciplinary action. ... Bishop Muge has the full 
Support of the Anglican community in his diocese, and the entire Anglican 
church in this country, and he will continue to perform his ecclesiastical 
duties for which he is legally and duly consecrated Anglican bishop.' [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops keep and update controversial Aids text EPS 88.07.79 
COLLEGEVILLE (Minnesota) -— Meeting here late last month, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States let stand a controversial statement on Aids 
issued last December by the 50-bishop administrative board of the US Catholic 
Conference. That statement is for whatever use bishops care to make of it. 
It was denounced by some bishops because it allowed that public educational 
campaigns to combat Aids could give ‘accurate information about prophylactic 
devices'. Some critics saw that as weakening the official Roman Catholic ban 
on artificial birth- control. And, earlier last. month, Joseph Cardinal 
Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
wrote to the papal representative in the United States suggesting that such 
Statements should reflect ‘clearly and publicly' the bishops' united teaching 
of ‘Christian moral doctrine'. He added that ‘at least in some cases, when 
the subjects under discussion are of interest to the universal church, it 
would seem advisable to consult in advance' with the Vatican. The bishops 
here also voted to prepare a new, updated statement on Aids. [EPS] 


ISRAELI POLICY SCORED BY Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH REP Service 88.07.80 


GENEVA —- General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of 
Churches has sharply criticized Israeli policy towards Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, and towards the white-minority-dominated government 
which rules his country. 


Speaking here (19 July) after a seven-day visit to the Middle East, Chikane 
said he was particularly shocked by the ‘plight of the refugees' in the 
Israeli Occupied Territories, notably the ‘system of collective punishment' 
and the military courts used against them. ‘I am shocked', he said, ‘that 
the world is silent in the face of such brutal and dehumanizing acts against 
other human beings.' 


He also voiced strong concern about ‘economic and military collaboration of 
Israel with the apartheid regime in South Africa.' He said such 
Israeli-South African cooperation has created a situation in which 'the black 
majority in South Africa regards Israel as an enemy country.' 


Recognizing that anti-apartheid groups in Israel have achieved some positive 
results, Chikane said much more remains to be done. ‘Our call to the Israeli 
government, public and private bodies', he said, ‘is to end all forms of 
military, scientific, agricultural, economic, commercial, cultural, sport, and 
political cooperation with apartheid. ... Helping to arm South Africa is 
helping the racist government to continue murdering our people for their 
commitment to a just, non-racist, democratic South Africa.' 


Offering an update of church-related anti-apartheid, efforts in South Africa, 
Chikane said a meeting of denominational heads earlier this month ‘decided to 
break the law by calling for a boycott of the coming elections in October. ... 
Church leaders', he continued, ‘feel there is no way to bring an end to the 
apartheid system without disobeying unjust laws. ... We have reached a stage 
where people in the country are not given space for doing anything except live 
under the oppression, pain, and suffering caused by that apartheid regime.' 


Chikane said a new national campaign committee -— including representatives of 
the SACC and the conference of southern African Roman Catholic bishops - has 
been formed to pursue vigorous non-violent efforts to end apartheid. [EPS] 


USA: secrecy of Methodist university report on sexism scored EPS 88.07.81 
BOSTON - The University Senate of the United Methodist Church has discussed a 
report on sexism at UMC-related Boston University, but the senate's failure to 
share the report or allow representatives of other UMC units into the senate 
meeting which discussed it has led to a call for clarification of the senate's 
role. The report concerns alleged sexism in the case of a dismissed 
university faculty member, feminist Lutheran theologian Elizabeth Bettenhausen. 
Asked whether the report will be shared with church agencies interested in 
sexism issues, senate president Roy Schilling, president of Southwestern 
University (Georgetown, Texas) said senate policy is to work directly and only 
with schools involved. Geneva Harton-Dalton, an executive of the UMC Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women, said the senate ‘sees itself as not needing 
to be in dialogue' with the commission. She said the commission is asking the 
UMC Judicial Council to address the role and status of the senate. [EPS] 


Europe: Christian students to gather EPS 88.07.82 
BIRMINGHAM (England) -— About 400 students from all over Europe are expected 
here next month (1-9 August) for 'The Big E', a ‘unique opportunity to explore 
what living out their Christian faith in multi-cultural Europe means for 
them. ' The event is sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation. 
[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/29) 


For administrative requests through 20 August, use the usual EPS address and 
numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way, but the following address 
and number for the editor could save a day or weekend: 


ORK-—Zentralauschuss, Congress-—Centrum Stadtpark, Theodor-Heuss Platz 1-3, 
D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


Copies of two ecumenical appeals - each for 100,000 US dollars - are available 
from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. One is in response to 
torrential rains in Rwanda, the other to floods in Kenya. 


New York-based Religious News Service has been chosen as one of 15 placement 
sites in the fellowship program of the Congress of National Black Churches 
funded by the Ford Foundation. 


The WCC magazine One World received one of the five General Excellence 
Awards of the US-based Associated Church Press organization. It won in the 
category for publications with circulations under 10,000. Other categories 
and winners were newspapers Catholic Sun, Phoenix (Arizona); denominational 
magazines, American Baptist; non-denominational magazines, International 
Christian Digest; special-interest magazines, World Encounter (of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


Ireland - Christianity Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd 
(#37 in the Risk book series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK 
pounds. 


In EPS 88.07.70, first line, please read Feliciano Carino (instead of 
Clarino). 


In EPS 88.07.77, please complete last sentence of fifth paragraph by adding 
‘detailed numerous criticisms of liberation theology.' 


EPS copy deadlines in August (7h00 GMT) are Monday the 8th, Thursday the 
lith, Monday the 15th, Wednesday the 17th, Friday the 19th, and Wednesday the 
3lst. Then: Tuesdays 6 and 13 September, and subsequent Mondays until further 
notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 28 July. The next is scheduled 
for 9 August. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 
85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, 49.50 
Canadian dollars. 


WAYS TO DEAL WITH WOMEN'S ORDINATION Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSED TO ANGLICAN BISHOPS' MEETING Service 88.08.01 


CANTERBURY (England) - Two ways in which world Anglicanism might deal with the 
divisive issue of women as bishops were Suggested by the primate of the 
Anglican Church of Australia, John Grindrod, during a plenary session on 
women's ordination at the 12th Lambeth Conference (here, 16 July-7 August). 
[EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.02,03]. 


Resolutions on the issue, which are not binding on the world's approximately 
450 Anglican dioceses, were due to be considered during the conference's final 
week. Women's ordination is accepted in some parts of Anglicanism and 
rejected in others. It is generally expected that a woman will be 
consecrated as an Anglican bishop somewhere in the world before the end of the 
decade. Some opponents say that would lead to the break-up of the communion. 


Grindrod chaired a panel of bishops which considered the issue in advance of 
the conference, which brings together most of the world's Anglican bishops. 
On the one hand, he said, Anglican provinces which want women as bishops might 
go ahead, but such a development ‘could not be expressed as the mind of the 
[Anglican] church unless it were accepted by the whole communion.' Or, 
provinces ready to go ahead with women in the episcopate might agree to a 
"period of restraint’. 


Grindrod addressed his colleagues at the end of a session of more than two 
hours, during which three other bishops and a female priest who is a 
conference consultant also spoke. One bishop was strongly opposed to the 
ordination of women as priests; one was strongly in favour; the third noted 
arguments on both sides. 


The priest, Nan Peete, rector of a parish in Indianapolis in the US state of 
Indiana, received the session's most prolonged applause, with about half the 


members of the audience standing at the conclusion of her testimony. She 
said her ministry has been 'blessed with acceptance and support from many 
places, but rejection is still painful.' Recalling discrimination in her 


youth because she is black, she said 'those same feelings come back when I am 
not accepted as a priest, this time because of my sex.' 


During the conference, the women's ordination issue was often cited as an 
example of why structures for consultation in world Anglicanism might need 
revision, but bishops who spoke exhibited a wide range of views. 


Robert Eames, the chief Anglican archbishop for Ireland, spoke of a need to 
recognize that ‘some limitation may be necessary to the discretion of 
dispersed authority.' But Brian Davis, Anglican archbishop of New Zealand, 
doubted most provinces would support structural changes which would reduce 
their decision-making prerogatives. 


Using the biblical analogy of the church as a body, John Savarimuthu, Anglican 
bishop of West Malaysia and chairman of the Council of [Anglican] Churches of 
East Asia, said the archbishop of Canterbury is appropriately Anglicanism's 
‘one mouth’. 


But Owen Dowling, bishop of Canberra and Goulburn in the Anglican Church of 
Australia, said that while Anglicanism might need ‘one voice' on occasion, it 
needs more than one mouth. He added that Australian Anglicans at least are 
"not looking for world government in the Anglican Communion’. [EPS] 


KENYAN BISHOP SAYS Ecumenical Press 
POLYGAMY TOLERABLE Service 88.08.02 


CANTERBURY (England) - A Kenyan Anglican bishop told 500 of his colleagues 
from around the world, here for the 12th Lambeth Conference (16 July-7 
August), [EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.01,03], that the church in Africa has been wrong 
not to tolerate polygamy among church members. 


David Gitari, bishop of Mount Kenya East in the Church of the Province of 
Kenya, called it strange that 'we see no contradiction in extending pastoral 
care to divorcees, despite Jesus' strictures against divorce, yet we maintain 
a rigid disciplinary stance against polygamy despite Jesus' silence on the 
subject.' 


Gitari was one of three bishops who addressed the conference on 
‘evangelisation and culture’. Gitari said ‘one of the greatest problems we 
face today is how to remove the western cultural wrapper and let the gospel 
encounter African cultures directly.' 


David Jenkins, bishop of Durham in the [Anglican] Church of England, said the 
‘central issue and content of the gospel is not Jesus, but God.' In 
secularized Britain, he said, 'the central gospel issue is that of the true 
and living God against all idolatries, atheisms, and indifferences.' 


Bashir Jiwan, bishop of Hyderabad in the [United] Church of Pakistan said 
theological controversies in the West have ‘damaged the missionary and 
evangelistic tasks more than the non-Christians in Asia have.' He said some 
Christian theologians have ‘laid down their spiritual weapons' by not 
stressing Jesus Christ's uniqueness. 


At another plenary, the bishops heard Gustavo Gutierrez, the Peruvian Roman 
Catholic priest and liberation theologian [88.07.77]. ‘For us', he told the 
bishops, ‘the question is how to speak about God to those who suffer and who 
do not deserve their sufferings.' He said that Christians are 'not called to 
be committed to the poor because they [the poor] are good, but because God is 
good.' 


In a plenary on authority in Anglicanism, the Anglican archbishop of Adelaide 
(Australia), Keith Rayner, observed that even though ‘every communion in a 
divided church lacks something of the authority of the whole, decisions cannot 
be postponed until all divisions have been overcome.' He urged Anglicans to 
show 'a greater respect for the decisions of synods and the teaching office of 
bishops and clergy, ... a readiness to test searchingly such decisions and 
teaching in the light of scripture, tradition, and reason; and a willingness 
to submit local decisions to the judgment of the communion of churches through 
the consultative process.' 


Stanley Samartha, a presbyter of the [United] Church of South India, and 
visiting professor at United Theological Seminary in Bangalore, asked what it 
means in a multi-religious society when Christians use words like ‘normative’, 
"final', and '‘definitive' in connection with their doctrines or scriptures: 
"Can the criteria developed within a community of faith on the basis of one 
particular scripture be used to pass judgments on the faiths of those who have 
other scriptures as their authority?' he asked. 


Another speaker, Rowan Williams, Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Oxford 
University and an English Anglican priest, said that in the case of 
controversial issues such as the ordination of women, 'neither side can claim 
Straightforward authorization. Both are bound to what Christian adulthood 
requires of every believer - the readiness to act in hope.' [EPS] 


LAMBETH CONFERENCE: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
GUESTS OFFER UNITY PERSPECTIVES Service 88.08.03 


CANTERBURY (England) - Four ecumenical guests offered perspectives on 'the 
unity we seek' to the 500-or-so Anglican bishops assembled here (16 July-7 
August) for the 12th Lambeth /Conference [EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.01,02]. 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches, John Pobee, associate director of 
the WCC Programme on Theological Education, said the 'only justification' for 
a ‘confessional identity' such as Anglicanism 'lies in the search for a better 
contribution to the total mission and unity of the universal church.' Noting 
liturgical and theological convergences in recent decades, he opined that 
"questions of structures, particularly of authority in the life of the church, 
become the fundamental stumbling block to our unity.' 


Substituting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who left the conference 
after receiving word of the grave illness of his mother, Pobee said that ‘if 
our search for the unity of the church does not confront the conflicts in the 
world, it is a betrayal both of the gospel and of the church.' Alluding to 
one of the prominent items on the Lambeth agenda, the ordination of women as 
priests and bishops, he suggested that the criterion for decisions on such 
issues must be 'the vision of the Kingdom to come’. He said parts of the 
church must 'always be accountable, but not hostage one to another.' 


John Zizioulas, metropolitan of Pergamos in the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and 
visiting professor of theology at King's College in London, said Eastern 
Orthodox are ‘anxious to see that the unity of the Anglican church is 
maintained at all costs', though 'it is not for me to say ... how to do this.’ 


On the subject of the ordination of women, he said it is 'no secret that the 
Orthodox are officially opposed' to it. He suggested that neither supporters 
nor opponents have ‘even begun to treat the issue ... as a theological 
problem. ' 


In a reference to differences between Roman Catholics and Anglicans on the 
theory and practice of the papacy, Secretary Pierre Duprey of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity said 'the nature of the universal 
primacy and the nature of the unity we seek are not issues ... that can be 
kept in isolation from one another.' 


Duprey did not refer to women's ordination; in a written message, Pope John 
Paul said he is 'conscious of the difficulties that prevent us from reaching 
-+.- full communion ... and anxious lest new obstacles arise.' 


Elizabeth Templeton, former lecturer in divinity at the University of 
Edinburgh, described herself as something of an outsider - ‘a kind of 
cut-price bargain specimen of those who are mostly not here -— female, lay, 
presbyterian', and fairly young. She reminded the bishops that for many in 
her Reformed tradition ‘episcopacy itself is a theological problem’. 


Templeton hoped the ‘testing and delicate' issue of women's ordination, would 
not become a ‘scapegoat for all the questions that potentially divide you in 
your communion.' She said that while the world is used to all kinds of 
unity, ‘it is not used to such’ possibilities as this: that, for example, 
those who find the exclusion of women from the priesthood an intolerable 
apartheid, and those who find their inclusion a violation of God's will, 
should enter one another's suffering.' [EPS] 


NAMIBIA PRINCIPLES: Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH RESERVATIONS Service 88.08.04 


This item is adapted from material supplied by the ecumenical Namibia 
Communications Centre in London. 


LONDON (John Evenson) - While it is clear that one step has been taken as a 
result of the US, Cuban, Angolan, South African talks about peace in south- 
western Africa, Namibian church and political leaders see a number of 
difficult obstacles ahead. 


The adoption of 14 'Principles for a Peaceful Settlement in Southwestern 
Africa' was announced last month. The parties are to meet again in Geneva 
this month. 


Major newspapers in Great Britain and the United States have heralded the 
'principles', following the optimistic position taken by Chester Crocker of 
the US State Department, the main negotiator of the talks. 


But church leaders in Namibia are far more cautious. They note that South 
Africa has pulled back from negotiations repeatedly since the United Nations 
plan for independence (UNSCR 435) was adopted in September 1978. 


Namibian Roman Catholic Bishop Bonifatius Haushiku said the principles must be 
seen only as the 'basis for negotiations’. 


'The principles themselves do give us real hope, but when is the date going to 
be set for the implementation of UNSCR 435?' he asked. 


Earlier, the Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia 
expressed hope that the talks on Namibia and Angola would 'be successful’ so 
that ‘our nation can take up its rightful place amongst other nations of the 
world.' The committee's statement also condemned the 'South African military 
occupation of Namibia and its involvement in Angola' as a result of which 
‘many people are killed, maimed, tortured, raped ... while others are detained 
without trial incommunicado, and properties destroyed.' The council includes 
Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, and Reformed (Congregational) 
membership. 


The principal group fighting South African rule in Namibia is Swapo. In 
Luanda (Angola) it ‘welcomed the ratification of the principles’. Hidipo 
Hamutenya, Swapo information secretary, said the prospects for a peaceful 
settlement are ‘reasonably brighter'. 


Hamutenya said talks between Swapo and South Africa are ‘not likely to start 
until after the next round of the quadripartite talks, during which it is 
hoped a comprehensive settlement agreement will have been reached.' 


The South African government communiqué noted that its approval for the 
‘principles' was given after they were ‘supplemented and elucidated by the 
South African representatives at the talks.' 


No mention is made in the principles of the existence of Unita, the movement 
fighting the Angolan government. Washington and Pretoria demand that Cuban 
forces in Angola must withdraw before Namibia can be granted its independence. 


Unita has a history of attacks on church mission stations and hospitals in 
Angola. One of the many unanswered questions is what will happen to Unita in 
the 'peaceful settlement in southwestern Africa’. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES: RC BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
CALL FOR NEW PEACE TALKS Service 88.08.05 


MANILA (Sophie Bodegon) - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines have 
called for new peace talks. In a new pastoral letter, ‘Solidarity for 
Peace’, the bishops urge both the government and all rebel forces to 'stop the 
fight and to sit down again to search for peace.' 


The bishops lump together ‘rightist death squads, leftist ‘sparrow units’, 
political hitmen and other hired guns. To their mind they are 'no different 
from one another'. 


The bishops blame the military's use of armed religious fanatical sects and 
vigilantes for grave offences against life and property. "The use of all 
illegally-armed and undisciplined armed groups must be discontinued, their 
arms taken away from them', they say. 


Hitting at forces of the Left and the Right, the bishops condemn as 
"terroristic' forced taxation, conscription, kidnapping, and hostage-taking. 


The pastoral letter comes after a spate of killings, mostly in urban centres, 
including the capital. Recently, a university president was ambushed for the 
second time in less than a year. Soon after, his lawyer was killed in 
another incident. 


The worsening state of human rights in the country has also recently been 
taken up by a congressional committee. It says the number of violations is 
greater than that during the time of former president Ferdinand Marcos. 


The bishops criticize their own silence and inaction, calling it 'all the more 
reprehensible when we look at the most recent non-combatant victims.' They 
note the killing of police, human rights advocates, lawyers, church people 
committed to non-violence, peace workers, rebel returnees, and ordinary men 
and women tagged as ‘informers’ for or "supporters' of one or another 
political group. 


They call for due process saying the armed conflict is not and should not be 
"license for anyone to kill freely those whose politics do not agree with his.' 


There are things that can be done ‘even in our unarmed vulnerability’. The 
bishops urge Christians to 'come together, reason together, pray together, act 
together, as we have done before.' In solidarity, the bishops say, Filipinos 
can come up with an answer to the violence. 


The appeal, however, has not been received well by military authorities or by 
some congressional representatives. 


Secretary Fidel Ramos has reportedly rejected the idea of holding peace talks 
Saying ‘it will not only be unproductive but it might also endanger the 
nation's security.' 


Philippine President Corazon Aquino, however, says she is open to talks with 
the National Democratic Front as long as it makes a 'formal request’. 


While the NDF, the main contender in the 19-year-old conflict, has not made an 
official reply, one NDF official says the organization might be open to the 
talks as long as the bishops and the International Red Cross sponsor them. 
[EPS] 


AFRICA: CHURCH CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
PUSHING EDUCATION REFORMS Service 88.08.06 


This is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. 


ANTANANARIVO (Madagascar) (Paul Mukasa) - A meeting of church leaders, 
educators, researchers, and journalists here has drawn up a new curriculum and 
handbook for Christian education in Africa. They cover areas such as creation, 
revelation, culture, liberation, leadership, discipleship, church, ecumenism, 
hope, and faith. The meeting, under the auspices of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, also drafted a constitution for a proposed Pan-African Christian 
Educators Association. 


‘Christian education is life, and must be rooted and presented in the African 
context - reflecting social, political, economic, cultural and _ religious 
situations', said a communiqué issued at the end of the meeting, which brought 
together 36 participants from 11 countries. The group faulted colonialism and 
western Christianity for approaches which do not put sufficient emphasis on 
the social responsibility of Christians. 


Giving a historical overview of Christian education in Africa, Presbyterian 
Pastor Samuel G. Kibicho of tthe University of Nairobi observed that 
missionaries often used it to suppress Africans' cultural identity. ‘Some of 
their teachings were within the context of colonial enslavement. They seemed 
designed to brainwash and soften the African, so he could be ruled and 
oppressed and exploited easily without raising any problem', Kibicho said. It 
is from this background, he added, that some African church leaders have 
emerged who are autocratic and dictatorial in their treatment of workers, and 
in their attitude to and relationship with the poor and disadvantaged. 


Another participant attributed the failure of Christian leadership to poor 
standards of Christian education, resulting in clergy with a narrow vision 
compared with requirements of the church's prophetic role. ‘These clergymen 
seem preoccupied with propagating the gospel in a narrow escapist fashion, 
forgetting that there is a theological obligation for the churches in Africa 
today to join in the broad struggle for a new grassroot democracy', he said. 


Discussions among delegates during plenary sessions reflected differences 
between those favouring even more emphasis on biblical material, and those 
stressing contemporary challenges from the life of one's community, nation, 
and continent. 


The workshop also reflected a diversity of opinion on development issues. 
Many participants argued that resolving the African development dilemma is 
first and foremost a political question. Therefore, they said, Christian 
education must evaluate development strategies by relating them to the history 
of where Africa has come from, and the stage through which it is now passing. 
One participant said Christian educators must bear in mind that many African 
countries which are politically independent are still firmly tied into the 
international capitalist system of production and distribution. 


In the end, Richard Rakotondraibe, AACC director for research and programme 
development, and a moving force behind the workshop, suggested one main reason 
why a new vision of Christian education is necessary. He said the church must 
understand that it operates in a continent where its message is but one among 
many to which people are exposed daily. [EPS] 


TWO NEW BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
NAMED IN CHINA Service 88.08.07 


SHANGHAI - For the first time in 33 years, Christians in China associated with 
the post-denominational China Christian Council have two new bishops. 


The two - Sun Yanli, 74, and Shen Yifan, 60, were unanimously elected by the 
standing committee of the Shanghai Christian Council. They were consecrated 
(26 June) by four bishops and three other ordained ministers of different 
denominational backgrounds. 


Bishop Wan Shenyin, vice-chairman of the National Three-Self Committee, was 
the chief consecrator. Bishop K. H. Ting, president of the China Christian 
Council, preached. 


The new bishops have neither administrative posts nor diocesan 
responsibilities, but are part of a collective spiritual and pastoral 
leadership. 


The service of consecration was attended by about 1500 people, including 
ecumenical guests from Hong Kong, India, and the United States. 


The other four bishops associated with the CCC are Xue Pigxi, Mao Kezhong, 
Zheng Jianye, and Zeng Youshan. 


Besides the China Christian Council, the other large body of Christians in the 
country is a Catholic association which has severed its ties with the Vatican. 
[EPS] 


SA POLICE RAID HOME Ecumenical Press 
OF ECUMENICAL LEADER Service 88.08.08 


PIMVILLE (South Africa) - About 3 a.m. one morning late last month, the South 
African police raided the home here of General Secretary Frank Chikane of the 
South African Council of Churches. 


Police said they were looking for Chikane's younger brother, Khotso, president 
of the Soweto Student Congress. Frank Chikane said that 'for the last year 
or so, the police have been hunting for Khotso, and have been harassing my 
mother and family members regularly, especially during ungodly hours.' 


Chikane added that while the police were occupying his house for two hours, 
another team raided his mother's place, where a hand grenade had been planted 
a week before. There, one of Chikane's sisters, Salome, was detained. 


Chikane said he is ‘deeply concerned that instead of investigating and finding 
the culprits who planted the hand grenade at my mother's place, which nearly 
took her life and that of members of the family, the police are harassing my 
family. 


"This goes to show that the South African security forces are solely concerned 
with the security of the apartheid system, rather than that of the people. 
They are solely concerned about the security of the white racist minority 
government, rather than the well-being and security of the oppressed 
minority.’ [EPS] 


INDIA: ORIENTAL ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
ENHANCE ROLE OF WOMEN Service 88.08.09 


KOTTAYAM — At its semi-annual meeting (here, last month) the synod of bishops 
of the Malankara [Oriental] Orthodox Syrian Church agreed to changes in some 
centuries-old liturgical practices in order to enhance the role of women. 


Now, young girls and not just young boys are to be taken around the altar and 
made to kiss it and the book of gospels, as an expression of their 
incorporation into the royal priesthood because of their baptism and 
chrismation. 


The bishops also directed the end of two customs - that the first child 
baptized in a newly consecrated font, and that the first child baptized each 
year in a parish after the feast of Christ's baptism must be male. Now, 


girls are equally eligible to be the first baptized. 


In addition, the bishops are encouraging women to read aloud to the 
congregation the appointed lessons from the Bible during the liturgy, and to 
take part in the general meetings of local parishes. [EPS] 


SUDAN: CHURCH REPS IN Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL ON ISLAMIC LAW Service 88.08.10 


KHARTOUM - Leaders of eight Sudanese denominations which account for most of 
the country's Christian minority have appealed against the imposition of 
Islamic law on all citizens. 


The church leaders say the enforcement of Islamic law on non-Muslims in the 
Sudan overrides their rights, prevents them from contributing to the common 
good, violates their freedom of conscience, and reduces them to second-class 
citizens. 


Islamic laws, they add, ‘impose superiority of Muslims over non-Muslims, ... 
are segregative and discriminatory in their objective and form', and put 
Christians and other non-Muslims in a position of being tolerated rather than 
having legal and constitutional rights. 


Noting that the Sudanese Constituent Assembly is soon to discuss and vote on 
Islamic laws, the leaders object that the assembly lacks 41 representatives 
from the southern part of the country, where the non-Muslim minority is 
concentrated. 


The leaders say Islamic laws decreed in the Sudan in 1983 are ‘one of the 
major causes of the continuation of the current civil war in Sudan, which has 
caused great sufferings, loss of lives and properties.' 


The leaders say they have 'no objection for Muslims to live by the dictates of 
their religion, but ... they have no right to impose their convictions or 
beliefs on others who have different creeds and beliefs.' They also 
‘reaffirm our respect for Islam and Muslims' and ‘profess our loyalty to the 
Sudan, and our commitment to its welfare - that is, to peace, unity, moral 
reform, and justice for all without exception. 


The appeal is signed by Roman Catholic, Anglican (Episcopal), Reformed 
(Presbyterian), Oriental (Coptic) Orthodox, Evangelical, Church of Christ, 
Sudan Interior, and African Inland church leaders. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.08.11 


Charles Birch is to be given the ‘Eminent Ecologist Award for 1988' by the 
Ecological Society of America at their annual meeting, 14-17 August, at the 
University of California. Birch was vice-moderator of the WCC sub-unit on 
Church and Society from 1970-1983, a period during which the council was 
initially involved in science, technology and environmental issues, and a 
major speaker at its Nairobi Assembly in 1975. 


Godfrey Brown, a parish minister in Ballycastle, is the new moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 


Clare Morrison and George Armstrong have begun work as joint secretaries of 
the Negotiating Churches Unity Council in New Zealand, which seeks to bring 
together the Anglican, Disciples, Reformed (Congregational and Presbyterian), 
and Methodist denominations there. They succeed Dennis Povey and J.E. 
Stewart. 


Krister Stendahl, Lutheran bishop of Stockholm, and Gerhart Riegner, 
founder and longtime chairman of the International Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations, have received ecumenical awards from Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev (Israel). 


David Bramley, since 1978 global information secretary for the United Bible 
Societies in Stuttgart (FRG), has been named to the new post of 
editor-in-chief of the Information Bureau of the Lutheran World Federation. 

Among his other tasks will be to supervise and coordinate the LWF news—and- 
information services in German and English. Pending the appointment of an 
editor for the English-language service, he is also responsible for its 
day-to-day operation. He is to join the LWF staff before the end of the year. 


Deaths in the Oikoumene 


Alphaeus Zulu, the retired Anglican bishop of Zululand who was one of the 
presidents of the World Council of Churches in the 1968-75 period, died at 82 
after a long illness. His death on 29 February was announced in the 
July-August issue of the newspaper of the Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa. A longtime member of the African National Congress, Zulu broke with 
it in 1975 to become active in the Inkatha organization. He was speaker of 
the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly at the time of his death. 


Edgar Chandler, director of the refugee service of the World Council of 
Churches from 1949 to 1960, died 7 May in Concord (Massachusetts/USA). A 
United Church of Christ minister, he was director of the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago during the 1960s. The family asks that memorial gifts be sent 
to the WCC for refugee work. 


Josiah Kibira, 62, a bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, 
died (18 July) after a long illness. He was president of the Lutheran World 
Federation from 1977 to 1984. He had also served on the Commission of Faith 
and Order and the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. Bishop 
of the ELCT Northwestern Diocese since 1964, he took early retirement in 
-January 1985 because of his Parkinson's disease. 


Janet Lacey, a leading ecumenical activist in the 1950s and 1960s, died last 
month (11 July) at 84. She was director of Christian Aid, the overseas aid 
and development arm of the British Council of Churches, from 1952 until 
1968. During that period, she served on several key bodies of the World 
Council of Churches. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Marta Palma, André Jacques: ‘The Church in Haiti' EPS 88.08.12 


Palma is Latin American secretary, and Jacques migration secretary at the 
World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from their report of their visit 
to Haiti earlier this year. It was translated by the WCC Language Service. 


According to Britannica World Data (BWD), Christians are about 95 percent of 
the Haitian population of 5.5 million; about five Christians in six are Roman 
Catholics. ‘About 90 percent of all Roman Catholics also practice Voodoo.' 


... [The role of church bodies in Haiti today] is clearly crucial, partly 
because of their message and partly because of their national structure, their 
presence throughout the country, and their role in education. ... [In general, 
Protestant churches] seem clearly to be moving towards unity of a kind (or at 
least towards better coordination - notably in the Protestant Federation of 
Haiti) and are showing a growing concern for social matters. ... 


It should be stressed yet again that certain organizations, whether Catholic 
or Protestant, are concerned with both economic, social and cultural rights 
and civil and political rights. The Methodist Church's citizenship training 
programme, which works ecumenically, has, for example, distributed 250,000 
copies of a dossier on the elections. ... 


[Last February] the official swearing-in ceremony of Leslie Manigat [as 
Haiti's president] was not followed by the traditional Te Deum in the [Roman 
Catholic] cathedral at Port-au-Prince and other churches in the country. ... 
{[Church-state relations] had steadily deteriorated as repression and 
intimidation were used to try to break the will of Christians seeking to apply 
the preferential option for the poor in their own lives. 


Conversations with various solidarity organizations about the defence of human 
rights, their analysis of the situation, political expression, or how to 
restore the fabric of society, revealed the presence in them of many committed 
Christians and a real ecumenical dimension. ... 


[Haiti's churches] form the kind of networks. of relationships and 
communication essential to society. They are, therefore, in a position to 
exercise the vigilance and make the analysis of the situation that are 
necessary for organized resistance. 


Over a six-week period in 1987 the Protestant Federation of Haiti organized a 
campaign called 'Deliverance'. Four main themes were dealt with in discussions 
and radio broadcasts: respect for the human person, the fight against 
corruption, everyone's right to life, and a new covenant. This campaign was 
conducted throughout the country. The church has no wish to substitute itself 
for the essential political activity in the country, nor should it. But until 
democracy becomes possible it is the place which embodies the people's will to 
preserve what has been achieved so far in regard to freedom of speech, 
organization, and political participation. Through a variety of organizations 
many Christians are imaginatively engaged in the search for new forms of 
consensus and association. ... 


The attitude to ecumenism at the structural level is still somewhat reserved 
in some of the evangelical Protestant churches. Nevertheless, they seem to be 
taking important steps towards getting to know one another better and working 
together. This is true of relations between the Commission of Evangelical 
Churches of Haiti and the Protestant Federation of Haiti (FPH) and of the 
fruitful relationship with the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC). It can 
also be said of relations between the FPH and the French Protestant 
Federation, and of the connection with the WCC .... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'The WCC at 40' EPS 88.08.13 


This month, the World Council of Churches marks the 40th anniversary of its 
First Assembly, in Amsterdam. Castro is WCC general secretary. This item is 
excerpted from his editorial in the July issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical 
Review (available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). It marks 
the anniversary with a collection of articles in four major sections: 


Amsterdam 1948: A Personal Retrospect and Assessment (Olivier Tomkins); The 
Significance of Amsterdam (Robert S. Bilheimer). 


What Amsterdam Has Meant: The Message and the Messages (Philip Potter); 
Amsterdam's Vision of Church Unity Today (John Deschner); The Witness of the 
Churches: Ecumenical Statements on Mission and Evangelism (Paulos Mar 
Gregorios); The ‘Responsible Society" in Retrospect (C. L. Patijn); 
International Affairs: Continuity and Discontinuity (Konrad Raiser); Some 
Reflections on the Ecumenical Movement (Jacques Ellul). 


Beyond Amsterdam - Personal Perspectives: On Living in the Promised Land 
(Robert Runcie); Uppsala 1968 — Berlin 1974, JPIC Convocation 1990? (Marga 


Buhrig); The East-West Tension, The North-South Imbalance — and JPIC (T. B. 
Simatupang); Spears into Pruning Hooks (J. K. S. Reid); The Imperative of 
Justice: The Rise of Contextual Theologies (Lois Wilson); The Armenian 
Church and the WCC (Mesrob K. Krikorian); The Growing Vision (K. H. Ting); 
From Words to Deeds: Participation by All God's People (Jean Skuse); IMC-WCC 
Merger, BEM: An Ecumenical Council? (J. Russell Chandran); An Example of 
Local Ecumenism - Sao Paulo (Paulo Evaristo Arns); The WCC's Major 
Contributions - a Testimony (Desmond M. Tutu). 


Enduring Issues: The Meaning of the Orthodox Presence (Georges Tsetsis); 
Notable Unions - Additional Gifts: United Churches and the WCC (Martin 
Cressey); '‘Ecumenicals' and 'Evangelicals': A Growing Relationship? (David J. 
Bosch); Towards Conciliar Collaboration: The WCC and the Roman Catholic 
Communion of Churches (Anton Houtepen); Participation: Beyond the Numbers 
Game (David Gill); Participation: A Pilgrimage of Agony and Hope (Constance 
F. Parvey); The Ecclesiastical Significance of the WCC: the Legacy and 
Promise of Toronto (Vitaly Borovoy); The Ecclesiastical Significance of the 
WCC: The Fusion of Doctrine and Life (Constantine Scouteris). 


-.. We must express our gratitude for the foundations that have been laid, and 
we must see how together we may build upon those foundations to confront the 
challenges of today. ... Doctrinal questions have been considered critically 
and thoroughly, clarifying differences and paving the way for a sympathetic 
understanding of one another's positions. The search for shared convictions 
and a common expression of such convictions has continued. 


The network of solidarity among churches has been tested under difficult 
Situations. Every member church knows today that in critical situations the 
love and support of other churches, expressed through the World Council, will 
always be available. 


The vocation of service and the commitment to justice and peace in the world 
can also be traced back to the very foundation of the Council. The combat 
against racism, the highlighting of the plight of the poor as a theological 
and ethical question, the concern for human development and for peace and 
disarmament in the world —- all these have been characteristic of the life and 
work of the WCC. We should also mention the emphasis on the participation of 
youth and women at all levels of the life of the church and the life of 
society. [over] 


wcec40/2 


... Undergirding all this is the search for a deeper spirituality which 
provides the ambiance for ecumenical life. Every assembly, every large 
gathering has made available a variety of spiritual resources to enrich the 
total life of the church. 


It is upon this foundation that we must confront the challenges of today. It 
is obvious that we need to widen the ecumenical spectrum. We must bring the 
total life of the churches, in all its new and old manifestations, into the 
ecumenical conversation. The expansion of the Pentecostal movement, the 
emergence of independent churches and the growth of the Anabaptist movement 
are important dimensions not fully represented in the life of the WCC. We are 
happy that representatives of all these three families are full members of the 
WCC, but they are and should be considered as the anticipation of more to come. 


The ecumenical movement and the WCC as one of its expressions are a service to 
the churches, to all churches, and we cannot accept a situation where some of 
them feel unable to participate with others in a common response to Jesus' 
prayer for unity. 


The WCC must deepen the ecumenical awareness of its member churches. We must 
work for the time when the intercessory prayers of every single parish 
regularly bring before God the ecumenical dimension of the church's vocation. 
We should not be satisfied until every report to synods or assemblies 
incorporates as a matter of course a description of where the church stands in 
its ecumenical search. More, we need to invite the churches to set their 
priorities in the light of their ecumenical commitment. 


It is urgent that we define more precisely the shape and nature of the unity 
we are seeking. There are a number of bilateral negotiations under way which 
yield a variety of perspectives and points of view. However, it is not yet 
clear when and how such conversations will lead to practical results. The 
negotiations will always need a point of global reference, a model that will 
set them in the wider frame of the unity of the whole people of God. 


Three concepts that have figured in the ecumenical debate need to be brought 
in relation to one another to see if together they could provide a general 
frame of reference for our vision of the unity we seek: conciliar fellowship, 
the hierarchy of truths, and the relation between the local and the universal 
church. 


But the WCC cannot limit its search for the unity of the church to the 
internal realm of our ecclesiastical bodies. The unity of the church must be 
seen in dynamic relation with the renewal of the whole of humankind. The 
horizon of our endeavours is the kingdom of God, and we cannot but confront 
the issues of our day and time. ... 


[In the new, vital, and exciting period ahead], those who believe in Jesus' 
promise that the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth, and that the 
Comforter will be with us always, are called to face the future in hope, 
proclaiming that God in Jesus Christ has once and for all established the 
solid foundation for liberation from sin and the structures of death, and 
inviting all Christians to the common evangelistic affirmation that God's Will 
will prevail and that God's kingdom will come. 


Looking to the future, we offer a prayer: 'Come, Lord Jesus, send your Holy 
Spirit, give us the vision and the courage necessary for the days to come.' 

Participation in the ecumenical movement is always a pilgrimage into tomorrow, 
guided by the Spirit and in the hope of the kingdom. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/30) 


For administrative requests through 20 August, use the usual EPS address and 
numbers. The editor may also be contacted that way, but the following address 
and number for the editor could save a day or weekend: 


ORK-Zentralauschuss, Congress-Centrum Stadtpark, Theodor-Heuss Platz 1-3, 
D-3000 Hannover 1, BRD. Phone: 49-511/85 30 75. 


Copies of two ecumenical appeals - each for 100,000 US dollars - are available 
from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. One is in response to 
torrential rains in Rwanda, the other to floods in Kenya. 


New York-based Religious News Service has been chosen as one of 15 placement 
sites in the fellowship program of the Congress of National Black Churches 
funded by the Ford Foundation. 


The WCC magazine One World received one of the five General Excellence 
Awards of the US-based Associated Church Press organization. It won in the 
category for publications with circulations under 10,000. Other categories 
and winners were newspapers Catholic Sun, Phoenix (Arizona); denominational 
magazines, American Baptist; non-denominational magazines, International 
Christian Digest; special-interest magazines, World Encounter (of _ the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America). 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


Ireland - Christianity Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd 
(#37 in the Risk book series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK 
pounds. 


In EPS 88.07.70, first line, please read Feliciano Carino (instead of 
Clarino). 


In EPS 88.07.77, please complete last sentence of fifth paragraph by adding 
‘detailed numerous criticisms of liberation theology.' 


EPS copy deadlines during the second half of August (7h00 GMT) are Monday 
the 15th, Wednesday the 17th, Friday the 19th, and Wednesday the 3lst. Then: 
Tuesdays 6 and 13 September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 9 August. The next is scheduled 
for 12 August. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. 
You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 
85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 Indian rupees, 49.50 
Canadian dollars. 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS IN Ecumenical Press 


FLAP OVER VIOLENCE Service 88.08.14 
CANTERBURY (England) - A vote by the Lambeth Conference of the world's 


Anglican bishops (here, 16 July-7 August) [EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.01,02,03,15, 
17,18,21] expressing understanding of 'those who, after exhausting all other 
ways, choose ... armed struggle as the only way to justice', prompted a 
Supplemental resolution the next day condemning ‘all violence' in Northern 
Ireland. 


During debate on the first resolution, Irish bishops expressed unhappiness 
with the phrasing, on grounds it would be misused and misunderstood in 
Northern Ireland, where the Provisional IRA is pursuing ‘armed struggle' 
against UK control of the province. 


The same resolution also draws attention to the ‘dangers and injustices 
possible in such' violence on behalf of justice. Supporters’ said 
understanding of violence does not necessarily mean affirmation, support, or 
agreement. 


The day after the original vote, Robert Eames, the principal Anglican 
archbishop in both Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, spoke of the 
Provisional IRA's 'ruthless and determined campaign of murder and destruction 
in the community'. He said there had been ‘distress and indeed disbelief 
among many who belong to our communion' in Ireland as a result of the Lambeth 
phrasing on violence. 


Recalling across-the-board Irish church condemnation of the IRA, and the most 
recent. deaths of Anglicans and others as a result of IRA attacks, Eames said: 
"Let no one ... be in any doubt. We're talking about murder. No political 
cause ... can possibly justify this campaign. --. Let none of us by word or 
action leave any doubt about our utter and complete condemnation of violence 
and murder from any source in that country.' 


The conference then passed (with two abstentions) a resolution expressing 
"solidarity with fellow Anglicans and with all the people of Northern Ireland 
in their suffering', and urging 'all political and community leaders to seize 
every opportunity to work together to bring about a just and peaceful 
solution. ' 


After an English bishop objected that the resolution as proposed did not 
include a condemnation of violence -— which prompted a round of applause - 
drafters caucused briefly and returned with a version including the explicit 
condemnation of all violence in Northern Ireland. 


As proposed, the original resolution also included an affirmation that the 
‘overthrow of unjust systems and powers is a gospel imperative.' Before 
voting their support, the bishops replaced that wording with the judgment that 
"the reformation and transformation of unjust systems is an essential element 
of our biblical hope.' 


The bishops reaffirmed resolutions from earlier Lambeth conferences rejecting 
war aS a method of settling international disputes. They also supported 
“those who ‘'choose the way of non-violence ... including direct, non-violent 
action, civil disobedience, and conscientious objection.' 


Another resolution referred specifically to conscientious objectors in South 
Africa, asking that their sentences for refusing to serve be repealed, and 
that they be allowed to undertake alternative, non-military service instead. 
[EPS] 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS SHAPE ECUMENICAL AGENDA, Ecumenical Press 
INTERFAITH TALKS; PONDER ANGLICAN IDENTITY Service 88.08.15 


CANTERBURY (England) — The world's Anglican bishops have approved resolutions 
outlining an Anglican ecumenical agenda for the years ahead. They also dealt 
with issues of interfaith dialogue and Anglican ‘identity and authority'. 


Bishops here for the 12th Lambeth Conference (16 July-7 August) came from the 
world's approximately 450 Anglican dioceses. [EPS 88.07.64,65; 
08-01 02 0341 4517.12.21.) The conference meets once a decade. 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie urged the bishops to show ‘real 
enthusiasm as a signal of our renewed commitment to an all-round ecumenism.' 
Anglicans, he observed, are always in danger of ‘partisan ecumenism" -—- 
favouring some parts of the church at the expense of others. 


Reflecting reactions from the world's 27 Anglican provinces to the text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) released in 1982 by the World Council 
of Churches, the bishops called it a ‘contribution of great significance in 
the search for the visible unity of the church.' They said Anglicans can 
recognise in it 'to a large extent ... the faith of the church through the 
ages.' 


An explanatory note outlines 'three underlying [BEM] issues of a more general 
nature that need continuing exploration' - the relation between scripture, 
tradition, and traditions; the nature of sacraments, their efficacy, and 
their relation to the word; and teaching about the church. 


It also sets forth challenges BEM makes to Anglican life and practice in areas 
such as preparation for baptism and nurture of the baptised, the eucharist as 
"the centre from which Christians go out to work as reconcilers in a broken 
world', theology and practice of the diaconate, complementarity of women and 
men in ministry, and exercise of episcopacy. 


The bishops approved proposals for new international Anglican dialogues with 
Methodists and Baptists, and encouraged 'personal contact and theological 
dialogue with Pentecostal churches, especially at the local level.' 


Referring to the report from the international Anglican-Reformed dialogue, 
the bishops endorsed its ‘stress on the need for personal, collegial, and 
communal expressions of ministry exercised at every level of the church's 
life.' They also backed the dialogue's view that 'orthopraxis (right action) 
is as important in ecumenical conversations as orthodoxy (right belief).' 


The resolution on the Oriental Orthodox and the Assyrian Church of the East 
‘warmly welcomes the renewal and development of relationships' with both 
traditions, and proposes that the Anglican/Oriental Orthodox Forum be 
‘upgraded to a formally recognised commission.' 


In a matter of particular concern to Oriental and Eastern Orthodox, the 
bishops urged that Anglicans omit the filioque clause in the Nicene Creed. 
Orthodox object to the phrase - affirming that the Holy Spirit proceeds 'from 
the Son' ('filioque', in Latin) as well as from the Father - grounds it was 
not approved by a recognised ecumenical council. 


On the filioque issue in general, the resolution opines that ‘it may be 
possible' to get ‘all the western churches to adopt the original form of the 
creed [without the clause], without any betrayal of their theological 
heritage.' [over] 


ecumenical/2 


Noting the inter-Orthodox consultation scheduled later this year on women's 
role in the church, the bishops asked that results of that meeting be 
circulated among Anglican provinces. Officially, Orthodoxy strongly objects 
to the ordination of women as priests and bishops, which is allowed in some 
parts of Anglicanism. 


On Roman Catholic relations, the bishops described texts on eucharist and 
ministry from the first Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission as 
"consonant in substance with the faith of Anglicans’ - a ‘sufficient basis for 
taking the next step forward towards the reconciliation of our churches 
grounded in agreement in faith.' 


But they were more cautious on ARCIC-I's third set of texts, on ‘authority in 
the church'. These they judged to be a 'firm basis for the direction and 
agenda of the continuing dialogue on authority.' 


An explanatory note to the resolution notes continuing Anglican concerns in 
all three areas, especially questions of "primacy, [papal] jurisdiction and 
infallibility, collegiality, and the role of the laity.' 


However, the bishops rejected a proposal that the main body of the resolution 
incorporate a phrase 'noting and respecting the continuing anxieties and 
conscientious convictions of many Anglicans', an oblique reference to 
evangelical Anglican unhappiness with parts of the ARCIC texts. 


Given official Anglican-Roman Catholic disagreements on the ordination of 
women, the bishops spoke about the 'serious responsibility this places upon us 
to weigh the possible implications of action on this matter for the unity of 
the Anglican Communion and for the universal church.' 


The resolution on Lutheran relations judges that the Niagara Report of last 
year's Anglican-Lutheran consultation on bishops reflects a ‘substantial 
convergence of views'. English Bishop David Tustin, co-chair of the 
continuation committee, observed that this dialogue is 'much further ahead' on 
the road to full communion than any other Anglicans are part of. 


The Anglican/Lutheran International Continuation Committee (to be renamed the 
Anglican-Lutheran International Commission) is 'to explore more thoroughly the 
theological. and canonical requirements ... necessary in both churches to 
acknowledge and recognise the full authenticity of existing ministries', and 
to ‘produce a report which will indicate the degree of convergence of views on 
the ordained ministry of bishops, presbyters, and deacons.' 


The bishops say results of dialogues so far should prompt Lutherans and 
Anglicans to 'move towards the fullest possible ecclesial recognition and the 
goal of full communion.' They outline several steps to be taken in other 
parts of the world to establish a relationship of ‘interim eucharistic 
sharing' like that which has existed since 1982 between the Episcopal Church 
in the USA and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 


Another resolution offers 'full membership' in the Lambeth Conference to the 
50-plus bishops of the Churches of North India, South India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh (in which Anglicans united with Christians of other traditions), 
and inclusion of their bishop-moderators in future Anglican Primates’ Meetings. 


A few bishops from the four denominations were members of this conference. 
The four bodies already have relationships with world bodies of other 
traditions which are among their ancestors. [over] 


ecumenical/3 


The conference welcomed proposals for a united ministry among. several 
denominations in Wales, including Anglicans, and encouraged 'similar proposals 
in other parts of the world.' It called the withdrawal of Anglicans from 
‘several previous covenanting proposals and schemes of unity ... a cause for 
sorrow and repentance', but also noted ecumenical signs of hope involving 
Anglicans in several countries. 


Though not the subject of a resolution, the 'post-denominational' church 
emerging in China was included in the conference's ecumenical review. "No 
account of our ecumenical efforts would be complete' without tribute to K. H. 
Ting and other former Anglican bishops in China for their '‘courageous' part in 
these developments, Runcie said, to warm applause. (Ting attended the 
conference. ) 


A resolution on councils of churches recognises the World Council of 
Churches as a ‘special instrument of God in bringing [churches] into fuller 
unity and mission.' It hopes that through the WCC and other ecumenical 
councils, the churches will be helped as much as possible to 'do together all 
those things that deep differences of conviction do not compel them to do 
separately.' 


An Irish bishop proposed that the conference ask for a revision of the 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer to make it more compatible with the WCC Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle. His proposal was defeated 124 to 155 (22 abstentions), after a 
bishop from Madagascar expressed concern such a revision would unduly 
complicate and expand the Anglican cycle. 


Though a few bishops expressed some misgivings, the conference overwhelmingly 
endorsed a resolution commending interfaith dialogue, which, it notes, ‘is 
not a substitute for evangelism.' 


A second resolution urges Anglicans to be part of Christian-—Jewish-—Muslim 
conversations, and calls for establishment of an Anglican Inter-Faith 
Committee. It is to focus on Judaism and Islam, and work with the WCC 
sub-unit on interfaith dialogue. 


Concern about Anglican identity and authority was reflected in two 
resolutions. Between them, they ask for an urgent inter-Anglican review of 
‘the meaning and nature of communion' (a reflection in part of concern about 
the impairment resulting from the ordination of women), an enhanced role for 
the Anglican primates (heads of denominations), regional Anglican conferences, 
an Advisory Body on Prayer Books to be a kind of liturgical and doctrinal 
watchdog, and consideration of a ‘common declaration' which might be approved 
for occasional liturgical use as an outline of fundamental Anglican beliefs 
and principles. [EPS] 


‘Blasphemous' Jesus film attacked EPS 88.08.16 

HOLLYWOOD - The Last Temptation of Christ, a film based on the novel by Greek 
author Nikos Kazantzakis, is scheduled for release in the United States next 
month, but it has already drawn vigorous criticism from some church people and 
others who say it is pornographic and _ blasphemous. Other church 
representatives, however, have been less critical of the film, and have 


deplored the very strong language used to criticize those involved with it. 
[EPS] 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS EXPRESS Ecumenical Press 
VARIETY OF SOCIAL CONCERNS Service 88.08.17 


CANTERBURY (England) - Polygamy, Aids, and the rights of homosexuals were 
among social issues on the agenda of the Lambeth Conference (here, 16 July-7 
August). The conference brings together the bishops of most of the world's 
approximately 450 Anglican dioceses once each decade [EPS 88.07.64,65; 
08.01,02,03,14,15,18,21]. 


With only scattered opposition, and a notable number of abstentions, the 
bishops approved the principle that ‘in cultures where polygamy is practised 
and socially acceptable, a polygamist who responds to the gospel ... may be 
baptised and confirmed with his believing wives and children' without having 
to send any of his wives away. 


However, the polygamist must promise not to marry again as long as any of his 
wives at the time of his conversion is alive, and the local church community 
must approve. 


Supporting the resolution, Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria made it 
Clear that the principle is that while a polygamist may become a Christian, 
the reverse is not acceptable. 


During a debate on a resolution on Aids, many speakers expressed concern 
lest the bishops be seen as_ supporting homosexuality or promiscuity. To 
guard against that, the bishops amended the resolution to insert an 
affirmation of the 'traditional biblical teaching that sexual intercourse is 
an act of total commitment which belongs properly within a permanent married 
relationship.' 


That replaced wording referring to ‘faithfulness and permanence in ... sexual 
relations.' Supporters of the replaced wording said it was aimed at those 
who can't or won't follow church teaching about marriage, but who still need 
to be encouraged to take action which will reduce the risk of Aids spreading 
in society. 


Concern about appearing to endorse homosexuality showed itself even more 
Strongly during debate on a resolution which began with the title homosexual 
rights, but which ended up being called ‘human rights for persons of 
homosexual orientation'. 


Though supporters of the resolution and the chair said the resolution was not 
about homosexuality per se, several bishops expressed strong opposition. 
Finally, the majority deleted a clause asking Anglican provinces to ‘work 
towards the elimination of discrimination against homosexual persons in the 
church and in the world, and to support their human rights.’ 


It was replaced by one asking each province to "reassess, in the light of such 
study [called for in other parts of the resolution], and because of our 
concern for human rights, its care for and attitude towards persons of 
homosexual orientation.’ 


Afterwards, Paul Moore, the Anglican bishop of New York who introduced the 
resolution and who has ordained publicly homosexual persons, said he was not 
unhappy with the final wording. He observed that homosexuality is 'such an 
emotional issue in some cultures that some of our brother bishops couldn't 
listen.' [over] 


social/2 


In other resolutions, the bishops: 


—- supported church work among minorities in various countries who have 
‘difficulty in making their plight known in national and world forums.' 


— opposed the death penalty, and objected to other infringements on human 
rights. 


— supported programmes to strengthen marriage and the family (after adding 
the same affirmation about traditional biblical teaching about sexual 
intercourse it added to the Aids resolution). 


— urged special support for French-speaking Anglican dioceses, of which there 
are more than a dozen in Africa, plus Haiti in the Caribbean. 


—- urged that the 1990s be made a ‘decade of evangelism' in Anglican dioceses 
in cooperation with other Christians. 


—- accepted the principle that ‘all bishops active in full-time diocesan work' 
(whether head of the diocese, or suffragan, assistant, assisting, area, or 
regional bishops) have full membership in ‘all provincial, national, and 
international gatherings of Anglican bishops. (With some exceptions, only 
bishops in charge of a diocese were members of this Lambeth Conference. ) 


—- urged increased attention to youth and lay ministry. 


- rejected a proposal that Anglican provinces study the possibility that the 
office of the archbishop of Canterbury might be filled by ‘any of the bishops 
of the Anglican Communion'. (Besides being the ‘focus of unity' for world 
Anglicanism, the archbishop of Canterbury is also chief bishop of the Church 
of England, and as such fulfils various national and official roles in the 
United Kingdom.) 


urged all provinces to ‘ensure that their provincial provisions for 
election and retirement of bishops and archbishops are unambiguous and are 
adhered to.' (A dispute about the retirement of the Anglican archbishop of 
the Sudan has recently caused difficulties there.) 


- called for the gathering of information about ‘theological and pastoral 
issues' involved in baptised but unconfirmed people to receiving communion. 


- affirmed that it is '‘inappropriate' for any Anglican bishop or priest to 
"exercise episcopal or pastoral ministry within another diocese without first 
obtaining the permission and invitation of the ecclesial authority thereof.' 
(Recently, the Anglican bishop of London visited a former parish of the 
Episcopal Church in the USA to administer confirmation, an action strongly 
criticized by US bishops.) 


—- approved outlines and drafts of several pastoral letters, to be finalized 
and released early next month. [EPS] 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS WORK Ecumenical Press 
ON SEVERAL WORLD ISSUES Service 88.08.18 


CANTERBURY (England) - The world's Anglican bishops, gathered here for their 
once-a-decade conference (16 July-7 August), have approved resolutions on 
several trouble spots and world issues [EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.01,02,03,14, 

25 pv. p2h). 


The bishops called for an examination of world financial and trade policies 
with a view to decreasing world poverty and debt. They called on ‘national 
governments, transnational corporations, the International Monetary Fund, and 
the World Bank together to re-examine all principles governing trade 
relationships, the transfer of technology and resources, and all loan and aid 
policies in order to improve the economic viability and local autonomy of 
developing countries. 


The conference backed ‘self determination’ for Latin American countries, and 
asked ‘the industrial countries of the world' to end ‘all military aid to 
combatants in Latin American countries.' It also called for the lifting of 
US sanctions against Nicaragua, Cuba, and Panama. 


The bishops called apartheid in South Africa ‘evil and especially repugnant 
because of the cruel way a tyrannical racist system is being upheld in the 
name of the Christian faith.' They urged 'maximum pressure ... on the South 
African regime ... to promote a genuine process of change', and ‘forms of 
sanction calculated to have the maximum effect in bringing an end to the evil 
dispensation.' 


They backed direct aid to anti-apartheid organizations within South Africa, 
particularly with a view to assisting the unemployed and persecuted', and 
‘direct moral and humanitarian support to such organizations in the pursuit of 
a just order which reflects gospel values.' 


They also called for the release of black leader Nelson Mandela and ‘all other 
political prisoners and detainees in South Africa, and the wunbanning of 
organizations like the African National Congress, and Pan Africa Congress, 
which represent the majority of citizens.’ 


On Namibia, they expressed ‘support for the people in their struggle for 
independence’ from South Africa. 


On Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon, the bishops condemned the use, sale, and supply 
of chemical weapons; recognized the grief and suffering of hostages, 
families, and all victims of war in those three countries; and asked all 
nations to work towards the release of all hostages in Lebanon. 


The resolution was passed just after recent visits to the area by two Anglican 
bishops became public. One of the most prominent hostages being held in 
Lebanon is Terry Waite, a member of the staff of Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie. 


The bishops affirmed Israel's right to exist with ‘recognised and secure 
borders' and the 'right of Palestinians to self-determination, including 
choice of their own representatives, and the establishment of their own 
State.’ They also call for a UN-sponsored international conference on 
Palestine to which ‘all parties of the conflict' would be invited. [over] 


world issues/2 


On Iran, the bishops recognised the ‘positive development of recent events' 
there, and urged the Iranian government to give a ‘positive response ... 
concerning all the claims of the church in _ Iran.’ Hassan Barnaba 
Dehqani-Tafti, the exiled Anglican bishop for Iran, summarised for the 
conference difficulties his community has suffered during the past decade - 
imprisonments, attempted assassinations (including one directed against him), 
‘cold-blooded murders' (including that of his only son), and _ travel 
restrictions. 


The bishops welcomed ‘recent new directions in Soviet policy', and appealed 
for an end to the production of nuclear weapons, and a plan for an 
international programme to dismantle them. 


They also identified with concerns in the South Pacific about such things as 
self-determination, opposition to nuclear testing, and ‘resistance to all 
those powerful states and multi-national corporations who ... rape and destroy 
the forests, fisheries, and mineral deposits in the region.' 


In a resolution on ‘environment, militarism, justice, and peace, the bishops 
urged programmes of ‘study, reflection, and action' in world Anglicanism to 
consider ‘four interrelated areas in which the misuse of people or resources 
pose a threat to the life system of the planet' - ‘unjust distribution of the 
world's wealth, social injustice within nations, the rise of militarism, [and] 
irreversible damage to the environment.' 


The bishops suggested ways towards peace in the civil war in Sudan, and also 
expressed ‘great concern' about the Sudanese government plan to impose Islamic 
(sharia) law on all Sudanese, including the non-Muslim minority. 


A resolution expressing ‘concern that the emergence of Islamic religious 
fundamentalism has resulted in serious violation of fundamental human 
rights', refers specifically to the Sudan and northern Nigeria. 


Noting the upcoming 500th anniversary celebrations in 1992 of the arrival of 
Europeans in the Western Hemisphere, the bishops supported ‘all efforts being 
made for the procuring of land and civic rights to native indigenous people 
of the Americas’. [EPS] 


Vatican appoints several to work on justice, peace, creation EPS 88.08.19 
GENEVA - The Vatican has sent two people to work as part of the staff 
preparing the World Council of Churches' World Convocation on Justice, Peace, 
and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) in 1990. The two are Patrick de 
Laubier, Sociology professor at the University of Geneva, and Nicholas Buttet, 
a lawyer, also from Switzerland. There are also five Roman Catholic members 
of the JPIC preparatory committee - John Mutiso Mbinda (Kenya), on the staff 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity; Marjorie Keenan 
(USA), on the staff of the Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace; 
Monica Jimenez de Barros (Chile), a consultant on the same commission; Remi 
Hoekman (Belgium), head of the ecumenical department of the Pontifical 
University of St Thomas Aquinas in Rome; and Catalino Arevelo (Philippines), 
a theologian at the Ataneo University in Manila. [EPS] 


Scotland: psychologists find problems at Kirk headquarters EPS 88.08.20 
EDINBURGH - According to a report in Life and Work, magazine of the [Reformed] 
Church of Scotland (the Kirk) "poor communication about salaries and 


conditions of employment, along with feelings of exploitation and lack of 
support, were among the findings of two psychologists commissioned to look at 
the health of people employed at Kirk headquarters here.' [EPS] 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS DECIDE WHAT TO Ecumenical Press 
DO WHEN WOMEN BECOME BISHOPS Service 88.08.21 


CANTERBURY (England) - Supporters and opponents of the ordination of women 
combined at the Lambeth Conference of the world's Anglican bishops (here, 16 
July-7 August) [EPS 88.07.64,65; 08.01,02,03,14,15,17,18], to agree on how 
relationships can continue among the world's Anglicans when women become 
bishops. 


The resolution, passed 423-28 (19 abstentions), offers no _ collective 
theological judgment on whether women should be Anglican bishops. LS ee 
generally accepted, however, that as communion among Anglicans has been 
‘impaired' since women have been ordained priests, it will be further impaired 
once female bishops are consecrated. 


By Anglican law, each of the world's 27 Anglican provinces is free to make its 
own decisions on the subject. It is widely expected that there will be at 
least one female Anglican bishop within a year - most likely in North America. 


The resolution asks each province to ‘respect the decision and attitudes of 
other provinces', without necessarily agreeing that women can or should be 
ordained. Bishops are to ‘exercise courtesy and maintain communications with 
bishops who may differ, and with any woman bishops.' 


It also calls for a commission to examine relationships once women enter the 
Anglican episcopate. Provinces which consecrate women as bishops are to make 
"pastoral provision for ... clergy and congregations whose opinions differ.’ 


The resolution concludes by recognising the 'serious hurt which would result 
from the questioning by some of the validity of the episcopal acts of a woman 
bishop, and likewise the hurt experienced by those whose conscience would be 
offended by the ordination of a woman to the episcopate.' 


With such wide backing - including by leading opponents of women's ordination 
such as Bishop Graham Leonard of London and Archbishop Donald Robinson of 
Sydney — attention shifted from the main resolution to a supplemental proposal 
by Robinson. 


It likewise makes no explicit theological judgment, but urges that ‘for the 
avoidance of further impairment of communion both within and between churches, 
provinces refrain from consecrating a woman as bishop.' It was defeated, in 
a secret ballot, 187-277. 


Robinson, who said he expected a woman to be consecrated regardless of whether 
or not his resolution was approved, described it as a non-coercive appeal. 
He said the main resolution was a form of 'damage control', like an ‘ambulance 
at the foot of the cliff.' He likened his proposal to a warning sign at the 
cliff's edge. 


But US Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning said a call for restraint ‘is 
to suggest that we not only practice ignorance, but also disobedience to the 
continuing inspiration and revelation of God, and sin against the Holy Spirit 
who leads us from truth to truth. (There are about a thousand female 
Anglican priests in the United States.) 


Later, Leonard and Clarence Pope (bishop of Forth Worth, Texas, in the [US] 
Episcopal Church) said they would require conditional confirmations or 
ordinations for people who move into their dioceses who were confirmed or 
ordained by a female bishop. Leonard also suggested that when an Anglican 
province consecrates a woman as bishop, it should consider withdrawing from 
the Anglican Communion while it seeks reconciliation. But, he said, he 
senses no inclination on the part of such provinces to do that. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Neville G. Callam: ‘A Baptist Call -— Selfless Service' EPS 88.08.22 


Callam has been pastor of Grace-Mineral Circuit of Baptist Churches, May Pen, 
Jamaica, since 1976. He was President of the Jamaica Baptist Union 
1985-1987. This is excerpted from his ‘sermon suggestion’ distributed by the 
Baptist World Alliance in connection with the annual BWA Day. This year's 
theme is ‘Helping the Hurting - Through Jesus Christ‘. 


.-- If the cursed needed the perceptiveness to discern opportunities to 
minister on Christ's behalf, they also needed the selflessness to serve 
without hope of personal reward. This was the virtue of the blessed. They 
also, with surprise, asked, ‘Lord, when did we so minister to you?', and they 
elucidate the stark difference between culpable ignorance and admirable 
innocence. Jesus' reply must certainly have shocked them: ‘As you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.' 


Those who mark out the parameters of ministry by a careful calculation of 
self-interest or '‘'church-interest', those who fail to see that Christian 
ministry is not run on the cost-benefit approach, those who regard ministry as 
the expert devising of strategies for the attainment of selfish ends, need to 
learn that ministry is nothing less than the glad offer of self in the joyous 
service of agape-love. 


Even when the programmes we pursue in the cause of alleviating human misery 
will not significantly impact favourably on our church membership statistics, 
we must fulfil our ministry. Even when our goals will drive us _ from 
comfortable pews to the obscurity of unnoticed side-streets where sinners 
roam, we must minister to people in need. Even when in the cause of serious 
ministry, our good name attracts unfavourable comment in influential quarters, 
we must selfessly serve the people on the fringes. Christian ministry is the 
cultivation of self-forgetfulness in the fertile field of neighbour-love. 


Today, many flee starvation, violence, persecution and repression; the 
Stranger is almost ubiquitous. If Christ goes incognito in refugee camps, 
they are the subject of our concern. We care about the conditions which 
bring about such suffering and estrangement and we come to the aid of the 
homeless. It is not sufficient simply to condemn the Sanctuary Movement for 
Central American refugees, for example. We must love the stranger 
selflessly; we must climb the steps of neighbour-love and so be Christ's 
ambassadors, Nor can we ignore the plight of prisoners, some of whom are 
victimized by our systems of justice. Too many prisoners languish in 
conditions not fit for human habitation where parole is unheard of and mercy 
is extinct. They are the concern of the church. 


We must be like Jesus who responded to failure of friendship with petition to 
service: ‘Feed my lambs’ (John 21:15). He climbed the hill of Calvary and, 
from the peak of silly injustice, served the cause of righteousness and prayed 
for the forgiveness of his detractors. The friend of tax collectors and 
sinners knew the selflessness of service to those in need. He had no 
utilitarian calculus in his head; his was the labour of love in the practice 
of true humanity. 


Jesus cares for those who are hurting, and he identifies with them. He bids 
us who minister in his name to do the same. No amount of quibbling over the 
subjects of the judgement in Jesus' story and no amount of controversy over 
the authenticity of this parable as part of Jesus' teaching will ever undo 
Snteecrico, Baptists of the world identify with the hurting because we are 
Christ's. From the darkness of deprivation, the oppressed will come into the 
light of Christ's love mediated through us. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gabriel Habib: 'Middle East Prayer/Action Suggestions' EPS 88.08.23 


Habib is general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a circular letter sharing ‘some of the worries. and 
expectations’ of the MECC ‘regarding the painful events in the Holy Land'. 


[I] appeal to you to consider the following suggestions for prayer and action: 


bd To express solidarity with the Palestinian people, men and women, young 
and old, who are struggling to recover their human integrity and dignity as 
well as their universally recognized human and political rights. These 
rights, it has always been understood, are not to be fulfilled at the expense 
of the Jewish people whose aspirations to self-fulfilment and nationhood have 
been unfortunately pursued at the expense of the Palestinian people. The 
vicious circle of the victims becoming the oppressors should be broken once 
and for all for the sake of both the Jews and Arabs. Israel must end its 
discriminatory and oppressive policies, including its claims to superiority as 
well as to exclusive rights over the whole land of Palestine. 


2% To call upon the Jewish people to break the ideology of fear and the 
trauma of persecution that seems to underlie the present aggressive policies 
of Israel and its egocentric concept of security requiring the elimination of 
the other instead of negotiation. Such an undertaking would enable the 
Israelis to transform their energy and support for discrimination and 
oppression into solidarity with their neighbours towards justice and peace 
worthy of the prophets of the ancient people of Israel. If this is achieved, 
the people now threatened and oppressed by Israel will be able to discover the 
presently suppressed spiritual values of Judaism. This would help Jews and 
Arabs, whether Christians or Muslims, to draw on their respective spiritual 
heritage and establish a common ethical ground for living together in mutual 
respect, equality and peace. 


33 To give full support to the efforts of the United Nations to create 
immediately an adequate framework for negotiations on the Middle East 
conflict. The USA and the USSR should be urged to facilitate this task and 
cooperate in bringing Israel, the Arab countries, and the legitimate 
representatives of the Palestinian people to negotiate peace and justice in 
the region. This should lead to total withdrawal of Israel from all Arab 
territories on the basis of UN resolutions guaranteeing security for all 
countries of the region, and the implementation of the Palestinian right to 
self-—determination. 


4. To help awaken western fundamentalist Christian groups who are 
unconditionally supporting the modern state of Israel as the fulfilment of 
biblical prophecy and are ... this year [celebrating] the 40th anniversary of 
the State of Israel as a parallel event to the 40 years of the people's 
Passage from Egypt to the - promised _ land. If the international 
manifestations ... through the so-called International Christian Embassy in 
Jerusalem occur unchallenged on the basis of Christian faith and ethics, the 
church's silence will be interpreted as acceptance of the sacralization of the 
modern state of Israel that the majority of the international Jewry does not 
seem to adopt. 


This would mean also simply that the injustice caused by Israel to the 
Palestinian people is willed by God the Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
In the prevailing situation of the Middle East where religion plays an 
increasingly significant role in determining the future relationships between 
peoples and nations, there is no room for ill-informed and biased 'Christian 
Zionist' ideologies that are dangerous distortions of the Christian faith. 
Christians everywhere must reject all concepts of superiority of a particular 
people over any other people within God's creation. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Geneviéve Camus—Jacques: ‘The Palestine Uprising' EPS 88.08.24 


Camus—Jacques is the new general secretary of Cimade, the French ecumenical 
aid and development agency. She has been responsible for human rights and 
refugee work at the World YWCA in Geneva. This is excerpted from a longer 
interview in Soepi, the French-language counterpart of EPS. It was translated 
by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. 


... This is a confrontation between one of the strongest armies in the Middle 
East, armed to the teeth with sophisticated weapons of all kinds, and 
children, adolescents armed only with stones. How can the army justify using 
weapons of war like dum-dum bullets which cause hideous injuries and can 
completely shatter bones? These youngsters are between 15 and 20 years old and 
I saw dozens of them paralysed for life in the hospital in Jerusalem. 


Another thing which I found profoundly shocking was the large-scale use of 
collective punishment. When a few people in a family, or a village or a camp 
demonstrate or act against the will of the Israeli authorities, the army 
retaliates by destroying whole houses or walling up rooms or imposing a curfew 
on the camps or villages. 


And let there be no mistake - curfew means that no one may leave their house, 
and that may go on for days or weeks on end. In the refugee camps the ‘houses’ 
are huts with three rooms at most for families which have an average of seven 
to 10 children. If the curfew is maintained for any length of time, problems 
of food and water supplies very soon arise, as we saw in the camps in Gaza and 
in Jalazone where the curfew was imposed for 40 days. 


It is particularly distressing to think that the people carrying out the 
repression are the children of a people which not so long ago itself suffered 
the same kind of repression, oppression and humiliation. ... 


We should not forget that at the origin of the present tragic situation were 
the anti-semitism and naziism which developed in this Christian West of ours 
and for which Europeans in particular carry a heavy burden of responsibility. 
But in creating the State of Israel, the western powers completely ignored and 
disdained the Arab population which had been living in the region for 
thousands of years. 


Nor should we forget that 10 percent of the Palestinian population is 
Christian. Muslims and Christians are working side by side in their present 
courageous and determined struggle. The sense of guilt which the Christian 
West may - rightly - feel about the suffering of the Jewish people can in no 
way justify perpetuating the fundamentally unjust situation Israel has forced 
on the Palestinians, who have been despoiled of their land and deprived of 
their right to self-—determination. 


There can be no just and lasting solution for one people at the expense of 
another people's rights. The churches must, therefore, commit themselves 
resolutely to obtaining satisfaction of the legitimate claims of the 
Palestinian people and the establishment of a genuine peace based on justice 
and the right of both peoples to exist. ... 


We have to distinguish between the government and the people of Israel. ... 
[Though the prime minister] has adopted a consistently negative position ... a 
growing number of Israelis are extremely upset by what is happening and are 
trying to educate public opinion in their own country on the dangers of the 
existing situation and on the possibility of a solution that would recognize 
the rights of the Palestinians. There will never be peace and security for 
Israel so long as the rights of the Palestinians go unrecognized. [EPS] 
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YMCA HOLDS FIRST-EVER Ecumenical Press 


WORLD WOMEN'S MEETING Service 88.08.25 


ARUBA - Structures of subordination ‘have consistently served to put women in 
their place - a place not just lower than the angels (that is reserved for 
men), but a place lower than their brothers,' said Jurgette Honculada of the 
Philippines in her keynote address to the first-ever World YMCA Women's 
Meeting (here, 2-4 August, just before the llth World Council of YMCAs). 


Forty-eight women from 34 national YMCA movements attended. Bible studies, 
led by Marjorie Lewis-Cooper of Jamaica, focussed on rereading the Bible and 
Christian tradition with women's eyes. 


Assisted by the Sistren Theatre Collective from Jamaica, participants used 
drama to portray realities of women's everyday life in different areas. 


Workshops addressed issues of women and development, culture and religion, 
work, health, law, and violence. 


Notwithstanding the source of the acronymn YMCA (Young Men's Christian 
Association), women make up nearly half the memberships of YMCAs around the 
world (up from less than ten per cent in 1969). 


General Secretary Lee Soo-Min of the Geneva-based World Association of YMCAs, 
expressed hope that the women's meeting will help YMCAs promote more 
consciously ‘the concept and practice of men and women as equal partners in 
shaping a society where there are just relations between all groups of people’. 


He noted that ‘patterns of leadership women are starting to bring into the 


YMCA have a distinct style and identity of their own which is important for 
the YMCA.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical worship workshop held for North America, Caribbean EPS 88.08.26 
TORONTO - Intensive music-making, worship, discussion, and fellowship 
characterized a weeklong worship workshop near here for about 40 participants 
from North America and the Caribbean. It was one in a series sponsored by the 
Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life of the World Council of Churches, 
in advance of its Seventh Assembly, in Australia in early 1991. Observed WCC 
staff member Tosh Arai, a minister of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in 
Japan): ‘We have been so long under the shadow of traditional European and 
North American liturgy and music. In the third world, Christianity is 
growing. That vitality has to be shared with the rest of the world, 
especially areas where the church is losing members.' [EPS] 


WCC‘S CASTRO REFLECTS ON Ecumenical Press 
ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY Service 88.08.27 


HANNOVER - In a rousing summary of his keynote report to the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 11-20 August), WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro surveyed aspects of the ‘witness of a united 
church which can symbolize, anticipate, and serve the reconciliation and unity 
of all humanity and the whole creation' [EPS 88.08.38]. 


In his written report, Castro touched on issues raised by differences in 
understandings of the church and doctrine, cultural variety, and the 
‘encounter between the church as formal and canonical institutions' and 
"specialized visions of witness and Christian obedience’ (such as missionary 
or social-action movements). 


He also reflected on efforts to broaden ecumenical participation by Roman 
Catholics, small church bodies, and conservative evangelicals; differing 
church responses to issues such as peace and racism; and disagreements about 
service to be given in situations of need. 


As for the global ecumenical situation, Castro said: 'We are growing in... 
the mystery of the joy of belonging each to one another. The real difficulty 
lies in the proclamation and articulation of this new reality,' and its 
relation to 'the visible authority of the churches.' 


Castro characterized WCC-Roman Catholic relations as having ‘followed an 
upward curve, with peaks and troughs and accidents. ' 


Sometimes, Castro said, there are dangers if the church over-identifies with a 
particular culture. Such dangers are not real ‘where the churches are a 
minority, or are in opposition to the powers that be, and represent the cause 
of the marginalized or the poor.' But they are quite real when ‘churches come 
to be part of the structures of power,' but "keep a theological rhetoric that 
was appropriate to a situation of weakness and lack of power.’ 


Reflecting on contrasts between more and less formal and official 
manifestations of the church, Castro urged that one ‘avoid false contrasts - 
the idea that the church authorities are a priori conservative, while the 
voluntary movements are a priori progressive.' 


He called the role of ‘organized voluntary movements' within the church 
"absolutely necessary' - ‘doubly useful insofar as they remain in a dynamic, 
dialectical relationship of criticism and cooperation with all levels of the 
church's life' for ‘correction and mutual inspiration. ' 


Castro launched a trial balloon suggesting a ‘two-chamber system' for some WCC 
governing bodies (one chamber being for church leaders), or perhaps a 
‘convocation of church leaders' once or twice a decade. Some committee 
members, however, worried that the WCC role of women, youth, and others who 
tend not to be in church leadership positions would decrease as a result. 


Noting ‘some ambiguity' over the’ years in WCC choices of conflicts on which to 
focus its attention, Castro said the WCC welcomes criticisms ‘as they help us 


_to remain constantly watchful.' He cited WCC debates on Afghanistan and human 
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rights as ‘good illustrations of the tensions we face in our quest for unity.' 


As for differing approaches to service, he cited the example of the ‘painful 
dilemma' in refugee work of ‘helping Christians who come from conflict-ridden 
Situations, but who by leaving these situations are depriving regions of the 
world of a Christian presence.' [EPS] 


WCC MODERATOR OFFERS THOUGHTS ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL THEOLOGICAL THINKING Service 88.08.28 


HANNOVER — Welcoming the WCC Central Committee to the Federal Republic of 
Germany and his home town (site of the office of foreign relations of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany which he heads), Moderator Heinz-Joachim Held 
used his report to reflect on the ‘basic theological convictions to which 
ecumenical theological thinking must be committed' [EPS 88.08.39]. 


WCC activities, Held said, ‘unmistakably reflect the great diversity of the 
fellowship of churches which form the council', both in their confessional and 
theological traditions and in their political and social contexts. 


Without reducing these contextual differences to an ‘ecumenical common 
denominator', he noted, ‘we cannot fail to ask about the overall connections 
and inner dynamic of our task and action. ... What we have to do is to 
rediscover for our ecumenical situation today ... the pressure of our common 
calling.' 


Held structured his written reflections around the ‘three main aims which the 
member churches of the World Council have set themselves: the call to visible 
unity; the call to common mission; and the call to action for justice, peace 
and the integrity of creation'. He held that two aspects of visible church 
unity should become a subject of more explicit theological reflection in the 
WCC - the calling to fellowship with the poor, and the challenge of sharing. 


He called these a ‘natural consequence and a necessary expression’ of the 
church's being a fellowship partaking through grace in the life of God. 
‘Though it seems unlikely that we shall soon be able to break bread together 
in the eucharist, can we not already visibly show our unity in sharing our 
resources, exchanging the goods, gifts and experiences that God in his mercy 
has bestowed on us?' he asked. 


"Besides the preaching that awakens faith, the teaching of justice, and action 
to heal and save endangered life ... should we not give much more place than 
we have hitherto to the priestly dimension in the churches’ overall missionary 
task ... to do justice to the wholeness of missionary action ...?' he asked. 


Noting that in ecumenical discussion of justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) the last of these terms has emerged as the ‘most basic' and 
the ‘most difficult', the moderator called for ‘a God-fearing attitude to 
nature as God's creation .... 


‘Is it not now time that we recognize and state openly that the lack of 
respect for nature and the misuse and destruction of the natural world are not 
simply a question of technical mis-developments but an explicit sin against 
God and what belongs to him?' he asked. 


Preliminary Finance Report 


In a preliminary report to the Central Committee, WCC Finance Committee 
moderator Oscar McCloud urged ‘restraint and prudence' in program planning. 
He suggested that long-term measures needed to keep the WCC ‘'sustainable' into 
the 1990s would ‘alter the way we function'. 


Between 1986 and 1988, he said, the value of member-church contributions to 
the WCC rose 8.5 per cent a year in their original currencies, but the decline 
of the US dollar against the Swiss franc had meant drastic shortfalls 
nonetheless. [EPS] 


KENYA: MOI OFFERS VIEWS Ecumenical Press 
ON VARIOUS CHURCH ISSUES Service 88.08.29 


NATROBI - Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi has offered his views on various 
church-related issues. 


Speaking at the dedication of a church building at Ziwa in Rift Valley 


Province, Moi said it was a shame that some Kenyan church leaders go overseas 
to beg funds for buildings and salaries. He said Kenyan Christians could pay 
themselves for such buildings if they would each tithe (give 10 percent of 
their income to the church). 


At a public rally near here, Moi expressed dismay at a reported call by Kenyan 
Anglican Bishop David Gitari that polygamy be allowed among Christians [EPS 
88.08.02]. 


Subsequently, it became clear here that what Gitari was calling for was a 
change of policy to allow polygamists to become Christians without having to 
send away ail but one of their wives. He was not asking that people already 
Christian be allowed to become polygamists. 


At another public rally, at Kabarnet in Rift Valley Province, Moi said another 
Kenyan Anglican bishop, Alexander Muge, is lying when he says he is being 
hindered by government representatives in the performance of his pastoral 
duties [EPS 88.07.64]. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL SITUATION IN LATIN Ecumenical Press 
AMERICA ARD CARIBBEAN REVIEWED Service 88.08.30 


QUITO (Ecuador) - About 120 participants from more than 90 organizations ina 
Score of countries in Latin America and the Caribbean met here to review the 
ecumenical situation in the two regions. 


Among other things, the group condemned political fragmentation on the 
continent, US economic sanctions against Cuba, violations of Nicaraguan 
sovereignty, the de-stabilization of Panama, dictatorships in Paraguay and 
Chile, general deterioration of living standards, restrictions on democracy, 
and attempted military coups in Argentina, Guatemala, and Haiti. 


The group suggested that as a result of the Second Vatican Counce? truth 
belongs more to the area of doing than to that of knowing’ and the ‘Word of 
God ... continues to reveal itself in human history, in the re-interpretation 
of the church as the people of God, in priesthood as service to the community, 
and in the world as the place where struggles, work, happiness, suffering, and 
Salvation take place.' 


The meeting also took note of what it considered an invasion of the regions by 
‘new religious movements' and the ‘electronic church.' Despite scandals 
affecting some tv evangelists, the meeting said that they generally continue 
to ‘influence the consciousness of the masses with North American civil 
religious values and traditions.'’ 


Looking ahead, participants spoke of the need to concentrate on ‘the option 
for the poor and marginated people' and for some ecumenical efforts to 
‘increasingly affirm’ their church identity. 


They also highlighted the roles of youth and women, and said ecumenical and 
other church groups ‘must join with the indigenous groups and their 
Organizations ... in a great campaign of redress. '[EPS] 


Mexico: RC bishops warn about national stability EPS 88.08.31 
MEXICO CITY -— The conference of bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in Mexico 
has warned that disturbances sparked by controversial results of last month's 
presidential elections could ‘imperil the stability of the country.' The 
bishops urged that the seven opposition parties register by peaceful and 
non-violent means their protests against the victory of PRI, the party which 
has ruled the country for decades. [EPS] 


Jamaica: church reps warn against election violence EPS 88.08.32 
KINGSTON - Church leaders in Jamaica have demanded that participants in the 
upcoming national elections take steps to curb violence associated with the 
campaign. They are trying to avoid a repeat of 1980, in which an estimated 
800 people died in connection with elections then. [EPS] 


USA: church members’ giving in relative decline EPS 88.08.33 
URBANA (Illinois) - A study by the Empty Tomb research organization here has 
concluded that ‘although Americans are richer than ever before, church members 
are finding places other than church to spend their money.' Comparing 1968 
with 1985, Empty Tomb found that the average American had 2511 US dollars more 
to spend. However, during the same period, giving to 31 major US 
denominations increased an average of 49 US dollars, equal to about 2 percent 
of disposable income. [EPS] 


Canada: church group seeks overturn of refugee laws EPS 88.08.34 
TORONTO - The Inter-Church Committee on Refugees, with the support of the 
Canadian Council of Churches, has gone to court to try to have two new 
Canadian refugee laws declared unconstitutional before they take effect next 
January. Legal costs are expected to be about 300,000 Canadian dollars. The 
church representatives say the laws, which make it harder for refugees to be 
accepted in Canada, violate its Charter of Rights and Freedoms. [EPS] 


Canada: church group criticizes free trade with USA EPS 88.08.35 
OTTAWA - GATI-Fly, a Canadian ecumenical coalition with Anglican, Lutheran, 
Reformed (Presbyterian), Roman Catholic, and United participation, has sharply 
criticized a free-trade agreement now being considered by US and Canadian 
legislators. John Dillon, a GATTI-Fly representative, told a parliamentary 
hearing here that the free-trade philosphy is ‘morally unacceptable' because 
it is based on a market ideology incompatible with a Christian world view. 
GATT-Fly Chairperson Geoffrey Johnston charged that free trade is ‘leading 

us toward a world of primitive capitalism.' The free-trade arrangements also 
came under fire from the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and 
Peace. In a statement, ‘Fortress North aAmerica?', it says ‘little 
consideration has been given to the external impacts of the accord on the 
global family at large.' [EPS] 


Zambia: Pentecostals hope for church seat on party body EPS 88.08.36 
LUSAKA - The Pentecostal Fellowship of Zambia has expressed hope that an 
ordained minister will be added to the Central Committee of the country's 
ruling United National Independence Party. Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda 
has announced plans to expand the committee from 25 to 68, by the addition of 
43 part-time members. [EPS] 


Zambia: election of overseas bishop criticized EPS 88.08.37 
LUSAKA - Maiko Gondwe, an executive member of the South Zambia Annual 
Conference of the US-based African Methodist Episcopal Church, has criticized 
the election of Richard Allen Chappelle as bishop of the AMEC district which 
includes Zaire, Tanzania, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Angola, and Zambia. Upon his 
return from the nine-day AMEC General Conference in Dallas, Gondwe complained 
that foreign bishops spend most of their four-year term adjusting to Africa, 
thus hampering development of a ‘great church.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: ‘Conclusions About Christian Unity' EPS 88.08.38 


This is excerpted from the conclusion of the report to the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro [EPS 
88.08.27]. 


... a) We need to recover the passion for unity, discern in the depth of our 
faith its demands; we need to recognize that our being in Christ implies being 
with the others and for the others. Every aspect of a World Council of 
Churches programme must be seen as serving this vision, passion and conviction. 


b) We need to make progress in the quest for models which can express the 
growing reality of our common belonging to the same ecclesial tradition. 
Faith and Order has a specific responsibility here - to help us to give 
content to the idea of conciliar communion, and to put on the agenda for 
discussion the relationship between the perennial tradition of the church and 
the exercise of authority in the actual churches - not just as a theological 
problem about the recognition of holy orders ... but also as a practical 
recognition of the type of authority necessary for acknowledging the unity 
that already exists, and serving and celebrating it. 


c) In all the dimensions we have mentioned, it is essential to have a closer 
and more direct relation with and between the churches. The working structure 
of the World Council enables it to adopt a prophetic attitude and generate 
ideas and challenges to the churches. This dimension has been important in the 
life of the council and has undoubtedly served the churches. But it is 
essential that we should listen more to what the Holy Spirit is already doing 
within each church community. Regional approaches must be more visible in the 
council's structure and service. 


d) Perhaps the moment is ripe to start a study of the organization and style 
we have given ourselves, and to recover our identity comprehensively and 
pastorally as a movement and give ourselves the flexibility necessary to 
respond to the challenges of unity in the horizon of the Kingdom of God. 


Perhaps our present structure multiplies ad infinitum the number of programs 
and divides our human efforts into watertight compartments, making it 
impossible for the churches to follow through all the work taking place in 
their name. An organization which would permit the formation § and 
transformation of ad hoc groups to cope with the needs discerned in the 
ecumenical dialogue could be in a better position to support the quest for 
unity than our present program sub-units. 


e) We need to deepen the eschatological vision of the coming kingdom, as a 
support and inspiration for our ecumenical pilgrimage. 


f) ... The experiences of the WCC during its 40 years of life confirm for us 
the faithfulness of the Holy Spirit. Again and again we have entered into 
situations of conflict that seemed to have no way out. Again and again, the 
spectre of division among us has raised its head. 


But we have always found the resources to face situations, maintaining 
fellowship in faithfulness to gospel convictions. We have learned to live out 
the tension of our separation in the expectation of its being overcome through 
the action of the Spirit of God. 


We have learned to live in epiklesis, in the permanent invocation of a 
presence which alone is capable of guaranteeing the WCC's place in the 
perennial tradition of the church, in its essential, in its fundamental 
reality in the Trinity of God. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Heinz—Joachim Held: ‘Ecumenical Theological Thinking‘ EPS 88.08.39 


This is excerpted from the report of the moderator to the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches [EPS 88.08.28]. 


I should like to refer here to two aspects of visible church unity which 
must, in my view, be brought much more explicitly into our theological and 
ecclesiological reflections. One is our calling to fellowship with the poor 
and the other is the challenge of sharing. Though these two things do not 
constitute the being and essence of the church as a fellowship partaking 
through grace in the life of the Triune God, they are undoubtedly a natural 
consequence and a necessary expression of that fellowship. ... 


Neither solidarity with the poor nor. ecumenical sharing of resources are 
ecclesiologically insignificant or in any way a side issue. If we keep before 
us the account in the Acts of the Apostles of the development and life of the 
primitive community in Jerusalem (Acts 2:37-47), we see that both constitute a 
mark of the church founded and filled by the Holy Spirit as the community of 
those who received the gospel and were baptized. Both are part of the ‘common 
life in Christ’ which, according to the aims of the WCC set out in its 
constitution, is an expression of visible unity - not the only one, but 
nevertheless a not unimportant one. 


I am well aware that we have not yet achieved fellowship in the one faith at 
the one table of the Lord and that further steps towards that goal will not be 
quick and easy to find. We cannot as yet celebrate fellowship in worship in 
the full sense of partaking in the sacraments. Nonetheless, I ask whether 
resource sharing is not already possible in a wide sense as an expression of 
our as yet incomplete but nevertheless real fellowship in Christ and in his 
gospel. 


Though it seems unlikely that we shall soon be able to break bread together in 
the eucharist, can we not already visibly show our unity in sharing our 
resources, exchanging the goods, gifts, and experiences that God in his mercy 
has bestowed on us? ... 


It cannot be repeated too often that resource sharing does not have only a 
material dimension -—- though it does of course have that, and in no small 
measure -— and that it is not just a matter of some people giving and 
contributing for others. 


The Apostle Paul made that quite clear in what he sald about giving and 
receiving in the fellowship of the church in his second letter to the 
Corinthians (2 Cor. 8 and 9). Sharing also means receiving - this is something 
we have to learn and it is by no means easier than giving. For it means 
entering into the experience and concerns of others, assuming their burdens 
and hopes, their strengths and their weaknesses, without being arrogant or 
impatient; it means being more self-effacing, though without denying one's own 
experiences and concerns. 


That is undoubtedly a reciprocal process. First and foremost it requires each 
of us individually to make the difficult effort of putting ourself in the 
other's place and standing where he or she is. That applies in the churches' 
encounter with one another just as it does in inter-cultural dialogue or in 
commitment to the poor and oppressed in their struggle for justice and human 
dignity. Such receptivity to others is not only essential to genuine sharing 
but, in the words of the Apostle Paul is quite simply a fundamental 
prerequisite for achieving church unity. ... A humble sharing of the 
experience of others is a form of discipleship on the way to the visible unity 
of the church. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Reflections on Proselytism in Ethiopia’ EPS 88.08.40 


This is excerpted from the April/May issue of the evangelism newsletter of 
the World Council of Churches. Raymond Fung, WCC evangelism secretary, 
observes that proselytism involves 'not just religious affiliation,’ but also 
questions about ‘freedom of the individual, dignity of the family, integrity 
of the nation-tribe, and, let us not mince words, power and politics." He 
offers two excerpts from correspondence which highlight the conflicts: "An 
Orthodox bishop, who is a dear friend of our family, once again urged me to 
come back to the fold. My God! After 145 years, our church is still told 
that it is illegitimate!' And: 'Despite good will and cooperation, I know 
western missionaries today still assume that Orthodox Christians who have a 
personal faith and who diligently work at the Scriptures, will find it 
difficult to remain in the Orthodox faith.' 


[The first item is excerpted from material supplied by the general secretariat 
of the country's Oriental Orthodox bishops. Oriental Orthodoxy is the form of 
Christianity espoused by most Ethiopian Christians. ] 


-.. After the 16th century, first the Catholic missionaries and later the 
Protestant missionaries slowly started coming into Ethiopia and they started 
large-scale and aggressive proselytizing work ... [and] religious disputes 
became the cause of much bloodshed and turmoil in the country. ... Proselytism 
against our church is carried on in a variety of ways ...: 


Infiltration of EOC institutions: There are several attempts made by the 
agents of proselytism to infiltrate EOC institutions with the purpose of 
weakening or diluting their influence. The main target of this infiltration 
is the Sunday school. There are at present over 4500 properly functioning and 
adequately organized Sunday schools within the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 
Some children or youth who belong to other churches infiltrate our Sunday 
schools in a deliberate plan to undermine the position of the Sunday schools 
and to lull the enthusiasm of the children in their Orthodox faith and 
education. On ‘the other hand, they counterpose. themselves as the most 
authentic alternatives in the service of the Lord. 


Vicious campaigns: In various platforms, in groups or at individual levels, 
opportunities are not missed to agitate against Orthodox Christian faith and 
practice. ... [Aspects of Oriental Orthodoxy are] falsely made the objects of 
attack, and even of ridicule. These are done to blur.the perspectives of the 
members of the church, and to reduce their confidence and love to their church. 


Blurring distinctions: Where infiltration of EOC grassroot institutions and 
the organized campaigns become counterproductive or where the laity of EOC are 
tenuous and resilient, they resort to a more refined and subtle approach. 
There is no rhetoric lacking to persuade others to believe that there are no 
real differences between Orthodox faith and the other denominations. To prove 
this, they imitate our ceremonies and practices. They try to appropriate for 
themselves the historical and liturgical tradition of our church. These are 
in fact all masks to hide their actual work of proselytism. ... Prominent EOC 
members are sought after in the endeavour of other Christian denominations to 
proselytize EOC congregations. 


Proselytism through famine handouts: ... Foreign-based Christian denominations 
with better resources and organization have performed very commendable relief 
and rehabilitation operations in Ethiopia. They have operated also in 
Predominantly Orthodox Christian areas. There are frequent attempts made to 
make the famine-stricken population abandon their Orthodox faith. ... The 
acceptance of the new faith is sometimes made a precondition for a sustained 
Programme of assistance. ... [over] 


ethiopia/2 


[The paper concludes by suggesting ‘facing the challenge' of proselytism by 
‘education of the laity' and ‘strengthening ecumenical cooperation,’ both 
nationally and internationally. Then it concludes:] The World Council of 
Churches should work towards goals and measures to avoid proselytism among 
Christian denominations, which has now become a major obstacle to serious 
ecumenical brotherhood and cooperation. 


*x* ** xk KX *x* ** kx ** *x* *x* 


[This ‘letter from two sisters in Addis Ababa' is a composite text based on a 
series of letters. The writers asked not to be named, and that specific 
references be removed. ] 


--.- We could have said we are still Orthodox Christians. But that would not 
be very honest. Today, we belong to the family of the Ethiopian Evangelical 
[Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus. The church has protected us and 
nurtured us. Her arms were open to us when we were in doubt. She took us in 
in our suffering. 


Our family has always been Orthodox. Our father and mother brought us up 
Orthodox. We did nothing and wished for nothing other than Orthodox. So the 
one thing that our father asked of us before allowing us to choose our own way 
was never to use bad words on the Orthodox Church. He was in deep pain: ‘If 
you pour scorn on the [Orthodox] church, you pour scorn on me and on your 
people.' We knelt as we gave our promise. That was some ten years ago. 


Please do not ever think it was an easy thing to leave the church we were born 
into. We did not leave the Orthodox Church in order to have fun with young 
men. We did not do so in order to sing immoral western songs in a dark room. 
It was not easy to convince father of our joy of speaking to Jesus and to his 
Spirit. It was so hard to face the priest, his pleas and admonitions, and the 
malicious gossip of neighbours. 


Our walk with Jesus began in the last years of secondary schooling. Several 
classmates invited us to join a Bible study group at the home of a European 
medical missionary. She opened our eyes to the Word of God. ... We shared our 
ideas, our dreams, our difficulties. Then we turned to the Bible and together 
sought the will of the Heavenly Father. ‘What is God saying to us today 
through this text?' What a simple question! When we first heard it, it came 
as a big spring gushing out into an arid land. ... 


There waS so much to learn. Every piece of Bible learning thrilled our mind. 
We took turns to prepare and lead the meeting. We cared for each other with 
the help of the Word of God. Later on, we two became part of a puppet show, 
and we enacted Gospel stories in orphanages and old people's homes. All this 
time, we remained faithful Orthodox. We followed the faith of our fathers. 
SE [A spiritual revival which swept Ethiopia,] was a turning point in our 
lives. Henceforth it was not possible not to change. ... 


In the early days of the 1970s, many of our leaders were picked up by the 
security police. Some priests were helping the authorities. It was a dark 
period. We were frightened. We all the more sought the guidance of the 
Spirit. Many of us left the city and fled to the countryside. Some of our 
most beloved brothers and sisters in the movement were picked up. We could no 
longer meet. We are sure that our parents at the time were suffering with 
us. One evening, my father came home with our priest. We tried to talk to 
one another. But we could not make him understand. There was no turning 
back. The Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus was open to us. She was ready to 
take us “inoshe1 [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kwok Nai-wang: 'The Church in Hong Kong' EPS 88.08.41 


Kwok is the outgoing general secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council. 
This is excerpted from a presentation, ‘The Hong Kong Experiment - One 
Country, Two Systems: A Report on Current Hong Kong Situation to European 
Friends', he gave during a visit to Europe in June. In 1984, after two years 
of negotiation, the governments of China and the United Kingdom signed an 
agreement under which Hong Kong reverts from UK to Chinese control in 
mid-—1997. 


... After the Second World War, the church in Hong Kong, aided first by the 
support of overseas churches, then by the Hong Kong government and the wider 
community (partly through the Community Chest and the Jockey Club) did well in 
responding to the needs of the community. They served hundreds and thousands 
of refugees from China in the 1950s. Time and again the church took the 
initiative in relief work, in social work, in medicine and health, and in 
education. Right now, more than 20 percent of the medical work, more than 40 
percent of the education and more than 60 percent of the social welfare are 
provided by the churches or ‘church agencies. The church in Hong Kong did 
more than its share as a service provider. 


The church from time to time also supported, or at least permitted, Christians 
or Christian agencies to speak up on public policies affecting the livelihood 
of the masses. On the whole, all these efforts were well appreciated. 


But since the Sino-British accord came into force, the needs of Hong Kong have 
changed. The most crucial ones are the development of a representative 
government in Hong Kong, the nurturing of political leaders, and political 
education. The church on the whole is not equipped to do these. Worse 
still, the institutional church is so afraid of change that it views those 
Christians who respond to the changing needs as trouble-makers. There have 
been signs of suppression within the institutional churches in the past two 
years in Hong Kong. 


The Hong Kong Christian Council, whose membership consists of 19 mainline 
denominations or ecumenical organizations, used to play a leading role in 
responding to the needs of society. In the past two years, this role of the 
council has faded out almost completely. 


Many ecumenical leaders and strong supporters of the council were not sent by 
their respective churches. Without them, the council's executive committee 
became very inward-looking. The leadership explained that there was no 
consensus within the member churches/organizations regarding how to deal with 
controversial issues, hence the council should not act. In sum, these church 
leaders have made the council respond in the same conservative way as the 
institutional churches. 


The institutional churches may find it difficult to speak because of the many 
burdens they have to bear. It is precisely for this reason that they should 
allow the council to act more freely (which has been the model of operation in 
the council's 34 years of history). In this crucial period of time, the 
church, not a party with vested interests, has a significant role to play. 
It can be the voice of the voiceless. It should try to make sure that the 
future of Hong Kong is not for a few, but for all. 


If the institutional churches fail to respond to the dire needs of the entire 
society, then new Christian organizations will be formed. One hundred 
concerned Christians have recently founded the Hong Kong Christian 
Institute. This will attempt to mobilize Christians to address the current 
political needs in Hong Kong. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Liberative Potential of Third World Religions' EPS 88.08.42 


This material from the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians 
comes in the wake of its consultation on ‘religion and liberation', last 
December in New Delhi [EPS 88.02.25] 


[A] rapid survey of the liberative elements in the Third World religions 
has thrown up striking points of convergence. South Korean Shamanism 
resembles the popular religiosity of the Philippines in its closeness to the 
cosmos and its recognition of women as valid religious intermediaries. The 
bhakti sects of Hinduism recall protest movements in mediaeval Christianity, 
where too religious enthusiasm was closely allied to aspirations for social 
change. 


The theological interpretations of revivalist Islam are often strikingly 
similar to those proposed by Latin American and black theologies of 
liberation. And while the symbols in which they are expresssed may differ 
considerably, there is a remarkable similarity between the utopias envisioned 
by Vedic socialism, revivalist Islam, and Christian theologies of liberation. 


Such convergences are not accidental. They are due partly to mutual 
interaction between the different religions of the world. For in our global 
village religions cannot hope to develop in complete isolation from one 
another. 


Christian theologies of liberation have not gone unnoticed in non-Christian 
cultures - just as Gandhian non-violence, a contemporary expression of the 
age-old Hindu-Jain tradition of ahimsa (non-injury to living beings) has 
influenced Christian-inspired black struggles for liberation in the United 
States and in South Africa. 


The actualization of this liberative potential is an urgent need today. It 
is urgent both for Third World liberation and for Third World religion. The 
Third World is a profoundly religious world. Its masses are largely untouched 
by the secularization affected by their westernized elites. Religion remains 
for them a primary determinant, for their lives are still shaped by the mythic 
world-views and the static value-systems of their ancestral religions. Any 
movement of liberation which pretends to speak out of the real-life experience 
of Third World peoples, and to address their real situation in a language 
which they can understand, must, therefore, speak to them in the language of 
their religion. 


Third World liberation movements urgently need, therefore, theologies of 
liberation which will interpret (as Latin American liberation theology has 
done) the power-filled symbols of their particular religious worlds in a 
liberative way. 


Without such theologies of liberation, Third World religions too might find it 
difficult to survive. The inability to speak a genuinely liberative word in 
a world which is rapidly becoming conscious of its situation of radical 
oppression, would soon show up a religion as obsolete. 


It is, we believe, precisely the emergence of political theology in Europe, 
Black theology in the United States, and liberation theology in Latin America, 
that brought back a measure of significance to a domesticated Christianity, 
that was rapidly becoming irrelevant in the Christian countries of the 
post-modern world. 


Third World theologies of liberation may similarly give life to threatened 
Third World religions. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/L.R. Bawla: 'The Church in Burma' EPS 88.08.43 


This item is adapted from material distributed by the London-based Council 


for World Mission. Bawla is mission secretary of the Presbyterian Church of 
Burma. 


For the past two decades, the yearly average of new believers has been at a 
much higher figure. In October we had recorded only 41 new souls for 1987 - 
by no means a sign of sluggishness of the church. Emphasis was given that 
year to the training of field workers, reshaping modes of work, consolidating 
the new believers and driving the pegs home. 


More haste, less speed. To go faster, training of workers to cope with the 
demanding task of pastoring more than 3000 new believers won for Christ is 
compulsory, and having housing facilities for all workers in the field, 
especially regional towns which serve as sub-centres for mission work is now 
priority. 


We therefore serve notice to our adversary, Satan, that there is not and never 
will be, a turning back on our part. We shall go forward, always. 


With monetary help from CWM, an artesian well to the depth of 140 feet has 
been dug out at Letpanchaung town, ten miles from Tahan-Kalemyo. The water 
springs up to four feet above ground. This will be enough to give a water 
supply to more than 100 families in the town, three fish ponds within the 
farm, and 300 coconut trees which are beginning to bear fruit. 


Last September the Burmese government issued an ordinance saying that 25-, 
35-, and 75-kyat currency notes issued by the Union of Burma Bank had ceased 
to be legal tender with immediate effect. Thus an estimated 75 percent of 
money in circulation suddenly became worthless. 


Few Presbyterians, perhaps five percent of them, have their money in banks, as 
most of them live in rural areas. Therefore, church-giving of all kinds 
suddenly fell deeply, and roughly 90 percent of church money became 'dead' in 
the hands of treasurers of various church organizations. 


The exact figure of dead money cannot be determined now, but my own estimation 
is that not less than 200,000 kyats meant for synod/assembly budgets is 


worthless. An equal amount of money may have become dead at local church 
treasuries. 


What impact this financial crisis will have on church life is anybody's 
guess. Normal church work and activities are sure to be minimised. It may 
even be necessary to recall some of our missionaries unless some sort of 
"miracle' is happening. 


It may not be normal practice for a mission board to run an orphanage. But 
the Presbyterian Church of Burma Mission Board does. The undertaking, 
though, is not voluntary. It was forced upon us. 


Love knows no boundary. Many Dhai infants die because of amoral tribal 
customs. Babies born out of wedlock whose parents cannot marry due to tribal 
rites rarely survive. Their father usually puts them in a basket and hangs 
them in a tree at the outskirts of the village and the child dies. 


To save the children's lives and in the hope that this bad practice and custom 
may be stopped, an orphanage came to exist there. A baby home is now under 
construction at Mindat town. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Epistle from Quaker Mission and Service Conference’ EPS 88.08.44 


This letter, 'to Friends everywhere,' was released after the Fifth Mission 
and Service Conference. It met in April. Participants came from the 
Evangelical Friends Church; American and Canadian Friends Service Committees; 
Quaker Service Australia, Quaker Peace and Service of the London and Ireland 
Yearly Meetings; New Zealand Quaker Peace and Service; Guatemala and El 
Salvador Yearly Meeting; INELA Bolivia; Quaker UN Office in Geneva; Southern 
Africa Yearly Meeting; FWCC World Office and Sections for the Americas, 
Africa, and Europe and the Near East; San Jose and Monteverde Friends in Costa 
Rica; East Africa Yearly Meeting (South); Friends United Meeting; Northwest 
[US] Yearly Meeting; Woodbrooke College; and Evangelical Friends Mission. 


. Diversity is a gift from God for which we should be profoundly grateful. 


... We have experienced a new growth in tolerance and understanding of the way 
obedience to the promptings of the Spirit can be recognised and expressed. 
The imperative for some to carry forth the Gospel in their ministering to the 
needs of others, and the essential for all that is God's will that ‘excites 
our endeavours' has comforted divisive pains of the past, and helped us to 
recognize our need for forgiveness. 


Quaker evangelism is a proclamation of God's love. We have been made aware 
that we must witness to what God has shown us and listen to what God has shown 
others. 


As Quakers, we have a common heritage of dedication to the ways of peace and 
reconciliation, and a determination to promote just relationships between all 
people, We are conscious of the glorious uniqueness of every person, and 
wish to celebrate the diversity of language, culture, history, and religious 
expression that this brings. 


By the process of sharing together something of our own natures and our 
spiritual paths, we prepared the way for openness and patient exploration of 
other's needs, doubts, and joys as we met in greater closeness in small groups. 


In acknowledging differences, we could develop dialogue, but we know that when 
seas and space separate us we will need faithfulness to remain in loving 
relationship. We need to communicate more readily with each other the 
difficulties of our+tasks and the pain of our failures. 


We all live in communities which exercise power by some to _ produce 


powerlessness for others. The inequalities of our world produce violence 
that we often cannot reduce, nor can we ignore that we too can so easily be 
part of the very situations we wish to address. Can we be enabled by God's 


power to use differences amongst ourselves in a creative way? 


We wish to minister to the poor, the needy, and dispossessed in the world; to 
the oppressed and the oppressor. Can we so interpret ‘that of God' within 
ourselves to do this in the way wanted by those who receive, or are we too 
often lacking in enough humility that we want to do it our way? Those of us 
who are economically privileged have acknowledged sadly that we too often lack 
receptivity to being ministered to. . 


We need to watch with care the words we use in sharing our beliefs, and allow 
our words to express our tenderness for each other even when they must reveal 
difference. We can perhaps now more readily say, ‘it is not my truth that 
matters but God's truth", and realize that part of the function of faith is to 
acknowledge that it is beyond our complete understanding. ... [EPS] 
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(The address for all three of the following is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.) A 
progress report (covering the period from the beginning of last year till now) 
on the Ecumenical Decade - Churches in Solidarity With Women is available 
from WCC/Women. The 1987 WCC financial report is available from 
WCC/Finance. A packet of resource material on the international debt crisis 
is available from WCC/CCPD. Besides a bibliography and a list of contacts, it 
includes: 

~ 'A Plea for a New Ethic on the Debt Question' (Julio de Santa Ana) 

—- 'Theological Reflection on the Debt Crisis in Africa' (Marie Giblin MM) 

- 'Theological Reflection on Foreign Debt' (Hugo Assmann) 

- ‘Our External Debt is Killing Us' (a Latin American Bible study) 

~ 'The Impact of the Debt Crisis on Women' (Lynne Jones) 

— 'Message to the Churches' (from a church seminar on external debt last 
March in Sao Paulo, Brazil) 

— ‘West European Ecumenical Consultation on the Debt Problem of the ACP 
Countries' (final statement from a conference in Brussels last May) 

- ‘Coping with the Debt Crisis - Touchstone of North-South Relations' 
(extracts from a statement issued last May by the Advisory Commission for 
Development Affairs of the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany) 

-'Philippine Freedom from Debt Coalition’ (statement from last May) 


EPS copy deadlines (7h00 GMT) are Wednesday, 31 August, Tuesdays 6 and 13 
September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 16 August. The next is scheduled 
for 19 August. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 
26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch 
guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish Kronor, 175 Indian 
rupees, 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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Ecumenical appeal follows Sudan floods EPS 88.08.45 
GENEVA - The World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation have 
issued a joint appeal for 800,000 US dollars for food aid following major 
floods this month in Sudan. The two organizations also announced a series of 
four air lifts of such items as tents, blankets, water purifying tablets, 
soap, food, and medicine. [EPS] 


Finland: 500th anniversary of country's first book EPS 88.08.46 
TURKU - Worship in the Lutheran cathedral here (17 August) was scheduled to 
mark the 500th anniversary of the first book printed for Finland - a liturgy 
book, Missale Aboense. The church in other Nordic countries, as well as 
Finnish civil authorities and the Vatican, were represented. [EPS] 


International Serbian exhibition on Sava church mounted EPS 88.08.47 
BELGRADE - The 13th-century Archbishop Sava (Namanjic) is revered as founder 
of the autocephalous (independent) Serbian form of Eastern Orthodoxy. He is 
also a major cultural figure. Now, the Serbian Orthodox Church is in the 
midst of a major building project on Vracar hill here, where Turks burned 
Sava's relics four centuries ago. According to a church report, the new 
church complex going up is 'not only a question of national prestige, but also 
proof of the current state of faith and witness in the region.’ A church- 
organized exhibition on the subject is travelling internationally. [EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
MARKS ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY Service 88.08.48 


HANNOVER ~ In a 14th-century, brick church in the city centre, members of the 
governing Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, and hundreds of 
others, celebrated and gave thanks (14 August) for the WCC's 40 years. 


The large Market Church, site of the televised, multi-lingual, multi-cultural, 


one-hour act of worship, was damaged extensively during and rebuilt after 
World War II. 


The WCC too was affected by that war's devastation -— bringing together people 
from countries which only recently had been bitter enemies, and offering 
international, ecumenical help in response to such war-related issues as the 
plight of refugees in Europe. 


But if the WCC's origins are ‘predominantly, though not exclusively, European 
and North American, the global nature of its current fellowship was reflected 
in the anniversary liturgy. Melodies from Russia and Africa were juxtaposed 
with old standards of European origin such as 'Now Thank We All Our God.' The 
dozen or so worship leaders came from many countries and Christian traditions. 


In his sermon [EPS 88.08.53], WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said those 
who formally constituted the WCC at its first assembly, in Amsterdam in August 
1948, believed it ‘possible to overcome centuries of indifference and even 
hatred among Christians, to surmount the history of wars of religion, and to 
affirm that in God's loving will, we are one people and must show that unity.’ 


Speaking from a raised pulpit against the backdrop of a large, centuries-old, 
21-panel, altar piece depicting scenes from Jesus' passion and resurrection, 
Castro concluded that the ecumenical movement will always be ‘polemical 

the projection of the cross of our Lord, the continuation of his redeeming 
love, a call to Christian discipleship. 


‘It will always speak out ... against the oppression of the poor, and... 
joyfully proclaim the ... new life which God confirmed once and for all in the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ,' he added. 


As the tempers of the times when the six WCC assemblies met were recalled 
(Amsterdam, 1948; Evanston, near Chicago, 1954; New Delhi, 1961; Uppsala, 
1968; Nairobi, 1975; Vancouver, 1983), the assembly themes were attached to a 
large circular frame. 


When the last piece was in place, as the congregation sang alleluias, the ring 
was hoisted high above, revealing the outline of a ship - chief symbol of the 
ecumenical movement. 


The congregation was then led by Castro in a commitment to ‘ventures of faith 
and horizons of ministry to which God is calling us at this present time.' 


After worship, messages were read from the president of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, the president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, and [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I. 


Six people who were at the First Assembly then briefly recalled what was most 
memorable to them about the WCC's founding. Thereupon, the congregation sang 
a hymn featured at that assembly, ‘Yours is the Glory,' and adjourned for an 
evening of ecumenical singing, eating, conversation, and information-—sharing 
in the adjacent square. [EPS] 


THEME PROPOSED FOR ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 88.08.49 


HANNOVER - The Assembly Planning Committee (APC) of the World Council of 
Churches has proposed a theme and four sub-themes for the next WCC assembly, 
set for February 1991 in Canberra, the capital of Australia. 


From the 40 theme proposals it considered, the APC recommended ‘Come Holy 
Spirit - Renew the Face of the Earth'. Its meaning would be unfolded in four 
subthemes: 


- ‘Giver of Life - Sustain your Creation!' 
‘Spirit of Truth -— Set us Free!' 

- ‘Spirit of Unity - Reconcile your People!’ 
‘Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us!'. 


Introducing the APC report to the meeting here (11-20 August) of the WCC 
Central Committee, APC moderator Avery Post (USA, president of the United 
Church of Christ) spoke of two 'fundamental hallmarks' he hopes will 
characterize the next assembly - simplicity and coherence. 


He noted that it is to run for four fewer days than the last assembly (in 
Vancouver in 1983), and that at least 75 per cent of the approximately 900 
delegates will be attending their first such meeting. 


Post said having an assembly theme formulated as a prayer is a consequence of 
‘our most natural approach to the Spirit.' 


The petition in the proposed theme - renew the face of the earth (using poetic 
language from Psalm 104:30) - ‘expresses the passionate commitment of the 
church to the world,' he added. 


Whether the proposed themes and subthemes do justice to what Post referred to 
as ‘the richness of the biblical material about the Spirit' was the burden of 
comments during a plenary on assembly plans at the Central Committee sessions. 


US Methodist Diana Eck found it odd that a theme and subthemes in the form of 
prayer have nothing to say about prayer itself and the Spirit's role in it. 


Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan Antonie of Transylvania (Romania) noted that the 
relation of the Holy Spirit to the sacraments is lacking. 


Ghanaian Presbyterian Noah Dzobo said a missing element, important in the 
church in Africa, is ‘gifts of the Spirit', in particular the gift of healing. 


Gyula Nagy (Hungary, Lutheran) remarked that the subthemes speak of the work 
of the Spirit but not of who the Spirit is - a critical point in 
distinguishing the Holy Spirit from other spirits, he said. 


Alexei Bichkov (Baptist, USSR) urged including the name of Jesus Christ (as in 
most previous assembly themes), so that the theme could become ‘close to the 
heart of our believers'. 


Other members were concerned about the theme's theological complexity. 


The earlier assembly themes were 'Man's Disorder and God's Design' (Amsterdam, 
1948); ‘Christ, the Hope of the World' (Evanston, 1954); ‘Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World' (New Delhi, 1961); ‘Behold, I Make All Things New’ 
(Uppsala, 1968); ‘Jesus Christ Frees and Unites' (Nairobi, 1975); and ‘Jesus 
Christ - the Life of the World' (Vancouver, 1983). [EPS] 


WCC COMMITTEE DISCUSSES PEACE, Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION Service 88.08.50 


HANNOVER - A ‘jubilee’ in 1991 may be an occasion for Christians in 
Switzerland to call their country, celebrating its 700th anniversary, to look 
beyond ‘folklore and festivals' to the crisis of international debt - much of 
it owed to Swiss banks. 


A 'jubilee' in 1995 may be a chance for the Korean church, which is ‘inserting 
itself into the vortex of hatred' on the Korean peninsula, to take steps 
toward a covenant for peace in East Asia in general and in Korea in particular 
(which by then will have been divided for half a century). 


Those are two examples of possible concrete action emerging from the 1983 call 
by the World Council of Churches for a 'conciliar process of mutual commitment 
to justice, peace, and the integrity of creation’ (JPIC). 


They were mentioned respectively by Swiss theologian Marga Biihrig (one of the 
seven WCC presidents) and Korean theologian Kim Yong-Bock. They introduced 
the first plenary session on JPIC issues scheduled for the meeting here (11-20 
August) of the WCC Central Committee. 


During the discussion, 10 people gave accounts of JPIC activities in their 
region, or voiced concerns about substantive issues JPIC raises for the WCC 
and its members. 


Pacific Conference of Churches General Secretary Sione Motu'ahala outlined a 
five-year (1989-1993) plan of formal and informal efforts to tap Pacific 
Christians' biblical and theological resources in analyzing threats to life in 
these widely scattered island nations. 


Willem van der Zee, general secretary of the Council of Churches in the 
Netherlands, spoke of a three-year process begun in May 1987 in his country. 


This, he said, has involved the whole Dutch church, making it likely JPIC 
themes will be reflected in Dutch political-party platforms. 


Aram Keshishian, an Oriental Orthodox (Armenian) archbishop in Lebanon, 
regretted that a regional overview of JPIC activities prepared for this 
meeting did not include the Middle East. 


There, he said, experience shows that the ‘prime cause and first target of 
threats to creation' is ‘man's inhumanity to man' — a theme he believes has 
not been expressed sharply enough in JPIC discussions go far. 


Stewards (volunteer helpers) Paul Allen and Janice Fountain urged the 
committee to ‘listen to the voices of young people' who, ‘though we have not 
had enough information about the JPIC process as it has developed in the WCC, 
have been involved in issues of justice, peace and the integrity of creation’. 


It has been recommended that the WCC JPIC process include a 550-participant 
"world convocation’ on JPIC issues in Seoul 5-13 March 1990. 


However, some committee members here proposed instead a meeting of a 50-—person 
JPIC working party, with some activities proposed for the convocation shifted 
to the WCC Seventh Assembly, in Canberra (Australia) in February 1991. 


Committee decisions on JPIC were scheduled later during the meeting here. 
[EPS] 


QUAKERS HOLDING Ecumenical Press 
WORLD TRIENNIAL Service 88.08.51] 


TOKYO - About 250 Quakers from three dozen countries were expected at 
International Christian University here this month (19-27 August) for the 17th 
Triennial Meeting of the London-based Friends World Committee for Consultation. 


Theme of this gathering was ‘Worship: Uncovering Our Paths to God.' 
Participants came from the diverse worship traditions within Quakerism - from 
silent meetings for worship to those with hymn singing and sermons. Small 
groups for worshipping together were planned to let Friends widen their 
experience and understanding of forms of Quaker worship other than their own. 


FWCC is the international Quaker body which groups most of the world's Quaker 
yearly meetings (national bodies), and other Quaker entities. 


Major business items on the triennial agenda included Quaker participation in 
the WCC emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC), 
refugees, male-female equality, and organization of a Quaker world conference 
in 1990, projected to take place in three parts of the world. 


Reporting at the triennial meeting were FWCC regional sections (Europe and 
Near East, Americas, Africa, Asia-West Pacific), and the two Quaker UN Offices 
(in New York and Geneva). 


The triennial was the first in Asia. Japanese Quakers helped organize 
activity groups to give participants a chance to have some contact with 
Japanese culture in the forms of calligraphy, ikebana, Zen meditation, and a 
traditional tea ceremony. [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: REACTION TO Ecumenical Press 
REGIONAL PEACE PROPOSAL Service 88.08.52 
WINDHOEK - In a statement from its associate general secretary, Vezera 


Kandetu, the Council of Churches in Namibia welcomed (12 August) ‘with joy the 
significant developments ... with regard to the possible peaceful resolution' 
of conflicts in Angola and Namibia. 


However, the statement also refers to the ‘atmosphere of strained scepticism 
[which] pervades the public's reception of these developments,' and notes that 
in the northern Namibian war zone, ‘there is in fact a marked build-up of 
South African military forces and equipment. While this may have certain 
tactical reasons, it seems ... to belie the stated peaceful intent.' 


It also refers to ‘conflicting and confusing statements' from South African 
authorities here which ‘directly contradict the intrinsic spirit of UNSCR 435 
[the UN resolution which outlines a process for Namibian independence] and the 
announced agreements. 


These and other developments, Kandetu observes, 'prevent us from unconditional 
euphoria. ... We have been betrayed by double talk and double standards 
before, to the bitter cost of our people in blood, life, and property.' 


The statement concludes with an appeal to Namibians to ‘prepare themselves for 
the day when they will be able to breathe the sweet air of freedom. Namibia 
will be free. God wills it so. We continue to pray. We continue to hope.' 


Most Namibians belong to church bodies (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Methodist, Reformed) which make up the council. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "WCC Anniversary Sermon' EPS 88.08.53 


This is excerpted from the the sermon preached at worship in Hannover (Lower 
Saxony, Federal Germany), marking the 40th anniversary of the founding of the 
World Council of Churches (in Amsterdam in August 1948). Castro is the 
current and fourth WCC general secretary. (Related item: EPS 88.08.48.) 


--. The World Council of Churches' central reference is its confession of 
faith in Jesus Christ. This is why we give such a prominent place to 
Systematic Bible study in all ecumenical gatherings; this is why prayer and 
grateful contemplation of all God has done in Christ occupy a central position. 


This knowledge of God's love even to the limits of the cross calls us to 
associate ourselves with his love in the world. This has been the council's 
motivation until now, and is its driving force for the future. Without this 
central anchorage in God's~- love in Christ, everything becomes’ simply 
organization, administration, institution, human knowledge. ... 


The centrality of the experience of God's love in Christ is also the root of 
the World Council's ministry of solidarity with those who are persecuted, with 
the marginalized, the refugees, with those seeking to live out their Christian 
faith in places where they are deprived of religious freedom, or even 
persecuted, 


Out of this same experience of love, the council proclaims and demands justice 
in the four corners of the earth. Its concern for racial justice, its 
affirmation of peace and non-violence in human conflicts, are centred in the 
experience of the love God has shown in Christ. 


The World Council of Churches cannot be content to make Speeches about 
persecuted churches or situations of oppression. It has learned to practice 
committed solidarity ... with those who suffer and are oppressed. 


Such activity is always polemical, always open to human error - but always 
offered as an expression of love, hoping that God will purify the fruits of 
our labor. 


But because we come from the experience of God's love in Christ we cannot but 
Share that love with the whole world. The proclamation of the gospel - 
mission - is a constitutive element of our ecumenical life. 


To our contemporary world tempted by the gods of efficiency, where those who 
fall by the wayside of its system are marginalized, a world tempted by a de- 
personalizing secularism, we proclaim that in Christ, God invites them to a 
personal relationship, that he accepts them as unique beings, creatures of his 
hand and says to them: You are important; you are God's friend; you are part 
of a community, a family of love and service. 


We proclaim this message to the lonely in our cities, and we affirm it in our 
loving dialogue with other faiths and human world-views. The experience of 
God's love in Jesus Christ engages us to live out that love in the world. We 
extend the open hand of friendship to the whole of humanity. ... 


The ecumenical movement will always be polemical. It will always be the 
projection of the cross of our Lord, the continuation of his redeeming love, a 
call to Christian discipleship. 


It will always speak out prophetically against the oppression of the poor and 
will joyfully proclaim the possibility of new life which God confirmed once 
and for all in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: German Evangelical Monastic Communities EPS 88.08.54 


This is adapted from material provided by the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
which groups Lutheran, Reformed, and United Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in the Federal Republic of Germany and Berlin (West). . 


One cannot fail to notice them any more, those spiritual communities which 
have emerged in the Federal Republic of [West] Germany and Berlin (West). 


With the possible exception of deaconesses, the Evangelical Church in Germany 
has never had communal life as a part of its tradition. It was the shock of 
World War II and concern over the dismal situation of the 'Volkskirche' and 
its ‘religion without decision', the absence of fellowship, and the church's 
general lack of missionary impact that gave rise to the founding of these new 
communities. 


In most cases there was a charismatic personality who gathered young people 
around him or herself. 


These communities - there are about two dozen of them —- differ very widely in 
their outlook. What unites them is their willingness to find new ways of 
obeying their own calling. 


Apart from regular daily times of prayer, monastic vows are also considered 
helpful for this purpose. These are the three traditional rules of monastic 
Lice. renouncing property, marriage, and the right to self-determination. 
All this is meant to make the Christian free to serve God and other people. 


In order to preclude any appearance of elitism, the spiritual way of life once 
observed by the early church in Jerusalem (Acts 2:42) is often spoken of as 
something for every Christian, not just a special sub-group. 


The spiritual roots of these new communities are to be found either in 
pietistic-revivalist circles or in the liturgical sphere. 


Understandably, some of these monastic groups take Roman Catholic orders as 
their examples, particularly since most of these were founded before the 
division of the church in the 16th century. The Evangelical communities are 
convinced that this split did not reach right down to the roots of the church. 


Besides these monastic communities there are quite a few groups in the Federal 
Republic of Germany which can be subsumed under the general heading of ‘new 
movements", Their members do not commit themselves to celibacy, but take 
upon themselves the obligation to live together according to spiritual rules. 


Almost all the groups mentioned above have preserved an open mind towards 
their church, although they clearly realise its weaknesses. While 
emphasising their independence, the communities consider themselves to be 
members of the same body. 


‘In the church, with the church - vis-a-vis the church' is the way the 
monastic groups have described their position. And the conference of Lutheran 
bishops in the FRG recommended as long as ten years ago that church members 
should regard the communities as practising 'a possible form of Christian 
discipleship’. 


There is no doubt about it: the Evangelical Church in Germany would be 
considerably poorer if it were not now overcoming its century-long negligence 
of monastic life. [EPS] 


ECUVTFW/Ho Yuet Suen: ‘Facing Hong Kong 1997 - Stay or Leave?' EPS 88.08.55 


Ho is a student at Chung Chi Theological Seminary. This is excerpted from an 
item in 'News and Views,’ English-language quarterly of the Hong Kong 
Christian Council. Hong Kong is due to revert from UK to Chinese control in 
mid-i997. 


The faith of Christians is the expression of their ultimate concern, and it 
theretore affects the decisions they make about their lives. In the face of 
all the insecurity created by the 1997 issue, devout Christians must therefore 
consicer the problems from the perspective of their faith and seek guidance 
from the Bible. 


The wave of emigration induced by 1997 is largely due to the ‘fear of the 
Communists". People are anxious about whether Hong Kong's future political 
System will become ‘socialist’. They wonder whether basic human rights and 
their present lifestyle will be guaranteed or not. 


These two points have become the chief reasons for emigration. For most 
people in Hong Kong, emigration is not related to racial issues, but largely 
to self-interest. What people are concerned about are such practical matters 
as the separation of family and relatives and how they will cope in adjusting 
to a new way of life in the different cultural setting of the country they go 
to. 


There are some who feel a sense of belonging to Hong Kong, and have not 
entertained any thought of emigrating. Their sense of belonging is only a 
habitual feeling which they have derived from the Hong Kong way of life. kt 
is not associated with feelings of solidarity with the community and deep 
commitment to society. ... 


We dor't really feel any sense of belonging. This is because we never work to 
make Hong Kong our home. If it were our home we should be able to play a part 
in the way it is run, but there has never been a government by the governed in 
Hong Kong. Therefore, for years, we have only had a feeling of ‘visiting’, 
both in our outlook and in our daily lives. 


Now, at long last, there is the opportunity for Hong Kong to become our real 


home. The Sino-British Joint Declaration holds out the promise of two 
policies: ‘one country - two systems', and ‘Hong Kong people ruling Hong 
Kong’. These two policies are very significant. Apart from accelerating 


the unity of our nation in the collective sense, we will now hopefully be able 
to have a home where we are in charge. 


Until the wishes of the people are taken into account in the political system, 
Hong Kong can never become our real home. If we cannot cultivate an authentic 
sense of belonging, the wave of emigration will simply increase to alarming 
proportions. 


To judge the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong from just its economic 
performance is only a superficial approach, since it is merely based upon the 
faith of the businessmen. At any time these businessmen are able to shift 
-their investment abroad. : 


A solid foundation for prosperity must therefore be built upon a real sense of 
identity where there is a relationship of real ‘give and take’ between the 
people and the system. Only when the more than 90 percent of Hong Kong's 
people who cannot emigrate are allowed to participate in society will there be 
a more promising future for Hong Kong. ... [over] 


hong kong/2 


Among those who are able to emigrate there are quite a few who are pastors, 
and prufessionals who are Christians. They have to face up to a dilemma: to 
leave a place in which they have lost their confidence and sense of identity,. 
or to fulfil their Christian calling to be the light of the world and the salt 
of the earth and contribute as much as they can to make Hong Kong become their 
real home. 


For us, the success of the policy of 'Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong" does 
not depend on our confidence in the Hong Kong, Chinese or British governments, 
but on our own determination and effort. We still have ten years to go! 


No one knows how Hong Kong will have changed in ten years' time. For the 
time being, we can only ‘do what is right' rather than merely ‘do what is 
successful'. Otherwise we will not make any progress at all. 


It is important that in this situation Christians do not adopt a fatalist 
attitude ... or mindlessly accept political analyses which practically reject 
the importance of God in our society. 


We are not going to discuss the abstract question of whether Christians should 
emigrate or not. This will be dependent upon our knowledge of the situation, 
the influence of our faith, and our individual will. This is why each 
individual should bear the responsibility for his own decision. 


We should not be critical of those Christians and pastors who hear God's call 
and emigrate. If they genuinely cannot hear God's call to stay and to 
contribute to society here, then what is the point of them staying? We 
should sincerely wish them well in their work for God in countries overseas. 


I would like to share with you a familiar passage from the Bible - Mark 
8:27-38. In this passage, Jesus says that those who would follow him must be 
prepared to take up their cross each day. If we wish to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Jesus is telling us to take up our share of responsibility. ; 
But the crowds who followed Jesus were only interested in the benefits they 
received. When Jesus fed the five thousand, their attention was not so much 
on the miraculous sign but on the fact that they had enough bread to eat to 
Satisfy their hunger (John 6:26). 


Jesus ushers in the Kingdom of God; but to enter into his kingdom, we must 
take up our cross and follow him. Grace and responsibility go hand-in-hand. 
Many people in the crowds were unable to understand or to accept what Jesus © 
required of them. When they realized that the path Jesus was following which 
led te the cross was not going to meet their desires for bread and for an 
earthly political kingdom, they lost interest in following him. 


For the people of Hong Kong, emigration is just a search for shelter, a 
resting place and a home. We reckon that the USA is safer than Hong Kong and 
there we can enjoy peace without responsibility. But the question remains, 
can we enter the Kingdom of God without taking up the cross? Will we ever 
find a home where we have not participated and to which we have not 
contributed? 


Jeremiah the prophet has an answer to this question. When he wrote to the 
Israelites in Babylon (Jeremiah 29:1-23), he told them to settle in Babylon as 
their home. If we have never contributed to our homeland where we have been 
born and brought up, how can we contribute to a foreign land? ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gary Bouma: 'The Church in Australia' EPS 88.08.56 


Bouma, an Anglican priest, is lecturer in the sociology of religion at Monash 
University in Australia. This item appeared in longer form in the Australian 
magazine Church and Nation. 


Religion is everywhere assumed to be in decline, but in the 1981 census more 
than three-quarters of Australians identified themselves with some religious 
group. 


We have an expectation that this is a secular society. And it is true that 
our major institutions are’ secular. ... The government of Australia, courts, 
parliaments, university councils, boards of governors, all seem to be able to 
conduct their business with little reference to God or supreme beings. ... 


Yet the data of the 1983 Australian Value Systems Study clearly show that 
Australians are more religious than many think. It cannot be said that 
Australians are essentially secular and irreligious when about 58 percent 
claim to be religious persons; two-thirds pray, meditate, or contemplate 
occasionally or more frequently; and only 4.5 percent claim to be atheists. 


The notion of the growing secularisation of Australia depends on the idea of a 
point in the past which was a Golden Age of religion. It can't be found 
Statistically. 


It is not true that a higher proportion of the Australian populace went to 
church in 1880, or 1920, or 1950, than in 1970 or 1980. With a few minor 
variations, regular church attenders in Australia have always constituted 
about 19 to 24 percent of the population. The figure is running at about 21 
to 22 percent at the moment. 


Despite the fact that Australia's dominant culture is definitely Christian, 
the society is not dominated by Christian churches and values. 


It never was. In that sense the present secularity is not new. It has been 
the continuing condition of the church in this society. 


It is probably best to see Australia as a pluralistic or multi-cultural 
society. This is much more true than saying Australia is secular. 


Most individuals are searching for some meaning system by which to integrate 
their lives, and in Australia, people and groups are permitted to choose from 
a wide range of meaning systems. Most can make some sense of their lives - 
and if they can't, we lock them up. 


It could be argued that Australia has never been quite so religious as it is 
now. There is more religious ferment in Australia today probably than ever 
before. 


Look at the bookstores. Books on religion and meaning of life abound. 
Church attendance is up. Most denominations are growing in numbers. (From 
1975-1981 only the Uniting Church showed a decline in numbers.) Attendance 
at church schools is booming. 


In the past in Australia, there has very much been the feeling that the 
religious dimension is under control - along with all those other things which 
are ‘all right'. This feeling is fundamental to the established Anglican 
view and provides the freedom to be laid back or a mover within the church. 


Australians generally don't like such views mucked with. [over] 


australia/2 


For instance, the recent rejection of the idea of the ordination of women by 
the Anglican General Synod cuts against the assumption that everything's all 
right with religion, because it goes against the fundamental Australian sense 
of fair play. 


And that's why there has been such a groundswell of reaction against that 
decision, even from people who are not normally active in the church. It" 
also why, in the Australian context, the arguments put against the ordination 
of women come out sounding as hysterical as they do. 


What's happening in Australia now - and I don't know how things are going to 
work out - is that to an increasing degree religion is regarded as an option. 
In the 1950s you didn't cpt for it, it was just an accepted part of life. 


But in choosing a particular church, people expect to have more say in it. 
And if you opt for something, .you can always opt out of it. 


Those Christian groups which are confident and unashamed of their faith, and 
present that faith in a positive, affirming fashion seem to be growing. 


Liberal, washed out, secularised Christianity is much more than social action. ~ 


In the near future churches will tend to move to emphasise the mysterious and 
transcendental. They will continue to move away from social issues, seeing 
their mission as attending to things eternal. 


The two largest Christian religious groups in Australia are the Anglicans and 
the Catholics. Taken together, these two groups comprise over half the 
population, and two-thirds of the Christian population. 


This demographic characteristic makes Australia very different from the UK and 
New Zealand, where Anglicans alone make up more than 60 percent of the 
population, and also from Canada, where the Catholics are the largest group 
followed by the United Church and then Anglicans. 


These facts of religious composition give markedly different flavours to these 
societies, which must be considered when comparing them. 


Catholics and Anglicans - both accounting for about 26 percent of thé 
population - will continue to hold up half the sky in Australia. ... 


The Orthodox churches could well become the third largest church bloc in 
Australia in the near future. They have grown from almost nothing in 1947 to 
three percent in 1981. 


And it seems that a high proportion of those people who did not state their 
religion in the 1981 census are Orthodox adherents whose ethnic origins did 
not prepare them to answer questions about religion easily. They had a high 
rate of church attendance. 


It's hard to measure the influence of the church in Australia because the only 
time it becomes apparent is when the church vehemently opposes general 
societal views. 


I believe the future for religion in Australia will be no more bleak than the 
past has been golden. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Thomas Finger: 'Mennonites and Ecumenism’ EPS 88.08.57 


Finger has been a professor at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Chicago. This is excerpted from an item in the 19 May issue of Gospel Herald 
magazine. 


To a deeper extent than we often realize, our Mennonite memory is seared 
by memories of persecution. When our Anabaptist ancestors sought to be 
faithful to Scripture and the way of Jesus, they were soon met with 
silencings, imprisonments, banishments, confiscations, tortures, burnings, and 
drownings. Those who opposed our forebears accused them of fragmenting the 
unity cf the church and the, union of the church with the state. 


Quite understandably, then, our ancestors could hardly suppose that those who 
emphasized this kind of unity - or ‘ecumenicity' - represented Christ's true 
church. Instead, the ecclesiastical structures of Reformation times seemed 
more like monstrous antichurches opposing the fellowship of true believers. 


The more these churches pleaded - often with fire and sword - for the 
Anabaptists to return to them for the sake of unity, the more did it seem that 
true unity could be found only among those suffering groups who fled them. 


As we recall our early history, however, it is good to remember that our 
ancestors did not begin by withdrawing from the established churches. In 
early Reformation times no one thought that any city or territory should have 
more than one religion. Accordingly, when they became dissatisfied with the 
church in a given place, our forebears first sought to change it rather than 
leave it. ... Although such efforts were soon met with rejection and 
persecution, most Anabaptist leaders still spoke to religious and civil 
leaders about revamping the entire church. It is important to remember that 
they did not originally seek to organize a separated sect with unusual beliefs 
and behaviours, but to practice, to witness to, and to call all people to what 
is Christian. 


Our Mennonite history, then, began with a debate about which teachings and 
practices are valid for all Christians, that is, about what is truly 
*ecumenical' (even though this word was not used then). Our ancestors soon 
came to feel that some of these teachings and practices would be rejected by 
most people, and that true Christian unity could be found only among those 
willing to follow the difficult path of Jesus. 


They found themselves opposed, however, by those for whom being ‘ecumenical' 
meant remaining in churches who compromised the gospel for the sake of 
religious and social unity. Our Mennonite heritage, then, is rooted in 
disagreement as to what is universally Christian, and what makes for true 
Christian unity. 


As time passed, however, persecution and isolation increased our sense of 
uniqueness. Mennonites were often allowed to live in peace only if they 
remained in their own communities, never evangelizing, and seldom mixing with 
those of other religions. The more conscious we become of being strangers in 
alien tands, the more did we emphasize conformity in dress, language, and 
ethnic customs for the sake of survival. Our conscious identity often came to 
be rooted more in our ethnicity and behavioural patterns and less in the 
Christian claims of our faith. 


As centuries passed, however, the circumstances of other Christian groups also 
changed. In North America, at least, religious life has long ceased to be 
dominated by a single denomination. ... Meanwhile, many groups emphasizing 
some of the things that Mennonites do ... have sprung up. [over] 


mennonites/2 


At the same time, communications and transportation have broken up many of our 
ethnic Mennonite communities. People move to other places for schooling, 
jobs, and marriage. In the process, we rub shoulders with Christians of other 
denominations. Often these contacts open to us features of the Christian 
faith which have been largely lost in our own tradition. At the same time we 
discover that Mennonite customs and attitudes can be barriers to communication. 


... Many Mennonites, I suspect, have experienced contacts of this sort, and 
have found many of them enriching. Although our ancestors rightly sought to. 
preserve features of the gospel which others rejected, other dimensions of the 


faith became obscured in the process. We often find ourselves challenged, 
broadened, and stimulated by Christians from other traditions. For many of 
us, then, such contacts have given the word ‘ecumenical' - when used to 


indicate this general, open attitude - a pleasant flavour. 


"Ecumenical', however, is often used in a more specific way: to refer to the 


"ecumenical movement'. And when it is so used, most Mennonites - even those 
whose general ecumenical experience is positive - respond in a negative way. 
Why is this? I suspect it is because mention of a worldwide '‘'movement' 


Suggests the kind of 'unity' that we have always resisted. 


First of all, an ecumenical 'movement' (in contrast to a general ecumenical 
‘attitude') suggests an organizational character. It arouses images of a 
bureaucratic superstructure or perhaps a gigantic melting pot. An ecumenical 
‘movement’ may suggest an effort in which unity will become the primary goal, 
even at expense of truth. It can suggest an effort in which the gospel's 
distincitve teachings, because they make difficult demands, will be regarded 
as divisive, and be rejected in favour of a diluted Christianity which people 
can more easily accept. Our history teaches us to suspect appeals for unity 
which do not also stress the gospel's more challenging claims. 


Our history, however, reminds us of something else which we can easily 
forget. It reminds us that however sharp our conflicts with the larger, more 
established churches have been, we did not originally seek to withdraw from 
them. Originally our ancestors asked these churches to consider the message 
of Scripture and to respond as it demanded. To be sure, our forebears may 
sometimes have been impatient and shortsighted; yet they seldom, if ever, 
intended to withdraw from these larger churches at first. They left because 
they found themselves expelled. 


This fact is significant for us today. As long as the ecumenical ‘'movement' 
concerns itself with larger churches and ignores those whose particularity it 
regards as divisive, perhaps we should ignore it and simply enjoy the fruits 
of the ecumenical ‘attitude'. But what if this movement reverses the stance 
we have always thought it took and invites us into dialogue? What if it asks 
us to contribute to the emerging shape of the ecumenical moverent itself? ... 


For me, this question is no longer theoretical. Up to 1983, I enjoyed the 
ecumenical attitude, but was skeptical about the ecumenical movement. But in 
that year, the Faith and Order Commission of the [US] National Council of 
Churches invited the Mennonites to send a representative to their meetings. 

I was chosen to represent the Mennonite Church and General Conference 
Mennonite Church as an observer. For over three years I have found this group 
interested in what we have to say. While I still have numerous questions 
about the ecumenical movement, I no longer think that we can ignore it as we 
have. We have been invited to bear witness. I don't see how we can refuse 
that call. [EPS] 
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(The address for all three of the following is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.) A 
progress report (covering the period from the beginning of last year till now) 
on the Ecumenical Decade - Churches in Solidarity With Women is available 
from WCC/Women. The 1987 WCC financial report is available from 
WCC/Finance. A packet of resource material on the international debt crisis 
is available from WCC/CCP)D. Besides a bibliography and a list of contacts, it 
includes: 

- 'A Plea for a New Ethic on the Debt Question’ (Julio de Santa Ana) 

—~ 'Theological Reflection on the Debt Crisis in Africa’ (Marie Giblin MM) 

— 'Theological Reflection on Foreign Debt' (Hugo Assmann) 

—- ‘Our External Debt is Killing Us' (a Latin American Bible study) 

-~ 'The Impact of the Debt Crisis on Women' (Lynne Jones) 

~ 'Message to the Churches' (from a church seminar on external debt last 
March in Sao Paulo, Brazil) ‘ 

— ‘West European Ecumenical Consultation on the Debt Problem of the ACP 
Countries' (final statement from a conference in Brussels last May) 

-~ ‘Coping with the Debt Crisis - Touchstone of North-South Relations’ 
(extracts from a statement issued last May by the Advisory Commission for 
Development Affairs of the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany) 

~'Philippine Freedom from Debt Coalition' (statement from last May) 


The ecumenical Committee of Churches for Emergency Help [Paraguay] has 
published a brochure about itself in Spanish and English. Write Gral. Diaz 
429, Asuncion. 


EPS copy deadlines (7h00 GMT) are Wednesday, 31 August, Tuesdays 6 and 13 
September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 19 August. The next is scheduled 
for 22 August. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You 
can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 
26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch 
guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish Kronor, 175 Indian 
rupees, 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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Famous London church hires guard EPS 88.08.58 
LONDON - Following a series of violent attacks on staff members, St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields, an Anglican parish in the central part of the city, has 
hired security guards. The church has long been a haven for the homeless and 
troubled, but, reports a priest on its staff, people with mental problems have 
recently threatened the staff. [EPS] 


Roman Catholics end year of Mary EPS 88.08.59 
ROME - A solemn, multilingual, papal liturgy in St. Peter's Square in Vatican 
City (15 August) marked the end of a year during which Roman Catholics paid 
special attention to Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ. [EPS] 


‘Last Temptation" film attracts audiences and protests EPS 88.08.60 
LOS ANGELES - Universal Pictures reports that its controversial 160-minute 
film ‘The Last Temptation of Christ' brought in more than 425,000 US dollars 
at nine major North American cinemas during its first weekend. Hundreds of 
pickets denouncing it as blasphemous demonstrated in some cities. The movie 
depicts a Jesus tempted on the cross to give up his mission from God in return 
for a successful life as a family man. [EPS] 
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WCC COMMITTEE SPEAKS ON MIDDLE Ecumenical Press 
EAST, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND ROMANIA Service 88.08.61 


HANNOVER - At its meeting here (11-20 August), ‘the Central Committee of the 


' World Council of Churches appealed to the UN secretary-general to begin to 


prepare immediately for an international peace conference on the Middle East 
in accordance with UN Resolution 38/58. 


In other action on public issues, the committee reaffirmed its commitment to 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which is 40 years old this year. 
It also asked for reports next year on the situation of minorities in Romania 
[EPS 87.02.38,84; 04.116; 06.45; 11.91; 88.02.37; 03.71; 04.89; 06.110; 07.16]. 


Referring to phrasing in the Middle East appeal calling for ‘guarantees for 
the security of the state of Israel,' committee members from Arab countries 
expressed concern that it would create problems for the church in their 
region. But other committee members said that if that phrase were deleted, 


people might think the WCC is opposed to the state of Israel. 


As finally amended, after half an hour of debate, the appeal says the peace 


‘conference should ensure ‘recognition of and guarantees for the rights and 


security of all states in the region, including the state of Israel, for 
existence within secure and internationally recognized boundaries.’ 


The appeal says the conference should ‘ensure ... guarantees for. the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon,' as well as ‘the realisation 


' of the rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to establish a 


state of their own.’ 


It would also ensure that 'the importance of Jerusalem as a holy city for the 
three monotheistic religions be recognized and that the special legislation 
known as the Status Quo of the Holy Places be safeguarded and confirmed in any 
agreement concerning Jerusalem.' 


In its statement on human rights, which was passed almost unanimously and 
without debate, the committee notes that '‘'systematized repression of human 
rights workers' is increasing, and that often ‘only the churches are left to 
provide space for action on human rights.' 


In connection with reports of violations of the human rights of Hungarians and 
other ethnic minorities in Romania, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro told 
the committee he has cabled WCC members in Romania (two Lutheran, one 
Reformed, and one Eastern Orthodox). He said church representatives there 
have indicated willingness to provide information ‘and enter into a dialogue,' 
but have not yet formally replied. 


‘The committee asked Castro to take ‘appropriate actions, including the 


convening of church leaders in the area to help towards a solution,’ and to 
report back to next year's meetings of the Executive and Central Committees. 


"Reluctantly' supporting the resolution, Hungarian Reformed Bishop Karoly Toth 
said that in view of the committee's statement on human rights, ‘it would be a 
blatant contradiction if we kept silent on this issue.' 


Romanian Orthodox Metropolitan Antonie of Transylvania said the committee's 
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custom is not to talk about such issues without input from parts of the church 
particularly concerned. Thus, he asked the committee not to discuss the 


matter without additional information from Romanian WCC members. He said he 


could not remain at the session here if discussion on the issue continued at 
this time. [EPS] 


| 
FULL DISCUSSION PROJECTED OF Ecumenical Press | 
WCC—ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS Service 88.08.62 © 
HANNOVER - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting 
here, 11-20 August) has called for a ‘full discussion' of WCC-Roman Catholic 
relations at its next meeting, in Moscow next July. It said such a discussion 
could help produce guidelines for the future course of those relations. 
A 20-page, WCC staff paper on the subject was distributed earlier this year. 


The paper - described as a '‘'survey' and ‘progress report', not an ‘official 
position paper' - highlights the role of the Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group 
(JWG), which 'in a cordial and creative atmosphere ... fulfils difficult tasks 
and tries to meet vital priorities' 


JWG discussions helped ‘pave the way for full Roman Catholic participa tioll 
(though not as a co-invitor)- in the projected 1990 World Consultation on 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, and in the JPIC process as al 
whole, according to the staff report. 


The JWG has prepared a document (expected to be published soon) on "ecumenical 
formation’, held theological discussions of the ‘hierarchy of truths' and ‘the 
universal and local church', and salicited studies in several countries om 
questions related to ‘mixed aotaaean 

At the same time, the staff report notes, the JWG's ‘status and heavy agenda, 
the sensitive nature of the issues, the limited time for annual meetings, and 
limited financial resources do not ... allow it to work in depth or to resolve 
longstanding problems within a few years' ; 


A discussion at next year's Central Committee meeting would contribute to 
preparing the sixth JWG report, planned for 1990. (The fifth JWG repoll 
appeared prior to the WCC Sixth Assembly, in Vancouver in 1983.) 


The staff paper also surveys collaboration between parts of the WCC an 
various Roman Catholic bodies, relations between WCC members and the Romar 
Catholic Church, Roman Catholic involvement in regional, national, and local 
ecumenical organizations, and the ecumenical significance of dialogues 
between the Roman Catholic Church and other Christian world communions. f 

M 


It says the ‘different nature of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church' places 
certain ‘restraints' on collaboration; and observes that there are important 
divergencies in various ethical, socio-political, and theological issues. é 
As an example of the latter, the paper says the Roman Catholic concept of the 
pope as ‘the successor of Peter, vicar of Christ, and shepherd of all Christ's 
flock' is ‘incomprehensible to most of the WCC member churches.' 


The paper lists differences in teaching on issues such as_ ‘procreation, 
sexuality, abortion, divorce, and remarriage,' although it also observes that 
‘the same or similar divergencies appear also within the fellowship of WCC 
member churches.' 


Moreover, ‘different attitudes to the ways of formulating official positions 
and the publications of church statements have important consequences for ..- 
ecumenical relationships. ' 


Nontheless, despite obstacles, most responses to the paper brought ‘an 
optimistic tone to ongoing and future collaboration,' according to the resumé 
of reactions presented here. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE Ecumenical Press 
TO NAZI-ERA MEMORIAL Service 88.08.63 


BERGEN (FRG) - 'This is our task. We must remember. We must remember the 
victims as well as those who committed the crimes, and the mentality which ... 
led to ... those crimes.' 


So Horst Hirschler, Lutheran bishop for the Hannover area, summed up what 
about 300 participants in the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches were doing on a pilgrimage (17 August) to memorial places 
on the site here of the Nazi concentration camp of Belsen. 


Hirschler preached at an act of worship at a cemetery where lie, as a marker 
at the entrance says in three languages, ‘several thousand known and unknown 
victims.' 


"After all we have heard and sten,' Hirschler said, ‘the only thing one would 
like to do at the end of this procession is to remain silent for those who 
have been murdered here. That is especially true at this cemetery, where lie 
those who had been liberated, but who nevertheless had to die. They had to 
die because they had become so ill through hunger and torture that nothing 
could save them. They had been liberated, and yet the intentions of the 
criminals succeeded.’ 


Hirschler was joined as worship leaders by Johannes Hempel, one of the seven 
WCC presidents and Lutheran bishop for the Dresden area (GDR), and John 
Habgood, archbishop of York in the [Anglican] Church of England. 


During their pilgrimage, participants walked - mostly in silence - about 1500 
metres from the place where 50,000 Soviet prisoners of war are buried in mass 
graves, to a memorial to the 50,000 people who died in the camp during the 
1943-1945 period, to a Jewish memorial, and lastly to an information centre 
with examples of Nazi propaganda, and grisly pictures of camp life and death. 


To prevent the spread of disease, the camp itself was burned by the British 
military authorities about a month after they liberated it. And so, where 
buildings and barbed wire were once, there are now vast expanses of heather - 
and a numbing number of mass graves and individual markers. 


At the Soviet memorial, Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kyril led a sung litany. 
At the Jewish memorial, local Jewish leaders thanked the Christian pilgrims 
for coming, and then read and chanted psalms. 


The pilgrims placed flowers at each site. Along the ‘inscription wall' of the 
general memorial, they put scores of vigil lights. 


Inscribed on the wall are attempts in several languages say something about 
what took place here. "Here were exterminated,' reads the inscription in 
French, ‘thousands of French people whose only crime was to love France, and 
not to share the ideas of the invader.' 


Other inscriptions are in Norwegian, German, English, Italian, Dutch, Hebrew, 
Russian, Polish. ‘Denmark, you have not fought in vain,’ it says in Danish. 


The pilgrims concluded their half-hour, outdoor memorial service at the end of 
the afternoon by singing a centuries-old German Easter hymn, Christ is Arisen. 


They sang because ‘the risen Christ encourages us,’ Hirschler said, ‘in spite 
of these graves and of the continuous suffering in the world, not to give up 
hope for this world.' [EPS] 


WCC COMMITTEE DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 


WOMEN IN CHURCH, SOCIETY tee Service 88.08.64 
HANNOVER - ‘We've got 10 years, but ... the issues are urgent, and there are 
centuries of work to be done.' That was one assessment of the situation as 


the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 11-20 August) 
discussed the Ecumenical Decade - Churches in Solidarity with Women, launched 
around the world earlier this year. 


Paulos Gregorios, an Oriental Orthodox hierarch from India, and one of the 
seven WCC presidents, said the decade agenda relates to all kinds of 
‘disabilities' to which women are subject - ‘legal, cultural, - social, 
ecclesiastical.' He also observed that he learned his faith from his mother. 


During a plenary session, four panelists offered perspectives on ‘experiences, 
issues, hopes' occasioned by the decade. 


Bertrice Wood, an ordained mirnfister of the [US] United Church of Christ and 
moderator of the WCC Sub-Unit de Women, voiced hope that the decade ‘will 
really be owned by the churches: She vahgisbit recalted that the decade” is in 
solidarity 'with' - not ‘for’ — women. | 
Meinrad Piske, a Brazilian Lutheran pastor, referred to the ‘machismo % 
tradition in his region which works against women. ‘He mentioned ‘corrupt 
political systems' in the region which adversely affect women, and concluded 
with a modern psalm which evoked problems of women in different parts of the 
region. 


Céline Hoiore-Atger, a pastor's wife from Tahiti who is studying theology in 
France, said the decade ‘challenges our cultures' to overcome vereteney ‘to the 
full participation of women in See a and the pabdieae . 


‘Khuma Nthla, on the staff of the Institute for Contextual Theology in South 
Africa, said the decade offers a ‘ray of hope" in South Africa's ‘desperate 
situation and deepening crisis.' She observed that in some cases, the, church 
is ‘part of the oppression' women suffer. She looked genie hn to the day when 
women will be ‘subjects, not objects.' ; 
Following a period of small-group discussions, the plenary heard a series of 
brief resumes of concerns and questions which had been raised. 


Aaron Tolen (Presbyterian Church of Cameroon) urged that decade efforts not 
undermine the distinctiveness of men and women, mothers and ‘fathers. 


Whakahuihui Vercoe ({Anglican] Church of the Province of New Zealand) observed 
that his Maori culture in Aotearoa (New Zealand) has long had leadership by 
both men and women, and understands each sex as incomplete without the other. 


Diana Eck (USA, United Methodist Church) stressed, as did Pritam Santram 
({United] Church of North India) that the ‘decade is’ in solidarity with women, 
not just Christian or church-related women. ‘Santram also referred to marriage 
laws in India which discriminate against women. 


Nina Bobrova (USSR, Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church) urged the WCC to be 
‘very careful’ in preparing documents on the decade so that they ‘accept and 
respect’ traditions and structures of all wee members, notably the Orthodox. H 


(Parts of one WCC staff document | on the decade have come in for some orthodél 
criticism.) [EPS] | f 
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WCC COMMITTEE DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
RECENT STEPS TOWARD UNITY Service 88.08.65 


HANNOVER - ‘Today we assume as normal and normative ecumenical relations that 
would not have been possible, just 20 years ago.' 


That observation from Paul Crow, president of the Council on Christian Unity 
of the [US] Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), was among those offered 
during a plenary discussion of Christian unity at the meeting (here, 11-20 
August) of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


In his comments, Crow accented the inseparability of questions of ‘faith and 
life' and the impossibility of pursuing church unity apart from the struggle 
for justice. 


Addressing the issue of church unity in a national context, Caroline 
Pattiasina-Toreh (Reformed, -Indonesia) outlined the evolution of that 
country’s council of churches since its founding in 1950. 


What separates denominations in Indonesia, she said, are not doctrinal and 
confessional disagreements but tribal differences, and the evangelisation 
efforts of separate mission boards. "But faced with political, social and 
ideological problems and an Islamic majority, it was impossible to remain 
apart.’ Many Indonesian denominations, she said, realize that ‘essentially 
they are already one. There are no essential obstacles in the way of unity, 
but lots of practical ones.' 


There was a positive assessment during the plenary of the 1982 WCC convergence 
text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). Giinther Gassmann, director of 
the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, called BEM ‘a sign that the ecumenical 
movement is moving, not standing still'. 


Maria van der Veen-Schenkeveld of the Netherlands (Reformed, Netherlands) 
observed that the Central Committee itself is ‘much better at finding 
solutions for what other powers in the world should do' than in working for 
the unity of the church. She regretted that reports to the committee from WCC 
Moderator Heinz-Joachim Held and General Secretary Emilio Castro ‘circled 
around the issue of church unity.' 


Paulos Gregorios, an Indian Oriental Orthodox metropolitan who is one of the 
seven WCC presidents, urged that the discussion focus on ‘the next steps on 
the way to unity'. 


Per Voksg (Lutheran, Norway) suggested that ‘in our churches we have 
experienced greater love, understanding and fellowship’, but ‘because we know 
each other, love each other, and understand each other, we don't think we have 
to change our existing divisions'. Perhaps, he added, ‘the time has come to 
chart the route to the goal of unity, identify the obstacles in the way, and 
see how we can remove them one by one.' 


Archbishop Kyril of Smolensk (Eastern Orthodox, USSR) suggested that even 
complete doctrinal consensus, were it.to be achieved, would not bring about 
church unity, pointing to 'new problems that have arisen in the last decade - 
the questions of the ordination of women, homosexuality and abortion’. 


Georges Tsetsis (Eastern Orthodox, Switzerland) said ‘the obstacles to unity 
that we have today are due to the fact that we seek an ecumenism in space 
instead of working for an ecumenism in time’. He defined ‘ecumenism in time' 
as an attempt to move towards unity by coming ‘closer to the faith of the 
church of the ages.'[EPS] 


CHURCH REPS URGE ‘RADICAL Ecumenical Press 
TRANSFORMATION' ON SHARING Service 88.08.66 


HANNOVER — An appeal to members of the World Council of Churches for a 
"radical transformation’ of the ways in which they share resources, aiming at 
‘nothing less than a new order, a new value system,' has been issued by the 
WCC Central Committee (meeting here, 11-20 August). 


Source of the call is a set of statements that emerged from the WCC-sponsored 


World Consultation on Resource Sharing, in El Escorial (Spain) last October 


[EPS 87.11.44]. 


They include ‘Guidelines for Sharing,' plus recommendations drafted by women 
and youth to further their participation in ecumenical sharing, particularly 
at the decision-making level. 


In asking WCC members to implement the ‘common discipline of sharing among all 
God's people' which the El Escorial guidelines outline, the committee affirmed 
the WCC's own commitment to this discipline. It instructed parts of the WCC 
to work out its implications for their programs, and asked for regular 
progress reports on implementation of the guidelines. 


Preceding the newly—commended guidelines is a set of theological affirmations. 
One says that ‘as the first fruits of the new humanity, the church is called 
to stand in solidarity with all people, particularly with the poor and the 
oppressed, and to challenge the value systems of this world.' 


During a plenary session on ‘liberating diakonia,' Lois Wilson (United, 
Canada), one of the seven WCC presidents, identified the need to move beyond 
helping victims to identifying the root causes of their suffering and 
oppression; the recognition that all are interdependent; mutual accountability 
for how resources are used; and power-sharing. 


Birgitta Rantakari of Finland suggested it is time ‘to stop for a while 
producing new high-level recommendations and documents and to select the most 
important issues and implement them'. Liberating diakonia, she said, should 
be analytical, flexible, global, and spiritual. 


For the WCC, according to Rantakari, flexibility may mean not only ‘closer 
cooperation’ between its various program subunits but considering whether the 
entire structure should be reorganized. 


The church in Zimbabwe, said Muromedzi Kuchera, general secretary of the 
Christian council there, understands Larnaca and El Escorial to mean that ‘we 
have to set our own goals, dream our own dreams, make our own plans. ‘The 
poor, oppressed, hungry and refugees want to set their own priorities; and 
people who want to assist them should listen to them,’ he said. 


Georges Tsetsis ({Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate) warned that ‘it 
is no use to meet and formulate mandates for the diaconal work of the WCC if 
as churches we are not able to make available to the WCC the resources to 
carry these out.’ [EPS] 


Africa: women said to have some responsibility for polygamy EPS 88.08.67 
NAIROBI - The Pan African Christian Women's Assembly, meeting here, has been 
told that in some cases, women bear some responsibility for polygamy. Some 
African women, it was said, encourage their husbands to marry second wives. 
Married professional women formed the bulk of the assembly. Participants 
generally opposed polygamy. [EPS] 
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APPOINTMENTS OF 3 WCC DIRECTORS Ecumenical Press 
AUTHORIZED; CASTRO TERM EXTENDED Service 88.08.68 


HANNOVER - During three hours of closed sessions, the Central Committee of the 
World (euncil of Churches, (meeting here, 11-20 August) authorized WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to appoint new directors for three of the 14 WCC 
program sub-units. 


It also extended Castro's term to the end of 1992, by which time he will be 
65. His current five-year term expires at the end of 1989. 


Named as the new director of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
was [David John] Christopher Duraisingh, a presbyter of the [United] Church of 
South India. Born 15 March 1938, he is now (since September 1985) general 
secretary of the London-based Council for World Mission. He is currently also 
on leave from his post as professor of theology at United Theological College 
in Bangalore (India). He is to succeed Eugene Stockwell (Methodist, USA), who 
is retiring next year. 


Named as the new director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Church and Society was Wesley 
Granberg-Michaelson, an ordained minister of the Reformed Church in America. 
Born 14 June 1945, he is now president of the New Creation Institute in 
Missoula, Montana, USA. The institute works with church groups on 'theology 
of creation leading to healing of the environment.' He is to succeed David 
Gosling (Anglican, UK). 


Named as the new director of the Christian Medical Commission was Dan C.O. 
Kaseje, project manager of the Kisumu Primary Health Care Project in Kenya. 
Born 29 April 1946, he is a medical doctor, and an ordained minister of the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya. He is to succeed Eric Ram 
(United, India). 


The committee also received information about appointment actions. taken 
earlier by its executive committee: 


Rudolf Hermann (Reformed, Switzerland), staff translator into German. He is 
now a freelance translator. 


Brenda Fitzpatrick (United, Australia, born 21 September 1943), communications 
coordinator for the WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service (CICARWS). She is now national executive of the YWCA of Australia. 


Abel Jeru Mbilinyi (Lutheran, Tanzania, born 7 September 1955), CICARWS 
secretary for African refugees. A lawyer, he is currently corporation counsel 
with the Tanzania Legal Corporation in Dar es Salaam and Arusha, and a tutor 
in private and public law at the University of Dar es Salaam, 


Jorge Ernesto Maldonado Rivera (Reformed [Covenant], Ecuador, born 19 July 
1944), secretary for famiiy education in the WCC Sub-Unit on Education. He is 
now international coordinator of EIRENE, a church-related program of pastoral 
care and family education based in Quito. [EPS] 


Church merger reduces WCC membership total by one EPS 88.08.69 
GENEVA As a result of the merger of two US members of the World Council of 
Churches, the WCC membersnip total has dropped from 307 to 306. The new 
Evangelical Lutheran Chu::h in America has assumed the WCC memberships 
formaliy held by the Amer:can Lutheran Church and Lutheran Church in America. 


[EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
OF YMCAS MEETS Service 88.08.70 


ARUBA - The 11th World Council of YMCAs (here, 7-12 August) has called for a 
renewed commitment to strengthen the Christian mission of the YMCAs, notably 
in areas of racial, minority, and migrants' concerns; apartheid; justice; 
development; and peace. 


Theme of the council was ‘Your Will Be Done on Earth.' It brought together 
more than 400 YMCA volunteer leaders and staff representing 83 national YMCA 
movements and area organizations. They discussed issues which emerged from 
YMCA studies and special events in the three years since the previous council, 
and formulated recommendations for continuing action. 


Refugee work remains a high YMCA priority, with a special focus on southern 
Africa, the Middle East, and Central America. 


The council expressed concern about the ‘deteriorating situation of the 
Palestinian people and the growing human-rights violations in the occupied 
territories, including Jerusalem ... where young people have come to the 
forefront of efforts for change.' 


The council called for a program to deepen the understanding of the causes and 
manifestations of the Palestinian problem. YMCAs around the world were urged 
to demonstrate solidarity with those victimised amd suffering by mobilising 
support for Middle East YMCAs to assist these people. | 


Concerns of women and youth were also designated as a high priority for YMCAs 
during the next three years. 


A banker from Peru, Alejandro Vassilaqui, was elected president of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs for the next three years. Nine of the 27 members of the new 
alliance Executive Committee are under 30, and five are women. [EPS] 


South Africa: RC bishops speak out on several issues EPS 88.08.71 
PRETORIA - The administrative board of the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops in southern Africa has condemned recent bombings in shopping areas and 
public places. ‘Whoever is responsible,' the bishops say, ‘there can be no 
justification for these indiscriminate bombings.' But, they add ‘apartheid 
with its built-in structural violence is the root cause of the violent 
reactions we deplore.’ In the same statement, the bishops praise the 
‘courageous stand of 143 conscripts in refusing to serve’ in the South African 
military; support ‘any effort that will bring about genuine peace’ in Angola 
and Namibia; and criticize recent attempts by the government information 
minister to ‘intimidate church leaders into silence on matters which they, in 
the light of their understanding of the gospel, believe that they have not 
only a right but a duty to comment on.' [EPS] 


Prayer days in South Korea, Malaysia EPS 88.08.72 
SEOUL/KUALA LUMPUR - The National Council of Churches in [South] Korea and the 
Christian Federation of Malaysia announced special prayer days this month in 
connection with situations in their countries where they have disagreed with 
the government. In South “orea, the prayer call was for Sunday the 21st. It 
included concern about reunification of the two parts of the Korean 
peninsula. The call in Malaysia was for Wednesday the 3lst. The federation 
says ‘the church has a moral duty to speak out against any measure that 
unjustly restricts man's function as a social, rational, and intelligent 
being.’ The call includes prayer for 'the early release of all the detainees’ 
and ‘justice to be done for the suspended judges during the recent attack on 
the judiciary in Malaysia.‘ [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Public Statements' EPS 88.08.73 


This item is excerpted from the public statements approved by the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches this month [EPS 88.08.61]. 


/ 
Statement on the 40th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 


»». [The committee: ] 


1. reaffirms its commitment to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
to the principles enshrined within it. 


2. welcomes the progress made by states in placing the principles in the 
Universal Declaration into legally-binding commitments. 


3. expresses deep concern for the gap which continues to exist between 
declarations on human rights and implementation, and the tragic human 
suffering this represents as a-result of extensive violation of human rights. 


4. commends the ongoing work of the churches and ecumenical organizations for 
the promotion and protection of human rights, often under difficult 
circumstances. 


5. urges member churches to continue to stress the linkages between 
universally accepted standards of human rights and the Christian commitment to 
human dignity. 


6. encourages the churches to give special attention to the rights of national 
minorities and ethnic groups who suffer from discrimination, and recognise 
that within the human community, rights are inseparable from responsibilities. 


7. calls on the churches to work to examine the root causes and sources of 
human rights violations and the mechanisms and conditions for human rights 
recognition and protection, and through education and action, to work to 
Overcome the obstacles and promote human dignity. 


8. reaffirms human rights advocacy work to be an essential and integral 
component of the world-wide struggle and yearning for peace with justice and 
an important part of the ministry of the church. 


9. calls on member churches to observe December 10, Human Rights Day, with 
prayers of thanksgiving and remembrance. 


An Appeal to Sec ary—Gene t United Natio on Convenin he 
te tional Peace Conferenc t dle 


-.. We request you to undertake immediately preparatory measures to convene 
the International Peace Conference on the Middle East, in accordance with the 
General Assembly Resolution 38/58. ... 


We are greatly encouraged by the successful role played by the UN in resolving 
conflicts like Afghanistan. 


We express appreciation for your new initiative on Cyprus with the hope that 
it will lead to the unity of the country. ... 


We specially welcome the delaration of cease fire in the Iran-Iraq war which 
we hope will end the eight-year-old war, and with the full implementation of 
Security Council resolution 598 will lead to comprehensive settlement. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Horst Hirschler: "Remembering at Bergen-Belsen' EPS 88.08.74 


Hirschler is Lutheran bishop for the greater Hannover area (FRG). This is 
excerpted from his meditation during a pilgrimage by participants in the WCC 
Central Committee meeting to memorial sites on the site of the Nazi 
concentration camp of Bergen-Belsen [EPS 88.08.63]. 


... This is our task. We must remember. We must remember the victims as well 
as those who committed the crimes, and the mentality which eventually led to 
committing those crimes. 


In summer 1944, i.e. during the last horrible year for those in this 
concentration camp, I was a young boy of 11 years and spent nice holidays with 
my grandfather, 20 kilometers from here. Nobody spoke about the things that 
happened here in the place where we were. 


To be sure, I knew from my father that there were concentration camps. We knew 
that people there were suffering from hunger. We knew that Martin Niemoller 
was an inmate in such a camp. But what really happened we could not even 
imagine. 


At school we learned that Jews and communists were in those camps by right. We 
learned that they had caused the war. And we learned that there were 
different kinds and races of human beings, and that Jews and others were 
inferior. 


It was the time of war and hatred. We witnessed the destruction of our cities 
and how civilian people died through the enemy bombers. We did not realize 
that we had started it all. It was the time of killing. 


That it was also the time of crime, we learned to the full extent only after 
the war. Members of the SS, who had been described to us as examples to be 
followed, had been the criminals in those camps. 
I have never been able to forget that. The simplest thing would have been to 
say: Well, the guards in the camps, men and women alike, were criminals, they 
were bad by nature, and of course they should be imprisoned. 


But then I read their biographies. They were normal people. Some of them had 
had high ideals. 


But then they had given in to that criminal conception of man which Hitler and 
others had taught them. People were divided into valuable ones and worthless 
ones. The worthless ones were to be exterminated. They had to starve. 


That this had been possible in the land of Martin Luther will be a remaining 
burden for me. Even more, I always keep in my mind that I myself, if I had 
been older, might have become part of all this. ... 


The second remembrance concerns the victims. We have to remember the people, 
the men and women, the old and the young. We have to remember their broken 
and destroyed lives. 


To remember means to read their diaries, the biographies of those who 
survived, the letters, the pictures, the sketches they made. It also means to 
remember those who in the darkness of these camps have still helped each other. 


For the sake of their suffering, it is necessary that we do not put aside 


these memories, for if we forget their sufferings, we shall kill them once 
more. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kwok Nai Wang: ‘Challenges as Hong Kong approaches 1997’ EPS 88.08.75 


Kwok is the outgoing geveral secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council 
This item appeared in News and Views, the HKCC English-1 u 

= a t . 
(Related items: EPS 88.08.41,55.) i ie eis le Spe 


The Social Context. 1 July 1997 is the historical watershed for Hong Kong. 
On that day, Hong Kong wii! cease to be a British Crown Colony and will become 
instead a Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China. 


Although the Chinese leadership has repeatedly told Hong citizens that for 50 
years after 1997 there will be no changes in Hong Kong regarding its social 
systems and lifestyles, nonetheless, people in Hong Kong, on the whole, are 
very apprehensive. They know that, for better or for worse, fundamental 
changes are going to come. 


Hong Kong will become a part of China. The United Kingdom and China are two 
entirely different sovereign states. Their economic—political-cultural 
backgrounds are extremely different; and their expectations regarding Hong 
Kong also differ immensely. 


On the face of it, most people thought the Sino-British Joint Declaration 
regarding the future of Hong Kong was a good arrangement for Hong Kong. 
China would adopt the ‘one country, two systems' formula and let Hong Kong 
have a highly autonomous government. 


But somehow, as time has progressed, and as the relevant authorities and 
parties have gone on to work out the implementation of the Joint Declaration, 
more and more people have become anxious, or even fearful, about Hong Kong's 
future - for it is their future as well. 


Firstiy, about half of the people now living in Hong Kong came out of China 
after 1949, Most of them had rather unpleasant experiences when they lived 
under the Communist regime in the mainland. So they don't trust the Chinese 
Communist system. 


Then, there are the intellectuals who think that the ‘one country, two 
systems' concept is noble, yet it can never be put into practice. Lastly, 
there are many others who feel that the top Chinese leadership may not truly 
understand the real situation in Hong Kong, what the wishes of the Hong Kong 
people are and what makes Hong Kong tick, and therefore, even with the best 
intentions, they may not make the right decisions for Hong Kong. 


All in all, the general ood in Hong Kong is that the majority of the people 
Bee aur. Optimistic avout its future, Those who can emigrate to other 
countries have either left or are making plans to do so. Those who cannot 
leave have no other choice but to remain passively. 


There are a few who ar= concerned, and dare to speak up. Roughly speaking, 
there are two major opinions: 


Firstly, there are those who think that people in Hong Kong should not fight 
Beijing. Beijing will then be good to Hong Kong. So they advocate, ‘Let's 
maintain the status quo and play it safe.' These are the big business 
“people, the privileged class and the pro-Beijing elements. 


Secondly, there are these who have stood up to speak on behalf of the 
masses. They think that for the well-being of the common lot, Hong Kong 
should have a government that is firmly rooted with the people in Hong Kong. 

It would then reflect better the interests of the great majority and not just 
the privileged few. They are labelled as the democratic or liberal elements. 


[over] 


hkcc/2 


The Church's Response: There are approximately ... {half a million 
Christians] in Hong Kong (out of a total population of about 5.5 million). 
[Besides the Roman Catholic church, there are,] broadly speaking, ... three 


major Protestant groups: 


(1) The mainline churches, whose emphases are on providing social services 
for the wider community in Hong Kong. (Christian churches and organizations 
reportedly provide more than 60 percent of social welfare, more than 40 
percent of the educational and about 20 percent of the medical and health 
services in Hong Kong, with heavy government subsidies. ) 


(2) The evangelical churches, whose emphases are on church growth. 


(3) The independent churches (who do not have traditional confessional 
linkages) whose main interest seems to be in congregational consolidation. 


As a whole, the contribution of the churches to the Hong Kong society has been 
well recognized. But, in recent years, as Hong Kong has been facing radical 
social changes, many people have begun to question whether the churches’ 
response is adequate. 


Many would say that the churches have failed to teach their members about the 
importance of ‘Christian social concern’ over the long years, so when they 
have to deal head-on with any important social issues of the day, they do not 
get the backing from the pew Christians. So the leadership cannot move. 


By and large, the Christian churches today are either on the edge or, worse 
still, are irrelevant to the whole social process. If they are concerned, 
they are only willing to deal with the tip of the iceberg of the whole process 
of social change. 


But they do not want to look at a social issue in depth from the macro as well 
as Christian point of view. The churches in Hong Kong are not equipped to 
deal with structural problems. 


I personally maintain that the 1997 issue offers the churches in Hong Kong 
great opportunities to evangelize, to serve and to witness. In a time when 
people are afraid to look at the future, and therefore become withdrawn and 
less involved, the churches must declare to these people, in word and in deed, 
that God cares. 


The church must first learn to stand by the side of the masses, to listen to 
their needs and anxieties, and try to help them articulate the same, before 
they earn the right to speak. At this crucial time in the history of Hong 
Kong, the church must show the citizens of Hong Kong what it stands for in 
unequivocal terms - justice and freedom for all, or for just a few - if it 
wants to gain their confidence. 


As a start, this is the agenda for the churches in Hong Kong set forth by a 
major mission consultation organized by the Hong Kong Christian Council, 
entitled the Mid-Decade Mission Consultation: (1) participation in political 
reforms in Hong Kong and in drafting of the Basic Law, (2), promotion of civic 
education, (3), protection of the livelihood of the masses, (4), renewal of 
local church congregations, (5), strengthening of inter-church cooperation. 


Unfortunately, the follow-up work of this consultation has been minimal 


tet little enthusiasm has been shown amongst the church leadership. 
EPS 
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(The address for all three of the following is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.) A 
progress report (covering the period from the beginning of last year till now) 
on the Ecumenical Decade - Churches in Solidarity With Women is available 
from WCC/Women. The 1987 WCC financial report is available from 
WCC/Finance. A packet of resource material on the international debt crisis 
is available from WCC/CCPD. 


The ecumenical Committee of Churches for Emergency Help [Paraguay] has 
published a brochure about itself in Spanish and English. Write Gral. Diaz 
429, Asuncion. 


Helping the editor with EPS coverage of the WCC Central Committee meeting for 
this and the last three issues were journalists Marlin VanElderen, Matthias 
Schmale, and Michael Phalatse. Thanks also to Evelyne Corelli and Libby 
Visinand for administrative assistance for EPS in Hannover, and to EPS 
administrative assistant Désirée De Rycke, who kept the EPS office open in 
Geneva during the editor's work travel during July and August. 


EPS copy deadlines (7h00 GMT) are Wednesday, 31 August, Tuesdays 6 and 13 
September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 22 August. The next is scheduled 
for 1 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. 
You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. i 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US dollars, 
26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch 
guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish Kronor, 175 Indian 
rupees, 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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ZIMBABWE: CHURCH HOSPITALS Ecumenical Press 
SEEK CLOSER GOVERNMENT LINKS Service 88.08.76 
HARARE - On a continent where many church-related social-service groups 


jealously guard their independence, the Zimbabwe Association of Church 
Hospitals (ZACH) has taken the unusual step of seeking full integration of its 
staff into a public system covering government health workers. 


The state already pays about 75 percent of the cost of running the nation's 62 
church hospitals, including workers' salaries. 


The problem, ZACH executive secretary Robson Nyenye says, is that mission 


hospital workers don't get pension, promotion, and post-graduate-training 
benefits provided at government institutions. 


As a result, he told the national news agency ZIANA, ZACH employs expatriates 
in most key posts. 


All but three of the 70 doctors at mission hospitals are foreigners, he said. 


If integration happens, one conflict looms, as the Zimbabwe Scientific, Social 


and Cultural Workers Union is demanding that state-financed church centers 
Stop policing workers' lives. 


General Secretary Francis Kunaka charges some hospitals violate Zimbabwe's 


labor laws by barring employees’ from smokin 
g drinking ropagatin 
non-Christian faiths, or practising polygamy. [EPS] ’ »  propag & 


ROUNDUP: WCC COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
TAKES UP SEVERAL ISSUES Service 88.08.77 


HANNOVER (Federal Republic of Germany) - On the agenda of this year's meeting 
of the governing Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (here, 
11-20 August) were: planning for a trio of large global ecumenical meetings in 
1989, 1990, and 1991; actions on public issues; commemorations; presentations 
on major WCC issues; and chances to meet German Christians. 


With the WCC Seventh Assembly two-plus years away (7-20 February 1991, 
Canberra, Australia), the liveliest assembly-related discussions here were on 
the theme and subthemes for, and the composition of the gathering. 


‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation’ was chosen as its theme. 
Sub-themes are 'Giver of Life -— Sustain your Creation! Spirit of Truth - Set 
us Free! Spirit of Unity - Reconcile your People! Holy Spirit - Transform 
and Sanctify Us!' 


Vigorous debate here about the desired percentages of women, youth, and 
victims of racism or casteism among the approximately 950 delegates to be at 
the assembly was set in the context of WCC rules, which give each member 
church an unrestricted right to name its own delegates, and warnings from some 
committee members about the danger of turning the WCC into a federation of 
‘interest groups’. 


Planning for next year's World Conference on Mission and Evangelism (San 
Antonio, Texas, USA, 22 May-1 June) was reviewed. The committee endorsed 
plans for a World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC) to be held in Seoul, South Korea (5-13 March). 


In asking the UN secretary general to begin preparing at once an international 
peace conference on the Middle East, the committee said the conference should 
ensure ‘recognition of and guarantees for the rights and security of all 
states in the region, including the state of Israel, for existence within 
secure and internationally recognized boundaries', ‘realization of the rights 
of the Palestinian people, including their right to establish a state of their 
own', and recognition of ‘the importance of Jerusalem as a holy city for the 
three monotheistic religions’. 


In response to reports of violations of human rights of ethnic minorities in 
Romania, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro was asked to take ‘appropriate 
actions, including the convening of church leaders in the area’. 


The committee 'strongly protested’ last December's expulsion from Singapore of 
the headquarters of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and called 
attention to 'new disturbing trends regarding religious liberty and human 
rights in several Asian countries’. 


Church entities were asked to consider not using Singapore Airlines or holding 
ecumenical meetings in Singapore until the government assures freedom of the 
press and entry visas for all delegates. 


Reiterating previous WCC calls for ‘comprehensive and mandatory sanctions 
against South Africa', the committee also encouraged WCC members ‘to support 
the international campaign to boycott the Shell Oil Corporation’. 


It asked them to keep their governments aware that 'Namibian resources are 
still being taken out of the country in violation of UN resolutions' and said 
companies earning profits by selling such resources should use the profits to 
help pay for implementing UN Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. [over] 


roundup/2 


The committee reaffirmed the WCC commitment to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted in Paris 40 years ago; noted ‘disturbing ... trends 
towards racism and xenophobia' toward persons seeking asylum in many countries 
of the North; and welcomed 'the general reduction of East-West tension and the 
opportunities for the resolution of conflicts in several regions of the 
developing world.' 


Other international concerns - Sudan, Haiti, Burma, reunification of Korea, 
new developments in Marxist-led societies, and the dumping of toxic waste - 
were also the subject of committee resolutions. 


On Sunday, 14 August, in televised worship in an historic centre-city church, 
the committee celebrated the 40th anniversary of the founding of the WCC. 


Those who constituted the council, said Castro in his sermon, ‘believed it was 
possible to overcome centuries of indifference and even hatred among 
Christians, to surmount the history of wars of religion, and affirm that in 
God's loving will, we are one people and must show that unity to the world.’ 


Afterwards, there were messages from the president of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, and Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I; and recollections of the WCC 
First Assembly by six people present for it in Amsterdam in 1948. 


One afternoon, about 300 participants made an afternoon-long visit to memorial 
places on the site of Belsen, the Nazi concentration camp at Bergen, about 70 
kilometres from here. 


Most of the pilgrimage was silent, but there were brief special services at a 
Soviet memorial, where a Russian Orthodox archbishop led a sung litany; at a 
Jewish memorial, where local Jewish leaders spoke, and read and sang psalms; 
and at the cemetery for those who died after the camp was liberated. 


In a sermon at that cemetery, Horst Hirschler, the Lutheran bishop for the 
Hannover area, said that 'we must remember the victims as well as those who 
committed the crimes, and the mentality which ... led to ... those crimes.' 


In five ‘deliberative plenary' sessions, the committee discussed the assembly, 
JPIC, the Ecumenical Decade: Churches in Solidarity with Women, ‘liberating 
diakonia', and steps towards Christian unity in the last four decades. 


The committee asked WCC member churches to work at a ‘radical transformation' 
of how resources are shared, and affirmed a WCC commitment to a ‘common 
discipline of sharing among all God's people.' 


In closed sessions, the committee authorized the appointment of new directors 
for three of the 14 WCC program sub-units, and extended Castro's term three 
years, to the end of 1992, by which time he will be 65. 


Before and after the meeting, small groups of committee participants visited 
parishes in Federal Germany and Denmark for a few days. On the Sunday during 
the meeting, some members went to parishes in the region. One evening was 
devoted to cabaret sketches presenting West German church life. 


A full discussion of WCC-Roman Catholic relations was projected for the next 
committee meeting (in Moscow next July), as was a report of a study on the 


possibility of the WCC establishing an ecumenical news service/agency with 
other ecumenical partners. [EPS] 


PROPOSAL ON INTERFAITH DIALOGUE Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS DEBATE IN WCC COMMITTEE Service 88.08.78 


HANNOVER - A proposal that adherents of other faiths be included in 
preparatory discussions on the theme of the next assembly of the World Council 
of Churches (Canberra, February 1991) was strongly resisted by several members 
of the WCC Central Committee at its meeting here (11-20 August). 


Theme of the next assembly is 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation.' 
[EPS 88.08.79]. 


Chrysostomos of Peristerion (Eastern Orthodox, Greece) said such discussions 
would be an approval of '‘'syncretism' (the mixing of religions). 'We cannot 
accept revelations outside of Christianity,' he said. 


According to Aaron Tolen (Reformed [Presbyterian], Cameroon), a discussion on 
the assembly theme should not be forced on people from other faiths. He said 
differences between Christianity and other religions should not be obscured. 
"A faithless unity' cannot be considered a genuine unity, he observed. 


Both Georges Tsetsis (Eastern Orthodox, Switzerland) and Kyril of Smolensk 
(Eastern Orthodox, USSR) said Christians are the ones the WCC should be 
calling together to discuss the assembly theme. 


Chrysostomos' remarks in particular drew vigorous rebuttal from Annathaie 
Abayasekera (Anglican, Sri Lanka). She said 'dialogue does not mean 
syncretism but the presence of God.' She called it ‘disturbing that people 
are so threatened' by dialogues with people from other faiths. 


In third-world countries, Christians are often in a minority and thus dialogue 
with people from other faiths is vital, I. Jesudasan (United [CSI], India) 
told the committee. 'Jesus Christ belongs to all, not only to one group,' he 
said. 


Pointing out that the assembly theme is likely to be of specific interest to 
Christians, Martin Kruse (United, Federal Germany) suggested that a dialogue 
with people from other faiths should not centre on the theme, but instead on 
relevant topics on the assembly agenda. 


Finally, the committee accepted a reworded recommendation that multi-lateral 

and multi-cultural dialogues involving people from ‘traditional religions, ... 
the aboriginal and Maori peoples of Australia and New Zealand, people of 
traditional Pacific cultures, native peoples of North and South America, and 
of Africa' should be organized on ‘assembly issues of common concern. ' 


In another action with interfaith implications, the committee agreed that a 
plenary session at next July's Central Committee meeting is to be ‘devoted to 
issues of dialogue with living faiths.' 


In other actions, the committee: 


— recommended that a WCC group be set up to examine the ‘social, ethical, 
ecological, and theological implications of molecular genetics.' 


— referred the issue of toxic waste dumping to the Church and Society Working 
Committee to study what appropriate church action can be taken. 


- approved a 1989 WCC net expense budget of 42.57 million Swiss francs. [EPS] 


"COME HOLY SPIRIT — RENEW THE Ecumenical Press 
WHOLE CREATION' IS WCC THEME Service 88.08.79 


HANNOVER -— Modifying the recommendation of its 2l1-member Assembly Planning 
Committee (APC) [EPS 88.08.49], the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches chose 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation' as the theme for 
the WCC Seventh Assembly, to be held in the Australian capital Canberra 7-20 


February 1991. 


During plenary discussion on the theme, several members underlined concerns 
expressed earlier that the APC suggestion ('Come, Holy Spirit -— Renew the Face 
of the Earth') would create difficulties and potential misunderstandings when 
translated into other languages, and might be misinterpreted by some as having 
a strictly '‘ecological' focus. 


Despite reassurances that the poetic biblical phrase 'the face of the earth’ 
(from Psalm 104:30) means ‘the fullness of creation and of life and the whole 
inhabited earth', committee member Bena-Silu (Kimbanguist, Zaire) warned that 
‘metaphorical language can create confusion'. Other speakers observed that 
‘the whole creation' is also a biblical idea (for example, in Romans 8:22). 


Four sub-themes were also approved: Giver of Life - Sustain your Creation! 
Spirit of Truth - Set us Free! Spirit of Unity - Reconcile your People! Holy 
Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us! 


WCC rules provide that member churches appoint no fewer than 85 percent of 
assembly delegates, expected to number about 950. To achieve certain 
balances, the committee may propose to churches the names of persons they may 
appoint as additional delegates. 


Several committee members warned that any decision infringing on the member 
churches' right to name their own delegates would not in any case be binding. 
Some expressed concern that too many percentages were being proposed. 


There was a proposal that 'the goal' for participation of women be 40 percent, 
"but we note that this falls short of the recommendation of 50 percent' made 
previously in WCC resolutions. 


Invoking a rarely-used WCC rule of procedure, Eastern Orthodox Metropolitan 
Chrysostomos of Peristerion (Greece) said no vote could be taken on that 
recommendation because it ‘goes against my ecclesiological self- 
understanding' (about who should represent a church, and who can decide 
that). Voting was then postponed pending further consultation. 


The committee later accepted a compromise wording for the policy: 'to secure 
the fullest possible participation of the whole people of God - clergy, laity, 
women, youth, people with disabilities, victims of societies, etc. - in the 
life and work of the council as well as in its assemblies, in an attempt to 
reach the goals proposed by the WCC (i.e. 20 percent for youth and 40 percent 


for women), and in accordance with the traditions and practices of each member 
church. ' 


Study of Ecumenical News Agency 


In other action, the committee welcomed a proposal to study the possibility of 
establishing an ecumenical news agency/service, in cooperation with ecumenical 
partners. The committee is to receive a report on the Study results at its 
next meeting (in Moscow next July). [EPS] 


MARXIST-LED SOCIETIES TO Ecumenical Press 
BE STUDIED ECUMENICALLY Service 88.08.80 


HANNOVER —- Differing views of how to assess 'new developments in Marxist-led 
societies' emerged during the meeting (here, 11-20 August) of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Expressing ‘complete dissatisfaction with the modesty' of a proposed statement 
asking for study of these developments, Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kyril said 
the church in Marxist-led societies needs strong ecumenical support. 


Other committee members said it is very difficult to make a proper analysis 
from outside of what is going on. Remko Mooi (Reformed, Netherlands) said 
governments in those countries 'do not need our encouragement.' 


Adebisi Sowunmi (Anglican, Nigeria) urged the committee to welcome the new 
economic and political changes in Marxist-led societies and to acknowledge the 
‘fresh approaches to ideological and philosophical issues.' John Romanides 
(Eastern Orthodox, Greece) wondered whether such an acknowledgement would mean 
a ‘defense of metaphysics' alien to Orthodoxy. 


In the end, the committee accepted a revised wording. It notes with 'great 
interest the developments in many Marxist-led societies which have profound 
and positive implications for the life and witness of the churches in these 
societies, and the ecumenical community’. It urges special study and 
examination of these developments, ‘including the economic and political 
changes, the fresh approaches to ideological and philosophical issues, and the 
contribution of the churches toward the restructuring of the society.' 


In other actions, the committee: 


- asked WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to intensify efforts for a 
peaceful solution to the civil war in the Sudan, and that humanitarian 
assistance and support to the church there continue. 


- called for ‘special attention to the situation in Haiti.' 


- requested a ‘letter of pastoral support [from Castro] to the churches in 
Burma in view of new developments there,' a reference to recent changes of 
leadership and mass demonstrations there. 


- asked for a WCC policy statement 'on peace and reunification of Korea,' 
and encouraged participation by North Korean Christians in WCC meetings, 
including the next assembly. (The WCC has three South Korean members.) 


- urged support for the church in the Pacific, especially with regard to 
‘decolonisation in New Caledonia and reconciliation in Fiji,' the campaign by 
church people there against nuclear testing, and their ‘studies on the effects 
of nuclear radiation and the dumping of toxic wastes.' 


—- approved study of the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society and 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, with a report on future relationships between 
these two ecumenical lending instruments and the WCC to be made next year. 


- asked that an ‘ecumenical statement on Christian perspectives in economic 
life' be presented at its next meeting. 


— extended the mandate of the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin 
America (HRROLA) into 1992, with HRROLA experiences to be used in efforts to 
find a way to express the WCC commitment to human rights everywhere. [EPS] 


WCC COMMITTEE SPEAKS ON SINGAPORE, Ecumenical Press 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, REFUGEES, TENSION Service 88.08.81 


HANNOVER -— In a statement that ‘strongly protests' last December's expulsion 
from Singapore of the headquarters of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) 
[EPS 88.01.01; 03.31,128], the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches (meeting here, 11-20 August) called attention to ‘new disturbing 
trends regarding religious liberty and human rights in several Asian 
countries'. 


The committee also reiterated previous WCC calls for ‘comprehensive and 
mandatory sanctions against South Africa,' and encouraged WCC members ‘to 
support the international campaign to boycott the Shell Oil Corporation'; and 
adopted a statement on the deteriorating situation of the world's refugees. 


It welcomed 'new developments in international relations especially reflected 
in the general reduction of East-West tension, and the opportunities for the 
resolution of [several] conflicts', notably in Afghanistan, Iran-Iraq, Central 
America, southern Africa, Cyprus, and Kampuchea. 


Affirming its support for the engagement of CCA and other Asian ecumenical and 
church bodies for human rights and justice, the committee asked WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to convey its concerns to Asian governments and, in 
consultation with the CCA and Asian churches, ‘to explain to them the nature 
and functioning of ecumenical bodies.' 


At the suggestion of committee member Jun Sabug (Philippine Independent 
Church), the committee urged churches and related agencies to consider not 
using Singapore Airlines, and not holding ecumenical meetings in Singapore 
until the government assures freedom of the press and entry visas for all 
delegates. 


Noting that state repression has intensified this year in South Africa - 
"showing the worst features of state terrorism' -— the committee called for the 
immediate release of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners there. 


Pointing to new developments 'which might lead to the independence' of Namibia 
from South Africa (a reference to recent agreements on Namibia and Angola by 
South Africa, Cuba, Angola, and the United States), the committee asked member 
churches 'to keep their governments aware of the fact that Namibian resources 
are still being taken out of the country in violation of UN resolutions.' 


It said multinational corporations profiting from the sale of Namibian 
ressources should deposit that money in a trust fund to help cover the costs 
of implementing UN Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


The committee also drew attention to the activities of the anti-government 
Mozambican National Resistance - ‘an agent of the Pretoria regime to 
destabilize her neighbor.' It said MNR atrocities have resulted in large 
numbers of refugees fleeing to neighboring states. 


Highlighting the plight of refugees, especially women and children in 
countries of the South, the committee noted ‘disturbing ... trends towards 
racism and xenophobia in many host countries in the North which, in comparison 
with countries in the South, host very small numbers of asylum-seekers.' 


Without referring to any countries by name, it called on member churches to 
strengthen support for all refugees and asylum seekers; to advocate humane 


refugee policies; and to oppose "destabilizing policies by those governments 
which are uprooting so many from their homelands.' [EPS] 


AMSTERDAM CELEBRATIONS MARK Ecumenical Press 
WCC'S FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY Service 88.08.82 


AMSTERDAM - As a church bell tolled 40 times, about 1200 worshippers gathered 
in the Oude Kerk (Old Church) here (21 August) for a two-and-—a-quarter-hour 
service of thanksgiving and rededication commemorating the 40th anniversary of 
the founding of the World Council of Churches. 


The WCC was officially constituted on Monday, 23 August 1948, at the opening 


session of the first assembly here. The day before, delegates from 147 
churches had worshipped together in the Niewe Kerk (New Church) on the Dam 
Square in the heart of Amsterdam, now a museum. Among guests at the 40th 


anniversary service were Netherlands queen Beatrix, prime minister Ruud 
Lubbers, and an international delegation of ten WCC representatives, who 
travelled here after the close of the Central Committee meeting in Hannover, 
FRG. 


In his sermon WCC general secretary Emilio Castro evoked some of the 
uncertainties of the immediate postwar period during which the WCC was 


founded. Delegates ‘came to Amsterdam to try to embrace each other', he 
said, 'but they were also looking around to see if they could trust each 
other.' And, with the war scarcely ended, new international troubles were on 


the horizon. 


uf 
However, Castro noted, the first assembly said nothing about the war of 
liberation which had begun in.-Indonesia and little about 'the tragedy then 


going on in the Middle East.' That, he suggested, is a ‘permanent, humbling 
reminder that the ecumenical movement's concern for society sometimes forgets 
certain corners of the world.' Yet at the same time, some of those who came 


to Amsterdam from the Third World went home, ‘full of the ideals of the 
assembly, to be in the forefront as protagonists in the struggle for 
decolonization in their countries.' 


Recalling the gospel (John 6:66-67) read earlier in the service by J. 
Lescarauwaet, Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop of Haarlem, Castro said that 
‘the temptation is always there - for the ecumenical movement, too —- to go 
away when we discover what the cost of discipleship is. But if Jesus Christ 
was faithful to the way of the cross, can the disciples who take his name 
follow any other way?' As the WCC enters on a new period of history, Castro 
said, 'the vision and the vocation remain always the same. We are the people 
of Jesus Christ, who cannot remain quiet as long as there is injustice in the 
world and who cannot rest as long as the church remains divided. ... Centred 
in Jesus Christ, the ecumenical future is an invitation to adventure and an 
affirmation of hope.' 


Sytze de Vries, pastor of the Oude Kerk (Netherlands Reformed) congregation, 
celebrated the Lord's Supper. The choir and congregation joined in a sung 
eucharistic prayer set to music by Oude Kerk organist-choirmaster Willem 
Vogel. Bread and wine were distributed in various parts of the sanctuary by 
Dutch church representatives and WCC official guests. Earlier in the service 
short words of greeting, spoken on behalf of churches from all over the 
oikoumene, were given by Castro, his predecessor Philip Potter, three WCC 
presidents, five Central Committee members (including two officers), and 
Georges Tsetsis, permanent representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at 
the WCC. 


WCC president Paulos Gregorios, speaking in Malayalam and English, brought 
greetings 'from the churches of Asia in the name of Jesus Christ, who was an 
Asian.' Bishop Johannes Hempel of the German Democratic Republic, also a WCC 
president, spoke with appreciation of the many ties between Dutch 
congregations and parishes in his own country, ‘as together we struggle with 
our mission in a secularized society.' [over] 


anniversary/2 


Following a longstanding ecumenical tradition, the concluding hymn, sung in 
French, was the Swiss Easter anthem, 'A Toi la Gloire' (Yours be the glory) - 
also used in the service at the Nieuwe Kerk 40 years earlier. After the 
service, a number of local parishes served coffee and light snacks, and 
participants wishing further information about the ecumenical movement and the 
World Council of Churches were invited to gather informally for conversation 
about the WCC around six 'speakers' points' in the 16th-century church. 


In addition to the celebrative worship service, Dutch churches marked the 
WCC's anniversary with a Saturday ‘World Council of Churches Day' at the Free 
University of Amsterdam. About 500 people registered for the event. 
Opening the discussion of ‘what the WCC means for the life of churches and 
Christians now and in the future', Dutch theologian Dick Mulder, a former 
moderator of the WCC working group on dialogue, called the 1948 founding of 
the council 'a great event in 20th-century church history. ... The criticism 
of and skepticism about the WCC we sometimes read in the Dutch press or hear 
among our theologians has to be seen in the light of this fact", he said. 


Mulder's overview of the history of the WCC accented the challenge of holding 
together the concerns of '‘'Faith and Order' and ‘Life and Work' - the two 
movements that joined in 1938 to plan the founding of the WCC. He expressed 
concern (echoed later in the day in a short address by Potter) about the 
falling away of youth from the ecumenical movement, and about ‘relations 
between "Geneva" and the "grassroots",' 


Joining Mulder on the platform was Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. The Dutch churchman 
described the ecumenical movement as ‘a gift of God to the whole Christian 
world of this century.' 


Although Roman Catholic involvement in the WCC was minimal before the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-65), with Catholic officials forbidding attendance at 
the first two WCC assemblies, Willebrands said there were strong early 
impulses for unity in the Roman Catholic Church as well. He was himself a 
member of a small group of European Catholics who began in 1951 to meet 
regularly to discuss ecumenical questions. 


Following Willebrands' address, Marja van der Veen-Schenkeveld (a Dutch member 
of the WCC Central Committee) spoke about 'Women in the World Council’. She 
traced the history of women's involvement back to the WCC's earliest years, 
when the first general secretary, W. A. Visser 't Hooft, encouraged the 
collection of stories about how women had played a role in the church during 
the war; through the 1970s, when then-WCC women's subunit director Brigalia 
Bam ‘taught us to tell each other our stories', helping to close the gap 
between feminist women from the West and women from the Third World, for whom 
sexism was one of several forms of oppression they suffered; up to the 
present, when, she said, the WCC needs to take a much deeper ecumenical 
theological look at the question of ordination and church office. 


During the afternoon, participants could choose one of seven workshops about 
major themes for the WCC today: dialogue with people of living faiths, women 


in church and society, racism, the search for visible unity, the church and 
development, mission, and youth. 


The day concluded with a freewheeling ‘ecumenical cabaret', in which a group 
of people from various churches presented sketches and original songs that 


took a lighthearted, if sometimes pointed, look at church life in the 
Netherlands. [EPS] 


LANGUAGE ABOUT GOD PROMPTS Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL COMMITTEE DEBATE Service 88.08.83 


HANNOVER - Changing or doing away with some New Testament language about God 
(such as references to God's ‘kingdom’ or 'God the Father') will create a 
serious ecumenical crisis, according to some members of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches (which met here, 11-20 August). 


Georges Tsetsis (Eastern Orthodox, Switzerland) said such changes -— favored by 
some aS a way to avoid inferences that God is male - could lead to ‘a new 
heresy which could be worse than those of other decades.' Expressing general 
support for the WCC's new ‘Ecumenical Decade: Churches in Solidarity with 
Women,' Tsetsis warned that if such changes in language about God are on its 
agenda, it will turn out to be a ‘decade of disintegration of the WCC.' 


Describing it as a ‘beautiful idea to engage women in the life of the church,' 
Kyril of Smolensk (Eastern Orthodox, USSR) asked why this should be done in 
such a way that it ‘brings new divisions between the churches.' Chrysostomos 
of Peristerion (Eastern Orthodox, Greece) accused Protestants of ‘destroying 
the Biblical language.' He said the issue should be examined by the next WCC 
assembly (in 1991). Otherwise, ‘our place in the WCC is rather disputable.' 


These views drew strong responses from several other committee members. Peter 
Lodberg (Lutheran, Denmark) noted that his church is this year celebrating the 
40th anniversary of women's ordination. He said a greater church role for 
women does not mean ‘losing our evangelical faith', but has ‘challenged us to 
look on our biblical traditions and to gain new insights into them.' 


Annathaie Abayasekera (Anglican, Sri Lanka) said those speaking against full 
participation of women further marginalize those in minority situations such 
as ‘women who are not able to make it to the leadership of their churches.' 
Noting that before coming into contact with the ecumenical movement 'I was not 
converted to the feminist issue," she said she has learnt a lot since then, 
especially how ‘not to be a token.' She said that if the contribution of the 
marginalized is not wanted, they 'may have to stop coming to the WCC.' 


Hildegard Zumach (Evangelical Church in [West] Germany) underlined that the 
decade continues and intensifies the WCC's 'Community of Women and Men in the 
Church' program (started in 1975), and that it ‘will not split the WCC.' 


Avery Post ([US] United Church of Christ) said he hoped he was wrong in 
sensing a ‘spirit of resistance, reserve or even acrimony' at the beginning of 
the decade. According to Puafitu Faa'alo ([Reformed] Church of Tuvalu), the 
fact that the concerns of women and youth are on the agenda of the WCC is a 
result of the ‘failure of the churches to live according to the gospel.’ It 
is 'time to learn how to live together,' he said. 


The committee ended the discussion by ‘welcoming the direction and 
development' of the decade, and asking for a WCC study on the use of 
theological language. 


At the closing plenary, there was also some opposition to a proposal that the 
next assembly elect a person under 30 as one of the seven WCC presidents. 
John Habgood (Anglican, England) said it ‘requires a degree of maturity' to 
represent the WCC on a global level as a president does. He said 
preoccupation with the question of percentages of youth, women, etc. in WCC 
activities 'makes us look like we are obsessed with the wrong things.' 


In the end, the committee formally noted the proposal without either endorsing 
or rejecting it. [EPS] 


BOTHA REPLIES TO CHIKANE Ecumenical Press 
ON MANDELA'S CARE, HEALTH Service 88.08.84 


JOHANNESBURG - In reply to expressions of concern about the health and medical 
care of imprisoned black leader Nelson Mandela, South African President P.W. 
Botha wrote (17 August) to General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South 
African Council of Churches. 


In his reply, Botha said 'the high standard of medical care prisoners receive 
in our prisons, as well as the careful application of health measures there 
are matters of public knowledge.' 


Botha described Mandela - in jail for more than a quarter of a century - as a 
‘prisoner in a special category of his own, and in these matters (as in 
others), he for obvious reasons receives even more special and individual 
attention.’ 


Reacting to a proposal that a family-approved team of medical experts should 
be allowed to visit Mandela to evaluate his state of health and the care he is 
receiving, Botha says ‘he is being treated by doctors that are internationally 
recognised as experts in their fields.' 


Therefore, Botha says, Mandela and the ‘medical team presently in charge of 
his treatment,’ should ‘decide on whether other medical assistance should be 
called in.' 


He concludes with an assurance that 'we are even more concerned [about Mandela 
and his health], and do wish Mr. Mandela a speedy recovery.' [EPS] 


ECUTEXT. "Message to Romanian Church Representatives’ EPS 88.08.85 


This telegram was sent (4 July) by General Secretaries Emilio Castro and Jean 
Fischer of the World Council of Churches and Conference of European Churches 
respectively to leaders of WCC and CEC member churches in Romania. (Related 
item: EPS 88.08.61.) 


...- We send this message to raise with you matter of deep concern brought to 
our attention. 


This is about Romanian government's reported decision to demolish about seven 
thousand villages and replace them with agro-industrial complexes. 


While at this stage we do not know about merits of plan for economic 
development of the country the possible adverse consequences for the cultural, 
religious and social life of the population have to be seriously considered. 
The special implications for the national minorities are also being raised. 

We are aware that you are following the development closely. 

We request you to be kind enough to share with us your information and 


assessment of the situation and advise us how best we can be of any assistance 
in promoting understanding and reconciliation. 


We assure you of your abiding interest in the welfare of all people of Romania 
and uphold them in our prayers. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘More WCC Statements on Public Issues' EPS 88.08.86 


The following are excerpts of statements on public issues approved by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Hannover 
(11-20 August). Related items: EPS 88.08.61,73,81. 


Statement on the Expulsion of the Christian Conference of Asia from Singapore 


The expulsion of the Christian Conference of Asia from Singapore by the 
Singapore government at the end of 1987, in addition to infringing blatantly 
the rights of the ecumenical body, reflects a pattern of violation of human 
rights which should be of special concern to the churches. The expulsion of 
CCA from Singapore has raised four larger issues which should cause profound 
concern to the churches. 


Firstly, the functioning and participation in organizations of churches and 
other religious bodies are part of religious liberty including the freedom of 
association that goes with it. Curtailment of such rights is of particular 
concern to the ecumenical movement. 


Secondly, the government's action raises again the serious’ theological 
question of the churches' understanding of and response to the critical 
realities of church-state relations. 


Thirdly, the Singapore government's expulsion of CCA followed the detention 
without trial under harsh security laws of social and community workers; among 
them were several who are church-related. One of the charges against the CCA 
was the support given to them. 


Fourthly, the government action also was a deliberate attempt to denigrate the 
ecumenical organization by falsely linking it to 'subversive' movements and 
SOLOts! pF: 


Refugees and Asylum 


1. The world refugee problem always has been high on the ecumenical agenda. 
... Refugees differ from others who leave their homelands in that they are 
motivated by fear and seek protection in other countries. 


2. It is with profound sadness and with deep concern that the Central 
Committee ... takes note of the fact that the refugee situation has worsened 
during the past seven years. Millions of people have been uprooted from their 
homes. 


Today, the vast majority of the world's refugees live in countries of the 
South where governments and churches struggle to meet their needs in spite of 
the serious hardships in these countries. 


3. ... Increasing numbers of asylum-seekers do not meet the criteria of the 
established refugee definitions but have serious protection and assistance 
needs. The churches should develop appropriate responses to meet the needs of 
these 'de-facto' refugees and work to ensure that the international 
definitions of refugees are applied to benefit all those needing protection. 


4. In many parts of the world, churches are in the forefront of actions on 
behalf of refugees and asylum seekers, providing services that go beyond 
material assistance, including protection not otherwise provided by 
governments or international organizations. ... Often, advocacy involves 
dialogue and negotiation with governments, but, in some cases, it has resulted 
in growing church-state confrontation. ... [over] 


public/2 


Statement on Southern Africa 


This Central Committee ... 


WELCOMES the negotiations now taking place to resolve the conflict in Angola 
and expresses the hope that it will lead to the implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 435 on Namibia; 


PRAYS that all parties may conduct the deliberations in good faith especially 
when it is recalled that South Africa has breached previous’ solemn 
undertakings on Namibia, Angola and Mozambique; 


ENCOURAGES governments and churches to provide the necessary resources to 
establish the sovereign and independent state of Namibia and support to ensure 
economic and social reconstruction in Angola. 


COMMENDS our partners in southern Africa for their Christian witness of 
resolute opposition to apartheid; 


REMEMBERS through prayers and in other appropriate ways all the victims of 
apartheid - those assassinated; those in detention, especially young children 
and all political prisoners; 


SENDS to Mr. Nelson Mandela its best wishes and prayers for speedy recovery; 


CALLS for the immediate and unconditional release of Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
drawing attention also to the harsh conditions under which political prisoners 
are detained in South Africa; 


CALLS for the withdrawal of the emergency regulations and the ending of the 
military conscription in Namibia and in South Africa; 


APPEALS for the commuting of the death sentence of the Sharpeville Six. 


COMMENDS to the churches the report of the Lusaka Consultation [EPS 
87.05.37,63,65,68,69,70], and urges the implementation of its recommendations, 
reiterating specially WCC's call for comprehensive and mandatory economic 
sanctions against South Africa; 


ENCOURAGES the churches to consider support for the International Campaign to 
boycott the Shell Oil Corporation. 


Statement on Some New Developments in International Relations 


... There appears to be today the beginning of a new international climate for 
which the churches have been praying and working for a long time. While undue 
optimism may not be called for, the signs of hope are encouraging. 


The two summit meetings between the leaders of the USA and the USSR ... in 
addition to some specific achievements regarding nuclear disarmament, have led 
to reduction of international tensions in general, and provided opportunities 
for peaceful resolution of several regional conflicts. Initiatives of several 
European countries also have to be commended. ... 


The prayers and intercessions of the churches in many countries and exchange 
of visits among them during the recent period deserve mention. The role of 
the churches in the USA and the USSR in this connection has been commendable. 
-e- [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/35) 


And So Set Up Signs - The World Council of Churches’ First 40 Years is the 
title of a special, 76-page issue (#138, August-September) of the WCC magazine 
One World. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


Behind the Mask is the report on an inter-regional, human-rights encounter 
in March and April 1987 [EPS 87.04.117]. It involved ecumenical visits to El 
Salvador, the Philippines, Chile, Taiwan, Argentina, and South Korea. Copies 
are available from the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: Ireland - Christianity 
Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd (#37 in the Risk book 
series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


EPS copy deadlines during the second half of August (7h00 GMT) are Monday 
the 15th, Wednesday the 17th, Friday the 19th, and Wednesday the 3lst. Then: 
Tuesdays 6 and 13 September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 1 September. The next is 
scheduled for 7 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 
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in March and April 1987 [EPS 87.04.117]. It involved ecumenical visits to El 
Salvador, the Philippines, Chile, Taiwan, Argentina, and South Korea. Copies 
are available from the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: Ireland - Christianity 
Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd (#37 in the Risk book 
series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


EPS copy deadlines during the second half of August (7h00 GMT) are Monday 
the 15th, Wednesday the 17th, Friday the 19th, and Wednesday the 3lst. Then: 
Tuesdays 6 and 13 September, and subsequent Mondays until further notice. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 1 September. The next is 
scheduled for 7 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 


BOMBING IN SOUTH AFRICA CAUSES Ecumenical Press 
SEVERE DAMAGE TO ECUMENICAL HQ Service 88.09.01 


JOHANNESBURG - Khotso House - headquarters of the South African Council of 
Churches, [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South Africa, and other church-related organizations —- was 
severely damaged in a bomb blast at about 1:30 in the morning, 31 August. 


Initial reports were that 25 people were injured, none seriously, including 7 
SACC service staff and 18 others in the neighbourhood. There were no deaths. 


Only police were allowed in the building - which has been declared unsafe - 
right after the blast. 


SACC Deputy General Secretary Brigalia Bam reported that SACC staff have no 
idea what the extent of the damage is, and whether anything can be retrieved. 


Interim contact numbers in Johannesburg for the SACC were (27-11) 23 17 23 
(phone) and 489265 (telex). 


Police said a cause and motive for the explosion have not been determined. 


In a statement from Geneva on behalf of General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches, WCC Deputy General Secretary Mercy Oduyoye spoke of 
"shock and profound distress' caused by the news. 'The WCC condemns this act 
of terrorism.' 


She noted that the bombing comes 'in the wake of a series of attempts to 
weaken and discredit' the SACC and thus 'has to be seen as a deliberate act by 
those who want to perpetuate the injustice in South Africa, which the SACC has 
consistently and courageously exposed.' 


Oduyoye said the SACC's 'witness of championing the cause of the oppressed and 
struggling for the transformation of the society is rooted in the biblical 
faith which is only strengthened by this kind of experience.' She said the 
WCC ‘reaffirms its solidarity with the SACC, and assures it of the support of 
the ecumenical community in continuing its ministry.' 


She also recalled the WCC's words following a similar incident in early 1986 
in which the offices of the Council of Churches in Namibia (the neighbouring 
nation controlled by South Africa) were destroyed by fire [EPS 86.02.05]: 
"The things of the world can be destroyed. Christ cannot be destroyed. He 
lives indeed.' 


Commenting on the attack, Director Barney Pityana of the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism, said that while the motive for it is 'not clear', an 
‘intelligent guess' suggests involvement of ‘agents of the Pretoria regime, 
which is hostile to the activities of the SACC, especially their recent call 
for a boycott of the forthcoming elections in October.' 


SACC member denominations are the African Catholic Church, African Orthodox 
Church, African Methodist Episcopal Church, Bantu Methodist Church, [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa, Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa, Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa, Moravian Church in South Africa, Presbyterian 
Church of Africa, Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, Religious Society of Friends in South 
Africa, Dutch Reformed Church in Africa, United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa, Christian New Salem Church, Reformed Church in South Africa, 
and Parish Evangelical Mission. The Roman Catholic Church in Southern Africa 
is an ‘observer member.' [EPS] 


AFRICA: POLYGAMY REMAINS Ecumenical Press 
CONTENTIOUS CHURCH ISSUE Service 88.09.02 


This is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. 


NAIROBI (Kiruri Kamau) - Polygamy remains a contentious issue in the African 
church. The early missionaries' method of dealing with polygamists was to 
deny them admission into the church, or excommunicate those who acquired more 
Wives while already Christians. 


Not much has changed. The African church has generally firmly rejected 
polygamy, applying the same methods as the colonial church used in treating 
polygamists. African church leaders have even dismissed the idea that 
polygamy is an issue worthy of theological consideration. 


But, splinter church groups have been started by Christians who felt there was 
no theological basis for the church's rejection of polygamy. During Kenya's 
famous Otieno saga, in which a widow was involved in a protracted legal tussle 
with the clan of her dead husband over where the body would be buried, one of 
the witnesses was a bishop of an indigenous church. He proudly noted he has 
six wives. 


Yet polygamy has refused to go away, and some African theologians go so far as 
to dispute the basis on which polygamy was outlawed earlier in the early 
African church, arguing that there is no biblical support for such a move. 


Two years ago, African Anglicans set up a commission to examine polygamy and 
make recommendations, to serve as guidelines to the church in dealing with the 
issue. However, when the commission presented its draft report at a meeting 
in Limuru (Kenya) last year, its findings nearly raised a furore. 


According to the priest who chaired it, Sipo Mzimela, the group found 'no 
compelling nor implicit biblical evidence against the institution of polygamy.' 


By comparison, it said, it found overwhelming biblical evidence against 
divorce and homosexuality. But, commission members noted, the church is 
rather more accommodating of those practices. 


Mzimela said that in their deliberations, commission members found many lay 
people who do not consider polygamy sinful, and many clergy who refuse to 
discuss it. 


‘It seems to us that many ordained men were not sure where to place polygamy’, 
Mzimela said. "They are not sure what the state of polygamy is, whether it 
is really marriage or just a question of living together, whether it could be 
theologically defended or whether it was something that would just die a 
natural death.' 


The commission said the destruction of the polygamous way of life was part of 
the deliberate attempt by the missionaries to destroy African culture. 
"Polygamy has been a necessary element in the economy of Africa, a matter of 
prestige for men, a guarantee of security for women, and a foundation of the 
family clan and tribe', it observed. 


Mzimela noted that Christianity interfered with many things Africans held 
dear, such as traditional dances and medicinal practices. ‘We were told that 
these things were inconsistent with Christianity and had to be discarded. It 
was only after the era of colonialism that African music made its way back 
into the church and folk dances became respectable and acceptable', he said. 
[EPS] 


JUSTICE, PEACE, WORSHIP ON Ecumenical Press 
QUAKER'S TRIENNIAL AGENDA Service 88.09.03 


TOKYO (Joel McClellan) - Justice and peace issues emerged as primary business 
items at the 17th Triennial Meeting of the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation, at International Christian University (here, 19-27 August). 


Representatives from 62 Quaker meetings and groups from three dozen countries 
spent much of their time in small worship and activity groups where they could 
experience the different approaches to worship, and the different cultures 
which make up the world Quaker family. However, in the business sessions and 
interest groups, main attention was focused on justice and peace issues. 


A joint peace lecture was given by Japanese Christian peace activist Akayo 
Sekiya, a former president of the Japanese YWCA, and Jo Valentine, an 
Australian Quaker who successfully campaigned for the Australian Federal 
Senate on a disarmament platform. 


Sekiya described her long involvement in the peace movement, stressing the 
importance of the Christian faith for her work. She challenged Friends to 
continue to give a human face to God's light as they work for peace. 


Valentine described in moving terms her recent visit to Hiroshima with 
Japanese peace-movement representatives. She told the meeting about her 
recent stay in an Australian prison where she was sentenced to three days of 
hard labour for what she described not as civil disobedience, but 'divine 
obedience' in protesting against the presence of US bases in Australia. 


While she agreed that political life is a strange place for a Quaker to be 
looking for truth, she said that it is important for Quakers to maintain the 
tension between prophetic and pragmatic strains in their tradition. She 
called on Friends to involve themselves in the political process to resist 
growing military expenditures. 


Triennial participants gave enthusiastic support to a proposal made by 
Netherlands Yearly Meeting. It calls for FWCC involvement in current World 
Council of Churches efforts on behalf of justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC). Several people described mushrooming grassroots JPIC 
activities already beyond control by any international bureaucratic structure. 


Delegates suggested that the larger Christian traditions could be helped on 
JPIC matters by the experience of Quakers and other ‘historic peace churches’. 
A representative from the Canadian Yearly Meeting called upon the FWCC to 
establish a mechanism for the exchange among Quakers of JPIC information. 


The triennial adopted a minute (resolution) calling on representatives to go 
home and look for ways to involve themselves and their yearly meetings in the 
JPIC process, and asked the FWCC executive to consider other ways by which the 
FWCC can be more fully involved. 


Delegates heard reports of recent visits by Quakers on the way to Tokyo to 
refugee camps in Thailand and Hong Kong. Strong concern was expressed about 
the inhuman conditions experienced by many refugees, particularly those who 
have been living for many years in closed camps. 


Responding to a concern brought to the triennial by Norway Yearly Meeting, a 
minute was adopted calling the attention of all yearly meetings to the need to 
adopt specific programmes for action on refugee issues. The FWCC Asia-Pacific 
Section committed itself to supporting a project in one of the Hong Kong 
closed refugee camps. [over] 
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After a long discussion, a decision was taken to hold a three-site, world 
gathering of Quakers in July and August 1991. Unlike the triennial, which is 
a meeting of representatives of yearly meetings, the gathering - in Honduras, 
Kenya, and western Europe - would be open to all Quakers. 


The triennial considered other issues such as Aids and equality/relations 
between women and men. A decision was taken to co-sponsor a Quaker conference 
on women in theology, ministry, and religious education. 


The meeting also sent a letter to the UN secretary-general congratulating him 
for bringing about a cease-fire between Iran and Iraq. 


The gathering also sent the following message ‘to Friends everywhere’: 


',.. For Friends to gather in the land which first suffered atomic war was in 
itself profoundly moving. Further, the harmony and tranquillity of the 
physical environment; the remarkable hospitality of our hosts from Japan 
Yearly Meeting; the enervating heat and humidity; the introduction of 
non-Asians to chopsticks, slippers indoors, tea ceremony, and demanding yet 
relaxing Asian arts such as brush painting, origami, and calligraphy - all 
encouraged us to be Earth citizens, not just citizens of the 35 nations from 
which we came. 


‘Conducted in three languages, the business placed before us made the same 
demand. Reminded that "we are not powerless, but we often seem to forget 
those who are", we considered anew the plight of refugees lodged in dismal, 
often dangerous camps in various parts of the world. We knew that we could 
not claim, as some had about Nazi concentration camps, “we did not know." 


‘Concerns for child soldiers, for disarmament, for continuing peace education, 
for the many areas of work of our representatives to the United Nations 
challenged us. 


"We were called to be part of the religious movement for justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation. And we endorsed a proposal for a new world 
conference of our own religious society .... 


‘The multi-coloured threads of our various forms of worship wove a rich 
pattern through the fabric of our sessions, giving us the confidence to face 
and express our own pains and conflicts. We ministered to each other singly, 
in small groups, and in plenary worship, giving and receiving inspiration, 
healing, and wisdom. 


‘Certain phrases resounded in our hearts. If our prayers are to be 
effective, we heard, we cannot lie to God or to ourselves; too often in 
prayer we ask God to do for us what God is asking us to do, and we try to do 
ourselves what we should leave to God. 


‘Worship is the natural response of human beings to the sublime love of God 
reflected through Jesus Christ, we were told; worship and obedience are the 
whole of life. 


‘In such a context, Quaker service is a form of intercessory prayer. A Cuban 
Friend urged that we see our meeting houses not as garages but as service 
stations. 


‘We are ... gratefully certain that we are joined together by that One who is 
the silent centre, the still point of our spinning world.' [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL HEARING URGES Ecumenical Press 
"NEW DEVELOPMENT PARADIGM’ Service 88.09.04 


BERLIN (WEST) (Eeva Kemppi) - An urgent need for a 'new development paradigm’, 
and new strategies to deal with poverty and violations of human rights, has 


been urged by an ecumenical hearing on the international monetary system 
(here, 21-24 August). 


The meeting was organised by more than 20 ecumenical groups in the Federal 
Republic of Germany and West Berlin, in cooperation with the World Council of 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation. 


"These new strategies cannot be expected to come from those presently in 
charge of debt management and adjustment', observes the statement issued at 
the end of the hearing. The burden of the debt should be shifted from the 
poor to those most responsible for crisis, it continues. 


Any solution to the debt crisis must not only bring about a genuine reduction 
of past debts but also create the conditions for sustainable development: 
"Production and distribution of resources must be based on the needs of the 
poor', it says, adding that the global economy should be based on economic 
self-reliance and political self-—determination. 


The hearing brought together more than 500 people. They heard testimony from 
30 people with theological, economic, political, and sociological credentials. 
The 18-member group which organized the hearing was led by Dutch economist Jan 
Pronk. 


Representatives from West Germany, third-world countries, and international 
monetary organizations mentioned internal and external reasons as causes of 
the crisis. But interpretations about its nature differed widely. 


Ceasar Espitiru, ambassador of the Philippines to the FRG, described the 
current foreign debt as the tip of an iceberg. To people in the third world, 
he said, the debt crisis is a ‘crucifixion’. 


He mentioned as main reasons for the crisis new trends in structures of world 
trade - dominated by industrialised countries to assure that capital always 
flows from poor to rich countries. From 28 percent of world trade in 1980 the 
Share of the world trade of developing countries had gone down to 19 percent 
by 1986, he noted. 


Other reasons he cited included arms purchases, oil-price increases, high 
interest rates, and strong trade barriers to protect domestic industry in 
industrialized countries. 


The representative of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Festus Osunsade, 
stressed the importance of helping debtor nations to be an effective part of 
an open and growing world market. The representative of the World Bank, David 
Bock, emphasised increased productivity, 'more dynamic relationship with 
outside world', and 'structural adjustment policies’. 


_ Both agreed that mistakes have been made in the past, and both indicated that 
there will be no significant new strategies on debt management. They also 
rejected proposals for writing off multilateral debt. 


However, observes the concluding statement, others made it clear that it has 
been neither the international monetary institutions, nor the creditor 
governments which determine their policies, which have paid the price of the 
mistakes. [over] 
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Strong critisism about IMF-required ‘structural adjustment programs' was 
expressed by some African representatives. Zambian scholar Cosmas Musumali 
expressed fear that his country will become less literate as a consequence of 
the debt crisis. Education and health-care systems are already near collapse, 
he said. 


Volkmar Kohler, assistant secretary in the FRG Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation, recalled that the FRG received special treatment as to its war 
debts. He said that at the forthcoming IMF/World Bank here this month, his 
government will urge special treatment for others as well. 


Legal aspects of the debt were also raised. It was mentioned that in strictly 
legal terms, the crisis started in the form of a breach of contract. 


Formally speaking, the debt is the debt of developing countries. However, 
said Brazilian lawyer Bolivar Rocha, the economic reasons that led to the 
crisis were hardly controlled by debtors. Also, he said, creditor banks and 
bank regulators share some responsibility for the crisis. 


The hearing statement suggests that bankruptcy procedures be introduced into 
international law, and that a way to arbitrate international debt disputes be 
established. 


Former WCC General Secretary Philip Potter said what had struck him the most 
during the hearings was an impression that the international monetary system 
has become an independent entity that has legitimized itself. 


We are not dealing with ideologies, but with the pure evil, he remarked, and 
stressed that the system has been built up by persons who are responsible for 
their actions, and who have to be held accountable for what they are doing. 


Potter linked the debt and responsibility for its consequences together. He 
recalled that not only the humanity of the poor is affected by the debt 
crisis, but also the humanity on those who allow it happen. In that way, he 
said, debtors and creditors are bound together. 


Potter remarked that in 1982, when the debt crisis came to world attention, 
the entire international monetary system was about to collapse. He stressed 
that the debt crisis is a form of continuing colonialism, and pointed out 
"structural adjustment programs' have created even bigger problems. 


Potter said the church must call people to solidarity, and reject efforts to 
escape from facing the reality of those affected by the crisis by advocating a 
spirituality that overlooks what is happening to the most vulnerable. 


Among its recommendations, the hearing urged the church to draw the attention 
of its members to theological aspects of economic issues. 


It said the church and Christians in industrialised countries need to be in 
active solidarity with people who struggle for human rights, and they should 
focus their concerns on the role of financial and economic institutions. 


At its meeting in Buenos Aires in 1985 [EPS 85.08.54], the WCC Central 
Committee meeting adopted a statement on the debt crisis which called for 
increased church understanding’ of the debt crisis in light of its 


repercussions for the poor, and for church action toward a global, long-term 
solution. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL APPEALS LAUNCHED Ecumenical Press 
FOR MOZAMBIQUE AND REFUGEES Service 88.09.05 


GENEVA — CICARWS, the inter-church aid commission of the World Council of 
Churches, has announced ecumenical appeals for 3.71 million US dollars to help 
refugees from Mozambique in South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, and 
Malawi. 


Another appeal, for relief and rehabilitation efforts in Mozambique itself, 
totals 4.1 million US dollars. 


The appeals follow an ecumenical meeting earlier this year in Harare [EPS 
88.05.91; 06.24] to discuss the situation in Mozambique and of refugees from 
that country because of fighting against the government by forces of the 
Mozambique National Resistance. 


Released in connection with the various appeals were situation reports on 
Mozambican refugees in Malawi and Zimbabwe, which are to receive the bulk of 
the ecumenical refugee aid (1.279 and 1.575 million dollars respectively). 


USA: controversy continues over candidate's church status EPS 88.09.06 

PHILADELPHIA — In a pastoral letter, Herman, the bishop here of the Orthodox 
Church in America, says those who Say they are Orthodox but support legal 
abortion are ‘deluding themselves and are in danger of eternal damnation.' 
The bishop says his letter was aimed primarily at Michael Dukakis, one of the 
two principal candidates in the US presidential election in November. Earlier 
in the year, however, Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, said Dukakis, who is of Greek descent, 
is a church member in good standing. An archdiocesan spokesperson said in 
response to earlier questions that an Orthodox who marries a non-Christian 
remains a church member, but cannot receive the sacraments [EPS 88.06.51]. 
Dukakis' wife is Jewish. [EPS] 


Canada: United Church keeps abortion stand EPS 88.09.07 
VICTORIA (British Columbia) - After an emotional debate during the eighth-day 
United Church of Canada General Council last month, delegates voted 
overwhelmingly to affirm the denomination's current policy on abortion, and 
explain it to UCC congregations. The policy, developed in 1980, says abortion 
should not be against the law. Early this year, the Canadian Supreme Court 
declared the Canadian law against abortion unconstitutional, thus effectively 
adopting UCC policy. One delegate, Gale Glover, said the UCC position is 
"pro-life ... but we consider the life of the mother as well as the baby. ' 
[EPS] 


WCC expresses concern about Burundi situation EPS 88.09.08 
GENEVA - In a message (24 August) to President Pierre Buyoya of Burundi, 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches expressed 
"great concern’ at news from that Central African nation "alleging massacre of 
many thousands of citizens' around the middle of the month. 'This has sent 
over 35,000 people to flee into Rwanda for refuge, thus swelling an already 
huge refugee peopulation on the continent', Castro observed. He urged Buyoya 
to ‘avert any re-occurrence of the killings which took place in the past', and 
to 'work for a reconciled community in which peace, unity, and justice can be 
enjoyed by all ethnic groups.' The Burundi government says reports of the 
numbers of deaths have been greatly exaggerated. Three WCC members - 
Anglican, Independent (Kimbanguist), and Methodist (UMC) - have members in 
Burundi. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Pauline Webb: 'The Vocation of the Journalist’ EPS 88.09.09 


This is excerpted from the annual Mark Gibbs Laity Lecture, last November in 
San Leandro, California. Webb retired last year as organizer of religious 
broadcasting for the external services of the BBC. An active British 
Methodist, she was a member of the WCC Central Committee from 1968 to 1983. 
(Related item: EPS 88.05.70.) 


... What ... is the journalist's vocation? It is to be the eyes, the ears, 
the voice of others, but not necessarily their conscience. It is essentially 
a pointing role, pointing to what is happening, where it is happening and who 
is affected by it. 


Particularly for the journalist of Christian or humanitarian principles, there 
is the responsibility of drawing attention to those people and places which 
may be hidden from the public gaze, those who have been locked away in gaol by 
oppressive governments, those who seem to be crying in a wilderness. To the 
journalist comes the prophetic bidding, 'Lift up your voice with strength’. 


It is a calling that needs spiritual strength as well as physical stamina, for 
however objective the journalist as a professional reporter seeks to be, no 
human being can distance themselves entirely from the personal impact upon 
them of what they are communicating to others, nor can their judgements fail 
to be affected by their own ultimate concerns and values. 


For me, this was most vividly illustrated in the experience shared by one of 
our best-known correspondents in the BBC, Michael Buerk, the man responsible 
for bringing back from Ethiopia the famine reports which stabbed the 
conscience of the world awake, and inspired a whole generation to massive 
community efforts on behalf of the hungry peoples of the world. 


In talking about his role as the reporter of those heart-breaking scenes, he 
described it as aweful (in the fullest meaning of the word) but clearcut. He 
could only tell what he had seen and heard and felt, knowing that it could not 
but arouse compassion and commitment as the wider world community became aware 
of it. 


And then he shared a personal incident with us. He told us that there came a 
time during the filming in Ethiopia when he and his camera crew had been 
working all day and had themselves become hungry. The only place where food 
could be obtained was in a small store, where, if you had money, you could buy 
a few bread rolls. 


So the crew bought up the half dozen rolls that were left and then turned to 
go out of the store. There in the doorway were hundreds and hundreds of 
faces looking in, the solemn, wondering faces of people who have almost 
forgotten what it is like to eat and be full. 


Out came their hands, hundreds of pairs of hands. ‘So we did a very foolish 
thing', he said, ‘but it seemed the least we could do. We broke those bread 
rolls into hundreds of pieces and shared them out. There wasn't enough for 
anyone then, but there was something for everyone, and at least that meant 


that in a minimal way we were sharing our common humanity and communicating 
our compassion, ' 


So far as I know, Michael Buerk would not claim to be a Christian ... but that 
experience seems to me to represent communication on the front-line at its 
best - the communication of the story told and the bread broken. You could 
not get much closer to the heart of the Christian gospel than that! [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: 'Reflections on Evangelism Crusades’ EPS 88.09.10 


Fung is evangelism secretary at the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a lecture he gave earlier this year in Hong Kong. 


--- A traditional means of assessing a city-wide evangelistic crusade is 
Statistics. How many persons attended the stadium events? How many persons 
made public decisions for Christ? etc. This approach is still being used 
widely, but nowadays much less emphasized .... 


Another way of assessing an evangelistic crusade is to start with the 
theological orientation of the evangelist. The Luis Palau mission of March 
1987 in Auckland, New Zealand, was not supported by the five Anglican bishops 
of the area. 


One of the reasons has to do with the bishops' assessment of Palau's 
millenniumistic theology which embraces the likelihood of a third world war, 
indeed, of a nuclear holocaust as a pre-condition of the second coming of 
Christ. The bishops decided that this interpretation could not be part of the 
mainstream theological thought of their church. ... 


And then, there are difficulties which defy the usual theological approach. 
An evangelistic crusade aims at a whole city. It is consciously a media event. 


The message of a Palau crusade is not equivalent to the theological positions 
revealed in Palau's published writings. It is not even the five sermons Palau 
preached at the stadium meetings. 


The message of the 1987 Palau crusade in Hong Kong is that which Hong Kong 
people decided to be the message, derived from their impression of the week's 
total effort, geared to whatever experiences and memories they have of the 
church and of Christianity. 


The Palau message is what came across to Hong Kong people, regardless of 
whether they had attended or never attended any crusade activities. So what 
message has been heard by the people in Hong Kong? This is an extremely 
difficult question to deal with. ... 


At this point, I have to raise a sensitive issue in assessing a crusade — the 
personal conduct of the evangelist and his political inclination and 
associations. While we should not impose super-human standards on a public 
evangelist, we cannot afford to underestimate the urgency of the concern. 


To represent the churches and to speak about Jesus Christ on their behalf 
before five million people [of Hong Kong] is no small matter. Churches have 
to satisfy themselves on this score. ... 


Graham and ... Palau are Christians with impeccable public credentials. But 
-.. they too have political preferences and associations of their own. Their 
high-profile work cannot escape politics. ... The larger the scale of a 
crusade, the more transactions there must be with those in power. 


-It is a permanently shifting ground on which standing firm is not at all 
easy. The line between compromise and betrayal is very thin and hard to 
detect. ... 


A Billy Graham or Luis Palau crusade has a city as its evangelistic target. 
Its aim is to make a Christian impact on a city. ... Whether or not it 
succeeds in influencing the city ... determines the success or failure of the 
crusade. ... [over] 


crusades/2 


Palau's theology, which has as its focus the salvation of the person and the 
renewal of the Christian community, does not have a chapter on the city or 
society as an object of God's grace. Indeed this is no less true of Billy 
Graham's theology ....that of other crusade preachers that I have previously 
named. The theology of evangelistic crusade preachers does not include any 
vision of society. It is simply not there. ... 


In a round about way, one can say that crusade evangelists do have a Christian 
vision for a city. It is a vision that more and more citizens would become 
believers, and that their personal transformation will bring about a corporate 
transformation of the city. Let us examine this thesis. 


Let us just suppose that a crusade turns out to be successful - that everyone 
in Hong Kong has become a Christian and joined a congregation. And that on a 
Sunday morning, everyone finds himself or herself in a church that you and I 
go to. In short, five million persons become like the roughly 300,000 
Christians Hong Kong has today. 


Now, if that should happen, which is the goal of evangelistic crusades in 
their wildest dreams, would the Hong Kong then be any different from the Hong 
Kong of today? Would there be more compassion and love? Would there be more 
justice? 


My answer, and I am sure yours too, would call for much repentance on our 
part. The lack of, or even the resistance to, a missiology of society and 
city, in the theology of preachers such as Billy Graham and Luis Palau, is the 
most deadly weakness of the city-wide evangelistic crusade. 


There is no understanding of what it means to proclaim the gospel to the city 
and to the nation. The promoters of evangelistic crusades do not have the 
tools to achieve the stated goals they espouse. 


This point has to do with the very nature of a crusade as a media event. A 
city-wide crusade, especially the stadium rallies, can only transmit a few 
elements of the Christian faith. The evangelist understands this, so do the 
participating churches. Given the limitation of time, the message can only 
cover the ABCs of faith. 


But not so the expectations of the people, especially the overwhelming 
majority of the population who learn of the crusade through the mass media but 
who would not participate in any of the events. To them, what they learn from 
crusade advertising, in the light of their past experience, constitutes the 
sum total of Christian faith, or whatever they think they need for their 
purposes. 


There is an unbridgeable gap between what a crusade can offer and the people's 
expectation, especially people who do not physically participate. And the 
more the advertising, the bigger the gap. 


Eventually, a point is reached when the crusade actually conveys two messages 
- one heard by those who actually participate, which invites them to follow 
Christ; and the other heard by the many many more who do not actually 
participate, which hardens even more their hearts towards the gospel. This 
contradiction lies at the very heart of the nature of mass media events. 


--- In this day of the mass media, I affirm the need and importance of 
large-scale mission effort. But we need mature theological capital and bold 
creativity to make it work. ...[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mathai Zachariah: ‘Christians and the Punjab Issue' EPS 88.09.11 


Zachariah edits the Review of the National Council of Churches of India, in 
which this item appeared. 


[The following were among points which emerged during a discussion among a few 
Christian leaders on 'the Punjab Issue and the Christian Witness':] 


19.55 Christians, though a very small minority in Punjab and elsewhere in 
the country, should express their deep sympathetic concern in this situation 
of sad human tragedy. Without being politically involved in the issue they 
should try to bring a healing touch to the suffering people of Punjab and 
express their human solidarity with them. This is an integral part of the 
Christian witness. 


6. The Sikhs in general respect the Christians and maintain a cordial 
relationship with them because of their peaceful ways and contribution to the 
society. Therefore Christians should try to listen to the sufferings of the 
Sikhs and bring to them the message of a just peace and forgiving 
reconciliation. 


pas Christians in general have great appreciation for the intense religiosity 
and spiritual generosity of the Sikh religion. Many Christians feel that the 
ethical and spiritual precepts taught by the Gurus and the Granth Sahib have 
much in common with the Christian teachings. 


8. It was noted that in Punjab itself most Christians are either working in 
the farms of Sikhs or are in economic dependence on them. These Christians 
may not be able to take an independent political stand because of their 
special position. Especially in rural Punjab where many people are 
apparently sympathetic to the extremist cause, ordinary Christians may find it 
difficult to advocate any peaceful policy because of their economic dependence. 


9. Christians, however, can create a strong prayer chain for peace in 
Punjab. Any action they undertake for peace and justice in this situation 
must be in the spirit of humility and without much publicity since many 
self-proclaimed peace-makers failed to bring peace. 


10. Christians should enter into a creative dialogue with the Sikhs in 
general and if possible with the radical youth with a view to a possible 
solution to the problem in a just and satisfactory manner. Efforts should be 
based on the ground of trust and respect now existing between Sikhs and 
Christians. 


LTS In spite of mutual alienation, sense of revenge, communal prejudice, 
etc. there are still a considerable number of Sikh and Hindu families and 
individuals who maintain cordial human relations, mutual support and 
friendliness. Christians should be able to share this goodwill and true 
human concern against all odds and work with both the communities towards 
re-establishing ties of love and trust. 


Le. Christians should be able to convince the government and the rest of the 
country that the Punjab issue is not simply a law and order issue between the 
government of India and some terrorist groups. Since the whole country and 
all religious communities are deeply concerned, they should be made partners 
in any settlement for peace and communal harmony. 


r3. Christian institutions like schools and colleges in Punjab must try to 
create common prayer forums where students from all communities can gather, 
pray and reflect together in a spirit of unity and mutual respect. ...[EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Mission Priorities in India Today' EPS 88.09.12 


This is excerpted from a report of a consultation earlier this year on 
"priorities of the church's mission in today's context in India'. It was 
organized by Partners in Justice Concerns —- India ('a fraternity of groups on 
the national front involved in the struggles of people for justice and human 
dignity"). 


-.. Among the many elements of the Indian situation today, the persistence of 
mass poverty, the inegalitarian social conditions prevailing in the country, 
the growing capitalist tendencies and the increasing centralization of power 
must be of particular concern to the church which is committed to participate 
in building a more just society. 


The values of Kingdom - justice, peace, equality, human dignity, freedom and 
self-giving love - should motivate and govern church programmes of mission. 
We feel that, at present, such programmes often fail to promote and strengthen 
these values because they are tied to narrow individualistic or institutional 
or communal interests. ... 


The question of justice for women in our societies is an important question of 
our times. The church, too, has been awakened to it but it still has a long 
way to go in the matter. We urge that studies be undertaken by each church 
about the present position of women in it. 


These should be followed by vigorous steps to hasten the day when language, 
liturgy and all the practices in the life and work of the church and its 
institutions, will express the rightful place of women, free from all kinds of 
discrimination. ... 


We acknowledge that the dalits have yet to secure justice in our country. We 
confess that the churches too have failed in this matter. We affirm that the 
church's commitment to social justice and human rights in accordance with the 
Christian faith requires that they support movements for the liberation of the 
dalits, including appropriate political action by them in this regard. We 
urge the churches to act in this matter with serious determination. 


Most of the tribals too have been victims of exploitation in our country and 
they too are asserting their rights. Geographic and cultural factors add to 
the objects of their struggles, those for their right to preserve their 
cultural identity. Their struggles must receive the support of the churches. 


The environment crisis that is already upon us raises for us the question: 
What is the Church's responsibility to nature? The destructive exploitation 
and abuse of nature, which is the cause of this crisis, is to be traced to the 
tradition of the technological culture which over-emphasises human dominion 
over nature to the neglect of human stewardship of nature. 


Therefore, we should recover the Eastern tradition of respect for nature for 
the protection of the natural environment of life. Only in this way would we 
be obeying God's command to preserve and take care of nature, while enjoying 
its gifts. 


We regret that the Punjab problem has not received the sustained concern of 
the churches. ... We urge that Christians and churches be helped to study and 
understand the issues involved in this tragic affair and that they join all 
forces in the nation which are working to resolve the crisis. We deplore all 
attempts to solve this through violence and bloodshed, or by military means or 
the suppression of civil liberties. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/36) 


And So Set Up Signs - The World Council of Churches’ First 40 Years is the 
title of a special, 76-page issue (#138, August-September) of the WCC magazine 
One World. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


Behind the Mask is the report on an inter-regional, human-rights encounter 
in March and April 1987 [EPS 87.04.117]. It involved ecumenical visits to El 
Salvador, the Philippines, Chile, Taiwan, Argentina, and South Korea. Copies 
are available from the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: Ireland - Christianity 
Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd (#37 in the Risk book 
series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


Shell boycott: The EPS excerpt from the WCC Central Committee statement on 
southern Africa [88.08.86] includes phrasing for the final clause (on the 
Shell boycott) that was changed before it was approved by the committee. The 
text as approved reads: 


ENCOURAGES the churches to support the International Campaign to boycott the 
Shell Oil Corporation. 


Also, the following clause was omitted. It goes between what are printed as 
the third and fourth clauses of the resolution: : 


URGES the churches to make their governments aware of the fact that Namibian 
resources are still being taken out of the country in violation of UN 
resolutions, and to support ways by which profits of transnational 
corporations exploiting the mineral resources of Namibia are made available 
(e.g., through UN Trust Fund) for the costs of the implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 435 [on Namibian independence]. 


Science and the Theology of Creation is a report of a seminar on that 
subject held last April at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute. It is #4 (August 
1988) in the Church and Society Documents series. Copies are available from 
WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Africa Church Information Service is looking for a person to fill a senior 
editorial position. More details are available from the secretary of the ACIS 
search committee, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 6 September. The next is 
scheduled for 13 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 


US BLACK CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE Ecumenical Press 
RELATED TO FAITH & ORDER STUDY Service 88.09.13 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The experience of black Christians in the United 
States and its bearing on a Faith and Order study, 'The Unity of the Church 
and the Renewal of Human Community', was explored at a consultation here at 
the end of last month. 


Members of mostly black denominations, and black members of mostly white 
denominations, reported on their life and witness as they met with staff and 
representative members - black, Asian, hispanic, and white - of the Commission 
on Faith and Order of the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


The consultation, part of a series that included earlier events in Singapore 
and Porto Alegre (Brazil), was followed by a meeting in Boston of the Faith 
and Order Standing Commission. Discussion there was to include findings from 
the consultation here. 


These included a sharp challenge by Preston D. Williams, a Presbyterian 
minister who teaches at the Harvard Divinity School, to handling of themes 
highlighted under one heading - 'The Church as Mystery and Prophetic Sign' - 
of a draft statement from the study. 


The 'mystery' and ‘'sign' of God's action, he wrote in a preparatory paper 
Slightly revised by others involved in planning the consultation, have been 
seen by US blacks less in the white church than in God's revelation to 
individuals and communities, and in developments beyond the church, such as 
the movement to abolish slavery. 


Williams called the Faith and Order document ‘inadequate' because of 'the 
failure of the paper to be self-critical of the church, particularly the white 
Western church, and its implicit assumption that all the norms for unity and 
renewal must proceed from the orthodox [editors: small 0] white Western 
churches,’ 


"Slavery and racism in North America helped to produce on our continent a 
distinctive religious tradition composed almost entirely of people of African 
descent’, the critique said. ‘Although this tradition is differentiated 
today into about thirty denominations, Roman Catholic and Protestant, with 
diverse styles of worship and church life, we have found a unity which may 
prove helpful to the quest of the WCC. 


"We regret that the WCC in the past has overlooked this possibility. But it 
is a plain fact that together with brothers and sisters in the Third World, we 
have contributed most in the recent past to the renewal of humankind.’ 


Consultation participants also worked with another background paper by Martin 
J. Carter, a black priest of the Roman Catholic Society of the Atonement. He 
did not critique the Faith and Order document, but described the experience of 
US black Roman Catholics, and the relationship of all black US Christians to 
the movement for Christian unity. 


Although they ‘inherited a broken Christianity', he said, they offer the 
‘example of a ‘black church' that 'crosses divisional lines, lines drawn by 
others, lines drawn as a result of culture, economics, politics, and 
theological differences among people who were not our ancestors.' 


In discussion periods, participants suggested alternative ways of looking at 
‘mystery’ and 'sign' in relation to the church. "Mystery is blackness being 
rejected, yet living with hope and struggle', said one participant. [over] 


black church/2 


‘Mystery must be enriched through stressing the theme of blackness', said a 
report from one discussion group. ‘Blackness and disunity of the church go 
hand-in-hand - not because blacks created the disunity, since the black church 
has never practised racism, but because for the white church blackness is 
symbolic. It is symbolic of a white church throwing out, segregating, and 
rejecting a people because of their blackness. ... We must affirm what is a 
bad sign for many in the church, and transform that sign into a good one.' 


Participants also spoke of the African-American church as ‘a sign that the 
wider church often refuses to see' but a sign that ‘points to the mystery of 
God, the power of God to transform and empower a people who have been despised 
and rejected.’ 


Some negative critiques of the US black church also came out of the 
discussion, particularly in regard to ‘the issue of women in ordained, 
equally-paid positions, and their inclusion in the decision-making process and 
in positions of power'. 


In a concluding session, WCC Faith and Order Director Giinther Gassmann, a 
German Lutheran pastor, warned of a danger that black Christians would make a 
‘triumphalistic image of the church' out of their experience despite 
‘ambiguities' existing there also. 


Peter Paris, a Baptist minister who teaches at the Princeton Theological 
Seminary, responded that the involvement of prophets in sinful situations of 
their own should be viewed as separate from issues raised by their prophetic 
critique. There has been 'no ambiguity', he said, in the prophetic stance of 
US black churches vis-a-vis the white church and white America. 


Gassmann said after the consultation that he did not expect the commission to 
revise its draft document in the fundamental way that would be required to 
incoprorate the over-all outlook of the Williams paper. But he said some of 
its points should be included. 


Among these, he said, were the attention given the ‘historical reality' of the 
church, and recognition of the ‘'mystery' and ‘sign’ of God's work in 
historical activity beyond the church. 


The consultation had not been planned to produce any specific result, and at 
the final session participants indicated considerable uncertainty about how to 
proceed in making their contribution to the Faith and Order process. They 
finally decided they did not have sufficient time either to write a consensus 
statement, or to develop the Williams paper into a position of the total group. 


They also noted that they had not given group approval to any of the points 
coming out of the earlier discussions, so a report to be written about the 
consultation would not carry any formal status or authority. 


Gayraud Wilmore, a Presbyterian who teaches at the Interdenominational 
Theological Center in Atlanta, suggested that US participants in the 
consultation continue their study and perhaps produce a study book. 


At the suggestion of Joan Campbell, a Disciples minister who is director of 
the WCC office here, this proposal was referred to the US Faith and Order 
Commission, which had assisted with consultation arrangements, and the Black 
Church Liaison Committee of the US Conference of the WCC. [EPS] 


NEW UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA POLICY: Ecumenical Press 
GAYS CAN BE ORDINATION CANDIDATES Service 88.09.14 


VICTORIA (British Columbia/Canada) (Bob Bettson) - The General Council of the 
United Church of Canada has adopted a comprehensive policy which makes 
homosexuals eligible for consideration as candidates for ordained ministry. 


The decision, reached by 380 commissioners after more than 18 hours of bitter 
and sometimes emotional debate at the council's biannual meeting, is the 
culmination of a struggle which has preoccupied Canada's second-largest 
denomination for more than six years. It has been the most divisive issue in 
the UCC's 63-year history. 


The final resolution doesn't go as far as a report on sexual lifestyles and 
ministry issued by a church committee last March following a two-year study. 
That report, which touched off a storm of protest throughout the denomination 
[EPS 88.06.96], called homosexuality a gift of God, and urged that 
self-declared practising homosexuals be accepted as ordained ministers. 


The commissioners began by adopting a confessional statement, produced by a 
committee which met into the early morning hours several days in a row during 
the nine-day meeting. "We confess that as a Christian community we have 
participated in a history of injustice and persecution against gay and lesbian 
persons in violation of the gospel of Jesus Christ', it says. 


But that was as far as the committee could go. Its members could not find 
consensus on a Christian understanding of human sexuality, including 
homosexuality, because of their differing understandings of the authority and 
interpretation of the Bible. 


The much-sought compromise, which still left a significant segment of church 
opinion unhappy, says 'all persons, regardless of their sexual orientation, 
who profess Jesus Christ and obedience to Him are welcome to become full 
members of the church.' All church members are eligible to be considered for 
ordained ministry. 


Commissioners also reaffirmed church support for the sanctity of marriage, the 
gift of celibacy, and sexual abstinence for single people. And they asked 
congregations, conferences, and presbyteries to engage in further biblical 
Study and dialogue on the implications of sexual orientation and lifestyle. 


Although the new policy opens the door for gay men and and lesbians to be 
candidates for ordination, authority for ordination still rests with the 
church's regional conferences and presbyteries, not the national church. 


For opponents of the ordination of homosexuals, the decision was a clear 
defeat. They wanted a categorical statement that the United Church does not 
permit practising homosexuals as ministers. Their amendments were defeated, 
despite the fact that commissioners received more than 1800 petitions from 
congregations across the country, overwhelmingly opposing the ordination of 
homosexuals. 


Opponents of the March report organized an ad-hoc Community of Concern. It 
waged a cross-country campaign; more than 33,000 church members, including 
1000 clergy, signed a petition against the ordination of homosexuals. 


Alan Schooley, a minister from Ontario, urged commissioners to listen to the 
majority of United Church members, who ‘fly with the right wing'. Len Mills, 
a minister from New Brunswick, said the council failed to heed the grassroots. 
[over] 


canada/2 


Homosexuals and their supporters rejoiced quietly over the decision. LLEAS 2A 
miracle', said Tim Stevenson, a gay member of the committee which framed the 
final resolution. ‘Finally, homosexuals will begin to stand up and take 
their rightful positive place in the church.' Stevenson, a long-time Sunday 
school teacher, addressed a plea to gay men and lesbians who have left the 
church to 'come home'. 


Outgoing Moderator Anne Squire set the tone for the majority sentiment at the 
gathering in her farewell speech. ‘Will we be a church that draws a circle 
big enough to include others? Or will we begin to narrow our horizons?' 


She said the issue is not whether the church should ordain homosexuals, but 
‘whether we in the church can accept the ministry of gays and lesbians, or 
whether we can tolerate erecting barriers to the ministry.' 


Opponents of gay ordination immediately called for a poll of United Church 
congregations and presbyteries on whether they approve of the council's 
policy. But whether such a poll will be taken depends on a decision by the 
denomination's judicial committee as to whether the council action changes the 
Basis of Union on which the United Church was formed in 1925. 


Some ministers and congregations say they may leave the United Church over the 
issue, but such congregations could face legal battles if they try to retain 
their buildings. All in all, the church leadership faces a formidable task of 
reconciliation after a sometimes bitter debate, as well as the task of 
interpreting exactly what the General Council did and didn't do. 


Tackling the leadership task will be Sang Chul Lee, a Siberian-born, Korean 
Canadian, who was elected by commissioners as the new moderator. Selection of 
Lee, a 64-year-old pastor at the Korean United Church in Toronto, was seen as 
a sign the church is looking for a conciliator during the difficult months 
ahead. It also reflects a determination by the predominantly white, 
Anglo-Saxon UCC to show openness to ethnic diversity. 


Since the debate on homosexual ordination dominated the council, time was 
short for dealing with other issues. Commissioners agreed to continue 
bilateral discussions with the Roman Catholic Church in Canada, despite a 
recommendation from a committee that it be discontinued. 


The council adopted a comprehensive policy on refugees, urging the Canadian 
government to ensure that all legitimate refugees be welcomed, rather than 
erecting legislative barriers which make it hard to seek asylum in Canada. 


During the 1986 General Council, one of the highlights was an apology to 
Native people for a history of discrimination, and church attempts to impose 
an alien culture on them. That apology was accepted here. 


And in a ceremony marked by the smoking of sweetgrass, the United Church 
formally agreed to establish the new All Native Circle Conference, for Native 
congregations from all parts of Canada. 


Alfred Dumont, who heads the new conference, told an early morning gathering 
for worship that the United Church ‘has taken one small step, one of many 
steps to come I hope, in stepping out of the role of oppressor. I hope other 
churches take steps as well.' The sunrise ceremony included Native elders and 
past and present United Church moderators who shared a peace pipe. 


(Related item: EPS 88.09.07.) [EPS] 


NEW HONG KONG ECUMENICAL DOCUMENT Ecumenical Press 
FOCUSES ON CHANGES COMING IN 1997 Service 88.09.15 


HONG KONG (David Lin) - A major ecumenical document, offering suggestions on 
how the church here might tackle a wide variety of issues in the face of the 
return of this British colony to Chinese control in mid-1997, urges serious 
attention to the current 'brain drain', and reflection on how to keep Hong 
Kong a ‘stronghold for missions’. 


The statement, 'Mission Hong Kong - 2000', says the church here is now ‘in the 
midst of a historic transformation of social and political milieu'. The text, 
published in Chinese Around the World, a monthly English magazine of the 
Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelism, was prepared by more than a 
score of Christians supervised by a five-person task force set up under the 
auspices of the Hong Kong Church Renewal Movement Committee. 


The statement says the next 10 years will be golden years for evangelism, as 
"social changes and spiritual wounds often provoke people to meditate on the 
meaning of life." It describes parts of the Basic Law concerning freedom of 
speech, religious belief, and travel, and freedom to promulgate one's faith 
"vital concerns’ to Hong Kong Christians. 


It observes that some policies in the proposed Basic Law would place ‘certain 
restrictions' on Christians here to conduct direct evangelistic work in 
China. It says Hong Kong Christians should seek ways to ‘commit themselves to 
the future of China, praying for peace and progress.' It outlines suggestions 
in such areas as church growth and renewal, leadership training, evangelism 
and mission, Christian communication and relations to China. 


In a related development, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong, which 
accounts for about half the colony's Christians, announced it was extending 
for a month, to the middle of October, a period of consultation on a paper on 
directions for the diocese in the next 10 years. 


About one twelfth of the colony's population of more than 5.5 million is 
Christian. The Basic Law is a kind of mini-constitution for post-1997 Hong 
Kong. Principles of 'non-subordination, non-interference and mutual respect’ 
are to govern the relationship between religious organizations in Hong Kong 
and the rest of China after 1997. [EPS] 


SUDANESE CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
IN EUROPE ASKING SUPPORT Service 88.09.16 
GENEVA - Five Sudanese church leaders have begun a one-month, 10-nation 


European tour to encourage understanding, support, and help for their country, 
suffering because of a long-term civil war and recent floods. 


"The churches in the Sudan are seeking the support of the northern churches. 
Therefore we are calling the rest of the flock of Jesus to come and respond to 
these needs in solidarity', the group said during an initial stop late last 
month at the Ecumenical Centre here. 


The leaders emphasised that once the civil war, a root cause of the crisis, is 
‘stopped, other issues can be solved. The war however cannot be won by guns, 
but only through peaceful negotiations between the government and its 
SPLM/SPLA opponents, they said. They also expressed concern about proposals 
to re-impose Islamic law on non-Muslim minorities [EPS 88.08.10]. 


Members of the delegation are Ezekiel Kutjok, Priscilla Kuch, Jukeria Wani, 
John Gatlouk and Walter Kunijwok. [EPS] 


SOVIET GOVERNMENT MINISTER Ecumenical Press 
VISITS WORLD CHURCH LEADERS Service 88.09.17 


GENEVA - Konstantin Kharchev, chairman of the State Council of Religious 
Affairs of the USSR Council of Ministers, and two colleagues visited (5-9 
September) leaders of four world church organizations with headquarters at the 
Ecumenical Centre here. 


Travelling with Kharchev and his aides were five Soviet church leaders - two 
Eastern Orthodox, a Baptist, a Lutheran, and an Oriental Orthodox. The group 
met the general secretaries and other staff members of the World Council of 
Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
Conference of European Churches. 


The two other state council representatives in the delegation were Nikolaj 
Mukhin, director of the international department, and Nikolaj Pominov, a 
section chief in that department. 


The five church leaders were Metropolitan Alexey of Leningrad and Novgorod and 
Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk (Russian Orthodox), General Secretary Alexey 
Bichkov (All Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists), Bishop Nerses 
Bozabalian (Armenian Apostolic Church), and Archbishop Kuno Pajula (Estonian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church). [EPS] 


USA: REFORMED SYNODS DEAL Ecumenical Press 
WITH ECUMENISM, COMMUNION Service 88.09.18 


NEW YORK —- The annual national meetings this year of the two principal North 
American offspring of Dutch Reformed Christianity - the Synod of the Christian 
Reformed Church and the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America - 
dealt with ecumenical questions and the age at which children can commune. 


In Grand Rapids, the CRC synod voted unanimously to apply for membership in 
the National Association of Evangelicals, which it left in 1951 because of 
unease with the NAE's fundamentalist ethos. However, it rejected, 90-76, a 
proposal to apply for membership in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Supporters of joining WARC said such a move would counteract CRC ‘insularity' 
and ecumenical ‘arrogance'. Opponents said to join WARC would compromise the 
CRC's confessional ‘integrity'. One noted that the Remonstrant Brotherhood, a 
small Dutch denomination some of whose doctrinal positions are condemned in 
one of the CRC's confessional documents, belongs to the alliance. 


In New York, the RCA General Synod rejected, 154-101, a proposal that it 
become a full member of the nine-denomination Consultation on Church Union, 
which is seeking greater unity among its members. The RCA is to continue its 
COCU observer status. It also voted to renew efforts to become an NAE 
member. A 1984 RCA attempt to join was rebuffed by the NAE because the RCA 
also belongs to the World and [US] National Councils of Churches. 


As to whether younger baptized children can receive the Lord's Supper, the 
synods adopted resolutions which effectively leave the leadership of each 
congregation free to decide to lower the age, from what has been a customary 
15 or 16, to what could in some cases be nine or 10. 


The CRC resolution says ‘public profession of faith' is a way by which the 
church assures itself of a child's faith, but that such 'is not necessarily an 
acceptance of adult responsibilities within a congregation." The RCA voted, 
139-132, to ‘encourage boards of elders of RCA congregations to include 
baptized children at the Lord's Table.’ [EPS] 


USSR: more churches, monasteries reported returned EPS 88.09.19 
MOSCOW — Moscow News reports two more churches in the area (St Nicholas of 
Myra in Rzhavki and Assumption in Stromyn) are being returned for religious 
use. In one case, however, the local community of believers is to repay 
26,363 Soviet rubles spent so far on the building in connection with previous 
plans to turn it into a museum. The Soviet news agency Tass reports several 
monasteries have been returned to the Georgian Orthodox Church, and several 
new communities registered. Also, 50,000 copies of the Bible in modern 
Georgian are to be published next year. [EPS] 


USSR: Belaya Krinitsa Old Believers elect metropolitan EPS 88.09.20 
MOSCOW - Representatives of the Old Believers of the Belaya Krinitsa 
jurisdiction have decided to have a metropolitan of Moscow and all Russia 
instead of an archbishop. Archbishop Alimpii was elected as the first 
metropolitan. Old Believers became separated from the Russian Orthodox Church 
in the latter part of the 1600s because they objected to what they considered 
corrupting Greek liturgical and theological innovations. [EPS] 


USA: black Christians discuss reaching unchurched EPS 88.09.21 
ATLANTA - About a thousand black people from many denominations met here 
(16-19 August) to discuss how best to reach unchurched black Americans. Among 
workshops at the Congress for Evangelizing Black America were sessions dealing 
with drugs, the family, abortion, social action, and politics. Unlike their 
ancestors, noted conference organizers, US blacks today do not automatically 
grow up in a church environment. [EPS] 


USA: two RC bishops end Democratic party ties EPS 88.09.22 
NEW YORK - Two Roman Catholic bishops have announced they are ending ties with 
the Democratic Party. Last month, Hartford Archbishop John Whealon said he was 
‘unable in conscience’ to remain a Democrat because the party is ‘officially 
in favour of executing unborn babies' (a reference to official party support 
for legal right of women to have an abortion). Earlier in the year, New York 
Auxiliary Bishop Austin Vaughan said he was "dropping out of the Democratic 
Party because of its total unconcern for the fate of unborn children.’ [EPS] 


Italy: Reformed/Methodist synod decides not to ask state aid EPS 88.09.23 
ROME - Meeting last month, the Italian [Reformed] Waldensian and Methodist 
Synod narrowly voted not to begin negotiations with the state about possible 
government financial support. Changes in Italian law now make it possible for 
traditions other than Roman Catholicism to receive such financial support. 
According to a report from the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, 
the Waldensian/Methodist principle of 'never accepting financing for anything 
regarding activity directly concerned with the church (worship, pastoral care, 
buildings, etc.) remains firm; and anything that might be interpreted as a 
privilege must be categorically refused.' The synod suggested Waldensians and 
Methodists give three percent of their income to help finance the church. In 
other action, it chose members of a group to discuss questions of 
interconfessional marriages with representatives of the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops. And it called the recent acknowledgement by the world's 
Anglican bishops that there will soon be female bishops in Anglicanism [EPS 
88.08.21] a ‘victory of God's Word over ecclesiastical tradtion'. [EPS] 


Italy: kids get religion classes or ‘equivalent alternative' EPS 88.09.24 
ROME - Italy's Council of State has ruled that children in state-run schools 
who do not want to attend a daily religion class must spend the time with 
"equivalent alternative material'. The council's ruling overturned a 
lower-court decision to give pupils a choice between the religion class, a 
Study hour, or not attending at all. Roman Catholic leaders strongly opposed 
that decision, saying that pupils would be discouraged from attending religion 
Classes if they had a choice of not attending them at all. [EPS] 


Ghana: ecumenical effort at refugee/migrant rehabilitation EPS 88.09.25 

ACCRA - The Christian Council of Ghana has announced plans to spend 108 
million Ghanaian cedis on a pilot programme to rehabilitate migrants, 
refugees, and other displaced people here. The project is to provide 100 
housing units, schools, clinics, and cottage industries for migrants and 
refugees who have come from such countries as Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad, 
and Morocco. Abraham Wetse, secretary of the CCG Refugee Committee, said many 
of the migrants and refugees set a bad example ‘as a result of their idleness, 
shying away from work, and resorting to begging to support themselves.' [EPS] 


USA: Lutheran bishops affirm editorial freedom of magazine EPS 88.09.26 


CHICAGO —- Representatives of the 66 bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church ~ 


in America have affirmed editorial freedom for the ELCA magazine (The 
Lutheran) and the presence of church journalists at bishops' meetings. Edgar 
Trexler, the ELCA pastor who edits the magazine, and members of its advisory 
committee met with some bishops in the wake of '‘'misunderstandings' earlier 
this year when the bishops persuaded two colleagues to withdraw articles they 
had written for the magazine on the subject of ordaining homosexuals [EPS 
88.03.117; 04.02; 06.71]. On the agenda for next month's bishops' meeting is 
‘the role and purpose of the magazine in the life of the church'. [EPS] 


Kenya: Christian magazine editor gets nine months in jail EPS 88.09.27 
NAIROBI - Bedan Mbugua, editor of Beyond, a Christian leadership magazine 
supported by the National Council of Churches of Kenya, has been sentenced to 
nine months in jail on charges he failed to file annual reports on sales and 
accounts with government officials. The sentence was being appealed. The 
magazine was banned earlier this year after it published articles accusing 
government officials of irregularities during the nomination process leading 
to national elections last March [EPS 88.03.134; 04.29,36]. NCCK General 
Secretary Sam Kobia said the sentence was. shocking: "We understood the 
offence to be really that of a technical oversight. As far as we know, it is 
an offence for which the sentence is usually a fine.' [EPS] 


Italy: Baptists moving toward financial self-—support EPS 88.09.28 
ROME — On the eve of the General Assembly of the Evangelical Baptist Union of 
Italy (UCEBI) (13-18 September), UCEBI President Paolo Spanu reported that the 
union is moving toward financial self-support in 1991, and toward 
supplementary relationships with other Baptists besides its traditional 
partner, the [US] Southern Baptist Convention. On the ecumenical front, he 
also noted plans for a joint Italian Baptist/Waldensian-Methodist meeting in 
1990. [EPS] 


Upcoming Bossey programmes announced EPS 88.09.29 
GENEVA -— Outlines of upcoming programmes of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches at Chateau Bossey, near here, have been released. 
Theme for the 37th session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
(mid-October through Februrary) is ‘Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of 
Creation'. Sessions for later in 1989 include 'The Ministry of the Ministry' 
(3-13 April), ‘Orthodox Theology and Spirituality' (17-30 April), ‘Inclusive 
Liturgy and Music' (12-22 June), 'The Ministry of the Laity' (1-11 August), 
and ‘Partnership in Ecumenical Leadership Formation' (11-21 September). There 
is also an ecumenical youth conference 3-13 July. Theme of the 38th session 
of the graduate school (15 October 1989-28 February 1990) is 'The Holy Spirit 
and the Prophetic Witness of the Church'. [EPS] 


Namibia: Lutherans drop Afrikaans EPS 88.09.30 
WINDHOEK - Namibian Lutheran Bishop Hendrick Frederik says his denomination 
will no longer use Afrikaans as its second official language. English is to 
be used instead. Frederik called Afrikaans 'the language of the oppressor', a 
reference to its use by white South Africans, who control his country. [EPS] 


North Korea: completion of new church projected for next month EPS 88.09.31 
PYONGYANG - Completion of a 600-square-metre church building in the Man Kyung 
Dae district here in the capital of the Democratic People's Republic of 
[North] Korea is projected for the end of next month. Being built with the 
church are a pastor's residence, church offices, and social rooms. The total 
space is about 2100 square metres. The new church building is for use by 
Christians who have been worshipping in about 25 house churches here with 
eight to 15 members each. The World Council of Churches is committed to 
providing about 80,000 US dollars in aid for the project, especially to help 
with such items as electric fans, audio-visual equipment, a printing machine, 
piano, organ, and minibus. Christians are estimated to be less than one 
percent of the DPRK population. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Church Leaders Reaction to South African Bombing’ EPS 88.09.32 


This statement from leaders of the member denominations of the South African 
Council of Churches was released (1 September) following the bomb blast which 
severely damaged SACC headquarters [EPS 88.09.01]. 


The bomb blast at Khotso House needs to be put into perspective. It takes 
place against a background of a consistent and deliberate Strategy by the SA 
government, the SABC [the government-run broadcasting organization], and other 
apartheid-supporting institutions to hinder the legitimate activities of the 
church. 


This began with the Eloff Commission of Inquiry [EPS 84.02.114,115], and 
included events such as the attacks by [South African] President [P.W:] Botha, 
the NGK [the principal white Reformed denomination in South Africa], and [Law 
and Order] Minister Adriaan Vlok on our church leaders, the SACC itself, and 
activities of our member churches. The recent hostage drama [EPS 88.05.26] 
and the attempt to block foreign funding [EPS 88.03.75; 07.73] are yet further 
examples. 


We know that this strategy is being pursued with unceasing ruthlessness 
because the SACC continues to expose the moral bankruptcy and evil of 
apartheid. Challenged by the gospel to stand for the truth, the SACC is 
committed to use every resource it has to work for an end to apartheid and to 
support its victims. 


We are therefore shocked, not surprised, by this act of violence against the 
church. If this explosion is not a direct action by government agency, it has 
certainly taken place in an atmosphere of hate which they have created. 


In almost declaring open season on the SACC and other anti-apartheid bodies, 
they hope to deflect attention from the real crisis, which is the manifest 
failure of their own policies and the total breakdown of trust in the 
institutions they have created. 


The bomb blast may have destroyed a building which has become a symbol of hope 
to many, but it was really aimed at the programmes of SACC and the 
organizations who shared Khotso House and a common commitment to see apartheid 
destroyed. 


What was expressed in the day-to-day work in Khotso House was a determination 
by the vast majority of Christians in SA to end apartheid and establish God's 
justice. This determination cannot be destroyed, and while we are under no 
illusions that this has been the last such attack upon us, we reaffirm that 
commitment today. The destruction of the ‘House of Peace' will in no way 
deter us from working for real peace. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Pauline Webb: ‘Two Hallmarks of the Media's Mission‘ EPS 88.09.33 


This is excerpted from the last Mark Gibbs Laity Lecture. Webb retired last 
year as organizer of religious broadcasting for the external services of the 
BBC. An active Methodist, she was a member of the WCC Central Committee from 
1968 to 1983. These are two of the four hallmarks Webb described. The other 
two are ‘increasing understanding’ and ‘enriching life." (Related items: EPS 
88.05.70; 09.09) 


--. Sharing Information: I suppose most journalists would be somewhat 
astonished to be told that they have an ‘angelic' role in society. Yet the 
word angel literally means messenger and the role of those who bring news good 
or bad is seen in Scripture as a divinely ordained responsibility. The 
messenger does not himself or herself make the news or interpret it. The 
angel's role is simply to announce it. 


I remember being struck by this in an impressive way in a Christmas service we 
were once broadcasting in the BBC World Service. I asked one of our news 
readers to read the lesson, the angel's announcement of ‘good news of great 
joy for all people'. As his measured tones delivered the message in the 
warm, familiar, yet strangely impersonal voice of a typical BBC newsreader, I 
realised how much we have come to expect complete objectivity from those who 
bring us the news, and also incidentally how rare it is that the news they 
bring us is ‘good' news. 


Underlying this expectation is the conviction that there is such a thing as 
‘pure' news which is not filtered through the particular prejudice of those 
who bring it to us. Now announcers, and even less those who write the news, 
can never achieve full objectivity, for they are in fact not pure angels but 
fallible human beings and the realisation that we expect them to be, as one 
confused person delightfully put it, ‘neither partial nor impartial’ places a 
burden of responsibility on them which, in a free society at any rate, I 
believe they take with utmost seriousness. 


People have a right to know the truth, so far as possible the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, and though we may ask with the irony of a Pilate, ‘What 
is truth?', we have more chance of hearing it these days, with the 
multiplicity and accessibility of the media, than any previous generations 
have had. 


... Creating Community: It is no coincidence that the word 'to communicate' 
carries four different definitions in the Concise Oxford Dictionary and the 
last of them is the religious definition: 'to receive or administer Holy 
Communion', one thing it is impossible to do via the mass media! 


But it is a reminder that the root meaning of the word ‘communicate’ is ‘to 
bring together in one', to be the linking factor between two separate entities 
whether that refer to a communicating corridor between two locations, or a 
communicating message coming through various media, or a communicating 
relationship between two people, or a communicated covenant between God and 
human beings. Its effect ought always to be to create community. 


It is not surprising then that journalists have been called the new 'priests 
of the world', and if one takes into account the developing use of symbol and 
image and icon in the media, perhaps it is not totally inappropriate to add, 
in a secular sense, 'sacrament' too. It seems strange then that the church 
has not taken their ministry and mission much more seriously as part of the 
outreach of the whole Christian community to the wider world we are here to 
serve. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Brand: "Anglican and Lutheran Agendas' EPS 88.09.34 


Brand is secretary for interconfessional dialogue at the Lutheran World 
Federation. He was a Lutheran observer at the Lambeth Conference of the 
world's Anglican bishops, which met earlier this year [EPS 55/28-30]. This 
item appeared in longer form (1 September) in Lutheran World Information. 


--. Lutheran and Anglican agendas are strikingly similar. Lambeth 1988 
Struggled with the question of structure and authority, a theme not unfamiliar 
to the LWF. It called for a deeper investigation into the implications of 
being a communion. Lutherans are involved in such a study too. 


At Lambeth 1988 this struggle tended to focus on the question of women as 
priests and bishops. That is not - or is no longer - a burning issue for 
most Lutherans. But both bodies struggle to discover how a world communion 
can exercise the authority which an authentic proclamation of the Word and a 
right celebration of the sacraments requires, without becoming authoritarian, 
and without destroying legitimate diversity. 


One unexpected feature of the Lambeth debate on authority was the unchallenged 
acceptance of the complete autonomy of the provinces. How does one justify 
that theologically? It is ironic that the LWF Executive Committee is 
Struggling to rid the LWF constitution of the terms ‘autonomy’ and 'free 
association of churches', finding that they no longer correspond to the 
reality of world Lutheranism, and are inadequate for today's global tasks. 


Agendas of social issue and of mission and ministry are almost identical - we 
do live in the same world, after all - and both our communions are undergoing 
an obvious shift in centres of gravity from the 'North' to the ‘South’. In 
debates on the various issues at Lambeth one noticed the absence of a 
continental European voice, just as at an LWF assembly debate one would notice 
the absence of an Anglo-Saxon voice. ... 


Ecumenical agendas also have their points of similarity. Both Lutherans and 
Anglicans hold their dialogues with Roman Catholics in high regard; both 
accept a special obligation to heal the breach of the 16th century. Lutheran 
efforts with Roman Catholics tend to focus primarily on theological issues. 
One has the impression that Anglican efforts with Roman Catholics tend to be 
centred more on ecclesial structure. ... 


It was the Anglican-Lutheran resolution at Lambeth, however, which proposed 
concrete, realizable steps towards full communion. The Niagara Report was 
hailed as showing the way. The 1982 agreement between the US Episcopal and 
Lutheran churches was held up as a model. ... 


As a Lutheran, one was edified and impressed by the space given to corporate 
worship, prayer and Bible study. The liturgical forms are virtually identical 
with Lutheran forms, but they seem somehow more firmly anchored in Anglican 
self-—consciousness. 


It is clear that Anglican spirituality centres in prayer. Less evident at 
Lambeth, on the other hand, was solid biblical preaching. 


Many more contrasts and similarities could be noted, but one article cannot 
contain them all. Reflecting on the experience of Lambeth 1988 has reinforced 
my conviction that Anglicans have much to offer Lutherans, and Lutherans, in 
turn, have gifts which could enrich Anglican life and praxis. If it is 
received, the Lambeth Anglican-Lutheran resolution offers more possibilities 
for reciprocal giving than either communion is likely to be in a position to 
implement. But that is a grace-filled situation for both. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW:. ‘Asian Insights on Spirituality & Spiritual Formation’ EPS 88.09.35 


This summary of points made at a consultation last April in Indonesia was 
prepared by Sam Amirtham, director of the Programme on Theological Education 
of the World Council of Churches. 


Consultation groups worked on four themes related to spiritual formation - the 
Asian multifaith context, women, justice and struggle, and intentionality in 
theological education. 


There are plans to publish the consultation papers and reports. 
Some of the insights reaffirmed at the consultation were: 


(1) Authentic spirituality encompasses the totality of the life of persons 
and societies and is holistic and integrative; 


(2) It is the total curriculum, not just a few spiritual exercises, that 
fosters or hinders spiritual formation; 


3») The process of spiritual development includes ‘a thirst for God's 
presence, attentiveness to grace in one's daily life, time alone and with 
others, prayer and work with others'. It is openness to grace. 


(4) Christian spirituality implies ‘an encounter with Jesus through the 
presence and working of the Spirit in treating inclusive communities of faith'. 


(5) To grow in discipleship means to be channels of God's grace and 
compassion, agents of God's justice and peace, sign of God's presence and 
holiness. This can happen in a community committed to God's grace, justice 
and holiness. 


The consultation discovered some images of spirituality and said a typical 
Asian way is expressing truth through images. This is an appropriate way of 
perceiving, articulating, and communicating spirituality in Asia. Among the 
many images that were mentioned, several were picked up from plant life as 
being particularly appropriate: 


— the red gum tree which has roots deep enough to survive drought and fire; 


— the coconut tree which grows so straight and single-mindedly to heaven gives 
every part of itself to the benefit of humankind; 


- the pul-grass which is trampled by people, survives any storm, provides 
softness to human legs and beauty to the eyes; 


-— the banyan tree which grows out of a tiny seed, protects many and sends 
roots into the air for nourishment; 


- the rubber tree which bleeds every day, gives of itself to paste, unite 
things; 


— the bamboo tree which grows together, provides food and beauty, when pierced 
becomes 'channels' of water; 


- rice which when heavy with paddy bends low; the fruitful become lowly. 
‘God is rice' in Asia. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/37) 


And So Set Up Signs —- The World Council of Churches‘ First 40 Years is the 
title of a special, 76-page issue (#138, August-September) of the WCC magazine 
One World. Copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


Behind the Mask is the report on an inter-regional, human-rights encounter 
in March and April 1987 |EPS 87.04.117]. It involved ecumenical visits to El 
Salvador, the Philippines, Chile, Taiwan, Argentina, and South Korea. Copies 
are available from the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: Ireland - Christianity 
Discredited or Pilgrim's Progress? by Robin Boyd (#37 in the Risk book 
series): 11.90 Swiss francs, 7.95 US dollars, 4.75 UK pounds. 


Shell boycott: The EPS excerpt from the WCC Central Committee statement on 
southern Africa |88.08.86] includes phrasing for the final clause (on the 
Shell boycott) that was changed before it was approved by the committee. The 
text as approved reads: 


ENCOURAGES the churches to support the International Campaign to boycott the 
Shell Oil Corporation. 


Also, the following clause was omitted. It goes between what are printed as 
the third and fourth clauses of the resolution: 


URGES the churches to make their governments aware of the fact that Namibian 
resources are still being taken out of the country in violation of UN 
resolutions, and to support ways by which profits of transnational 
corporations exploiting the mineral resources of Namibia are made available 
(e.g., through UN Trust Fund) for the costs of the implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 435 lon Namibian independence]. 


Science and the Theology of Creation is a report of a seminar on that 
subject held last April at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute. It is #4 (August 
1988) in the Church and Society Documents series. Copies are available from 
WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Africa Church Information Service is looking for a person to fill a senior 
editorial position. More details are available from the secretary of the ACIS 
search committee, Box 14205, Nairobi. 


The current (July) issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of Mission 
is a report of a consultation on mission and dialogue last January in India 
which marked the 50th anniversary of the 1938 International Missionary 
Conference in Tambaram. A copy is available from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 13 September. The next is 
scheduled for 20 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 
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SOVIET OFFICIAL MAKES Ecumenical Press 


ECUMENICAL CENTRE VISIT Service 88.09.36 
GENEVA - Effects on religion of current Soviet policies of perestroika 


('restructuring') and glasnost ('transparence') were high on the agenda during 
a visit [5-9 September; EPS 88.09.17] by Konstantin Kharchev, chairman of the 
State Council of Religious Affairs in the Council of Ministers of the USSR. 


Kharchev met at the Ecumenical Centre here with the general secretaries and 
other staff members of the World Council of Churches, Conference of European 
Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Lutheran World Federation. 
With him were two other state council officers - Nikolaj Mukhin, director of 
its international department, and Nikolaj Pominov, a department section chief. 


Five Soviet church leaders also participated: Metropolitan Alexey of 
Leningrad and Novgorod and Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk (Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox), General Secretary Alexey Bichkov (Union of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists), Archbishop Nerses  Bozabalian (Armenian Apostolic 
{Oriental Orthodox]), and Archbishop Kuno Pajula (Estonian Lutheran). 


Kharchev said a guiding principle for new legislation on freedom of conscience 
and religion now being prepared is 'what is not forbidden is allowed.' It is 
to deal with such questions as ‘juridical status' for the church, the 1929 ban 
on charitable activities by religious organizations, and more freedom for 
religious education and teaching. 


He said there are to be no more secret directives or decrees governing Soviet 
religious policy, and that with regard to every article in the draft, 'we 
consulted our religious activists.' 


Kharchev pointed to re-opened churches and monasteries, newly-built places for 
worship, and strengthened theological education as other fruits of the new 
Soviet policies. In the first eight months of this year, he reported, 400 
religious communities were able to begin functioning. 


He said the number of students studying theology has doubled in recent years, 
that the circulations of religious publications are increasing, and that 1.2 
million copies of the Bible - 'We lack Bibles' - are being imported. In 
answer to a question, he said the ‘church will have still wider access' to 
media, and in general more possibilities to spread its message. 


In a review of policy since the Soviet revolution of 1917, Kharchev described 
current reforms as a return to principles in effect right after the revolution 
(even though there were 'very strained relations' in those early post- 
revolutionary years with many church leaders actively resisting Soviet power). 


He singled out the period of the 'cult of personality' (a reference to many of 
the Stalin years, when he said, non-believers also suffered repression), a 
period of ‘new repression in religion' (1959-64), and the 'period of 
stagnation' (a reference to the Brezhnev years) as particularly problematic. 


The new legislation being prepared, he said, will undo ill effects of Stalin's 
1929 legislation, which 'we ... reject.' He said that while it would take 
“some time to officially eliminate various of the 1929 bans and limits, in 
practice they have been eliminated 'in many cases'. 


As an example of a ‘wild' practice that has been reformed, Kharchev mentioned 
the ending of the requirement that those who seek church sacraments such as 
baptism be required to present their identity documents. [over] 


kharchev/2 


In efforts to reform Soviet religious policy and practice, he said, ‘we are 
receiving blows from the right and from the left'. He said ‘rough copies' of 
the new legislation are being used by those seeking to torpedo reforms. Such 
texts are ‘inadmissible', not to be taken as final. It is misleading, he 
said, to taste the bread before it is baked. 


‘The main thing for us,' he said, ‘is that religious organizations and 
believers should obey the law. ... But these laws must be really just.' These 
reforms, he added, are part of the ‘construction of a just socialist state'. 


Kharchev described the council he chairs as an instrument to ‘safeguard the 
life and freedoms of believers and religious organizations', and to do 
everything possible to facilitate their work. He emphasized that it has 
openly admitted and rejected past errors in church-state relations. 


He also referred to other principles of Soviet religious policy, such as 
freedom of worship, church-state separation, non-interference by the state in 
church affairs, non-interference by the church in state affairs, and 
possibilities for the church to express itself on issues of church and society. 


The Soviet Union, Kharchev said, is 'not an atheist state', but, rather, 
‘extra religious' (religiously neutral). He called it ‘terrible’ that at 
certain stages of Soviet history, this principle was 'distorted'. 


The Soviet Communist Party, he said, regards religion as unscientific. 
Communism is to compete with it using ‘ideological means', as, he said, 
various religions may struggle on behalf of their versions of truth. 


Noting that according to official teaching, the arrival of ‘full communism' 
would mean an end to religion, he said such a day is a long way off. For now 
and the foreseeable future, communists and religious believers need to live in 
mutual respect and 'build a good life for people together’ on earth. 


He said that while he disagrees with the belief that God exists, 'I respect 
and must respect the other point of view'. Kharchev quoted Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev to the effect that 'no one knows ultimate truth'. 


As for believers being allowed to join the Soviet Communist Party, as is 
possible in some countries, Kharchev said they are now ineligible because they 
lack the required ‘materialistic world outlook'. He said such an exclusion is 
no more discriminatory than the fact that as an atheist he cannot be a bishop. 


He estimated that non-party members account for half of the Supreme Soviet 
(the national parliament), including, he suggested, a fair number of believers. 
He noted that before the revolution, the party did include believers. 


Kharchev said it is state policy that Christians and Marxists should live 
together in mutual respect. Participants in the meetings said that in 
discussion it was noted that such an approach implies various practical 
consequences for Christian participation in the life of society,. and that 
international church organizations can help work these out. 


On human rights, Kharchev reflected on individual and collective rights. He 
spoke of a church role in implementing the 1975 Helsinki Final Act, and in 
increasing human contacts, particularly through youth exchange visits. He 
expressed hope that Soviet inter-church relationships, and those involving 
international church organizations and the state council will see more 
personal contacts, candid exchanges of views, and mutual cooperation. [EPS] 


EMERGENCY CHURCH MEETING HAS Ecumenical Press 
"ACTION PLAN' ON SOUTH AFRICA Service 88.09.37 


GENEVA — An emergency meeting (here, 12 September) of church representatives 
has announced an ‘action plan' in the wake of new developments in South Africa. 


Besides that country, representatives came from the United States and seven 
western European countries, plus the World Council of Churches, Conference of 
European Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Lutheran World 
Federation. 


The South African participants were WARC President Allan Boesak, who is also 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK), General Secretary Frank 
Chikane of the South African Council of Churches, Moravian Bishop J.J. Ulster, 
and Lutheran Bishops Manas Buthelezi and Solomon Serote. 


According to the proposals, church representatives in western Europe and the 
United States are to continue and increase pressure on their own governments 
to take actions to dismantle apartheid, concentrating on sanctions. 


Other priority issues were listed as banking, oil, and air links with South 
Africa, violations of the arms embargo against it, next month's segregated 
municipal elections there, and improving communication on the situation among 
different parts of the church around the world. 


In addition, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro stressed the need for 
‘internal homework,' in terms of getting information about the South African 
situation to local pastors and parishes. 


There was also a proposal for a meeting of church leaders from western Europe 
and North America to strategize further on church response to the situation. 


The emergency meeting was requested by the South Africans against the backdrop 
of escalated church-state conflict there in the last six months. 


It came two weeks after a powerful bomb explosion [EPS 88.09.01] virtually 
destroyed Khotso House in Johannesburg. It contained headquarters of the 
SACC, denominational offices, and space for other groups opposed to apartheid. 


At a news conference here, Chikane called the 29 February march on parliament 
by 25 church leaders and 500 other church people in Cape Town [EPS 88.03.34] 
‘the beginning of a new [church] commitment’ in the anti-apartheid struggle. 


'We knew that the stance of church leaders, of speaking the truth irrespective 
of what the government intends to do, telling the story of the pain of people 
in South Africa, would mean that we would face certain consequences,’ he 
added. 'The attack on Khotso House is just the beginning.' 


Boesak said the church is ‘under attack as never before' in South Africa. 


In particular, he said, the government has - unsuccessfully, in his view - 
tried to persuade the public that church leaders such as Chikane, Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and Boesak himself are merely political activists, 
‘and thus ‘isolate us from the churches.' 


In the climate which the government has created, he said, 'people feel that if 
they do something against us, threaten our lives, bomb our buildings, that is 
a service to their country and to the government.' Chikane predicted ‘many 
other things ... between now and October 26,' referring to the date of the 
elections. [over] 


south africa/2 


Chikane, Boesak, and Tutu are among church leaders who have risked prison 
terms of 10 years by calling for a boycott of the elections on grounds they 
will perpetuate the apartheid system. 


Boesak said he is not aware of any expression of sympathy or any other 
reaction to the Khotso House blast from leaders of the country's main white 
Reformed church (NGK), though both he and Tutu have spoken to NGK leaders on 
the phone since it happened. (The NGK is known for its close association with 
the country's ruling National Party.) 


He called recent statements by South African Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok ‘shocking, because he, in not condemning the bomb attack, in not saying 
that the government will do all it can to apprehend those people, has made us 
openly targets of more such attacks.' 


Chikane noted while expressing sympathy for the victims of the blast, Vlok did 
not condemn those who perpetrated it and ‘implied that we ourselves may have 
been involved.' 


Experts consulted by the SACC, Chikane said, have described the bomb at Khotso 
House as the most powerful ever exploded in the country. The way the 
explosives were set could only have been the work of an expert, he added, 
noting that as a result the building fell in on itself. 


Both he and Boesak spoke of their suspicions regarding responsibility for the 
blast. ‘Who in South Africa has the expertise to create such a bomb? Who in 
South Africa has the access to the amount of explosives needed to plant a bomb 
in a basement so that a six-story building could almost totally be destroyed?’ 
Boesak asked. 


After the explosion, police were seen removing documents from Khotso House, 
according to Chikane, who noted that although the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation was given access to the building, SACC officials were denied 
permission to enter. They challenged that in the courts and were given 
permission to make a brief visit (6 September) a week after the blast. 


Boesak suggested that restricting access to the destroyed building may have 
been meant to give police time to remove evidence of the explosion's origins. 


Asked about this month's trip to southern Africa by the pope, Boesak noted the 
SACC ‘is working very closely with the Roman Catholic Church in South Africa’. 
An SACC delegation accepted an invitation to the papal mass in Maputo 
(Mozambique) 'to stress the solidarity among us and to emphasize the truth 
that the problems of the region are in large measure caused by Pretoria.’ 


Boesak expressed surprise and disappointment that the European Community, 
which has helped fund SACC activities through the Kagiso Trust, has not 
reacted to the bombing. ‘It does not bode well when such a thing happens and 
they don't immediately protest it,' he said. 


Besides the South Africans and the representatives of Geneva-based church 
organizations, participants came from Danchurchaid (Denmark), the Evangelical 
(United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in [West] Germany, Netherlands Reformed 
Church, [Lutheran] Church of Norway, [Lutheran] Church of Sweden, Federation 
of Swiss [Reformed, Methodist] Protestant Churches, British Council of 
Churches, anf four US-based denominations - [Anglican] Episcopal Church, 
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), and United Methodist Church. [EPS] 


NETHERLANDS: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
SHARING DAY ATTRACTS 6000 Service 88.09.38 


AMERSFOORT (Netherlands) - A group of Dutch church people estimated to number 
more than 6000 crowded into the heart of this central-Netherlands city (10 
September) for a daylong festival on the theme of sharing. 


Organized by four church and ecumenical diaconal committees in the country, 
the ‘Day for Sharing' began with three, hourlong periods during which 
participants could attend speeches, workshops, Bible studies, information 
sessions, and cabarets in more than a dozen church and school buildings around 
town. 


Among international guests on the program were South African theologian Allan 
Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, General 
Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of Churches, and 
Argentine theologian José Miguez-Bonino. 


Speakers for the day also included two WCC staff members from the Netherlands 
— Huibert van Beek, secretary for ecumenical sharing of resources, and Rob van 
Drimmelen, executive secretary for socio-economic programmes in the Commission 
on the Churches’ Participation in Development. 


Other sessions were led by Wies Stael-Merkx, who chairs the May 8 Movement, a 
grassroots renewal movement in Dutch Roman Catholicism, and Dutch government 
minister P. Bukman. 


Boesak praised the activities of the many anti-apartheid groups in Dutch 
churches, but called it 'scandalous' that a government with so many professing 
Christians and Christian political parties keeps on ‘making excuses for the 
South African regime’. 


Evidence of the South African churchman's enthusiastic following in the 
Netherlands, where he did theological studies leading to a doctorate in the 
1970s, was the speed (in time for the evening tv news broadcast) with which 
his remark drew a reaction from the ministry of foreign affairs. It defended 
its efforts to encourage peaceful change in South Africa. 


Between sessions, participants could visit art and photography displays or 
stroll through a 'marketplace' in which ecumenical action and support groups 
distributed information about apartheid, nuclear testing, the world food 
crisis, Aboriginal people in Australia, human rights violations in Latin 
America, and other ecumenical diaconal concerns. 


Some stands sold snacks, tea and coffee from Third World countries and migrant 
workers in the Netherlands. 


Late in the afternoon, the sun broke through a persistent overcast in time for 
an open-air worship service, the only time when all participants were together. 


Songs (including a special one written for the day and led by the children 
present), Scripture readings and intercessions in several languages and a 
short sermon by Boesak were followed by a "sharing of water and bread’. 


The organizers announced during the service that they had sent a message to 
South African Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok to protest his recent 
warning that it was time to ‘clip the wings' of anti-apartheid church leaders. 


That threat, the message said, was aimed at 'all Christians’ everywhere. [EPS] 


USA: LEADERS OF RC COMMUNITIES Ecumenical Press 
OF WOMEN CRITIQUE DRAFT LETTER Service 88.09.39 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service (2 September). 


ST PAUL (Minnesota/US) - The first draft of a proposed pastoral letter from 
the US Roman Catholic bishops on concerns of women drew sharp criticism at a 
national gathering here of leaders of religious communities accounting for 
nearly 100,000 Roman Catholic women in the United States. 


The criticisms by a panel were enthusiastically applauded by more than 650 
members of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious. The panelists 
denounced the draft for ignoring voices of women of colour, being superficial, 
lacking intellectual vigor, and refusing to abandon patriarchy or rule by men. 


Maria Riley, a Dominican sister who is a project coordinator at the Center of 
Concern in Washington, suggested the bishops not try to rewrite the draft. 'I 
don't believe they are able', she said. ‘I don't mean that as a put-—down. 
They don't understand the context they were asked to address.' 


She said she was struck by differences between the proposed pastoral on women 
and earlier letters from the bishops on peace, and on the US economy. The 
reason they were much more scholarly and sophisticated, she opined, is that 
the bishops ‘would not dare' send weak pastorals to the military or economic 
establishments. She said the draft on women 'lacks the perception of the 
profound and fundamental challenge that contemporary women are bringing to all 
areas of life and of human knowledge.' 


Loretta Jancoski, director of a theological institute at Seattle University, 
said the bishops took ‘a giant step in the direction of the gospel' by 
admitting in the draft that sexism is a sin. But the bishops are not willing 
to give up patriarchy as a model, she said. Thus, the draft merely proposes 
that the bishops ‘will be nicer patriarchs. They will remain in control.' 


Jancoski said the bishops take the view that the church's structure is a 
"given', not something to be questioned or judged. Therefore, she said, 
solutions proposed by the bishops ‘don't touch reality'. She said they don't 
realize that the sin of sexism is connected to other sins that would not occur 
if women were not oppressed. She said that in the draft, ‘leading feminists 
have been ignored and are not quoted.' 


Mary Helen Washington, English professor at the University of Massachusetts, 
called the draft ‘imaginative literature' which does not match the experiences 
of most female Roman Catholics who are black. 


The predominant image in the draft is that of white, middle- or upper-class 
women, she said, charging also that it has ‘an obsessive concern with 
motherhood and homemaking,' and that it ‘asserts the ideal of the nuclear 
family without reference to the extended family which has been absolutely 
essential to black survival.' 


Washington took issue with claims in the draft that religious communities have 
fostered women's progress: ‘Until recently black women were not accepted in 
many religious congregations of women.' She said the pastoral's voice is that 
of white males which ‘defines, classifies, structures and therefore controis 
all the others,' 


In a sense, she said, women are not the subjects of the pastoral, but ‘objects 
to be studied, scrutinized, and finally reinscribed within the boundary of 
patriarchy.' The conference makes its official response in December. [EPS] 


KENYA: WORKSHOP ON EDUCATION Ecumenical Press 
FOR JUSTICE, PEACE & CREATION Service 88.09.40 


NAIROBI - About 20 church leaders and people responsible for education from 
about 10 denominations attended an ecumenical workshop on education on 
justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC) (here, 26-31 August). 


The meeting was one of a series of about 10 such national meetings which have 
been or are to be held in connection with the WCC-sponsored World Convocation 
on JPIC, scheduled for March 1990 in Seoul. 


It was co-sponsored by the Christian Churches' Education Association of Kenya 
and the desk on education for ’'JPIC of the World Council of Churches. 


The workshop included consideration of how to teach and learn ecumenically 
about JPIC (including forms of education which best reflect JPIC principles), 
and specific JPIC issues in Kenya. 


The latter included presentations on Kenya in the African context, and 
justice, development, ecology, and the environment in Kenya. 


There were also biblical and theological reflections on JPIC. One day was 
given over to women's JPIC contributions and perspectives. 


Participants considered how to multiply their experience, and made proposals 
about continuing education for JPIC for teachers and pastors. 


They suggested that the church role in education be analyzed to see if it 
reflects JPIC principles. [EPS] 


ETHIOPIA: FOURTH ORIENTAL Ecumenical Press 
ORTHODOX PATRIARCH ENTHRONED Service 88.09.41 


ADDIS ABABA - In a lengthy and traditional rite, the fourth partriarch of the 
Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church was enthroned at Holy Trinity cathedral 
here (4 September). 


Until his election, by majority vote, Patriarch Merkorios, born in 1938, was 
archbishop of the historic religious centre of Gonder. He succeeds Patriarch 
Teklehaimanot, who died 28 May. 


Oriental Orthodoxy is the principal form of Christianity among’ the 
approximately 55 percent of the Ethiopian population (about 46 million) 
counted as Christians. He was chosen patriarch by a 109-member electoral body 
from among three candidates proposed by a nine-person nominations committee. 


A church profile of the new leader says he has been 'trying his best to bring 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to self sufficiency', and in his diocese has 
‘made possible the establishment and strengthening of parish councils, 
expansion of Sunday schools, sageguarding of antiquities, distributing of 
spiritual books, magazines, and newspapers to the laity’. 


He has also had ‘many new churches built, and many delapidated churches 
rebuilt'. It also notes his involvement in ‘development activities’ and that 
he was elected last year to Ethiopia's new parliament, the National Shengo. 


Ecumenical and governmental representatives attended the enthronement. 
Bishops from two other Oriental Orthodox churches - Indian and Armenian - 
helped lead the celebration of the eucharist. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/S.I. Zhuk & I.V. Okhinko: ‘Soviet Atheist Education' EPS 88.09.42 


Zhuk is a lecturer at the faculty of scientific communism, and Okhinko a 
post-graduate student in the faculty of history, both at Dnepropetrovsk State 
University. Their letter was published in the Soviet journal Odonyok. It was 
distributed by Keston College (25 August). 


.-. If one were to compare the publications of the Russian Orthodox Church 
with the wide range of atheist literature that is currently available in our 
bookshops, the atheist literature would suffer in such a comparison. 


Atheist books, written in ponderous academic language and unattractive in 
layout, are enough to scare away not only believers who may wish to acquaint 
themselves with the fundamentals of materialist thinking, but even specialists 
on scientific atheism. 


As students, we frequently had occasion to attend religious services, and, to 
tell the truth, would find ourselves thinking that the priest's sermons, 
delivered in the impressive atmosphere generated by [religious] rituals, were 
much more interesting than lectures on scientific atheism. This was 
irrespective of the lecturers' abilities in presenting their subject matter. 


...- How can students be armed with adequate atheist knowledge if they do not 
have the faintest idea of what it is that they shall have to combat in the 
future? What valid criticisms can be made by yesterday's students and today's 
‘qualified' specialists, if all they know about religion is that it exists? 


And this is not their fault. Even if they wanted to do so, they would be 
unable to acquaint themselves with the most basic biblical themes. The books 
by L. Taksil and E. Yaroslavsky, which have been considered standard reference 
texts, have long become obsolete from the point of view of methodology. 


Yet despite this, there are still lecturers in atheism who continue to draw 
upon ‘intimate details' of the lives of Catholic popes from Taksil's ‘Sacred 
Cave,' citing this piquant information as evidence of the general depravity of 
all clerics. 


Nor can the popular books by Z. Kosidovsky give a proper portrayal due to the 
fragmentary nature of their contents. The same can be said of any number of 
atheist publications. 


The word 'Bible' has been excised from the history syllabus in schools as 
though this work never existed. At the same time, atheist methodologists 
exhort teachers to conduct atheist propaganda. 


Why are we writing all this? Because we wish to express our support of the 
view advanced ... that it is imperative to publish a secular edition of the 
Bible with detailed and clear commentaries, understandable to the general 
reader. 


The Bible is an historical source without which it is not only impossible to 
gain an adequate understanding of ancient history, but also the history of 
mankind's development. Biblical legends and myths inspired the leading 
geniuses of humanity in the creation of their immortal masterpieces. 


We believe - and we are certain that we are not alone in this - that it is 
necessary to introduce a special course of atheist upbringing in schools which 
would enable our children, the citizens of tomorrow, to gain genuine knowledge 
instead of the dogmatism and buffoonery which are the hallmarks of our atheist 
teaching at present. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Linn: ‘Secularization in Europe’ EPS 88.09.43 


Linn is secretary for education and mission with the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


--- Secularization of social life can be seen as a legitimate fruit of the 
gospel. At least it has its positive aspects. Secularization means 
emancipation. The ‘'world' gets rid of the tutelage of the church. The 
consequence is the differentiation of social life caused by the new growing 
mutual independence of the different realms of life. 


The negative, or at least problematic, side of this development is the loss of 
an integrating centre, and, at the same time, the decrease of possibilities 
for the gospel to shape the whole of social life. 


The logical structural consequence of secularization is the separation between 
church and state. But history is not always logical. The separation of state 
and church was first realized by European emigrants in their new home states 
in Northern America as part of their obtained independence from England. Only 
more than one hundred years later was the first institutional separation 
between state and church established in Europe - in France in 1905, followed 
by other states after 1917. ... 


The churches in Europe have experienced different practical consequences of 
secularization - some in the form of heavy shrinkage of membership (for 
instance France, Czechoslovakia, GDR), others more in the form of a gradual 
decrease of public influence. Whether recognized so far or not, almost all 
churches in Europe have experienced a loss of social functions, and are faced 
with the challenge not to complain about this loss of functions but rather to 
get prepared for a change of functions in the life of the respective society. 


There are different types of reactions of European churches towards the 
phenomenon of secularization with its differentiation of realms of life and 
the churches' loss of functions. 


One type is represented by various efforts to run after the development, 
efforts desperately to prove to the public that the church is not old- 
fashioned. A host of ‘and-activities' are the result - Christianity and 
science, Christianity and sports, Christianity and arts, and so on. 


The other extreme is represented by efforts to focus on the _ so-called 
‘essential', to emphasize the distinction between church and world, to let 
‘the church be the church' keeping the framework of the inherited tradition at 
any price. 


Another kind of reaction claims that the church must play a certain guardian's 
role, addressing the society by means of statements of orientation related to 
burning issues. This guardian's role can be experienced by some branches of 
society as arrogance. ... 


An active response to the development of the secularized society is 
represented by the wide range of diaconal activities ... meant to fill gaps in 
the secularized society doing the job of task forces or of an avant-garde even 
in principle being prepared to give up these gap-filling activities as soon as 
the society as a whole is prepared to take over. ... 


All these types of reaction to secularization ... are guided by a certain 
self-interest of the institutionalized church coping with the question of her 
own survival. The only promising attitude would be the attitude of a servant 
church prepared to lose her life in order to win it (cf. Mark 8:35). ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘The WCC and the Middle East’ EPS 88.09.44 


Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


... Because foreign intervention in the region is obvious and often 
mischievous, international organizations are often suspect. In a region where 
religion is so important in people's lives, religious institutions of a global 
dimension, such as the World Council of Churches, are a subject of curiousity. 


In a region where foreign mission has not always been positive, altruistic, or 
pious, one can see how easy it is to misunderstand the mandate and practices 
of an organization such as the World Council of Churches. 


... The WCC's stand on the question of Israel/Palestine ... has consistently 
affirmed the rights of both nations, Jews and Palestinians, to each have a 
state of their own. The WCC cautions against the use of literal and out-of- 
context biblical references to rationalize territorial occupation in the name 
of religion. 


The so-called ‘Christian Zionist’ movement is alien to the ecumenical family 
and to the WCC in particular. The WCC knows that the churches of the Middle 
East are disturbed by such a foreign initiative. 


The WCC has on numerous occasions ... advocated Lebanese unity and 
sovereignity. The WCC has called for revival of Christian-Muslim conviviality 
[there]. ... 


The WCC has consistently called for a reunified Cyprus. It has supported 
the UN initiative to bring about a fair and realistic solution to this island 
which includes protection of minority rights, repatriation of refugees and 
withdrawal of occupying forces. 


The WCC has supported UN Resolution 598 on the Gulf War which calls for a 
peaceful and comprehensive settlement of the basic issues of these two 
countries. Among the international voluntary organizations, the WCC tries to 
interpret worldwide the suffering of the third world countries which often 
fall victim to international schemes which prolong war for strategic profit. 


In the various countries where local churches of the Middle East have 
programmes of social service, the WCC has often played a role through 
channeling modest funds and generating international solidarity for victims of 
poverty, injustice, displacement and other social ills. 


The largest programmes of church humanitarian aid to which the WCC funnels 
church funds in the Middle East are in Palestine, Lebanon, and Egypt. The 
WCC's humanitarian aid has no disguised religious education activities. The 
stress of mission within the ecumenical family is on serving the human 
community and not on proselytizing the faithful of other communities. ... 


The WCC helps churches, schools of theology, and other  church-related 
institutions to exchange resources and ideas and to move toward a common basis 
for reflection. The WCC promotes church unity, and unity of the human 
family. The ecumenical concept of unity is not fusion of structures, which 
vary in tradition, but it is a concept of strengthening relations, of sharing 
a common vision, and of building a conciliary process among various churches. 


Ecumenism in the Middle East is a process of making the churches more open to 
society. It is also an attempt to bring the church, the synagogue, and the 
mosque closer to one another. It is a vision of one God for all the faithful, 
be they Christians, Muslims, or Jews. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Korean Ecumenical Message to People in Japan' EPS 88.09.45 


This message is signed by Chairperson Kim Sung Soo of the National Council of 
Churches in Korea, which includes six jurisdictions — Reformed (Presbyterian, 
Evangelical), Methodist, Anglican, and Salvation Army — in South Korea. 


--.- On 15 August 1988, we celebrate 43 years of peace and reconciliation [from 
the end of World War II]. ... Until last year this day was remembered by the 
churches as the day of liberation from Japanese imperialism, and was reserved 
as a day of worship in thanksgiving for salvation through history. 


The National Council of Churches in Korea has decided from this year that this 
day should be a day of prayer for peace and unification of the Korean 
peninsula asking that actions for unity be taken among Christians in South and 
North in hopes of bringing about reconciliation and unification of the people. 


... This year pastors of the Korean churches in Japan have visited us and 
collected in this country one million signatures in opposition to the 
fingerprinting system which oppresses Koreans in Japan, and for legal 
protection of Korean resident rights in Japan. Through this action Korean 
Christians are learning the implications of 15 August 1945. 


It is a fact that liberation in 1945 resulted in the division of the Korean 
peninsula which brought suffering not only to the people who live in the 
peninsula, but also to Koreans living abroad. It is a fact that Christians 
and churches have committed sins against God whose desire is that we pursue 
peace and reconciliation. 


We are reminded of the fact that the World Council of Churches met at Tozanso, 
Japan in 1984 and with love and in solidarity pledged to support the peace and 
unification efforts of the Korean churches. We are told that brothers and 
sisters in Japan are witnessing to God's justice through efforts at 
peacemaking in Asia while neo-militarism threatens peace all over the world. 


On 15 August this year we are praying for peacemakers abroad, who are 
experiencing these many difficulties. 


The experience of 36 years of Japan's colonial rule and 43 years of national 
division has not only created distrust between the people of Korea and Japan, 
but also has been a great hindrance to peacemaking in this region. 


Therefore, the churches in Korea and Japan have as a task for mission the 
conversion of distrust and the commitment of ourselves to building mutual 
understanding. We must be one, in the true sense, taking on this task for 
Christ. 


We have learned that there is no peace without justice. On the road to 
justice there is the Cross. On the way of pilgrimage the cross of love and 
joy is abundantly fulfilled. 


When Christians in Japan dedicate themselves to peacemaking, Christians and 
churches in Korea will be able to share the same faith with you and experience 
joy and unity in God's blessings. 


For the first time this year we have established this as the Lord's Day for 
Peace and Unification in Korea with the theme, 'Behold, I am about to take the 
stick of Joseph, and I will join with it the stick of Judah, and make them one 
stick in my hand'. (Ezekiel 37:19). This is not meant only for South and 
North Korean relations on the peninsula, but it is also God's promise which 
may be achieved between the peoples and churches of Korea and Japan. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Church Efforts To Further Korean Re-Unification' EPS 88.09.46 


This is excerpted from ‘Activity News', published occasionally by the 
National Council of Churches in Korea. It outlines the background to an 
ecumenical meeting earlier this year on justice and peace in Korea [EPS 
88.05.56]. 


... The agony of waiting, of not knowing year after year what has happened to 
those we love, is one of the supreme human tragedies of our time. This 
tragedy of separation unites South and North Koreans in common longing. 


Recognition of the Korean division as a humanitarian issue has now led to 
concrete actions by the churches to promote dialogue between the South and the 
North, and to work for the reuniting of families. Beginning with the Tozanso 
consultation in October 1984 [EPS 84.12.54], which requested the World Council 
of Churches to facilitate opportunities for Christians from North and South 
Korea to meet in dialogue, a series of steps has been taken by the churches 
towards the goal of reconciliation. 


In November 1985, a WCC team visited North Korea and met with Christians there 
[EPS*®-8S J1Ps22 | wie iege And in September 1986 there took place _ the 
unforgettable meeting and sharing of the eucharist by a small group of 10 
South and North Korean Christians, in Glion, Switzerland [EPS 86.10.03]. 


An official delegation from the National Christian Council of Japan visited 
North Korea in May 1987. This was followed one month later by a[n ecumenical] 
US ... delegation which visited the North and then the South. Through 
meetings and worship they communicated to Christians on both sides their 
perception of the strong mutual desire for dialogue and reconciliation. 


.-. [In late 1987; EPS 87.11.63], a WCC delegation visited Christians in the 
North and the South, to continue this international dialogue which has become 
an important source of hope for the development of direct South-North dialogue. 


Through the recent efforts by the churches, Christians on both sides have 
discovered that the bonds of faith and kinship are far stronger than the 
ideological enmity that has been fostered over the years. Although few 
persons so far have been able to take direct part in the meetings, each 
occasion provides new confirmation of the overwhelming desire for unity. 


-.. South Korean President ... Roh Tae-Woo declared in his [1988] new year 
speech that his government will open direct trade relations with the People's 
Republic of China, will seek a non-aggression pact with North Korea, and will 
work for friendly relations with the USSR and other East bloc nations. 


Roh said he will not oppose Washington and Tokyo recognition of Pyongyang 
prior to reciprocal recognition of Seoul by Moscow and Beijing. He expressed 
his strong commitment to a reunified Korea through a series of steps which he 
said will be taken during his tenure. 


Roh is under some pressure to implement a positive unification policy, since 
all four presidential candidates during the campaign called for unification as 
a national priority. Party for Peace and Democracy candidate Kim Dae-Jung in 
particular presented a detailed plan for gradual contacts and exchanges that 
would eventually lead to reconciliation. Kim Young-Sam's Reunification 
Democratic Party, as its name indicates, has always stressed the urgency of 
unification. 


Since the majority of the vote went to these two opposition parties, the new 
government cannot help but interpret this as the people's direct will for 
positive steps towards unity. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/38) 
The following items are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


An appeal for 100 000 US dollars for assistance in the wake of ethnic 
fighting in Burundi (12 September) 


A situation report (#30) on the drought and displaced people in Ethiopia 
(9 September) 


An initial appeal for 150 000 US dollars for assistance in the wake of 
floods in Bangladesh (6 September) 


A situation report (#1) on the recent floods in Kenya (13 September) 


An appeal for 260 000 US dollars to help in Rwanda because of the influx of 
refugees from Burundi (26 August) 


An appeal for 125 000 US dollars to help in the wake of last month's 
earthquake in India (24 August), and a situation report (#1) on response 
to the quake (15 September) 


The August issue of Refugees newsletter, which features a collection of 
brief stories from refugees and those who work with them. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20: Ecumenical Reflections 
on Political Economy compiled by Catherine Mulholland. It includes sections 
on the church and economic matters; the international economic order in the 
1980s; technology, transnational corporations, and human development; world 
hunger; the international financial systems; labour, employment, and 
unemployment; and Christians and these issues. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 
5.95 US dollars, or 3.75 UK pounds. 


No East Nor West is the title of a new booklet on the foreign relations and 
mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK). Changes in 
Religiosity from the Finnish Viewpoint is the title of the latest (#37) in 
the series published by the SELK Research Institute. Both are available from 
the SELK Information Centre, Box 185, SF-00161 Helsinki. 


MECC News Report is a new publication from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


The current (July) issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of Mission 
is a report of a consultation on mission and dialogue last January in India 
which marked the 50th anniversary of the 1938 International Missionary 
Conference in Tambaram. A copy is available from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 20 September. The next is 
scheduled for 27 September. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 


WCC CALL FOR SHELL BOYCOTT: Ecumenical Press 
SHELL PROTESTS, WCC REPLIES Service 88.09.47 


GENEVA/THE HAGUE - Last month the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches encouraged church support for 'the international campaign to boycott 
the Shell Oil Corporation’ [EPS 88.08.81,86]. 


That action prompted a protest letter (25 August) to WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro from L.C. van Wachem, president of the Royal Dutch Petroleum 
Company. In turn, Castro replied to van Vachem (16 September). 


In his letter to Castro, van Wachem expresses ‘utter dismay' at the WCC stance. 
"The imposition of economic measures against South Africa', he writes, is a 
matter for governments ('whose decisions we, of course, always abide by'). 


He objects to the WCC ‘assuming the role of governments by attempting to 
impose its view on, and to penalise, others because they hold a different view 
of how best to end apartheid.' 


Van Wachem also calls ‘the singling out of Shell ... totally unwarranted and 
unjust', on grounds that there are seven other oil companies in South Africa 
besides Shell, plus hundreds of other foreign-owned companies in other fields. 


"We are saddened', he says, ‘that an organization which professes Christian 
moral standards should behave in such an unethical and intolerant way towards 
one particular enterprise - moreover one that is at the forefront in its 
opposition to apartheid.' 


He also notes that 'so far as we can tell', the boycott 'has had no effect on 
our total sales.' But, there has been ‘wilful damage inflicted on over 120 
Shell service stations in Europe' -— some 'burned to the ground.' 


In reply, Castro is ‘saddened by the pain we might be inflicting on loyal 
employees of Shell, many of whom are Christians and as eager as we are to see 
the end of the apartheid system.' He says the WCC resolution reflects 'no 
sense of moral superiority' on its part. 


Expressing appreciation of Shell's oft-expressed ‘abhorrence of the apartheid 
system', Castro says Shell still gives de facto support to the system by its 
South African presence. 


He cites a 1987 statement by Beyers Naudé, the retired general secretary of 
the South Africa Council of Churches. Naudé described efforts to force Shell 
to withdraw from South Africa and sever all economic links with it as ‘a 
logical consequence' of a 1985 SACC resolution on the situation. 


Castro rejects the notion that ‘all action to promote peace and justice in the 
world is the sole responsibility of governments.' He also says the WCC 
‘utterly deplores and condemns' attacks on Shell stations in Europe, as 
contradicting the 'very intention of this boycott'. 


As to the issue of singling Shell out ('your main objection'), Castro says 
that 'while we do not want to suggest that Shell behaves ... worse than ... 
other companies' supplying oil'to South Africa, 'Shell cannot claim exemption 
from the radical criticism that is being addressed to oil companies for their 
involvement' there. 


‘Other companies have not been absolved', he adds. ‘We merely begin by 
appealing to Shell, as one of the most visible oil companies, to reconsider 
its involvement in South Africa.' [EPS] 


WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION: Ecumenical Press 
*"CRUCIAL' MEETING REVIEWS PRIORITIES Service 88.09.48 


HARARE -— In what the World Student Christian Federation described as ‘one of 
its most crucial meetings over the past few years', the WSCF Executive 
Committee met here (21-31 August) to discuss issues of stucture, finance, and 
programme, plus upcoming WSCF events. 


Chantilly (France) is to be the site of the 30th WSCF General Assembly, during 
the first two weeks of September 1990. Theme is ‘Student Witness in Pluralist 
Societies'. The chief biblical text for the assembly's reflections is to be 
"You shall be my witnesses' (Acts 1:8). 


Six assembly aims were spelled out here, including to ‘review critically the 
theological affirmations on which we have based our work and ministry" for the 
past two decades, and to ‘investigate broader philosphical approaches and 
understanding of our mission in the context of increasingly pluralist 
societies.' 


The committee called for an ‘urgent, timely, and far-reaching review of WSCF 
administrative patterns and practices'. There was lengthy discussion of a 
report from a special committee on WSCF structures. 


A structures task force is to prepare material for use by the 85 WSCF national 
movements as they study the issues. A report and specific recommendations are 
to come to the next WSCF Executive Committee meeting, next September in Cairo. 


One structural decision was taken here — to close the WSCF regional office for 
North America for a time. In the meantime, emphasis is to be placed on 
support for denominationally—based ecumenical student ministry in the United 
States, and the Student Christian Movement in Canada. 


The WSCF report of the meeting here refers to several facts which prompted 
‘re-assessment and revision' of WSCF ‘administrative patterns, structures, 
costs, and effectiveness' over the past two years. These include: 


- ‘a certain distance between the organizational patterns and _ the 
constituency’, 


— 'the permanent risk of regional isolation or “regionalism" compounded with a 
lack of sense of belonging to the whole’, 


- ‘the difficulty in arriving at a clear sense of priorities for the total 
WSCF', 


— administrative costs which have been ‘criticized for their size vis-a-vis 
resources devoted to programmes and national work.' 


The committee commended WSCF participation last May in an ecumenical youth 
consultation involving various Christian youth and student networks. It also 
looked forward to an Ecumenical Global Youth Gathering, to be organized by the 
Sub-Unit on Youth of the World Council of Churches in the 1990s. 


Women's issues had a special place on the committee agenda, with the WSCF 
Inter-Regional Women's Commission meeting just before the committee did. A 
WSCF meeting of women from the Asia/Pacific and Middle East regions is planned 
for next September in Egypt. Noting the current Ecumenical Decade: Churches 
in Solidarity with Women as an opportunity for movement building, the 
committee recommended Bible studies, workshops, and other events involving 
church women, including ordained ministers and those studying theology. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH LEADERS WISH Ecumenical Press 
MORE PAPAL DIRECTNESS ON APARTHEID Service 88.09.49 


MAPUTO (Mozambique) (Steve Askin) - Pope John Paul's tour of southern Africa 
ended with a measure of ecumenical disagreement, with leaders of the South 
African Council of Churches expressing disappointment at his failure to more 
explicitly condemn apartheid, or to single out the Pretoria government as the 
main author of violence in the region. 


Their carefully measured criticism came on the last full day (18 September) of 
the pope's first visit to the area. During it, he repeatedly voiced an urgent 
desire for Christian unity. He spoke frequently against apartheid, calling on 
all parties to renounce the use of force in connection with South Africa's 
system of white-minority rule. 


After the pope's ecumenical address here, the SACC delegation expressed ‘deep 
appreciation’ for his ‘consistent call ... for peace' and an end to apartheid. 


However, when questioned by journalists, South African theologian Allan 
Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, stressed his 
agreement with the pope's opposition to violence, but also his wish for ‘a 
clearer [papal] understanding of what drives people to violence' in South 
Africa. 


"I would have liked to see some understanding, in terms of the long, hard 
struggle of the South African liberation movements for 50 years in a 
non-violent way before they found themselves pushed into a situation where 
they have no other choice', Boesak said. 


He called it not particularly helpful for the church to tell people not to use 
violence ‘if either we do not lead them along the very risky, difficult road 
of non-violence, or do not understand the very difficult, risky situation in 
which they live.' 


SACC president and Lutheran bishop Manas Buthelezi emphasized the SACC view 
that destabilization efforts by Pretoria are also the main cause of violence 
and human suffering in Mozambique and other neighbouring countries. 


While refusing to criticize the pope's declarations that he hopes to formally 
visit South Africa, the ecumenical leaders expressed distress at the handling 
of his unscheduled landing in South Africa on a tour designed to skip that 
country as he visited its five black-led neighbours. 


SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane said the stop in South Africa 'puts us in 
an invidious position where the very people who oppress us and cause us pain 
are the same people who welcome him, where the security measures are taken by 
the very people who torture us.’ 


Boesak speculated that the diversion of the pope's plane from Lesotho to South 
Africa, officially blamed on bad weather, could have resulted from collusion 
between the two governments. 


At the ecumenical meeting here, John Paul told other church leaders that 
church divisions ‘prejudice the words in which we express our faith and even 
constitute a scandal for the world.' He called it ‘a pity that while we are 
trying to unite our efforts, on the other side our divisions are getting more 
complicated because there are coming up new churches and new sects.' 


The pope also spoke to briefer ecumenical gatherings in Lesotho and Zimbabwe. 
At the former, he urged dialogue, noting that ‘the first steps, which are 
often painstakingly slow, require patience and perseverance.' [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE CALLS FOR Ecumenical Press 
"RESPECT FOR INDIVIDUAL ANIMALS' Service 88.09.50 


ANNECY (France) - An ecumenical conference (here, 10-17 September) has urged a 
theology and ethic ‘for the liberation of life', including ‘respect for 
individual animals'. 


The dozen conference participants were convened by the World Council of 
Churches. Their proposed ethic also considers peace and justice, the 
‘integrity of the ecological community', and biological diversity. 


Calling respect for animals a neglected topic in Christian reflection, the 
group says it is 'not a simple question of kindness, however laudable that 
virtue is. It is an issue of strict justice. In all our dealing with 
animals, whether direct or indirect, the ethic for the liberation of life 
requires that we render unto animals what they are due, as creatures with an 
independent integrity and value.' 


The group says the Bible and Christian theology ‘speak with one voice: 
Animals do not exist for the sake of the unbridled pursuit of human avarice 
and greed.' Yet, they observe, ‘literally billions of animals are made to 
suffer [pain and death] every year in the name of corporate mass production 
and consumer over-—consumption.' 


The group's report outlines several areas of concern, among them unnecessary 
use of animals to test and develop cosmetics and household products, fashion 
trends (notably related to fur products), and food-production methods in 
‘corporate animal agriculture' which mean unnecessary ‘massive animal 
deprivation and death’. 


The participants criticize the use of animals in circuses, stage and aquatic 
shows, rodeos, bullfights, and fights organized between other animals such as 
cocks and dogs. 


‘We do not have to train, exploit, outwit, or outmuscle animals, or to support 
those who make a profit from doing so, in order to take pleasure in their 
presence or their beauty', they say. They commend instead ‘benign forms of 
recreation involving animals' such as photography, scuba diving, and watching 
wildlife movies. 


Also viewed negatively in the group's report are recreational hunting; 
‘wasteful, needless duplicative, and poorly executed scientific use of 
animals'; killing rare and endangered _ species; and the ‘compulsory 
dissection of animals' which is part of traditional rites of passage for 
children and adolescents in the ‘affluent world’. 


Those who ‘resist or refuse [the latter] for reasons of conscience’, they 
note, ‘routinely are ridiculed or punished for their moral sensitivity. Often 
they stand alone, abandoned even by their parents, ostracized by their peers.' 


The group's report offers examples of endangered ‘ecological communities’ - 
crop and grass lands threatened by modern agricultural methods, tropical rain 
forests ‘disappearing at the rate of one football field every second', and 
threats to fish and seals. 


The group says that ‘when they avoid the assumptions of scientism and 
materialism', the ‘contributions of the sciences' are ‘essential' for the 
theology they are seeking. 


Its report concludes with a series of eight recommendations. [EPS] 


RC DIALOGUES CONTINUE WITH Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICANS AND PENTECOSTALS Service 88.09.51 


GENEVA — Meetings in on-going international dialogues involving Anglicans and 
Roman Catholics, and Pentecostals and Roman Catholics took place last month. 


In Edinburgh (24 August-2 September), the sixth plenary meeting of the Second 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (Arcic 2) continued its work 
on efforts to ‘clearly identify the present state of relations between the two 
communions, indicating what they have in common, identifying differences, and 
setting out the way forward to greater unity.’ 


In that context, the meeting had before it five papers in four areas —- the 
ordination of women in some parts of Anglicanism, the effect of that on 
efforts to reconcile the ordained ministries of the two traditions, authority 
in the church, and moral questions. 


The report from the meeting says women's ordination as Anglican priests and 
their expected consecration as Anglican bishops poses a ‘major problem' for 
the commission as it works on ways to reconcile the ministries of the two 
communions. 


The next Arcic 2 plenary meeting is to be next year in Venice (28 August-—6 
September). 


The fourth session of the third phase of the Roman Catholic/Pentecostal 
International Dialogue took place (20-27 August) in Emmetten (Switzerland). 


This phase of the dialogue is focusing on 'koinonia', that is, the church as a 
community and a communion. This year, the group looked at koinonia and 
baptism, including such issues as views on baptism in the two traditions, the 
relationships between baptism and faith and baptism and the church, and 
understandings of the 'baptism of the Holy Spirit’. 


The fifth and final meeting in this phase is scheduled for next year. [EPS] 


Adventists release first in doctrinal video series EPS 88.09.52 
WASHINGTON - Fear No Evil is the title of the first in a series of Seventh-day 
Adventist doctrinal video programmes being released to explain Adventist 
teaching in the light of contemporary questions and needs. [EPS] 


Newspaper says scientists find Turin shroud ‘medieval fake' EPS 88.09.53 
LONDON - The Sunday Times newspaper reports (18 September) that scientists 
testing samples of the Shroud of Turin, venerated by some as the cloth used to 
wrap Jesus for burial, have concluded it is a ‘medieval fake' which was 
‘forged between the years 1000 and 1500. Official announcement of the results 
of the tests, authorized by the Roman Catholic archbishop of Turin, Anastasio 
Cardinal Ballestrero, is expected early next month. [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical statement on education crisis EPS 88.09.54 
WINDHOEK - The Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia has 
affirmed the ‘democratic right for anyone to return to "normal" schooling 
where it exists, or to choose to stay away from it.' The CCN statement came 
in the wake of continuing protests against military bases set up near schools, 
particularly in northern Namibia. ‘We condemn the detention of students, and 
the wanton personal injury and destruction of school properties by those 
agents who have exploited legitimate grievances of students and communities to 
discredit and cause confusion and division in these communities’, the 
committee says. CCN membership includes Roman Catholic, Reformed 
(Congregational), Lutheran, Anglican, and Methodist jurisdictions. [EPS] 


USA: black Baptists in historic joint worship EPS 88.09.55 
DALLAS —- For the first time since they split 73 years ago, two US black 
Baptist denominations worshipped together, during their annual meetings this 
month here and in nearby Fort Worth. The National Baptist Convention, USA, 
Inc., and the National Baptist Convention of America split in 1915 in a 
dispute over ownership and control of a publishing house. However, church 
leaders said the joint event does not signal a possible merger. [EPS] 


Norway: Lutheran council ‘terrified' by Romania plans EPS 88.09.56 

OSLO - The Council on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
(NK) says it is ‘terrified by the plans of Romanian authorities to demolish 
7000 villages and replace them with agro-industrial complexes.' In a letter 
to Hungarian Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Eastern Orthodox, and 
Unitarian leaders, the council says the NK ‘fully supports your appeal to 


Romanian authorities to stop these destructive and inhuman plans.' It also 
offers support for moves to ‘make the issue a priority matter for the 
ecumenical movement.' It says the Romanian plan ‘seriously inflicts upon the 


rights of minorities ... predominantly Hungarians. Thereby the plans also 
threaten the very existence of centuries-old cultures.' (Related item: EPS 
88.08.61). [EPS] 


Adventists form committee on human life EPS 88.09.57 
WASHINGTON - The Executive Committee of the General Conference of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church has formed a Christian View of Human Life 
Committee. It is to study and make policy recommendations on abortion, 
euthanasia, genetic engineering, surrogate parenthood, and other ethical and 
moral issues in modern medicine. [EPS] 


Portugal: Presbyterians in budget crunch EPS 88.09.58 
SETUBAL —- Meeting here, south of Lisbon, the synod of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Portugal (IEPP) learned that a seventh of last year's 
expenses were not covered by income. Among other solutions discussed by the 
synod were efforts to increase giving for general church work by the 33 IEPP 
parishes, construction of a building which could be rented out, and a proposal 
that pastors earn some of their income by working outside the church. [EPS] 


Vietnam: last Evangelical military chaplain reported released EPS 88.09.59 
HANOI -— Duong Ky, chief of Evangelical military chaplains in the former South 
Vietnamese government, was reportedly released last month from a re-education 
camp. He was arrested in 1975 shortly after the North Vietnamese victory 
united the country. He was reportedly the last Christian chaplain held. 
Whether all the Buddhist chaplains arrested - a majority of Vietnamese are 
counted as Buddhists -— is not clear. [EPS] 


USSR: archbishop scores bad language EPS 88.09.60 
MOSCOW -—- In a letter published in the Soviet Communist Party newspaper Pravda 
(22 August), Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Mikhail of Vologda and Veliki Ustyug 
complains at the prevalence of bad language in Soviet society, notably 
expressions which belittle the sanctity of motherhood. He suggests the media 
and schools help combat such language. [EPS] 


Romania: bishop criticises German emigration EPS 88.09.61 
BUCHAREST — Albert Klein, bishop for ethnic German Lutherans in Romania, said 
last month in a West German newspaper that FRG (West German) proposals to help 
more ethnic Germans leave Romania are 'neither desirable nor feasible'. With 
mass emigration, he said, life for those who stay behind would be impossible, 
and ethnic denominations would gradually 'cease to be viable'. He noted that 
26 of his pastors have left Romania since the beginning of 1987, and that of 
115 remaining, 26 have asked for exit papers. [EPS] 


Hungary: independent ecumenical association recognised EPS 88.09.62 
BUDAPEST — An independent Christian Ecumenical Fraternity, an association of 
academics and intellectuals, has been recognized by Hungarian state and church 
leaders. [EPS] 


Anglicans form committee on women's ordination EPS 88.09.63 
LONDON - Robert Eames, the principal Anglican archbishop in Ireland, has been 
named to head a worldwide seven-person Anglican committee to consider how to 
keep the Anglican communion together once, as is widely expected, women are 
consecrated bishops in parts of it. Eames has written to other Anglican 
primates (church heads) asking for their initial response to certain basic 
practical questions which female bishops would pose. In answer to a question, 
Eames said the ordination of women in Anglicanism is bound to have an effect 
on ecumenical dialogue, but 'I must say to my Roman Catholic friends thatesit 
we are not what they want us to be, in Christian charity you have to take us 
as we are.' [EPS] 


Poland: ecumenical rep meets with government minister EPS 88.09.64 
WARSAW -— Adam Kuczma, the Methodist superintendent who is president of the 
Polish Ecumenical Council, met with Polish Interior Minister Czeslaw Kiszczak 
(14 September) as part of preparations for proposed talks among government, 
opposition, and other people on political and economic reform in Poland. 
[EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical leader condemns toxic—waste dumping EPS 88.09.65 
NAIROBI — General Secretary José Chipenda of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches has called on the church in Africa to combat the menace of dumping 
toxic wastes from western countries in Africa. He said such dumping affects 
not only the environment, but also the spiritual dignity of human beings. He 
noted that he will be reporting on the issue at the 1-6 November meeting of 
the AACC General Committee. [EPS] 


Zambia: archbishop removed over healing conducts service EPS 88.09.66 
LUSAKA — Emmanuel Milingo, who was removed as the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here a few years ago following controversy over his healing ministry, 
conducted a healing session before an estimated 6000 people in a stadium here 
last month. Milingo is now a 'special delegate' in the Vatican Commission for 
Pastoral Work in Migration and Tourism. [EPS] 


India: bishops attack discrimination against some Christians EPS 88.09.67 
CALCUTTA - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Indian state of West Bengal have 
appealed to Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to grant Christians of 
"scheduled caste origin' (people sometimes referred to as '‘untouchables') the 
same 'privileges given to Hindus and Sikhs of scheduled caste origin, since 
all of them suffer the same disabilities and extreme social and economic 
backwardness.' One rationale for the current law is that in Christianity, 
people are considered equal regardless of their caste origins. [EPS] 


Philippines: Norwegian missionary accused EPS 88.09.68 

MANILA - Philippine authorities have accused Trygve Bjdrkaés, a Norwegian 
Lutheran deacon who is a missionary here, of belonging to a syndicate trading 
arms to groups loyal to former President Ferdinand Marcos. He has denied all 
charges; his wife blamed them on Christian business people. She said they 
‘joined our mission programmes, but it turned out that they were only 
interested in personal profit. We broke with them, and ever since they have 
been doing everything to destroy us.' Bjgrk&s oversees a 6-million-US-dollar 
operation which includes health care, education, and small industry. Its 16 
diaconal centres have 34 fulltime workers, and several hundred volunteers. 
Some of his programmes have been criticized in Norway for not fostering local 


control. [EPS] 


Ecumenical appeal for 4.1m US$ in wake of Sudan floods EPS 88.09.69 
GENEVA - The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches has joined an appeal for 4.1 million US dollars to help the Sudan 
Council of Churches respond to last month's devastating rains and floods 
there. A message from CICARWS Deputy Director Nora Chase notes that besides 
the disaster of the flood -— ‘the worst recorded' - the country is already 
‘suffering from civil war, while under imminent threat of a locust invasion.' 
Besides the WCC, the appeal for aid is being made by the Lutheran World 
Federation and the YMCA. [EPS] 


Norway: umion sues over failure to hire gay pastor EPS 88.09.70 
OSLO -— The Norwegion Trades Union Congress (LO) has sued the National Council 
of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) following its decision not to appoint 
a gay pastor and hospital chaplain to an NK staff post as executive officer 
for diaconal affairs. The council had decided to hire Jens Olsen, but 
reconsidered when it learned he lives with another man. The NK position on 
homosexuals, as expressed by its bishops in 1977, is that if homosexuals do 
not practice their sexuality, they are to be treated just as heterosexuals 
are. Olsen says he is ‘doing a far better job as pastor when I live with the 
one I love, than if I should be forced to be single.' The LO position in the 
case is that in line with Norwegian labour laws, applicable to the church 
because in some respects it is a state agency, it must hire the best qualified 
candidate. The council position is that Olsen's homosexual practice affects 
his qualifications. Olsen was appointed to his chaplaincy post four years ago 
by a municipal body, against the advice of the NK bishop here. [EPS] 


Lefebvre followers reported returning EPS 88.09.71 
ROME — Religious News Service reports (9 September) that a Vatican 'policy of 
leniency and flexibility' towards the followers of excommunicated Archbishop 
Marcel Lefebvre, ‘appears to be paying off.' Several dozen of the 200-plus 
priests affiliated with his fraternity 'have made contact with the Holy See 
and gradually are being welcomed back', generally being allowed to keep their 
pre-Vatican II liturgical practices and doctrinal attitudes. [EPS] 


Finland: Graham crusade was ‘shot in the arm' EPS 88.09.72 
HELSINKI - A mission campaign built around a recent preaching campaign here by 
US Baptist evangelist Billy Graham ‘gave traditional congregational work quite 
a shot in the arm', according to a report (8 September) from News from the 
[Lutheran] Church of Finland. A study of the crusade indicated that 650 small 
groups for 4000 activated members were set up, although the effort prompted 
only a handful of people who had not already done so to join the church. The 
study said parish pastors had been generally hostile to the effort as it was 
being proposed and organized, though they became ‘considerably more positive' 
as it progressed. However, two-thirds said the campaigns should be arranged 
on a Lutheran basis, and not very often. [EPS] 


Swedes to assume responsibility for Finnish work in Sweden EPS 88.09.73 
STOCKHOLM - The [Lutheran] Church of Sweden has accepted responsibity for 
pastoral work among the nearly 400,000 people in Sweden for whom Finnish is a 
first language. Until now, the costs of the Centre for Finnish-language 
Congregational Work in Sweden, set up in 1967, have been born by the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland and the Finnish government. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: former president glad to be back teaching theology EPS 88.09.74 
HARARE - Canaan Banana, the Methodist minister who was Zimbabwe's first 
president, from April 1980 till the end of last year, says he is glad to be 
"back in the land of the living', lecturing part time in political theology at 
the University of Zimbabwe, where he used to be chancellor. Retired on a full 
presidential salary, Banana, a prolific writer on liberation theology, is 
accepting no pay for his university work. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Edmond Perret: ‘What is a Reformed Ethos?’ EPS 88.09.75 


Perret is general secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. This 
item is excerpted from an overview of the Reformed tradition he gave to the 


last meeting of the conference of general secretaries of Christian World 
Communions. 


-.. Many of the things that I am going to say we share with other Christians. 
But the order in which I raise them is not naively done, because their 
sequence is, in my opinion, a very important and typical Reformed contribution 
to our common challenge as churches and Christian World Communions in the 
present world. 


We, the Reformed, are happy when we can refer to the grace of God and quote 
"sola gratia'; it is evident that God's primary grace must always be strongly 
affirmed at the outset of any statement on the Reformed ethos. 


Why is it then that in the Reformed churches people too often wonder whether 
God is still and really at work; if the churches are still relevant; if there 
are not other religions, systems, or philosophies which could offer better 
security; if the grace of God is ... losing reality in contemporary existence? 


We proclaim and repeat that the grace of God alone originates the movement of 
salvation, of love and of hope 'by grace you are saved' (Ephesians 2:5). We 
confess that God still takes the initiative today. ... But why do we wonder 
how we can face the difficulties confronting us? 


Principalities and powers seem to be so dominant that we can hardly imagine 
that they have already been deprived of their strength on the Cross. 


Should we not then, take another look at the world, at our society, at our 
church in the light of Christ's victory, ... the Resurrection, in the light 
which transforms all things? ... 


Second, we Reformed have said so much about the importance of faith, of 'sola 
fide’. 


Why is it that often faith has been reduced to individual piety, without any 
pertinence to social, cultural, economic and political life? 


Why is there such infatuation with all kinds of attempts at 'spirituality'? 


Why are there so many theoretical and general statements which do not produce 
concrete involvements? 


Why is it that individualistic faith becomes the norm in many congregations? 


Still, we do proclaim and repeat that faith alone invades our life with the 
assurance of possible salvation. 


This is because it has been incarnated in Jesus Christ, the assurance of love 
which is not adulterated, and the assurance of hope, which opens the way to a 
renewed future, neither secular nor sacred. 'By grace you are saved, through 
faith' (Ephesians 2:8). 


We confess that faith is the human answer to the grace of God, a possible 
answer which gives to humanity all its value and sense, a joyful answer 
because it is made dynamic by the divine grace which did more abound, an 
answer which is usefully always tested. [over] 


reformed/2 


And we object to systems, philosophies, and theologies which intend to base 
themselves upon, and to develop a concept of human being that arises out of 
the human being, as the full measure of existence, of his nature, of his 
power, indeed of his religious experience. 


Furthermore, what has not been said by us Reformed about the essential 
character of the Bible, of ‘sola scriptura'? 


Then why is it, on the one hand, that we often try to base ourselves on other 
grounds than the Bible itself for our personal, common, and ecclesiastical 
life, and why is it, on the other hand, that we often reduce scriptural 
witness to a rigid legal or moral code? 


Why is it that we are tempted - and not embarrassed by the contradiction - by 
a biblical relativism which in fact empties the Scripture of its substance, 
and by a biblical fundamentalism which pretends to take into account the 
importance of the Scripture but which, in fact, does injustice to its 
dynamism? ... 


And how we Reformed have stressed the glory of God, the ‘soli Deo gloria'! 


Why is it, then, that there is so much uncertainty, so much uneasiness, so 
much meaninglessness today? Why so much groping and fruitless effort? 


Why so much passionate search for the meaning of things and life which lead to 
confusion and emptiness? Why so many worship services in our churches which 
reflect so little joy and confidence? Why so much clamour for honours in the 
world and in the churches? ... 


Finally, we go repeating that we are a Reformed church, always being reformed, 
the ‘ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda’'. 


Why is it, then, that there are, in our churches, so many discussions on 
problems which are certainly important, but which are of secondary importance 
when considered in the light of our rediscovered mission? 


Why do we hold on to so many practices and habits which belong to the past? 


Why so little vision for all that pertains to mission and evangelism in a 
world which is desperately trying to find ways to move ahead? 


Why do we pay so little attention to the reforms carried out in other 
Christian communions? 


But, we still do proclaim and repeat that we are not only a ‘reformed church' 
but also ‘a church being reformed' and 'a reforming church’. 


We confess the importance of the church as an instrument of service and not as 
a preliminary condition, which is an indispensible tool, constantly sharpened 
for the sake of its ministry, which cannot be satisfied with its separated 
existence without suffering from the divisions which have occurred in the One 
Church of Jesus Christ. 


And we object to systems, theologies, ecclesiologies, which make of a 
particular denomination - and very often our own denomination - the only true 
and necessary expression of the Church of Jesus Christ, or which are satisfied 
with ecclesiastical structures that they have inherited from the past. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW: 


"The Church and the South Korean Election' 


EPS 88.09.76 


This ‘reflection and repentance" on the church role in the last South Korean 
presidential election was distributed by the National Council of Churches in 


[South] Korea, which groups six Reformed (Presbyterian), Independent, 
Methodist, Salvation Army, and Anglican denominations. 

Korea's first direct presidential Throughout the election, the 
election in 16 years has cast a strain- NCCK maintained the position that 
ed silence over the nation. After a single opposition candidate must 
the mid-1987 feverish protesting be fielded to deteat the military 
brought a wave of democratic conces- embodied in the candidacy of Roh 
sions from President Chun Doo-hwan's Tae-woo. This non-partisan stance 


military backed government, the chur- 
ches along with other political organ- 
izations, believed the era of oppo- 
sition government and true democratic 
reform was imminent. 


The election results, however, 
painted a wholly different picture 
as ruling party candidate Roh Tae- 
woo claimed victory with 37 percent 
of the vote. Opposition leaders 
Kim Young-sam and Kim Dae-jung illed 
the second and third place _ slots 
with 28 percent and 26.9 percent 
of the vote respectively. 


The Korean’ churches, who had 
struggled to remain non-partisian 
amidst unrelenting calls for backing 
@€ single opposition candidate, found 
themse! ves in a nightmarish’ case 
of de ja vous. Once again a politi- 
cian with undeniable ties to_ the 
Korean military was in control o 
the Blue House. 


Further complicating mattecs, 
the once charismatic opposition 
movement fell into disarray as various 
people cast blame for the defeat 
in the presidential elections. Roh's 
victory maneuver contributed to this 
vacuum in leadership, and caused 
the Church to reexamine its’ role 
in the political events of the final 
months of 1987, as well as redefining 
its position for the upcoming politi- 
cal tasks of 1988. 


After the June 1987 declaration 
in which Chun's government accepted 
direct presidential elections, the 
Church leadership found itself facing 
& myried of questions concerning 
the role the Church should play in 
the developing political process. 
With Kim Dae-jung's split from th 
Reunification Democratic Party to 
form his own Peace and Democracy 
Party. the Church had to confront 
the toughest question of all: how 
to unify the oppostion and heal the 
rifts createa through the campaign 
Process. 


was embraced by most church leaders, 
though there were pros and cons sited 
by Protestants as well as Catholics 


for publicly supporting a specific 
opposition candidate. 

Despite initial splits within 
tne circle of Church leadership, 


consensus was reached on particular 
aspects of the election as the polling 


date neared. Tnere was a unified 
call for defeating the tlegacy of 
the military dicatorship, now carried 


candidacy of Roh. 
the churches strongly 
people 


on through the 
Along with that, 
emphasized the need for all 

to exercise their right to vote. 


Seeking to guarantee this right. 
the Korean churches’ placed their 
full support behind various fair 
election monitoring groups. This 
movement, organized by Catholics, 
Protestants, Buddhists, youth-students 
and other organizations, concentrated 
on eradicating vote fraud and corrup- 
tion before the vote. as well as 
pledging itself to direct oversight 
duties on election day. 


EVen with the full backing of 
the Korean churches, this movement 
was up against formidable odds. 


With the government firmly in control 
of the country's newspapers and tele- 


vision networks, election coverage 
was steered strongly in favor of 
Roh, both in coverage and content. 


In addition, the government mobilized 
the 7.6 million people on the DJP 
membership roles and spent an esti- 
mated W3 trillion during the election 
for publicity, favor-buying, and 
campaign materials according to youth 
organization sources. 


While the Church pushed behind 
the scenes for a unified opposition 
candidacy, it did not reaiize this 
goal. In a New Year's) statement 
released by the NCCK, the organization 
declered its guilt for being unable 
Lo prompt a single candidate to run. 

[EPS ] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Statement — Emergency Consultation on South Africa’ EPS 88.09.77 


This is excerpted from a statement following an ‘emergency consultation on 
South Africa', in Geneva earlier this month [88.09.37]. An outline was agreed 
in principle at the meeting. The full version was written afterwards. 


..- The following was agreed by the meeting: 


1. ... We need to expose the truth about apartheid and call/challenge others 
to engage in actions to bring apartheid to an end. 


2. .-. It is urgent that priority be given to information sharing and 
distribution along the lines of the Namibia Communications Centre in London 
and EDICESA in Harare. 


3. There was a need to expose more people to the socio-political analysis of 
the South African context of the kind that the South African delegation has 
produced. ... 


4. An approach should be made to sympathetic contacts in the media with 
detailed briefings on the crisis in South Africa, with interpretation, 
analysis, perspectives, and challenges in order to make the position of the 
church in South Africa more widely known. 


5. ..-. The governments of Europe and U.S. should be approached immediately to 
emphasise, once again, the urgency of the situation. WCC was asked to set in 
motion the Eminent Church Persons Group ..... 


6. .-.- The South African church leaders will formulate an appeal to their 
partners for action in support of sanctions, especially as_ regards 
implementation of the oil embargo, the cessation of aviation access to South 
Africa by European airlines, the withdrawal of landing rights to South African 
airlines, as well as ... action against the violation of the arms embargo .... 


7. .-- Representations should be made to Western governments to refuse to 
reschedule loans or to extend new financial arrangements to support the South 
African economy. 


8. The meeting heard that South African church leaders had resolved to embark 
upon a campaign ‘Standing for the Truth'. ... 


9. ... Various church leaders ... have endorsed the boycott [of next month's 
elections] call, with the consequence that the [South African] minister of law 
and order has threatened to take action against the [Anglican] archbishop of 
Cape Town [Desmond Tutu]. 


10. The meeting affirmed the principle that it was the right and duty of 
Christians to denounce apartheid and to call upon others to defy or disobey. 
--- In the event that any action against church leaders be taken, members 
would mobilise and galvanise protests worldwide. ... 


ll. The meeting expressed alarm at_ the activities of right-wing, 
fundamentalist groups in South Africa actively engaged as agents of the 
apartheid regime in disinformation, psycho-religious disorientation, and 
undermining the message of the churches. 


12. The meeting expressed horror at the feeble efforts of the regime to 
investigate the bombing of Khotso House with vigour. It noted the growth in 
right-wing and violent vigilante groups which seem to act with impunity or 
sponsored by the agencies of the state. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/39) 
The following items are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


An emergency appeal for 500,000 US dollars to respond to destruction in the 
Caribbean caused by Hurricane Gilbert (16 September) 


on the drought and displaced people in Ethiopia (9 September) 


An initial appeal for 150 000 US dollars for assistance in the wake of 
floods in Bangladesh (6 September) 


A situation report (#1) on the recent floods in Kenya (13 September) 


The August issue of Refugees newsletter, which features a collection of 
brief stories from refugees and those who work with them. 


Material on the case of the three United Democratic Front activists - Murphy 
Morobe, Mohammed Valli Moosa, and Vusi Khanyi - who sought refuge in the 
office of the US consulate in Johannesburg 13 September is available on 
request from EPS. 


The new issue (#104, August) of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), focuses on ‘progress with 
mental disabilities' 


A report on a weeklong Study Conference for Young Clergy, organized earlier 
this year by the National Council of Churches in India is available from M. 
Deenabandhu, NCCI youth secretary, Christian Council Lodge, Civil Lines, 
Nagpur 440 001 MS. 


Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (1044 Alta Vista Road, Louisville 
KY 40205) is seeking nominations for the 1989 Louisville Grawemeyer Award. 
The 150 000 US-dollar award honours ‘the most significant contributions to 
religious and spiritual understanding' in the five years before it is given. 
Further details about the award and procedures for nominations are available 
from the seminary. 


In EPS 88.09.47, the spelling should be van Wachem throughout. 


A list of the 59 grants approved this year for the WCC Special Fund to Combat 
Racism [EPS 88.10.07], with brief descriptions of the organizations and the 
purpose for which they are receiving the grants, is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS appears weekly. This issue was printed 27 September. The next is 
scheduled for 4 October. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. You can then ask (and pay) for full texts. 


Annual subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 43.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK 
pounds, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 French francs, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees, 53.50 
Canadian dollars. 


FIRST WOMAN CHOSEN Ecumenical Press 
AS ANGLICAN BISHOP Service 88.10.01 


BOSTON - Barbara Clementine Harris, 58, a priest since 1980, is the first 
woman to be chosen as a bishop in the Anglican Communion. 


Harris is executive director of a church publishing company, and on the clergy 
staff of a parish in Philadelphia. She was elected (24 September) on the 
eighth ballot to be suffragan (associate) bishop in the Diocese of [Western] 
Massachusetts of the Episcopal Church. With 96,000 members, it is the largest 
diocese in the denomination. 


Before she became a priest, she was head of the public relations department at 
the Sun Oil Company. Divorced, she has no children. In a statement before 
the vote, she said that as bishop she could contribute 'my peculiar gifts as a 
black woman and as a woman priest'. She also promised to bring 'a sensitivity 
to the needs of different kinds of people including minorities, women, the 
incarcerated, the poor, and other marginalized groups.' 


Under Episcopal procedures, she can be consecrated bishop following agreement 
by 60 diocesan standing committees (a majority). That many consents are 
expected before the end of the year. In the final vote, she had a 145-108 
Majority among clergy and a 131-115 majority among lay delegates. The 
runner-up was a male priest who was the only nominee from the diocese. 


Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning said that for many her election 
is 'the occasion of great joy and celebration. For many, it is a troubling 
time.' He said the coming months ‘will test our commitment to the unity of 
the church', and ‘our sensitivity to the feelings and convictions of others’. 


At their meeting earlier this year, the world's Anglican bishops 
overwhelmingly approved a resolution which makes no judgement on whether women 
should be bishops. They also urged that the communion stay together once 
women become bishops [EPS 88.08.21]. [EPS] 


TAIWAN: WORLD REFORMED LEADER Ecumenical Press 
VISITS PRESIDENT AND PRISONERS Service 88.10.02 


TAIPEI - General Secretary Edmond Perret of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches visited the president of Taiwan (Republic of China) and two political 
prisoners during a visit (15-19 September) to a WARC member, the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan. 


Perret said President Lee Teng-Hui highlighted changes occurring in Taiwan 
today, the necessity for more openness to be achieved step by step, his 
personal Christian commitment, and his government's desire to fully recognize 
and promote human rights. 


Three PCT leaders accompanied Perret, and PCT Moderator C.S. Yang offered a 
prayer for the president, the authorities, and all 20 million people of the 
island. The president concluded the meeting with a prayer. 


The meeting with the president included mention of the cases of several 
prisoners. Perret visited two - Tsai You-Chuan and Hus Tsau-Teh - both in 
jail for advocating Taiwanese independence. (Both the government here and that 
in Beijing of the People's Republic of China consider Taiwan part of China.) 


Having visited with tribal congregations on the island's east coast for two 
days, Perret called the rights of tribal people - about two percent of the 20 
million people on the island - ‘an important issue for the future'. [EPS] 


BAPTIST COUNCIL SPEAKS ON Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES, DELAYS RESTRUCTURE Service 88.10.03 


NASSAU (Bahamas) - The annual General Council of the Baptist World Alliance 
passed several resolutions on contemporary issues, while delaying, pending 
further study, a committee proposal for BWA restructuring. 


The council gave thanks for a ‘widening degree of openness afforded to all 
citizens' by the Soviet government. It opposed ‘sexual mores and practice 
which contribute to the development and spread of the disease' Aids, while 
calling on Baptists to be ‘ministers of compassion who respond with love and 
prayer' to people with Aids. 


It described the non-medical ‘use and abuse' of alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs as a ‘curse on human life'. It urged Baptists to ‘teach respect for the 
human body', and to work with other groups to help ensure effective education, 
social controls, and legal restraints so as to eliminate the drug traffic and 
all forms of substance abuse. 


The group committed itself to join in ‘every possible way' efforts to bring 
justice and equality to South Africa. It urged Baptists there to give an 
"example of reconciliation and full equality within their own churches'. 


It affirmed ‘efforts of Baptist peacemakers to link together a global 
network', and reaffirmed previous resolutions in favour of peace with 
disarmament and justice. It commended ‘biblical and careful attention ... to 
the enabling of women and their gifts within the churches.' It urged 
Christians to pressure governments and industries to avoid exporting 
‘death-dealing wastes to any place, most especially to developing countries’. 


Also meeting here was the BWA Human Rights Commission. Among those who spoke 
to that group was Shirley Bentall, past president of the Canadian Baptist 
Federation. She urged Baptists to ‘practice the equality of men and women in 
all areas of our church life', there being, she said, a credibility gap 
between Baptist resolutions and practice on this subject. [EPS] 


HONDURAS: YOUTH WORK ON Ecumenical Press 
CENTRE OF RECONCILIATION Service 88.10.04 


TEGUCIGALPA - A three-week work and study camp brought together 25 young 
people (ages 18 to 30) from the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Costa Rica, 
the United States, and Honduras to begin construction of what is said to be 
the first ecumenical centre of reconciliation in Central America. 


The church backgrounds of the participants included Roman Cathoic, Methodist, 
Reformed, Baptist, Mennonite, Brethren, Pentecostal, and Church of God. The 
effort was under the joint sponsorship of the World Council of Churches and 
the Honduran Christian Commission of Development, an agency working in more 
than 60 very poor communities in the country. 


The centre they worked on is to have a training and conference centre, an 
agricultural and animal-raising centre to train campesinos (peasant farmers), 
and a centre to produce medicinal plants derived from the Mayan civilization. 


The three-week camp emphasized reconciliation in four areas — between people 
and God; between people and nature; among differing political, economic, 
social, and religious structures; and within an individual. It included 
construction work, Bible study, visits to poor communities, and trips to ruins 
of the Mayan civilization. [EPS] 


UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES SEXUALITY MATERIAL Service 88.10.05 


TORONTO - In the wake of the decision on sexuality and ordination by the 
General Council of the United Church of Canada last August [EPS 88.09.14], UCC 
Moderator Sang Chul Lee has sent a letter to all 2400 UCC pastoral charges, 
along with a copy of the statement the council approved. 


Also in connection with the decision, widely and fiercely debated, the UCC 
publicist here issued (8 September) several pages of background and 
explanatory material about what the council did and didn't say and do. 


Among other things, the material refers to 'various and sometimes confusing 
claims being made' about challenges to the four-page council statement, 
"Membership, Ministry, and Human Sexuality’. An appeal against its passage is 
expected to go to the UCC Judicial Committee this month (16-17 October). 


The material also refers to 'much talk and a few threats by people who feel 
the [council's] action ... was inappropriate. Some feel betrayed; others are 
simply confused, and want to know exactly what was decided.' 


UCC staff members and council commissioners (delegates) have used ‘letters, 
phone calls, meetings, and pastoral visits' to answer questions about the 
statement. The material says it is 'the fervent hope of all concerned that 
people who are considering leaving the United Church do so only after allowing 
enough time to study the documentation being made available to them.' 


As the council expressed it, UCC policy is that people 'who profess faith in 
Jesus Christ and obedience to him' are welcome as full members of the UCC, 
‘regardless of their sexual orientation'. Also, all members ‘are eligible to 
be considered for ordered ministry' and ‘all Christian people are called to a 
lifestyle patterned on obedience to Jesus Christ.’ 


According to the UCC material, ‘this new statement simply states publicly what 
generally has always been the practice of the United Church. Some gays and 
lesbians have in the past been ordained/commissioned United Church ministers, 
presumably because they were deemed fit for ministry and the question of their 
sexual orientation was never asked. In fact, the question of a person's 
sexual orientation has always been and continues to be considered 
inappropriate during the interview process.' 


On the question of whether sexual orientation is to be distinguished from 
sexual practice, the UCC material says the council found that 'the consensus 
was that there was no consensus.' 


Thus, defining ‘sexual orientation' in terms of '‘'practicing' and ‘'non- 
practicing' was 'not possible at this time'. Thus, the council decided that 
‘this ambiguity was a truer representation of where the church was at ....' 


As for the question of whether a congregation will be able to refuse to call a 
homosexual minister ‘whose other qualifications equal a heterosexual 
candidate', the material says the answer will vary, depending on how a 
particular congregation interprets the council's statement about the lifestyle 
to which all Christians are called. 


The UCC material also notes that the much-debated report released earlier in 
the year, 'Toward a Christian Understanding of Sexual Orientations, 
Lifestyles, and Ministry' [EPS 88.06.96] was considered an ‘historic document' 
by the council, and thus 'put on the shelf'. It decided, the material notes, 
‘that this document did not reflect the present [UCC] position.' [EPS] 


‘TEMPTATION’ WIDELY PROTESTED; Ecumenical Press 
WORLD RELEASE OF FILM MOVED UP Service 88.10.06 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - In reactions similar to those in countries where it 
was subsequently released, the religious community in this country, where it 
first opened, has generally condemned director Martin Scorsese's movie version 
of the Nikos Kazantzakis novel, 'The Last Temptation of Christ’. 


A protest group outside the cinema where it was first shown here was broadly 
ecumenical - a Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop and lay activists, Orthodox 
clergy and laity, black and hispanic Pentecostals, and various fundamentalists. 


A Muslim leader denounced ‘the slanderous presentation of Prophet Jesus'; a 
written protest came from an Orthodox Jewish group, absent because the 
demonstration occurred on the Sabbath. 


Finding all the protests a publicity bonanza, Universal opened the movie in 
North America weeks earlier than planned. Distribution abroad was also moved 
up, to September/October in Europe, October/November in Latin America, October 
to February in Asia, and February in East Africa and Egypt. 


William Fore, director of the Communication Commission of the [US] National 
Council of Churches, was among those making less negative comments. He called 
the film 'not demeaning to Jesus or to the Christian faith', though he did 
find 'several’' parts ‘objectionable’. 


Robert E. A. Lee, who chairs the Communication Commission of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, said the movie offers ‘a vehicle for provoking a 
lively discussion', but found its portrayal of miracles ‘heavy handed', and 
its view of Paul as the inventor of Christianity 'troubling'. 


The Communication Department of the US Catholic Conference rated the movie 
‘morally offensive'. Radical Roman Catholic theologian Rosemary Reuter opined 
that Kazantzakis misunderstood the story of Jesus, and Scorsese misunderstood 
Kazantzakis. 


The film depiction of the temptation was defended by some as an expression of 
his real humanity, with learned allusions to docetism, monophysitism, and the 
declaration in 451 by the Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon that fully human and 
fully divine natures are in union in Jesus Christ. 


But Miltiades Efthimiou, church and society director for the Greek [Eastern] 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, said that in fantasizing 
about sex with Mary Magdalene, the Christ of the movie was not reflecting the 
sinless humanity proclaimed by Chalcedon. 


NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer deplored both 'the censorious protest of 
the religious right' and '‘'the vacuous tolerance of the religious left’. 
Noting that he and script writer Paul Schrader share a 'Dutch hyper-Calvinist' 
background, Brouwer said that Schrader in reaction departed from ‘the richly 
human Jesus of the gospel stories’. 


Such voices got less attention than boycott campaigns of fundamentalist 
Baptist Jerry Falwell, and of Donald Wildmon, a United Methodist minister who 
heads an anti-pornography agency, the American Family Association. 


Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ offered to reimburse Universal 
Pictures for its costs if it would ‘abandon' the 'blasphemous' movie. Some 
fundamentalists introduced an anti-Semitic note by focusing on the fact that 
Lew Wasserman, head of Universal's parent company, MCA, is Jewish. [EPS] 


EMBARGO: 4 OCTOBER 1988 (12HOO GMT) 


WCC 1988 ANTI-RACISM GRANTS: Ecumenical Press 
59 GROUPS TO GET US$ 635 000 Service 88.10.07 


GENEVA - The 1988 grants from the Special Fund to Combat Racism of the World 
Council of Churches total 635 000 US dollars. They are to go to 59 groups. 


Half the money - 320 000 US dollars - goes to four groups fighting 
white-minority domination in South Africa and Namibia - Swapo (150 000), 
African National Congress (105 000), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (45 
000), and South African Congress of Trade Unions (20 000). 


The grants, approved in August by the WCC Executive Committee, were announced 
4 October. They bring the US-dollar total since the first grants were made in 
1970 to 8 081 000 (an average of 425 316 per year). Grants totalled 396 000 
in 1985, 400 000 in 1986, and 539 000 last year. 


Money for the fund comes from designated contributions by WCC members, 
congegations, ecumenical councils, church agencies, anti-racism groups, and 
governments. Grants roughly equal yearly contributions to the fund. 


Among criteria for the grants [EPS 85.09.65] are that the ‘purpose of the 
organizations not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC', and 
that they be spent on ‘humanitarian activities'. Grants are ‘without control 
of the manner in which they are spent'. Some past grants, notably in 1978 to 
groups fighting the white-dominated government of pre-independence Zimbabwe, 
prompted some negative church reaction, especially in Europe and North America. 


Besides the four southern African groups, grant recipients are based in Japan, 
Australia, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Federal Germany, France, Netherlands, 
United Kingdom, Brazil, Peru, Canada, United States, Belgium, Ireland, and 
Switzerland. Eighteen groups are receiving grants for the first time: 


—- Japan: Yay Yukar Ainu Society (10 000) and Group to Combat Ainu 
Discrimination (8000), both working on behalf of the Ainu minority there. 


—- New Caledonia: FLNKS (5000), a group working for independence from France 
for the South Pacific territory. 


—- United Kingdom: Abasindi Cooperative in the Moss Side People's Centre in 
Manchester (4000), Broadwater Farm Defence Committee (7000), Claiming the 
Inheritance (5000), Scottish Committee of the Anti-Apartheid Movement (5000). 

— Brazil: Quilombo Educational Centre and Joao Candido Cultural Association 
(3000), Zumbi Afro-Brazilian Cultural Group (11 000), Olodum Cultural Group 
(3000), Pastoral Ministry to Combat Racism (2000). 

- Peru: Francisco Congo Black Movement (2000). 

— France: Popular Evangelical Mission (8000). 

- Ireland: Harmony (1500). 


— Canada: World Council of Indigenous People (10 000), Canadian Alliance in 
Solidarity with Native People (3000). 


—- United States: Association of Haitian Workers (7500), Legal Assistance 
Project for the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes (5000). [EPS] 


CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA, METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
CONTINUE CHURCH UNION NEGOTIATIONS Service 88.10.08 


BOMBAY — A committee negotiating union between the [United] Church of North 
India and the Methodist Church in India is proposing that the two take 
‘concrete steps' toward an ‘interim goal of intercommunion by mutual 
recognition and unification of the[ir] threefold [ordained] ministries.' 


The committee's recommendation came after a discussion of four study papers at 
its meeting here (6-8 September). 


CNI and MCI authorities were asked to consider the proposal for a unified 
ordained ministry and give further directives about it. 


The ‘ultimate goal' is union between the two, though its nature and form are 
still to be mutually decided. 


Methodism is one of the six streams which flowed into the CNI, formed in 1970, 
but what is now the MCI declined to be part of the union at that time. 


In their discussions here, the negotiators agreed that there is no divergence 
or disharmony in the statements of faith and order of the two. 


They also agreed that the concept of the historic episcopate as outlined in 
the 1982 World Council of Churches document on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM), as well as the statement about the nature and interpretation 
of the episcopate in the CNI constitution, make it possible for the two bodies 
to mutually recognize each other's ordained ministry, and unify them. [EPS] 


Brazil: Arns' archdiocese reduced in size EPS 88.10.09 
SAO PAULO - Notwithstanding opposition from politicians, intellectuals, 
human-rights workers, clergy, and others, the Vatican has decided to go ahead 
with a plan to reduce the size of the world's largest Roman Catholic 
archdiocese, based here. Its head, Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, is widely 
known for his ecumenical and human-rights involvements. Opponents say the 
reduction will undermine activist, grassroots work the archdiocese carries out 
in poor areas which surround the wealthier central city (which will remain as 
the reduced archdiocese). New dioceses are to be formed in the peripheral 
areas of Osasco, Itapecerica da Serra, Santo Amaro, and Sao Miguel Paulista. 
[EPS] 


Costa Rica: bishops object to Amnesty rock concert EPS 88.10.10 
SAN JOSE - The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Costa Rica have 
lamented that country's selection as one of the sites for the round-the-world 
rock concert being sponsored by Amnesty International to mark the 40th 
anniversary of the UN Declaration on Human Rights. The bishops said the 
concert would stimulate drug use. [EPS] 


Brazil: bishops launch weekly; counterbalance to Vatican? EPS 88.10.11 
SAO PAULO - The leadership of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in 
Brazil has decided to launch a new weekly next month. According to a report 
in Latinamerica Press (22 September), among other things, the 'project appears 
to be a major effort by the bishops to counteract the influence of two huge 
Vatican-backed projects that have considerable financial backing from Catholic 
conservative groups.' One is Evangelisation 2000, a campaign to ‘give Christ 
the gift of a more Christian world on his 2000th anniversary.' The other is 
Lumen 2000, a 400-million-US-dollar project including creation of a data base, 
a news agency, and a satellite tv hook-up, and a computer network linking all 
Roman Catholic dioceses in Latin America. [EPS] 


South Africa: RC bishops thank government for helping pope EPS 88.10.12 
KOKSTAD - On behalf of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in southern 
Africa, W.F. Napier OFM, the Roman Catholic bishop here who is conference 
president, has expressed its ‘deep gratitude and appreciation’ to South 
African Foreign Minister Pik Botha for his ‘courtesy and assistance' when Pope 
John Paul's plane had to make an unscheduled stop in South Africa on its way 
to Lesotho. Napier said ‘prompt action' by Botha ‘ensured that the papal 
visit could continue with the least disruption to the itinerary possible in 
the circumstances.' Plans for the papal trip to southern Africa did not 
include a stop in South Africa, whose apartheid system of white-minority rule 
the pope strongly criticized. The reason given for the South African landing 
was bad weather at the Lesotho airport. [EPS] 


Southern African church reps meet on justice, peace, creation EPS 88.10.13 
HARARE — Representatives of national councils of churches from South Africa, 
Namibia, Lesotho, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe met here 
(5-9 September) to discuss regional issues related to justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation (JPIC). Discussion topics included root causes and 
effects of destabilization of the governments in the region, human resources, 
environmental issues, and ‘negative influences of right-wing religious 
groups'. Also on the meeting agenda was the role of the African Network of 
Churches' Participation in Development, related to the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. Among actions suggested in this regard were strengthening 
‘national ecumenism', establishment of training programmes, greater biblical 
and theological reflection, better communication, and more exchange of 
experiences. [EPS] 


South Africa: Reformed body considers integrated structure EPS 88.10.14 
POTCHEFSTROOM - The General Synod of the Reformed Churches in South Africa 
(GKSA) referred to its four synods (one white, one for people officially 
classed as mixed race, and two black) a restructuring plan. It would extend 
to district and local levels racially and ethnically integrated patterns now 
in effect at the General Synod level. The next General Synod, in 1991, is to 
consider the four synods' response to the proposal. [EPS] 


Lausanne II to be in Manila EPS 88.10.15 
SINGAPORE - The site of the Second Lausanne Congress on World Evangelization, 
11-20 July next year, is to be Manila. It had been scheduled to meet here. 
The first such conference took place in Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1974. Theme 
of the Manila meeting is 'Proclaim Christ Until He Comes: Calling the Whole 
Church to Take the Whole Gospel to the Whole World.' [EPS] 


German Reformed in reconciliation meeting EPS 88.10.16 
NODHORN (FRG) - People from the Evangelical Reformed Church in Northwest 
Germany (ERKN) and the Old Reformed Church in Lower Saxony have met here - the 
first such official meeting since the 0ld Reformed separated in 1838. [EPS] 


USA: earthquake proofing causes problems for churches EPS 88.10.17 
LOS ANGELES - About 200 places of worship here have been cited for violations 
of the city's earthquake-proofing law, in effect since 1981. The high costs 
of the required structural changes - 250,000 to 300,000 US dollars in some 
cases — are difficult for some congregations to meet. They are not allowed to 
apply for low-cost government loans for such work because of US regulations 
about separation of church and state. [EPS] 


Vatican okays special Zaire liturgy EPS 88.10.18 
KINSHASA — The Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship has approved a special 
form for the eucharist proposed by Zaire's Roman Catholic bishops. The rite 
has been debated for some years in terms of the extent to which standard Roman 
Catholic liturgical forms may be culturally adapted. [EPS] 


Dombes colleagues raise questions about Thurian ordination EPS 88.10.19 
LYON — Roman Catholic members of the Groupe des Dombes - a pioneering French 
ecumenical theological dialogue group - have expressed concerns about the 
ordination of the erstwhile Reformed theologian Max Thurian [EPS 88.05.100] as 
a Roman Catholic priest, announced nearly a year after the fact. Thurian has 
long been associated with the group. Though endorsing the principle that he 
had to follow his conscience in this matter, the Roman Catholic members asked 
assurances that his shift of church allegiance -— the manner in which it was 
made and the way in which it was made public - was accomplished with due 
attention to possible ecumenical fallout. [EPS] 


Namibia: Lutherans rebut changes against deputy bishop EPS 88.10.20 
WINDHOEK — Namibian Lutherans called a special meeting last month to respond 
to charges against Deputy Bishop Zephaniah Kameeta. Government officials have 
blamed him for the ‘burning of schools, and the continued disruptive school 
strike'. The meeting was called by Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik for 
pastors, evangelists, church board members, and church school officials. It 
strongly backed continued ‘positive defiance' against the ‘disorderly 
government which controls, penetrates, poisons, and disrupts Namibia society 
so that people suffer and die.' The strike began in the northern part of the 
country to protest South African military bases located close to secondary 
schools. The Lutheran statement calls the school crisis a ‘result of the 
continuing illegal occupation of Namibia by South Africa'. Frederik has asked 
all Christians to pray twice daily, as church bells are rung at 11h00 and 
16h00: ‘God bless Namibia. Give us freedom now. Cast out oppression and 
establish justice. Let your reign come. Amen.' [EPS] 


USA Native presbytery out; Canadian Native conference in EPS 88.10.21 
LOUISVILLE/TORONTO -—- The Presbyterian Church USA is phasing out the Dakota 
Presbytery, a grouping of 22 Native American congregations. They are to 
become part of 15 PCUSA geographic presbyteries in six states. Ihe other 
PCUSA racial-ethnic presbytery is Korean Hanmi in southern California. Unless 
an extension is granted, it too is to be phased out before 1994. Meanwhile, 
the United Church of Canada has inaugurated an All Native Circle Conference, 
which groups UCC Native congregations. Other UCC congregations belong to one 
of 12 UCC geographic conferences. [EPS] 


Bible being read at dictation speed for North Koreans EPS 88.10.22 
SEOUL - The Christian Broadcasting System of South Korea has begun airing a 
daily programme in which the Bible is being read at dictation speed for 
listeners in North Korea, and Korean speakers in China. Peter,,;, Lee;yia 
representative of Diaspora International, which sponsors the programme, says 
it ‘believes in faith that there are some listeners.' Radios in North Korea 
are reportedly scarce, and most of those that do exist lack a tuning dial, 
being preset to the official channel. A CBS spokesperson said ‘hard evidence 
of a Christian audience in North Korea is not [available], but as long as 
there is even a remote possibility that some Christians are huddled over their 
sets, we are happy to give airtime to the venture.' [EPS] 


Consultation on world evangelization by 2000 set EPS 88.10.23 
SINGAPORE - The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization says '‘'more than 
400 plans exist among Christians to evangelize the world by the end of this 
century.’ Some of those involved in such plans are to meet here 5-8 January 
for a Global Consultation on World Evangelization by AD 2000 and Beyond. 
Besides LCWE, agencies involved include World Vision, Evangelical Churches of 
West Africa, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, Campus Crusade for 
Christ, Partners International, and the US Center for World Mission. 
According to the LCWE report, mission researchers say other such attempts to 
evangelize the whole world have failed ‘primarily because of disorganization, 
isolation, and competition among Christians themselves.' [EPS] 


New evangelical statement on relief, development EPS 88.10.24 
VILLARS (Switzerland) - The Villars Statement on Relief and Development is now 
being circulated by the Villars Committee on Relief and Development, a group 
of 40 evangelical Christians. The text is a result of a meeting here last 
year. Among other things, it challenges the ‘emphasis on redistribution of 
wealth as the answer to poverty and deprivation'. The committee says it is 
concerned that Christian relief-and-development agencies are in danger of 
becoming virtually indistinguishable from their secular counterparts. [EPS] 


World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship EPS 88.10.25 
GENEVA -— The World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship is scheduled 
for 13-19 November. Theme of the week is 'The Chosen Shall Be KNown by Their 
Choices'. A booklet on the week, plus a Bible reading plan for the year, 
beginning in November, is available from the World YWCA and the World Alliance 
of YMCAs, both at 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church hospital, agency reject US funds offer EPS 88.10.26 
MANAGUA - The financially-troubled Baptist hospital here turned down hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in US government assistance because of US aid for the 
contras, who are fighting against the Nicaraguan government. ‘How can we 
accept aspirins from one hand while the other hand is dispensing death to our 
people?' asked hospital director William Abdallah. He said the aid was 
rejected by the executive board of the Baptist Convention of Nicaragua (which 
owns the hospital and oversees its work) on 'moral, ethical, and Christian 
principles’. Gustavo Parajon, head of Cepad, an ecumenical relief—and- 
development agency here, said it also rejected an offer of US aid because it 
‘ran counter to the principles of long-term community development' by 
requiring that relatively large amounts of money be spent in just a few 
months. However, a Nicaraguan government announcement that a US-funded 
programme of medical aid to children who are war victims was being cut off 
pending the outcome of a vote in the US Congress on contra aid, was criticized 
by Catholic Relief Services, the largest private relief agency in the United 
States. CRS is one of five agencies chosen to distribute the aid. [EPS] 


Haiti: crowd backs priest EPS 88.10.27 
PORT-AU-PRINCE -— About 2000 chanting churchgoers marched through the capital 
(25 September) to demand that outspoken priest Jean-Bertrand Aristide be 
allowed to lead worship. He has not been seen in public since an attack on 
his parish church (11 September) left 12 people dead. Aristide has been 
strongly critical of military rule in the country. [EPS] 


USSR: bishop calls for environmental concern EPS 88.10.28 
TAMBOV -— Eugeniv, the Eastern Orthodox bishop based here, has criticized the 
domination of 'the principle of consumption' in treating the environment. 
Examples, he said, are views of scientists who favour massive diversions of 
the flow of Siberian rivers, or those of managers of enterprises near Lake 
Baikal, in Soviet Siberia, who resist efforts to stop pollution there. 
Eugeniv called the consumption principle in such matters ‘insidious and 
deceptive; it brings momentary benefit while destroying irreversibly the 
environment, and the organic unity of human beings and nature.' The bishop 
was addressing a meeting (here, 17-25 September) of the Working Committee on 
Church and Society of the World Council of Churches [EPS 88.10.31]. 


Anti-sect group working with some Opus Dei members EPS 88.10.29 
BARCELONA — CROAS, a centre here working to 'deprogramme' members of sects, 
has criticized aspects of the work of the Roman Catholic organization Opus 
Dei, which has received favourable attention from the pope. CROAS says the 
‘therapy’ it uses in connection with ‘other sects' has been necessary in the 
case of Opus Dei members as well. An Opus Dei spokesperson has rejected 
allegations that it operates like a sect. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.10.30 


Nita Barrow, the UN chief representative of Barbados, was defeated by Dante 
Caputo, the Argentine foreign minister, in the race for the presidency of this 
year's 43rd UN General Assembly. Dame Nita is one of the seven presidents of 
the World Council of Churches. 


Ilia II, patriarch of the Georgian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (USSR), visited 
the World Council of Churches and other organizations in the Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva 29 August. 


Freddy Klopfenstein has resigned as editor-in-chief of La Vie Protestante, a 
French-speaking Swiss weekly. He opposed changes sought by cantonal 
(regional) Swiss Reformed churches which give them more control over the paper. 


Roger Schutz, founder and prior of the ecumenical community of Taizé, has 
received a prize of 60 000 US dollars from the UN agency Unesco because of his 
work ‘in favour of peace, reconciliation, and confidence-building, especially 
among young people on all continents.’ 


Winston W.S. Chu, former chairman of the China Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and a long-time church communicator, died in Taipei in June. 


William Fore is to leave his post as head of the Communications Commission 
of the [US] National Council of Churches at the end of this year. He has 
headed the agency and its predecessor body for a quarter of a century. He is 
to join the faculty of Yale Divinity School in the area of communications. 


Werner Schramm is the new president of the FRG regional Evangelical [United] 
Church of the Palatinate. He succeeds the retired Heinrich Kron. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Declaration on Toxic Waste Disposal’ EPS 88.10.31 


This declaration was adopted by the Working Committee on Church and Society 
at its meeting (17-25 September) in Tambov, USSR. 


ve anita We support the efforts of the United Nations to establish 
international legislation dealing with all aspects of the production, 
movement, and storage of hazardous substances. 


2@ ... The export of industrial waste to developing countries is both 
ethically and politically unacceptable, since it attempts to solve the problem 
of the rich industrialised countries by creating new problems and dangers for 
countries which are economically poorer and less developed industrially. 


a Aware that there is a substantial difference between the cost incurred in 
waste treatment in industrialised nations and the price that is offered to 
developing countries for the disposal of wastes, which makes these operations 
so attractive for the companies involved, we call for effective local, 
national, and international legislation to prohibit this practice. 


4. We strongly encourage governments and other responsible bodies to fund 
research into methods of production which eliminate or minimise toxic waste, 
and where this is impossible, to ensure the safe handling, recycling, and 
storage of such substances. 


on We further call upon governments to consider the need for long-term 
responsibility and to develop social audit systems by industries and 
corporations that take into account social and environmental as well as 
economic costs. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘God's Word: Hope for All' EPS 88.10.32 


This is excerpted from the declaration by the council of the United Bible 
Societies at its meeting in Budapest, 14-21 September. Its previous meeting 
was in 1980 in Thailand. The council elected Eduard Lohse as UBS president, 
succeeding Oswald C.J. Hoffmann (USA). Lohse, professor of New Testament 


studies at the university in Gottingen (FRG), is the retired Lutheran bishop 
of Hannover. 


-.. We hereby accept responsibility, with God's help, to make accessible to 
[all young people] by the year 2000 specially prepared Scriptures, in printed 
or other form, and translated in a manner they will readily understand. ... We 
recognise that this part of our task can only be accomplished if it is carried 
out with the full involvement of young people. With this in mind we call on 
young Christians everywhere to join in this great enterprise. 


This call will not be heard unless we and our Bible Societies are ready to be 
challenged and renewed. We will actively encourage young people to be fully 
involved in our activities, in ways which they themselves find to be 
productive and worthwhile. ... We pledge ourselves to work together with them 
as full partners as we share in the task of reaching their generation with the 
Word of God. We agree that urgent consideration be given to the calling 
within the next two or three years of four regional conferences to which will 
be invited young men and women who will be the leaders of tomorrow. 


... By the year 2000 it is hoped that 450 million more people will have joined 
the church. Many of them will require Bibles and New Testaments in common 
language translations. We accept responsibility, in partnership with the 
churches and with other Scripture translating, publishing, and distributing 
organizations, to ensure that all the Scripture needs of these new Christians 
are fully met. 


We take up this challenge at a time of increasing openness and interest in the 
Scriptures in almost all parts of the world, and we commit ourselves to 
offering assistance to the churches in meeting their Scripture needs, 
especially in countries where new opportunities present themselves, such as in 
the People's Republic of China and the Soviet Union. In this connection we 
give thanks to God that it has been possible for us to meet here in Hungary, 
in a context where there is open access to and interest in the Bible among the 
people of this beautiful and welcoming country. ... 


We know that this work demands greater human and financial resources than are 
presently available to the Bible Societies. We realise that to meet all these 
needs will require not simply a reallocation of existing financial resources, 
but a very significant increase in real terms. ... 


We recognise that it is incumbent upon us to be faithful and efficient 
stewards of the funds entrusted to the Bible Societies, and we pledge 
ourselves to develop structures and procedures which will ensure responsible 
use of these resources. 


We regret that we have been slow in using to the full the gifts which women 
bring to the service of the Bible Societies, and we pledge ourselves, men and 
women, to a full partnership in the Bible cause. 


We thank God for the growing interest in and effective use of the Bible by the 
churches, and we commit ourselves again to our task of serving all Christian 
churches and confessions, and also of challenging them with the task of both 
using and sharing the Bible in their work of evangelism and Christian nurture. 


-.. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Church Statement as Japanese Emperor's Reign Ends' EPS 88.10.33 


This is excerpted from a statement (1 September) by the Central Committee of 
the National Christian Council in Japan. Last month, the health of Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito worsened, and the end of his 63-year reign was expected. 


-». One of the greatest mistakes of the past, committed by the churches in 
Japan, was generated by ignoring the abiding problems created and sustained by 
the emperor system. 


Therefore we are inalterably opposed to all attempts to nationalize the Shinto 
religion organized as it is under the emperor as its highest priest, and 
refuse to participate in any Shinto ceremonies created by the Japanese nation 
upon the occasion of the present emperor's death. 


We must be very wary of any activities directed by violence-prone dominant 
power groups which seek to strengthen any of the taboos created out of the 
emperor system in Japan, and we must express an unwillingness to cooperate 
with any activities which are related to such ceremonies. 


We appeal for the full enjoyment of a total freedom of assembly, association, 
thought, speech, press, and religion for all peoples. Attempted violations of 
such inviolable rights must be viewed critically whether such attempts are 
based on acts of violence or other more subtle forms of coercion. ... 


Unitary imperial sovereign power over the state was and is the hallmark warp 
and woof of Japan's modern history. The international relationships 
established during Japan's modern history, particularly Japan's military 
invasion of other Asian and Pacific nations, were nothing more than an 
attempted expansion of the emperor's control over the rest of the world. 


The occupation of Taiwan, the annexation of Korea, the invasion of China and 
other Asian and Pacific countries were all carried out within this framework. 
At the same time, through these national and international imperial 
conspiracies, systems of discrimination and oppression were established and 
the freedoms of speech, assembly, thought, press, and faith were violated and 
removed in lieu of the ‘sovereign rights' of the emperor. 


During these times churches in Japan did not take a polemic or prophetic role, 
but rather, by following the orders of the state, became accomplices to state 
power and evil national policies. By not accepting the few Christians in our 
midst who stood up against these misguided national policies out of their 
alternate understanding of the mission of the church, most Japanese churches 
left to destruction those who were struggling to guard peace and human 
rights. We must remember this fact with repentance as we confess our sins 
against God and our neighbours. ... 


The sovereignty of the emperor is not part of traditional Japanese culture, 
but rather its purpose and role is the maintenance of social and political 
control over the people of Japan in a vertically arranged social system and 
through the daily practice of discrimination and oppression which renders 
people compliant to state rule. ... 


The basis of this present brand of structural international discrimination and 
oppression is the emperor system which remains taboo in Japan and therefore 
free from any criticism within Japanese society. This means that any 
criticisms of Japanese national policies in this regard become targets of 
violence and repression. However, led by the Gospel, we must confront boldly 
the taboo which hides the emperor system from criticism and overcome it. 
.--LEPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/40) 


In EPS 88.10.01, make the last sentence of the fourth paragraph read: ‘The 
runner-up was Marshall Hunt, rector of a parish in the diocese.' Also, the 
inserted word at the end of the fifth line (to indicate which part of the 
State the diocese includes) should be [Eastern]. 


The International Network for Religion and Animals [EPS 88.10.44] can be 
reached at Box 1335, North Wales PA 19454-0335 USA. 


Information about tthe new Indian School of Ecumenical Theology [EPS 
88.06.77] is available from its coordinator, Paul Jesuraja SJ, Bag 11, 
Whitefield, Bangalore 560 066 India. 


The following items are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


the September issue of Refugees newsletter, which features information on 
the war, displaced people, and refugees in Sudan. It also has an article 
on ‘a new crisis in the making’ in terms of the situation of Indochinese 
refugees and asylum seekers. 


the September issue of the Middle East Desk Newsletter, including 
observations about the region in general, country trends, church news, WCC 
news, and news of the Middle East Council of Churches. 


dossier #3 (September) in the Emergencies in Southern Africa series 
a situation report (#1, 28 September) on floods in India 
a situation report (#1, 28 September) on floods in Asia 


a review (28 September) of emergency situations in 11 countries or regions 
(Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, Rwanda, Burundi, Sudan, 
India, Bangladesh, Caribbean & Central America) 


New from WCC Publications: 


Christians as Peace Makers: Peace Movements in Europe and the USA, by 
Marc Reuver (9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, 3.75 UK pounds). 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at P.O. Box 26, London 
WC1X OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; telex: 8950511 oneone g. 


In EPS 88.10.07, change the number in the last sentence of the sixth 
paragraph to nineteen, and add the following organization and amount to the 
list of US groups receiving grants: Robeson Three Defence Fund and Task Force 
(10 000). A list of the 59 WCC anti-racism grants approved this year, with 
brief descriptions of the organizations and the purposes for which they are 
receiving the grants, is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 4 October; the next is planned for 11 October. On 
request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask (and 
pay)” for’ full” texts. Annual EPS subscription rates are: 69.50 Swiss 
francs, 275 French francs, 26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US 
dollars, 55 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 
FRG marks, 275 Swedish kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


RWANDAN REFUGEES SEEK Ecumenical Press 
RETURN AFTER 30 YEARS Service 88.10.34 


WASHINGTON - At a conference here on their status, Rwandan refugees in 14 
countries urged the Rwandan government to join with refugee representatives to 
seek a ‘peaceful and lasting solution' for their situation of exile. They 
also called on ‘all peace-loving countries, international organizations, and 
religious institutions to assist in this process.' 


In Geneva, Elizabeth Ferris, study and interpretation secretary at the Refugee 
Service of the World Council of Churches, said the subject of the future of 
the Rwandan refugees ‘merits widespread international attention'. 


The conference rejected what it described as the use of passports, identity 
cards, and travel documents by the Rwanda government as a ‘tactic to divide 
Rwandans'. The meeting was jointly convened by the Banyarwanda Association in 
Diaspora (USA) and the US Committee for Refugees. 


Refugees from Rwanda include three distinct groups - those expelled by the 
Belginas in 1949 for advocating independence and an end to colonialism; those 
singled out for attacks because of their ethnicity, especially in the 1961-66 
period; and those persecuted as ‘intellectuals' in 1973. Estimates of the 
number of Rwandese living outside the country range up to one million. [EPS] 


INCREASE IN ANTI-—RACISM Ecumenical Press 
APPLICATIONS FROM BRAZIL Service 88.10.35 


GENEVA — Commenting on the newly announced anti-racism grants from the World 
Council of Churches [EPS 88.10.07], Barney Pityana, director of the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism, noted a ‘large increase' in applications from 
black political and cultural groups, church bodies, and universities in Brazil. 


That country has been marking the 100th anniversary of the abolition of 
Slavery there. He referred to a ‘resurgence of black consciousness and a 
cultural assertiveness among the black people' in Brazil. 


There were also notable increases in applications from Japan and India. 


Pityana reported that of the 103 applications for grants, 59 received funds 
(19 for the first time), 25 were rejected 'mainly because they did not fall 
into the guidelines ... or failed to receive support from the church in their 
area', and 19 were referred for possible funding from other WCC sources. 


The bulk of money for the grants comes from ‘generous donations of our big 
donors in the Scandinavian states, Federal Germany, and the Netherlands’, 
Pityana reported. 


He also noted ‘efforts of small groups in ... Europe and the United States who 
engage in fund-raising campaigns', and ‘offerings in church synods' which have 
also benefited the special fund for such grants. ‘In such small ways', he 
observed, ‘contributions from the United States have multiplied.’ 


He spoke of encouraging signs for PCR contributions also in the United Kingdom. 


Over all, he said, the PCR relationship with WCC members has ‘improved 
remarkably. We are moving away from the confrontations of the 70s and we are 
entering into dialogue about responsible Christian witness and action.' He 
said he plans meetings with critics of PCR 'who seek a renewed understanding 
of our common diaconate in action to uphold the justice of God.' [EPS] 


OFFICERS REAFFIRM NCC LEADER; Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CUTS BACK Service 88.10.36 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) -— Officers of the [US] National Council of Churches 
reaffirmed their support for NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer. 


President Patricia McClurg reported at an executive committee meeting (here, 
16 September) that a process to review Brouwer's performance will not be . 
completed until next month. But in a statement to the committee on behalf of 
all the officers, who met with Brouwer the previous day, Vice President Reuben 
Sheares revealed that the wind was blowing much in Brouwer's favour. 


The review process began earlier in the year when the unit committee of Church 
World Service (CWS - the NCC relief, development, and refugee arm) voted no 
confidence in his leadership. More fuel was added to the fire by an angry 
resignation letter of William Wipfler, NCC human-rights officer. 


Sheares said critics should explain ‘more precisely' what they find 
objectionable. ‘We're still confused', he _ said. 'To us, the general 
secretary has honoured the policies ... voted by the [NCC] Governing Board.’ 


Behind the questioning of Brouwer is an ongoing controversy over ‘integrating’ 
CWS more closely into the NCC and making it pay more of the ‘common services’ 
costs (offices of finance, personnel, information, etc.). Beneath the CWS 
conflict lies a deepening financial crisis for the NCC as a whole, with 
indications it must continue staff reductions next year and reduce allocations 
for work it assists in other countries. 


At its unit committee meeting (here, 21-22 September) CWS voted reductions in 
almost all its program areas, and elimination of some. Members faced a 
projected deficit of 670 000 US dollars in the 1988 basic program budget of 
6.4 million, and a cut to 5.1 million in the 1989 budget. (The budget does not 
include money raised for designated causes such as hunger and disaster relief.) 


As committee members contemplated their options, they repeatedly voiced a deep 
anger at the NCC integration policy. It has caused a rapid increase - to 1.5 
million US dollars for 1988 - in charges for common services, and in other 
ways limited CWS freedom of movement. 


NCC Treasurer Joyce D. Sohl, reporting for NCC officers on the Brouwer 
performance review, encountered sharp questioning from the committee about the 
seriousness of that process. 


Robert Marshall, former head of the Lutheran Church in America, set off a 
burst of applause when he suggested the committee might deliberately violate 
NCC requirements and provoke NCC leaders to ‘throw us out’. He said the NCC 
‘is not equipped to run CWS. ... World hunger is what people in the churches 
Say they want to support more than anything else. There is no reason for us 
to be in trouble. Other agencies in our business are growing.' 


Lloyd Van Vactor of the United Church of Christ Board for World Ministries 
said his agency is among those waiting to see how things develop. Meanwhile, 
it is sending overseas grants directly wherever possible, rather than through 
CWS, to save on the percentage assessment for common services. 


He also said his board puts some funds in a special World Council of Churches 
account from which CWS staff may request allocations to projects they wish to 
support. He said some other CWS denominations had also begun using that 
account, though no others have made their decision public. [EPS] 


EUROPE: BISHOPS, JOURNALISTS Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSS MINORITY ROLE OF MEDIA Service 88.10.37 


VIENNA - The role of media in the mission of the church, particularly in 
Christian minority situations in Europe, was discussed (19-22 September) at a 
consultation here - the second of its kind - organized by KALME, a 
communication network of European Lutheran minority churches. About 40 
‘bishops and more than 20 journalists attended, mostly from Eastern Europe. 


Rolf Koppe, a superintendent (assistant bishop) in Federal Germany, and 
formerly a media spokesperson for the Evangelical Church in Germany, said the 
request for 'more gospel in the media' reflects a general search for change in 
the spiritual and media landscape, especially in secularized, industrialized 
countries. As an example of that, he cited new, 'pseudo-religious' movements 
in Europe which get notable media attention. 


According to Koppe, the crucial question in terms of church visibility in the 
media is whether it has enough people who can interpret issues and values in a 
way which makes sense to those who do not understand or care about church 
institutions. He said church leaders are too often so caught up in internal, 
institutional matters that they only seldom have a chance to lead dialogue in 
the wider society. 


He said journalists have a better - though also limited - opportunity for such 
dialogue. He urged university theologians, church leaders, and journalists to 
work together to facilitate that journalistic function. 


Fritz Westphal, a French pastor and journalist, said media should not separate 
church and society. Rather, he said, faith needs to be linked to everyday 
life, so that Christian identity in both church and society is strengthened. 


Besides sharing general reservations about media, church leaders offered some 
criticism of church media for one-sided coverage, or for uncritically adopting 
secular journalistic models. 


In other action here, the KALME board decided to have a training seminar for 
female journalists. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL INTERNS MEET Ecumenical Press 
TO CONSIDER THEIR WORK Service 88.10.38 
MALAGA (Spain) - All 18 of the current interns of the 27-year-old, 


Geneva-based Frontier Internship in Mission programme met here for two weeks 
(12-25 September) to review and plan their internship work. 


They dealt with such issues as migration, trade-union organising, economic 
development for empowerment of base communities, the ‘religious new right', 
and interfaith approaches to political justice. 


Among the 18 were three from Africa, six each from the Asia/Pacific region and 
Latin America, and one each from North America, Europe, and the Middle East. 
Fourteen of the internships involve people from the South serving in the 
South; in five cases, people from the South are serving in the North. 


All together, the interns come from 14 countries and are serving in fifteen. 
Nearly half have Roman Catholic backgrounds. Among groups involved in FIM 
internships are community-based movements, trade unions, ecumenical 
coalitions, Christian student movments, and research and documentation 
centres. The meeting here was conducted in several languages. [EPS] 


GDR CHURCH SYNOD TAKES UP Ecumenical Press 
SEVERAL ISSUES IN SOCIETY Service 88.10.39 


DESSAU — Meeting here (16-20 September) with the theme ‘Living As a Community', 
the synod of the Federation of Evangelical [eight regional Lutheran or United] 
Churches in the GDR (East Germany) considered such issues as GDR policies and 
practices related to education, military service, the environment, solidarity 
work in Nicaragua, deprivation of citizenship, and church communication. 


Participants backed a nuclear-free zone in central Europe, reductions in both 
nuclear and conventional arms, confidence-building measures between different 
political blocs, and military doctrines and structures which are strictly 
defensive. It also reviewed GDR aspects of the current international, 
ecumenical emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). 


Given widely differing situations in GDR congregations - some losing members 
rapidly, others experiencing renewal and revitalization - the meeting did not 
make general recommendations on future congregational structures. Participants 
also expressed different theological views on the political responsibility of 
the church, though they unanimously endorsed continuing intensive dialogue 
between church and state represntatives. 


Coverage of the synod in at least three church publications, as well as by two 
West German tv chains was restricted by the GDR authorities. [EPS] 


900th anniversary of Patmos monastery EPS 88.10.40 
PATMOS - The 900th anniversary of St John's monastery here was celebrated last 
month. The monastery is said to mark the spot where John dictated Revelation, 
the last book of the Bible. Present for the celebrations were several Eastern 
Orthodox patriarchs and other leaders, and ecumenical guests. A conference on 
religion and ecology took place in connection with anniversary. [EPS] 


Namibia: bishop denied passport for 10th time in four years EPS 88.10.41 
WINDHOEK - Lutheran Deputy Bishop Zephania Kameeta has been denied a passport 
by South African authorities for the 10th time in four years. Kameeta was 
invited by the UN to attend a meeting in Canada. He was also due to travel to 
Europe for church meetings. No reason for the denial was given. Lutheran 
Bishop Hendrik Frederik called it a ‘gross violation' of the 'fundamental 
rights' of Kameeta, and 'persecution' of the church. [EPS] 


US$ 5.6 million ecumenical appeal for Bangladesh EPS 88.10.42 
GENEVA - In the wake of the floods in Bangladesh, the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches is appealing for 5.6 
million US dollars for relief work. [EPS] 


World Council of Churches holds ‘open house' EPS 88.10.43 
GENEVA - To celebrate here in its headquarters city the 40th anniversary of 
its founding assembly, the World Council of Churches held a Saturday ‘open 
house' (2 October) for area residents. The day included films/videos, 
displays, and presentations about WCC activities and concerns, questions and 
answers with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, and worship. The day before, 
the staff marked the anniversary with Black Forest birthday cake, a reflection 
by Castro, and a panel discussion by several ecumenical veterans. [EPS] 


Ecumenical delegation in Chile for vote on Pinochet EPS 88.10.44 
SANTIAGO - Representatives of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, and the 
Latin American, World, [US] National, and Canadian Councils of Churches were 
in Chile for a few days before, and just after, the vote (5 October) on 
whether Augusto Pinochet was to continue as president until the latter 1990s. 
The ecumenical team planned to issue a statement following the vote. [EPS] 


World Week of Prayer for Animals, 2-9 October EPS 88.10.45 
NEW YORK - The International Network for Religion and Animals sponsored a 
World Week of Prayer for Animals, 2-9 October. The week includes the day on 
the church calendar (4 October) on which Francis of Assisi, the 13th-century 
Italian renewer of the church is commemorated. [EPS] 


USA: arms control director links pact with Mary EPS 88.10.46 
WASHINGTON - William Burns, head of the US Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, called it ‘no coincidence' that the 1987 US-—Soviet agreement on 
intermediate nuclear forces was signed 8 December, the Roman Catholic Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. At several points 
during an address here (21 September) to about 200 military chaplains, 
soldiers, and others, Burns, a Roman Catholic, departed from his prepared text 
to suggest that US Roman Catholic bishops are neglecting their spiritual 
responsibilities. He lamented that masses no longer include prayers for the 
conversion of Russia. Citing 13th century theologian Thomas Aquinas, he said 
the bishops 'seem to forget' that decisions about military defence belong 'to 
the rulers'. He also suggested ‘less time on our feet debating policy, and 
more time on our knees praying to Christ, through Mary, for peace.’ Burns 
spoke at a conference organized by the US Roman Catholic Archdiocese for the 
Military Services. The US Roman Catholic bishops have voted their ‘strictly 
conditioned' acceptance of nuclear deterrence. [EPS] 


Eighth world Huguenot meeting held EPS 88.10.47 
NIMES (France) - The eighth world meeting of descendents of the Hugenots 
(French Reformed of the 16th and 17th centuries) was held here last month (2-9 
September). About 130 participants came from the two Germanys, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, United States, Belgium, United Kingdom, 
and France. [EPS] 


GDR: liturgy closing European ecumenical meeting televised EPS 88.10.48 
ERFURT - The closing liturgy of the Fourth European Ecumenical Encounter 
(here, 28 September-2 October) was broadcast by GDR (East German) television, 
and offered to other countries on the Eurovision’ system. Religious 
programming on GDR radio and tv is relatively rare. The meeting was 
co-sponsored by the Conference of European Churches and the Council of 
European Conferences of [Roman Catholic] Bishops. [EPS] 


Brazil: Vatican suggests outspoken bishop keep quiet EPS 88.10.49 
SAO FELIX - Brazilian and US newspapers have reported that Pedro Casaldaliga 
Pla, the Roman Catholic bishop here, has been silenced by the Vatican for 
failing to make required visits to the Vatican every five years, because of a 
1985 trip to Nicaragua to express support for the priest who is that country's 
foreign minister, and because of his favourable writings about liberation 
theology. According to one report, the bishop was also criticized by Vatican 
officials for popular liturgies he wrote for Indians and blacks in Brazil, and 
for describing slain El Salvador Archbishop Oscar Romero as a martyr. The 
bishop says he did not make the visits because he thought the then government, 
which had suggested it might expel him, would not let him return. The bishop 
finally visited Rome last June. During a 15-minute meeting, the pope 
reportedly expressed support for the work of the bishop with the poor. 
Casaldaliga reportedly refused to sign a statement of errors and promising not 
to visit Nicaragua again. Newspapers reported that he was told last month not 
to make public declarations, travel outside his diocese, or publish articles 
or books. However, in a radio interview, the bishop said that while a letter 
he received 'proposed that I maintain a period of public silence', it 'did not 
bear a responsible signature’. The bishop called it ‘a little strange'. He 
said he wants to know 'who is responsible for it, and in what measure.’ A 
Vatican spokesperson said the bishop was ‘reminded of some of his duties,' but 
not made the object of any Vatican sanctions. [EPS] 


More protests on Romanian plans for villages EPS 88.10.50 
GENEVA -— Various church protests of Romanian government plans to destroy 
thousands of villages [EPS 88.06.110; 7.16; 8.61; 9.56] have been reported in 
recent weeks. The assembly of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, 
Methodist] Churches of Switzerland (FEPS) urged the Romanian government to 
give up the plans, on grounds they would adversely effect the rights of ethnic 
minorities. The Global Mission Unit of the Presbyterian Church USA voted to 
send a message of concern about the situation to the Reformed Church of 
Romania, and to help ethnic Hungarian refugees from Romania in Hungary. And 
Hungarian Press of Transylvania reported that 15 pastors in the Arad Deanery 
of the Reformed Church of Romania supported a proposal for an ecumenical 
dialogue with state officials on the proposals. Four pastors abstained and 
seven were absent. One pastor reportedly proposed that each Reformed 
congregation pray by name for villages scheduled for destruction. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: government warns church group on vaccinations EPS 88.10.51 
HARARE — Local government officials in eastern Zimbabwe have threatened to act 
against a religious group which is not letting children in it be vaccinated. 
The Zimbabwe Inter-African News Agency reports that a district administrator 
says ‘all ... religious gatherings here will be banned' of the Apostolic Faith 
Church if the children are not immunized. Health officials say nearly 50 
Apostolic Faith children in the Honde Valley, near the border with Mozambique, 
have died from measles because they were not vaccinated. Zimbabwe health 
rules say all children under five must be vaccinated against measles, TB, 
polio, tetanus, whooping cough, and diphtheria. [EPS] 


New Zealand: Presbyterians divided about adding ‘Aotearoa' EPS 88.10.52 
WELLINGTON - Crosslink, the monthly of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches 
of New Zealand, reports (October) that Presbyterians are divided about a 
proposal to rename the denomination the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand (thus inserting the Maori name for the country). Some opposed the 
addition on grounds of cost, others that it would make the name cumbersome. 
Three years ago, the Presbyterian Assembly encouraged church leaders to use 
the name Aotearoa on formal occasions and in public worship. A report on the 
proposal is to come to the 1990 Assembly. Methodists have increasingly used 
Aotearoa in their denominational name, though it has not been formally 
changed. [EPS] 


Canada: Native Anglicans meet EPS 88.10.53 
FORT QU'APPELLE (Saskatchewan) - About 200 Native members of the Anglican 
Church of Canada met here at the end of last month. Laverne Jacobs, ACC 
coordinator of Native ministries, called the meeting a 'sign that the 
mainstream of the church is finally ready to begin listening' to its Native 
members. ‘Our Christian faith and our church are very important to us', he 
said, ‘but so are our various Native heritages.' [EPS] 


USSR: independent symposium scheduled EPS 88.10.54 
MOSCOW - The Seminar of the Independent Christian Community, based here, 
planned a three-day symposium on the current situation of Soviet Christianity 
(30 September-2 October). Organizers said visitors from abroad were welcome 
to participate and present papers on such subjects as the development of 
contemporary church consciousness, the episcopate and the apostolate of the 
laity, the Christian community in the modern world, ‘problems of legislation' 
for ‘the catacomb church', perspectives on proposed new Soviet legislation on 
religion, ‘freedom of conscience and the law' (including such subjects as 
prisoners of conscience, emigration for religious reasons, and attitudes to 
military service), religious samizdat (unofficial publications), and 
ecumenical contacts (in such areas as education, charitable work, raising 
children, and free distribution of Bibles). [EPS] 


USSR: Baptists and atheists meet EPS 88.10.55 

LENINGRAD - The Information Bulletin of the All Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists reports that local Baptists and atheists met three times 
here for debates, presentations, and question-and-answer sessions. The 
meetings were arranged by the atheist club at the Herzen Pedagogical Institute 
here. The bulletin said the sessions became friendlier and more good-natured 


as they went on. A local radio programme, 'For Believers and Unbelievers’, 
covered the meetings. [EPS] 


South Korea: ecumenical evangelism effort at Olympic Games EPS 88.10.56 
SEOUL - Asia Lutheran Press Services reports (21 September) that more than 60 
denominations and church organizations, including Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Baptists, planned to take part in ecumenical evangelism efforts in 
connection with the Olympic Games here this month and last. There were also 
an ecumenical chaplaincy programme for the athletes, and distribution of about 
an estimated 100 000 Bibles, 50 000 New Testaments with Psalms, and two 
million Bible portions. [EPS] 


Korean World Mission established EPS 88.10.57 
WHEATON (Illinois/USA) - In the wake of Korean World Mission '88, a week-long 
meeting which attracted about 1400 people from North America, South Korea, and 
other places, a three-person steering committee has been formed. Among other 
things, it is to encourage a mission strategy and information centre for the 
Korean church, missionary education and_ training, and lay mission 
involvement. According to KWM estimates, about 250,000 Koreans in North 
America belong to 2000 Korean congregations on the continent. According to a 
report from the World Evangelical Fellowship, Korean church leaders from South 
Korea and North America 'now walk with equal status, ready to work together in 
the common task of world evangelization.' [EPS] 


West German church message to world financial meeting EPS 88.10.58 
BERLIN/WEST - In a joint message to participants in the meeting here of the 
World Bank and International Monetary Fund, Evangelical [United] Bishop Martin 
Kruse, president of the council of the Evangelical Church in [West] Germany, 
and Roman Catholic Bishop Karl Lehmann, president of the West German 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops, said World Bank and IMF efforts to 
address issues such as Third World debt are ‘insufficient’ - carried out at 
too high a social cost and at too slow a pace. The two church leaders 
expressed fear that the debt situation 'may lead to a consolidation of poverty 
in the Third World.' They called a just solution an ‘ethical imperative' 
which also ‘responds to political and economic reason.' [EPS] 


Brazil/USA: Presbyterians moving towards resumed relations EPS 88.10.59 
LAVRAS MINAS GERAIS/LOUISVILLE - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil (IPB) has unanimously authorized IPB representatives to begin 
talks with representatives of the Presbyterian Church USA about working 
together again. The IPB severed relationships with one of the predecessor 
bodies of the PCUSA in 1973. It severed relations with the other PCUSA 
predecessor when it merged with the first body to form the PCUSA in 1983. The 
assembly also gave permission for IPB institutions to enter into contact with 
PCUSA missionaries whom they wish to invite to work with them. [EPS] 


France: Lutheran-Reformed council meets EPS 88.10.60 
PARIS -— The Permanent Council of the four French Reformed and Lutheran 
denominations met here (10 September). Among items on its agenda was the New 
Age movement and its challenge to the church, and the work of the Conference 
of European Churches. The council approved transfer of its ecumenical- 
relation functions to the Protestant Federation of France, and adopted a text 
outlining a common French Lutheran-Reformed catechetical platform. [EPS] 


Latin America: military said combating liberation theology EPS 88.10.61 
SAO PAULO —- According to the Folha De Sao Paulo newspaper (18 September), the 
17th Conference of the American Armies, held last November in Buenos Aires, 
agreed that liberation theology must be ‘intensively combated.' A secret 
conference resolution on the subject has only recently become known to the 
church leaders, the paper said. According to the report, participants saw 
liberation theology as ‘one of the new forms of Marxist penetration into the 
continent’. 


World Baptist meeting on peace EPS 88.10.62 
SJOVIK (Sweden) - About 170 Baptists from 26 countries met here for a 
conference on peace. The meeting was jointly sponsored by the European 
Baptist Federation and the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America. Though 
participants noted the ‘absence of a consistent Baptist engagement in peace 
questions in the course of history', they nevertheless ‘explored the rich 
heritage left by work for peace and human rights in Baptist history.' [EPS] 


Pope issues document on role of women EPS 88.10.63 
ROME — A new papal teaching document, 'Mulieris Dignitate' ('On the Dignity of 
Women'), condemns discrimination against women, but also warns them not to 
take on ‘masculine characteristics, to the detriment of their own proper 
femininity’. It speaks of motherhood and virginity as particularly important 
female roles. The document also includes a reiteration of Vatican opposition 
to the ordination of women as priests and bishops. Among other points the 
pope makes is that Christ freely chose only men as his apostles, and did not 
do so because of the cultural norms of his time. [EPS] 


Adventists hold annual meeting EPS 88.10.64 
NAIROBI -— The Annual Council of the Seventh-day Adventist Church attracted 
about 250 delegates from around the world (here, 4-11 October). It was the 
first meeting of the council in Africa, where an estimated 1.2 million of the 
5.4 million Adventists worldwide live. [EPS] 


Theological consultation on racism for youth and students EPS 88.10.65 
HARARE - A theological consultation on racism was jointly sponsored here (2-7 
September) by the World Council of Churches and World Student Christian 
Federation. Among other goals of the meeting was to ‘help participants build 
concrete strategies to combat racist attitudes and prejudices in their own 
local and national contexts', and to ‘empower participants with biblical and 
theological resources so that the young Christian people can be strengthened 
in their commitment to combat racism in their own situation.' [EPS] 


Middle East: Orthodox church reps to meet EPS 88.10.66 
CAIRO — Late next month, representatives of Oriental and Eastern Orthodox 
churches in the Middle East are to meet in Egypt to discuss theological 
concerns related to church cooperation, dialogue, and unity. Another Eastern 
church, the Assyrian Church of the East, is reportedly preparing a theological 
plan to help define its future ecumenical relations in the region and 
elsewhere. The Church of the East diverged from the other two families in the 
wake of the Council of Ephesus in 431. Oriental and Eastern Orthodoxy 
diverged in the wake of the Council of Chalcedon in 451. [EPS] 


USA: Orthodox bishop says he intended no antisemitism EPS 88.10.67 
PITTSBURGH — Maximos, the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox bishop here, says negative 
comments he made about the film 'The Last Temptation of Christ' were ‘in no 
way ... intended or meant' to be antisemitic. In a pastoral letter, he spoke 
of 'blasphemous producers' of the film who are ‘with those who first crucified 
Christ' and '‘'try to do it a second time.' Some executives of Universal 
Studios and its parent company are Jewish. Maximos said after complaints 
about his comments that he is ‘sorry for the anxiety that my statement has 
caused my Jewish brothers, and reassure them of my high esteem and ... love.' 
[EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.10.68 


Kurt Loffler is the new secretary of state for church affairs in the GDR 
(East Germany), succeeding Klaus Gysi. Loffler has held major state posts 
related to the 500th anniversary of the birth of church reformer Martin 
Luther, the 750th anniversary of the founding of Berlin, and the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of theologian and revolutionary Thomas Mintzer. 


Iwo new African United Methodist bishops have been elected -— Joao Somane 
Machado (Mozambique) and Moises Fernandez (East Angola). Abel Muzorewa 
(Zimbabwe) is the new president of the Central African UM bishops. 


Joe Bell is the new presiding bishop of the Church of England in South 
Africa, an Anglican offshoot. He succeeds Dudley Foord, who resigned last 
year. Albert Haley, a retired Australian Anglican priest, is the first 
bishop of the Anglican Catholic Church in Australia, another Anglican offshoot. 


The new leaders of the two parts of the joint Reformed (Waldensian) and 
Methodist community in Italy are Franco Giampicolli, moderator of the Tavola 
Valdese, and Claudio Martelli, president of the Methodist Committee. 


Graeme Irvine, a former executive director of World Vision Australia, now 
working in Geneva, has been named acting president of US-based World Vision 
International for 1989-90. 


Ambrosius is the new bishop of Joensuu in the Diocese of Karelia of the 
Orthodox Church of Finland. A member of the WCC Faith and Order Commission, 
he has been economos (administrator) of the New Valamo Monastery, and active 
in Finnish cultural and social life. 


Heyward Wong is the new interim general secretary of the Hong Kong Christian 
Council. Most recently a music consultant for the Church of Christ in China 
[in Hong Kong], Wong was publisher of the Chinese Christian Literature Council 
(1975-1983). He has been on the HKCC Executive Committee for 20 years. 


Brigalia Bam is the new deputy general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches. A former staff member of the World Council of Churches, 
since 1982 she had been doing international, trade-union work in Geneva. 


Soehadiweko Djojodihardjo, leader of the Evangelical [Mennonite] Church of 
Java (GITJ) for four decades died of a heart attack in mid-September. He was 
a pastor, evangelist, administrator, and educator, and also conducted a 
well-known healing ministry. 


Donald Whimbey Anderson, former general secretary of the Canadian Council of 
Churches, is the new associate secretary for ecumenical affairs at the London- 
based Anglican Consultative Council. He succeeds George Braund, who becomes 
a team vicar in the Diocese of Oxford of the [Anglican] Church of England. 


Oria Gemo, an ordained minister of the United Church of Papua New Guinea and 
the Solomon Islands, is the new Pacific regional coordinator of the World 
Association for Christian Communication (WACC-PAC). He succeeds Roman 
Catholic priest Kevin Walcot SVD. 


Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, the priest who was formerly secretary general of the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops in southern Africa, has succeeded Frank 
Chikane (now general secretary of the South African Council of Churches) as 
director of the Institute for Contextual Theology, in Johannesburg. Mkhatshwa 
was detained without trial from June 1986 to June 1987 [EPS 87.08.45]. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Pre-Election Statement by SA Church Leaders’ EPS 88.10.69 


This statement by 26 South African church leaders urges people not to vote in 
the elections 26 October for city and town councils, and town and local 
authority committees. Signers include five officers and three staff members 
of the South African Council of Churches, and leaders of 16 denominations 
(Anglican, Methodist, Reformed, Moravian, Independent, Baptist, Quaker, and 
Roman Catholic). Among the latter are Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Methodist General Secretary S.M. Mogoba and President K. Mgojo, Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church (NGSK) Moderator Allan Boesak, Dutch Reformed Church in Africa 
(NGKA) Moderator S. Buti, and Roman Catholic Bishop of Pretoria G.F. Daniel. 


... The councils elected on that day will provide the basis for an electoral 
college to choose nine persons to sit on the new national council which we 
reject as being undemocratic and unable to produce just or representative 
constitutional proposals. 


These elections cannot be free and fair as they take place under the stringent 
restrictions of the State of Emergency. Many of the leaders of the people are 
prevented from deciding whether or not to stand for election because they are 
in detention and the people's organizations are banned. 


The issues cannot be properly debated because the emergency restrictions 
prevent any person from urging boycott of the elections or propagating non- 
participation. 


This statement of ours cannot be published in South Africa or sent from South 
Africa by correspondents under the emergency regulations. We are committing 
an offence in terms of the emergency regulations by issuing this statement. 


Nevertheless, we are committed to standing for the truth in the light of the 
Gospel. We believe that Christians cannot accept structures of racial 
discrimination which violate human rights. 


The structures of the constitutional system in South Africa are based on 
racial and ethnic identity. These structures constitute the apartheid system 
which we have declared to be evil and sinful and its theological justification 
a heresy. 


Therefore, we cannot participate in the elections and we call on all 
Christians not to participate in the implementation of their own oppression or 
the oppression of others, either by voting on 26 October or by standing for 
election. 


We declare our intention to: 


—- Communicate this decision to our church courts and congregations so as to 
enable the fullest possible open debate so that people may arrive at an 
informed and responsible decision. 


— Ignore the emergency restrictions that require our church news network to 
register as news agencies and to use them and all the other means at our 
disposal, to make these decisions known. 


The truth cannot be bound by unjust laws. We have committed ourselves to 
non-violent direct action, and if necessary to civil disobedience, in order to 
bring about justice and peace and to work for the Kingdom of God. [EPS] 


[The Program to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has available a background paper on the elections.] 


ECUVIEW/Erich Weingartner: ‘Ecumenism in New Caledonia’ EPS 88.10.70 


Weingartner is a former staff member of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches. He has long followed 
the situation in the French Pacific territory of New Caledonia. 


--- I had the opportunity to meet Monsignor [Michel-Marie—Bernard] Calvet, the 
Roman Catholic [arch]bishop [of Nouméa]. He is a man who has shown an 
openness to ecumenical cooperation and dialogue, and who always seemed 
sensitive to the problems of the Kanak population [the descendents of the 
pre-colonial inhabitants]. 


For a number of years, however, he has been torn between the two communities 
which make up his church, i.e. the Kanak people and the rest. He sees his 
job as being the one who stands on neutral ground. Each time we meet, he 
underlines again how the church must not allow itself to be used by any 
political side. Alas, in a situation as polarized as that in New Caledonia, 
such a position simply means the quiet acquiescence on the status quo. 


It is the more vocal and committed stance of the Evangelical church which does 
not shy away from taking the side of the Kanak majority in its constituency. 
This means that relations with the Catholic church have become somewhat 
estranged. 


The Evangelical church has issued ... [several study papers on the 
situation]. Due to the information situation ... it is difficult to get a 
wide distribution of these texts, except to the pastors within the Evangelical 
church. 


The Justice and Peace Commission of the Roman Catholic church has also taken 
firm stands on the present situation. It is also the organization which has 
the widest ecumenical outlook, having as member also the president of the 
Evangelical church. 


It must also be said, however, that the conservative colonial mentality can be 
found at the level of the congregations in all the churches. There is still 
quite some resistance to the church becoming too vocal on issues which are 
seen to be of secular import only. 


This is compounded by the fact that the Evangelical church is trying to woo 
the Free church, a breakaway-part of the Evangelical church, back into the 
fold. Generally this church has taken very conservative views. 


A number of tribes and even families are divided between the Evangelical 
church and the Free church, a serious matter in a culture where a single tribe 
usually adheres to the same faith. 


In addition to making statements, therefore, the Evangelical church is trying 
to use ecumenical themes as a way to bring different theological perspectives 
into the life of the church. In this respect, the Kairos document from South 
Africa is of great help. ... 


The international ecumenical solidarity which the church has experienced is 
greatly appreciated and has become a lifeline to them. Relations with 
churches in the Pacific itself are greater than they used to be, but there is 
still the handicap of language, and the fact of Roman Catholic membership and 
influence in the Pacific Conference of Churches, which often makes it 
extremely delicate to deal honestly and openly with the situation of New 


Caledonia. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Gorder: ‘The Church in the Sahel' EPS 88.10.71 


Gorder, a US Lutheran pastor, is secretary of Joint Christian Ministry in 
West Africa, based in Jos, Nigeria. This is excerpted from his paper on 
"Responsible Witness in Africa's Sahel', part of the report of the All Africa 
Lutheran Churches Conference distributed by the Lutheran World Federation. 


The church recognizes the existing gap between Islam and Christianity. 
Despite these interreligious sensitivities, Christian missions began work in 
the Sahel at the beginning of this century. 


More recently, especially beginning with the severe Sahelian drought in 1968, 
increased world awareness of Sahelian needs has brought a rapid increase in 
the number of Christian organizations in this zone. The office of the Joint 
Christian Ministry in West Africa alone has contact with nearly seventy 
Christian organizations working in this context! 


Several statements can be made about churches ministering in the Sahel: 


- They reflect the full range of diverse theological doctrine and 
missiological method. 


—- They vary in their economic means for outreach. However, Significant 
increases in funds have been made available through ‘'hunger' and ‘relief' 
appeals from Western sources. 


— They differ significantly in the theological, educational and practical 
skills required of staff. 


—- They often regard their independent progress as more important than united 
witness. 


—- They uniformly seek to serve God and develop a form of valid ministry among 
groups of people whom they have determined as priority groups. 


- Frequently newly engaged groups fail to carefully meet with (and learn 
from) churches who have years of practical experience in the region. 


The mixture of outreach being done in the name of the Christian church in the 
predominantly Muslim Sahel leaves a blurred impression! In many situations, 
churches (missions) have no common aim, nor have they created a common forum 
for mutual exchange. Catholic, Conservative Evangelical and mainline 
Protestant groups disregard and often disrespect one another in what should be 
a common witness in one of the world's most sensitive ecological and 
theological settings. ... 


In the long-range view, Christian witness in the Sahel, whether it stresses 
service or proclamation, must be informed by a systematic understanding of the 
dynamics of Islam in the Sahelian social context. If we ignore this reality, 


we risk creating a destructive social climate - thus adding to many burdens 
already taxing the Sahel! A special contribution in the building of channels 
of trust and understanding within the diverse Christian community - and of 


equal importance between Christians and Muslims - is called for. ... 


Knowing something of the ecological and human condition of Africa's Sahel, we 
may sense some responsibility. There are two Sahelian challenges ... I 
present ... for consideration. 


One is the challenge of urban ministry in the Sahelian cities, and secondly, 
the challenge of Christian witness among Muslims in the Sahel. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/41) 


MECC News Report is a new publication from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


The official translations of the theme and sub-themes for the WCC Seventh 
Assembly in February 1991 in Canberra (Australia) are: 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT -— RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION: Giver of Life - Sustain your 
Greation!; Spirit of Truth - Set us''Free!; Spirit of Unity - Reconcile 
your People!; Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us: 


VIENS, ESPRIT SAINT, RENOUVELLE TOUTE LA CREATION: Esprit source de vie, 
garde ta création!; Esprit de vérité, libere-nous!; Esprit d'unité, 
réconcilie ton peuple!; Esprit Saint, transforme-nous et sanctifie—nous! 


KOMM, HEILIGER GEIST - ERNEUERE DIE GANZE SCHOEPFUNG: Spender des Lebens - 
erhalte deine Schépfung!; Geist der Wahrheit - mach uns frei!; Geist der 
Einheit - versohne dein Volk!; Heiliger Geist - verwandle und heilige uns! 


VEN ESPIRITU SANTO -— RENUEVA TODA LA CREACION: Dador de Vida -— Mantén tu 
Creacién; Espiritu de Verdad - Libéranos; Espiritu de Unidad - Reconcilia 
a tu pueblo; Espiritu Santo - Transformanos y Santificanos 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


an appeal (30 September) for 200 000 US dollars in the wake of a typhoon 
and floods in August in China 


a situation report (#3, 29 September) on the post-1987-flood rehabilitation 
program in Bangladesh 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at P.O. Box 26, London 
WC1X OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; telex: 8950511 oneone g. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 11 October; the next is planned for 21 October. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 


dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


CHILE: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
URGES ‘AUTHENTIC DIALOGUE' Service 88.10.72 


SANTIAGO — In the wake of the strong vote (5 October) against continuation of 
the military rule of Augusto Pinochet, the Christian Confraternity of Churches 
(CCI) has called for ‘authentic dialogue' between the government and armed 
forces on the one hand, and the alternative coalition which carried the day. 


Under the Chilean constitution, Pinochet may remain in office until early 
1990, but the CCI called for ‘arrangements to realize the constitutional 
changes that may be necessary' in light of the Pinochet defeat. 


It also urged that celebrations of the results be carried out in an atmosphere 
of moderation and respect, and in a creative and constructive manner. 


CCI groups 10 Lutheran, Pentecostal, Methodist, Reformed, and Brethren bodies. 


Lois Wilson, a president of the World Council of Churches and part of an 
international, seven-person ecumenical team invited to Chile by the CCI in 
connection with the vote, said the celebrations were 'like the end of a war'. 


She also observed that despite overwhelming advantages for the government, and 
a general ‘climate of fear', people voted in large numbers. She said 
‘churches were not insignificant in helping to organize that'. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
URGED FOR THE SOVIET UNION Service 88.10.73 
ODESSA - An ecumenical youth seminar here has supported creation of an 


ecumenical youth council in the Soviet Union to strengthen relationships among 
Christian youth there and with ecumenical youth efforts elsewhere. 


The seminar, with participants from seven Soviet denominations, came right 
after a visit to the Soviet Union (23-28 September) by an ecumenical youth 
delegation under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


The group — from Malaysia, Senegal, Guyana, Sweden, Brazil, Cyprus, and the 
USA — came at the invitation of the officials of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Theme of the seminar was 'The Church and Social Transformation - The Role of 
the Church in the Restructuring Process’. 


The proposed youth council would also ‘help us find solutions to the social 
tasks which the churches in the Soviet Union are facing in connection with the 
changes in the political and social life in this country.' 


The seminar expressed 'satisfaction that improvement of relationships between 
church and state in the USSR is of great benefit for the Christians of this 
country.' In connection with current changes there, the church is ‘facing new 
possibilities for serving their people and country.' 


In their statement, the visitors hoped for the establishment and strengthening 
of relations between Soviet youth and the ‘global ecumenical youth movement’. 
They said the Russian Orthodox Church seeks to ‘stand with the people in their 
struggle for peace and justice and for a transformed society.' 


Noting ‘the great potential and expectations ... in this restructuring and 
democratisation process for the life of the churches in the USSR', the 
visitors called for an evaluation of ‘foreign influence, so that it does not 
result in a loss of national identity.' [EPS] 


EUROPE: "YOUR KINGDOM COME' Ecumenical Press 
THEME FOR FOURTH ENCOUNTER Service 88.10.74 


ERFURT - This ancient city, in what is now the GDR (East Germany), was the 
site of the fourth in a series of ‘ecumenical encounters' co-sponsored by the 
Conference of European Churches (KEK) and the Council of European [Roman 
Catholic] Bishops Conferences (CCEE). 


The five-day gathering (28 September-2 October) concluded with an ecumenical 
liturgy followed by a candle-light procession through the streets of the town, 
which has associations with the eighth-century missionary Boniface and the 
16th-century church reformer Martin Luther. 


A message from the meeting [EPS 88.10.100] urges work for church unity and 
world peace. It was read in the cathedral square by the KEK and CCEE 
presidents and general secretaries. 


The eucharist was celebrated three times during the encounter, under Roman 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Reformed presidencies. 


The 82 official representatives and guests for the encounter included 36 
bishops. Thousands joined in the concluding procession, which included stops 
at several prayer stations. 


The president of the GDR parliament hosted a reception for the participants. 
The concluding liturgy was broadcast in the GDR and other parts of Europe [EPS 
88.10.48]. Previous such encounters took place in France (1978), Denmark 
(1981), and Italy (1984). [EPS] 


SALVATION ARMY Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS CONFER Service 88.10.75 


LAKE ARROWHEAD (California/USA) - General Eva Burrows, worldwide leader of the 
Salvation Army, told the Army's International Conference of Leaders here that 
‘we have the destiny of the Salvation Army in our hands.' 


Theme of the nine-day meeting last month was ‘Towards 2000 - Vision and 
Task'. Burrows said it was not ‘just a catchy phrase'. She urged her 
colleagues to ‘tackle the hard questions and seek solutions and new 
directions. ' 


Suggestions from the conference are to be reviewed by the Conference 
Implementation Commission, which is to make proposals for future action to 
Burrows. 


The Army reported that delegates to the conference discussed such issues as 
‘our spiritual life as a movement', including spiritual renewal, evangelism, 
and the ‘articles of war' of the Army (a statement of Salvationist principles). 


Burrows said ‘changing times' made a revision necessary, ‘without losing any 
of the force of the original'. Among other things, the new version is to 


include commitments to the sanctity of marriage, family life, and other moral 
standards. 


Also on the agenda were recruitment and training of Army officers (leaders), 
equality for male and female officers, leadership style, ecumenical 
relationships, the rank system, Army music and literature, and 
non—partisanship in political matters. [EPS] 


ORTHODOX YOUTH CALL Ecumenical Press 
FOR CHURCH RENEWAL Service 88.10.76 


SPETSES (Greece) - In an open letter to the world's Orthodox bishops, 
participants in a global meeting of Orthodox youth from two dozen countries 
are calling for action on a wide variety of church issues. 


Their letter was circulated last month. It begins with a series of questions 
about the situation of Orthodox who live in the "diaspora' - parts of the 
world other than those where Orthodoxy has traditionally been a numerically 
dominant form of Christianity. 


Observing that the question of ‘multiple [Orthodox] jurisdictions’ in some 
parts of the world seems to have reached a ‘canonical Stalemate', the youth 
ask, 'Is our goodwill so lacking, our love for each other so feeble, that this 
problem has to remain unsolved?' They suggest giving diaspora dioceses more 
encouragement and freedom to solve jurisdictional problems among themselves. 


(Largely because of past or continuing immigration patterns, some Orthodox 
jurisdictions were established along ethnic rather than geographic lines.) 


The letter says 'diaspora' is a ‘theologically incorrect ... and increasingly 
sociologically inaccurate’ term when used of Orthodox communities in the 
Americas, Australia, and parts of western Europe. It suggests instead the 
phrase ‘regions or areas with emerging local churches'. It also wonders why 
Orthodox from those places are 'not represented, or so minimally represented, 
when their problems are being discussed at pan-Orthodox levels.' 


The youth ask the bishops for help to ‘manifest a creative local cultural 
presence as Orthodox Christians, beyond mere folklore, which speaks to the 
cultures in which we find ourselves, and addresses the problems of our 
societies.' They ask why some Orthodox local churches, dioceses, and parishes 
do not worship in ‘whatever language most of its members speak.' (Worship in 
a language comprehensible to the faithful is an Orthodox principle.) 


Noting that in some places 'the church is often seen as yet another structure 
of power in society', they wonder how to ‘maintain and increase' the ability 
of the church to perform its work, ‘while still witnessing to the radical 
difference between power in the world and the service of the church.' 


The youth urge that church ‘wealth and property’ be used more effectively in 
witness, that the church speak on 'topical issues', that the practice of 
having women in the diaconate be revived, that divisive differences in church 
calendars be overcome, that priority be given to reducing ‘parishes or 
dioceses of unmanageable size', and that any obstacles to reunion between the 
two Orthodox families (Oriental and Eastern) be specified and overcome. 


On the role of women in the church, the letter calls for ‘full and open 
theological reflection ... without defensiveness or preconditions’. 


Calling Christian disunity a ‘grave impediment to our witness to. the 
non-Christian world', the youth suggest that Orthodox should be able to 'pray 
for the unity of all Christians more clearly in our services.' They urge ‘an 
Orthodox consensus' on such issues as the 'ecclesial status of other Christian 
bodies' and baptism performed under non-Orthodox auspices. They observe that 
‘narrow triumphalism and spiritual self-satisfaction' obscure positive aspects 
of the ‘authentic witness of Orthodoxy'. 


The letter also urges that that Syndesmos observers be invited to upcoming 
meetings preparing for a world Eastern Orthodox synod. [EPS] 


STUDENTS, YOUTH Ecumenical Press 
CONSULT ON RACISM Service 88.10.77 


HARARE -— About 70 students and young people from 30 countries attended a 
theological consultation on racism at the University of Zimbabwe here last 
month. They came from groups related to the World Student Christian Federation 
(WSCF) and the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) of the World Council of 
Churches. 


According to a WSCF report on the gathering, a major goal was to ‘facilitate 
the involvement of participants in a mutual, creative process of learning 
about racism, and to empower them with biblical and theological resources to 
strengthen their witness in combating racism in their own local situations.' 


Poulose Mar Poulose, WSCF chairperson and a bishop in India of the Assyrian 
Church of the East, said that ‘when true humanity is denied to any because of 
racial discrimination, none of us may be truly human.' 


In her keynote lecture, US theologian Jacqueline Grant said 'one cannot be a 
racist and a Christian at the same time.' A purpose of the church, she said, 
is ‘discovering the dignity of all human persons'. She said 'reconciliation' 
in the midst of racial conflicts is ‘achievable only through justice, for one 
cannot reconcile the unjust with the just, the evil with the good.' 


Two Bible studies at the consultation were led by PCR Director Barney 
Pityana. He noted the importance of people being able to tell their own 
stories in connection with their liberation. He also said that in situations 
of oppression and injustice, Christian love has to be prophetic, changing the 
reality and challenging others to liberative action. 


During the first half of the consultation, participants gave testimonies about 
their own experience in racial conflicts. One descibed a ‘marked upsurge in 
instances of racist vigilantism and flagrant harassment and intimidation of 
people of colour' on US college campuses. 


A Brazilian said the church in general is either ‘repressive or assimilative' 
towards religions native to Africa because ‘a religion that gives strength and 
encourages blacks to remain blacks, in spite of being slaughtered, proves that 
Christians are not the only ones able to bring salvation to the human being.' 


A person from India highlighted relationships there between racism in the form 
of caste differences and religion. Western Europeans described the rise in 
their part of the world of racist groups who frighten and harass foreigners 
and minorities. Also discussed were Namibia and South Africa, and aboriginal 
people in Australia, particularly their quest for land rights. 


Based on these testimonies and reflections, former PCR staff member Prexy 
Nesbitt articulated a global vision of racism in its economic, psychological, 
religious, cultural, and political aspects. 


The second part of the consultation included workshops on racism and 
apartheid, racism and education, and racism and theology. Participants also 
addressed an open letter to a regional meeting of Roman Catholic bishops, 
urging them to be ‘directly involved in the destruction of apartheid, and to 
give unconditional support to the liberation movements' in the region. [EPS] 


FRG: ecumenical development official Paul-—Gerhard Seiz dies EPS 88.10.78 
ROME - While on a work trip here (1 October), Paul-Gerhard Seiz, executive 
secretary of the West German Evangelical (Reformed, United, Lutheran) 


Association of the Churches' Development Services (AGKED) died of heart 
failure. He was 56. [EPS] 


USA: six diocesan bishops won't accept female colleague EPS 88.10.79 
NEW YORK - Bishops of six of the 99 domestic dioceses of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church have denounced the election last month of Barbara Harris as a 
suffragan (associate) bishop in one of the dioceses of the denomination. [EPS 
88.10.01]. Calling it 'a direct assault upon the unity of the church', the 
six - plus three retired bishops - say they will not be in communion with her, 
and cannot accept the validity of ordinations or confirmations she administers. 
‘The historic faith of Anglicanism will have been irreparably compromised 
should Ms. Harris undergo the rite of consecration and be seated in the House 
of Bishops of the Episcopal Church', they add. Her consecration as bishop is 
not expected before next February. A few parish rectors in the diocese have 
also said they will not recognise her as a bishop. [EPS] 


Vatican urges younger men in seminaries EPS 88.10.80 
WASHINGTON - In a new letter on the second phase of a three-part study of 
Roman Catholic seminaries in the United States, the Vatican Congregation for 
Catholic Education has urged more attention to recruiting younger men as 
seminarians ‘while their minds are still open, educable, intellectually alert 
and alive.' The average age of new Roman Catholic seminarians in the United 
States is near 30 and rising. Katarina Schuth, who is supervising research 
for an independent study of US Roman Catholic seminaries, says about 20 cater 
to men in their late teens and early 20s, and they 'have been declining and 
are practically out of business.' The letter also reiterates Vatican concern 
that programmes for ordination candidates are not clearly distinguished from 
those for others studying theology. Schuth estimated that 90 percent of Roman 
Catholic priesthood candidates in the United States now study in such 'mixed 
settings'. She says she knows of no seminary planning to set up separate 
programmes for the two groups as the Vatican suggested. [EPS] 


Egypt: dialogue between Oriental Orthodox and Roman Catholics EPS 88.10.81 
WADI NATROUN - A new round of dialogue between representatives of the Coptic 
{Oriental Orthodox] Church and Coptic-rite Roman Catholics in Egypt began at 
the Amba Bischoi monastery here (3 October). Pope Shenouda led the Oriental 
Orthodox delegation, Patriarch Stephanos II the Coptic-rite group. Most 
Egyptian Christians are Oriental Orthodox. Subjects for discussion at the 
meeting were purgatory and the Holy Spirit. [EPS] 


Turkey: 12 reported arrested for crimes against secularity EPS 88.10.82 
ANKARA — The Independent, a London daily, reports (4 October) that nine Turks 
and three other people were arrested here and are likely to be accused of 
political crimes against the secularity of the state. The two Britons in the 
group were also arrested last May. Charged with trying to ‘subvert the 
Turkish nation with religious propaganda', they were acquitted for lack of 
evidence. The newspaper also reports other recent arrests or questioning of 
Christians. Most Turks are Muslims; the state is officially secular. [EPS] 


Hong Kong: church responses vary to homosexuality laws EPS 88.10.83 
HONG KONG — A three-month consultation on possible changes in the law here on 
homosexuality - which now provides for maximum sentences of life in prison for 
some kinds of homosexual acts - prompted a spectrum of responses from 
representatives of the Christian minority. The Chinese Christian Churches 
Union expressed support for the current law. It called homosexual activity 
contrary to the Bible and nature. Philemon Choi, of Breakthrough, a Christian 
multi-media and counselling organization, supported reducing maximum penalties 
to a fine of 5000 Hong Kong dollars and one year in prison. He also proposed 
waiving the penalties for those who agree to counselling or psychotherapy. 
Some Christian groups, including the Women's Christian Council and _ the 
Christian Industrial Committee, favoured the third option - decriminalization 
of homosexual acts in private between consenting persons over 21. The 
government says the current law is difficult to enforce. [EPS] 


Scotland: ‘ecumenical encounter on the diaconate' EPS 88.10.84 
DUNBLANE -— In connection with the 100th anniversary of the diaconate in the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland, it sponsored an ‘ecumenical encounter on the 
diaconate' (here, 26-30 September). Organizers hoped results would include a 
‘new vision of the potentialities of the diaconate', and more ecumenical 
attention to diaconal issues. Participants (Anglicans, Methodists, Roman 
Catholics, Reformed) came from Scotland, England, Wales, and Ireland. [EPS] 


India: Hindi media criticized for portrayal of Christians EPS 88.10.85 
KANPUR -— At a church-sponsored symposium here last month, media in Hindi, the 
most widely-spoken language in India, were criticized for the way in which 
they portray Christians. Two youth workers said Christians tend to be 
depicted as cross-wearing smugglers, drunkards, and prostitutes. Walter John, 
president of the Kanpur Catholic Association, said the Hindi print media also 
do not generally treat Christianity fairly. There was much less criticism of 
the coverage of Christianity in the English-language media. [EPS] 


GDR: defence chief sees no need for more non-military service EPS 88.10.86 
BERLIN/GDR - In an interview this month in the GDR (East German) daily Neues 
Deutschland, GDR Defence Minister Heinz Kessler saw no need to _ expand 
possibilities for conscientious objectors in unarmed military service to do 
social-service work. Since 1964, GDR citizens who object to armed. military 
service have been allowed to be _ Bausoldaten. They work on military 
construction projects. Church representatives have been urging that 
non-military alternative service be another option. [EPS] 


Scotland: church-union proposal fails EPS 88.10.87 
ST ANDREWS - A proposal to unite the Congregational Union of Soctland and the 
United Reformed Church failed when CUS assembly delegates here failed to 
approve it by the required 75 percent majority. The vote in favour was less 
than 65 percent. (The URC assembly had earlier voted in favour by a majority 
of 99 percent.) Later, delegates voted to review all possible options for the 
denominational future of the CUS. This followed a proposal that the CUS be 
divided to allow one part of it to proceed into union with the URC. [EPS] 


South Africa: Australian bishops denied visas for visit EPS 88.10.88 
JOHANNESBURG - A delegation from the conference of Australian Roman Catholic 
bishops has been denied visas by the South African government to visit the 
country. The South African Roman Catholic bishops expressed ‘shock, regret, 
and deep disappointment' at the denials. They also suggested that the time 
had perhaps come for other countries to take similar action ‘in respect of 
granting visas to all South African government officials and supporters of 
apartheid. This would be done in the hope that it would assist the government 
to become aware of the folly of its policies and practices.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical visits to GDR, Netherlands EPS 88.10.89 
GENEVA - Christians from Japan, Indonesia, Czechoslovakia, the Netherlands, 
and the GDR (East Germany) visited the last two countries (7-24 October) as 
part of preparations for the World Conference on Mission and Evangelism to be 
held next May by the World Council of Churches [EPS 87.06.24]. Focus of the 
visits in each country was environment-— and creation-related issues. The GDR 
visit included some time in the Cottbus district where open-air mining of 
brown coal (lignite) has adversely affected the environment. [EPS] 


Steps toward common Arabic text for Lord's Prayer EPS 88.10.90 
LIMASSOL — The Middle East Council of Churches reports that proposals for 
common Arabic versions of the Lord's Prayer and the Nicene Creed are now being 
circulated for study. Until now, one particular sticking point has been the 
translation of the phrase in the prayer about ‘daily bread'. Some wordings 
have a eucharistic connotation; others refer to ordinary bread. [EPS] 


WCC congratulates UN peace forces on prize EPS 88.10.91 
GENEVA — In a message (6 October) to UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
called the Nobel Peace Prize award to the UN peace-keeping forces ‘well 
deserved'. He added that the prize is ‘also part of the increasing awareness 
and acknowledgement about the legitimate and unique role of the United Nations 
in the peaceful resolution of conflicts.' [EPS] 


Canada: church leaders urge debate on foreign, defence policies EPS 88.10.92 
TORONTO - Church representatives have urged Canada's three main political 
parties to agree to a national tv debate on foreign and defence policies. 
Speaking for the group, Canadian Anglican Archbishop Michael Peers expressed 
disappointment over the ‘seeming consensus among all three federal parties 
that increased military/defence spending will follow the election [next month] 
regardless of which party wins.' The church people urged ‘a new approach to 
security', abandoning the Canadian nuclear-submarine programme, suspension of 
low-level training flights in the Goose Bay (Labrador) area, and strict limits 
on military exports (at least prohibiting military sales to persistent 
human-rights violators). Besides Peers, those meeting with the Canadian 
defence minister included Roman Catholic, Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Reformed (Presbyterian), Salvation Army, and United representatives. [EPS] 


Nestlé boycott resumed EPS 88.10.93 

GENEVA — Resumption of the international boycott against the Nestlé company 
has been announced by the International Nestlé Boycott Committee for Europe 
and Action for Corporate Accountability. An earlier boycott against Nestlé 
attracted support from church groups in several countries. ACA and INBCE say 
the renewed effort is necessary because Nestlé is violating the UN code on 
infant-formula promotion and marketing. ACA called for a boycott also against 
American Home Products company. The two groups particularly fault ‘dumping 
free supplies on hospitals and maternity wards' by Nestlé and others. They say 
that ‘prevents the establishment of breast-feeding, and thus results in infant 


malnutrition and disease.' Their announcement came four years after Nestlé 
said it would abide by the UN code. The groups say Nestlé has ‘violated the 
trust of concerned organizations working for infant health.' At the World 


Council of Churches, Program Secretary Birgitta Rubenson in its Christian 
Medical Commission said the WCC has not taken a position on the renewed 
boycott call, but she urged church-related hospitals and health institutions 
to abide by the UN code. She said many do not, and children suffer and die as 
a result. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: RC bishops reportedly suspend Italian priest EPS 88.10.94 
WASLALA - The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Nicaragua has reportedly 
suspended an Italian, Ubaldo Gervasonni, who is the parish priest here. The 
specific reasons for the suspension were not immediately known. A delegation 
from the town reportedly came to the capital, Managua, in an effort to get the 
church authorities to reverse their decision. [EPS] 


Ecumenical gathering for Central American peace EPS 88.10.95 
SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) -— An ecumenical gathering, including a liturgy and 
rally, attracted Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist and other church 
representatives in the region in support of regional peace efforts. The 
gathering also included a conference on 'the role of communications media in 
Matters of war and peace'. [EPS] 


USA: ‘Ecumenical Sunday' urged during unity prayer week EPS 88.10.96 

NEW YORK - US Christians are being urged to observe the Sunday during the 
annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January in that part of the 
world) as ‘Ecumenical Sunday’, Previously, the Sunday had been recommended as 


the last Sunday in January. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early. 'The US Church in the Upcoming Election" EPS 88.10.97 
Early is a New York-based journalist. 


The presidential contest between Democrat Michael Dukakis and Republican 
George Bush has not engaged US church people as much as some past elections. 


Jesse Jackson, the Baptist minister who sought the Democratic nomination, 
excited black church leaders especially, but also others, who liked his focus 
on needs of the poor and his distinctive stance in such areas as Middle East 
policy. His loss of the nomination and his relatively low profile in the 
campaign have left those church leaders with little zeal. 


Dukakis further dampened enthusiasm by his decision not to advocate any basic 
change of national direction, saying the election is about 'competence' in 
managing governmental affairs, not ‘ideology'. 


By choosing Lloyd Bentsen —- who supports aid to forces fighting the Nicaraguan 
government - as his vice presidential candidate, Dukakis also undercut his 
potential appeal to church people wanting a new Central America policy. 


Jerry Falwell and other leaders of the religious right support Bush, but not 
with the fervour they brought to the 1980 and 1984 campaigns. Ronald Reagan 
aroused a revolutionary excitement then by promising radical change. But his 
eight years brought no end to abortion; no federal aid to church schools; no 
ouster of the Nicaraguan government; no halt to foreigners taking Americans 
hostage; no magic wand eliminating crime, drug addiction, pornography or 
family breakdown. Now Bush offers a moderated version of Reaganism, so 
religious conservatives moderately applaud. 


Born to the tradition of upper-class Anglicanism, Bush appears to take his 
church life seriously. But its tone does not feel as comfortable to 
conservative evangelicals as the religious style of Reagan, who grew up in a 
native-born US denomination, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), but 
now does not go to church, 


Dukakis' heritage is Eastern Orthodox and Greek, but his wife is Jewish. That 
meant he could not have a church marriage, and is now denied the eucharist in 
his tradition. Their children have been brought up neither as Christians nor 
as Jews but as heirs in a general sense of both religions. 


Some Jews, opposed to intermarriage, voice apprehension about the impact of 
the Dukakis example in the national spotlight. These factors, together with 
his pro-choice stand on abortion, also give some Greeks and other Orthodox 
reason to oppose him. 


But the Greek-American community as a whole takes pride in his success. So 
Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, has had to take a cautious walk through political minefields. 


He offered prayers at the conventions of both parties. But Bush gave him 
prominence by having him seated next to wife Barbara during the final session 
before he gave the benediction. TV cameras panning over to Barbara Bush 
showed Dukakis' archbishop sitting alongside as though he had joined the Bush 
team. Some Greeks marched in protest outside the archbishop's office. 


But evidence that there is no estrangement between Dukakis and the leadership 
of the archdiocese came when he was announced as the principal speaker for the 
annual lTIakovos name-day dinner (22 October), just a little more than a 
fortnight before the election (8 November). Bush was not invited. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: 'The Armenian Church & Nagorno-—Karabakh' EPS 88.10.98 


Koshy is international affairs director of the World Council of Churches. He 
was in Soviet Armenia in September/October. There he spoke with both church 
and government representatives. This item is abridged and adapted from an 
interview (4 October) just after he came back to Geneva. Nagorno-Karabakh is 


an ethnic Armenian region which is part of the neighbouring Soviet republic of 
Azerbaijan. 


Armenia embraced Christianity as its official religion early in the fourth 
century. Over the centuries, as the fortunes of the Armenian nation have 
undergone many stages, the church has kept the heritage of the nation. It has 
remained a symbol of the nation in spite of the fact that a very large number 
of Armenians live outside modern-day Armenia (which is about a tenth the size 
of Armenia at its largest). 


We must also note that within the Soviet Union, the church has no tradition 
and, for the most part, no possibility of directly involving itself in what 
are seen as political matters. But the church as the symbol of the Armenian 
nation is still very powerful, and the church is therefore extremely careful. 


This has been criticized to some extent by some sections of the Armenian 
people, but the church feels that the issue of Karabakh should be solved by 
further negotiations and consultations. That would be the position of the 
church, in addition to favouring stronger cultural and economic ties between 
Armenia and Karabakh. 


Over the years, the region's ties with Armenia were cut. Armenian broadcasts 
were not allowed, Karabakh's students were not allowed to study in Armenian 
universities, etc. So, there has been fear of a loss of cultural heritage and 
connections. 


There are important monuments of the Armenian people and the church in 
Karabakh, including monasteries and churches. We are told that there were 
more than 100 functioning churches in Karabakh through the 1920s, but there 
are no functioning churches today. 


That shows the kind of concern of the church with regard to Karabakh, and 
petitions have been given by the people of Karabakh to Soviet authorities for 
the last several years to allow them religious freedom, which is guaranteed in 
the Soviet constitution. The authorities have said that two churches in 
Karabagh would be opened before the end of the year. 


So, the church wants to make use of the new openings of religious freedom and 
perestroika, and to have that part of the legitimate interests of the Armenian 
people in Karabakh established or regained. [The church has not been an open 
part of the demonstrations or agitations, but it did officially support the 
demands of the Armenian parliament for the merger of Karabakh with Armenia. 


While it is really concerned about the larger issue of the merger of Karabakh 
and Armenia, the church is also conscious that continuing agitation inside 
Armenia can make things difficult for 350 000 Armenians living in Azerbaijan 
outside Karabakh, where there are about 160 000. 


There are already a large number of Armenian refugees from Azerbaijan. This 
is a new problem in the Soviet Union. 


Altogether, there are more than one million Armenians in the Soviet Union 
outside Armenia, and their possibilities, including religious freedom, are a 
major Armenian church concern. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Interfaith Statement on South African Elections’ EPS 88.10.99 


This interfaith statement in advance of the municipal elections in South 
Africa (26 October) was issued in Johannesburg over the weekend of 8/9 
October, though attempts to phone newspapers there to alert them to it were 
unsuccessful. A copy of the text was taken out of the country. 


Among the 35 signatories are Allan Boesak, moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church (NGSK); Frank Chikane, general secretary, and Beyers Naudé, 
immediate past general secretary of the South African Council of Churches; 
Maulana Esack, national coordinator of the Call of Islam; WN. Mohammed, 
president, and Y. Harris, secretary of the Muslim Judicial Council; G.J.A. 
Lubbe, president of the South African branch of the World Conference on 
Religion and Peace. . 


Also, M. Mgojo, president, and S. Mogoba, general secretary, of the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa; S. Mkhatshwa, general secretary of the Institute of 
Contextual Theology, Desmond Tutu, archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa; S. Satgar, president of the Veda Dharma Sabha of 
Pietermaritzburg; T. Ntongana, vice president of the Council of African 
Independent Churches; and several Christian theologians and academics. 


We the leaders and adherents of different faiths in South Africa, give witness 
to the fact that our respective traditions are unanimous in their demands for 
justice and equality in human society. To respect all people and to protect 
their quality of life are religious duties incumbent upon all of us. 


The present political dispensation in South Africa is based on the division of 
people and the domination by one group over the rest. The Nationalist 
government in their obsession with group identity use this as a base of 
tricameralism. 


We are warning that as long as the obsession with groups and group rights 
continues at the expense of the nation, peace and harmony will elude us. 


We believe that the forthcoming municipal elections are meant to strengthen 
racial separation and militate against freedom of association. Having 
witnessed the failure of the present tri-cameral system of parliament, it will 
be disastrous to promote and support a system of local government based on the 
same principles. The oppression and dehumanisation of the majority of the 
people will simply continue. 


We believe that for as long as the majority of people are denied equal 
participation in central government they have the right to abstain from voting 
for a system that will only perpetuate the reality of divide and rule. We as 
leaders and as adherents of different faiths urge our people not to vote. 


By taking this stand we regard ourselves as positively and peacefully involved 
in creating a new South African nation. We furthermore advise the government 
to regard the abstention from voting on 26 October as the unintimidated 
expression of the will of the people. 


We believe that a society based on the respect of common humanity and freedom 
of association in a unitary state is what this nation wants and needs. 


We share a common belief that God is on the side of the oppressed and calls 
upon us as religious leaders and adherents of different faiths to become God's 
witness—-bearers against injustice and inequality. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Message from the 4th European Ecumenical Encounter' EPS 88.10.100 


This is excerpted from message released at the end of the Fourth European 
Ecumenical Encounter [EPS 88.10.72]. 


... As Christians drawn together from all the churches of Europe we address 


ourselves to all of you who live in our continent whether you share our faith 
or TOC. eee 


True to the spirit of the three earlier European Ecumenical Encounters, we 
came together in Erfurt to get,to know each other better, to confess together 
the one Lord of our life and to pray together for the final coming of his 
Kingdom among us. In all this we have the assurance that the future of the 
world is in God's hands. 


We have joined together meditation with study, reflection with prayer - 
respecting the patterns of our various Christian traditions. Beyond all our 
differences, we are united in our belief that the Kingdom does not come from 
us but from God who calls us to collaborate with him in the coming of his 
Kingdom. This is why our common prayer is expressed in the words from the 
Lord's Prayer: ‘Thy Kingdom come!'. 


As we pray we are conscious of our weakness and the weakness of Europe in 
which millions of people cannot understand what it means to belong to a 
community of faith. In Europe there are many signs of resistance to the 
Kingdom of God, for sin is manifest on a personal and social level. 


We see with sadness such signs in the increase of social inequalities, in the 
plight of the unemployed, the homeless, young people who lack hope for the 
future, immigrants and refugees, racism both in attitude and practice. 


We also see signs of resistance in the violation of human rights and freedoms, 
in the negative consequences of economic restructuring which does not take 
human factors into account, in the excesses of armaments and in the nuclear 
threat which still persists. 


We discern these signs of resistance even in our churches, our compromises, 
our half-heartedness and our divisions which are all hindrances to the 
credibility of the Gospel which we proclaim. 


Hope is, however, stronger than all this. The powers of evil are not the 
only ones to be found in the world - God does not abandon us. We recognize 
hopeful signs of His Kingdom in the growing concern for the dignity of the 
human person and for the rights of all, and for the increased care for 
creation. 


We see them in the growing participation of men and women in _ the 
decision-making process both in society and churches, in the growing 
rapprochement between East and West, the increased longing of people for 
disarmament and for peace and not least in the heightened sense of 
responsibility of the peoples in the North towards those of the South. 


The Holy Spirit makes us perceive yet other signs of the Kingdom: this 
ecumenical encounter which will encourage all Christians, our common prayer, 
and the experience of God's grace. They all will push us_ towards 
reconciliation and common witness in the service of our neighbour. ... 


We are encouraged by the witness of Christians in the German Democratic 
Republic where we have been welcomed so cordially and we wish to express this 
clearly before we return home to our various churches. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Church Statement on 50th Anniversary of Kristallmacht' EPS 88.10.101 


This is excerpted from a joint statement by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
and the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the German Democratic Republic — 
which group the United, Reformed, and Lutheran lLandeskirchen (regional 
churches) in the two Germanys. 


9 November 1988 marks the 50th anniversary of the day when the Nazi leaders of 
the German Reich ordered the synagogues to be burnt. Jewish places of worship 
were desecrated, Jewish shops and homes plundered, and Jewish citizens 
mistreated, abducted or murdered. 


What happened in November 1938 happened in public, in full view of everyone. 
Targets of this persecution were all Jewish people. Racial hubris thus 
revealed its cruel disdain for human rights. No one could say he or she knew 
nothing about what was going on. 


Those who planned and carried out this crime could reckon with the support, 
indifference, or fearful silence of the majority of our nation. Christians - 
with a few exceptions - also remained silent. ... 


We do not call the events of November 1938 to mind in order to level 
accusations at the generation of those who were involved in them. Instead, 
we are aware of the fact that the guilt of that time will retain its power to 
bind us if we remain silent or try to suppress the memory. ... 


In facing up to this painful reality, we are aware that both theology and the 
church played a part in the long history of alienation from and enmity towards 
the Jews. The church did not recognise the deep inner ties between Judaism 
and Christianity. It looked upon the synagogue as something rejected by God, 
instead of recognising the people whom God chose and loved first of all. The 
Jews experienced the Cross to a large extent as a sign of persecution. 


Theological and historical research has opened our eyes again to the many 
things that Christians have in common with Jews. We have become aware of the 
Significance of the fact that the father of Jesus Christ is the One God 
testified to by the Bible who liberated His people from slavery, remains 
faithful to them and has never renounced His covenant with Israel. 


For this reason our thinking, our words and our deeds must never again help to 
promote enmity towards the Jews. We must make every effort to remove all 
phrases from our everyday language which offend Jewish people. The same 
applies to the language in which we preach the gospel. 


Most of all, however, we have a duty to spread and increase accurate knowledge 
about Judaism, the Jewish religion, history and culture, and about the Jewish 
State, particularly among the younger generation. Christian—Jewish dialogue 
on central aspects of our faith deserves promotion and support at all levels. 
.. We call upon the congregations to support this important work as much as 
possible and to seek opportunities for encounter between Christians and Jews. 


We want to give those Jews who are living in our country despite the 
horrors of the past the assurance of having a home here. We also support 
efforts to enable the State of Israel to find security and peace with its 
neighbours within just borders. 


Fifty years after the day when the synagogues were destroyed, we pray to God 
that in His goodness Jews and Christians may be able to walk side by side in 
the future. May He fulfil His promises in us all —- Jews and Christians. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/42) 


MECC News Report is a new publication from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


The official translations of the theme and sub-themes for the WCC Seventh 
Assembly in February 1991 in Canberra (Australia) are: 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT — RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION: Giver of Life - Sustain your 
Creation!; Spirit of Truth - Set us Free!; Spirit of Unity - Reconcile 
your People!; Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us! 


VIENS, ESPRIT SAINT, RENOUVELLE TOUTE LA CREATION: Esprit source de vie, 
garde ta création!; Esprit de vérité, libére-nous!; Esprit d'unité, 
réconcilie ton peuple!; Esprit Saint, transforme-nous et sanctifie-nous! 


KOMM, HEILIGER GEIST -— ERNEUERE DIE GANZE SCHOEPFUNG: Spender des Lebens - 
erhalte deine Schopfung!; Geist der Wahrheit - mach uns frei!; Geist der 
Einheit - versohne dein Volk!; Heiliger Geist - verwandle und heilige uns! 


VEN ESPIRITU SANTO -— RENUEVA TODA LA CREACION: Dador de Vida —- Mantén tu 
Creaci6n; Espiritu de Verdad - Libéranos; Espiritu de Unidad - Reconcilia 
a tu pueblo; Espiritu Santo —- Transférmanos y Santificanos 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


an appeal (7 October) for 350 000 US dollars in the wake of a locust 
invasion in Mauritania 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at P.O. Box 26, London 
WC1X OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; telex: 8950511 oneone g. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 20 October; the next is planned for 27 October. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


ROMANIA: CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
RESPOND ON VILLAGE PLANS Service 88.10.102 


GENEVA - Four Romanian church leaders - Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Teoctist, 
Lutheran Bishops Albert Klein and Paul Szedressy, and Reformed Bishop Gyula 
Nagy - have replied to an ecumenical inquiry about Romanian government plans 
to demolish about 7000 villages and replace them with agro-industrial centres. 


Last July, the four were asked about this ‘matter of deep concern' in a joint 
message from General Secretaries Emilio Castro and Jean Fischer of the World 
Council of Churches and Conference of European Churches [EPS 88.08.84]. The 
four head Romanian church bodies which belong to the ecumenical organizations. 


Hungarian church leaders and others have charged that the government plans are 
part of a pattern of human-rights violations in Romania, particularly with 
respect to ethnic minorities [EPS 87.02.38]. Hungarians are the largest such 
minority. The Romanian situation also came up at the meeting last August of 
the WCC Central Committee [EPS 88.08.61]. 


The texts of the Romanian replies were not immediately available. However, in 
a message (18 October) acknowledging the responses, Castro and Fischer said 
they will share information received from Romania with WCC and CEC members. 


The general secretaries are ‘deeply grateful' for the Romanian responses. 
They note that the WCC and CEC have received ‘expressions of concern from 
several member churches', and are ‘also aware of statements and appeals made 
by governments and international organizations.' Ecumenical visits to Romania 
are projected, as is a meeting here next February on Romanian issues. [EPS] 


GDR: CHURCH REPS IN CLOSED Ecumenical Press 
SESSION ON JUSTICE, PEACE Service 88.10.103 
MAGDEBURG - The second national GDR (East German) ecumenical meeting on 


justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC, here, 8-11 November) was 
not open to the public. During the first such meeting, last February in 
Dresden, FRG (West German) tv teams filmed participants describing problems 
and difficulties in the GDR. 


At a news conference, Gottfried Forck, bishop of the [United] Evangelical 
Church in Berlin-Brandenburg, said GDR Christians have to reiterate repeatedly 
that the ecumenical JPIC emphasis is not directed against the state, but 
reflects a responsibility shared by all members of society. 


He said negative reactions to the first meeting by GDR state and party leaders 
were prompted by misunderstandings and reports in western media. The church, 
he said, does not seek to create opposing fronts, but to be part of a dialogue 
with state and party representatives which could lead to changes in society. 


The meeting here processed reports from 13 working groups on JPIC themes. 
These are now to be discussed at the parish level. 


The meeting suggested 'shalom' (a biblical word for peace and well being) as a 
central theme for JPIC reflections, relating it to issues like non-violence, 
alternatives to military service, and special concern for the poor. 


It also reportedly considered unjust world economic structures, education for 
peace, changes in values and life styles, ecological concerns, and efforts to 
protect the environment. [EPS] 


MISSIONARY KIDS DEAL Ecumenical Press 
WITH CULTURE SHOCK Service 88.10.104 


This is adapted from material provided by Baptist Press. 


CEDAR HILL (Texas/USA) - Self-discovery and learning to cope with culture 
shock were goals at a Baptist-sponsored ‘re-entry retreat' here for about 30 
children of US missionaries (missionary kids or MKs) who had been with their 
parents in 19 countries. 


The meeting was designed to help the teenagers learn adjustment skills as they 
prepare for US college life, to recognize and deal with feelings of loss, and 
to identify stateside support groups, said Cindy Gaskins, a consultant to one 
of the sponsoring Baptist agencies, and an MK herself. 


In addition to taking a psychological personality inventory and sharing 
personal concerns with each other, the MKs also learned such practical skills 
as pumping gasoline, balancing checkbooks, shopping at supermarkets, and using 
automatic banking cards. 


Roger and Lavonia Duck, counsellors and former missionaries to Colombia, 
conducted conferences on ‘necessary losses' and ‘dealing with the present’. 


Roger Duck said one goal of the retreat was that the MKs ‘develop a better 
sense of personality responsibility and better insight into themselves as 
persons.' Lavonia Duck said another goal was to make it possible for them to 
develop ‘better relationship skills', especially in terms of room mates and 
new friends at college. 


Karen Park, student work consultant with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, helped college—-bound MKs identify emotional and cultural 'baggage' they 
brought to the United States. "Know that you are going through a grief 
process, and some of that will continue in the months ahead. Recognize that 
you are still growing in who you are and in your Christian faith", she said. 


In panel discsusions and fellowship times, MKs shared personal experiences and 
feelings about starting a new chapter in their lives. 


"When I got on the plane, I left half of myself back there in Kenya', said 
one. Others said their reactions to leaving home included relief, joy, and 
mixed feelings. 


When discussing how they would react to being introduced as MKs, they had 
various reactions. 


‘I think it's frustrating when people put the label on you and expect you to 
fit in a mould', said one MK from Jordan. "Some people put MKs on such a 
pedestal. Sometimes I really don't like that.' 


‘It just amazes me how ignorant some people are’, said another. 'They'11 
ask, "Do you ride to school on elephants?" and things like that. Sometimes I 
say, "Oh yeah, all the time", just to see how long I can keep them going.' 


'I think it's fun to show them we're all different’, said an MK from Peru. 
"I see it as an advantage we have, to dispel some myths.' 


"Everybody here at the retreat seems to understand everybody else', said an MK 
from the Ivory Coast. ‘Other people here in the United States don't always 
understand why you went to Africa or wherever. MKs understand. They know 
you're not weird.' [EPS] 


KENYA: MOI ASSURES Ecumenical Press 
ON FREEDOM OF WORSHIP Service 88.10.105 


NAIROBI (Charles Maingi) - Kenya President Daniel arap Moi gave assurance (5 
October) that his government will continue to safeguard freedom of worship. 


In a speech read on his behalf by Vice President Josphat Karanja at the 
opening here of the Seventh-day Adventist World Conference, Moi said Kenya 
will not sacrifice freedom of worship to accommodate the whims of a few 
selfish individuals. 


(At the time, Moi was on an official visit to China.) 


Earlier, Karanja had expressed in Parliament Moi's wish for an end to angry 
exchanges involving some politicans and some church leaders on the issue of 
freedom of worship, and on resolutions recently passed by KANU, the only party 
legal in Kenya. 


Moi's assurance follows a threat (1 October) by KANU Secretary General Moses 
Mudavadi that the government might withdraw freedom of worship from Anglican 
Bishop David Gitari (Diocese of Mount Kenya East) for his criticism of some 
KANU resolutions. 


Mudavadi alleged that Gitari, Anglican Bishops Henry Okullu (Diocese of Maseno 
South, and current chairman of the National Council of Churches of Kenya) and 
Alexander Muge (Diocese of Eldoret), and prominent Presbyterian pastor Timothy 
Njoya, all of whom have criticised some activities of the Kenya government 
from time to time, support the apartheid government of South Africa. 


Gitari said the resolutions should have been thoroughly discussed, and that 
delegates to the KANU national conference must not be used as a rubber stamp 
for resolutions drafted by a few people. 


He criticised a resolution praising civil servants for the manner in which 
they conducted recent KANU elections. He alleged there was rigging in some 
parts of the country. 


(The manner in which the elections were conducted - people stood in different 
lines to indicate the candidate of their choice - was also criticized in some 
quarters [EPS 88.03.18,47].) 


Gitari also criticized another KANU resolution. It says the NCCK no longer 
represents most Christians in Kenya, and calls on the government to reconsider 
its stand on NCCK. 


Also critical, Njoya said the church is not to be judged by 'party 
resolutions’. 


He said that of 17 million Kenyan Christians, 12 million belong to 
NCCK-affiliated denominations. (Kenya's total population is about 22 
million). 


Two days before the KANU secretary general's blast, Parliament stopped its 
ongoing business to condemn Gitari. 


One member, Johnstone Makau, charged the bishop with sinister motives and 
serving foreign masters. [over] 


kenya/2 


Karanja warned that the government would not allow the pulpit to be used to 
lambast the government and elected leaders. He noted that denominations have 
left NCCK and predicted that more will follow. 


Education Minister Aloo Aringo (who is also KANU national chairman) said some 
church leaders are organizing an opposition party from the pulpit. 


An assistant minister for national guidance and political affairs, Shariff 
Nassir, said Gitari's utterances insulted the Kenyan people, the ruling party, 
the government, and Moi. 


He criticized local newspapers for highlighting criticism levelled against the 
government, and announced that the government is to act soon to counter 
criticism of Kenya from both within and without. 


Another member of Parliament, Miruka Owuor, asked the attorney general about 
possible criminal elements in Gitari's press statement, and whether legal 
action will be taken against the bishop. 


Replying to his condemnation by parliament, Gitari said as a preacher and a 
Kenyan citizen, he has a duty to praise the party if it upholds justice, and 
to criticize it if it departs from justice, or involves itself in activities 
like rigging elections. 


He denied supporting the South African government, noting the support of 
Kenyan Anglicans for the leadership of Desmond Tutu, the Anglican archbishop 
of southern Africa, in the struggle against apartheid. 


Gitari was supported by 12 priests from his diocese. In a joint statement, 
they said the condemnation of Gitari by Parliament was unjustified. 


The clergy also said Parliament did not deal with issues raised by the bishop 
(such as the question of rigged KANU elections in some areas, and the extent 
to which the NCCK represents Kenyan Christians). 


In his response to criticism of him, Muge described as false and incriminating 
allegations by Karanja and Mudavadi that he is anti-KANU and anti-government. 


The following Sunday, Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria weighed in with his 
own comments on the controversy. 


In an emotionally charged sermon at a parish church here, Kuria said the 


church cannot allow any human being, or even Satan, to deny Christians freedom 
of worship. 


He said such freedom is God-given and cannot be taken away by any individual. 


He also recalled that the two-million-member [Anglican] Church of the Province 


of Kenya is one of 27 autonomous provinces of the Anglican Communion around 
the world. 


It does not, he said, receive instructions from the archbishop of Canterbury, 
as some Kenyan politicans alleged. 


Kuria also assured Moi, the government, and Parliament of continued CPK 
support. [EPS] 


EMBARGO: NOT TO BE USED BEFORE 27 OCTOBER 1988 


SWITZERLAND: PROTESTANT Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL ON JEWISH ISSUES Service 88.10.106 
BERNE — In a declaration marking the 50th anniversary of the Nazi attacks on 


Jews in Germany and Austria [EPS 88.10.101], the council of the Federation of 
Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland (FEPS), has recalled 
"with shame' Swiss complicity in Nazi actions against Jews. 


That included a treaty which prevented German Jews. from crossing into 
Switzerland, and the return of thousands of German Jews in Switzerland to 
Germany. 


The council also says it is ‘aware that in teaching scorn for the Jews for 
centuries, the churches have prepared the ground for modern antisemitism. ' 


Noting, on the other hand, that Jews did find asylum in Switzerland during the 
Nazi era, the council praises the ‘engagement, solidarity, courage and ... 
spirit of sacrifice of individual Swiss, as well as of numerous associations 
and organizations.' 


In a section on the State of Israel - whose creation ‘many Christians 
welcomed' - the council refers to the ‘difficult search for peace between 
Israel, the Palestinians, and the neighbouring Arab nations.' It expresses 


the hope they will find 'new ways to build life in common.' 


It urges Swiss Christians to ‘fight resolutely the smallest signs of 
antisemitism, revived again, even and especially if it makes arguments based 
on the unfortunate situation in the occupied territories.' It concludes with 
an appeal to Swiss Christians to pray for peace and justice in the Middle 
East, to resist antisemitism and xenophobia, and to work on behalf of those 
oppressed and deprived of their rights. [EPS] 


EXPLOSION IN SOUTH Ecumenical Press 
AFRICA CHURCH OFFICE Service 88.10.107 


PRETORIA -— Explosions caused extensive damage at Khanya House, headquarters of 
the secretariat of the conference of bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Southern Africa (SACBC), during the early morning hours of 12 October. Seven 
people were in the building at the time, including two bishops. None was 
injured. 


At the end of August, explosions largely destroyed the headquarters in 
Johannesburg of the South African Council of Churches and of other church 
bodies [EPS 88.09.01]. 


In a statement on behalf of the SACBC, its president and vice president, 
Bishops Wilfrid Napier (Diocese of Kokstad) and Reginald Orsmond (Diocese of 
Johannesburg) put the attack 'in the context of the tragic mess in which our 
country and its people find themselves as a result of policies of racial 
discrimination and apartheid which have fostered ignorance, [and] led to a 
situation of repression and protest, violence, and counter violence.' 


In Geneva, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro said news 
of the attack was received with ‘shock and great distress'. He called it 
"part of the pattern of the attack on opponents of the apartheid system'. He 
promised the SACBC 'the prayerful support of the ecumenical community in 
continuing its prophetic ministry.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jesudas Athyal: ‘Christian Music in India’ EPS 88.10.108 


Athyal is studying for a PhD in Poona. This is excerpted from the National 
Council of Churches [in India] Review. 


... Our obsession with the ‘'sacred' has reached a stage where Christian music 
is increasingly becoming irrelevant in the socio-political and cultural 
context of India. 


For any religious practice to be relevant in a particular situation, it has 
necessarily to take deep roots in the indigenous soil, interacting with other 
religions and ideologies and positively responding to the challenges posed by 
the outside world. 


This is true of Christian music as well. But strangely enough, the church 
seems to be indifferent to most of the major problems that affect the state 
and society at large. ... 


Perhaps concerned sections in the church could consider joining hands with 
these progressive forums to pioneer a movement for evolving an appropriate 
secular music to highlight common social issues. ... 


There is nothing revolutionary about such joint action. If we can work 
together with people of other faiths and no religious faith at all in, say, 
famine or drought relief work, is there any reason why we should shun such 
people in our efforts to eliminate the basic causes of famine and drought 
which are essentially human-made and, therefore, social problems? 


A close scrutiny of the songs and hymns composed in India reveals that music 
writers generally confine themselves to certain ‘'comfortable' and rather 
uncontroversial aspects of the Christian faith alone. ... 


Some of the pet themes of our music writers for songs are love of God, Holy 
Spirit, revival, comfort, eternal life, etc. While these themes do form the 
salient features of the Christian faith, there is only the sound of silence of 
the musicians in some other equally important areas like the church's 
involvement in society, justice and human rights, freedom, common action, 
solidarity of the people, etc. 


While we are yet to accept these themes as part of our witness, Christian 
musicians elsewhere are relating their faith to existing social realities. ... 


In conclusion, can we sum up some of the basic points for further discussion 
on the theological content and liberative nature of our music: ... 


- critically review the social and theological content of Christian music in 
India; 


— encourage musicians, especially talented young people, to compose songs on 
themes affecting the masses and reflecting the church's mission in society; 


— urge seminaries to include a critical study of the theology of music in 
their curriculum; .%. 


- collect and systematise songs symbolising the struggle of the oppressed 
sections for liberation, written in various Indian languages in the past; 


- consider the possibility of joint action with progressive cultural and 
musical groups at the secular level to evolve a ... music reflecting the 
suffering and the hope of the people. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Watson: 'Moussa: A Case of Proselytism in Egypt" EPS 88.10.109 


This is excerpted from _ the June/July issue of the Monthly Letter on 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. Watson is an English Anglican 
priest and student of Oriental Orthodoxy in Egypt. 


Moussa was born in Upper Egypt. ... As a baby, only days old, he was 
baptized. The priest who administered the sacrament was a Coptic Orthodox 
Christian. There was a strong feeling that there was something extra in this 
baptism. It was concerned with a feeling of 'nation' or 'blood'. 


Moussa was being baptized a Christian. He was also being baptized as a Copt. 
From the earliest years he heard that he was one of the ‘sons of The 
Pharoahs'. The Copts were the real children of Egypt, predating the Arab 
Muslim invasion of the Seventh Century and, in some sense, predating the 
Christian era. Moussa was made a Coptic Christian. From childhood the pure 
Body and precious Blood were spooned into his mouth, and the long history of 
Coptic suffering and bitterness was poured into his ears. 


The child grew up and became a man. Moussa had received the Sacraments, 
attended classes and confessed his. sins. He enjoyed the feeling of 
"belonging'. He felt accepted. He often travelled north to Cairo to attend 
the amazing lectures given by the Coptic pope in St Mark's cathedral. 


He loved his religion. He understood that there were, in lands beyond the 
Mediterranean and Atlantic, Christian nations whose public life reflected 
their faith. In those lands, a Christian had a chance; a chance no Copt had 
in Egypt. Copts like Magdi Yacoub, the heart transplant surgeon, left Egypt 
because they could only achieve recognition in Christian Europe or America. 


The man went to university and obtained a good degree. ‘Are you a Copt?' an 
American doctor asked. 'Of course', Moussa replied. 'Have you accepted Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Saviour?' The American often asked this question. It 
was the first of a dozen conversations. 


The American said: ‘Pope Shenouda preaches salvation by works, but you must 
be born again. We will take care of you. The Evangelicals are the only real 
Christians of Egypt. Coptic Orthodoxy is merely the ritualism of the Old 
Testament. Nationalism is not Christianity. Egyptian Christians who really 
love Christ join the Evangelical Christian Mission. We have many Christian 
ministers who were Copts.' 


The Egyptian said: 'Shouldn't we both be converting Muslims?' 


Moussa accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour at 5 p.m. on September 
20th, 1981. Just before that event, the Coptic pope was imprisoned by 
President Sadat. Just after that event, Sadat was executed by some fellow 
Muslims. No Evangelicals were involved in either process. Moussa was 
satisfied that he understood what to render to Caesar. 


Moussa was baptized by an American visiting preacher. Moussa adopted the name 
of Bobby. Bobby left Egypt in December 1984. The Coptic Pope was still 
imprisoned. A new president ruled. Bobby thanked God that Christ's Kingdom 


is not of this world. 


I met Moussa in October 1987. He has found no Christian nation. He has not 
known a sense of community for years. He has lost the intense feelings of 
1981. He is a sceptic. He is cynical. He is repaying the money lent by 
Christians in America who wished to help a brother converted from mere 


ritualism and tradition. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/David Teague: ‘An Evangelical Views Coptic Orthodoxy' EPS 88.10.110 


This is excerpted from the June/July issue of the Monthly Letter on 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. Teague is a British missionary 
in the Middle East. 


Coptic Orthodox believers account for 93 percent of the Christian population 
of Egypt. Among the remaining seven percent are to be found a host of 
denominations, including the Coptic Evangelical, or Ingiili, Church. 


The latter began in 1863, its early flocks formed mostly from the Coptic 
Orthodox community. Although it is today the largest Protestant church in 
Egypt, its relationship with the Coptic Orthodox Church has never been 
completely cordial. While there has been, and continues to be ecumenical 
contact, there is still mutual misunderstanding on various levels. 


There are important reasons to work towards greater intercommunal 
understanding. Today, many Egyptian Christians have a real fear of oppression 
from various elements in their society. 


Normally, this fear would serve to create beneficial solidarity between 
various denominations, but the present misunderstandings work against this 
trend. Not only is solidarity needed, today it has to be recognized that the 
original circumstances which led to the formation of the Ingiili Church have 
entirely changed. 


The Ingiili Church came into being basically because it was felt at the time 
that the Coptic Orthodox Church was hopelessly dead spiritually. On the other 
hand, the Copts felt very much misunderstood by the then-new Western 
missionaries, as did other Orthodox Churches who encountered them throughout 
the Middle East in the last century. 


But now, both of the Egyptian Churches exhibit an institutional and spiritual 
vibrancy. Because of this strength, the present age can be one of mutual 
respect between them. It seems appropriate that Protestant church workers 
seek to heal the wounds of the past and present. ... 


My own attempt at understanding began when I enrolled as a student of Coptic 
language and history at the church's Coptic Institute. Shortly after that I 
was able to help the church itself by teaching English and Biblical Greek 
under the authority of one of their bishops. 


Personally, my experience with the Coptic Orthodox Church has not only 
overcome much prejudice within my own life, but also deeply enriched me 
through contact with the powerful spirituality of this venerable church. 


Evangelicalism and Orthodoxy both have their own customs, history, and 
theological formulations. Recognizing the particular contextualized aspects 
of our own tradition need not threaten personal integrity of belief, nor does 
it imply that our theology has only a relative truth. What it does is to help 
us realize the importance of perspective in how we think about absolutes. In 


trying to understand the Copts I found it necessary to keep this distinction 
imijmindi.. 20’ % 


Differences in worship styles and in historical understanding do not prove 
that one group is wrong or the other is right; rather, they demonstrate our 
differences in perspective. This matter of perspective is also vitally 
important when dealing with deeper theological issues, since Orthodoxy and 


Protestantism frequently look at the absolutes of the faith from different 
angles. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Barney Pityana: 'A Challenge to Apartheid' EPS 88.10.11] 


Pityana, an Anglican priest who was born in South Africa, is director of the 
Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from his presentation at the UN-sponsored Global Roundtable 
Consultation on Racism and Racial Discrimination in Geneva (3-6 October). It 
is noted at the end of the presentation that the views and opinions in it are 
his alone and 'do not claim to represent the policy' of the WCC. 


... Apartheid is incorrigible. Its evil and moral bankruptcy has thoroughly 
permeated every aspect of its system that nothing good can be retrieved from 
the wreckage. The 26 October elections in particular have to be understood 
for what they are - a gigantic fraud. 


They have very little to do with the exercise of democracy and more to do with 
enlisting the oppressed to participate in their own repression. They do not 
extend any meaningful participation but further legitimise the power of the 
executive president. 


Of course, one can hardly claim to exercise democracy while in its execution 
one arrests, detains and bans those who seek to express legitimate opinions to 
enable unfettered participation in the political process. The cynicism of 
[South African Law and Order Minister Adriaan] Vlok is there for all to see. 
He justifies the recent crackdown as necessary to enable others to exercise 
their democratic rights. 


.-.- While claiming to extend local democracy, the regime is taking steps to 
enact legislation which should properly be the responsibility of local 
authorities. 


The Group Areas Act Amendment Bill, the Illegal Squatting Amendment Bill, the 
Free Settlement Areas Bill and the Local Government Affairs in Free 
Resettlement Areas Bill and the Slums Bill all hold out the prospect of 
freedom of residence while restricting ... that very freedom. 


..- Something is wicked when it is an intentional violation of the good. 
These edicts do just that by a logical intention of the government. Ltcts 
downright wicked to pretend otherwise. ... 


... The time is now ripe for a benchmark United Nations resolution on South 
Africa that goes beyond the protestations against the evil of apartheid, one 
which can be for South Africa what Resolution 435 is for Namibia, a resolution 
that sets the process towards liberation. 


That must, surely, require an affirmation of what member states are prepared 
to do to bring about the end of apartheid. It may be that an alternative 
authority may receive recognition. The implications, of course, are gigantic. 


Principal among them would be the withdrawal of diplomatic relations and the 
recognition of the liberation movement. 


Secondly, it has implications in bilateral trade and the enjoyment of 
international financial and economic arrangements. 


Finally, an outlaw regime would justify military intervention to impose 
democracy should all other means fail. ... 


Over the years the choices have narrowed down considerably. We can no longer 
pass the buck. The task, dear friends, is not to explain or understand 


apartheid but to end it. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Children's Letters to P.W. Botha' EPS 88.10.112 


These letters came from children 8 to 12 years old in the Oil City, in the US 
state of Pennsylvania, area after the YWCA there shared information about 
South Africa. 


Dear President Botha, 


Let's just get down to business: say you had a kid and someone took him away 
and you did'nt know wear he was? How would you feel? I think that you should 
let the kids out of prision. I know that if I were you I would let out the 
kids and maybe their parents. I just think that this is stupid. 


Sinceraly, Micky. P.S. Let them out. 


+++ + + 
Dear Mr President, 


I'm eleven years old in the fifth gade and I think what you're doing is 
wrong. Taking children away from their parents. You're too cruel! Please 
release the children in jail! I'm in a youth group in America. If it wasn't 
for our grop leaders we wouldn't know about this. Why do you do this to 
parents? What if somebody did this to your children (if you have any)? What 
would you do? I bet the kids in jail think about their parents. I would! 


An American, Melissa Dawn Graham P.S. Release the kids in JAIL! 


+++ ++ 
President Botha, 


I think you should let the colored kids out of jail! We live free, why can't 
they! Would you like to live in jail because of you color of your skin. It's 
also very stupid to have books as passes or if not go to jail. You are acting 
like a little kid a lot younger than me! 


Susie Poo. YOUur acting Clrralsire 


+++ + + 

Hey President P.W. Botha, 

I dont think its fair to have kids under 18 in jail for no reason at all. If 
there was a reason there would have to be an adult with them to help. And I 
wouldn't want to be treated like yesterday's garbage either or carry around a 
stupid passport to show anyone. Because for one I hate to have my picture 
taken and it would waste my time to show it to anyone. And I dont want to be 
bothered. This was live from the YWCA in Oil City. 


Jennifer 


++++ + 
President P.W. Botha, 


I would like you to know how I feel about the way you lead your life. What I 
mean is how would like to be thrown in jail or abandoned from your mother but 
not by your mother? How would you like to be abused? I know about abuse, my 
farther abused my mother mentally and physically. I know how it is to watch 
somebody be abused, but how does it feel to be the peron that causes abuse? I 
also want to know if you know how being abused feels? I have an idea because 
watching someone being abused seems like a kind of abuse too... Well that is 
how I feel. Thanks for your time, if it helped. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/William B. Lawson: ‘Ecumenical Accountability' EPS 88.10.113 


Lawson is ecumenical officer for the Episcopal [Anglican] Diocese of 
[Eastern] Massachusetts, in the northeastern United States. This is excerpted 
from an item in the September issue of Ecumenical Trends, published by the 
Graymoor Ecumenical Institute, Garrison, New York 10524. 


--- Each of us, individually and corporately, are on a shared spiritual 
pilgrimage centred in being more fully a community - the Body of Christ. The 
responsibility for the cultivation of this community belongs to each of us. 
We are bound to one another as the Body of Christ so that our witness to the 
world might be a strong and intense light in a darkened world. 


The scandal today is that most of the time we do not live like this. Stop 
and think. How many times have each of us tried to encourage other parts of 
the Body of Christ to walk hand-in-hand with us when what we really wanted 
them to do was to conform to our way and our vision? 


We call others to the great ecumenical adventure when, if we are really 
honest, we want to strengthen our own pet plan for ministry or mission. That 
really is a disguised form of denominational imperialism creating a body that 
is all hands or all feet. 


In a slightly different scenario, how many times has our 'pet ministry' or 
‘mission’ floundered, and, because we were stubborn, we have tried to rescue 
it by giving it an ecumenical baptism? 


Or, how many times have we used an ecumenical body to speak to controversial 
social issues, so that we could disown the position with our private 
constituency and thereby protect our funding sources? 


Accountability? Mutuality? Hardly! 


We agonize over the advances of secularism and the political power struggles 
of this world. Yet how often does our response result in still another 
innovative, denominationally-initiated programme that we try to clothe with an 
ecumenical mask? 


The consequence of such actions is only the multiplication of structures and 
the proliferation of meetings that end up dividing our loyalties, dissipating 
our energies and wasting our resources. 


We hear the voice that ecumenism is dying or declining as a priority. Maybe 
this is because we are being ecumenically manipulative of one another rather 
than ecumenically accountable to one another. ... 


We simply will not let go for the sake of the unity of the body. This 
fragmentation of our efforts is part and parcel of the scandal of our 
divisions. It is a failure of our ecumenical accountability. It is a major 
obstacle to our mission in the world. ... 


Doing mission together must be in this primary context of just being together, 
being present to one another, being open to one another focused on the Christ 
who is more than any one of us have accepted within our little part of the 


kingdom. 


Being present one to another is essentially a matter of accountability to the 
people we serve and with whom we need to be in unity. The more we are 
together, the more we can act together. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Olof Klohr: ‘Is the GDR an Atheist State? EPS 88.10.114 


Klohr is a professor at the College of Marine Engineering at Warnemiinde/ 
Wiistrow in the GDR (East Germany). This is a summary of his article in the 
German Journal of Philosophy (1988, #4). It was distributed by UK-based 
Keston College (22 September). 


According to the 1988 Britannica World Data, a bit more than half of the GDR 
population of about 16 million is reckoned as Christian. Most Christians 
belong to one of the eight Lutheran and United Landeskirchen (regional 
churches) which make up the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR. 


I have quite often come across this question, asked both by Christians and 
non-Christians. 


First of all I would point out that the problem of whether the state is 
atheist or not has never played a part in the way our workers' and farmers' 
State views itself. 


The socialist state, like any other, has a political task to fulfil; it is a 
political tool of the ruling class. 


It is not the state's business to offer a solution to its citizens' 
philosophical questionings, or to make a particular world view compulsory. 


In the Marxist view, therefore, there cannot be such a thing as a 'Christian' 
or an ‘atheistic' state. (That is not to deny that history provides examples 
of states enforcing ideologies, e.g. theocracies and 'Islamic' states.) 


The fact that the majority of citizens profess Christianity does not make a 
bourgeois state into a Christian one - the example of the Federal Republic of 
[West] Germany comes to mind. 


In the same way, the fact that the majority of the leading politicians of a 
socialist state are Marxist-Leninists does not make a socialist state atheist. 


Economic, social and cultural tasks in a socialist society must be faced by 
the citizens, whatever their world view. It is the leading officials who 
have the main responsibility. 


In this way thousands of believers, who work as members of the People's 
Chamber, in local government, and in other public positions, play a vital part. 


The leading role of the Socialist Unity Party does not prevent a very 
considerable number of believers accepting responsibilities in government, and 
helping to shape and guide our society. 


The dominant role of Marxist-Leninist theory in our society is not all based 
on an effort to suppress religion or the church, or to pave the way for the 
triumph of atheism. 


It has its raison d'étre in the necessity of planning, forecasting and leading 
social development, on the theoretical basis of a scientific theory of social 
relations. 


For this reason, an understanding of Marxist social theory is a general 
requirement for the citizens of the GDR. 


All this is very different from forcing citizens to make a ‘confession of 
faith' in Marxist-Leninist philosophical principles, or in atheism. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/43) 


MECC News Report is a new publication from the Middle East Council of 
Churches, Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. 


The official translations of the theme and sub-themes for the WCC Seventh 
Assembly in February 1991 in Canberra (Australia) are: 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT - RENEW THE WHOLE CREATION: Giver of Life - Sustain your 
Creation!; Spirit of Truth - Set us Free!; Spirit of Unity - Reconcile 
your People!; Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us! 


VIENS, ESPRIT SAINT, RENOUVELLE TOUTE LA CREATION: Esprit source de vie, 
garde ta création!; Esprit de vérité, libére-nous!; Esprit d'unité, 
réconcilie ton peuple!; Esprit Saint, transforme-nous et sanctifie-nous! 


KOMM, HEILIGER GEIST - ERNEUERE DIE GANZE SCHOEPFUNG: Spender des Lebens - 
erhalte deine Schopfung!; Geist der Wahrheit - mach uns frei!; Geist der 
Einheit - versohne dein Volk!; Heiliger Geist - verwandle und heilige uns! 


VEN ESPIRITU SANTO - RENUEVA TODA LA CREACION: Dador de Vida - Mantén tu 
Creacion; Espiritu de Verdad - Libéranos; Espiritu de Unidad - Reconcilia 
a tu pueblo; Espiritu Santo - Transférmanos y Santificanos 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


an appeal (7 October) for 350 000 US dollars in the wake of a locust 
invasion in Mauritania 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at P.O. Box 26, London 
WC1X OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; telex: 8950511 oneone g. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 26 October; the next is planned for 1 November. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


EASTERN ORTHODOX MEETING ON Ecumenical Press 
PLACE OF WOMEN, ORDINATION Service 88.11.01 


RHODES (Greece) - About 70 official church delegates and advisers, were 
expected here (30 October-7 November) for an Eastern Orthodox consultation on 


"the place of the woman in the Orthodox church and the question of the 
ordination of women'. 


According to an announcement from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which organized 
the gathering, among other things, it was to ‘theologically ground the 
impossibility to ordain women in the Orthodox Church.' 


Thirteen main topics were planned, with four women among those addressing 
them. Speakers were expected from Yugoslavia, Romania, Soviet Union, Greece, 
USA, Turkey, France, and Lebanon. 


The topics included three on concepts of male and female —- in the Bible (with 
special reference to Galatians 3:28), the teaching of major theologians of the 
first Christian centuries, and Orthodox dogmatic teaching about marriage; 
three on issues related to priesthood -— in the Bible, in the teaching of the 
early theologians, and with regard to women ‘in ecclesiological perspective'; 
one on Mary's role in Eastern Orthodoxy with reference to women's ordination. 


Also, 'The Impossibility of the Ordination of Women According to the Holy 
Canons', 'The Woman in the Liturgical and Parish Diakonia of the Church', 'The 
Office of Deaconess in the Orthodox Church and the Possibility of its 
Restoration', 'The Mission of Woman in the Modern World', ‘Orthodox Reactions 
to Non-Orthodox Positions in Support of the Ordination of Women', and ‘An 
Orthodox Assessment of Modern Feminist Theology'. 


WORLD REFORMED ALLIANCE Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS ON SA, ELECTS GS Service 88.11.02 
BELFAST - Meeting here last month, the Executive Committee of the World 


Alliance of Reformed Churches issued a statement on the situation in South 
Africa and elected a new general secretary. 


Milan Opocensky, professor of Christian social ethics at the Comenius Faculty 
in Prague, and an ordained minister of the [United] Evangelical Church of 
Czech Brethren, becomes general secretary next 1 October. He succeeds Edmond 
Perret. He leaves WARC at the end of next year, after 20 years in the post. 


From 1967 to 1973, Opocensky was Europe secretary for the Geneva-based World 
Student Christian Federation. Since 1975, he has been a member of the board 
of directors of the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, 
and, since 1984, its chairperson. 


In its statement on South Africa, the committee said local elections there 26 
October ‘will not bring the change which is required to create a more just 
order.' It expressed 'deep sympathy' for the views of South African church 
leaders, including WARC President Allan Boesak, who called for an election 
boycott, and supported it as a ‘non-violent means of resistance'. It said the 
elections express the unwillingness of the white minority to ‘face the demands 
of a reconciled society on the basis of justice and respect for human dignity.' 


The group reiterated calls for an end to the state of emergency, release of 
all political prisoners (especially children), and government dialogue and 
negotiations with the representatives of the black majority. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL INTER-—CHURCH AID Ecumenical Press 
GROUP REVIEWS NEW DIRECTIONS Service 88.11.03 


SALVADOR (Bahia/Brazil) - The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches met here (3-9 
October) and reviewed new emphases for ecumenical inter-church aid work. 


The emphases - advocacy, attention to root causes, acts of solidarity, new 
funding instruments, and human-resource development -— surfaced during a 1986 
world conference sponsored by the WCC in Cyprus [EPS 86.11.55,56,57,58]. 


In his report, CICARWS Director Klaus Poser said these new directions are 
being implemented in all commission programmes. He said coordination between 
parts of CICARWS and other parts of the WCC has intensified, and that there 
has been extensive consultation with CICARWS partners about its new directions. 


During the meeting, the commission met in small groups to discuss CICARWS work 
in various regions, with emphasis on initiatives to give greater support to 
the church there, more visible advocacy roles, and new funding instruments. 


It named a group of three commissioners to review with staff future directions 
and actions in the area of resettlement. It endorsed general directions taken 
in CICARWS work to strengthen church human resources in areas of leadership 
development, management and administrative training, and new models of 
personnel sharing (notably South-South). 


The commission heard a preliminary report from a Consultation on Personnel in 
Mission, which CICARWS sponsored with another part of the WCC, the Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism, in September. 


It reviewed and endorsed plans by the CICARWS Refugee Service to further 
decentralize refugee ministry; it reviewed activities of the CICARWS 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, notably its current emphasis on issues related to 
the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. 


On the question of new funding instruments, the commission reviewed an 
emphasis on establishing new regional groups to serve as focal points for 
regional analysis and reflection, as well as to screen projects proposed for 
CICARWS support. 


The commission expressed concern about the increase in WCC-wide 'shared costs' 
as they are applied to CICARWS. It called for the establishment of a Pacific 
consultancy as soon as funding can be assured. 


It supported a proposed WCC conference on the Middle East, and suggested a 
meeting in Africa to review the interchurch aid situation on that continent, 
and strongly endorsed programmes in all regions which reflect ‘prophetic 
diakonia' ('diakonia' is a Greek word sometimes used to refer to various 
aspects of Christian service). 


Also in connection with the meeting, commissioners and staff members were part 
of visits to Recife, Salvador, Brasilia, and Rio de Janeiro to learn about the 
witness of the church there in various situations. Morning worship was led by 
Brazilians, and centred on such themes as women, land, youth, race, and 
indigenous issues. One morning was devoted to an analysis of the land 
struggle now going on in Brazil. 


Brazilian church representatives, including Evaristo Cardinal Arns, Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Sao Paulo, brought greetings, as did the state 
governor. [EPS] 


WCC LEADER IN FIRST Ecumenical Press 
OFFICIAL VISIT HOME Service 88.11.04 


This item is based on reporting by Théo Buss. 


MONTEVIDEO (Uruguay) - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches arrived here (19 October) for his first official 
visit to the country where he was born 61 years ago. 


During his week in the country, Castro met, among others, Uruguayan President 
Julio . Maria Sanguinetti, Roman Catholic Archbishop José Gottardi (most 
Uruguayan Christians are Roman Catholics), and representatives of WCC member 
churches. Castro is a pastor of the Evangelical Methodist Church in Uruguay. 


Uruguay has one of the lowest percentages of church membership in Latin 
America. More than a third of its three million people are described by 
Britannica World Data as 'non-religious and atheist’. 


In their talks, Castro and Gottardi noted growing ecumenical warmth in 
Uruguay, and new government openness about the place of the church in a 
society with a long tradition of strict church-state separation. 


In his talks with Sanguinetti, Castro said the foreign-debt problem of many 
countries is both an ethical and a political issue. He also discussed the 
amnesty proposed for those accused of committing human-rights offences during 
the period of military rule. 


Asked at a news conference about major challenges facing the church, Castro 
noted growing gulfs between rich and poor, challenges from scientific research 
and discoveries, and interfaith dialogue. He characterized liberation theology 
as among the most interesting products of Latin American Christianity. 


On Sunday, Castro visited a Methodist community in Borro, a group of the 100 
or so shanty towns which have grown up around the capital in the last quarter 
century. Those who live there include people moving to the city from the 
country, and city dwellers no longer able to afford centre-city living 
costs. Castro said a society that can afford luxurious beach resorts such as 
Punta del Este ought to be able to house its citizens with dignity. 


The same day, he preached before hundreds of people at the parish where he was 
pastor from 1958 to 1966. He was also honoured, on its 30th anniversary, as 
one of the co-founders of the Christian Confraternity here. 


The previous evening, Castro spoke to an ecumenical gathering of about 300 
youth about hope. In a reference to the military rule in Uruguay from 1973 to 
1984 (during which he was WCC director for world mission and evangelism and 
unwelcome here), Castro said dictatorships ,.pass away, but the liberating power 
of God endures. 


He also visited the local Anglican bishop in a church hall where a kitchen and 
dining room serve homeless people. 


In the years before he left the country in the early 1970s, he was active in 
human-rights work. He has received VIP treatment here, with police escorts - 
ironic given the police role during the decade of military rule - and 
introductions as a respected world church leader who has brought honour to his 


country. 


In general, Castro's welcome has been very warm from church people, and very 
respectful from journalists. [EPS] 


Belgium: United Protestant synod EPS 88.11.05 
BRUSSELS —- The annual synod of the United Protestant Church of Belgium met on 
two Saturdays in October and November. Among other things on the agenda were 
the preparation of volunteers for church work, the role of media, and pastoral 
assistance in connection with catastrophes. [EPS] 


USA: Orthodox priests object to Dukakis dinner role EPS 88.11.06 
WASHINGTON - Sixteen Eastern Orthodox priests from jurisdictions other than 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America urged that 
Democratic presidential candidate Michael Dukakis be ‘'disinvited' from the 
annual dinner last month to honour Archbishop Iakovos, who heads’ the 
archdiocese [EPS 88.10.97]. In a letter of complaint, the 16 said a ‘strictly 
religious event' was no place to invite ‘a political personage who abandoned 
the faith of his baptism years ago.' The letter says the 16 ‘are able to 
express our views freely.' Orthodox for Life, which publicized it, says 
archdiocesan authorities have ‘attempted to silence [archdiocesan] priests 
critical of Dukakis.' Nikki Stephanopoulos, director of news and information 
for the archdiocese, says ‘nothing of the sort has ever been done.' Orthodox 
critics of Dukakis object to his support for the legal right of women to 
choose to have an abortion. They also say his marriage to a non-Christian - 
his wife is Jewish -— and the fact that their children are not baptized means 
he has been effectively excommunicated. Archdiocesan officials say Dukakis 
has not been excommunicated, and that he remains a church member, though 
unable to receive the sacraments. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: government ends church-mediated talks with Rivera EPS 88.11.07 
MANAGUA - The Nicaraguan government has called off church-mediated talks with 
Indian leader Brooklyn Rivera after it signed a peace treaty with a large 
contingent of his followers on the Atlantic coast. Baptist pastor and 
ecumenical leader Gustavo Parajon and Moravian leader Andy Shogreen headed a 
team which had been mediating the talks since last January. They had been 
recessed since May. Another member of the mediation team, Moravian Pastor 
Norman Bent, criticized both the government (for acting out of 
‘overconfidence') and Rivera (for ‘introducing issues into the negotiations 
which weren't part of the original conflict.') [EPS] 


Hendrik Kraemer recalled EPS 88.11.08 
BERLIN/WEST - At a gathering at Hendrik Kraemer House here marking the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of the Dutch ecumenical pioneer, former World Council 
of Churches General Secretary Philip Potter recalled him as one who defended 
Christian dialogue with other religions, fought against authoritarian power 
structures, and favoured participation of women in the ecumenical movement. 
[EPS] 


Lutheran-—Eastern Orthodox sub-—commission meets EPS 88.11.09 
VENICE - Four presentations on the canon and inspiration of the Bible were 
part of the meeting here (9-12 October) of the sub-commission preparing the 
meeting next 1-8 September in Bad Segeberg (FRG) of the Joint International 
Lutheran-[Eastern] Orthodox Commission. [EPS] 


USA: Anglicans, United agree on eucharistic guidelines EPS 88.11.10 
BOSTON - The Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ and the 
two dioceses of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church in that northeastern US state 
have announced seven guidelines for ecumenical celebrations of the eucharist, 
recommended ‘action proposals' for congregations in dialogue, and issued a 
Statement on ‘consensus in ministry’. Joint celebrations of the eucharist are 
encouraged under the guidelines 'where parishes are united, federated, or 
yoked, where they are exploring ways to work and study together, or where they 
are sharing in union services for stated periods of time.' [EPS] 


United Methodist agency cuts nearly US$1 million EPS 88.11.11 

NEW YORK —- According to a report by Religious News Service (19 October), the 
National Division of the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, 
was prepared to cut an additional 400 000 US dollars from its spending this 
year. In August, it sliced 500 000 from its budget because of a financial 


erisis. In 1986 and 1987, its spending totalled 3.8 million more than its 
income in those years. [EPS] 


Coalition formed over 'greenhouse effect' EPS 88.11.12 
WASHINGTON - The Global Greenhouse Network, a coalition including religious 
leaders, has been formed to address concerns prompted by indications that the 
global climate is gradually warming. The changes could result in droughts, 
floods, and other calamities. Speaking for the network, Wesley Granberg- 
Michaelson, director for church and society at the World Council of Churches, 
called on religious groups to ‘work with environmentalists and other 
constituencies to respond to the global warming trend.' [EPS] 


"Creation spirituality’ priest Fox reportedly rejects silencing EPS 88.11.13 
OAKLAND (California/USA) - Matthew Fox, the Roman Catholic priest who heads a 
‘creation spirituality' movement, has reportedly said he will not fully comply 
with an order from his religious community (the Dominicans) that he not speak 
publicly for a year. Fox has been under Vatican investigation since 1984; 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith reportedly insisted last April 
that the Dominicans implement sanctions against Fox on grounds that his 
teachings and writings are unorthodox. Also at issue is Starhawk, a staff 
member of the Institute in Culture and Creation Spirituality, which Fox 
directs. A feminist theologian, she describes herself as a witch. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘1988 Christmas Letter of WCC General Secretary' EPS 88.11.14 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 


In those few verses where the gospel of Matthew recounts the birth of Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 1: 20-25), we read two different names for the baby. 


The first was given to Joseph in a dream: 'You shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins' (Matthew 1:21). 


Jesus the Saviour: a confession of faith, an early pointer to this child's 
vocation as Redeemer, as Liberator, as the one who, through his life, death 
and resurrection, opens salvation, redemption, eternal life, liberation to 
every creature. 


The second name was given by the people, who recalled the words of the 
prophet: ‘his name shall be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us)' 
(Matthew 1:23). 


God with us: a confession of a reality experienced by those who came to the 
child and who come to know Jesus the Liberator. 


Like Jacob waking from his dream in Bethel, they recognized that 'the Lord is 
in this place, and I did not know it" (Genesis 28: 16). 


Wrapped up in the name Emmanuel are the surprise, the mystery, the joy of a 
presence transforming all of human existence. 


Today as yesterday, God with us - in a child ina stable, in the crucified one 
on the cross — is a scandal. It offends our supposedly objective rationality. 


[over] 


christmas/2 


But God with us, Emmanuel, is a living experience that still provokes wonder 
in those who recognize a presence that gives meaning, and spiritual value to 
every situation. 


We discern this presence as we join Jesus in his path of liberation, through 
identification with the poor and powerless, through the proclamation of 
forgiveness, through the Cross and through the in-breaking of the resurrection 
with its empowerment for endurance, resistance and hope. 


This Christmas season, as we look around the world, we see desolation and 
death - in the floodwaters of Bangladesh and Sudan, in the suffering of the 
victims of the war around the Gulf, in the massacre of innocent people in 
Mozambique, in the eyes of urban mothers tempted to give up hope for their 
children's future, in those whose bodies are ravaged by drugs or whose souls 
are tortured by the meaninglessness in modern life, in the tears of those who 
keep a nightly vigil at the side of a dear one condemned to disease, to decay, 
to death. 


Yet as we look around, we see also the smiling face of a child, the enjoyment 
of friendship, the love of the human couple, the creativity of work, the 
struggle for justice, the affirmation of peace. 


In every case, Emmanuel, God with us, is a presence that expresses solidarity, 
that supplies perspective, that brings ultimate meaning, that raises the 
expectations and hopes of the people towards the kingdom to come in the 
assurance of a God who cares. 


Emmanuel, God with us. That surprising recognition, shared by shepherds and 
wise men in the early days of the child's life, is attested to on almost every 
page of the gospel, as we read of people coming to Jesus to receive sight, 
forgiveness, encouragement, rebuke, hope. 


It has continued throughout Christian history to this day. The miracle of the 
divine presence is able to redeem and transform every situation. 


Our churches and the World Council of Churches are called to point to the 
miracle of that presence. 


We are members of a choir that sings joyfully of the child of Bethlehem, 
Emmanuel, who brings love and hope to all human life. 


If our song, our witness to God's presence, is to be credible, we must 
manifest the same spirit of love, of identification and participation with all 
human beings that was fully manifested in the life of Jesus Christ. 


Let us celebrate the assurance that God is with us and remains with us until 
the end of the age. 


Nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 


Come, let us adore him, Jesus our Saviour, God with us! 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Emilio Castro 


[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Doing Theology in Different Contexts’ EPS 88.11.15 


This text was prepared at a meeting of about 75 theological educators from 
around the world in Prague. It is addressed to ‘churches, institutions, and 
persons concerned with theological education’. 


The group met under the auspices of the Programme on Theological Education of 
the World Council of Churches, which is preparing a more complete report of 
the consultation. 


-..- We met in a setting notable for its ancient religious symbols of power. 
Prague had been the seat of the Holy Roman Empire in the 14th century. 


We remembered the martyrdom of Saint Wenceslas and others in the 9th century, 
and of Reformed John Hus and his followers in the 15th century in this city. 


We recognized the terrible failures of our church traditions to refuse 
privilege and power, and to denounce oppression and injustice for the sake of 
all God's people, and in faithfulness to the gospel, especially in the 20th 
century. 


Our attention was focused on Eastern and Central Europe, where the churches 
have been deeply immersed in the life and culture of their people during many 
centuries of poverty and strife. 


In recent decades, these churches have been challenged by governments led by 
Marxist-Socialist parties that have radically changed the economies and 
political structures in their attempt to provide equality and social services 
for all. 


Our attention was also focused on Latin America, where neo-colonialism and 
capitalism have produced excessive exploitation, poverty, oppression and 
repression. 


Some Christians and churches in Latin America, after a long history of 
collaboration and indifference, are making use of social analysis and calling 
for radical structural change. 


The appearance of glasnost and perestroika in Eastern and Central Europe and 
of new social models in Cuba and Nicaragua, raise, we believe, important new 
challenges for all of us. 


We have begun a difficult but encouraging theological dialogue between these 
two regions with the participation of sisters and brothers from other parts of 
the world. 


We hope that others will deepen the dialogue and extend it to other regions. 
And we suggest that special attention be given to significant differentiations 
of Christian responses to Marxism and of Marxist reassessments of the role of 
Christian faith. 


We know that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Old Testament prophets, and many of 
the saints and martyrs of the church call all Christians to solidarity with 
the poor and marginalized, to the defence of life against every kind of 
violence and deprivation, to the struggle for justice and peace, and to the 
promotion of equal rights among women and men of all races, ethnic groups, and 


nations. 


We believe therefore that theological schools should equip their students 
spiritually, theologically, and pastorally for these kinds of ministry. [over] 


pte/2 


For many of us, the primary context for doing theology and theological 
education is the local church - its witness, liturgy, spirituality, and 
discipline - which cannot be separated from the whole ecumenical family or. 
from the particular social context. 


Therefore theology has to deal, responsibly and critically, with the 
realities, expectations, and limits of public life, guiding the church in 
mission for human transformation within the struggles of the poor and 
oppressed people, those for whom God's reign is Good News. 


We recognize that social, economic, and political systems utilize ideologies, 
overtly and covertly, to protect and promote particular arrangements of 
privilege and power, that the churches and their theologies are deeply 
influenced by these ideologies in their diverse cultural contexts, and that 
the abuse of privilege and power, supported by ideologies and sometimes by 
churches, is causing enormous human suffering and the destruction of the 
biosphere in which we live. 


On the other hand we see that ideologies have the potential to promote change 
towards greater justice, peace, and the preservation of life. 


We believe, therefore, that theological institutions should include in their 
curricula the study of social structures and ideologies, experiences that will 
help to develop critical awareness of those structures and ideologies, and 
biblical-theological analysis that will guide their pastoral work in relation 
to those structures and ideologies. 


We ... invite you to join with us as we continue to pursue the following 
questions in our own particular contexts. 


- What ideologies operate openly and/or covertly in our societies, our 
churches, and our institutions, and how do they work for or against 
justice and human fulfilment, especially among the poor and marginalized? 


- How can we equip ourselves (theological teachers and students) and our 
churches for critical analysis of our contexts, self-critical reading of 
the Scriptures, and radical obedience to the Gospel, especially where 
ideologies reinforce inequality, oppression, consumerism, militarism, 
racism and sexism? 


- What elements and practices of spirituality from our various traditions 
and contexts can we share with and learn from others? 


- How can they guide and enrich theological education for the whole 
people of God on the way to personal and social fulfilment according to 
God's will for all people everywhere? 


- How can we help to shape and support ideologies and structures that 
contribute to social and economic justice, growth towards. peace, 
responsible liberty, and the integrity of creation? 


Finally, we ask you to join with us in prayer for those who rule, for those 
who have disproportionate power and wealth, and for those who are oppressed, 
during the days and months that lie before us, confident in faith that God 
"rescues the poor and those who are needy and neglected, has compassion on the 
weak and poor, saves the lives of those in need, and rescues them from 
oppression and violence, for their lives are precious.' (Psalm 72: 12-14) 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Josef Wiejek: 'Church Life in Czechoslovakia' EPS 88.11.16 


Josef Wiejek is the pen name of an American Roman Catholic priest, whose 
acquaintance with Czechoslovakia goes back a quarter century. This is 
excerpted from the Jesuit weekly America. About three quarters of the 16 


million people in Czechoslovakia are counted as Christians, the bulk of them 
Roman Catholics. 


-..- I noticed much greater attendance at liturgies. In fact, I was told that 
on the Feast Day of St Ignatius Loyola, 31 July, at St Tenet’ Church in 
Charles Square, the church was packed. A Mozart mass was played and sung 
with the orchestra and choir, all volunteers, receiving communion. During the 


week we were there, regular daily liturgies were also filled. ... Worshippers 
represented all age groups. 


I remarked on this since on my first visit to the city I saw mostly the 
elderly at mass. This observation is not a relative one. I am aware that 
I've gotten older and what seems young to me now might have seemed old to me 
then, but I'm sure there are more worshippers in their 20s in the churches 
today than there were in the 1960s. 


There is indeed freedom of worship in Prague. This freedom of worship, 
however, should not be confused with a more general religious freedom. 
[Most Roman Catholic dioceses lack bishops, and some Roman Catholic bishops] 
have not been allowed to function for years. ... 


Back in 1973, Pope Paul VI and then-Archbishop Casaroli tried to work out an 
agreement with the government whereby there would be joint appointments of 
bishops. The idea was to have an official church functioning above ground. 


Of the four bishops consecrated, two suggested by the government and appointed 
by the Holy See, one in Slovakia, the other in Moravia, are not respected by 
their clergy or the people. They are viewed as collaborators with the 
government-run priests' organization, 'Pacem in Terris'. ... That the Vatican 
seemingly has stopped trying to fill the remaining sees is an indication that 
Pope John Paul II concedes the failure of Pope Paul's Ostpolitik. 


Access to higher education is still restricted for those who are known to be 
religiously active. Recently, a group of students wrote to the government in 
protest. They asked that universities and technical schools be opened to 
believers. 


Another group wrote a letter to the government pleading for a change in policy 
to restore religious freedom. This was a group of 4000 priests and men and 
women religious ... [who] represented a grand total of 42,000 years in 
prison. Why, they asked, would the country wish to waste valuable resources, 
people who have chosen to stay in the country, people who have preached 
honesty and civic responsibility to those who come to them? 


As one priest said to me, 'I told one official that if a person comes to me in 
confession and says he has stolen something from his work place, I tell him he 
must make up for that by working harder or working longer. No one else in 
the country tells people that except us.' 


A seminarian told me that the previous limit of 25 seminarians allowed to 
enter the seminary in northern Bohemia each year had been relaxed. However, 
candidates by and large are screened for their suitability - that is, their 
ability to get along with a hierarchy and church structure that is very pliant 


in the hands of the government. [over] 
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Moreover, the quality of theological education is low and mainly pre-Vatican 
at. Western theological books are not readily available. Study abroad for 
faculty and students is tightly restricted. 


The government's fear of religious orders is still very much alive. Many 
seminarians are secret members of religious orders. Seminarians, as they 
were about to be ordained, had been forced to take an oath stating that they 
did not belong to a religious order. They had to promise never to join one. 


The superiors of the officially disbanded orders instructed their seminarians 
to sign the oath invoking the old principle that an oath taken without freedom 
has no binding power. It is noteworthy that this past year those about to be 
ordained refused to sign the oath, and Cardinal Frantisek Tomasek of Prague 
gave instructions that henceforth such an oath was not to be administered. 
Everyone is expectantly awaiting the outcome of this confrontation with the 
«es regime. 


Printing religious pamphlets or even newsletters can earn you a couple of 
years in prison. This happened in the well-known case of Frantisek Lizna, 
who was adopted by Amnesty International about eight years ago. Yet a modest 
clandestine press still exists. 


News of a religious nature or on religious topics is not available inside the 
country except for that screened by the government. This forces the people 
to listen to the religious programmes - which were highly praised - on Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe. We were told that news about events in 
Czechoslovakia was accurately aired and more quickly disseminated by the Voice 
of America than was possible through word of mouth. 


So in many respects the relationship of the church - a persecuted church, I 
would call it - is the same as it was 25 years ago when I first visited Prague. 


There are differences, however. Last year, to open the Marian Year there 
were pilgrimages to Levoca and Sastin, both in Slovakia. It was reported 
that the Levoca pilgrimage drew 200,000 people of all ages. At the homily 
time, the celebrant mentioned that Bishop Ioannes Korec was present in the 
congregation. 


Bishop Korec is a Jesuit who was ordained and consecrated in jail in the 
1950s. His identity as a bishop was kept secret until he surfaced in 1975. 
He is under constant surveillance and is not allowed to function as a bishop. 


He was recently offered a parish in eastern Slovakia and refused it. A friend 
told me that he was wise since he would be effectively putting himself totally 
out of the mainstream of Catholic life in Slovakia. After the celebrant 
mentioned that Bishop Korec was present in the congregation, all 200,000 
people cheered him. At the next pilgrimage in Sastin, the celebrant was told 
not to mention Bishop Korec's name. 


These pilgrimages and such spontaneous reactions would not have been seen in 
the mid-1960s. The seminarians refusing to sign an oath and the cardinal's 
backing them also bespeak a new attitude, not of defiance but of a willingness 
to take a chance. 


The two letters - one by the group of students, the other by the priests and 
religious - are also new things and give a glimmer of hope for the future. My 
own impression ... is that the church above ground is alive and liturgically 
well. The underground church is also quite alive in many forms. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Hennie Serfontein: ‘Army Against Church in Namibia' EPS 88.08.17 


Serfontein is a South African journalist. He has visited Namibia and spoken 
with army-officers, members of the South African-installed ‘transitional 


government’, church leaders, and grassroots church and community-—development 
workers there. 


The army against the church. In a nutshell, that is what the current intense 
and bitter battle to win control of the ‘hearts and minds' of Namibia's 1.5 
million people (about 90 percent of them Christians), is ultimately all about. 


Little is written about it, and it is far less visible than South African 
military involvement in southern Angola, or its battles with Swapo forces in 
northern Namibia. 


Yet in some respects, this intensifying army-church conflict may even be more 
important than the military conflict. Its outcome can have a crucial impact 
on the future of the country. 


In lengthy interviews with two officers of the South-West African Transitional 
Force in their military headquarters in Windhoek, I found confidence that the 
military war against Swapo has been won, that Swapo has been severely crippled 
as an effective fighting force, that it is losing the political battle. 


At the same time, the officers said, the church has emerged as a new 
revolutionary force inside the country. 


The two officers - one of whom is directly involved in psychological warfare - 
offered evidence that Swapo's fighting force has been reduced in clashes with 
the security forces from 16,000 at its peak in 1978 to fewer than 9000 now, 
with fewer than one in six of those involved in the direct military conflict 
with South African forces. 


A briefing report given to me also optimistically claims that 'Swapo is in 
despair today because there is not enough time left for the organisation to 
win the hearts and minds of the people again and thus establish a basis for a 
renewed military offensive.’ 


One officer claimed that 'in this country it is an honour for blacks to serve 
in the armed forces.' He pointed out that some time ago there were 3000 
applications for 205 vacancies in a battalion of anti-Swapo black soldiers. 


Two-thirds of the anti-Swapo forces in the northern war zone are reportedly 
black Namibians. 


But believing that the military and security situation is well under control, 
the military is concerned about what it sees as a revolutionary climate 
developing inside Namibia. They point to increasing labour and school unrest, 
and the emergence of so-called revolutionary front organisations. 


In this regard they identify as the main danger activities of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia (CCN) and its member denominations through their 
involvements with youth, labour, women's, and community—development projects. 


One officer called them 'part of the total communist onslaught against 
southern Africa planned by Moscow.' He said the KGB ‘works through the CCN 
and the various affiliated organisations and projects controlled or initiated 
by it. They are all instruments in the hands of the Kremlin.' [over] 
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A concerted government campaign has been launched against CCN and prominent 
church leaders and workers. Mystery pamphlets and posters appear from time to 
time depicting Namibian and South African church leaders as ‘tools of 
communism". 


One military briefing included charts and diagrams showing how the KGB 
ultimately controls the CCN. In a nearby office, there were large posters 
against the wall with photos of church leaders branding them 'terrorists'. 


The military and political planners have identified as a major threat the 
numerous labour, women, youth, grassroots organisations, self-help developing 
schemes in both urban and remote rural areas as initiated or assisted by the 
CCN as a major threat and as part of a new ‘revolutionary climate’. 


Two events earlier this year highlighted the role of CCN, its member 
denominations, and their leaders in aspects of ongoing efforts to gain 
independence for Namibia. 


At Dobra, the picturesque church centre 15 kilometres outside the capital 
Windhoek, the CCN held a five day conference on ‘the role of the church in 
underdevelopment in the Namibian context’. 


It was attended by some 60 prominent and rank-and-file Namibians, plus 
European church and aid-organization representatives. 


The following Saturday, some 700 kilometres to the north at Ongwediva’ in 
war-torn Ovamboland, a human-rights centre was inaugurated in a moving 
religious ceremony led by Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, with the 
participation of his Anglican and Roman Catholic counterparts. 


The dedication was attended by diplomatic and aid representatives from the 
United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Federal (West) Germany, Sweden, and 
Norway. 


The centre is in an area where there are numerous reports of violations of 
human rights, and accusations of rape, murder, assault, and destruction of 
property by the South African Defence Force —- charges the SADF strongly denies. 


These two events reflect the extent to which the church is involved at the 
grassroots with the suffering of ordinary Namibians. 


It is undoubtedly the most powerful unifying influence in a country often 
divided because of regional and ethnic differences. 


At Dobra, issues such as the role of the church in the struggle for 
liberation, the question of development and international aid before and after 
independence, the school crisis, and South Africa's strategies, were all 
discussed and debated at length. 


In a keynote address, Lutheran Deputy Bishop Zephania Kameeta said development 
in the Namibian context is and should be a revolutionary act of liberation. 


CCN General Secretary Abisai Shejavali, a Lutheran pastor, stressed the 
interwovenness of the church with the people, and said the CCN is a church 
attempt to 'try to speak with one voice for the people against the sin in our 
country.' [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/44) 


In EPS 88.10.88, the reference should be to Austrian (not Australian) 
bishops. 


The fourth set of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. This 
set concentrates on the integrity of creation. Also available is the fourth 
(October) edition of Forum, newsletter of the WCC JPIC programme. 


The following is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


a situation report (#1, 24 October) on relief work in the wake of the 
floods in Bangladesh 


An actiongram on church leaders arrested in South Africa is available from 
WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC annual story, prepared as an edition of the WCC magazine One World, 
is now available for 1988 in Spanish. It is also available in French, German, 
and English, from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available 
is The Economics of Honor: Biblical Reflections on Money and Property by 
Roelf Haan. It costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at Box 286, London WC1X 
OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; fax: 44-1/837 4147. Among material it offers is 
an updated list (#6, 3 October) of people detained in Namibia for political 
reasons. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00O GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 1 November; the next is planned for 8 November. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


NIGERIAN CHURCH REPS WARN: Ecumenical Press 
DO NOT FAVOUR ANY RELIGION Service 88.11.18 


LAGOS - The National Standing Committee of the Christian Association of 
Nigeria has warned strongly against including clauses in the new national 
constitution which ‘support any religious bias’. CAN says '‘'Nigeria is a 
secular state and should remain so.' 


The committee warns against constitutional provisions which discriminate 
against or offend any religious group, or which ‘give any religious body an 
undue advantage over other religious groups.' 


In a reference to sharia (Islamic law), it also rejects any constitutional 
provisions which would ‘subject all the citizens of our beloved nation to the 
judicial demands of any particular religion, or legalize the use of public 
funds for the judicial system of a particular religion, at the expense of the 
common good of the citizens of our country.' 


Though there is some dispute about figures, most Nigerians are either 
Christians or Muslims, in roughly equal numbers. Inter-religious tension and 
fighting have erupted from time to time in recent years [EPS 86.03.44; 05.02; 
12.06; 87.03.64, 118; 04.23, 29, 60; 05.45]. CAN includes a wide spectrum of 
Christian bodies. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL TEAM Ecumenical Press 
VISITS PARAGUAY Service 88.11.19 
ASCUNCION - A 10-person ecumenical delegation visited Paraguay last month 


(20-26 October). It came under the auspices of the World Council of Churches 
at the invitation of two ecumenical organizations, the Friendship Mission and 
the Committee of Churches. The team expressed its concern about human-rights 
violations in Paraguay, citing specific cases of detentions and expulsions. 


Among other things, it spoke of ‘persecution, threats, and arbitrary and 
constant detentions to which Paraguayans are subject, particularly leaders of 
the political opposition.' It also noted 'the constant discrimination and 
oppression exerted against organizations of peasants and indigenous people 
which work for their land rights.’ 


The team affirmed activities of the mission and committee as integral to 
church life. Among them it cited assistance to political prisoners and 
refugees and their families, education for justice, support for peasants, 
defence of land rights, education and formation of children and youth, 
artistic and cultural programmes, support for labour organizations, and 
environmental activities. 


The ecumenical visitors attended a plenary session of the conference of Roman 
Catholic bishops of Paraguay. They reported a sharing of ‘anxieties and 
concerns in a warm climate of ecumenical fellowship’. Almost all four million 
Paraguayans are reckoned as Christians, almost all of them Roman Catholics. 


The team met leaders and other representatives of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the Evangelical [United] Church of the Rio de la 
Plata. Also visited were officials at government ministries dealing with 
defence, education, religious affairs, the police, and legal affairs, at the 
Supreme Court of Justice, and at the embassies of Argentina, Brazil, the 
United States, the United Kingdom, and Federal Germany. 


Besides a WCC staff member, the team included people from the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Federal Germany, Brazil, and Argentina. [EPS] 


HUNGARY: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
WRITES ON ROMANIAN MINORITIES Service 88.11.20 


BUDAPEST - In a further expression of Hungarian church concern about ‘the 
danger of genocide' against ethnic minorities in Romania, the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Hungary (MEOT) has written to the president of the 
12-nation [Western] European Parliament. 


MEOT includes Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Free Church, and Eastern 
Orthodox membership. Its letter was signed by its president, Reformed Bishop 
Karoly Téoth. Neither Hungary nor Romania belongs to the parliament. 


According to an MEOT report, ‘crude methods of assimilation are being employed 
to Romanianise some two million Hungarians, 300 000 German-speaking Saxons, 
and smaller numbers of Serbians' in the Transylvania part of Romania. 


Referring to a Romanian plan to replace 7000 villages with ‘agro-industrial 
complexes', the MEOT letter says that will increase tension and ‘drive to 
ultimate despair and suicide those who, despite their desperate situation, 
have so far not abandoned the land of their ancestors, their houses, or their 
churches, together with the cultural treasures of the centuries.' 


As for refugees from Romania arriving in Hungary, the letter says ‘fear, a 
sense of having been cheated, and torment is reflected in the eyes of those 
who, having escaped from this situation, often with half their family left 
behind, arrive ... in our country and ask us and the churches for help.' 


Referring to the situation as ‘'cursed' and '‘'painful', the letter calls it 
something ‘foreign to European thought and basic human ethics' which ‘poisons 
the political atmosphere of the whole continent, and embitters the lives of 
millions.' The parliament, MEOT says, should ‘condemn the danger of genocide' 
in Romania. 


Last August, the situation surfaced at the meeting of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches [EPS 88.08.61]. Last month, it was announced 
[EPS 88.10.102] that Romanian church leaders had responded to a request for 
information and comment sent jointly by Emilio Castro and Jean Fischer, 
respectively the general secretaries of the World Council of Churches and the 
Conference of European Churches. 


The WCC is preparing to distribute information from the replies, and other 
sources, about the situation. Ecumenical visits to Romania and a meeting of 
church representatives in Geneva next February are also planned. 


In the past, Romanian church leaders have rejected charges that government 
policies there are violating human rights, either in general or those of 
ethnic minorities in particular [EPS 87.02.84, 04.116, 07.12; 88.04.89]. 


In recent related developments, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan voiced ‘deep 
concern' that the Romanian plans will 'bring havoc to many' and ‘violate basic 
human rights and deprive ... thousands of their traditions, cultural heritage, 
and way of life.' 


In Finland, the International Alliance of Christian Esperanto Speakers 
protested Romanian policies following a lecture by a member from Budapest. 


And the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches in Switzerland 
(FEPS) reported that the Romanian embassy in that country accused it of being 
involved in an ‘international plot' against Romania because of recent FEPS 
criticism of Romanian policies [EPS 88.10.50] [EPS] 


HAITI: ROLE OF CHURCH IN Ecumenical Press 
BRINGING CHANGE ASSESSED Service 88.11.21 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The capacity of the church in Haiti -— particularly 
Roman Catholics, who account for most of the Christians there - to lead the 
way towards democracy was questioned by observers reporting here recently. 


John P. Hogan, a US Roman Catholic layman serving as Catholic Relief Services 
director in Haiti, says the Roman Catholic bishops have largely lost their 
formerly massive following among the people in the last year or so. 


He says their pastoral letters faulting the ‘popular church' and ‘class 
conflict' respond to national problems in unhelpful ways. They need rather to 
initiate dialogue about the meaning of those terms, he suggests. 


Hogan spoke at a seminar here on Haiti (21 October) sponsored by CODEL, 
grouping of Christian agencies working in Third World development. 


The main address was given by Alain Rocourt, a Methodist minister on the 
Haitian Electoral Commission that prepared for the aborted election last 
November. Threats of violence against him led to his current exile in Miami, 
where he works with Haitians on behalf of the United Methodist Church. He is 
more optimistic than Hogan about the church role in the over-all situation. 


Rocourt reports that a recent symposium attended by over 80 Protestant 
representatives produced a declaration 'which expressed in no ambiguous terms 
their intention to adopt a more militant attitude in support of the efforts 
for creating democratic conditions.’ But he also notes internal divisions in 
‘most churches' on the ‘burning issues', with ‘grave tension' that could 
‘weaken dramatically the witness of the churches’. 


Yvon Joseph, a Haitian Roman Catholic priest of the Holy Cross order who 
directed the church-sponsored literacy programme, Mission Alpha, until the 
Roman Catholic bishops abruptly suspended it at the end of April, arrived in 
New York too late to be part of the seminar. In his advance text, he said the 
bishops are trying to lead ‘without being truly in contact with the people’. 


In an interview later, Joseph said he thinks the bishops removed him and 
suspended the programme because of political pressure from Leslie Manigat, who 
was chosen president in the disputed election last January and removed by 
Henri Namphy last June. 


Mission Alpha was 'political', Joseph acknowledges. "You can't just tell 
people to write "papa" and "mama"', he says. "Literacy means someone is 
Capable of mastering his own life and facts about his life.' 


Both Hogan and Joseph say popular feeling could prevent the departure of Jean 
Bertrand Aristide, a Roman Catholic priest of the Salesian order. His 
superiors ordered him to go to Canada. He has won an enthusiastic following 
with oratory that Joseph, who is sympathetic, calls 'sometimes too sharp’. 


Rocourt voices optimism that the replacement of Namphy by Prosper Avril last 
September in the wake of the attack on Aristide's church [EPS 88.10.27] 
brought chances of 'having an army that will be at the service of the nation.' 


Hogan is more sceptical. And Joseph says Avril remains a 'Duvalierist' (a 
reference to two former Haitian dictators), that the 'macoutes' (the secret 
police) are still around, and that 'the church in Haiti has lost its 


credibility.' [EPS] 


ARMENIAN CHURCH LEADERSHIP Ecumenical Press 
NOT ADVOCATING INDEPENDENCE Service 88.11.22 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Catholicos Vasken I of Etchmiadzin, in Soviet 
Armenia, and the Supreme Spiritual Council of the Armenian [Oriental Orthodox] - 
Church are not advocating Armenian independence in the present situation, 
Archbishop Torkom Manoogian of the Armenian Church of America reports after a 
visit there. 


Manoogian, a council member, says all Armenians desire the independence of 
their ancestral homeland, but that in current circumstances, it is a ‘very 
dangerous' proposal advocated out of 'desperation' by but a few ‘extremists’. 


Asks the archbishop: 'Independence in an area where Turkey is waiting on the 
West, Azerbaijanis in the East, Persians in the South and the Soviet Union in 
the North - what kind of independent country would this Armenia be?' 


Interviewed (24 October) at his headquarters here, Manoogian reported on a 
trip (19 September-17 October) that included a visit to the Brotherhood of the 
Armenian Jerusalem Patriarchate, where he formerly served, and a visit to 
Vienna for a commemoration organized by the Armenian bishop there marking the 
millennium of the baptism of Prince Vladimir of Kiev. 


Manoogian says Armenians will eventually demand union of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Autonomous Region, where Armenians occupy an area surrounded by Islamic Turks 
of the Azerbaijan Republic, with the Armenian Republic. But pressing that 
demand now, he observes, could create difficulties for the Soviet leadership. 
A likelier immediate possibility is making Karabakh itself a Soviet republic. 


Up to now, Azerbaijan has not allowed Armenian churches to open in Karabakh, 
Manoogian says, adding that Vasken has discussed the problem with Moscow 
officials, including Religious Affairs Minister Konstantin Kharchev, and 
expects corrective action. 


Manoogian says entire families of refugees from Karabakh are coming to the 
church for baptism. The ethnic identity of Armenians remains so closely 
intertwined with Christianity, he says, that they still consider themselves 
Christians even when they have lived 60 years or more without churches. ‘In 
Etchmiadzin, every day, groups are there at the baptism chapel', he reports. 


The church assists the refugees from Karabakh, Manoogian says, but does not 
encourage others to leave the area lest it be lost to the Armenian people as, 
he says, happened in Nakhichevan, another area now attached to Azerbaijan. 


Vasken has given 500,000 rubles to aid Armenians in Karabakh, and US Armenians 
plan to raise relief funds also, the archbishop notes. 


Manoogian says he went to some of the gatherings that are held in the 
afternoons and evenings in front of the opera house in the Armenian capital, 
Yerevan, and talked with people there. 'The people are looking for the church 
to take an active role in presenting their wishes to the government’, he says. 


The church does that, he says, but does not approve when some Armenians make 
Statements against the Russian people. ‘That is very out of place', he 
observes. 'The Russian people have nothing to do with this situation.’ 


In other actions of the Supreme Spiritual Council, Manoogian reports, it 
approved the constitution and by-laws for a new diocese in England, and took 
steps towards making one French archdiocese from three areas governed by 
bishops now in Paris, Lyon, and Marseille. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL FUND: THERE'S Ecumenical Press 
MORE TO LOANS THAN MONEY Service 88.11.23 


SALVADOR (Bahia/Brazil) - Making national committees of the Ecumenical Church 
Loan Fund (ECLOF) more conscious of the fact that there is more to loans than 
money is among priorities for ECLOF operation discussed at the meeting here 
last month of the inter-church aid commission of the World Council of 
Churches, which oversees the fund [EPS 88.11.03]. 


Another priority is putting control of loans more in the hands of the poor 
themselves. 'This implies', says ECLOF Director Aldo Comba, ‘transforming the 
national ECLOF committees | into more active ones, which would relate 
effectively to the struggles of the churches and of the poor.' 


Improving administrative skills and establishing effective saving/credit 
arrangements, so that national ECLOF committees can become self-supporting and 
more autonomous is among the current goals of the fund, Comba says. 


That, he adds, would enable them to work more effectively and reflect a prime 
purpose of loans from the fund - local development. 


In the coming years ECLOF is also to focus on the participation of women in 
its activities. In that light, the fund is paying considerable attention to 
the WCC Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, launched 
earlier this year [EPS 88.02.63]. 


Among other things, Comba says, ECLOF is now paying more attention to analysis 
of proposed projects in terms of their impact on women, and their relationship 
to the role of women in a given situation. 


At its annual meeting last June [EPS 88.06.101], the ECLOF board said 
self-help projects for women are a major means of development in local 
communities. Empowerment of women through loans and credit was seen as an 
opportunity for ECLOF to achieve its objectives in these areas. 


Following the commission meeting here, an ECLOF consultation for Latin America 
and the Caribbean took place in Piriapolis, Uruguay. It decided to focus on 
action and activity groups related to issues of justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. High priority is to be put on loans that make people 
more conscious of such topics. 


The new approach also implies support for new forms of ECLOF activities. In 
addition to the traditional capital for loans, ECLOF is also seeking support 
for its ‘infrastructure fund'. 


That supports continent-wide consultations to allow ECLOF national committees 
to exchange knowledge and to provide personnel with skills that increase local 
organization of funding as well as local forms of saving-credit schemes. 


ECLOF began in 1946 to help rebuild European churches damaged or destroyed in 
World War II. 


It now operates through national committees in more than 60 countries. They 
‘are responsible for setting priorities, screening projects, and controlling 
repayments into their national revolving loan funds. 


ECLOF lends money to groups in local currency at low rates to help them 
materially and also to help them acquire skills to enable participation in the 
life of their comminity. The value of ECLOF loans made in 1987 was 
approximately 2.5 million US dollars. [EPS] 


USA: Baptist mission offering down again EPS 88.11.24 
RICHMOND (Virginia) - The latest Lottie Moon Christmas offering of the 
Southern Baptist Convention netted 5 million US dollars less than projected, 
for the second year in a row. As a result, the 1989 budget of the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board is to be reduced by 95 000 (to 167.1 million). [EPS] 


Australia: Anglican diocese to have female priests by 1990? EPS 88.11.25 
MELBOURNE -—- The synod of the Anglican diocese here has voted overwhelmingly 
for a procedure which would allow the ordination in the diocese of female 
priests in early 1990. Under provisions of the bill, it cannot go into effect 
unless the Appellate Tribunal of the Anglican Church of Australia agrees that 
it is constitutional. It is also subject to results of the ACA General Synod, 
which meets in the middle of next year. Parts of the ACA strongly favour the 
ordination of women as priests; other parts are strongly opposed. [EPS] 


Nepal: 50 people reported in prison for conversion EPS 88.11.26 
KATHMANDU - According to reports from the Roman Catholic Pontifical Institute 
for Overseas Missions, 50 people have been jailed in Nepal since the beginning 
of the year because they converted to Christianity. Changing one's religion 
is against Nepalese law. About 90 percent of the 17.5 million people in Nepal 
are Hindus. Most of the rest are Buddhists or Muslims. [EPS] 


USSR: two Baltic cathedrals sites of worship again EPS 88.11.27 
RIGA/VILNIUS —- The principal cathedrals in the Soviet republics of Latvia and 
Lithuania were sites for liturgies last month after decades of secular use. 
The Lutheran cathedral in Riga had been a concert hall. More than 2000 people 
attended the first liturgy there in 30 years. It was broadcast in full on 
radio, and in part on tv. Later in the month, about 5000 people attended a 
liturgy at the Roman Catholic cathedral in Vilnius, also broadcast, and also 
the first such liturgy in decades. In each case, worship at the cathedral was 
connected with officially-sanctioned inaugural congresses of mass movements 
calling for political and social changes in the republics. [EPS] 


Zambia: Church of God split proclaimed, denied EPS 88.11.28 
LUSAKA - Church of God Bishop John Mambo says his denomination in Zambia has 
not split, with a part led by Bishop Bernard Mambwe becoming independent. 
Mambwe was removed in August at a Church of God assembly in the United States, 
and Church of God leadership in the whole of Zambia given to Mambo. In late 
September, Mambwe was reported to have announced the division of the 
denomination. [EPS] 


England: Anglican diocese bars eucharist presided by a woman EPS 88.11.29 
LONDON - The Diocese of London of the [Anglican] Church of England has barred 
a largely Anglican ecumenical group, the St Hilda Community, from using a 
chapel it owns as the site of eucharists at which a female Anglican priest 
presides. The Church of England does not ordain women as priests. The 
diocesan bishop, Graham Leonard, is among leading opponents of women as 
priests. Following a warning from the diocesan solicitors that the group 
could be charged with trespass if they continue to use the chapel, the group 
met for eucharist (30 October) outdoors in the chapel courtyard. The day 
before, the number two bishop in the Church of England, Archbishop of York 
John Habgood, warned at a meeting of the Movement for the Ordination of Women, 
that failure of supporters of the ordination of women to respect English 
Anglican synodical decisions on the matter, even as they work to change them, 
undermines an ‘atmosphere of trust' necessary for the church to work through 
the issue. Said Habgood, who supports the ordination of women: 'If people 
cannot be trusted to respect synodical decisions in the process leading up to 
the ordination of women as priests, what confidence can there be that the 
safeguards for conscience [for those opposed] will be respected if and when 
such ordinations take place?' [EPS] 


Nicaragua: tension in government—hierarchy relations EPS 88.11.30 
MANAGUA — Religious News Service reports that relations between the government 
and the Roman Catholic bishops in Nicaragua ‘have sunk to the lowest point in 
more than two years'. In recent weeks, the government has accused the bishops 
of collaborating with US efforts to destablize it. The bishops say the 
government has launched a campaign of defamation against them and the church. 
The RNS report notes that ‘the controversy has continued to sell newspapers 
here, with journalists doing each side's dirty work.' [EPS] 


Israel: "Last Temptation’ banned as offensive to Christians EPS 88.11.31 
TEL AVIV - Israel's Film and Theatre Review Board has banned the film 'The 
Last Temptation of Christ’ on grounds that it is offensive to Christianity. 
Israeli law forbids offending any religion. In 1977, the board banned 'The 
Passover Plot', which portrays Jesus as a political revolutionary who tried 
unsuccessfully to fake his death. [EPS] 


Costa Rica/Nicaragua: post—hurricane appeal for US$ 550 000 EPS 88.11.32 
GENEVA - In the wake of devastation caused last month by Hurricane Joan (later 
Tropical Storm Miriam) in Costa Rica and Nicaragua, the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches is appealing for 100 000 
and 450 000 US dollars respectively. An ecumenical committee including 
Anglican, Reformed, Pentecostal, and Lutheran participation is involved in 
relief work in Costa Rica. The Evangelical Committee for Relief and 
Development (CEPAD) is at work in Nicaragua, where the hurricane/storm is 
considered the worst natural disaster ever to hit the country. [EPS] 


Adventist Annual Council acts on sports guidelines EPS 88.11.33 
NAIROBI - At its meeting here last month, the Seventh-day Adventist Annual 
Council approved new guidelines governing inter-school sports at Adventist 
educational institutions. In general, they are forbidden, with the exception 
of occasional ‘friendship matches at social gatherings’. The guidelines may 
be strengthened to become Adventist policy at the 1989 Annual Council. They 
do not affect congregational sporting activities. At the meeting, Adventist 
General Conference President Neal Wilson announced plans for a new Adventist 
shortwave station in San Marino (a tiny country surrounded by Italy). Start- 
up costs are estimated at 6.5 million US dollars. New Adventist guidelines on 
sexual harassment of SdA workers, and a human-relations policy on SdA hiring 
and admissions have also been approved. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe/Swaziland: ‘exposure seminar' planned on refugees EPS 88.11.34 
GENEVA — An ‘international exposure seminar' (an ecumenical team visit) in 
connection with preparations for the World Mission Conference of the World 
Council of Churches next May [EPS 87.06.24] is planned this month for Zimbabwe 
(12-18) and Swaziland (19-25). The focus is the involvement of Christians in 
the two countries on receiving and resettling refugees, and implications of 
that for the conference section, 'The Earth is the Lord's'. Besides a WCC 
Staff person and participants from the two countries, the team includes 
members from the United States, Federal Germany, and Egypt. [EPS] 


Australia: Resurrection teaching of RC priest questioned EPS 88.11.35 
SYDNEY - Priest-theologian David Coffey, has been told to align his teaching 
on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ with the official teaching of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and to have a private dialogue with an unidentified 
theologian said to have the confidence of the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. Coffey, who continues to teach at Roman Catholic 
institutions, said he looks forward to the theological dialogue. He thanked 
the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Edward Cardinal Clancy, for his concern 
‘throughout this affair'. Complaints about the priest were sent to the 
Vatican in 1986. Clancy said ‘the church may expect to profit much from Dr 
Coffey's continuing dedication to theological study.’ [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Odungo Nyang'ayo: ‘Church and State in Burundi' EPS 88.11.36 


This item is adapted from material distributed by Nairobi-based Africa Church 
Information Service before the recent massacres in Burundi. About 85 percent 
of the 5 million people in Burundi are counted as Christians, most of them 
Roman Catholics. 


The military government of Pierre Buyoya in Burundi has taken steps to 
normalise strained church-state relations in this central African country. 


In June, the government announced plans to return church property confiscated 
during the rule of President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, ousted in a bloodless coup 
in September 1987. 


The statement said, however, that the return would come in stages so as to 
avoid disrupting key sectors of the country's social structure such as 
education. 


It added that the government would also review the cases of foreign 
missionaries whose work permits had not been renewed (except for those who had 
been expelled). 


Relations between the government and the Roman Catholic Church had remained 
strained since the bloody ethnic struggles that culminated in the 1972 
uprising and consequent massacre of the majority Hutus by the minority Tutsis. 


Although the Roman Catholic Church, whose clergy include both Hutus and 
Tutsis, did not at first take sides as the repression of Hutus continued, it 
became more vocal against the repressions, attracting government displeasure. 


In return, the government more and more blamed the church for all the 
country's ills. 


In 1977, a year after Bagaza seized power, Christian primary schools were 
nationalised and religious broadcasts stopped. 


In 1979, Bagaza's government refused to renew the visas of 200 French 
missionaries and expelled 70 others. That drew a formal protest from the 
pope. Vatican officials spoke of church persecution in Burundi. 


Tensions reached a peak in 1985 when several Burundian priests and other 
church workers were arrested and jailed for varying periods. 


In 1986, the government nationalised seminaries and banned catechism 
instruction and missionary visits to schools. 


In 1987, it accused the Roman Catholic Church of subversion, disbanded parish 
councils, and banned weekday celebrations of the eucharist. 


Buyoya has stressed that he seized power to check his predecessor's excesses. 
He vowed to enhance freedom of worship in the country. 


Since taking power, he has strictly adhered to his promised programme of 
restoring the church role in society. Restrictions which had affected most 
denominations have been lifted. 


A month after he took power, Buyoya announced the reopening of Seventh-day 
Adventist churches and facilities throughout the country after four years of 
closure. They had been banned because church members refused to work on 
Saturday (including in government community-development projects). [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Church in Lesotho! EPS 88.11.37 


This is excerpted from the September issue of Work for Justice, published by 
the Transformation Resource Centre, Box 1388, Maseru 100, Lesotho. The centre 


is an ‘ecumenical resource centre for justice, peace, and participatory 
development.' 


--. The African independent churches, as opposed to the mainline churches, 
are, almost by definition, rooted in the soil of Lesotho. They raise their 


own support, they administer their own affairs, and they propagate their faith 
to other Basotho. 


The same is not true for the churches of foreign origin, whether mainline 
denominations or evangelical missions. ... The most striking fact about the 
mainline [Evangelical, Roman Catholic, Anglican] churches is that, even though 
all are well over 100 years old in Lesotho, none meets the criteria of 
self-management, self-propagation and self-support. All are striving to reach 
this goal, but none has succeeded. ... 


Self-Management: The top administration of all three churches is actually in 
the hands of Basotho. The Roman Catholic Church has five active bishops, all 
Basotho. The president and the executive secretary of the Lesotho 
Evangelical Church are Basotho. The Anglican diocesan bishop is a Mosotho. 


But it must be noted that support structures are often provided by outsiders, 
even though subject to local decision-making bodies. 


The principal missionary Catholic organization in Lesotho is the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, of whom less than half are Basotho. In the Lesotho 
Evangelical Church tthe accountant and the hospital administrators are 
expatriates. The Anglican suffragan bishop is a foreigner. 


At the parish level, the situation is similar. Most parish priests and 
pastors are Basotho, but there are still foreigners among their number. 
Moreover, many parishes cannot be filled because there are too few priests and 
pastors. 


Of the 91 parishes in the Lesotho Evangelical Church, 39 are vacant. 
Altogether, eight Catholic parishes out of the total of 76 in the four 
dioceses are now empty. In the Anglican church, which has only 3 expatriates 
out of the total of 43 active priests, the situation is somewhat better, with 
a mere 2 vacancies in the 26 parishes. ... 


Self Propagation: To this extent the churches are failing to carry out the 
mandate which they have created as well as inherited from abroad. They have 
accepted the foreign system of expensive church buildings and paid clergy, but 
have not been able fully to manage this sytem with their own resources. 


By their inability to provide enough new priests and pastors, they also fall 
short of the goal of self-—propagation. 


There is at present a slight increase in the number of candidates for the 
priesthood in the Catholic and Anglican churches, but the numbers still fall 
far short of the needs. 


There are more than 1000 catechists, evangelists and lay ministers in the 
three churches, but they do not make up for the lack of priests and pastors. 
[over] 
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The one area in which self-propagation is proceeding well is in the religious 
orders for women in the Catholic church. There are nine major orders in 
Lesotho, with more than 700 professed sisters, almost all Basotho, and the 
numbers are growing. 


Anglican religious communities for women, on the other hand, are expanding 
more slowly. 


In the Lesotho Evangelical Church there are no religious communities for women 
as such, but there are two women serving as ordained pastors in that church, 
as well as two in seminary, an area in which the Lesotho Evangelical Church is 
markedly ahead of the others. 


None of the churches is actively engaged in evangelism outside the circle of 
its members. The principal way in which new blood is brought into these 
mainline churches is through marriage, in that by Basotho custom a wife is 
expected to join the church to which her husband belongs. 


Active evangelism is left to foreign-supported evangelists and independent 
churches, who in fact often take members from other churches. 


Self-Support: Self-support is the final area, and here the weakness of the 
three main churches is most evident. Only the Lesotho Evangelical Church is 
able to pay its pastors out of funds raised locally, and even in this church 
the bulk of the administrative costs are paid from abroad. 


Moreover, pastors in the Lesotho Evangelical Church are paid less than 
Anglican priests, at a level well below what a professional person might 
expect. 


Anglican priests in Lesotho, however, are only able to receive their present 
Salary level because the Anglican church of Lesotho is part of the Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa. Under this arrangement, the stronger 
dioceses in the province assist the poorer dioceses. 


The result is that Anglicans in Lesotho do not have the burden of fully 
supporting their own priests, because they depend on the other dioceses in the 
province to supplement what the local church is willing to pay. 


Each parish is assessed by the diocese an amount which on average would meet 
Salary and pension allowances for priests, but in fact the total collected 
falls short of the amount expected. 


The Roman Catholic church is also unable to pay its priests in full from 
parish giving, despite the fact that Catholic priests, as single men, do not 
need the same level of support as married Anglican or Lesotho Evangelical 
ministers. The Catholics turn to the Congregation for the Propagation of the 
Faith in Rome for subsidies for clergy salaries, and to the German Catholic 
church for half its retirement funds. ... 


In fact, the average giving by church families [about 100,000 Roman Catholic, 
50,000 Evangelical, 12,000 Anglican] is so small as to raise the question 
whether they are serious about belonging to a church that they hope one day 
will be their own. ... 


Lesotho is not a desperately poor country by world standards. ... These 
families are contributing at most about two percent of their income to the 
church. This if far below their expenditures on domestic comforts. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Thomas: 'GDR Church Press — A Critical Ally' EPS 88.11.38 


This item appeared in Lutheran World Information (20 October). It was 
translated from German by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches, and has been edited Slightly. Thomas is the chief editor of the 
church weekly ‘Die Kirche' in Berlin/CDR (East Germany). 


A recent example of GDR church-state disagreement is coverage of a GDR 
ecumenical meeting last month on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 


State authorities forbade printing in church newspapers of a petition in a 
prayer for the meeting. It asked the help of God that deliberations at the 
meeting further 'the process of conversion and renewal in our country'. 
Church authorities said it is not for the state to edit church prayers. 


A two-and—a-half-hour meeting involving church and state representatives took 
place in Berlin/GDR 13 October. According to a church report, ‘the talks were 
occasioned by the increasing number of problems that have cropped up in church 
press work in recent months." State representatives ‘emphasized that [GDR] 
legal prescriptions have to be respected in church press work. The principle 
of separation of church and state is fundamental in church press work.' 

The church report said it was ‘again ... apparent that the two sides differ in 
their interpretation of the principle of separation between church and state, 
and consequently draw different conclusions from it. It was agreed that in 
further talks concerning specific questions in church press work, ways must be 
found to safeguard the essential work of informing the congregations. ...' 


The surprising demand from the State Press Office that church newspapers 
delete a petition from a prayer for the ecumenical GDR Convocation for 
Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation [EPS 88.10.103] has caused 
considerable consternation in parishes. 


With readers already annoyed about substantial intervention in reporting on 
the meeting of the Synod of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran and United 
regional] Churches in Dessau, the removal of the prayer of intercession 
started a groundswell of irritation. 


Evidence of that included the many phone calls, letters, and copies of formal 
petitions from readers reaching editorial offices, as well as the silent march 
from the church consistory to the press office in Berlin 10 October. 


Many people shared the feelings expressed in Magdeburg by the moderator of the 
assembly —- to prohibit the printing of a prayer is in the nature of sacrilege, 
that is, interference in exclusively church affairs. Speaking to the 200 or 
so demonstrators on 10 October, President Manfred Stolpe of the Berlin 
Evangelical Consistory summed up the present situation of the church press in 
the GDR as ‘absolutely intolerable’. 


Meanwhile, on 13 October, further talks on the matter took place between the 
president of the federation (Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich) and three state 
representatives, including Religious Affairs Secretary Kurt Loffler. 


During the talks, the state representatives drew attention to the legal basis 
on which church newspapers can be published in the GDR, in particular the 
State licence required of all GDR newspapers and journals. Besides formal 
aspects such as the number of copies, format, and publication frequency, the 
licence also lays down a framework for contents, which may not contravene the 


GDR constitution and laws. [over] 
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According to information from the federation secretariat, opinions differed on 
the interpretation of the legal provisions, the main issue being the absolute 
principle of separation of church and state. Precisely this has been the bone | 
of contention since the increased number of interventions by the office 
following the ecumenical assembly in Dresden last February [88.03.64]. 


State representatives interpret the principle of separation in an exclusive 
sense, in a way not unlike a conservative Lutheran two-kingdom doctrine. The 
church, it says, is responsible for people's religious needs. 


Thus, statements on social and political problems amount to ‘interference' in 
affairs which are the exclusive concern of the state; state interventions in 
the church press in the past eight months have come about because of this. 


In this view, subjects like legal security, participation of citizens in 
decision-making processes, the problems of emigration and freedom of movement, 
or pollution of the environment are not matters for the church press. This is 
so even when they offer critically constructive ideas to help solve the 
problems, as did the reports on the resolutions taken by the recent synod. 


In contrast with this is the official church view that the gospel is for the 
whole human person in all areas of life, and consequently also always has a 
social and political component. 


Since the conversation last March between Leich and GDR leader Erich Honecker 
[EPS 88.03.99], church bodies have repeatedly issued statements explaining 
this biblical view. 


It is clear, therefore, that talks on this basic issue in church-state 
relations must continue. 


On 13 October both sides again emphasized that there should be no move away 
from the church policy defined at the church-state summit talks on 6 March 
1978, and that is a policy aimed at dialogue. 


In fact there is no alternative to this if we in the GDR are to avoid a 
regression to the days of non-communication which we all believed to be long 
gone, and a style of 'class struggle' that belongs to the past - not just 
here, but between eastern and western Europe generally. 


The policy practised in various fields in the GDR in recent years - for 
instance in the question of travel - of a controlled opening which does not 
endanger stability in either domestic or foreign policy must be pursued more 
vigorously than before. 


This is essential for the development of our own country as well as for the 
building of our ‘common household' of Europe. 


Internal and external peace are two sides of the same coin. The church press 
with its modest publicity work wants to serve this development in the GDR. 


Church journalists know that in doing so they follow the exhortation of the 
prophet Jeremiah to his compatriots in the Babylonian exile 2500 years ago: 
"Seek the welfare of the city.' 


They hope, too, that in the dialogue with state and society, and through their 
work, they can show convincingly that they want to be ‘a critical ally' of 
this state, as has been said of the GDR church as a whole. [EPS] 
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A revised WCC Calendar of Meetings for the next two years is available from 
EPS. 


A fourth set of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. This 
set concentrates on the integrity of creation. Also available is the fourth 
(October) edition of Forum, newsletter of the WCC JPIC programme. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


#1, 28 October, on effects of Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua 
#2, 31 October, on effects of floods in Sudan 
#1, 27 October, on the refugee influx into Rwanda 


The WCC annual story, prepared as an edition of the WCC magazine One World, 
is now available for 1988 in Spanish. It is also available in French, German, 
and English, from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available 
is The Economics of Honor: Biblical Reflections on Money and Property by 
Roelf Haan. It costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at Box 286, London WC1X 
OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; fax: 44-1/837 4147. Among material it offers is 
an updated list (#6, 3 October) of people detained in Namibia for political 
reasons. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare, 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 8 November; the next is planned for 15 November. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


US$ 1 MILLION ASKED FOR 19 Ecumenical Press 
WEST BANK CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS Service 88.11.39 


GENEVA — The World Council of Churches has launched an appeal for one million 


US dollars 'to assure the continuation and the survival' of 19 church-related 
schools in the Israeli-occupied West Bank. 


The schools have a total enrolment of more than 5400 students (both Muslims 
and Christians), with 309 teachers and 132 administrative staff. Seven are 
under Lutheran auspices, five each Eastern Orthodox and Anglican, and two 
Quaker. All together, the operating deficit for the 19 schools in this and 
the previous school year is expected to total 1.75 million US dollars. 


Christain schools under threat, the appeal says, are ‘essential for the 
existence and survival of this Christian community. They are the only schools 
where a [Christian] religious education is provided' and offer a ‘democratic 
and healthy atmosphere in which Christians from various denominations mix and 
work with each other, as well as with Muslims.' 


A memo last month from the schools Says 'the nightmare of total collapse of 
our schools is becoming more real and is moving closer.' It estimates that 88 
percent of the West Bank schools should have funding from either the Israeli 
military government or the UN agency which deals with Palestinian refugees. 


Besides the religious schools in the appeal, there are Muslim schools funded 
by the Jordanian government or other Islamic sources, and Roman Catholic and 
Oriental Orthodox (Armenian, Coptic) schools said to have adequate funding. 


The appeal says the Christian schools foster "religious tolerance and national 
integration and unity’. It calls the joint request for financial assistance 
from the 19 an example of ecumenical ‘coordination and cooperation for mutual 
survival and development.' 


It notes that the schools have been closed for longer than expected - they 
were closed by Israeli order at least until 15 November - and that when 
allowed to open, have found themselves in a ‘critical financial situation’. 


It adds that the schools are ‘failing to cover overdue salaries of their 
teachers, and are unable to collect fees from the students who have to demand 
exemption or reduction in their tuition fees under the compelling threat of 
having to leave school. 


"Some of these schools have also incurred some damages caused by incidents 
related to the intifada' (the Arabic word used to describe the Palestinian 
Struggle against Israeli occupation which began late last year). 


The appeal notes that the Christian schools are 'highly appreciated by the 
various sectors of the Palestinian society' and play ‘an effective role in the 
protection and preservation of the Christian presence in Palestine, as well as 
in the surrounding region.' (Christians account for an estimated seven 
percent of the West Bank Palestinian population of about 900 000.) 


Signed by Director Klaus Poser of the WCC inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS), the appeal went to WCC-related mission, educational, and diaconal 
bodies. It results from ‘intensive exchange with our sister churches', the 
Middle East Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and others. 


Money raised is to go to a local coordinating committee of church and school 
leaders under MECC auspices. [EPS] 


ANTIOCH: ORIENTAL, EASTERN Ecumenical Press 
ORTHODOX RESOLVED TO REUNITE Service 88.11.40 


DAMASCUS - The Syrian (Oriental) and Greek (Eastern) Orthodox patriarchates of 
Antioch, based here, do not think a pan-Orthodox council is necessary before 
they can reunite. 


So reports Metropolitan Philip Saliba of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America (AOCANA). 


Saliba was interviewed in the November issue of the archdiocesan monthly on a 
meeting he had earlier this year with Patriarch Ignatius IV. 


Ignatius heads the Eastern Orthodox patriarchate, of which AOCANA is part. 


Saliba suggested that the two patriarchates can act to reunite without waiting 
for a go-ahead from a pan-Orthodox council. 


‘Since the problem was ... Antiochian ... in origin', he observed, ‘a clear 
theological position should be articulated by Antiochian theologians after 
this unity is’ restored, and presented to all sister autocephalous 
[self-governing] Orthodox churches.' 


Oriental Orthodoxy diverged from most of the rest of Christianity in the wake 
of the Fourth Ecumenical Council, in Chalcedon (in what is now Turkey) in 
451. That meeting defined a Christian understanding of the divine and human 
natures of Jesus Christ. 


It described the two natures as united in the one person of Jesus Christ 
‘without confusion, without change, without division, without separation, the 
distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union ... [in] one 
person and subsistence.' 


The Orientals did not accept the Chalcedonian formulation. 


In recent years, however, theologians have come to view that disagreement over 
the Chalcedonian definition as terminological rather than a divergence in 
faith. 


A commission representing the two patriarchates has been working since 1986 to 
work out details of the proposed Antiochian reunion [EPS 86.12.49]. 


‘Of course', Saliba observed, ‘there are practical problems which must be 
addressed such as the existence of two patriarchates, two synods, the 
difference in liturgical rites, the calendar, etc.' 


But, he added, ‘it was felt ... such practical problems are not monumental, 
and can be resolved through a healthy dialogue between the two patriarchates.' 


The total membership of the two patriarchates is roughly four million. The 
bulk of it is in the Middle East and Latin America. 


In addition to the two Orthodox patriarchates of Antioch, there are three 
Roman Catholic patriarchates of Antioch. They have different liturgical uses. 


One is based in Damascus (Melkite), one in Beirut (Syrian), and one in Bkerké, 
Lebanon (Maronite). [EPS] 


LATIN AMERICAN ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
ASSEMBLY OKs NEW PROGRAMS Service 88.11.41 


This item is based on reporting by Théo Buss. 


INDAIATUBA (S@ Paulo/Brazii) - The Second Assembly (here, 28 October-2 
November) of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) decided to launch 
five new CLAI programs, elected a new Junta Directiva (executive committee), 


and resolved to combine celebration and activism with reflection and dialogue 
in its work in the years ahead. 


The new CLAI programs deal with ecology, health, Christian education, youth, 
and family life. 


The assembly called for energetic measures to protect the environment, and 
theological reflection on creation in the context of the Latin American 
situation. It endorsed a survey and a seminar related to youth issues. 


A recommendation that members direct one percent of their annual budgets to 
support CLAI was approved. The assembly was distressed when told that 
currently 97 percent of the CLAI income of about 500 000 US dollars comes from 
overseas ecumenical organizations. 


In elections for the 17-member junta, three blacks, four women, and one 
descendant of the first inhabitants of the region were among those chosen from 
the five CLAI regions - Andes, Central America, Brazil, Rio de la Plata, and 
the Caribbean and Northwest South America. After each round of voting, lively 
debates took place on the assembly floor. 


Re-elected as president was Argentine Methodist Bishop Frederico Pagura. The 
vice presidents are Carlos Sanchez (El Salvador, Baptist) and Gabriel Vaccaro 
(Argentina, Pentecostal). The secretary is Hector Mendez (Cuba, Reformed). 


In his address to the assembly, Pagura said CLAI must be ‘faithful to Latin 
America, which has been struck by an unprecedented' economic crisis, worse 
than that of the depression years of the 1930s. 


Such a situation, he said, calls for a ‘profound biblical spirituality lived 
out in the struggle against the powers of death such as hunger, oppression, 
injustice, pollution, war, and deceit. 


Pagura estimated that 130 million people in Latin America (out of a total 
population of more than 400 million) experience chronic hunger. 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches invited Latin 
Americans to show solidarity with those struggling against white-minority 
domination in South Africa and Namibia, and with those working to convene a 
peace conference on the Middle East. 


Referring to the upcoming 500th anniversary in 1992 of the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus and his company in the Western Hemisphere, Castro 
Suggested that those who live in the Americas, as well as Asians and Africans, 
use the time to reconsider their history. 


Some are planning to use the anniversary to commemorate and celebrate the 
"discovery' of the region, and positive aspects of the missionary outreach 
there of the European church. Others, however, stress that the region was 
inhabited for centuries before Columbus arrived, and highlight centuries of 
mistreatment by Europeans and their descendants of the original inhabitants 


and their descendants. [over] 
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There was a standing ovation from the 600 assembly participants when Pagura 
welcomed Paulo Evaristo Cardinal Arns, the Roman Catholic archbishop of Sao 
Paulo. 


Pagura described him as a representative of the prophetic church who raises 
his voice against the powers of darkness. 


Arns spoke of the struggle for human rights and dignity, rural migration into 
cities, justice for workers, and the role of church-related ‘base communities' 
in promoting justice. 


He denounced the injustice of the international economic system, which 
particularly affects Brazil and the rest of Latin America. 


Reflecting on a proposed trips to the Soviet Union and China (which he has not 
yet taken) he noted that he has been asked to discuss various aspects of 
Christian life and faith, and not just before church audiences, but also 
before secular groups such as Soviet youth organizations. 


That, Arns said, reflects notable changes in those two countries. 


A recent Vatican decision, yet to take effect, greatly reduces the size of his 
archdiocese, which, with an estimated Roman Catholic population of 9.7 
million, has been the largest in the world. 


This decision has been taken by some as a sign of Vatican displeasure with 
archdiocesan pastoral policies which stress collegiality and shared power. 


Nonetheless, Arns was recently elected as presiding bishop of the 40 Roman 
Catholic dioceses in the state. 


Based in Quito (Ecuador), CLAI has 136 member bodies. The traditions from 
which CLAI denominations come include Pentecostal (about one quarter), 
Methodist, Lutheran (about one fifth each), Reformed including Presbyterian 
(about one sixth), United and other (about one tenth), Anglican, and Baptist 
(about six percent each). 


Assembly days began with worship at 6h30, reflecting various traditions 
reflected in the CLAI membership. It included enthusiastic hymn singing, 
Brazilian rhythms, and lively movement which shook the rafters. 


In connection with Sunday worship during the assembly, thousands joined 
assembly participants at the end for dancing in lines on the lawn of the 
sports stadium to the music of a tropical orchestra. 


There were also daily Bible studies and testimonies. 


At one session, Carlos Sanchez, a pastor from El Salvador, said that 
structures of violence and oppression in Central America have compelled the 
church in the area to seek peace and justice by fighting them. 


He estimated that such structures had killed 300 000 of the 15 million people 
of Central America in the past decade. 


Because of their efforts on behalf of the poor and the oppressed, he 
testified, church people there have been persecuted, slandered, and martyred. 
[EPS] 


INTER—ORTHODOX RELATIONS IN Ecumenical Press 
NORTH AMERICA: ‘LOWEST EBB' Service 88.11.42 


ENGLEWOOD (New Jersey) - Philip Saliba, who heads one of the main Eastern 
Orthodox jurisdictions in North America, says relations among the various 
parts of Eastern Orthodoxy on the continent are ‘at their lowest ebb'. 


Metropolitan Philip made his comments in an interview in the November issue of 
The Word, the official periodical of his Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America (part of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch and All the East, based in Damascus, headed by Patriarch Ignatius IV). 


Reporting on a meeting earlier this year with Ignatius, Philip observed that 
the conference of Eastern Orthodox bishops in North America (SCOBA) is ‘almost 
dead'. 


He also referred to 'the unfortunate letter' sent by Archbishop Iakovos of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America (part of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, based in Istanbul, headed by Patriarch Dimitrios I). 


Philip said the letter from Iakovos directed bishops in the Greek archdiocese 
not to take part in liturgies with 'the Antiochian Evangelical Orthodox clergy 
who were canonically ordained and received by the Patriarchate of Antioch.’ 


He said Ignatius ‘expressed his great surprise and dismay at such an 
unbrotherly act' and ‘promised to take the matter directly to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate .... 


‘We all felt that such acts do not contribute to a healthy Orthodox climate of 
peace, cooperation, and unity.' 


Last year, the Evangelical Orthodox Church became part of the Antiochian 
archdiocese [EPS 86.10.112; 87.10.20]. The EOC was founded in 1979 by people 
formerly active in agencies such as Campus Crusade and Youth for Christ. 


Under terms of the reception, EOC bishops and other clergy were re-ordained, 
under Antiochian auspices. 


The former EOC bishops became a council of priests within the Antiochian 
archdiocese to coordinate the life and work of former EOC parishes and 
agencies. 


Noting planned inter-Orthodox talks in Switzerland next February, Philip said 
the situation of Orthodox in areas such as North America, where Orthodoxy has 
not been the main form of Christianity, 'cannot be, and must not be discussed 
in absentia.' 


He called for the inclusion of theologians from North America in that meeting. 


In the Americas, western Europe, Australia, and some other places, Orthodox 
jurisdictions overlap, with memberships reflecting ethnic differences. 


As a result, several Orthodox bishops exercise jurisdiction in the same 
- geographic area. 


Such situations are generally considered contrary to Orthodox regulations. 
[EPS] 


ISRAELI ELECTION RESULTS: Ecumenical Press 
"ALARMING DIRECTION' SEEN Service 88.11.43 


LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - Results of the elections this month in Israel were to be 
expected, according to General Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East 
Council of Churches. He said 'the significant gains made by the right-wing 
and religious—based parties' reflect ‘developments in Israeli society towards 
positions and policies espoused by right-wing and fundamentalist groups.' 


He spoke of an ‘alarming direction' in Israeli politics ‘which signals an 
increasing historical and religious justification for the oppression of the 
Palestinian people, and a denial of their right to self-determination.' If 
that continues, he added, 'then Israel, which for its people is supposed to be 
the instrument of their physical survival, will become the instrument of their 
moral decline, and possibly of their self-—destruction.' 


Habib noted that after nearly a year of the Palestinian ‘intifada’ (an Arabic 
word usually rendered in English as ‘'uprising') against Israeli rule, there 
are indications from the Palestinian leadership suggesting a clear willingness 
to make concessions. 


Similarly, he said, ‘we had hoped that recent developments in Israel would 
also have led Jewish society to rethink its attitude and policies in a way 
that would have allowed it to liberate itself from the position of an 
oppressor, and from the syndrome that separates Jews and Gentiles, to a 
situation of solidarity for justice and peace among all suffering people in 
the Holy Land.' 


‘One would think in principle that the success of the religious parties should 
mean a greater emphasis on God's common justice and peace', Habib remarked. 
‘Is this a possibility within the present ideological and political framework 
in Israel?' he asked. 


Habib called for people to ‘distinguish between the machinery of Israeli 
oppression, and the Israeli people themselves. Let us not forget that nearly 
half of the Israeli electorate voted for parties who are in favour of 
negotiations, and who are therefore ready to consider making concessions in 
the interest of peace. One would like to think that this is indicative of the 
potential for securing peace, and for fulfilling our hope for a better future 
for both Arabs and Jews in the Holy Land', he concluded. [EPS] 


UK: FREE PRESBYTERIANS DISCIPLINE Ecumenical Press 
LORD CHANCELLOR FOR ATTENDING MASS Service 88.11.44 


GLASGOW - Lord Chancellor Mackay of Clashfern, who presides over the House of 
Lords, has been disciplined by the 6600-member Free Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, of which he is an elder, because he attended Roman Catholic 
eucharists (last July and in 1986) marking the deaths of two lawyer colleagues. 


Meeting here (4 November), the 20-person FPCS Southern Presbytery voted by a 
majority of two to suspend Lord Mackay for six months and bar him from 
communion. The session (leadership) of his own congregation, in Edinburgh, 
has unanimously supported him and appealed to the next FPCS synod, in 
Inverness next May. Until then, the sentence is suspended. 


Last May, the synod suspended a former FPCS moderator because in chairing a 
regional working party on religious education, he asked a Roman Catholic 
priest to open a meeting with prayer [EPS 88.06.29]. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Dario Alampay: 'Proselytism in the Philippines (I)' EPS 88.11.45 


Alampay is a pastor in Manila of the United Church of Christ in the 


Philippines. This is excerpted from the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Proselytism in the Philippines today is more than just a sheep-stealing issue 
among the scandalously divided churches. If it were merely sheep-stealing, 
the shame and sin of proselytism could be forgivable. 


As is now practised, it has taken an ideological dimension such that not only 
are churches being divided, but even the social and political structures of 
the people are being destabilized. 


Contemporary proselytizers are using the gospel as an antidote to godless 
communism and the cult of satanism; their unbiblical and untheological message 
is, 'Jesus is the answer and the only alternative to communism and satanism.' 


Communism is made to appear as the main source of all evils that plague our 
country and the world. ... [Crusades led] by supposedly internationally-known 
Christian evangelists coming mostly from the United States have only this 
message to proclaim: ‘Join the crusades. Be a part of it. Fight communism and 
Satanism. Be healed and find peace and happiness.’ 


--- In a good number of churches today, especially churches organized by 
para-church organizations, only members who display the spiritual badge of 
born-again Christians are considered true Christian. 


Those who are not are considered godless, idolaters, and, worst, as 
communists. The Philippines today is gripped and being divided by this 
communist hysteria. 


More than any political group that is encouraging and spreading this communist 
hysteria are para-church organizations, international evangelistic crusaders, 
fundamentalist 'Bible-believing' sects, and a number of other charitable 
organizations using the name of Christ. 


A supposedly well-known evangelist with a Bible school in San Diego 
(California/USA) established an office here in Manila for the purpose of 
conducting evangelistic meetings and seminars for ministers and lay people of 
the various churches here in the Philippines. 


The office is located in the Hilton Hotel. A minister of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines was hired to coordinate its programmes and 
activities. 


One of the attractions of this study programme is the opportunity to go to the 
United States. Except for the transportation, everything is free during the 
period of study. A good number of ministers and lay people who went to attend 
the school did not return. It was used as an opportunity to illegally stay in 


the US. 


When the ministers and lay people who attended the training programmes start 
implementing what they have learned, they cause a great disservice to the life 
and unity of the church, because they become very dogmatic in their 


evangelistic methodology. 


Their dogmatism alienates some members of the church. In some cases those who 
attended the seminars and participated in the evangelistic meetings form their 
own separate congregations or join other groups. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Proselytism in the Philippines (II)’ EPS 88.11.46 


This anonymous reflection is taken from the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of 
the World Council of Churches. 


.-. [On a bus, I met a couple.] They told me they had been working for a month 
with Youth With A Mission, an organization in the United States. They had 
decided not to return to the United States and were living in a rather poor 
section of Manila in a hotel. They characterized their work as evangelism 
among the poor. 


They were frustrated, however, that they knew no Tagalog [the Philippine 
language]. They were also considering taking Bibles (English language) into 
China as part of a vacation there. ... They were also planning to witness in 
China but admitted knowing no Chinese. 


A second encounter was with three middle-aged gentlemen who had come from 
Seattle (sponsored by a local Methodist church). They wished to find a cheap 
place to stay so they could witness and give out Bibles to the poor. Again - 
they had no prior language training and they were equipped with English Bibles. 


Both ... groups I mention showed an interest in learning Tagalog - but were 
dismayed at the cost of a course. Neither had extra money for such training - 
nor any source of support and guidance in the country. ... 


The third event was sponsored by the Full Gospel Businessmen's Association. 
Over three months they sought to establish a Friday Bible-study-—and-prayer 
group to include young adults and college students. 


Mrs B.E. was a well-respected leader in her church, which was a frequent forum 
for her announcements. Nonetheless, after three months she had not recruited a 
single student (pagan or Christian). 


The reason was quite simple. The Bible study was held in the Hilton Hotel and 
few of her recruitees could afford a cup of coffee in such a place. Some 
frankly could not dress well enough to enter. The Bible study was in English. 


Although the targeted students could speak English, they invariably conversed 
and discussed in Tagalog. I found they had great difficulty sharing thoughts 
and feelings in English. 


A fourth event was the distribution of the film Distant Thunder by the Campus 
Crusade for Christ. It made the round of Protestant youth groups in Manila 
until it came to be shown in the Abot-Kamay, an evangelistic fellowship which 
... tried to attract non-Christians to listen to evangelical sermons. The 
film was in English, but it still attracted a collection of squatter children, 
the clients of the church's social welfare programmes. 


The film is based on Hal Lindsey's works. What is bizarre in this depiction 
(made in 1972) of life after the rapture is that it so clearly focuses on the 
fears and worries of middle-class Americans. I can assure you that what was 
tribulation in this film seemed paradise to most of its viewers. 


Indeed the point was lost even on the better educated (and fed) members of the 
group. Even those who showed it were a bit embarrassed in the end. The 
squatter children stayed for sandwiches then faded into the night. 


It was odd to me that the Bible Society had available very cheap Bibles and 
tracts in all the Filipino dialects - but none of ‘these groups I have 
mentioned used them. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: 'The Continuing Crisis in Lebanon' EPS 88.11.47 


This is the conclusion of an historical overview of Lebanon prepared for a 
conference on Lebanon at _ the Evangelical Academy in Hofgeismar, Federal 
Germany, 25-27 November. A Lebanese, Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East 


with the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva. 


... [Lebanon today] is divided, traumatized, unconstitutional, occupied, and 
seeking salvation from the international powers. Predicting what is to happen 
next is guesswork, but here are some positive trends 


e 
eeeee 


Nie Over the years, the Lebanese have a record of communal coexistence they 
will not easily forget. 


2 The sectarian tension which Lebanon has experienced over the years has 
been largely fuelled by political mismanagement, both domestically and 
regionally. The social integration among the Lebanese communities before the 
current crisis was impressive. 


3a There are some five million Lebanese emigrants who wish to see Lebanon 
recover its unity, sovereignty, and prosperity. ... 


4. Lebanon will not remain divided for long because the desire to divide is 
not shared by the majority of the people. Religion as a political identity is 
too competitive to allow for good neighbourliness among separated communities 
who belong to one race, speak one language, and who are confined in a small 
area. The Lebanese have a lot more in common than their leaders acknowledge. 


Those who do not see a bright future for Lebanon emphasize other realities: 


ha The new generation of the Lebanese have grown up with the sound and light 
of exploding gunpowder; many have become fanatic. They know little about 
Lebanon, the house of intellect and dialogue. 


2 In the last 18 years, a culture of violence through the militia systems 
has developed. The return to a way of life based on pure law and order would 
need miraculous re-education. 


33 The political leaders who have emerged through the militia order are 
still in command today, and they are not likely to give up their visions, 
their power, or their privileges easily. 


4. Some Lebanese feel that the regimes of the region do not wish to see 
Lebanon ever being more than a country providing comfort and pleasure 
facilities. Many hold to the theory that the re-establishment of Lebanon as 
a model/stimulus for parliamentary life may be too threatening to its _ 
neighbours. 


aS The lifestyle difference between Christians and lower-income Muslims has 
become severe. The two contrasting religious approaches have split the 
Lebanese for some time to come. One promotes total Western modernity, while 
the other promotes Islamic tradition. 


6. It is so difficult to solve the Lebanese question without dealing with 
the Palestinian one. 


Those who focus on the recent past and the immediate future are likely to be 
pessimistic about Lebanon's future. Those who believe in Lebanon as an idea, 
as a positive human record, expect a lasting solution to come. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘An Appreciation of Shoki Coe' EPS 88.11.48 


This is excerpted from an item prepared by the Programme on Theological 
Education of the World Council of Churches in the wake of the death of Shoki 
Coe (C.H. Hwang), 28 October 1988, in Seaford (England/UK). Coe directed the 
Theological Education Fund before it became part of the WCC in 1977. 


... He was to become the personification of the mutual influence that TEF and 
theological training centres in the Third World exercised on each other. 
Shoki published ... not only a critique of '‘'church-directed ministry', i.e. 
clergy-oriented and one-person ministry, but also proposed a ‘world-directed 
ministry’. 


Further, he contributed the term ‘'contextualization' to the vocabulary of 
theological education. Taking off from the idea of ‘demythologization' 
popularized by Rudolf Bultmann, the great German theologian, and Paul Tillich 
the great American theologian, Shoki proposed the '‘'de-contextualization' of 
the Western church and theology as a precondition for ‘re-contextualization' 
of the younger churches. 


Distinguishing indigenisation from political opportunism, Shoki stressed that 
the incarnation process is indispensable for the theology in the younger 
churches and, therefore, for contextualization. 


Shoki ... had a sensitive political sense. That was a natural consequence, 
if not part, of his thoughts on 'world-directed ministry'. The ... government 
of General Chiang Kai-shek saw the church and Taiwan Theological College 
[where he was principal, 1949-65, before joining TEF, first as assistant 
director, 1965-70, and then as director, 1970-77] as the potential centre of 
Formosan sentiment. That soon posed the issue of whether having faith in 
Jesus Christ is necessarily to be anti-communist. 


In the midst of that issue lay the question of whether the People's Republic 
of China, a communist nation, should be accepted as a member of the United 
Nations. The World Council of Churches of which the Presbyterian Church of 
Taiwan was a member, had supported the acceptance of China. 


Consequently, the Taiwan government, with US pressure, pressured the PCT to 
withdraw from the WCC. Shoki's role in exposing the real reasons for that 
withdrawal letter of July 1970 enabled the WCC not to take any decision to 
accept it. 


At home, Shoki took courageous stances with regard to the social issues, 
which, of course, did not endear him to the Nationalist government. For 
security reasons, his family left Taiwan in 1959, and he was to follow suit in 
1965, albeit into a 'voluntary' exile. 


In 1973, Shoki helped found Formosan Christians for Self-—Determination. He 
was its unofficial leader. The aim of the movement was and is to give visible 
demonstration of the Christian view of human rights for Formosa, to work for a 
fair and just determination in Formosa and also for a free and just society. 


Shoki was involved in politics, and unashamedly so. But he was not a 
politician. He was first and foremost a Christian and a theologian who 
allowed his faith and theology to impact his life in church as in state. ... 


Shoki ... was ... very human, very loving, rooted in the world and yet mindful 
of the things transcendent. He had tremendous energy .... He was very much 
upheld and supported in his ministry by his wife and two children. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Joe Peacock: "Liturgical Reform in Russian Orthodoxy’ EPS 88.11.49 


Peacock, a US Quaker, has recently been a visiting student at the Eastern 
Orthodox theological academy in Leningrad. This is excerpted from a longer 


article about an international church Study conference in Leningrad early this 
year. 


-.. The most immediate and controversial question of liturgical reform facing 
the Russian Orthodox Church today concerns the language of the liturgy. In 
the ninth century, Saints Cyril and Methodius created the Church Slavonic 


language in order to provide a translation of Greek liturgical texts in the 
vernacular. 


The various Slavonic dialects evolved Separately from it, however, and by 
around the 12th century Church Slavonic was only a written language and at a 
later point it became a ... sacred language in the narrow sense of the term. 


Church Slavonic itself also experienced simplifications and regional 
adaptations so that the form used by the Russian Orthodox Church today differs 
both from the original language and its other contemporary regional forms. 


It is paradoxical that while Orthodox liturgical texts are particularly rich 
both in poetic form and dogmatic content, accurate understanding of the texts 
has historically been lacking on the popular level. The recent appearance of 
educated young people in Orthodox churches in the Soviet Union has again 
raised the question of understanding. 


While some Church Slavonic texts are not difficult for Russians to understand, 
others, particularly readings from the Old and New Testaments (because they 
are not often repeated) are difficult even for those who have studied the 
language. 


For some young people the incomprehensibility of the liturgy is a barrier to 
participation. There is therefore concern among some in the Russian Orthodox 
Church that Church Slavonic may be one of the reasons why the Baptist church 
seems to be growing more rapidly in the Soviet Union. 


Most Orthodox believers, however, cling tenaciously to Church Slavonic and 
church scholars claim that its more complex and 'flexible' grammar makes it 
much superior to Russian for an accurate rendering of the dogmatic nuances of 
the text. 


At the conference, Archimandrite Raphail of the Georgian Orthodox Church 
probably spoke for many in arguing for the continued use of Church Slavonic. 
He maintained that ancient languages, such as Church Slavonic, are by nature 
spiritual and synthetic in character, while modern languages such as Russian 
are analytical and rational. 


Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk is known to be an advocate of the use of more 
Russian in the liturgy. As rector of the Theological Academy he had 
introduced the reading of the Old Testament Lesson, Epistle and Gospel in 
Russian, a practice which was discontinued after his departure. 


In his paper at this conference, Kirill stressed the need to listen carefully 
to the various voices in this debate: 


"For those concerned about the problem of the witness of the church, the 
liturgical language currently used in our church is a hindrance to the 
assimilation by modern people of the richness and beauty of Orthodox worship, 
because Church Slavonic language lost the comprehensibility it once possessed 
not only for ordinary people but also for the intelligentsia. ... [over] 
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'The opposing viewpoint is based on a pious’ conservatism. It seems 
inconceivable to deface the holy word as it has been bequeathed to us by our 
fathers and grandfathers. Particularly today, in the flow of our fast-moving 
life with all its irritating and vain novelty, the stability of liturgical 
form and the customary language are linked to the firmness and steadfastness 
of church existence which has withstood the test of time.' 


According to Archbishop Kirill, the most important task facing the Russian 
Orthodox Church today is not to decide these issues, but rather to set in 
motion a process of study and reflection on these questions so that the church 
can eventually reach decisions in a way that is truly ‘conciliar'. ... 


This question of the process by which reform should be undertaken was also the 
central theme of the paper presented by Father John Meyendorff (Orthodox 
Church in America), whose writings on church history and patristics, printed 
in the West, are sufficiently well known to Orthodox seminarians in the USSR 
to assure him great respect here. 


Meyendorff pointed out that liturgical practices have always been subject to 
adaptation and development, such as the extensive adaptation of features of 
Byzantine imperial ceremonies into the liturgy of the medieval church. 
Liturgy, he said, must retain both a link with the past and a living testimony 
to the modern world. 


Meyendorff acknowledged the problem of the incomprehensibility of the 
liturgy. When the divine service is frozen in an unintelligible form, he 
said, popular piety can easily take the form of sentimentalism and 
superstition: ‘When people do not understand the meaning of customs, they 
invent their own.' 


On the other hand, there is a strong need for continuity, especially '... at 
this time when the church does not enjoy the official support of the state or 
the public anywhere.' 


Meyendorff stressed the need to learn ‘the lessons of the past', i.e. to learn 
from the failures and successes of past reforms. The reforms introduced by 
Patriarch Nikon in the 17th century were clearly a failure in that they led to 
the schism of the Old Believers, which divides the church to this day. 
Before then, many, even far more serious reforms had taken place quite 
painlessly. 


Also, at almost the same time, much more dubious reforms were being introduced 
by Metropolitan Peter Mogilia in the Ukraine, without resistance. While Peter 
Mogilia was seen as a defender of Orthodoxy, however, Nikon was regarded with 
distrust. His reforms were simply enforced 'from above' without the consent 
of ordinary believers. 


According to Meyendorff, a relationship of trust and an attitude of consent 
are essential to successful reform: 'The faith of the church is preserved not 
only by apostolic succession but by the whole people of God.' 


Meyendorff said that a more successful example of reform was that carried out 
by the Second Vatican Council in the Roman Catholic Church. ... However, the 
Vatican II reforms were not without their faults, according to Meyendorff. 
They led to ‘a dangerous secularization of worship life in the West' and were 
to such an extent enforced 'from above' that they resulted in a schismatic 
movement of ‘old believers' who are still resisting the reforms. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/46) 


A revised WCC Calendar of Meetings for the next two years is available from 
EPS. 


A fourth set of resource materials on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. This 
set concentrates on the integrity of creation. Also available is the fourth 
(Qctober) edition of Forum, newsletter of the WCC JPIC programme. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


#1, 28 October, on effects of Hurricane Joan in Nicaragua 
#2, 31 October, on effects of floods in Sudan 
#1, 27 October, on the refugee influx into Rwanda 


The WCC annual story, prepared as an edition of the WCC magazine One World, 
is now available for 1988 in Spanish. It is also available in French, German, 
and English, from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available 
is The Economics of Honor: Biblical Reflections on Money and Property by 
Roelf Haan. It costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 6.50 US dollars, or 3.95 UK pounds. 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at Box 286, London WC1X 
OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; fax: 44-1/837 4147. Among material it offers is 
an updated list (#6, 3 October) of people detained in Namibia for political 
reasons. 


An international meeting for church representatives on the situation of the 
six Frontline States (Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Angola, and 
Mozambique) in connection with the policies of South Africa is scheduled for 
Harare, 21-25 November. Journalists are welcome to cover this meeting in 
person. Details are available from WCC/News & Information, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. EPS plans coverage. If you have special coverage needs (e.g., 
length, deadlines, frequency, focus) please specify them in advance. 


Information for journalists about European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 15 November; the next is planned for 24 November. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


ESTONIAN CHURCH YOUTH SUGGEST Ecumenical Press 
PRAYER EMPHASES, NOTE CONCERNS Service 88.11.50 


TALLINN - In a message to all the parishes of the Estonian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (EELK), participants in an EELK-wide youth conference (here, 
27-29 October) urged a series of special prayer emphases. 


Theme of the conference, which included about 200 Estonian Lutheran 
participants, plus a notable number of Lutheran and ecumenical observers from 


within Estonia and other parts of the Soviet Union and overseas, was 'Witness 
and Service’. 


In their message, conference participants said that during their meeting they 
"spoke of the hope which has grown in us during this year, the hope to witness 
more freely to our faith and to better serve our neighbours. Our discussions 
focused on the constitution and the legislation on religious freedom. 


"In order that the discussions not remain only discussions', they added, 'we 
invite all the Christians in Estonia to pray for the future of our country and 
people on the coming Sundays.' 


Emphases proposed were 'the sufferings of the Armenian people' (6 November), 
"the future of the Latvian people' (13 November; the anniversary of Latvian 
independence, which ended when it became part of the Soviet Union during World 
War II, is 18 November), 'the leaders of the government, social organizations, 
and popular movements [in Estonia and throughout the Soviet Union] so that the 
Lord may give them wisdom to discern between good and bad, right and wrong, 
and to receive wisdom and good proposals' (20 November). 


Also, 'the freedom of Estonia' (27 November; the 70th anniversary of the 
beginning of the ‘Estonian liberation war' is 28 November), and ‘world peace 
and unity for all Christians and all people of good will in the world' (4 
December). 


The message also urged that the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All 
Souls Day) be observed on the eve of 2 November by the lighting of candles in 
church and house windows and at’ graveyards. That practice has’ been 
discouraged, and gradually forgotten during the Soviet period. 


A separate message was addressed to the Estonian state leadership expressing 
surprise and alarm at certain constitutional changes proposed for the Soviet 
Union which would decrease the prerogatives of its various constituent 
republics such as Estonia. 


It calls those changes '‘unacceptable' as they ‘conflict with the interests of 
Estonia and Estonians'. It reminds ‘members of the Supreme _ Soviet 
[legislature] of the Estonian SSR of their calling to stand for the interests 
of their own country, as well as of the responsibility to God and to the 
people which goes with that calling. 


"Changes in the society and the actions of the government should guarantee 
each republic more independence and self-determination than at present', it 
continues. It urges that the Estonian leadership, ‘together with the 
governments and leadership of popular movements in Latvia, Lithuania, and 
other interested republics', meet to discuss the constitutional proposals. 


Estonian officials went to Moscow (9 November) to argue against some proposed 
changes. Tass news agency said 'their position was listened to attentively’, 
but 'did not find support with the deputies' of the Supreme Soviet (the USSR 
legislature). It was to approve the amendments 29 November. [EPS] 


LITURGICAL PRACTICES Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT NORWAY DEBATE Service 88.11.51 


OSLO - In recent weeks, various liturgical practices in the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway (NK) have prompted debates. 


Contrary to general NK usage, Fredrik Grgnningsaer, bishop of the 
S¢r-Halogaland diocese, has re-introduced a crosier (staff) and ring as signs 
of episcopal office. 


The bishop characterizes negative comments on the symbols as ‘puritan 
over-reaction'. He is using his crosier only within his diocese. 


"The church has a rich language of symbols which should not be turned down', 
he observes. 'I cannot help smiling if the use of this fine, old symbol 
should become a matter of major concern.' 


Though crosiers, rings, and also mitres (special episcopal hats) are routinely 
used in some other Nordic Lutheran churches, they have not been part of 
Norwegian usage since Lutheranism was introduced in the 1530s. 


In the past, the conference of NK bishops agreed that cope [semi-circular 
cloak] and pectoral cross are the NK episcopal signs. 


Georg Hille, NK bishop of Hamar, objects that 'the crosier gives the 
impression that the episcopal ministry is more important than it is.' 


Adds Hille, 'We have been restrictive towards high-church symbols. I really 
hope this will not break through.' 


Andreas Aarflot, NK bishop of Oslo, and Ole Herman Fisknes, director general 
at the government ministry of church and education, have also reacted 
negatively to the Sgr-Halogaland crosier. 


In September, the NK National Council removed a sentence saying that bishops 
might use a crosier from a proposal expanding the use of liturgical vestments 
and accessories. The NK General Synod was to debate the document at its 
meeting this month. 


The proposal allows deacons, organists, catechists, and others performing 
liturgical functions to wear albs, though they are to be different from those 
worn by priests, and only priests should wear stoles. 


In another liturgical debate, Aarflot has asked a parish in his diocese to 
remove an icon, said its choir should stop kneeling at the point in the 
liturgy at which the Words of Institution are read, and asked that incense not 
be used at parish liturgies. 


The parish, Gamle Aker, has for some time been a centre of NK liturgical 
renewal, and Aarflot generally praises that in his visitation report. 


The parish pastor, Torgeir Havgar, says it ‘cannot halt expressions of 
spontaneity in our services.' 


He says that icons help some people as a ‘window to God'. In general, he 
comments, art is too little valued in the Church of Norway. He notes that 
incense has been used at Gamle Aker only at Christmas and Easter. [EPS] 


USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
HEARS PHILIPPINES REPORTS Service 88.11.52 


TARRYTOWN (New York) (Tracy Early) - Anglican Bishop Richard Abellon, 
president of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, told the 
governing board of the [US] National Council of Churches (meeting here, 2-4 
November) that the ‘euphoria’ after Corazon Aquino replaced Ferdinand Marcos 
as Philippines president in 1986 is gone, and a 'golden opportunity' lost. 


"Traditional dynasties have regained the dominant role that had been broken by 
the Marcos monopoly', he said. "A group of young colonels began working for 
a greater role for the military. Peace negotiations broke down and war 


resumed. Human rights became a lost priority. Land reform remains a dream. 
Probably we were naive.’ 


At another session, commemorating the 40th anniversary of the UN Human Rights 
Declaration, NCCP General Secretary Feliciano Carino reported on its recent 
human-rights activity and obstacles confronting human-rights advocates. 'In 
less than two years, five human rights lawyers have been assassinated under 
the Cory Aquino government', he said. 


Carino told of NCCP officials locating Noel Villalba, now in Hong Kong 
directing the Asian Coalition for Peoples Organizations, after he was secretly 
imprisoned and tortured. Carino thanked the US council for pressing the 
Philippines government to release Villalba. 


Immediately after the board meeting, Abellon, Carino and other members of an 
NCCP delegation, began a consultation with representatives of the NCC on how 
they could work together on such issues as US military bases in the 
Philippines. 


Christopher Durasingh, director-elect of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, reported to board members on a 
1987 consultation on ecumenical sharing of resources [EPS 87.11.44]. Ai eal 
for something ‘radically new' came in its report, he said. What is called 
for is not sharing but reparation.’ 


Dwain Epps, NCC international affairs director, told the board of a worsening 
human-rights situation in Honduras, with denial of re-entry to one US church 
worker, Joe Eldridge, and the forced departure of another, Fred Bronkema, 
because of threats on his life. 


The US sanctuary movement to shelter illegal Central American refugees was 
spotlighted in a presentation by Peggy Hutchinson, who was convicted for her 
role and put on probation. 


The 50th anniversary of Kristallnacht, a major Nazi attack on Jews in Germany, 
was marked at a worship service with an address by Jack Bemporad, a rabbi who 
is interfaith director for the Synagogue Council of America. 


Because of preoccupation with an internal crisis over finances and governance, 
the board made fewer pronouncements on public issues than usual. But it did 
hear Jonathan Kozol, author of a noted book on homeless families, Rachel and 
Her Children, and approved a resolution calling for government action 'to 


eradicate homelessness from US society’. 


Another resolution called for safeguards in testing for the Aids virus to 
prevent misuse of test results. And the board okayed acceptance of a US 
government grant, if offered, for a youth programme in Aids education. [EPS] 


USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
MAKING COURSE CORRECTION Service 88.11.53 


TARRYTOWN (New York) (Tracy Early) - The [US] National Council of Churches has 
concluded it must make a course correction in its ‘integration' march that 
began in 1984 with hopes for renewal of financial stability, but brought 
bloody battles with its biggest part, Church World Service (CWS). 


Actions taken here at a special consultation of denominational leaders (30 
October-l1 November) and a Governing Board meeting (2-4 November) seemed to 
give people new hope, though underlying conflicts and dilemmas were not 
resolved. 


The committee guiding implementation of the NCC reorganization acknowledged 
that member denominations and NCC programme units are 'not prepared or ready' 
to proceed with its plan. Okaying a motion from the consultation, the board 
asked NCC President Patricia McClurg to name a 15-member ‘special action 
committee' to bring ‘concrete proposals' for an alternative, sustainable 
structure to the board next May. 


'T am no longer in the position of needing to implement the impossible', 
General Secretary Arie Brouwer said in an interview afterwards. ‘It is a 
substantial relief.' He realized the plan could not be implemented, he said, 
at a late August meeting when leaders of member denominations made ‘crystal 
clear' their ‘unwillingness or inability' to settle the financial issues. 


Board members were confronted here with sobering evidence of financial 
decline. There was an emotional farewell to Peggy Ann Shriver, whose job will 
disappear with closing of the research office. 


Board members also said goodbye to John Frame, a medical doctor whose 
Associated Medical Mission Office has insufficient funding to continue. Nancy 
Nicalo and Iluminada Rodriguez are leaving with the forced closure of their 
development and family life programmes. 


James Cogswell, retiring as chief executive of the Division of Overseas 
Ministries, said in an interview that reduced contributions to area offices 
require ‘sizeable reductions' in aid to regional and national councils abroad; 
closing offices in Niger, Botswana, and Brazil; lowering support for Middle 
East work, and other cuts. 


Further retrenchment in coming months seems inevitable, and potential for 
further conflict remains. None of the key voices in the CWS resistance got to 
the consultation, and three of their principal hopes went unfulfilled. 


As a partial concession, a planned 1989 increase in 'common services' charges 
for central functions such as personnel and finance was rescinded. But CWS 
wants a reduction, considering present levels unreasonably high and destined 
to grow intolerable if next year's income declines as anticipated. 


CWS also wants more freedom in operating its own communication and 
fund-raising programmes. But the board called for ‘closer linkages' on such 
matters, even though it abandoned the principle of 'fuller integration’. 


Third, the CWS unit committee declared last May it had no confidence in 
Brouwer, and the NCC Executive Committee promised to review his performance. 

Anglican Bishop David Reed told the board here that NCC officers reported to 
the committee orally on the review. He revealed nothing of the findings, but 


his manner suggested NCC officers did not take the CWS complaint seriously. 
[EPS] 


DRAFT VATICAN DOCUMENT QUESTIONS Ecumenical Press 
NATIONAL CONFERENCES OF BISHOPS Service 88.11.54 


This item is based on material from Religious News Service. 


WASHINGTON — A draft of a Vatican document on the role of national conferences 
of Roman Catholic bishops has come in for strong criticism from the current 
and five past presidents of the [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


The working paper, "The Theological and Juridical Status of Episcopal 
Conferences', says the conferences ‘were not instituted for the pastoral 
government of a nation, nor to substitute for the diocesan bishops as a kind 


of superior or parallel government, but to help them in the fulfilment of some 
common tasks.' 


It says they can easily become ‘bureaucratic decision-making structures' 
reducing the 'proper autonomy of diocesan bishops' and 'coercing’ the 
psychological freedom of bishops.' 


It warns further that they must not ‘claim an undue autonomy' from the 
Vatican, and must recognize that their teaching authority is subordinate to 
‘the magisterium of the universal church'. 


For the 20-page reply to go to the Vatican on behalf of the whole conference, 
it needed approval by at least two-thirds of the approximately 300 bishops 
attending the meeting of the conference this month. 


It was prepared by the current conference president, St Louis Archbishop John 
May, and five past presidents - retired Philadelphia Archbishop John Cardinal 
Crol, Chicago Archbishop Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, San Francisco Archbishop 
John Quinn, St Paul-Minneapolis Archbishop John Roach, and Youngstown (Ohio) 
Bishop James Malone. 


The six found the Vatican text 'deficient enough to suggest that a new draft 
should be framed.' 


They use words such as 'rigid', 'confused', and ‘inadequate' in responding to 
its 


The bishops say the document ‘appears more as a listing of assertions or 
affirmations than as an example of careful theological reasoning. ' 


They call it ‘overly defensive and negative. Its tone is that of a polemic 
response to another's thesis. 


'The result', they continue, 'is that the document could give the undesirable 
impression of an essay in ideology pretending to be a study but with its 
conclusions already determined. Such an impression undermines the credibility 
of this document.' 


The response observes that ‘there are in this document only universal church 
and particular church [that is, the diocese]. Organic groupings of church are 
not considered ecclesiologically relevant.' 


Besides their response, the panel commissioned a lengthier background paper, 
also to be discussed at the conference meeting this month. [EPS] 


NICARAGUA: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
EFFORT AFTER HURRICANE Service 88.11.55 


This is abridged and adapted from material from Religious News Service. 


BLUEFIELDS (Nicaragua) (RNS) - Five hundred people gathered in front of the 
ruined Roman Catholic cathedral here at the end of last month to give thanks 
to God that their lives were spared during Hurricane Joan. 


The storm killed 26 people here when it slammed into Nicaragua's Caribbean 
coast the night of 21 October with winds over 250 kilometres per hour. Some 
6000 houses in the community were destroyed, and thousands of people were left 
homeless. 


The cathedral survived the storm, though the roof was lost and other damage 
was sustained. Nine of 13 churches in Bluefields were demolished by the 
winds. Most had been used as shelters for people evacuated from their homes 
as the storm began. 


Yet the storm's strength proved too great for some buildings. Two people died 
inside the Adventist church when its walls collapsed; at least four perished 
in the Anglican church when the concrete building folded under Joan's attack. 


The town's principal Moravian church, a large structure along the waterfront, 
was flattened. Only a lower portion of the bell tower remained standing. 


School buildings belonging to Roman Catholics, Moravians, and Anglicans are 
all being used as temporary shelters. One resident, living with his family in 
the tattered Moravian high school, described the result of the hurricane as 
‘everything mashed up'. 


During a homily, Roman Catholic priest Marcelino Estrada said the storm ‘was 
not a punishment from God', but 'a test'. Reconstruction began as soon as the 
winds subsided on 22 October, and the sound of hammering has echoed constantly 
throughout the city from dawn to dusk. 


Nicaraguan church groups have taken a major role in relief efforts in the 
area. Offerings received during Roman Catholic masses throughout the country 
30 October were destined to help hurricane victims along the coast. The 
Nicaraguan ecumenical relief organization CEPAD began moving 300 tons of food 
from the northeastern city of Puerto Cabezas south to Bluefields last month. 

It was donated by the Mennonite Central Committee for victims of August 
flooding. The food was being distributed as soon as it arrived here by boat. 


A Belgian Air Force transport airlifted a CEPAD truck and other relief 
supplies to Bluefields. CEPAD officials said European and North American 
church agencies had agreed to fund an initial appeal for 450 000 US dollars, 
but this amount would only provide food for 90 000 people for a fortnight. 
CEPAD officials said more funds would be necessary to ward off starvation 
until the harvest next year, and to rebuild ravaged communities. 


A plane loaded with relief supplies for hurricane victims landed in Managua 30 
October, sent by the US church-sponsored ‘Walk in Peace’ campaign. 
Volunteers from Mennonite Disaster Service were expected to arrive in Managua 
2 November, and soon thereafter to begin assisting in the clean-up and 
reconstruction of Bluefields and other affected communities. 


Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega sent a letter to the assembly last month of 
the Latin American Council of Churches [EPS 88.11.41] appealing for its help 
in recovering from the passage of Hurricane Joan. [EPS] 


INDIA: ECUMENICAL EFFORT Ecumenical Press 
TO REPEAL LOW-CASTE DECREE Service 88.11.56 


This item is abridged and adapted from IPS news agency. 


NEW DELHI - Church leaders from several denominations have been spearheading 
efforts to assure that special benefits for people from low castes also go to 
Christians with such origins. Ecumenical processions, day-long fasts, 


closures of schools, and signature campaigns have been part of the protest. 


The Indian constitution accords special benefits to members of low-caste and 
aboriginal groups to boost their socio-economic advancement. These include 
free education, hiring quotas, and waivers of age-limits and other special 
provisions in social welfare programmes. However, a 1950 presidential order 
makes only low-caste Hindus and Sikhs eligible for these benefits. 


More than 500 000 people took part at the end of September in a rally in 
Tiruchi, in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, to highlight the problems of 
low-caste Christians, and to urge the government to amend the constitution to 
include such Christians in the list of special beneficiaries. 


Earlier in the month, Roman Catholic Archbishop Gnanadickam Casimir led an 
ecumenical procession through the streets of Madras, capital of Tamil Nadu. 
Casimir said nearly 16 million of India's 20 million Christians are from 
low-caste groups and that they suffer the same economic and_e social 
disadvantages of their Hindu and Sikh counterparts. 


Christian educational institutions in Madras and Chengalpettu districts were 
closed for one day to express solidarity with the demands. A [United] Church 
of South India assistant bishop led a day-long fast on Marina Beach in Madras. 


A memorandum given to the Tamil Nadu governor said low-caste Christians have 
been unfairly denied the special benefits and facilities. The memorandum said 
the presidential order ‘blatantly and unjustly' excluded Christians and dealt 
a serious blow to an already exploited group. 


Addressing another rally at the end of August, CSI Bishop D. Pothirajulu of 
Madurai-Ramnad said there should be more Christians in the Lok Sabha (the 
Indian national parliament). (Christians are 2 to 3 percent of the Indian 
population.) 


In a letter to low-caste leaders, Roman Catholic Archbishop M. Arokiasamy of 
Madurai said that despite church efforts to ‘convince the government that 
discrimination against the scheduled-caste Christians is a violation of the 
constitution ... the government has been avoiding the issue.' 


In rejecting a petition against the order, the Indian supreme court said it 
has not been established that ‘the disabilities and handicaps suffered from 
such caste membership in the social order of its origin -— Hinduism - continue 
in their oppressive severity in the new environment of a different religious 


community.' 


Jesuit (Roman Catholic) priest Jose Kananaikil calls the court decision 
‘blatant discrimination based on religion’ because it 'forbids the low castes 
to use religion as a means of protest. It requires them to remain Hindus in 


order to be eligible for state aid.' 


He noted that while people of low-caste origin make up more than half of the 
Indian Christian population, very few low-caste Christians are among church 


leaders. [EPS] 


NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
URGES MYSTERY, MEDITATION Service 88.11.57 


BERGEN - The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK), meeting 
here (7-11 November), says 'the mystery of faith and the meditative tradition' 
need renewed emphasis in contemporary society. 


The synod passed major statements on modern religiosity and evangelism. 


In another action, it endorsed NK participation in the Ecumenical Decade on 
Churches in Solidarity with Women which began this year. However, it decided 
that a text on the decade prepared by the WCC Sub-Unit on Women is ‘not 
suitable'. 


The text has already been translated into Norwegian and issued through NK 
offices. However, the synod majority agreed with several speakers that 
certain material in it should not get NK endorsement, notably a set of 12 
theses on feminist theology produced by women at a conference in Strasbourg 
(France) in 1986. 


Among the theses are that 'patriarchy is a multinational corporation of the 
churches', ‘God is beyond God the Father', 'It is through feelings and tears 
that God speaks', and 'the body of a woman is her inherent property’. 


In his opening address, NK National Council Chairman Finn Olav Myhre told his 
80 fellow delegates that the ‘undercurrent of [Christian] faith' in Norway for 
the past thousand years will prove more stable and enduring than modern 
trends. But, he added, ‘it is no goal that people's faith should remain as 
low key as possible.' 


In a major address, Hakon Andersen, NK bishop of Tunsberg, stressed the 
coherence of the mission of the church in liturgy, proclamation, and service. 
Andersen, active in the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation, said the 
gospel has become ‘cheap, tame, and weak'. He said the greatest revolution in 
history 'did not begin under a red star in Petrograd in 1917, but under the 
star of Bethlehem 2000 years ago.' 


A proposal that the 11 NK diocese establish full-time evangelisation posts 
revealed two different emphases - some stressing evangelistic campaigns, 
others underlining the steady work of parishes. In the end, the synod decided 
that the chief focus of the posts should be liturgical life. 

The synod decided to sell some NK vicarages (residences for pastors), but said 
income from that should not lead to reduced financial support for the church 
from the state. 


In other action, the synod: 


- supported NK engagement in ecumenical efforts on behalf of justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation (JPIC). 


— called apartheid in South Africa 'inhuman' and ‘heretical’. 


- stressed concern at increasing unemployment in Norway, and over the 
situation of immigrants and refugees in the country. 


- supported increased NK activities in Sami (Lapp) areas of the country. 


- endorsed a report outlining principles for relationships between the 
government ministry of church affairs and elected NK councils [EPS] 


ENGLISH ANGLICAN SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
ENDORSES BLACK PLACES Service 88.11.58 


LONDON - By a 214-74 vote, the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of 
England (CE), meeting here (7-11 November), approved a plan to increase black 


membership to 24 by adding to the synod membership unsuccessful black 
candidates who got the highest number of votes. 


Since the last synod elections, in 1985, there have been eight blacks among 
the 574 synod members. Before that there were three. 


The plan came from a new Committee on Black Anglican Concerns. Backed by the 


Standing committee of the synod, it was endorsed by Archbishop of York John 
Habgood. 


Opponents included John Selwyn Gummer, a UK government minister, who called it 
‘apartheid in reverse', and Vijay Menon, an Indian-born synod member. He 
called the approach racist and patronizing. 


Also at the synod, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said that in terms 
of its current rules, the Church of England cannot recognize the ministry of a 
female Anglican bishop (one is expected to be consecrated in the United States 
early next year), nor can it recognize the ministry of priests (men or women) 
she ordains. 


Runcie added that non-recognition of the ministry of a female bishop is not 
incompatible with the relationship of full communion which exists between the 
Church of England and the [US-based] Episcopal Church. 


"Even full communion between churches has always fallen short of the communion 
of the kingdom [of God] because of human sin and the failure of charity', he 
observed. 


Thus, while the consecration of a woman as a bishop ‘certainly places 
restrictions on our communion,' it ‘surely does not render us out of 
communion.' 


In a debate on 'peacemaking in a nuclear age', the synod urged the UK 
government to 'make moral rather than commercial criteria the primary factors 
in determining policy for the sale and transfer of arms, especially to areas 
of Third World conflicts.' 


It urged renewed efforts to secure a global ban on chemical weapons, including 
international agreement on effective measures against countries using them. 


It asked the UK government to strive for major reductions in nuclear and 
conventional armaments, including working for agreements between the nuclear 
nations on a comprehensive test-—ban treaty. 


It also encouraged both superpowers to disengage from research on space-based 
anti-missile defence systems (often referred to as 'star-wars' programmes), 
and militarisation of space. 


By a 241-208 vote, the synod reversed its February 1987 decision to move out 
of its current headquarters (Church House) here. 


The reversal came despite a warning from First Church Estates Commissioner 
Douglas Lovelock. He said staying put would cost nearly 1 million UK pounds a 


year. [EPS] 


SWEDISH LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY: Ecumenical Press 
WOMEN, GAYS, AND STRUCTURE Service 88.11.59 


STOCKHOLM - News from the Church of Sweden reports (7 November) that the 1988 
General Assembly of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) approved measures to 
assure equality of men and women in the church, voted to study issues related 
to homosexuality, and made or proposed various changes in SK structures. 


The assembly decided that the SK Central Board is to appoint a working group 
to ensure that male and female priests enjoy equal rights, status, and respect. 


It also voted that women may be ordained as priests also in the cathedral of 
the diocese of Gothenburg, even though the diocesan bishop, Bertil Gartner, 
opposes the ordination of women. Other bishops are to ordain women there in 
his stead. 


The question of whether to develop a special ceremony to bless homosexual 
couples who intend to live together for life brought prolonged debate. 


In the end, the assembly decided to appoint a study committee to look into the 
way in which the church relates to homosexuals, notably implications for 
pastoral care, proclamation of the gospel, and religious instruction. 


The assembly decided to re-locate SK central offices from here to Uppsala, 
Where the offices of the SK archbishop and administrative units for 
international work are. It also reduced the number of SK domestic commissions 
from nine to six, with responsibilities for diaconal work, evangelization, and 
religious instruction to be combined in one commission for parish work. 


The assembly asked the Swedish government to appoint a study commission on the 
future financial and legal status of the church. 


Other motions which require government action to take effect would make the 13 
SK bishops full members of the assembly by virtue of their office. Currently, 
SK bishops may be elected to the assembly. Those not elected may attend, but 
cannot vote. 


The SK Central Board is also to begin negotiations with the government on 
financial responsibility for maintaining buildings and objects with a special 
cultural value owned by the Church of Sweden. 


In other action, the assembly: 


- called for special attention to pastoral care for those involved in or 
affected by 'new religious movements’. 


— approved development of daily Bible reading guidelines. 
- decided to hold a general debate on the church at each annual assembly. 


Among items set for the 1989 assembly are the question of whether to change SK 
practice so that membership is based on baptism. (Currently, people become SK 
members at birth if at least one of their parents is a member.) It is also to 
consider guidelines for training priests, deacons and deaconesses, church 
educators, organists, and other parish workers. 


In his assembly address, SK Archbishop Bertil Werkstroém said 'the central 
issue ... is whether we believe we have a contribution to make to the Swedish 
people, a contribution which can justify our existence.' [EPS] 


EASTERN ORTHODOX MEETING: Ecumenical Press 
IMPOSSIBLE TO ORDAIN WOMEN Service 88.11.60 


RHODES (Greece) - A consultation of Eastern Orthodox theologians has produced 


a ‘document of conclusions' which "theologically grounds ... the impossibility 
to ordain women.' 


The week-long meeting [EPS 88.11.01], 'The Place of the Woman in the Orthodox 
Church and the Question of the Ordination of Women', was not open to 


outsiders. Its document, to be sent to Orthodox churches around the world, 
was not available by mid-November. 


The final press communiqué reported that the document was accepted unanimously 
at the end of the meeting following 'free and full expression of opinions'. 


The consultation was called by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the wake of a 
1986 decision by the third Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference [EPS 
86.10.127]. The several dozen participants included official church 
representatives and (the larger part) advisers. 


The communiqué noted that 'many women' attended. Four women were among those 
invited to address the 13 main topics on the consultation agenda. 


Among other things, the consultation reportedly evaluated and provided ‘a well 
founded Orthodox response to several extreme positions of the contemporary 
feminist movement which is presently developing primarily in the West and has 
a variety of expressions.' The communiqué did not give examples. 


It said the consultation conclusions include "theological presuppositions 
providing the foundation for the special place of woman in God's eternal plan 
for salvation, and in the Orthodox Church as an institution. According to 
this, woman is recognized as a full and equal participant in life.' 


Women and men, ‘as two sexes of the one and undivided human race', form the 
‘wholeness of the church. Both man and woman are created according to the 
image and the likeness of God, participate in common in the saving energy of 
Christ and in the gifts ... of the Holy Spirit without any distinction.’ 


The communiqué evoked an ‘analogy' between Adam (the name of the first man in 
the Bible) and Christ, and another between Eve (the first woman) and the 
Virgin Mary. 


The second analogy ‘models the true dimension for woman in the Orthodox 
Church', providing 'the right and the responsibility to the Orthodox woman to 
participate in the life of the church and to offer her service ... in the 
various aspects of the church which the consultation defined carefully.' 


A priesthood limited to men 'does not mean that woman is thereby diminished or 
demeaned.' Rather, ‘the Orthodox woman is able to fully live the 
ecclesiastical life and to exercise her appropriate ecclesiastical service 
both within and outside the church in different forms.' 


The consultation listed forms of church service for women - as deaconesses and 
female monastics, and in ‘pastoral care, liturgical life, catechetical 
instruction, religious education, missionary work, and social service.' 


It ‘recognized in this fashion the quality of the two sexes, the importance of 
the feminine element in the sacramental life of the church, and highlighted 
every possible kind of service and offering of woman for the pléroma 
(wholeness) of the church.' [EPS] 


USSR: Central Asian Lutherans get bishop EPS 88.11.61 
RIGA -— The nearly 500 German-speaking Lutheran congregations (and million-plus 
Lutherans) in the Central Asian part of the Soviet Union have their own bishop 
as of 13 November. Harald Kalnins, 78, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Latvia was consecrated here. Kalnins has had pastoral responsiblity for the 
congregations for more than two decades. [EPS] 


Iceland: church taxes not refundable EPS 88.11.62 
REYKJAVIK — A court here has ruled that taxes used to finance the National 
[Lutheran] Church of Iceland cannot be refunded. Thorir Ingvarsson, a Roman 
Catholic, sought to get back part of the income and sales taxes he paid during 
the years 1983-86. The Icelandic constitution says personal taxes cannot be 
required of non-Lutheran Icelanders to support the National Church. However, 
the court ruled that the taxes in question are not ‘personal taxes' in the 
meaning of the constitution. Non-Lutherans can divert taxes collected for 
Lutheran cemeteries and parishes to other religious organizations, or to the 
University of Iceland. [EPS] 


Religion writers warn on efforts to restrict Baptist Press EPS 88.11.63 
RICHMOND (Virginia/USA) - In a letter to the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the Religion Newswriters Association (RNA) has 
expressed concern about proposals from some in the denomination to review 
and/or restrict Baptist Press, the SBC news agency. RNA is a professional 
association of journalists who cover religion for secular media. RNA 
President Ed Briggs warned that 'Baptist press will lose credibility if 
restricted or censored in any manner.' This would place it ‘in disrepute and 
force secular newspapers to seek other sources of information.' [EPS] 


Zambia: Kaunda has no wish to be ‘chief priest’ EPS 88.11.64 
LUSAKA - Dedicating a new government building, Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda said his government will always respect freedom for the church. He said 
he would never appoint himself 'chief priest' of the church in Zambia. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Orthodox appeal to Eritreans, Tigreans for peace EPS 88.11.65 
ADDIS ABABA - Leaders of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church, the main 
form of Christianity in the country, has urged the Eritrean and Tigré Peoples 
Liberation Fronts to cease their fighting against the Ethiopian government. 
The church statement, reported in a newspaper here, rejected the EPLF view 
that Eritrea is an independent country taken over by Ethiopia. [EPS] 


USA: call for ‘'E.T." boycott EPS 88.11.66 
NASHVILLE - A coalition of leaders of two dozen US denominations and other 
church groups have urged people to boycott the just-released video version of 
"E.T. -— the Extra-Terrestrial' as a way to protest 'The Last Temptation of 
Christ', the controversial film based on the novel by the late Greek writer 
Nikos Kazantzakis. The same company (MCA) is involved with both products. It 
says it expects to sell 12 million 'E.T.' tapes by Christmas, taking in 300 
million US dollars. President Jerry Vines of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
leaders of other denominations, and heads of such organizations as Campus 
Crusade for Christ and the National Association of Evangelicals are among the 
Signers of the five-point 'We Believe: A Call to Concern and Action.' [EPS] 


‘Baptist Pen Pals for Peace' EPS 88.11.67 
MEMPHIS — A 12-year-old here, Courtney Walsh, has founded Baptist Pen Pals for 
Peace, an international effort to bring Baptist young people up to the age of 
18 together in a quest for peace. She proposed the project last August at an 
International Baptist Peace Conference in Sweden which she attended with her 
parents. Her father, Tom Walsh, is vice president of the Baptist Peace 
Fellowship of North America. So far, 30 participants from Canada, Sweden, 
Australia, and the United States have joined her. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (55/47) 


Peace Media Service (Spoorstraat 38, NL-1815-BK Alkmaar, Netherlands) has 
begun operations. It provides information about movements and people seeking 
to build a just social order through non-violent methods, taking special note 
of the response of religious communities to issues of justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation. It is a service of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 


A revised WCC Calendar of Meetings for the next two years is available from 
EPS. 


The following are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 


The Theology of the Churches and the Jewish People: Statements by the 
World council of Churches and its member churches, with a commentary by 
Allan Brockway, Paul van Buren, Rolf Rendtorff, and Simon Schoon. It costs 
19.50 Swiss francs, 12.90 US dollars, or 7.95 UK pounds. 


The Meaning and Nature of Diakonia (#38 in the Risk book series) by Paulos 
Mar Gregorios. It costs 5.90 Swiss francs, 3.95 US dollars, 2.50 UK pounds. 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre is a church-supported source of 
news and information about Namibia. It can be reached at Box 286, London WC1X 
OEL; phone: 44-1/833 2905; fax: 44-1/837 4147. Among material it offers is 
an updated list (#6, 3 October) of people detained in Namibia for political 
reasons. 


Information for journalists about the European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace with 
Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


EPS copy deadlines are on most Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 24 November; the next is planned for 1 December. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


DESTABILIZATION BY SOUTH Ecumenical Press 
AFRICA ON CHURCH AGENDA Service 88.11.68 


HARARE - ‘What is our next move?' That question, from a Zimbabwean bishop, 
was on the minds of more than 100 church and government representatives from 
about three dozen countries who met here (21-25 November) to consider how the 


church can support countries around South Africa which have suffered from that 
country's policies. 


The conference, ‘Churches in Solidarity with Frontline States', was organized 
by the Geneva—based World Council of Churches. 


In his opening address, Zimbabwe Foreign Minister Nathan Shamuyarira, 
estimated that efforts by South Africa to destabilize its neighbours have cost 
them 35 billion US dollars over the years, He said three million people in 


neighbouring states have been displaced because of South African interference 
in their affairs. 


Referring to ‘tacit support’ from the United States for South African policies 
during the administration of Ronald Reagan, Shamyuarira expressed hope that 
the administration of US president-elect George Bush, who takes office in 
January, will ‘change this stance and policy'. 


Responding to the foreign minister, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
referred to the ‘human faces' behind the sad picture Shamuyarira and others 
painted. He observed that the region's current problems have roots in a 
colonial past, and said that the blood of those who have struggled for freedom 
and independence and against racism in South Africa have made the region ‘a 
holy land'. 


Castro spoke of the ‘miracle of a multi-racial society' in Zimbabwe, since 
that country's independence in 1980, and the ‘undeserved privilege' which the 
church in other parts of the world has to be ‘servants, ready, on duty, on 
call" to stand with the church in this region as it struggles against 
apartheid. 


The moderator of the conference, Central African Anglican Archbishop Khotso 
Makhulu, reviewed various forms of South African interference in the affairs 
of its neighbours, and also recent WCC efforts to respond to the situation. 
Conference participants, he said, must urge the church bodies from which they 
come to play a ‘decisive part in the amelioration of repression'. 


He also voiced the hope that the WCC and the church around the world ‘will be 
concerned for all people who suffer as a result of oppression and apartheid, 
and not be placed in a position where they become king-makers. Suffering is 
suffering, irrespective of people's political affiliations', he observed. 


Makhulu is one of the seven WCC presidents, and also Anglican bishop of 
Botswana, one of the six Frontline States. (The others are Zimbabwe, Zambia, 


Angola, Mozambique, and Tanzania). 


During worship which opened the conference, Jonathan Siyachitema, the Anglican 
‘bishop of the Lundi, and president of the Zimbabwe Christian Council, called 
South Africa the ‘central problem' in terms of bringing peace and freedom to 
the region. As Jesus wept for Jerusalem, the bishop said, he 'weeps for the 
whole region of southern Africa' because of its sufferings. 


During the rest of the week, the conference was scheduled to hear addresses 
and testimonies from church representatives from Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, 
South Africa, and Namibia, and also from representatives of Swapo (fighting 
South African control of Namibia) and the ANC and PAC, fighting against 
white-minority domination in South Africa itself. One day was reserved for a 
visit to a major camp for refugees in Zimbabwe. [EPS] 


CHURCH REPS DESCRIBE SOUTH Ecumenical Press 
AFRICAN HARM TO NEIGHBOURS Service 88.11.69 


HARARE — Reports of death and destruction in neighbouring states as a result 
of activities carried out or supported by South Africa were presented at an 
international, ecumenical conference (here, 21-25 November) on ‘Churches in 
Solidarity with the Frontline States' [EPS 88.11.68]. 


Among those reporting were the general secretaries and other representatives 
of the Christian Council of Mozambique (CCM) and the Botswana Christian 
Council (BCC). The conference was sponsored by the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. It included more than 100 participants from about three 
dozen countries around the world. 


CCM General Secretary Filipe Sique Banze said 800 000 Mozambicans have been 
displaced because of activities of the South Africa-backed, anti-government 
MNR forces, with another 2.4 million otherwise adversely affected. (The 
population of Mozambique is about 15 million.) 


The CCM delegates offered a horrific list of MNR atrocities, including brutal 
murders of pregnant women and their children to be, youngsters drugged and 
taken away for MNR retraining, drivers killed and their vehicles carrying food 
blown up, people forced to watch as relatives were massacred, men forced to 
applaud rapes of their wives, schools burned and teachers slain, crops and 
farms destroyed. 


Children in Maputo, the capital, ‘live in terror', one Mozambican reported. 
MNR is victimizing a 'defenceless population’, said another. 


One participant suggested church backing for an anti-MNR fighting force, 
though others rejected such a role for the Christian community. Banze said 
that with cooperation from the Mozambican government, CCM is trying to arrange 
a meeting with MNR representatives in hopes that could help bring an end to 
MNR activities. 


In his report, BCC Acting General Secretary Churhill Gape described Botswana 
as ‘a symbol of racial co-existence, tolerance, and harmony ... As a result of 
this and other progressive policies' it has 'paid a heavy price, and her only 
crime is that she is opposed to ... apartheid.’ 


Gape discussed, and two other BCC representatives gave first-person testimony 
about, South African commando raids ‘on the pretext that Botswana is using her 
territory as a springboard for attacks by anti-apartheid groups on South 
African territory.' 


Gape said South Africa is eager that its neighbours remain economically 
dependent on it. An important aspect of its strategy is to disrupt 
neighbouring states' transport links which do not pass through South Africa. 


Reactions to the testimonies were strong. 'Sickening', said one 
participant. "Poignant and painful', said another. ‘You want to throw up’, 
said a third, adding that it would be '‘'morally impossible' to leave the 
conference without resolving to do something. 


Another participant urged the meeting to take up the issue of a Christian 
response to situations of violence and carnage. Some suggested that a way be 
found to allow those who gave testimonies here - or others with similar 
stories to tell - to travel abroad widely on speaking tours. [EPS] 


CHURCH IN JAPAN PONDERS Ecumenical Press 
IMPACT OF EMPEROR'S DEATH Service 88.11.70 


This is abridged and adapted from material from Asia Lutheran Press Services. 


TOKYO - Japanese church people have started to worry about the effect of the 
expected death of Emperor Hirohito. 


'"X Day' is the term commonly used for the event. Japanese Christians worry 
that his death could revive ultra-nationalist sentiment and a return to 
traditional concepts of Japanese identity. This could cause the Japanese to 


revert to a formerly held position of regarding Christianity as a ‘foreign 
religion'. 


This return to traditional concepts of Japanese identity would pose a great 
hindrance for the church to ‘reach out meaningfully to the Japanese populace, 
do effective evangelism and to impact Japanese society', said one observer. 


In an effort to 'blunt the impact of X-Day', several church bodies have taken 
action. The Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) has opened an X-Day 
information centre to analyse X Day issues. The Japan Evangelical Alliance 
has a similar centre. 


Last September, the General Committee of the National Christian Council in 
Japan adopted a statement on the end of the Hirohito era. It criticizes ‘any 
attempts to nationalize the Shinto religion organized as it is under the 
emperor as its highest priest' and refuses 'to participate in any Shinto 
ceremonies created by the Japanese nation upon the occasion of the present 
emperor's death.' 


These actions go along with small but growing protest movements started under 
Japanese Christian auspices. One of the most significant efforts is the 
annual rally sponsored around the nation to protest the reinstitution of 11 
February as a national holiday, because of its associations with Shinto (the 
erstwhile state religion) and militarism. 


A recent JEA report says X-Day watchers in the church "worry deeply about the 
over-all effect of X-Day and the subsequent flood of Sympathy and 
ultra-nationalist sentiment.' 


The kind of sentiment generated through the long mourning period (up to two 
years after the death of the emperor) may lead to greater use of the national 
flag and anthem in schools throughout the country. Both are 'powerful symbols 
of the imperial system'. 


In addition, the likely official support of the whole process of the 
Shinto-prescribed accession rites used to mark the beginning of the reign of 
the new emperor is another cause of church concern. 


The JEA report says that during this period average Japanese are likely to 
reaffirm their Japaneseness ‘in light of the traditional backdrop of the 


imperial system and Shinto influence’. 


The over-all effect of X-Day could ‘exert a highly adverse impact on the 
church as a whole’. 


In Japan about one percent of the population of about 120 million is 
Christian. [EPS] 


CHILE: PINOCHET MUSINGS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT NEGATIVE REACTIONS Service 88.11.71 


This item is adapted from material from IPS news agency. 


SANTIAGO -— Sectors of the church in Chile reacted angrily after President 
Augusto Pinochet compared his defeat in the plebiscite earlier this year with 
the Roman military governor of Palestine Pontius Pilate, who consulted a mob 
about whether to free Jesus or Barabbas. 


Various Roman Catholic bishops complained about Pinochet's comparison; at 
least one of the prelates said that the Chilean leader had exposed himself to 
possible sanctions of a religious character with his off-the-cuff remarks. 


In an improvised speech made on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of an 
association of centres for mothers, Pinochet said: 'Do not forget that in the 
history of the world there once was a plebiscite in which Jesus and Barabbas 
were judged, and the people voted for Barabbas.' 


Bishop Alberto Jara Fronzoy of Chillan faulted the 'scarcely correct 
declarations' of the president. Mother Superior Hermana Maria Del Carmen 
Perez of the Congregation of the Sacred Heart said 'passages from the gospel 
taken out of context run the danger of being used for personal advantage.’ 


Other Pinochet comments also prompted negative church reaction. 


He maintained that his government was opposed during the plebiscite by the 
United States, the Soviet Union, European countries, ‘certain ... priests ... 
and ... politicians at home and abroad' who are ‘beings without principle’. 


Archbishop Bernardino Pinera Carvallo of La Serena, who heads the conference 
of Roman Catholic bishops in Chile, objected to the way in which Pinochet 
referred to politics and politicians. His words ‘can be interpreted as a 
disqualification of everything political and all those who dedicated 
themselves to politics, which evidently would be unjust', the archbishop said. 


Moreover, he observed, ‘the church has never fought against this government or 
against any other.' But, he added, ‘it has fought, and will always fight for 
respect for human rights, social justice, citizen participation, dialogue, 
reconciliation, understanding and peace.' [EPS] . 


Italy: biblical Cain to be 'tried' in court EPS 88.11.72 
VENICE - In the Bible (Genesis 4), Cain kills his brother Abel. Judges, 
lawyers, biblical scholars, criminologists, and rabbis are to review the case 
in a mock trial here 18 December, under the new Italian penal code. In a 
Similar exercise three years ago, the wolf in the fairy tale Little Red Riding 
Hood was acquitted of the murder of Hood's grandmother. Lawyer Domenico 
Carponi Sckittar - known as 'the lawyer of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs - 
is organizing the mock trial, and defending Cain. [EPS] 


Namibia church reps urge end to fishing by Faroe Islands concern EPS 88.11.73 
FAROE ISLANDS - The president and general secretary of the Council of Churches 
in Namibia, have appealed to ‘all fair-minded people in the Faroe Islands and 
in Denmark [of which the islands are a self-governing overseas area] to resist 
with everything in their power this scandalous rape of our delicate fishing 
resources.' The appeal from Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik and Lutheran 
Pastor Abisai Shejavali followed approval by the South Africa—installed 
Namibian government for a Faroese company to fish in Namibian waters for a 
South African processing company. It became a major issue in the election on 
the islands (8 November). [EPS] 


First Canadian Lutheran monastery prompts debate EPS 88.11.74 
EDMONTON (Alberta) - What is reportedly the first Lutheran monastery in 
Canada, Monastery of the Good Shepherd, has opened near here with three 
members. The community has the endorsement of Robert Jacobson, the Lutheran 
bishop for Alberta. Monasticism, however, has not been common in Lutheranism, 
and some pastors and other Lutherans in the area are objecting. [EPS] 


Baptists, Lutherans discuss church and eucharist EPS 88.11.75 
DRESDEN (GDR) - Views of the church and of the eucharist were the focus of 
attention at the third meeting of the international Baptist-Lutheran Joint 
Commission, which met here 2-5 November. There was also some follow-up on 
earlier work on baptism, faith, authority, and Lutheran condemnations of 
Anabaptists in the 16th century. Reports from the commission are to go to the 
sponsoring bodies, the Lutheran World Federation and Baptist World Alliance, 
in 1990. The next BLJC meeting is set for next November in Denmark. [EPS] 


Taizé plans youth meeting in Hungary EPS 88.11.76 
PECS - Taizé, the ecumenical monastic community in south-eastern France, has 
planned its first international youth meeting in eastern Europe. It is to 
take place here 28-30 April. Taizé has held national youth meetings in 
eastern Europe, in Poland and the GDR (East Germany). [EPS] 


European assembly on religion and peace EPS 88.11.77 
BRUSSELS - Following its meeting here (3-6 November), the European Assembly of 
the World Conference on Religion and Peace wrote to Secretary General Manfred 
Worner of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, objecting to the decision of 
the NATO Nuclear Planning Group to continue with planning for modernization of 
nuclear weapons systems based in Europe. It called for ‘an early, open 
re-examination of the ... unfortunate decision' of the group. [EPS] 


WCC gets 10 000 French-language Bibles for Third World EPS 88.11.78 
GENEVA - In the course of an ecumenical worship service at the principal 
Reformed church here marking completion of the revised edition of the TOB 
French-language translation of the Bible, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary formally accepted 10 000 copies of the new edition for clergy and 
theology students in the Third World. The Bibles were given by the Ecumenical 
Association for Biblical Research (AORB). [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘'‘Christian—Jewish Group on Middle East Developments’ EPS 88.11.79 


This text was released by the Consultation on the Church and the Jewish 
People, following its meeting in Stigtuna (Sweden), 30 October-4 November. 
CCJP is a committee of the Dialogue Working Group of the World Council of 
Churches. It brings together persons working on Jewish-Christian dialogue. 


... Although most of us are not directly involved in the conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians, we look to the Bible for guidance in our 
positions. We are very much aware of the danger of a literalist and 
"prophetic’ reading of the Bible, that contradicts the scriptural demands of 


peace, justice, and truth. 


‘The concreteness and earthliness of biblical statements does not allow an 
interpretation that actually encourages injustice and violence and tries to 
give divine sanction to territorial claims. The so-called International 
Christian Embassy in Jerusalem is for us an example of this false approach to 


the conflict. 


We call upon our fellow Christians to seek the light of the Word of God to 
pursue peace and reconciliation and we ask for their support ... [for] Arabs 
and Jews [who] try to find non-violent solutions and ways of healing. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘German Church Council on South Africa' EPS 88.11.80 


This is excerpted from a statement adopted by the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) at its meeting in Hannover, 14-15 October. The EKD 
groups 17 regional United, Lutheran, and Reformed churches in Federal Germany 
and Berlin/West. 


...- International cooperation ... must prevent weapons being supplied to South 
Africa. ... The Republic of South Africa should be among the countries subject 
to an export ban on such goods [of strategic importance requiring licences 
under the external trade law]. 


The EKD council expects the international creditors of the South African 
Reserve Bank to introduce the above-mentioned political conditions into 
negotiations on terms of repayment of South African debts, with a view to 
abolishing apartheid. ... 


The EKD council regards the code of conduct drawn up for German companies with 
branches in South Africa by IG Metall, the metal-workers' union, as an 
important contribution towards improving the rights of employees and unions. 
German industry remains challenged to refrain from exploiting the legal 
possibilities offered foreign investors in terms of labour legislation under 
the apartheid system, and to use their political weight to abolish apartheid. 


Further measures should be carefully examined by those with political and 
economic responsibility with a view to action. ... 


The council welcomes the stepping-up of dialogue between South African 
churches and ecumenical associations, on the one hand, and South African 
liberation movements, on the other. 


It is itself involved in this dialogue. It is grateful for the endeavours of 
all those people inside and outside South Africa who are working on the 
development of suggestions as to the shape of a future South Africa. 


The ANC's recent presentation of ‘Constitutional Guidelines for a Democratic 
South Africa' is a helpful contribution. They should be carefully discussed 
and examined from all angles. 


The council is convinced that a broad-based discussion on the drafting of a 
new constitution will be a source of encouragement to the white population. 


It can overcome its deep-seated fear of majority rule all the more quickly as 
the contours of a future South Africa which should be a home for all, begin to 
emerge. 


The EKD council calls upon the South African government and the liberation 
movements of South Africa to put an end to military force and step up 
political initiatives. 


It reminds all parties to the conflict that the use of force develops a fatal 
dynamism of its own, which is very difficult to contain and curtail. Despite 
all the tensions and conflicts it is still possible to reach a negotiated 
solution. 


The council's hope is founded on the promises of God. That is why we are 
trying to bring about more just conditions, within all the limits of human 
action. God in Christ has given himself to all people and called the 
peacemakers blessed. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Annette Daum: 'A Jewish Perspective on Proselytism' EPS 88.11.81 


Daum works in the Department of Interreligious Affairs of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (of the Reform/Liberal branch of Judaism). It 


is excerpted from the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches. 


--. Historically, especially in Europe, no matter who the initial targets 
were, missionary campaigns inevitably deteriorated into intolerance and 
coercion resulting in persecution and massacre of Jews - a sad history still 
largely unknown to many Christians. 


Any upsurge in enthusiasm for Christian evangelism, then, becomes cause for 
alarm in the Jewish community. ... The following examples of tactics used by 
aggressive evangelizers which trouble American Jews might be helpful to you in 
determining the limits beyond which evangelism becomes proselytism. 


Jews are most offended when they are singled out as special targets for 
conversion by Christian missionaries. They are particularly incensed by the 
deceptive tactics of high-pressure proselytizers who distort Jewish symbols 
and rituals, giving them a christological interpretation to confuse 
unsuspecting Jews into believing that they can be both Jewish and Christian. 


Calling themselves "Hebrew-Christians', these Christian evangelists target 
only Jews. They cover the gospel message with Jewish music, and Israeli dance 
to make Jews feel comfortable culturally while converting them _ to 
Christianity. They treat Jews as merely another ethnic group, denigrating the 
essence of their identity - their connection to their religion — Judaism. 


Jews are particularly incensed by the tactics of groups like Assemblies of 
God, which is creating a network of ‘messianic synagogues' attached to their 
churches, designed specifically to attract Jews by conducting worship services 
which appear to be Jewish, but which actually parody traditional Jewish 
rituals and prayers recited in the name of Jesus Christ. 


These so-called 'synagogues' are promoted as another way to be Jewish, 
developed and defined as a new movement by Christian missionaries which they 
call ‘Messianic Judaism'. Every authentic branch of Judaism - Orthodox, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Reform - rejects this movement as 
illegitimate from a Jewish perspective. They resent this blatant attempt by 
Christians to re-define Judaism in a way that threatens to destroy Judaism and 
decimate Jewish peoplehood. 


Overzealous missionaries have also been attending shabbat services at 
legitimate synagogues, taking advantage of the hospitality provided to 
evangelize Jews at worship on their holiest day. 


Evangelists also need to address the ethics of informed consent and the 
appropriate age of consent when considering religious conversion. These 
questions are raised when youth ministers systematically gain entry to public 
schools without identifying themselves as Christian clergy, to recruit 
children sometimes no more than 12 .... These ministers approach youngsters to 
join ‘social clubs' which also conceal their religious affiliation in an 


effort to hide their missionary intent. 


The consequences of these aggressive, deceptive tactics have been increased 
tension between Jews and Christians in communities where missionaries engage 
in such practices, reinforcing the suspicion among some Jews that Christians 
have a hidden agenda in promoting interreligious dialogue and fostering 
coalitions of concern on social, economic, and human rights issues. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robert Pirtle: 'The Church and the Jews' EPS 88.11.82 


Pirtle works with the Division of Home Missions of the General Council of the 
[US-based] Assemblies of God. This item appeared in the Monthly Letter on 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches as a response to an item prepared 
by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations [EPS 88.11.81] 


... We believe that there is a special relationship between the church and the 
Jewish people. Unfortunately, the church has often not understood or accepted 
the biblical presentation of that relationship, turning instead to actions 
that violate its own identity and integrity. ... 


It is not, however, true to state that ‘missionary campaigns inevitably 
deteriorated into intolerance and coercion resulting in persecution and 
massacre of Jews.' That was often the case when (1) prevailing doctrines 
replaced Israel with tthe church, individual repentance with cultural 
uniformity, and faith in God with subservience to man; and (2) church and 
state were joined in unholy alliance. 


It was never the case when the church held fast to its New Testament identity. 
... The New Testament context is Jewish. Initially, the church was composed 
only of Jews. ... Believing in Jesus changed their hearts, but not their 
culture or heritage. 


It is the New Testament itself which gives ‘a Christological interpretation’ 
to the symbols, rituals, holy days, and lessons of the Old Testament. Those 
Jews who believed in Jesus naturally understood the history and the faith of 
Israel as the New Testament explained it. Those Jews who did not believe in 
Jesus understood their history and faith in different ways. 


The real question was, and remains, ‘Is the New Testament true?" which is 
another way of saying, ‘Is Jesus the Messiah or not?' ... 


Some Jews who believe in Jesus today call themselves ‘Hebrew Christians’, 
"messianic Jews', or other terms designed to present clearly the Jewish nature 
of their faith in Israel's’ messiah. Likewise, they often call their 
congregations ‘messianic synagogues’. ... 


The Assemblies of God is not engaged in ‘creating a network of "messianic 
synagogues."' .... Some of those affiliated with the Assemblies of God have 
established messianic synagogues. ... We have no policy or practice of 
encouraging or discouraging such involvement or expression of faith. 


The Union of American Hebrew Congregations statement says, ‘Every authentic 
branch of Judaism ... rejects this movement as illegitimate from a Jewish 
perspective.' ... [But] it is normal for existing groups to view new movements 
as illegitimate. ... Which of the four ‘authentic' branches of Judaism were 
considered authentic when they first appeared? ... There are Orthodox groups 
who reject the Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Reform movements as 
illegitimate. 


We are always open to fruitful cooperation with other religious bodies on 
issues of mutual concern .... Recently, representatives from one national 
Jewish organization approached us for the purpose of dialogue. We have been 
glad to meet with them several times, and remain open to further meetings. 


To the best of my knowledge, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations has 
never contacted or expressed its concerns to any official of the Assemblies of 
God, or any Assemblies of God Jewish worker. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Margaret Wilde: 'The Moravians in World Meeting' EPS 88.11.83 
Wilde is an editor—at-large for the US ecumenical weekly Christian Century. 


The worldwide Moravian Unity Synod on which she reflects meets every seven 
years. Its most recent session was in July on the Caribbean island of 
Antigua, with delegates from the 18 autonomous Moravian provinces. 


This item is abridged and adapted from the November issue of One World, 
monthly magazine of the World Council of Churches. 


Moravian roots are in the 15th-century Czech reformation and 18th-century 
German pietism. It is a small and vigorously ecumenical tradition with half-a- 
million adherents. A pioneer of the modern missionary movement, its centre of 
dynamism has shifted from Europe and North America to Africa and the Caribbean. 


Many synod delegates were from marginalized ethnic groups - black and 
mixed-race in South Africa, Miskito Indians and other native people of the 
Atlantic coast of Central America, Maroons ('Bush Negroes') in Suriname, 
Yup'ik (Eskimos) in Alaska and Inuits in Labrador, Tibetans in northern India. 


Four rapidly growing provinces in Tanzania now account for nearly half the 
Moravians in the world. They are planning new work in Zaire and other 
neighbouring countries. West Indian Moravians launched work several years ago 
in Costa Rica. It became the newest Moravian province at the synod. 


The World Council of Churches - nine of the 18 provinces are WCC members —- was 
high on the synod agenda. Delegates affirmed that WCC programmes and emphases 
‘offer clear direction for our church'. They urged provinces which are not 
members to consider joining, and encouraged all provinces to promote WCC 
programmes. 


Ethnic and civil conflicts have disrupted church life in the British, South 
African, Central American, and Surinamese provinces. Moravian schools in 
India and Palestine are also severely affected. Alaskan Yup'ik leaders 
reported on a threat to their land rights if some provisions of a US law are 
implemented as scheduled in 1991. The synod encouraged protest against 
toxic-waste dumping, pollution, and deforestation. 


For the Moravians, whose pietistic tradition has long discouraged political 
engagement, the conflicts in South Africa and Central America have been 
especially traumatic. 


Central American Moravians have been caught up on different sides of the 
Nicaraguan revolution and the ensuing war; the synod provided a rare 
opportunity to discuss that experience among themselves. 


Moravians in Suriname have been affected by the conflict between their 
government and rebel Maroons, as well as cultural differences between 


Surinamese of African and Indonesian origin. 


In these countries - and among the European and North American Moravians who 
‘have assimilated large numbers of immigrants and refugees from the conflicts - 
ecumenism means more than interchurch cooperation. 


One observer called it an ecumenical miracle that Moravians have maintained 
their wholeness and prophetic witness under these conditions. ‘We in Europe 
and North America are afraid to disagree about Central America and South 
Africa because it might divide the church. But look at them. See how they 


love one another!' [over] 
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The debate on South Africa was a case in point. Some South African delegates 
described economic sanctions against their government as ‘the only non-violent 
method still available to us.' Others demurred. If the synod supported 
sanctions, said one, ‘let the report be published after I'm back home. 
Otherwise, my grandchildren will be lost to my sight.' 


There was general agreement, however, when synod president Martin Wessels of 
South Africa - who received word in Antigua that his nephew's wife had been 
detained under the state of emergency - said the debate should not be about 
consequences, nor even primarily about South Africa. Referring to the 
‘standing for the truth' campaign of the South Africa Council of Churches 
(SACC), he called it a matter of ‘status confessionis' (an issue on which the 
gospel is at stake), not only for his country but for the whole world. 


While the pietistic tradition against political engagement is slowly 
dissolving among Moravians in the Third World, the traditions of deference, 
consensus, and ecumenical cooperation are still strong. 


The synod finally affirmed the position of the SACC and of denominations that 
have advocated civil disobedience and economic sanctions, but left Moravian 
advocacy of sanctions as a decision to be made by each province. 


Also debated at the synod was the question of children and the eucharist. In 
1981, it authorized European and North American provinces, on an experimental 
basis, to admit baptized children to communion after instruction appropriate 
to their age, but without the more rigorous instruction required for 
confirmation. 


This year, they sought permanent acceptance of the practice, for both cultural 
and theological reasons. If Moravians are now told to abandon it, said a 
North American pastor, ‘the children in my church will ask why they can no 
longer participate, while children from other churches do.' Theologically, 
they argued that children can experience grace through the sacrament and grow 
into an intellectual understanding of the experience. 


Some African and Caribbean delegates felt strongly that to remove the 
requirement of confirmation for Moravians would devalue the sacrament. 


The compromise possibility of confirming children at an earlier age was 
generally rejected; the final decision was to allow each province to 
establish its own practice, despite the insistence of some Third World 
delegates that a sacramental issue is not cultural but essential to the faith. 


On another sacramental issue, some provinces requested guidance in cases where 
adult members doubt the efficacy of their own baptism as infants and seek 
rebaptism by immersion. 


‘The Moravian Church holds Christian baptism to be a once and for all time 
event in the life of the believer', the synod affirmed. It asked each province 
to ‘consider the appropriate pastoral response to persons who have submitted 
to a second baptism.' 


‘On sacramental issues especially', said one delegate, ‘we can't make these 
decisions alone; we are committed to be part of the whole church. But these 
are the decisions that most painfully divide the church, more even than the 
political issues. We have to make some of them for now, and try to understand 
why other churches are deciding differently for now.' [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth Ferris: *Refugee Women in the World Today' EPS 88.11.84 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service at the 
World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from material available at the 
International Consultation on Refugee Women sponsored by the Special Committee 
of International Non-Governmental Organizations on Human Rights. The meeting 


took place in Geneva 15-19 November. Ferris is secretary of the NGO Working 
Group on Refugee Women. 


«++ (1) Most of the world's refugees are women and girls. For a number of 
reasons — culture, education, children, other family responsibilities — women 
are less mobile than men and thus less likely to seek asylum far from home. 


(2) Refugee women have certain identifiable needs which are different from 
men's needs. Most obviously they are more vulnerable to physical violence, 
to sexual abuse, to intimidation and exploitation, and to family violence. 
Women, particularly in their child-bearing years, have different health needs. 


Many characteristics are shared by refugee men and women: grief, illness or 
malnutrition, changed hopes and dreams, frustration, stress, fear. And all 
refugees may experience stress in adjusting to new cultures and changed family 
roles. But the evidence suggests that women experience greater problems in 
adjusting to the new situation. 


(3) Most programmes to assist refugees are designed to meet the needs of all 
refugees but are usually based on an implicit model that men are the heads of 
families and the principal bread-winners. This assumption is particularly 
inappropriate for many refugee situations where women not only make up the 
majority of refugees but frequently assume the major family responsibilities. 


Programmes are rarely specifically designed for women refugees, except as an 
appendage to regular programmes. In other words, over-all programmes - 
whether resettlement criteria or sanitation for a camp - are set up for all 
refugees and women's programmes are 'tacked on', often in the form of sewing 
classes or pre-natal clinics. 


(4) In most cases, however, refugee programmes should be designed for women. 
Women's needs and potential should be the central focus of planning for all 


refugees. The reasons for this are clear: not only do women make up a 
majority of adult refugee populations, but they play a crucial role in all 
aspects of children's well-being, from nutrition to education. Moreover, 


women's traditional role as ‘guardians of the culture' and their central role 
in family life - often accentuated in exile - underscore their importance in 
community life. 


There are certainly refugee situations where men's special needs must be taken 
into account and where male refugees are a majority, and in these cases a 
male-based model of assistance is appropriate. But, in general, the best way 
to help all refugees is to target programmes to women refugees rather than add 
women's programmes on to male models of assistance. 


(5) Refugee women have tremendous resources ... which can be mobilized not 
only to meet their needs, but also to serve the whole refugee community. 

Moreover, while exile brings trauma and pain, it also provides an opportunity 
for many refugee women ... to break through traditional constraints to their 
full participation in society, opportunities to learn new skills and acquire 
education which will help them when they return and contribute to the 
re-building of their societies. Refugees' cultural traditions must, of 
course, be respected but they should not be used as an excuse for limiting 


opportunities for women. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/G.J. van Butselaar: 'Proselytism in the Netherlands’ EPS 88.11.85 


Van Butselaar is general secretary of the Dutch Missionary Council. This item 
is excerpted from the Monthly Letter on Evangelism of the World Council of 
Churches. 


..-.- In the 50s we had some Roman Catholic priests who became Reformed pastors 
and also some pastors who became priests. It created then, in those 
pre-ecumenical times, strong reactions. Those who came to us confirmed our 
truth, those who went to others created the difficult question of how in the 
world it was possible to abandon the truth! However, no real contact between 
Protestant and Catholic churches emerged out of these frontier crossings. 


The question became more tricky when in the 60s one of the royal princesses 
... became Catholic and was re-baptized. But out of the complicated political 
and religious debates following that act, something good resulted. Official 
agreements were made between major Protestant and Catholic churches 
recognizing each other's baptisms. ... 


Since then, no news in this field. Secularization made religion a private 
affair. No need any longer to have public debates on what someone believes, 
stops to believe, or starts to believe. 


Until recently, [that is,] when two Reformed pastors announced their decision 
to enter the Roman Catholic church in our province. A remarkable step, not so 
much for dogmatic as for church-political reasons. In the last 10 years, Rome 
has replaced, one by one, the rather progressive Dutch bishops ... by more 
conservative ones, a move which has been almost completed now. 


This change has caused immense tensions within the Catholic community. While 
a few welcomed the new (old) orientation, many others had difficulty seeing 
their future in the church. The entry of some Reformed pastors at this very 
moment, therefore, created some astonishment in our country. What was going 
on? Proselytism? 


With one of the pastors concerned, the Rev. Martin Los (41), I discussed this 
question. He indicated how he had got himself, without any help or pressure 
from Roman Catholics, the insight that he needed to change his church 
membership. 


In the turmoil of the 60s, when every tradition in the church was challenged, 
he had searched for the meaning of the church, for the meaning of ministry. On 
that road, he became interested in the Jewish tradition, but he did not find 
the answer to his questions there, although the experience was helpful. 


He then concentrated on the early church and found himself safe and secure 
with the church fathers' writings. After long hours of study, he contacted a 
Catholic bishop who, at first, rather dissuaded him from his wish to become a 
Catholic. 


After repeated requests, however, the bishop helped Los to find spiritual 
guidance. Before the decision of this pastor to leave his present ministry and 
to become a Catholic was made public, there was a brotherly contact between 
the cardinal of Utrecht and the moderator of the Reformed Synod. 


Los' choice was respected by both; no hard feelings could emerge; no complaint 
of proselytism could be justified. ... So, for Holland, proselytism is out, 
good ecumenical relations are in. We are suffering far more from our lack of 
creative evangelism. [EPS] 


UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


x 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Telephone (41-22) 91 61 56. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Telefax (41-22) 98 13 46. 


1-31 December 1988 


Editor Tom Dorris. 


year 55 / issue 48 


enical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenica 
lorid Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Chris 
sarily those of the WCC or the partners. 

4 : 


Roundup: ecumenical conference urges support for SA neighbours 88.12.01 
South African church reps meet African National Congress reps 02 
Angolan, Namibian, S. African church reps report on apartheid effects 03 
Middle East ecumenical leader: ‘cautious hope' on Palestine -04 
Central America, debts, health, USSR, refugees on British agenda .05 
Namibia: church leaders cautious on peace accord -06 
North, South Korean Christians draft joint reunification text 607 
Consultation considers refugee women's problems 08 
Canada: United Church to discuss decision on homosexual ordination 09 
GDR: government cancels Christian student conference -10 
"Continuing Anglican Communion' formed Re a 
Vatican on Anglican-RC text: insufficient clarity, agreement wil2 
Ecumenical council sends messages to Latin, Central Americans aL3 
WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat 14 
Netherlands: missionary societies hold joint meeting #5 
Some bishops to be discouraged from attending woman's rite 16 
Africa: conference of churches marks quarter century &/7 
Canada: ecumenical challenge to refugee legislation going ahead .18 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings .19 
ECUTEXT: ‘Open Letter from Christians to Japanese Crown Prince’ .20 


| movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
tian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


SHOPTALK (55/48) 


In EPS 88.11.70, note that constitutionally speaking, there are not an 
official Japanese ‘national flag and anthem.' However, both a flag and an 
anthem are commonly used as such, the latter being essentially a hymn to the 
emperor. 


In EPS 88.11.57, in paragraph nine, reword the sentence to begin: The synod 
said income from selling some NK vicarages (residences for pastors) should not 
result in reduced, etc. Also, change the last paragraph to read: ... between 
ordained ministers and parish, diocesan, and national councils. 


Information for journalists about the European Ecumenical Assembly: Peace 
with Justice is available from the Conference of European Churches, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The assembly is to be held 15-21 May in Basel 
(Switzerland). It is co-sponsored by CEC and the CCEE, the council of 
European conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. 


The EPS 1988 index will soon be available, on request. However, if you 
have received the EPS index in previous years, your name is on our mailing 
list; you will receive a copy automatically. Therefore, please do not 
re-request. 


The next EPS copy deadline is 4 January at 8h00 GMT. EPS appears weekly. 
This issue was printed 1 December; the next is planned for 15 December. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


Annual EPS subscription rates are 69.50 Swiss francs, 275 French francs, 
26.50 UK pounds, 53.50 Canadian dollars, 43.50 US dollars, 55 Australian 
dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 275 Swedish 
kronor, 195 Indian rupees. 


This final issue of EPS for 1988 brings Christmas wishes from me, Désirée De 
Rycke (administrative assistant for EPS), and our colleagues here at the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. May you and your families and friends be touched 
again this year by the hope and joy, awe and comfort that are Immanuel, God 


with us. 
Foon rac: 


(Deacon) Tom Dorris, Editor 


ROUNDUP: ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE 


Ecumenical Press 
URGES SUPPORT FOR SA NEIGHBOURS 


Service 88.12.01 


HARARE (25 November) -— An international church conference (here, 21-25 
November) has called for a wide range of measures to help neighbours of South 
Africa counteract ill effects on them of South African policies. 


The meeting, ‘Churches in Solidarity with the Frontline States', was convened 
by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The six Frontline States are 
Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Angola, and Mozambique. 


A two-page conference Statement urged 'all governments' to give not only 
economic help to the States, but also to 'provide them with such means as they 
may require to carry out the legitimate task of defending themselves from 
external aggression and destabilisation.’ 


It described apartheid in South Africa as that ‘evil system that continues to 


cause untold harm and disruption to economic life and human well-being within 
this region.' 


It said conference Participants will ‘actively campaign for the isolation of 
the apartheid regime, for an effective application of comprehensive sanctions 
[against South Africa], especially in the areas of finance and banking, oil 
and armaments.' 


The meeting expressed grave concern that the ‘persistent violation' of the UN 
arms embargo against South Africa has ‘enabled Pretoria to conduct its massive 
and brutal campaign of terror against the Frontline States.' 


The statement includes a confession that 'too many of us have remained silent 
in the face of the injustices perpetrated by the apartheid regime; some of us 
might even be guilty of collusion with the system of repression and 
inhumanity, and yet others have "passed by on the other side."™' 


Noting previous international, ecumenical meetings on southern Africa, here in 
1985 [EPS 85.11.65; 12.44,45,46,75] and last year in Lusaka (Zambia) [EPS 
87.05.37,63,65,68,69,70], participants confessed that ‘our commitment and 
action [in the wake of those meetings] have not been sufficient; nor have 
they resulted in significant changes in apartheid.' 


Though the conference heard reports of the ill effects of South African policy 
on several countries, those from Mozambique were especially horrific. The 
Mozambicans spoke of many atrocities carried out by South African-backed MNR 


anti-government forces. 


These include brutal murders of pregnant women and their children-to-be, 
youngsters drugged and taken away for MNR retraining, drivers killed and their 
vehicles carrying food blown up, people forced to watch as relatives were 
Massacred, men forced to applaud rapes of their wives, schools burned and 
teachers slain, crops and farms destroyed, hospitals attacked and medical 


personnel and patients killed. 


- The conference urged ‘priority to the needs of Mozambique' and support for 
Mozambicans in ‘all efforts to bring about a just peace in the country, and to 
promote the well-being of all its citizens.' 


Calling for implementation of resolutions from the Lusaka meeting, it singled 
out among them calls to reduce economic dependence on South Africa of the 
Frontline States and three other countries in the region (Lesotho, Swaziland, 


and Malawi). [over] 
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The conference also commented on the recent agreement involving South Africa, 
Angola, Cuba, and the United States on independence for Namibia from South 
Africa, in conjunction with an end to outside support for anti-government 
forces in Angola and withdrawal of Cuban troops from there. 


It called on all parties to the agreement to ‘adhere faithfully to its terms 
in the hope that peace and prosperity may be restored to Angola, and 
independence and dignity to Namibia.' 


A separate statement from a conference sub-group on Namibia urged UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar to do all he can to see to it that an 
independent Namibia is not forced to assume debts resulting from South African 
control of the territory, and that there is just compensation for natural 
resources removed from Namibia by South Africa. 


On the last day of the conference, a separate meeting involving eight South 
African church leaders and President Oliver Tambo and other representatives of 
the African National Congress was held. The ANC, outlawed in South Africa, is 
one of the principal groups fighting white minority domination in that country. 


Participants in that meeting [EPS 88.12.02] said afterwards that they 
concentrated on questions of unity - both within the church, and among 
movements seeking to end apartheid - and on the issue of ANC policy in 
connection with attacks on 'soft' (civilian) targets. 


Tambo reiterated the ANC position that 'we do not want attacks on civilian 
targets.' He said some such recent attacks were the work of ‘our cadres' 
driven to such action by their anger over 'the régime's terror’. Others, he 
said, were the work of government agents to sow confusion among the people. 


In his address at worship which closed the Frontline States conference, 
Central African Anglican Archbishop Khotso Makhulu, one of the seven WCC 
presidents, said the testimonies from participants had ‘bruised, hurt, 
wounded' those who heard them. 


Nonetheless, he said, the conference affirmed that despite what things may 
seem to be, 'the Lord is supreme', and that one day ‘right will prevail', also 
in southern Africa. 


As they had at opening worship, participants concluded by singing what is a 
sort of continental hymn, 'God Bless Africa’. 


Besides the large delegation from Zimbabwe, about 100 participants from about 
40 other countries attended the conference. Most came under church auspices, 
but some represented governments, or movements fighting white-minority 
domination in South Africa (ANC and PAC) or South African control of Namibia 
(Swapo). 


Besides the Frontline States and other countries in southern Africa, 
participants came from Angola, Burundi, Ethiopia, Gambia, Gabon, Ghana, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Togo, India, 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Denmark, France, Federal Germany, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada, United States, and Brazil. 
[EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH REPS MEET Ecumenical Press 
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS REPS Service 88.12.02 


HARARE - An eight-person church delegation from South Africa met here (25 


November) with representatives of the African National Congress to discuss 
issues related to unity and violence. 


The ANC is one of the major organizations fighting white-minority domination 
in South Africa. It is outlawed by the South African government. 


A statement issued after the meeting describes 'the unity of all the people of 
South Africa' as ‘never ... more urgent than it is at this time in our 
history.' It urges ‘all people of South Africa who desire a peaceful and 
democratic society to make a commitment to unity. 


"It was also admitted', the statement continues, 'that there were problems 
arising out of historic differences and out of enemy activities aimed at 
fomenting divisions. The delegations were, however, also convinced that these 
man-made problems are not insurmountable.' 


At a news conference, representatives from the meeting said the call for unity 
applies both to the situation within the church, and among different political 
and social groups struggling against the South African government. 


On the issue of 'soft' or civilian targets, the ANC ‘reiterated its policy 
that it was opposed to attacking civilians.' It said 'the increase in attacks 
of this nature had also caused serious concern' among ANC ‘leaders and 
members'. 


At a news conference, ANC President Oliver Tambo said some recent attacks on 
civilians were carried out by ‘agents of the apartheid regime', though some 
were carried out by 'our cadres' driven to such action as a result of 
government repression. 


Commenting on the situation in black townships in South Africa, the meeting 
said violence in some areas has reached ‘alarming proportions'. It said the 
"shameful situation' in Natal townships, KwaNobuhle (Uitenhage), and other 
areas 'should be ended immediately. 


_ ‘It is the responsibility of all of us - the liberation movements, church 

leaders ... and other groups - to do everything possible to end this 
destructive fratricidal strife. The ANC and the church leaders stressed that 
this conflict is not in the interest of the oppressed people of our country, 
and has to be ended by peaceful means.’ 


Looking forward to the possible release of 'Nelson Mandela and other political 
leaders', the statement projects the formation of '‘'broadly-based reception 


committees. ... 


‘The church, together with all other peace-loving people, is expected ata 
participate in this process to ensure that our leaders are given a dignified 
reception befitting their status, and in grateful recognition of the 
sacrifices they had made in the interest of all South Africans.' 


Members of the South African church delegation were SACC General Secretary 
Frank Chikane, Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi (who is also SACC president), 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Anglican Bishop Bruce Evans, Methodist 
President Stanley Mogoba, Roman Catholic Archbishop Peter  Buthelezi, 
Presbyterian (PCSA) Moderator M.P. Moore, and Lutheran Pastor J. A. J. 


Steenkamp. [EPS] 


ANGOLAN, NAMIBIAN, S. AFRICAN CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REPS REPORT ON EFFECTS OF APARTHEID Service 88.12.03 


HARARE —- Angolan, Namibian, and South African church representatives reported 
on the situations in their countries during an international, ecumenical 
meeting here (21-25 November), ‘Churches in Solidarity with the Frontline 
States'. 


The meeting [EPS 88.11.68,69] was called by the World Council of Churches to 
help focus attention on six countries close to South Africa adversely affected 
by that country's policies. The Frontline States are Mozambique, Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, and Tanzania. 


General Secretary Augusto Chipese of the Angolan Council of Evangelical 
Churches said South African and US support for forces fighting the Angolan 
government has ‘destroyed thousands of human beings, damaged all economic 
infrastructures' and ‘diverted resources that should be applied to 
development'. 


As a result, he said, Angolan production levels are down drastically, and ‘we 
have hunger, nakedness, and diseases of malnutrition’. 


Chipese called for a variety of sanctions against South Africa as one way to 
further peace in his country. He expressed hope that the recent agreement 
involving Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and the United States ‘will actually 
result in independence [from South Africa] for Namibia, and peace in Angola’. 


General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches in Namibia said 
that though the South African government record makes it difficult to believe 
it is sincere, Namibians are hoping the agreement will bring independence. He 
said the church has a ‘divine call and mission' to side with the ‘oppressed 
and suffering masses', such as those longing for Namibian freedom. 


General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South African Council of Churches 
warned people not to be fooled by South African government attempts to appear 
"reasonable and respectable'. He called debate about whether or not violence 
in South Africa is now justified 'dishonest'. Those opposed to violence, he 
said, should concentrate on what they can do non-violently to end the system 
of white-minority domination in his country. 


Representatives of SWAPO (fighting South African rule in Namibia), and of ANC 
and PAC (fighting the South African government) brought greetings to the 
meeting. Also here were members of a delegation of the Association of Western 
European Parliamentarians Against Apartheid, who had just visited Mozambique. 
They called for ‘security aid' linked to development aid so the latter can be 
effective in spite of the activities of the MNR anti-government forces. 


Conference participants spent one day visiting three of the five camps in 
Zimbabwe for refugees from Mozambique. The official count of such refugees is 
nearly 75 000, though the unofficial total is double that. Most delegates 
travelled several hours to and from the camps in three buses, though a few 
flew to the farthest camp in three small planes. 


Given information about executions scheduled that week in South Africa, 
delegates appealed in particular for Paul Tefo Setlaba, sentenced to death in 
December 1986 in connection with the death of a police informer in October 
1985. The conference later learned that South African Justice Minister Kobie 
Coetsee stayed the execution of Setlaba shortly before it was scheduled to 
take place (24 November). [EPS] 


MIDDLE EAST ECUMENICAL LEADER: 


Ecumenical Press 
‘CAUTIOUS HOPE" ON PALESTINE 


Service 88.12.04 


LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - As international political reaction to the Palestinian 
declaration of independence continues to unfold, General Secretary Gabriel 
Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches, addressing a meeting of its 
Department on Service to Palestine Refugees, has spoken of ‘cautious hope' 
with which he greets the announcement. 


"We rejoice for the Palestinian declaration of independence', Habib said, ‘and 
for the unity despite diversity that was made manifest in Algiers [where the 


declaration was made], which is a hopeful sign for democracy in the proclaimed 
State of Palestine.' 


According to Habib, the Palestinian aspiration for justice has found its full 
meaning in the ‘Palestinian will to make peace with oneself and one's 
neighbour in the Holy Land.' 


Habib described 'the Israeli concept of justice and security’ as one which 


"continues to be self-centred, and therefore exclusive of the rights of the 
Palestinians.' 


In contrast, he said, the Palestinian declaration reflects a ‘concept of 
justice inclusive of common peace for all peoples in the Holy Land.' 


So, he asked, ‘Is this new offer drawing us nearer to equality of rights and 
reconciliations between the two peoples of the same land, or will exclusivism 
prevail again, destroying possibilities for peace through new wars?' 


Habib said that whereas in Lebanon one looks for signs of hope through the 
prevailing skepticism, in the Palestinian situation, one notes signs of 
skepticism within the prevailing hope. He said such skepticism is largely 
caused by the negative and dismissive Israeli reaction to the declaration. 


He said that because the Palestinians ‘have now put forward a concrete 
proposal, and can no longer be accused of being evasive', attention is 
particularly on the response of the United States and Israel. 


He added that the United States 'has no more excuses' to avoid dealing with 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, which issued the declaration. 


Habib's remarks were made in part in light of a statement released in 
Jerusalem just before the declaration, by President Bishop Samir Kafity of the 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, and one of the 
three MECC presidents. 


Kafity noted many Palestinians and Israelis who 'set up signposts on the road 
to peace.' 


He also referred to statements from Christian meetings overseas which reflect 
international concern and solidarity for the journey leading to peace. 


'These signposts may not be as complete as some would wish them to be, and 
they may not cover all the points, yet they are important pointers which open 
a door of hope', Kafity said. 


The bishop blessed efforts of groups and individuals within Israel who are 
calling for peace, in the hope that those efforts will also help bring about 
‘equal participation in justice and peace in the land of peace’. [EPS] 


CENTRAL AMERICA, DEBTS, HEALTH, USSR, Ecumenical Press 
REFUGEES ON BRITISH ECUMENICAL AGENDA Service 88.12.05 


LONDON - Third World debt, health services, the situation of the church in the 
Soviet Union, Sri Lankan refugees, and Central America were among subjects 
which occupied the semi-annual assembly of the British Council of Churches 
(here, 21-23 November). 


The assembly urged the UK government to support within the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank more flexible policies on debt repayment, and 
to press for adjustment programmes which take needs of the poor into account. 
BCC members were called on to raise awareness of this issue. Denominations 
and individual Christians were urged to press their banks not to insist on 
full repayment of Third World loans. 


The BCC discussion of the National Health Service followed concern expressed 
earlier this year by many of its members over inadequate funding of the NHS. 
The assembly said the government has a duty ‘to ensure the continuing 
availability of adequate public funds to ensure that a full range of 
effectively-provided and equally-accessible health care is available to all.' 


It emphasized that evaluation of the effectiveness of health care needs to 
take account of ethical as well as financial considerations. And it stressed 
a duty of government to fund NHS from taxation without giving tax relief to 
those who choose to pay for private health-care arrangements. 


The assembly welcomed improved conditions for the church in the Soviet Union. 


It urged the UK government to delay sending any Sri Lankan refugees back to 
their country ‘until the violence [there] has abated to a point where Sri 
Lankans feel able to return to their homes in safety.' 


On Central America, it told its general secretary to write to US 
President-elect George Bush to urge him to give whole-hearted support to peace 
efforts in the region. It also urged the UK government to make strong 
representations to the US government to withdraw US support for the contras 
(armed opponents of the Nicaraguan government). [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
CAUTIOUS ON PEACE ACCORD Service 88.12.06 


This item is from material from the ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre. 


WINDHOEK - Church leaders in Namibia have cautioned against premature 
celebration of the South African announcement that it has approved a 
four-party agreement designed to pave the way for Namibian independence from 
South Africa. 


Commented Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik, president of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia, 'I will believe our independence is coming when I observe 
United Nations troops in Windhoek instead of South African forces.' 


Roman Catholic Bishop Bonifatius Haushiku observed that 'Namibians have been 
longing. “for peace “ror” ... _maiy  Vears o. cee It is not yet time for 
celebration. Hope yes, but not rejoicing.' 


Previous South African assurances on independence for Namibia were given in 
1979, 1980, 1984, and 1987. [EPS] 


NORTH, SOUTH KOREAN CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
DRAFT JOINT REUNIFICATION TEXT Service 88.12.07 


GLION (Switzerland) - An international, ecumenical consultation has released a 
"declaration on peace and the reunification of Korea.' 


Among those taking part in the meeting (here, 23-25 November) were church 
leaders from the Democratic Peoples Republic of [North] Korea (DPRK) and the 
Republic of [South] Korea (RK). 


Insisting that 'the Korean people have the right to form a unified country and 
to enjoy living harmoniously as one people' and that they are 'the sole 
subject in achieving such goals', the text reaffirms the three principles for 
the ‘unification of the motherland' agreed by the DPRK and RK governments in 
1972: ‘independence, peaceful reunification, and great national unity'. 


The 40 people at the meeting, organized by the World Council of Churches, 
included seven from the Korean Christians Federation (DPRK) and 11 from the 
National Council of Churches in Korea (RK). Others came from Australia, 
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Federal Germany, France, Japan, the Netherlands, 
United States, and Soviet Union. 


It was the second time church leaders from the two parts of the divided 
country have met under international ecumenical auspices. The WCC convened 
the first such encounter [EPS 86.10.03] in September 1986, also here, after an 
October 1984 ecumenical consultation in Tozanso (Japan) asked the WCC to 
‘facilitate opportunities for Christians from North and South Korea to meet in 
dialogue.' 


Speaking of the Korean church leaders’ success in drafting a common text, 
Elizabeth Salter, a member of the WCC international affairs commission who 
chaired the meeting, expressed the ‘great sense of joy on the part of all of 
us engaged in the Tozanso Process'. She said it is ‘difficult to believe so 
much has happened in four years.' 


The declaration says the 43 years of the division of Korea have been 
‘characterized by attitudes opposing peace and reunification. In reflecting 
on this history, we confess before God and humanity our past errors.' 


But it denies that 'the suffering of the Korean people comes from their own 
 fault'; or that the military build-up there is necessary for peace in an 
uncertain world. It says ‘foreign powers' have imposed division against the 
will of the Korean people. 


Opposing alternatives that would fix the division of Korea ‘as a matter of 
fact', the declaration says the reunification process ‘must honour and 
guarantee two existing systems in the spirit of peaceful coexistence, with the 
objective of building up one reunified country.’ 


To reduce tension, the declaration demands ‘radical reduction of military 
forces, weapons and facilities'. It says the current armistice agreement 
"should be replaced by a peace treaty; a non-aggression declaration should be 
agreed upon; and substantial guarantees for peace and security should be 


provided for the whole' peninsula. 


Then, ‘on the basis of such measures, all foreign forces, including the US 
forces in South Korea, must be withdrawn; the United Nations Command in South 
Korea must be dissolved; and all nuclear weapons deployed or targeted upon the 


Korean peninsula must be removed.' [over] 


korea/2 


Referring to the ‘humane and moral imperative’ of helping to reunite more than 
10 million Koreans separated from loved ones by the division of the country, 
the declaration warns that ‘reunion of families and contacts will continue to 
be obstructed as long as military and political confrontation is not overcome.' 


A substantial role is outlined for the Christian community in Korea and the 
rest of the world. The declaration calls on the church in both parts of Korea 
‘to engage in special efforts to overcome hostility and hatred.' The church 
elsewhere can help, it suggests, by enlisting the cooperation of international 
organizations such as the United Nations. 


The consultation heard brief reports on what the church in North America, 
western Europe, and Asia is doing to support Korean reunification, including 
visits to DPRK Christians. 


It asked for continued ecumenical coordination of contacts with Korean 
Christians on reunification, and supported statements on reunification by the 
[US] National Council of Churches (1986), the NCCK (last February), and the 
International Christian Consultation on Peace and the Reunification of Korea 
(last April). 


Churches in North and South Korea have decided to observe 1995 as a ‘Year of 
Jubilee for Unification', and the Sunday before 15 August as an annual day of 
prayer for peace. Adopting the text of a prayer for that day, the declaration 
asked the WCC to recommend observance of it to its members. 


At the start of the meeting WCC international affairs director Ninan Koshy 
reviewed ecumenical initiatives for Korean reunification since Tozanso. 


He called the Tozanso Process ‘a profound spiritual experience' and ‘a 
reflection of the authenticity and strength of the witness of the churches in 
divided Korea and of what we have learned from them.' 


He said a major policy statement on Korean reunification will be on the agenda 
of the meeting next July of the WCC Central Committee. 


Among a list of 'next steps', Koshy emphasized the need for. sharing 
information about Korea and the life of Christian communities in the North and 
South. Also, he said, Korean and global political developments need 
continuous monitoring and analysis. 


"Through our two meetings in Glion we have gained vision', South Korean YMCA 
General Secretary Kang Moon-Kyu told the consultation. 'Now we have a dream — 
a dream that brothers and sisters of North and South might meet the next time 
in Seoul or Pyongyang, or at the foot of Mt Kumgang or beautiful seaside of 
Haewoondae. We believe that God will bring our dream to reality.' 


At worship on the final morning, North Korean Pastor Kim Un Bong said ‘our 
people are one country. We cannot be divided into two. ... But faith alone 
cannot bring about all the goals we have. The promises of God are worked out 
through the people. We have to work together for the unification of the 
country.' 


The consultation concluded with a eucharist at which WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro presided and preached. He said ‘peace is only possible when 
there are people who believe and who take the risk of opening doors, of 
embracing, and then of building on that reconciliation.' [EPS] 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS 


Ecumenical Pres 
REFUGEE WOMEN'S PROBLEMS pety 


Service 88.12.08 


GENEVA - Sexual violence against refugee women in camps and in flight from 
persecution, the use of food aid as a political weapon, and a reported link 
between tear gas and a high rate of miscarriages in the Israeli-Occupied 
Territories were among issues discussed at an International Consultation on 
Refugee Women (here, 15-19 November, EPS 88.11.84). 


The consultation brought together around 150 participants, about one third of 
them refugee women, from 40 countries. Women and girls make up _ the 
overwhelming majority of the world's 15 million refugees. 


Central to the findings of the consultation was its insistence that becoming a 
refugee increases the vulnerability of a woman to physical violence and sex 
discrimination. Rape, sexual assault and demands to procure sexual favours in 
exchange for food or safe passage were seen as acute examples of areas in 
which refugee women need special protection. 


Among the best known examples of such assaults are the brutal attacks on 
Southeast Asian refugees by pirates operating in and around Thailand. But 
participants pointed to other examples in Central America, the Middle East, 
Africa, and Europe, where discrimination against women refugees is compounded 
by anti-foreign sentiment. 


The scant statistics available on the frequency of such assaults is compounded 
in a number of countries by social customs and laws which refuse to recognize 
sexual violence as a human rights violation. 


UN Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees A. E. Dewey said the special needs of 
refugee women for protection ‘should be defined in human rights terms’. 
Dewey urged participants to ‘advocate with those states who have clout to take 
up their responsibility and stand behind UNHCR on this issue.' 


Another issue involved the unequal access of refugee women to services and 
assistance. The subject emerged most dramatically during a discussion on 
food, aid, and distribution. UNHCR nutritionist Angela Berry observed that 
‘whoever controls food distribution maintains the power in the camps and 
refugee settlements. Those in power exploit those most vulnerable, and they 
are often the women.' 


Berry said the problem extends to the quality of the food itself. She said 
surplus food which is too expensive to store and of questionable nutritive 
value is shipped from industrial countries and labelled as aid: ‘In Africa we 
distribute food to people they wouldn't feed to pets in Europe.' 


She said African refugees are fed ‘cereal and beans and some oil. After a 
few months they start to die, especially the pregnant women or nursing 
mothers.' The calories are sufficient, but not the nutrients. rit’'¥ets 
reported as malaria or some other disease, but, in fact, it's malnutrition.’ 


Conference participants urged governments and voluntary agencies to overcome a 
"charity mentality’ and recognize refugee women as people with special needs, 
whose human rights have been violated, and who should be included in decision- 
making which affects their future. They said refugee women around the world 
face similar problems because violence is used in connection with conflicts 
and human rights abuses, including sexual discrimination. 


The World Council of Churches and the World YWCA were among the organizations 
which arranged the conference. [EPS] 


CANADA: UNITED CHURCH TO DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 
DECISION ON HOMOSEXUAL ORDINATION Service 88.12.09 


TORONTO - The executive of the General Council of the United Church of Canada 
is encouraging more discussion of the council decision last August which makes 
homosexuals eligible for ordination on the same basis as any UCC member. 


Meeting last month, the executive rejected calls for a national church 
referendum on the controversial statement on sexuality and ministry [EPS 
88.09.14]. But it did agree that UCC conferences, congregations, and 
presbyteries should discuss the text and respond before the General Council 
meets in 1990. Then, the issue could be reopened and the decision reversed. 


Supporters and opponents of homosexual ordination criticized the executive. 
William Fritz, a UCC minister who chairs Community of Concern, a group opposed 
to the statement, predicted many congregations will not wait for more 
discussions. He said they have lost trust in the church leadership. KEilert 
Frerichs, a gay United Church minister who belongs to Affirm, said the 
executive's decision caters to a vocal pressure group. He foresaw a continued 
"smear campaign' against homosexuals in the church as a result. 


In a related action, the UCC Judicial Committee dismissed two appeals against 
the General Council statement. The committee said the statement does not 
change the UCC Basis of Union, and therefore does not require approval from a 
majority of the 98 UCC presbyteries in order to take effect. [EPS] 


GDR: government cancels Christian student conference EPS 88.12.10 
GENEVA - Co-Secretary General Manuel Quintero of the World Student Christian 
Federation has written to Kurt Loffler, state secretary for church affairs of 
the GDR (East Germany) expressing ‘bewilderment and disbelief' at the ‘sudden 
and unexpected cancellation' of a meeting scheduled for last month in the GDR 
sponsored by the WSCF European region. The meeting was to deal with issues of 
peace, justice, and the integrity of creation. WSCF reports it ‘had 
negotiated for over one year with the concerned authorities of the GDR 
government without any indication from their part that it may bring about 
problems for church-state relationships in that country.' [EPS] 


‘Continuing Anglican Communion' formed EPS 88.12.11 
LONDON - Bishops of Anglican Catholic Churches in Canada, Australia, and the 
United States have announced formation of a worldwide, five-province 
‘Continuing Anglican Communion.' The Anglican Catholics have left Anglicanism 
in recent years because they disagreed with various Anglican policies and 
practices. The bishops say the new communion also has congregations in 
Central and South America and India. (Former Anglican dioceses in India are 
now parts of the [United] Churches of North and South India.) [EPS] 


Vatican on Anglican-RC text: insufficient clarity, agreement EPS 88.12.12 
ROME - The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has offered its 
papally approved ‘authoritative doctrinal judgment' on a text, ‘Salvation and 
the Church', prepared by the Second Anglican Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC-II). Though the judgment of the congregation is 
"substantially positive', it declines to endorse the commission view that 
Roman Catholics and Anglicans ‘are agreed on the essential aspects of the 
doctrine of salvation and on the church's role within it.' It sees remaining 
differences especially on ‘certain aspects of ecclesiology and of sacramental 
doctrine’, and says the approach of the text in some areas is 'too vague and 
too weak to allow us to affirm that ARCIC has arrived at _ substantial 
agreement.' Still, despite ‘several ambiguous formulations', the ARCIC text 
‘can be interpreted in a way that conforms with Catholic faith' and it 
‘contains a number of satisfying elements, notably on points that have been 
classically controversial.' [EPS] 


Ecumenical council sends messages to Latin, Central Americans EPS 88.12.13 

INDAIATUBA (Sao Paulo/Brazil) - Participants in the Second Assembly of the 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) sent messages to 'the people of God 
in Latin America', and also to Central Americans. The first lists a variety 
of Latin American social problems, denounces treatment of Native peoples and 
blacks by whites, refers to the ‘immoral' foreign debt owed by countries in 
the region, and notes the weakness of ecumenism there. Nonetheless, it lifts 
up signs of hope in the Latin American situation: "God continues to speak 
today in our multi-coloured America — Native and white, black and mixed-race. 
It is for us to discern the signs of God which circulate among human beings in 
order to establish God's reign of love, peace, and justice.' The solidarity 
message to Central Americans encourages them in their search for peace and 
against interference from 'the military presence [there] of the North'. [EPS] 


WCC, MECC, LWF protest refusal of visa for Arafat EPS 88.12.14 
GENEVA/LIMASSOL (Cyprus) - In separate messages to UN Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, representatives of the World and Middle East Councils of 
Churches have expressed great concern about the US refusal to grant Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestine Liberation Organization, permission to enter 
the United States to address the UN General Assembly. WCC International 
Affairs Director Ninan Koshy called the US action a ‘deliberate attempt to 
obstruct processes towards peace in the Middle East at a time when there are 
fresh opportunities.' MECC General Secretary Gabriel Habib appealed to Perez 
de Cuellar to ‘continue your appreciated efforts' so Arafat can address the 
assembly to ‘convey his people's new offer for self-determination and justice 
to all in Palestine.' In a letter to US Secretary of State George Shultz, 
General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World Federation said the 
US decision to bar Arafat is 'not supportive of ... principles which are 
fundamental to the efficient functioning of the United Nations.' [EPS] 


Netherlands: missionary societies hold joint meeting EPS “88.12.15 
DOORN - At their first joint meeting (here, 18-19 November), the boards of the 
Netherlands [Protestant] Mission Council, Evangelical Mission Alliance, and 
Dutch Roman Catholic Mission Council gave common instructions to Dutch people 
going to major world mission conferences next year, one in May sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches, the other in July sponsored by the Lausanne 
Committee for World Evangelisation. The three groups said 'the time to fight 
one another is past.' They urged ‘common solutions for the enormous problems 
churches face at this moment of history.' [EPS] 


" Some bishops to be discouraged from attending woman's rite EPS 88.12.16 
LONDON - At its first meeting, last month, the seven-person international 
Anglican commission considering how the communion should respond to the 
consecration of female Anglican bishops [EPS 88.08.01,21], has recommended 
that bishops who come from Anglican provinces where female priests or bishops 
are not allowed should not attend such consecrations. The first woman is 
expected to be consecrated an Anglican bishop early next year, in the United 
States. The commission recommendation would rule out the presence there of, 
among others, bishops from Africa or the British Isles. The commission meets 
again next March, in the United States. Its report is to go to the meeting in 
Cyprus next April of the 27 Anglican primates (presiding bishops). In his 
charge to the commission, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said that in 
his view the communion is not about to disintegrate over the issue: ‘On the 
contrary, I have the hope that we may actually discover something more of the 
meaning of communion as we learn from our experience.' [EPS] 


Africa: conference of churches marks quarter century EPS’ 88.12.17 
NAIROBI - This year, the All Africa Conference of Churches has been noting its 
25th anniversary. Based here, it was founded in Kampala (Uganda) in April 


1963. [EPS] 


Canada: ecumenical challenge to refugee legislation going ahead EPS 88.12.18 
TORONTO - The Canadian Council of Churches has decided to go ahead with a 
court challenge to new Canadian government rules affecting refugees. The cost 
of the challenge, estimated at 300 000 Canadian dollars, is being underwritten 
by individuals. The CCC says the new rules violate the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 88.12.19 


Madeleine Barot is a new member of the French Legion of Honour. The veteran 
French ecumenist, born in 1909, was the first general secretary of Cimade, the 
French ecumenical aid and development agency. She also worked on the staff of 
the World Council of Churches. She was decorated (14 November) by Jacques 
Maury, former president of the Protestant Federation of France, in the name of 
French President Francois Mitterand. A congratulatory message from WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro recalled her many ecumenical engagements. 


Charles Arthurson, a Cree, is the first Native bishop in the Anglican Church 
of Canada. He was elected suffragan (assistant) bishop of the diocese of 
Saskatoon, which has a substantial Native population. 


Nobumichi Tsuji, a parish pastor from Shizuoka City, and son of a pastor who 
died in prison as a result of Japanese government persecution during World War 
II, was elected last month as the new moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan). [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Open Letter from Christians to Japanese Crown Prince’ EPS 88.12.20 


This letter to Crown Prince Akihito of Japan, dated 14 November, was signed 
by 97 ‘Christians proposing an apology to the world on the part of the emperor 
of Japan’. The crown prince will succeed his gravely—ill father as emperor. 


... We can understand that the serious condition of your father's health is a 
daily concern. However, at such a time as this, above all when death is being 
faced, we feel deeply that the sins of each and every human being must be 
brought into question. ... 


Up until the defeat of [Japan in] World War II in August of 1945, in the name 
of your father, the emperor, Japan ruled Taiwan and Korea as colonies of Japan 
and wantonly committed terrible atrocities in China and throughout Asia. 
Because your father has not taken responsibility for this, the deep anger of 
many of the people of Asia and of the people of Japan has recently increased. 


Therefore, we request that you face the seriousness of these facts squarely 
and immediately advise your father to clearly admit his responsibility and 
express his sincere apology to the people of the world. 


If your father should end his life without doing this, we are deeply concerned 
that your father might be in the end unable to bear up under the judgement of 
God, the Lord of history. 


The Christian churches of Japan deeply regret that, by coercing other Asians 
to worship at Japanese Shinto shrines and in other ways, they also were 
implicated in the war policy, and for that we seek the forgiveness of God and 
our neighbours. 


We send the above proposal out of a desire to make things right. [EPS] 
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